
news > sports > opinion > community > people > entertainment > events > classifi eds > careers > everything you need to know

O
P

E
N

 3
6

5
 

D
A

Y
S

 A
 Y

E
A

RTo Serve You Better
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QUESTIONS?

VISIT OUR DRUGSTORES!
215 Stephen Street, Morden

(204) 822-9992

Morden 
Drugstore

By Menzies Medical Centre

Clinic 
Drugstore
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An early startAn early start

The nice weather has allowed for outdoor sports to get a super early The nice weather has allowed for outdoor sports to get a super early 
start this spring. Playing pickleball at the Elks courts in Morden on start this spring. Playing pickleball at the Elks courts in Morden on 
Monday were Peter Hildebrand (attacking the ball) and Dennis Jordan Monday were Peter Hildebrand (attacking the ball) and Dennis Jordan 
(not shown) versus Jim and Barb Martin. (not shown) versus Jim and Barb Martin. 
 PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE



Check out current deals at
billklassen.com You can help us by

donating items such as farm or
construction equipment, vehicles or

services, etc. Your imagination is
the limit!   Deadline for auction

items is April 1, 2021.    Over
500,000 kids attended CCI camps

in 2020. Be part of sending
another half million kids to camp in

developing countries this year.

Fundraising Auction for
Kids on April 8, 2021! 

Thank you for your support!
*Charity receipts for donated auction items available.

Send us your info on items or services
you wish to donate by April 1!!!!!!

Contact:
auction@harvestforkids.com

 George Klassen
call or text 

204-325-3255
Nelli

204-331-4003

Lionel Wiens
call or text 

204-746-5703
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Morden opens up its community hall for vaccination super site
By Lorne Stelmach

The City of Morden is making 
contingency plans for various user 
groups and potential events now that 
the Access Event Centre hall is to be 
home to the latest 
COVID-19 vaccina-
tion super site in the 
province.

The immunization 
clinic in Morden is 
expected to open this 
month, subject to 
vaccination supply. 
Details were still be-
ing fi nalized at press 
time, but the clinic is 
slated to be set up in 
the community hall, 
maintaining public 
access to the rest of 
the complex, includ-
ing the rinks, the Ca-
nadian Fossil Discovery Centre, and 
the Manitoba Baseball Hall of Fame 
and Museum.

“We want to make sure that those 
two groups stay distinctly separate, 
and we think the public can be bet-
ter safeguarded that way,” said Mayor 
Brandon Burley.

Burley said the province initially 
considered a number of locations in 
the region both public and private for 
the super site, but then focused on 
solely public venues.

The City of Winkler turned down the 
idea of having the clin-
ic located at the new 
Meridian Exhibition 
Centre, with a key fac-
tor being not wanting 
to shut the brand new 
facility down to the 
public for an extended 
period of time.

Indeed, Morden could 
see the community hall 
in use for vaccinations 
for up to a year, though 
Burley noted public 
health offi cials are opti-
mistic that the timeline 
could be shorter.

Any inconveniences are outweighed 
by the public good of having a lo-
cal vaccination centre, the mayor 
stressed.

“We’re fi nally beginning to look to-
wards the end of this pandemic, and 
Morden’s more than happy to play 
a part in it,” he said. “I think there’s 
a moral duty to do what we can as a 

community to help see this ended, 
and we’re happy to do so.

“I would say that without a vaccine 
in people’s arms we’re not going to 
have much going on in any of our 
facilities anyway,” Burley continued. 
“But I think there is also a moral duty 
that communities have to protect each 
other. Morden has in the past stepped 

up when needed to do things for the 
betterment of our community and 
country and we’re happy to do that 
again.”

Another consideration for the City 
of Morden is that the province is not 
only paying for use of the hall but will 

“I THINK THERE’S 
A MORAL DUTY TO 
DO WHAT WE CAN 
AS A COMMUNITY 
TO HELP SEE THIS 
ENDED, AND WE’RE 
HAPPY TO DO SO.”

The Access Event Centre Communi-The Access Event Centre Communi-
ty Hall will be home to our region’s ty Hall will be home to our region’s 
vaccination super site in the coming vaccination super site in the coming 
weeks.weeks.
 PHOTO BY LORNE  PHOTO BY LORNE 
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Continued on page 5
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Shoe Repair

YOUR WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE

Service & Selection Guaranteed 
Company charges welcome (must be arranged ahead of time) GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

 Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 
Saturday 9:30am to 4:00 pm

SPRING IS IN THE AIR!!! Don’t forget 
to check out 

clearance room 
40% offEnter Draw to win a Customer Appreciation Basket

New Kid’s Keen Runners

25% off

Blundstone For 
The Whole Family!!

New Merrell Women’s  
& Men’s Shoes

25% off

Roper Shoes

$97.50

New !! Targhee 111 
Oxford Black & Dark Earth

25% off

210416c0

204-239-0135
heart land@cfheart land.ca
cfhear t land.ca

The Bunker thrilled to 
reconnect with youth
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Four months after shutting its doors 
as Manitoba tightened pandemic re-
strictions, The Bunker youth minis-
try in Winkler fl ung them wide open 
again last week.

Friday evening included giving 
teens a chance to take out their pent-
up frustrations on a COVID-19 pinata.

To say they’re relieved to be able to 
offer their regular programming once 
again would be “a huge understate-
ment,” executive director Kevin Hil-
debrand said as he and girls ministry 
director Alycia Hildebrand prepared 
to welcome the kids back.

Every new public health order an-
nouncement this winter saw the min-
istry’s team poring over it to see what, 

if any, programming they might be 
able to offer.

“And then in the end it was always, 
nope, it’s not going to work. It was al-
ways this huge letdown,” Kevin said. 
“And then it’s a slow build-up of hope 
for another three weeks ... and anoth-
er letdown.”

And so, since mid-November, the 
ministry’s directors have done what 
they could to stay in touch with teens 
from a distance and keep everyone’s 
spirits up.

“There’s been a lot of texting and 
messaging, some video calls, even 
some actual phone messages,” said 
Alycia, laughing. “We actually got 
some kids on the phone—that’s a big 
thing.

Teens take a whack at a Teens take a whack at a 
COVID-19 pinata as The COVID-19 pinata as The 
Bunker resumed its pro-Bunker resumed its pro-
gramming last Friday gramming last Friday 
after being closed for after being closed for 
months.months.

BUNKER PHOTOBUNKER PHOTO

Continued on page 4
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RSVP ON OUR FACEBOOK EVENT PAGE!
facebook.com/morden.multiculturalwinterfest

A

Buy your tickets NOW!
cancercareace.ca

LGCA 3819-RF-35380

Draws 
every   

Thursday 
4 p.m.

A favourite game, now online! 

Progressive jackpot  
nearly $15,000...and growing.

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Alycia Hildebrand and Kevin Hildebrand are thrilled to be able to wel-
come teens back to the The Bunker now that pandemic restrictions 
are beginning to ease.

 >  THE BUNKER, FROM PG. 3
“And then we also, for our Friday 

night students ... we did Christmas 
stockings and care packages and the 
volunteers went out and delivered 
them to everyone.”

Local youth, on the whole, have fared 
better this most recent lockdown com-
pared to the one last spring, mainly 
thanks to the fact school in some form 
continued throughout the bulk of it.

“Kids are so unbelievably adaptable 
and I think they’ve made the best of 
it,” Alycia said, explaining the high 
school students found at least some 
normalcy by going to class every other 

day.
Still, it’s been tough, and the impact 

is being felt by all teens, including 
those who normally excel.

“These kids, they’re under a whole 
lot of stress and anxiety and uncer-
tainty about their future,” Kevin said, 
pointing out that even stellar students 
have struggled with the partial online 
learning and some student athletes 
have found themselves adrift without 
the community and purpose sports 
provide. “These are kids that normally 
society looks at and says, ‘They’re go-
ing to be fi ne.’ But you know what? 
Even they’re struggling.”

“Overall, there is defi nitely a mental 
health decline,” agreed Alycia, “and 
so we’re prepared to help them deal 
with it.”

The Bunker is jumping back into 
things with both feet, offering all of its 
usual nightly programming, though 
with capacity limits and other pan-
demic safety guidelines in place such 
as masks and physical distancing.

“Otherwise, we’re just going to go 
right back into normal because that’s 
what they know,” said Alycia.

“And that’s what they need,” added 
Kevin, pointing out that most teens 
have come to fi nd “that they miss the 
community aspect of everything. Be-

ing able to look in somebody’s face 
and see that we care.

“Kids are resilient,” he said. “But 
now it’s on us as the adults to give 
them the tools, to give them the op-
portunity, to give them the hope.”

COMMUNITY SUPPORT
As with all local non-profi ts, the past 

year has been a challenging one for 
The Bunker, who found themselves 
having to cancel or revise their usual 
fundraising events. 

But the community has really 

stepped up, Kevin said, especially 
when it came to supporting their 
pulled pork food truck last summer. 

“The community support that we 
got—our slowest day on a Thursday 
last year was like our busiest on any 
previous year,” he said. “We just had 
people coming rain or shine. That ex-
tra support really, really helped carry 
us through.”

The Bunker will be offering pulled 
pork for lunch Thursdays at their loca-
tion on Industrial Dr. starting in April 
and Wednesdays beginning in June in 
the industrial park.
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City of Morden unveils $19 million fi nancial plan
By Lorne Stelmach

An ambitious budget is in place for 
the City of Morden for 2021.

Council last Thursday gave fi rst ap-
proval to a $19 million fi nancial plan.

The City is drawing more from re-
serve funds and anticipating a boost 
in provincial funding to help pump 
more into capital projects while also 
reducing spending in a number of ar-
eas.

Council is planning on only ask-
ing a little bit more of taxpayers with 
this plan, with a net municipal tax in-
crease of one per cent. 
On a home valued 
at $250,000, that will 
mean $22.49 more in 
municipal taxes.

“There’s a balancing 
act there that council 
has to seek to maintain, 
but there’s also util-
ity needs, roads that 
are crumbling, and 
things like that which 
have to get done,” said 
Mayor Brandon Burley. 
“Sometimes if you’re 
deferring those costs, it makes them 
even more expensive, and we’re fi nd-
ing that out now with water treatment 
and roads.

“There are several large capital proj-
ects that are included in the budget 
that are relieved by other expendi-
tures coming off,” he said, citing the 
example of signifi cant work being 
done at the Access Event Centre as 
well as priorities revolving around 
wastewater. 

“A substantial amount of it involves 
wastewater. There’s a massive cost to 
us this year in engineering for waste-
water as well as water treatment plant 
upgrades,” Burley said. “We do have 
a huge amount of engineering work 
ahead of us.”

Council is drawing $3.8 million from 
reserve funds towards its capital proj-
ects. Burley noted council recognizes 

that dipping into reserve funds is not 
sustainable in the longer term, but 
says they’re positioned for it now with 
some funds also going back into re-
serve.

“Next year will be even more so be-
cause we have to restore the city to fi -
nancial equilibrium,” he said. “One of 
the things that we plan to do is make 
contributions back into it. We can 
fund some of our projects out of dif-
ferent sources ... and the actual draw 
from the reserve will likely not be as 
high.

“We do have some wiggle room in 
that we have a lot of un-
allocated gas tax money 
coming back yet, and all 
of these programs are eli-
gible ... we do have about 
$1.5 million in gas tax and 
GST coming back to us.”

What overall is about $10 
million in capital projects 
includes $2.2 million com-
ing through a debenture 
to fund the ice plant up-
grade at the event centre, 
while another $2.3 million 
comes through the util-

ity fund for utility projects including 
wastewater treatment and new water 
mains.  

Other signifi cant capital projects 
include civic centre improvements, 
fi bre optic infrastructure, a new wa-
ter tanker, and a new cemetery as 
well as road projects such as Buhler 
Dr., Parkhill Dr. west, the 100 block of 
Ninth St., and the Stephen and Moun-
tain St. intersection.

Meanwhile, on the operational side, 
Burley said they were able to keep 
moving forward with a minimal tax 
increase with “a lot of it borne from 
fi nding cost savings ... a lot of it is also 
reallocating some of the resources we 
have.”

The budget of just over $19 million 
is  a 23 per cent increase from the 2020 
budget of $15.3 million. 

Nearly half of the revenue comes 

from the municipal tax levy. The total 
revenue from that source overall rises 
4.6 per cent to just over $9.1 million.

The city is also drawing substan-
tially on reserve funds with an in-
crease from just under $1.5 million to 
over $3.8 million, while other revenue 
sources are budgeted to bring in an 
additional 17.6 per cent to a total of 
just under $6.1 million. 

The largest portion of that other rev-
enue is provincial municipal tax shar-
ing at $1.6 million followed by other 
government grants. The amount fore-
cast to come from the federal govern-
ment is down 43 per cent to almost 
$490,000, but the amount anticipated 
from the province is more than dou-
bled to over $1.1 million from just un-
der $500,000.

Other signifi cant sources of income 
include $825,000 from recreation ser-
vices and $266,500 from the beach as 
well as $200,000 from added taxes and 
$191,000 from the sharing of protec-
tive services.

Meanwhile, the increase in spending 
comes primarily under fi scal services, 
which nearly doubles from just under 
$3.5 million to almost $6.8 million.

The hike in spending in that catego-
ry comes from a substantial boost in 
money going towards the capital bud-
get with an increase from $2.8 million 
to $6.1 million.

The next largest portion of spend-
ing comes under community services, 
which increases just one per cent to 
$3.2 million, and it includes funding 
for such areas as recreation, parks, 
and the beach and campground as 
well as other community facilities.  

Funding for the police and fi re de-
partments comes under protective 
services, which sees a 4.7 per cent in-
crease to $3 million.

Transportation services covering ev-
erything from roads and sidewalks to 
planning and engineering costs sees 
its budget increase three per cent to 
$1.7 million.

16 per cent to $1.4 million. Next comes 
transfers from reserves, which rises 
46 per cent to $1.1 million.

Other lesser budget areas include 
economic development, which rises 
three per cent to $802,000, environ-
mental health services, which  de-
creases 12 per cent to $644,000, and as 
public health and welfare, which de-
creases 13 per cent to $153,000.

Burley stressed that they feel the 
budget overall strikes a good balance 
and offers a plan that will help keep 
the city moving forward.

“The reserve will need to be re-
charged, and that is going to be next 
year’s focus,” said Burley, who added 
council’s goal now three years into 
their term was  “making sure we can 
position the city for success.

“We want to leave the city after four 
years in a forward facing direction,” 
he concluded. “Over the four years of 
our mandate, council is pointing in 
that direction of the strategic vision 
of creating and crafting a community 
that is usable, a destination for people 
to live, work and play.”

 PHOTO BY LORNE 
STELMACH/VOICE

Mayor Brandon Burley last week 
unveiled Morden council’s plans 
for a $19 million budget for 2021.

be further compensating the community with 
funding support.

“They’re also making some capital improve-
ments to the facility as well that had been on 
our capital plan,” Burley said. “We just are 
working on fi nalizing the actual arrangements 
for compensation, but once that is done it will 
be a public document.”

As the vaccination centre prepares to open, 
city staff have been actively making alternate 
plans for hall user groups.

“There are practical considerations around 
usage that we are working through to try to ac-

commodate user groups who are frequent us-
ers of that facility. That’s a challenge, but it’s a 
positive challenge,” Burley said.

“We are actively looking at alternate spaces 
that the City can accommodate these differ-
ent groups in over the year, and I think we’ll 
be able to fi nd some solid alternatives so that 
we don’t have to put these organizations to 
the curb and their programming can still hap-
pen,” he said. “I think we’ve got very solid plan 
B venues for all those things that will be af-
fected.”

 >  VACCINATION CENTRE, FROM PG. 2

General gov-
ernment services 
such as city staff-
ing and adminis-
tration decreases 

“THERE’S A 
BALANCING ACT 
THERE THAT 
COUNCIL HAS 
TO SEEK TO 
MAINTAIN ...”
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I
n nearly every global 
crisis something good 
arises from the ashes 
of the chaos that lay 
strewn about when the 

smoke clears.
Now, before I dive into these things 

it should be said that none of the good 
justifi es that bad that came before. 
None of it. It would have come any-
how—it just would have taken longer.

It is worth noting that jet engines, 
synthetic oil and rubber, radar and 
more rose out of WW2. The fi nancial 
crisis of 2008 led to the surging suc-
cess of things Airbnb and Uber. The 
modern tea bag arose during WW1 
as did the styl-
ish trench coat. 
Canned food came 
about out of ne-
cessity during the 
Napoleonic Wars. 
WW2 also led to 
the mass produc-
tion of penicillin. 

Ultimately, neces-
sity is the mother 
of invention. Often 
these things were not really invented 
during a crisis but it was the crisis that 
led to a large number of people real-
izing their potential and driving their 
development.

If there is one thing I am coming to 
appreciate in the garbage storm that 
has been the COVID-19 years it is 

how certain technologies are leaping 
forward.

Let’s talk about the emergence of 
web-based video conferencing as 
one of those technologies that will go 
down in history as having owed its 
major advancements to a global pan-
demic.

Whether you are a student, a board 
member, a grandparent or offi ce em-
ployee forced to work from home, 
COVID has signifi cantly accelerated 
the adoption of this technology and 
the related infrastructure required in 
ways that would have happened at a 
much slower pace otherwise. 

Don’t get me wrong: I am the fi rst 
person to praise the value of meet-
ing people face-to-face. However, 
as a habitual board member I can 
tell you video conferencing through 
Zoom, Microsoft Teams, Google Meet 
or whatever saves me a signifi cant 
amount of time. No longer do I have 
to waste time on things like commut-
ing to the meeting, commuting from 
the meeting, and getting dressed from 
the waist down.

The meetings are far more concise 
and to the point and frankly valuable 
than ever before. 

In these days when all eyes are on 
carbon reduction these technologies 
are inadvertently becoming eco-he-
roes as telecommuting takes the place 
of actual commuting. 

In the aftermath of this most recent 
pandemic when we do the post-mor-
tem to discover how we could be bet-
ter prepared for the next one it will 

be obvious that communities with af-
fordable, accessible, high-speed inter-
net had a leg up. 

SpaceX could not have chosen a bet-
ter time to launch its Starlink broad-
band satellite internet as COVID has 
required so much in terms of internet 
access. 

Historically these discoveries and 
advancements do not go away after 
the crisis. If anything, the gravity of 
the crisis slingshots these things into 
the future with greater momentum. 

Things are going to change. People 
will ask legitimate questions like, “Is it 
really necessary for all of us to drive in 
to this location for a two-hour meet-
ing when we could do it from home?”

With subsidiary industries like oil 
and gas seeing reduced demand oth-
er technologies will need to accelerate 
to fi ll the gap, and the ripple-effect list 
goes on. 

Large, offi ce-space corporations will 
be asking if it is a necessary cost to 
own or lease a 12 storey building in 
the core when they could incent em-
ployees to work from home. I imagine 
there will be a bit of a commercial real 
estate crisis in the centres of larger 
cities. 

Large businesses like call centres 
will be investigating the development 
of an entire infrastructure without 
brick and mortar in favour of a dis-
tributed organization. 

Gone are the days of “if I can’t see 
you working then I don’t believe you 

Necessity is a mother
getheardtheardttEDITORIAL  >  VIEWPOINTS >  LETTERS

All columns and letters published on our Get Heard pages are the personal opinions of the submitting writers. They are 
not objective news articles, nor are they necessarily the viewpoint of the Winkler Morden Voice.
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letters
RESTRAINED APPROACH IS
NECESSARY

Based on Candice Bergen’s comments regarding the 
online town hall meeting with her constituents [Voice, 
March 4, Pg. 5], I am thankful she is not in charge of re-
sponding to the pandemic. 

Instead of adding to the confusion, she should be rein-
forcing the information provided by our medical experts 
who stress the importance of washing our hands, wear-

ing a mask and distancing. 
It is because people in our southern health region have, 

for the most part, tried to follow these directives that we 
are in a relatively positive situation now. 

We need to continue to be  restrained in our desire to 
open up the economy completely before it is safe to do 
so.

Bill Toews,
Morden

Continued on page 7
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are working” in favour of more goal-
based management. 

Access to affordable post-secondary 
education leaps forward if a univer-
sity student can complete a degree 

without having to fi nd anexpensive 
apartment in downtown Toronto.

Yes, COVID-19 has changed things 
forever. Some of it for the better. 

The Voice welcomes letters from 
readers on local and regional issues 
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are unlikely 
to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful. 

The Voice reserves the right to edit, 
condense, or reject any submission.

Please include your full name, ad-
dress, and phone number for veri-
fi cation purposes. Your name and 
city will be published with your 
letter. We do not print anonymous 
letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at                                                            
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Letter policy

 >  CANTELON, FROM PG. 6

PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Coffee Culture’s Lisa Zacharias (third from left) with (from left) Galene Westhaver, Jen Froese, and Cathy Sav-
age from the Winkler and Morden family resource centres and a few of the muffi n fl avours up for grabs in 
the restaurant’s Muffi ns for Munchkins campaign next week.

Muffi ns for Munchkins on March 17-19
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Family Resource Cen-
tre and the Morden Parent and Child 
Resource Centre are teaming up with 
Coffee Culture in both communities 
for a special fundraiser next week.

The very fi rst Muffi ns for Munch-
kins campaign runs March 17-19.

One hundred per cent of the pro-
ceeds from the purchase of any red 
velvet, maple pecan, chocolate chip, 
or lemon poppyseed 2.2 oz. muffi ns 
on those three days will go to support 
free early childhood programming for 
Morden-Winkler families.

Coffee Culture owner/manager Lisa 
Zacharias was quick to jump at the 
chance to support the two agencies.

“I’m always so thankful for the way 
the community has supported us, es-
pecially through this pandemic, so 
this is a way for  me to say thank you 
and to give back to the community,” 
she said, noting the muffi ns they’re of-
fering for the campaign are about half 
the size of the huge ones they usually 
have for sale, but that just means you 
can eat more of them. 

Cathy Savage, who heads up both 
centres, is certainly grateful for Zach-
arias’ help and hopes muffi n-lovers 
will come out in droves to support the 
cause.

“This is a great way to support the 
family resource centres and a great 

100 per cent of proceeds going to Winkler, Morden family resource centres

Case numbers on the right track, but risk remains: Roussin
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Public health offi cials announced 63 
new cases of COVID-19 and one new 
virus-related death on Monday.

That brought the total of lab-con-
fi rmed cases in Manitoba to 32,288.

There were 1,145 active cases, 30,236 
recoveries, and 907 total deaths due to 
the virus at press time. Manitoba has 

thus far reported six cases of the B117 
COVID-19 variant and three of the 
B1351 variant.

“Our case numbers for the most 
part continue to improve, trend in the 
right direction, as do our hospitaliza-
tion numbers,” said Dr. Brent Roussin, 
Manitoba’s chief public health offi cer. 
“However, we still see many individu-
als in hospital, still see many individ-

way to support Coffee Culture as 
well,” she said, noting pandemic re-
strictions this winter certainly took a 
toll on local eateries.

She hopes Muffi ns for Munchkins 
could become a yearly event.

“For us this is a huge opportunity 
because it’s our fi rst big partnership 

campaign that we want to run annu-
ally,” Savage said.

Muffi ns are $1 each and can be pur-
chased at the restaurants during the 
campaign days or ordered in advance 
at your selected Coffee Culture at 
least 48 hours before pick-up or deliv-
ery (pre-ordering is recommended for 

large orders). 
Order forms are available on the so-

cial media pages of WFRC, MPCRC, 
and the local Coffee Cultures. Forms 
can be sent to winkler@coffeeculture-
cafe.com or morden@coffeeculture-
cafe.com.

uals still in intensive care.
“So there continues to be a need for 

us to be on guard. The variants of con-
cern add to that need. We are still at 
risk.”

A total of 164 people were in hos-
pital due to the virus on Monday, 22 
in intensive care. Fifty-four of those 
patients were considered to be conta-
gious.

The fi ve-day COVID-19 test positiv-
ity rate was 3.5 per cent provincially 
and 2.4 per cent in Winnipeg.

Our health region, Southern Health-
Santé Sud, had a total of 34 active cas-
es at press time and 16 people in hos-
pital, including three in ICU. A total 

of 4,627 people have recovered from 
the virus. One hundred and forty-two 
people have died.

Breaking down the numbers further 
in the Pembina Valley, there were four 
active cases in Carman at the start of 
the week, three in Winkler and Red 
River South, two each in Morden and 
the Altona and MacDonald areas, and 
one each in the Lorne/Louise/Pem-
bina and Morris areas. Reporting no 
active cases were the areas of Stanley, 
Roland/Thompson, and Grey.

These areas together have seen 1,338 
recoveries and 27 deaths since the 
pandemic began a year ago.
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Manitoba delaying COVID-19 shot second doses
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Manitoba’s vaccine task force an-
nounced a major change to the rollout 
of the COVID-19 shots last week.

Dr. Joss Reimer, the task force’s 
medical lead, said the province is in-
creasing the length of time between 
fi rst and second doses of the vaccine. 
This change could allow every eligible 
Manitoban to receive a fi rst dose of 
the vaccine by  the end of May or June, 
depending on vaccine supply. 

“This approach will allow us to im-
munize more eligible Manitobans 
sooner,” Reimer said. “This helps pro-
tect us all.”

Manufacturers of the Pfi zer-BioN-
Tech and Moderna vaccines recom-
mend second doses be administered 
three or four weeks after the fi rst.

But recent guidance from the Na-
tional Advisory Committee on Immu-
nizations (NACI) has stated the inter-
val between doses could potentially 
be extended to four months without 
losing a great deal of effectiveness.

“These vaccines are providing a sig-
nifi cant level of protection even after 
one dose,” Reimer explained. “This 
means that there is more of a clear 
advantage to getting vaccine to more 
people sooner.”

Data from other parts of Canada, the 
United Kingdom, and Israel have put 

fi rst dose effi cacy of the vaccines to be 
between 70-80 per cent.

“That’s excellent real-world vaccine 
effectiveness,” Reimer said, noting, of 
course, the vaccines have not been out 
long enough to get four-month data 
yet.

“We feel very comfortable with the 
data that we have in front of us, that 
it’s been so consistent in so many dif-
ferent jurisdictions to provide that 
high level of effectiveness up until two 
months,” she said. “But we also will be 
watching and if there’s any signs after 
that two month point that immunity 
starts to decrease, we can pivot again.

“That’s the nature of science—we 
are always putting out our best plan 
but then testing it and watching,” Re-
imer said. “We need to be ready to 
adapt to new information as it comes 
in ... we feel that, based on the infor-
mation available to us, this is the best 
plan.”

Health offi cials have said that all 
second dose appointments made be-
fore this change was announced will 
be honoured.

It’s also important to note that a sec-
ond dose of the vaccine is still needed 
for full protection.

“For long-lasting immunity, that sec-
ond dose is really important,” Reimer 
stressed. “We don’t want to have to do 
this next year.”

“THE WHOLE WORLD IS 
WATCHING”

Reimer also addressed questions 
about the differences between the 
various vaccines now approved for 
use in Canada, including the newer 
AstraZeneca vaccine.

“Clinical and real-world studies 
have shown all of these vaccines to 
be effective in preventing COVID-19,” 
she said. “The people who have been 
immunized are much less likely to not 
only become infected but also to have 
severe symptoms if they do become 
infected.”

While these vaccines were devel-
oped quickly they still had to meet 
certain standards before being ap-
proved for use.

“There have clinical trails, there 
have been data reviews—all of the 
processes associated with a more typ-
ical vaccine authorization process,” 
Reimer said. “Data on these vaccines 
are growing all the time and they con-

tinue to be very closely monitored. In 
fact, the whole world is watching as 
these vaccines get rolled out.”

She pointed out that this close moni-
toring and quick reporting of any po-
tential side effects doesn’t happen 
with any other type of medical inter-
vention.

“So we know far more about the vac-
cine safety than we do any prescrip-
tion that I might write in my clinic, for 
example,” Reimer said. “For me, the 
development of these vaccines shows 
what we are capable of on an interna-
tional scale when there’s a strong col-
lective will to protect people’s health.”

Reimer urged people to get vacci-
nated with whichever vaccine is avail-
able as soon as they are eligible.

“They have all been tested and they 
have all been found to be safe and ef-
fective,” she said.

Up-to-date vaccination eligibility 
guidelines and details about booking 
your appointment are available on-
line at manitoba.ca/covid19/vaccine/
index.html

“THIS APPROACH WILL ALLOW US TO IMMUNIZE MORE 
ELIGIBLE MANITOBANS SOONER.”

Local cellist earns provincial honours
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Manitoba Registered Music Teachers’ As-
sociation (MRMTA) honoured several talented 
young musicians recently through its 2021 Per-
formance Scholarship Competition, including a 
local teen.

Fifteen-year-old Thomas Kroeker nabbed the 
senior instrumental award at the event, earn-
ing a scholarship he intends to put towards his 
post-secondary studies in a few years.

The Morden Collegiate student has been play-
ing the cello for about seven years now.

“When I was eight years old my grandpar-
ents took me and my brothers to this orchestra 
concert and I really liked the sound of the cello 
and decided I wanted to learn how to play it,” 
Kroeker recalls.

He’s been honing his skills ever since, taking 
lessons today from Douglas Kuhl School of Mu-
sic teacher Natalie Goodlett.

After months of Zoom lessons from Goodlett, 
Kroeker says he’s looking forward to the re-
sumption of in-person practices as pandemic 
restrictions ease.

“It’s been challenging,” he says. “Especially 
dealing with buggy technology.”

The scholarship competition—which draws 
upwards of 70 students from across Manitoba 

each year—also had to be done virtually this 
year.

Kroeker recorded himself performing two 
pieces for the adjudicators’ consideration: a 
section from Sebastian Bach’s “Cello Suite No. 
4” and Antonín Dvorák’s “Silent Woods.” He 
played the latter again in the MRMTA’s win-
ners’ gala concert streamed online last Sunday.

Kroeker says he normally practises for an hour 
a day, but upped that by 30-60 minutes in the 
weeks leading up to recording his pieces for the 
competition.

“This competition meant a lot to me this year 
because it gave me something to work towards, 
because there’s no Morden Festival of the Arts,” 
he says. The local festival was cancelled thanks 
to COVID-19.

It’s certainly a lot of work to master an instru-
ment like the cello, but Kroeker says it’s all worth 
it to see the joy his music can bring to others.

“I always get nervous before a performance, 
but I fi nd that the satisfying feeling that you get 
at the end of a performance more than makes 
up for it,” he says. “I like that my music makes 
people happy.”

The Gr. 10 student hasn’t made any decisions 
yet about whether he’ll pursue music as a ca-
reer, though it’s certainly a possibility. He’s says 
he’s also interested in computer science.

Thomas Kroeker Thomas Kroeker 
won the senior won the senior 
instrumental instrumental 
award at the award at the 
MRMTA’s provin-MRMTA’s provin-
cial scholarship cial scholarship 
competition.competition.

 SUPPLIED  SUPPLIED 
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Province eases back on some restrictions
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Another step in Manitoba’s slow re-
turn to some semblance of normalcy 
was taken Friday as the province’s lat-
est public health orders came into ef-
fect.

At a press conference outlining the 
orders on March 2, Premier Brian Pal-
lister stressed that while the prov-
ince’s vaccination program is making 
some headway, “we are not out of the 
woods yet” when it comes to battling 
COVID-19.

That’s why Manitoba will continue 
with a slow but steady approach to re-
opening, the premier said, explaining 
there will be two phases of health re-
striction rollbacks in the weeks ahead.

“These changes, once again, are cau-
tious changes to ensure we continue 
to protect and safeguard Manitoba 
lives,” Pallister said. 

Dr. Brent Roussin, Manitoba’s chief 
public health offi cer, went on to out-
line the fi rst phase of orders, which 
came into effect March 5 and remain 
active until March 25.

“Manitoba’s case numbers and test 
positivity rates continue to trend in 

the right direction,” he said. “That’s 
why we’re able to begin to look at 
other options to cautiously reopen 
services in Manitoba.”

Changes to the public health orders 
in effect throughout Manitoba in-
clude:

• Households can either continue to 
designate two visitors to their homes 
or designate a second household so 
that two households can visit each 
other, as long as everyone in the house 
has authorized those designated indi-
viduals to visit.

• Gathering limits at an outdoor 
public or private place increase to 10 
people, including for outdoor non-or-
ganized sport or recreation activities. 

• Places of worship have increased 
capacity size of 25 per cent or 100 peo-
ple, whichever is lower, with physi-
cal distancing measures in place and 
mask requirements.

• All business types are now able to 
operate, with the exception of indoor 
theatres, indoor concert halls, casinos, 
and bingo halls.

• Retail stores, malls, and personal 
services have increased capacity lim-
its of up to 50 per cent or 250 people, 

whichever is lower, with other public 
health measures still in effect.

• Restaurants and licensed premises 
have increased capacity limits of up 
to 50 per cent, with the requirement 
for tables to sit with only household 
members. Other public health mea-
sures remain in effect.

• Businesses other than casinos can 
resume operating video lottery termi-
nals.

• Professional theatre groups, dance 
companies, symphonies, and operas 
can resume rehearsals that are not ac-
cessible to members of the public.

• Day camps for children can oper-
ate at 25 per cent capacity.

• Indoor recreation and sporting fa-
cilities such as gyms, fi tness centres, 
rinks, courts, fi elds, ranges, studios, 
clubs, pools and centres can open at 
25 per cent total capacity, with pub-
lic health measures in place includ-
ing for spectators, common areas, 
and locker rooms. The requirement to 
provide one-on-one instructions has 
been removed.

• Gym, fi tness centres, and pool us-
ers must continue to wear a mask 
while working out and in all other ar-

eas of the facility, with the exception 
of while in a swimming pool.

• Dance, theatre, and music facilities 
can open for a total capacity of 25 per 
cent.

• Indoor recreational facilities such 
as arcades, go-kart tracks, and chil-
dren’s facilities can open at 25 per 
cent capacity with physical distancing 
measures in place.

A further easing of restrictions could 
happen in a few weeks.

“Later in March we’ll continue to 
evaluate whether we will stay at this 
level or continue to cautiously re-
open,” Roussin said.

He stressed that people still need to 
take steps to protect themselves from 
contracting and spreading the virus.

“We shouldn’t interpret these re-
openings as a reduction in our risk,” 
Roussin said. “We were at this place 
before. We know that if let our guards 
down we’re going to see transmission 
of this virus again. So we all have to be 
on guard, continue to practise those 
fundamentals.”

That includes the continued use of 
masks, practising good hand hygiene, 
physical distancing, and staying home 
when showing even mild symptoms 
of illness.

Relaxed public health orders in effect until March 25

Students host food drive in support of The Hub
By Lorne Stelmach

École Morden Middle School stu-
dents were collecting food this past 
week for families who need a helping 
hand.

The entire Gr. 5-8 student body took 
part in the campaign, which ultimate-
ly saw 1,464 non-perishable items de-
livered to The Hub Community Cen-
tre for distribution.

The school usually participates in 
Farm Credit Canada’s annual food 
drive, but that was not able to happen 
this year due to the pandemic.

“I felt it was still really important to 
do a food drive to support The Hub,” 
said teacher Tara Chewings.

“Usually we have our ‘Freedom 
Fighters’ group that has three sub-
groups focusing on making our school 
a better place and the community and 
the world,” she noted. “And usually 
we’ve supported The Hub with bake 
sales and also, with their Better Ac-
cess to Groceries program, we’ve had 
kids helping sort and bag groceries.

“We were unable to do all that stuff 
this year, but I thought a food drive 
was easy and doable, and it makes the 
kids feel good that they’re still con-

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
École Morden Middle School students rallied together last week to fi ll the shelves at The Hub Community 
Centre in support of local families.

tributing,” said Chewings. “Also our 
theme this year for Pink Shirt dDay 
was kindness, so we are showing 
kindness back to our community and 
helping our families in need.”

The students really grabbed onto the 

challenge of seeing which class could 
bring in the most donations.

“Each home room class is going to 
submit their total number of items 
that they brought in, and the winning 
class in each grade is going to win 

two free periods using the iPads for 
games or whatever they like, so it’s a 
little bit of incentive to bring in some 
stuff,” said Chewings. “They are proud 
to help out ... and I think we’ve had a 
pretty good response.”
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By Ashleigh Viveiros

Thanks to the generosity of the 
community, the Winkler and District 
Christmas Cheer Board was able to 
extend its giving season by a few extra 
months this year.

Volunteers met last week to discuss 
what to do with the leftover funds 
that poured in for the 2020 campaign. 
More than $120,000 was raised last 
Christmas—well over the $95,000 goal 
organizers had set for the year.

President Kris Derksen says they’ve 

earmarked $25,000 toward an endow-
ment fund at the Winkler Community 
Foundation. 

“So that money will keep giving for 
many, many  years to come,” she says, 
explaining future Cheer Board cam-
paigns will benefi t from the annual 
interest the fund generates, provid-
ing a stable source of income for the 
cause.

The Winkler Christmas Cheer Board 
Fund was actually created by a local 
family who made a signifi cant dona-
tion to get it started in memory of re-

cently lost loved ones. More details 
on the family involved is expected to 
be released by the foundation in the 
weeks ahead.

Derksen says the Cheer Board is 
grateful the family chose to honour 
their loved ones in this way.

The fund provides the community 
with another way to support the Cheer 
Board, as donations to it will continue 
to pay it forward in perpetuity.

“We don’t want people to donate just 
there, but if there are larger amounts 
... that will help us out for many, many 

years,” Derksen says. “Long after we’re 
all done helping with the Cheer Board 
or being on the board, that [interest] 
will still be coming in every year.”

While the Cheer Board will keep a bit 
of the remaining excess funds read-
ily accessible for future campaigns, a 
good chunk of it is going to be donat-
ed to the Central Station Community 
Centre for its Café 545 program.

“They’re feeding people as well, and 
I know they were at one point strug-

Winkler Cheer Board still spreading holiday cheer

Continued on page 11

Morden Fire pays tribute to long-serving members
By Lorne Stelmach

Morden fi re Chief Andy Thiessen is 
always especially grateful for his vol-
unteer fi refi ghters with long records 
of service to the community.

The dedication to Morden Fire and 
Rescue cannot be taken for granted 
on both a professional and personal 
level, Thiessen observed recently as 
the department paid tribute to several 
of its members.

“When you go through a down part 
of life, you’ve got 30 guys here to lift 
you up and encourage you, but also 
if something great happens, then 
they’re celebrating with you,” said the 
chief, who himself now has 34 years of 
service, including 26 as chief.

“It’s hard to explain when you’re 
part of it, but it’s defi nitely a huge fac-
tor for us. There’s a bond there that 
just can’t explain ... it’s just kind of 
unique.”

Other Morden fi refi ghters who have 
been with the department for decades 
include pump operator Lorne Enns  
(34 years) and Deputy Chief Tim Re-
imer (31 years).

Driver and pump operator Paul 
Warkentine also just marked the 30 
year milestone.

“I have a high level of respect for my 
teammates,” said Warkentine, who 
grew up on a farm in the area and  
has worked as a heavy duty mechanic 
and, for the past decade, instructor.

“I wanted to connect a little more 
with the community. I wanted to be 
a part of the community,” Warkentine 
said of his decision to join the fi re de-
partment at age 32, noting his interest 
was piqued a few years earlier when 
his parents experienced a barn fi re.

What stands out for Warkentine 
is the range of skills and the level of 
training involved among the depart-
ment members, as well as their dedi-
cation to it.

“There is a lot of training that goes 
into keeping up,” he said. “What’s 
kept me here this long is the lead-
ership. We’ve got great leadership. 
We’ve got guys from an assortment 
of careers, and when we come to-
gether, it’s a great team,  and it makes 
for great insight when we get to our 
emergencies. We have expertise in a 
lot of areas.”

“We have something special going 
with this department. These guys re-
ally want to be here. It’s a nice feeling, 
like you’re home,” said Dennis Mackl-
em, Morden Fire’s radio operator and 
administration assistant, who is pre-
paring to retire this spring.

Macklem not only has 15 years with 
the Morden department but 47 years 
of service overall. He served with the 
Killarney Turtle-Mountain depart-
ment, the Emerson- Franklin fi re ser-

vice as its chief, and also as chief and 
founding member of the Minton de-
partment in Saskatchewan. 

Born and raised in Deloraine, he 
moved to Morden to be closer to 
his grandchildren. He was soon ap-
proached by Thiessen to see if he’d 
like to suit up once again.

“I’ve always looked at it as wanting 
to put something back into the com-
munity. That’s been my whole thrust,” 
Macklem said. “I’ve had a great run 
with these guys. It’s meant a lot to me. 

“I’ve met a ton of people, and I’ve 
learned a great many things. I consid-
er myself very fortunate,” he added. 
“It’s all about teamwork, and every-
body knows what the other person 
has to do, and I can do my part. You 
know that you can count on all of 
them.”

The department normally holds an 
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Long-time fi refi ghters Dennis Macklem and Paul Warkentine beside the 
Morden department’s new fi re rescue truck.

annual event where they present ser-
vice awards, but the pandemic this 
year means they have had to fi nd oth-
ers to honour its members, including 
on social media.

In addition to those members al-
ready mentioned, there are a num-
ber of others who have achieved 
milestones. Having reached 20 years 
of service are Bryan Gerbrandt, Al-
lan Oray, Gord Enns, Darrel Klassen, 
Scott Hildebrand and Justin Hildeb-
rand. Hitting 10 years of service were 
Josh Barkley, Ron Grumpelt, Ramsay 
Fehr, Shawn Strome, and Ray Jonas-
son.

Thiessen is thankful for all of the 
members but recently paid tribute on 
social media in particular to Warken-
tine and Macklem.

“Who does things for 30 years for 
nothing? I always say you better en-
joy it ... there’s a lot of them who have 
stuck around,” he said. “I lean on those 
two in particular for different reasons.

“Paul is so mechanically inclined. 
I’m sure he has saved the city so much 
money over 30 years in just keeping 
the equipment in top shape.

“With Dennis, for me, it’s going to be 
a big hit to not have him here. It’s re-
ally been a case of knowing what each 
other thinks. It’s going to be different 
without him around.”

Both Warkentine and Macklem 
noted it is great to see new members 
beginning their fi re careers with the 
department, with Morden Fire and 
Rescue having recently done a re-
cruitment drive.

“It’s great to see new guys starting. 
It’s great to see that energy that they 
bring to it,” said Warkentine.

“It’s so great to see this young 
new crew coming on board,” agreed 
Macklem. “We’re so fortunate. We’ve 
brought fi ve new people in, and they 
are just coming to the end of their lev-
el one training.”
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Services for Seniors getting 
the word out about ERIK

By Lorne Stelmach

Morden Services for Seniors is un-
dertaking a campaign to help ensure 
the safety of the elderly in emergen-
cies.

It is promoting and distributing 
Emergency Response Information 
Kits (ERIK) with the help of local 
pharmacies.

The kits compile such vital informa-
tion as medical conditions, allergies, 
current medications, emergency con-
tacts, and health care directives in one 
place on the refrigerator. They also in-
clude a copy to go in a wallet or purse.

“If it can save one life, it is worth it,” 
suggested community resource co-or-
dinator Kimberly Klassen, citing how 
emergency responders will immedi-
ately recognize the ERIK red dot on a 
house’s door and know where to look 
fi rst.

“These kits are universal across 
Canada, so if they see the red ERIK kit 
sticker on the door then they know to 
go directly to the fridge,” she said. “I 
would love to have every single senior 
have a red dot on their door.”

Klassen said she has come to realize 
that having immediate access to this 
kind of information could be abso-
lutely vital in many situations. 

“These kits are especially needed in 
homes where there’s individuals liv-
ing by themselves,” she said. “It also 
is very benefi cial for couples because 
very often when there is an emer-
gency, the other senior is so emotional 
that they don’t know what to say or 
how to say it.

“It eliminates the guesswork, and 
it allows [emergency responders] to 
give medications that may save some-
one’s life. They will have their health 
care information as well as their 
emergency contacts.

“It makes sure everyone is all con-
nected and working together,” Klas-
sen said, adding ERIK can also in-
clude health care directives such as if 
a person does not want to be resusci-
tated.

Klassen did an initial promotion 
throughout February and distribut-

ed over 80 kits. Now she is giving it 
another push with the help of local 
pharmacies such as Pharmasave.

“We’ve already given out our en-
tire fi rst batch and asked for a second 
batch,” said pharmacist Ray Buhr.

He recognizes the value of the pro-
gram, noting a lot of their clients are 
elderly and may be uncertain about 
their medications, and in an emer-
gency situation, it may not be readily 
known what they may need.

“Having this information sitting 
right on their refrigerator is some-

thing great for them, and it can help 
the emergency responders know 
exactly what they are dealing with,” 
Buhr said. “Any time saved is great for 
the patient.”

“We only ask for a dollar donation 
to cover the costs because we are a 
non-profi t,” noted Klassen, who en-
couraged people to contact their local 
pharmacy or Morden Services for Se-
niors for more information and assis-
tance.  “I’m willing to go to a person’s 
home to help them fi ll it in as well.”
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Kimberly Klassen, community resource co-ordinator with Morden Ser-
vices for Seniors, and pharmacist Ray Buhr of Pharmasave in Morden 
with one of the ERIK packages.

Emergency kits 
compile your vital 
information in one 
place

By Voice staff

Two men have been arrested in con-
nection with a altercation that took 
place in Winkler last week.

Police received a report of a stab-
bing at a residence on Main St. South 
at about 5:38 a.m. on March 3.

Offi cers arrived to fi nd an injured 
47-year-old man on the sidewalk in 
the 200 block of the street.

The victim was taken to Boundary 
Trails Health Centre with various in-
juries, including cuts to both of his 
hands and a stab wound to his chest. 
He was treated and released.

Police determined that a verbal al-
tercation escalated when a male sus-
pect physically assaulted the victim. 

Two men arrested in Main St. South stabbing

gling to fi nd support for the meals 
they give out every Monday,” Derk-
sen says. “We’re glad we can help.”

This is the fi rst time the Cheer 
Board has ever had so much extra 
money to play with after a campaign.

“This was just an exceptional year,” 
Derksen says. “We can’t thank the 

community enough. We were all 
blown away at how everyone stepped 
up and just gave to something that 
they thought was worthy.”

The Cheer Board usually sends out 
care hampers to families in need, but 
this year they had to go with mainly 
gift cards instead thanks to the pan-

demic. A total of 368 grocery cards 
were given to families to help get 
them through the holidays and be-
yond.

“We’ve heard from Co-op that that 
money has been well used,” Derksen 
says. “They’ve redeemed a fair bit of 
those gift cards already.”

 >  CHEER BOARD, FROM PG. 10

A second male suspect then assaulted 
the victim with an edged weapon.

Both suspects turned themselves 
into police at the Winkler Police Sta-
tion later that same day.

A 36-year-old male and a 30-year-

old male, both from Winkler, are ex-
pected to face charges of assault with 
a weapon and assault causing bodily 
harm. Their names have not been re-
leased, as formal charges have not yet 
been laid.

Both suspects were released on un-
dertakings with various conditions 
and court dates of May 5 in Morden 
Provincial Court.

Police say that the suspects and the 
victim were all known to each other.

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Clocks spring forward this 
Sunday for daylight savings
By Voice staff

Daylight Saving Time goes into effect on 
Sunday, March 14, when clocks will “spring 
forward” by one hour beginning at 2 a.m. 
The shift will essentially make it darker in 
the early morning hours, while leaving one 
extra hour of light in the evening.

It also means that March 14 will only be 23 
hours long, and you’ll lose sleep if you have 
fi xed times for waking up on the weekend. 
Regardless, you’ll probably feel a bit dis-
combobulated over the following days as 

you adjust to a different sunlight schedule.
Clocks are pushed ahead one hour in 

spring to what’s commonly called “daylight 
saving time,” an idea fi rst used in Germany 
during the First World War with the goal of 
saving energy. It aims to take advantage of 
daylight hours in the spring so that people 
don’t sleep through the fi rst few hours of 
sunshine.

When the daylight period gets shorter 
in the fall, the clocks are readjusted to the 
proper “local standard time.” 

Local author creates fantastical new book series
By Lorne Stelmach

A multi-talented local resident developing a young adult fantasy 
series of books has high hopes for the potential of the series.

With a Kickstarter campaign in the works to help further his Har-
nessing Chaos series, Joel Grey would like to see it become an inter-
active adventure for people to enjoy.

“The aim eventually is to have it as more of a game, kind of a role-
playing game, almost like Dungeons and Dragons. The character 
that someone would choose would be able to explore the world,” 
Grey said in chatting with the Voice ahead of his campaign launch 
this Friday.

“So much of what Harnessing Chaos is, for me, is really a world 
that I’ve spent years with,” he said. “I really want this world to feel 
lived-in and real. You could create a character inside the world of 
Harnessing Chaos and then explore the whole word but then also 
have to deal with what that means for your character. Every play-
through would hopefully be unique.”

Moki and the Erased Ones is the fi rst novel in the series, which Grey 
says pulls infl uences from the Dark Crystal and Avatar: the Last Air-
bender as well as historical sources such as ancient Greece and the 
Three Kingdoms period of China. 

The only blue-haired Y’nari in the city of Tess, Moki has always 
seen the world from the outside. Raised by the InnKeepers, who 
found her on their doorstep, and educated in secret, Moki spends 
her time studying the forbidden knowledge of “the world that 
came before.” Moki is discovered, and the Inn destroyed along 
with the heretical scrolls and tomes.  After making the narrowest 
of escapes, Moki must journey across the three varied regions of 

Joel Grey has Joel Grey has 
penned three books penned three books 
in his Harnessing in his Harnessing 
Chaos series. He’s Chaos series. He’s 
launching a Kick-launching a Kick-
starter to get the starter to get the 
fi rst published and fi rst published and 
in the meantime is in the meantime is 
offering it digitally offering it digitally 
on his website.on his website.

 SUPPLIED  SUPPLIED 
PHOTOPHOTO

Te’a.
Grey sees each novel in the series as giving 

subjective glimpses into how the world of 
Te’a operates through their respective title 
characters. 

“Things you learn in one book might have 
a different context when you experience 
events from another character’s perspec-
tive,” he said. “No one in Te’a is uncompro-
misingly good and no one is irredeemably 
evil. Everyone has their reasons.”

This is the latest in a wide range of artis-
tic endeavours for Grey, who is also an art-
ist and musician, and it very much springs 
from his family upbringing in a household 
of talented people.  

“All streams of creativity were very impor-
tant in our family. We did a lot of music but 
also writing, and we were big into movies,” 
he said. “We would make little shorts on 
home video of things like Star Trek spoofs or 
Star Wars spoofs and things like that and edit 
it together with the old VHS technology in 
the ‘90s.

“We had quite a bit of different infl uences, 
which I think kind of particularly helps me 
with this series,” Grey added, noting he was 
very much interested in the fantasy genre 
growing up.

“Ever since I was a little kid, watching 
things like Labyrinth and The Dark Crystal, I 
was very drawn to the sword and sorcery 
fantasy genre,” he said, recalling the lure of 
the Lord of the Rings trilogy and the world 
that J.R.R. Tolkien created. “I’ve heard that 
fi rst he had written Elvish language before 
he started writing the series, and that kind 
of resonated with me as well.”

It’s an approach Grey has taken with Har-
nessing Chaos, including creating art as well 
as maps and locations for the world and 
even thinking about different dialects.

“That’s kind of where it started. I drew up 
a map ... and the confl ict comes from where 
they are in the world,” he said.

“If you throw a character into a location 
and you already know all of the confl icts and 
the things that will arise from the location 
that they’re in, it almost kind of writes itself.”

Moki understands the world from her own 
province but is thrust into a completely dif-
ferent location. It means that “her assump-
tions about what it was like to live in this 
place that she had only read about is kind of 
bucking up against her actual experience of 
this place,” Grey said.

Grey is also drawn to the idea of there not 
being clear-cut good and evil.

“Things that really intrigue me are people 
who have good motives, or they want to do 
good things but end up inadvertently doing 
bad things to meet this goal,” he said. “No-
body is inherently good and no one is inher-
ently evil ... I think that makes it so much 
more interesting.”

The series continues with Tero and the Cave 
of the Ancients and then YRSA and the Night 
Wastes. A free digital PDF of the fi rst book 
can be found online at HarnessingChaos.ca  

You can fi nd a link there as well to the 
Kickstarter campaign, which Grey is using 
to raise about $3,000 in support of getting 
Moki and the Erased Ones distributed physi-
cally as well as digitally.

He hopes that readers will be drawn into 
this world as he has been in developing it.

“I would love for people to want to escape 
to this world. I want them to have a love 
and a fondness for the world like I have,” he 
said. “I feel that it’s expansive enough and 
intriguing enough and mysterious enough 
that it will draw people to want to know 
more about the world.”

arts&culture
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WAC reopens with its 2021 Member’s Show
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Winkler Arts and Culture was fi nally able 
to reopen its Park St. gallery last week after 
months of pandemic-imposed closures.

Admin. and education director Jennifer 
Penner said they were technically allowed 
to welcome visitors back in February, but 
wanted to wait until they had some art back 
up on the walls before doing so.

“We kind of held off until we actually had 
an exhibit up so there was something for 
people to see when we fi nally opened our 
doors again,” she said last week, noting the 
2021 Member’s Show is on now until the 
end of the month.

The show has over 30 pieces from 12 differ-
ent artists, all of whom were asked to con-
sider the theme of “Journey.”

The result is a varied exhibition that in-
cludes everything from photography to 
paintings to ink art, some of which include 
write-ups sharing the artist’s thoughts on 
the pieces and how they feel they relate to 
the theme.

Artist Esther Hildebrand contributed three 
paintings to the mix.

It’s been a tough winter for artists with all 
the galleries closed, Hildebrand says, so she 
jumped at the chance to be part of this show.

 PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Winkler Arts and Culture’s 2021 Member’s Show features 
pieces from 12 artists, including paintings from Esther Hil-
debrand (above) and photographs from Jeff Scott (right).

Continued on page 26



Denturist proud to be a part 
of the Morden community

Chris Meilun was perhaps destined to be-
come a denturist, following in the footsteps 
of his father. 

But it took him a few years to realize it, as 
he started out instead as a construction work-
er before setting up Meilun Denture Clinic.

“What brought me back to it was just the 
fact that I knew it,” Meilun said. “I had been 
following and watching my father all my life, 
and a little bit later on in life when I wanted 
a bit more of a steady job and not a seasonal 
one, I came back to it.”

Meilun came to Manitoba from Ontario in 
2006 after earning his Advanced Diploma in 
Denturism. 

Meilun Denture Clinic began with a tiny 
office in Altona. As the business grew, it up-
graded to the much larger office it has today 
in Morden at 320 Stephen St.

“We just love the community. It’s fantastic 
here, and this was a new building downtown 
that caught my eye,” Meilun said. “The space 
is what we needed.”

Meilun Denture Clinic offers a full range 
of services that include implant retained den-
tures, relines and repairs, grind guards, com-
plete conventional dentures, custom athletic 
mouth guards, anti-snoring devices, partial 
dentures, adjustments, and cleaning and pol-
ishing.

“In particular, implant supported dentures 
is one of the biggest things for us,” Meilun 
noted. 

Key for them is having their own fully-
equipped lab on-site to reduce treatment and 
delivery times considerably. It means that in 
some cases they are able to offer same-day 
delivery for relines or repairs.

“It makes it all more efficient. It’s quicker 
for the patients to have it all done here, and 
the quality control is all right here in our 
hands,” said Meilun, who today has six peo-
ple on staff, including his wife Tara as office 
manager.

Meilun said they are fortunate and proud to be 
part of the community of Morden, and they like to 
not only support other local businesses but pay it 
forward by supporting charities and not-for-profit 
organizations. 

That commitment was recognized with their 
nomination for a Morden and District Chamber of 
Commerce Business of the Year Award in 2018.

The future of the clinic looks bright, with Meilun 
always eager to bring new technology to the mix, 
including the coming introduction of digital scans.

“We’ll be starting to implement more digital tech-
nology,” Meilun said. “It’s pretty innovative. It’s been 
around for a few years ... we’re looking at getting 
that equipment here very soon.”

Chris Meilun of Meilun Denture Clinic.
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The varied value of trees

By Ashleigh Viveiros
The Pembina Valley Water District 

is urging landowners to give some 
thought this spring to the value of 
shelterbelts.

Clinton Cavers, the district’s GROW 
Program coordinator, says they’re do-
ing everything they can to incentiv-
ize people to plant and maintain new 
shelterbelts, including providing par-
tial funding and labour for tree plant-
ing projects.

It can still be a hard sell, though, in 
an area where land values are so high.

“Most people want to farm as many 
acres as they possible can get,” Cavers 
says. 

“Shelterbelts were pretty popular 
40, 50 years ago, but now because 
they haven’t been maintained they’re 
starting to degrade, the trees are get-
ting to the end of their life cycle, and 
with machinery getting larger they’re 
maybe not in the ideal spot. That’s 

why you see so many that are being 
torn down.” 

But as aging trees come down, it’s 
becoming more clear than ever the vi-

tal role they play in the landscape.
“I think people are starting to realize 

the value in trees,” says Cavers. “Once 

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
From left: PVWD GROW Program coordinator Clint Cavers with Kroeker 
Farms organics agronomist Jason Peters. Kroekers has for years made 
shelterbelt planting and maintenance a priority.

PVWD urges landowners to take advantage 
of shelterbelt project funding, support

Continued on page 18



Although he might be among the 
last of the small mixed farmers, an Ar-
gyle man enjoys trying out new forms 
of agricultural technology. 

Ian Smith generates his entire in-
come from fi ve different sources on 
his quarter-section that he bought 
from his parents, Malcolm and Au-
drey, in 1994. The industrious farmer 
cares for a couple hundred naturally 
raised pigs, 15 head of cattle, 85 laying 
hens as well as three fi elds — one for 
canola that he sells, one that he rents 
out to another farmer and one for bar-
ley that he uses for feed.

“I’m the last of the true mixed farm-
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Mixed farmer maintains fi ve income streams

 VOICE PHOTOS BY JO-ANNE PROCTER
Ian Smith with one of his shorthorns cows and her 
calf.

Smith with his bull Gallagher.

Still driving a 1954 John Deere 60 
tractor. 

Smith raises pigs along with the 
beef.

ers in the province, meaning I have a little bit of every-
thing. Hardly nobody has a quarter-section anymore. If 
they do, they don’t have as much diversity as I have here,” 
said Smith, who drives a 1954 John Deere 60 tractor. 

“I have no off-farm income here. I have no pension com-
ing in. I have no spouse here that’s working off the farm. 
I have no other money to rely on except what I’m making 
off this farm.” 

When Smith’s parents bought the farm in 1953, it came 
with some dairy cattle. Although they shifted their focus to 
hogs, they still kept cattle over the years.

Since it’s preferable if cattle remain calm in order to gain 
more weight, Smith decided to try the docile shorthorn 
breed. He bought four registered shorthorn heifers from 
Tom Walls of Balmoral in 2017, followed by two more the 

Continued on page 18
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they’re gone they can see what those 
old shelterbelts were doing for them 
and how they were benefi cial.”

Among the benefi ts? Wind erosion, 
for starters.

“Soil is the key to having a produc-
tive and successful farm, so if the 
soil’s blowing away you’re actually 
losing your productivity,” says Cavers.

Shelterbelts also do their part to 
keep snow on the fi elds in the win-
ter—something that can be immense-
ly helpful during a dry spring.

On the fl ip side, they also provide a 
measure of fl ood protection.

“Having that snow stay in the fi eld 
and on the fi eld a little bit more slows 
the runoff in the spring, which has 
great effect for soil erosion and fl ood-
ing,” Cavers says.

A well-placed shelterbelt also pro-
vides shelter for livestock and wild-
life and reduces the impact of wind 
on snow drifting on nearby roads and 
yards.

But perhaps one of the biggest ben-
efi ts—and one the water district is un-
derstandably most excited about—is 
the role trees play in refreshing local 
aquifers.

One recent study shows that a single 
kilometre of shelterbelt can supply 
over nine million litres of water to an 
aquifer per year.

“It’s pretty incredible,” says Cavers. 
“And with an area like Winkler in par-
ticular where you have irrigation and 
lots of development happening, that 
aquifer recharge is hugely important.”

PVWD, through the GROW Pro-
gram, has about $80,000 it can spend 
on shelterbelt projects across the re-
gion this year. It also teams up with 
local municipalities in funding certain 
projects, including the City of Winkler 
and the RM of Stanley.

Whether it’s a single row of trees 
along a driveway or several shelter-
belts on a larger farm, no project is 
too small for consideration, Cavers 
stresses, explaining funding is based 
on the size of the shelterbelt.

“There’s a huge list of trees that are 
available to plant,” he says. “We will 
basically supply the trees. We can also 
supply some help with summer stu-
dents to install the trees.

“And with this program we offer a lit-
tle bit of incentive for the land that the 
shelterbelt takes up,” Cavers explains. 
“So if there’s an acre or two taken up 
by a shelterbelt along the side of your 

fi eld, you can apply for some incen-
tive payment to offset that.”

One local farm taking PVWD up on 
this offer are potato growers Kroeker 
Farms, who have made shelterbelt 
planting a priority for years.

Jason Peters, organic agronomist 
with Kroekers, says that while some 
trees do need to be removed at the 
end of their life cycle, the company 
is committed to replacing as many as 
they can.

”Potato ground is extremely vulner-
able to erosion,” he points out. “We 
know we need trees to help keep it 
where it is. Without the soil, we have 
nothing.”

CEO Wayne Kroeker adds that they 
feel a duty to the land they oversee.

“I do think we have an obligation be-
yond economics—we need to protect 
and enhance the environment and the 
precious resource of our soil.”

If you’d like to learn more about the 
incentives available for shelterbelt 
projects, contact Cavers at 204-245-
0636 or  pvwdgrow@gmail.com .

“If anybody has any ideas or inklings 
that they  might want a project to hap-
pen on their land, just give me a call 
and I will come out and see them,” he 
says. 

 >  VALUE OF TREES, FROM PG. 16
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next year. 
“He’s been my mentor and guides 

me through,” Smith said of Walls.
Now, Smith and Walls are the only 

two registered shorthorn breeders in 
the Interlake In total, there are about 
20 registered shorthorn breeders in 
the province, Smith notes.

Shorthorns were the fi rst registered 
breed in North America, he adds. He 
refers to his animals as “Armac” short-
horns — “Ar” for “Argyle” and “Mac” 
for his dad’s fi rst name (which was 
actually Malcolm, but everyone called 
him Mac.) His family, his community 
and the shorthorn breed all have ties 
that bind to Scotland.

With an appreciation for agricultural 
history, Smith also keeps his eye on 
the future of the industry — and he 
doesn’t shy away from incorporating 
new technology.

About two months ago, Smith in-
stalled cameras in his cow barn so 
he could keep an eye on his cattle re-
motely. 

“The cameras are quite a novelty. 
They’re pretty nice to have. I can sit 
in the house and watch the cows calve 
from my couch. I can watch it on TV 

or the computer or even my phone,” 
he said. 

“There’s a camera in the centre of 
the barn on the ceiling and I can turn 
it around from inside my house or 
anywhere from my phone. I could 
be in Winnipeg and turn the camera 
around to see what’s going on with 
each cow.”

A couple weeks ago, he also added 
another technological feature — a 
calving sensor called Moocall from 
Ireland.

The sensor is attached two to three 
days before the cow’s due date, high 
on the tail opposite the vulva, using 
a ratchet clip. The Moocall measures 
tail movement when a cow gets con-
tractions and sends an SMS notifi ca-
tion to a phone or computer. 

“I’m only the third person in Mani-
toba to have this. It straps onto the 
cow’s tail and it detects when the cow 
is going to have a calf. It’s supposed to 
give you a two-hour notice, then an-
other text an hour before they calve,” 
Smith said. 

“The technology is just unreal. It’s 
totally awesome. I have two of them 
now, and it’s unbelievable. They’ll 

save a calf’s life, for sure, because 
you can’t be there all the time when 
a cow’s calving. It gives you a warning 
and tells you when a cow is going to 
give birth.” 

For Smith, the best part of farm life is 
the hands-on experience that comes 
from working with the animals. All of 
his pigs and cattle are under a herd 
health program with his vet. Smith 
runs a closed herd, which means he 
keeps his own replacement females to 
reduce bringing in any health prob-
lems with other animals.

“Every animal has their own person-
ality. I’ve only got Grade 9 education 
and that built character in me. I’m not 
a big believer in textbooks; you’ve got 
to learn by experience,” said Smith, 
who goes outside at 5 a.m. to start his 
daily chores with the animals seven 
days a week. 

“I might be the hub of the wheel 
of this place, but the hub is no good 
without the spokes, meaning the peo-
ple who surround me — like the guy 
I buy my hay from, the veterinarian 
I deal with, the guy that does my AI 
for me for the cattle, my neighbours at 
New Haven Hutterite Colony, the me-
chanics, the electricians that I depend 
on. In some cases, the big operations 

don’t depend on locals in the same 
way.”

For Smith, the bulk of his business 
still comes from pork sales, he proud-
ly maintains a binder with the names 
of hundreds of customers as well as a 
website called Natural Raised Pork at 
www.naturalpork.ca. 

“I’ve got customers that have been 
very loyal to me,” he said. 

“If you love what you’re doing, it’s 
not work. I just turned 58 and I would 
say I’ve never worked a day in my life.”

The Moocall sensor is attached 
to the cow’s tail 2-3 days before 
her due date.  It sends regular 
updates when the cow is going to 
calve with 95 per cent accuracy.



Submitted by Candace Stobbe (daughter)
Marilyn Wiebe (Toews) was born on March 8, 1931. I am so proud of 

our Mom and her many accomplishments. She is strong, beautiful, en-
thusiastic, and a great source of encouragement to all of us. She and 
Dad raised 5 children; Candace (Dave), Gerald (Ruth), Talia (Bill), 
Lauren (Nancy) and Bevan (Sandra). Mom is also proud of 14 grand-
children (1 passed away) and 13 great grandchildren. 

Mom started playing piano as a child when her Dad brought a piano 
home and encouraged her in taking lessons. At age 16, Mom went to 
Bible School in Winkler, where she took private piano and singing les-
sons, supported by her parents. Bible School formed the foundation of 
Mom’s life. Memorizing verses is still important to her. “I can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens me” was a guide for life. She 
met Dad in Bible School and they were married in 1950. By age 24, 
Mom and Dad had three children. Mom was a wonderful mother; sew-
ing our clothes and nurturing us. At age 26 (Gruenthal School District), 
her Dad brought the piano back to her so she could start giving piano 
lessons to children in local families.

At age 26, in the South Thames School District in MB, Mom taught 
piano and also began taking piano lessons herself, with Olga Friesen. 
Completing Grade 9 and 10 Western Board Piano Exams was a high-
light of these years. At age 27, another child was added to the family. 
Mom started playing piano for weddings, choir and the festivals.

When Mom was 30 in Lowe Farm MB, she continued sharing her 
love of music with her students and studying to complete her piano 
degree. 

At age 32 Mom and Dad moved to Winkler MB where another child 
was born, but she worked hard at finishing her piano degree and played 
her final Grade 11 piano exam, with the help of Wanda Dick (Toews), 
an excellent teacher. She obtained her piano teacher degree, A.M.M. 
(Associate of Music Manitoba) at age 36.

When she was 36 the family moved to Thompson MB. Mom sup-
ported our family by holding us together while our family was on 4 
different school shifts. She had a 2 year old at home and continued to 
teach students playing piano. What a strong and amazing woman!

Our next home at age 37 was Altona where Mom taught a large group 
of piano students. After 2 years, in the summer of 1969, she decided to 
take 2 summer school courses at U of M. After receiving one year of 
University credit for her piano degree (AMM), she took one year of el-
ementary education courses and graduated with an “Associate in Edu-
cation” from U of M in 1971. Mom began her school teaching career in 
Rhineland School Division, with music and classroom instruction. 
“Life begins at 40” was true for her. Working with her students gave 
Mom “instant inspiration, happiness and enthusiasm.” During her 
teaching years, Mom had a strong desire to gather as much knowledge 
as possible about the subjects she was teaching. She kept taking various 
University courses. At age 49, Mom earned her Masters of Education 
from the University of MB. 

She was diagnosed with Fibromyalgia at age 51, but she continues to 
do the physiotherapy stretches to this day; she can put her hands flat on 
the floor without bending her knees. Mom continued to teach some 
term positions and substitute in the Garden Valley School Division.

At age 60, Mom and Dad decided to move to Winnipeg. For the next 
10 years Mom substitute taught and tutored in 2 school divisions. 
When age 68, Mom was the President of the Manitoba Registered Mu-
sic Teachers Association. Then, she started studying again with a course 
called Sociology of Aging. Albert Einstein said, “Once you stop learn-
ing, you start dying.” Mom graduated with a Post Baccalaureate in Edu-
cation at age 69. 

Age 70 saw Mom and Dad moving to Morden, helping Bevan (son) 
and Sandra with auction sales at Green Gables Auction Mart. They had 

fun and enjoyed being involved with business. They also 
did a lot of traveling and felt privileged to travel to Ha-
waii, Jamaica, Denmark, Finland, Egypt, Israel, Puerto 
Vallarta, Cancun and Florida. Mom and Dad bought a 
Roadtrek Motor Home and traveled all over the U.S. and 
Western Canada. In 2005, they bought a Park model 
home and spent 3 winters in Texas. There, they sang to-
gether and participated in many musical events, Mom 
playing piano. 

Dad passed away the summer of 2014. And so at age 
84, Mom began a life alone. This was a difficult time for 
her, but music gave her much comfort - singing beautiful 
hymns and playing piano. At age 85, Mom spent a month 
in Jamaica with her sister and husband. She used 3 piano 
keyboards to introduce music to the children in an after 
- school program; the children were eager to play. When 
Mom was 86 she audited Intro. to Music Therapy at Ca-
nadian Mennonite University. This course gave her new 
willpower, resilience and hope to continue on with life. 
She has taken more piano lessons in recent years, from 
Helena Letkeman and Loren Hiebert. She began playing 
“Music for the Soul” concerts at Homestead and Mom 
even had the privilege of accompanying my Christmas 
Concerts at Maple Leaf School, age 84 and 86. This was a 
wonderful experience for both of us.

At age 88, Mom officiated at her grandson, Ashton 
Wiebe and Branna Bachynski’s Wedding. What a plea-
sure that was for her! She is still on the substitute list for 
Western School Division and still plays piano for others 
and herself. Music has been Mom’s life! God has blessed 
her. 

Mom is one of my best friends. She says, “God is the 
composer of my life, His song is perfect and I trust Him. 
Faith in God’s goodness puts a song in my heart! Life is a 
song…God’s love is the music!” We all love you so much! 
Happy Birthday to an AMAZING MOM!

Candace Stobbe on behalf of the whole Family

Advertorial
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Happy 90th Birthday, Mom!

The Winkler Morden Voice  Thursday, March 11, 2021    19

Researchers pleased with cover crop survey response
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The second round of the Prairie 
Cover Crop Survey has yielded some 
interesting early results.

University of Manitoba PhD student 
Callum Morrison said they received 
more responses overall than the year 
before and from a varied group of 
producers across Western Canada.

“We opened it up this year to people 
who had never grown a cover crop,” 
he explained, noting over 350 produc-
ers have weighed in thus far, about 
150 of which had never grown cover 
crops before.

Cover crops are those grown at a 
time when the land would otherwise 
be left bare, often during the shoul-
der seasons of spring or fall when the 
cash crop is not on the fi eld. They’ve 
been gaining popularity across North 
American in recent years.

The survey, which Morrison is over-
seeing alongside assistant professor 
of agronomy and farming systems Dr. 
Yvonne Lawley, is designed to gather 
people’s thoughts on this practice and 
fi nd out what kinds of producers are 
using cover crops, what they’re grow-
ing, and what benefi ts they might be 
seeing.

Expanding the survey’s reach in 2020 
allowed researchers to also hear from 
producers on the reasons why they 
haven’t given cover crops a go before 
and what might make them decide to 
do so.

“We got such a wonderful snapshot” 
of what producers are thinking, Mor-
rison said, noting that several things 
stood out to him from the results.

“We’re really seeing the diversity of 
how cover crops are being used,” he 
said for a start. “It’s not just one group 
of farmers that are using them and 
they’re not just using cover crops for 
one reason.”

Looking at the Manitoban respon-
dents alone (about 150 producers 
strong), many (47 respondents) have 
been growing cover crops for three to 
fi ve years while 24 were giving it a try 
for the fi rst time in 2020. 

“Amazingly, we found 13 per cent 
have been growing them for more 
than 10 years,”  Morrison said. “So 
we know cover crops are relatively 
new here compared to the States, but 
there’s still a sizeable portion that 
have been growing them for over a 
decade.”

A quarter of Manitoba respondents 
put their cover crops in after spring 
wheat. The next most common pre-
ceding crops were fall rye, canola, and 
oats.

The most popular cover crop by far 
was oats, with 55 per cent of respon-

dents picking that as their crop of 
choice. Next up was peas and clover, 
respectively.

More than two-thirds of cover crop 
farmers reported that they grow a 
mix of species, most commonly two to 

three, and about half reported grow-

Continued on page 25
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Multiple sclerosis (MS) is an un-
predictable disorder that can cause 
a variety of symptoms, which for 
many, can flare up and then subside 
over the course of days, months, or 
even years. While MS is not conta-
gious, its causes are not yet fully un-
derstood and researchers continue 
to search for answers.
MS is most frequently diagnosed in 
young adults, although individuals 
of any age may be diagnosed with 
this neurological condition. People 
who are not familiar with MS can 
easily be confused by its name and 
its unique symptoms. Particularly 
with today’s approved treatments 
and wellness strategies, most indi-
viduals with MS are able to live a 
full and productive life, with much 
hope for the future. 
A wide variety of symptoms can oc-
cur with MS. To help categorize the 
effects of MS, MSAA has listed the 
commonly experienced symptoms 

alphabetically in three groups, as 
follows:

Common Physical 
Symptoms of MS

Common Emotional, Mental, and 
Psychological Symptoms of MS

neurologic effect characterized by 
sudden, uncontrollable expressions 
of laughter or crying without an ap-
parent trigger)

Common “Invisible” 
Symptoms of MS

-
rary appearance of symptoms re-
sulting from heat stress)

For more information on symp-
tom management and handling the 
challenges of MS, please visit mym-

several helpful publications and 
videos, as well as an extensive col-

MSAA’s Lending Library, which 
may all be found on MSAA’s web-
site at mymsaa.org. Additionally, 
MSAA’s Client Services Specialists 
are available to discuss a caller’s 
needs and questions personally. 
Have questions about MS? We’re 
here to help. Contact an MS Navi-
gator:1-844-859-6789  
msnavigators@mssociety.ca 
All other inquiries: 1-800-268-7582   
info@mssociety.ca
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arts&culture
‘Disrupted Dinner Party’ 
on display now at PHAC
By Lorne Stelmach

Her thoughts and feelings around 
COVID-19 are very much at the core 
of Susan Pharaoh’s new exhibition of 
work.

The way that the pandemic and re-
sulting restrictions have impacted 
herself especially but also others be-
came the over-riding infl uence be-
hind Disrupted Dinner Party: Founda-
tional Elements on Hold.

“I had lots of time to delve into 
working,” the La Riviere artist said last 
week in advance of the opening of her 
show featured this month at the Pem-
bina Hills Gallery in Morden.

“My soul, my spirit, though, is nur-
tured when I am with people,” she 
explained. “Bringing people together 
has been the source of my life, so that 
stopped, and it was a huge hole in my 
life. So this is a statement about what 
has happened ... my life was disrupt-
ed ... and the elements in making my 
pottery have been fractured in a lot of 
ways.”

Pharaoh is a familiar face to follow-
ers of the arts in this region, as the 
operator of River Valley Pottery is ac-
tively involved not only as an artist 
but also as an instructor, although the 
latter role has largely been absent in 

the past year.
“The pandemic has completely put 

that off ... but over the last 12 years 
I’ve been teaching both beginner and 
intermediate pottery,” she said.

“I love it. It’s always really good to 
see people learning the craft, and 
some of my students have gone on to 
make a career out of selling pottery 
themselves,” Pharaoh noted. “That’s 
always a good indicator that you’ve 
instilled some of the joy and the pas-
sion for pottery into people when they 
come back and even start teaching 
other people as well.”

Five galleries around the province 
feature her work, which she describes 
as functional pottery. 

“I am starting to work with a lot of 
different hand building techniques 
as well, but currently I’m doing pot-
tery on the wheel that is functional,” 
she said. “I tend to be more on the ar-
tistic side of it and put my own fl air 
into whatever I do. If I do six or seven 
of one piece, then I’m done and I’m 
ready to move on to something else. A 
production potter might do hundreds. 
I like to try and do different things.”

She traces some of her desire for 
exploration through her art back to 
infl uential art teachers both in high 
school in Winkler and later at univer-

sity in Oklahoma.
Family largely took her time away 

from art for a while, but she started 
pursuing it seriously again about 15 
years ago.

She cited a number of aspects of 
pottery that appeal to her.

“The medium lends itself so much 
to any kind of manipulation, and the 
good thing about it is that a thousand 
years from now, your fi ngerprint 
could still be on that piece of pottery 
shard ... it’s a lasting impression.

“When you make pottery, it’s the 
earth, the air, the water and then the 
fi re,” Pharaoh said. “All those ele-
ments are separate until you bring 
them together ... you can mold it into 
just about anything that you want; 
any shape is possible with the clay.

“The attraction is that there’s end-

less possibilities, which is also like a 
blank canvas for a painter,” she con-
tinued. “And there’s the rhythm of the 
wheel, putting the clay on the wheel 
and getting the rhythm going, and 
suddenly you form the piece ... and 
that cylinder can become anything.

“It’s soothing, it’s calming, it’s medi-
tative, and it pushes the spirit of cre-
ativity to its limits.”

As for the new exhibit, it incorpo-
rates elements of photography in the 
form of self portraits of sorts as part 
of her trying to refl ect on how she has 
been impacted by the pandemic.

“In a way, this is my commentary 
about the way that we have been 
led to believe that we should be so 
afraid,” said Pharaoh, who also incor-
porated masks that are spilling out 
and around from the displays.

Pharaoh 
says she 
likes to 
try and 
do dif-
ferent 
things 
with her 
pottery. 
“The 
medium 
lends 
itself so 
much to 
any kind 
of manip-
ulation.”

Susan Pharaoh with some of her Susan Pharaoh with some of her 
pieces on display at the Morden pieces on display at the Morden 
gallery this month. gallery this month. 
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“I’m leaving it open to people’s in-
terpretation,” she explained. “Is this 
what we need right now and is that 
going to continue in our lives?

“I think it’s important that people 
don’t just follow blindly,” she sug-
gested. “When they see this, they can 
think for themselves and interpret 
what they want from the pieces.

“I don’t want fear,” Pharaoh said in 
summarizing her message. “Every 
day, we’re so inundated with so many 
negative emotions and ideas. I think 
it’s time to look beyond that all. We 
make our own reality.

“It is an exhibition that may be a bit 
raw for some people to take in; it may 
not be their experience,” she acknowl-
edged. “I’m hoping that people kind 
of have the idea that they see what 
a disruption it has been to our lives, 
though.”
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What’s                 story?  

We want to hear from you. 
The Winkler Morden Voice connects people 
through stories to build stronger communities.

Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be 
recognized by a local organization for volunteer service? 

A teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown 
hero? A sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or 

expansion? A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?
 A young entrepreneur starting out?

Please share your story ideas at 
news@winklermordenvoice.ca Phone 204-332-3456

By Lorne Stelmach

Fire safety education is an important 
component of the services that Mor-
den Fire and Rescue provides to the 
community, but the department has 
had to fi nd new ways of reaching out 
thanks to pandemic restrictions.

With in-person events limited this 
past year, the department has increas-
ingly turned to its social media pages 
to connect with people.

The Morden Fire and Rescue Face-
book page has featured everything 
from recently saluting members 
achieving service milestones to regu-

larly posting fi re safety information, 
including photos and videos.

“Social media now has really helped 
us share our message,” said Jonathan 
Baumgart, who spearheads the de-
partment’s educational efforts. “Over 
the last year, we’ve been unable to get 
into the classrooms due to COVID, 
so our public education in the school 
system has dwindled.

“I believe as a department it’s im-
portant to get into the community and 
share the public safety message,” he 
said. “We’re getting more followers, 
so we’re able to share the message to 
a larger number of people.”

Baumgart and Morden Fire’s ca-
nine ambassador Ophelia did have 
the chance recently to stop by Maple 
Leaf School to show off the depart-
ment’s new rescue truck and share an 
important message with students in a 
COVID-safe setting outdoors.

“We spent time outside by a camp-
fi re and discussed campfi re safety 
and other safety tips for around the 
home,” Baumgart said. “The dog and 
the truck of course were the big high-
lights. Using the dog is an advantage 
for getting their interest and atten-
tion. I believe these kinds of events 
are great for engaging the young in 

fi re safety. 
“As a department, any time we can 

get involved with the community is a 
bonus. After all, we’re here for them,” 
he said. “And to see us on a non-
emergency level is also important to 
us. They enjoy having us there, and 
we enjoy being there to interact with 
them.

“So we’re adapting, like everyone. 
We’ve had to adapt with COVID and 
the pandemic. We’re hoping when 
this is over, we can get out and inter-
act with the community more again.”

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
Morden Fire and Rescue’s pooch Ophelia tagged along 
recently on a visit to a local school to talk fi re safety.

Morden FD fi nding new ways to reach out, educate

Power of the Purse donates $10,400 to two local projects
By Lorne Stelmach

The Morden Area Foundation’s Power of the Purse fund-
raiser met its goal again this year.

The event, held virtually on Saturday, saw 104 women 
bring $100 each to the table to gift out into the community.

Two charitable projects as a result are sharing $10,400, 

with Genesis House receiving $5,840 for its pet 
care project and Many Hands Resource Centre 
getting $4,560 towards hiring a program direc-
tor.

“I am so glad that we went ahead with it, and 
I am even glad that we did this virtually,” said 
executive director Lynda Lambert on Monday.

She admitted to being uncertain about wheth-
er the online format would dis-
courage some people from par-
ticipating, but the reverse was 
also true.  

“They were some who were 
just too uncomfortable with 
this format,” she noted. “We did 
get some new people though, 
and the other thing was women 
who generally are away during 
this time were here, so we were 
able to fi ll it up.

“So it was good that other people were able to 
see it and experience it,” Lambert added. “I love 
the exposure that we got out of it.”

The online gathering was complemented with 
a delivered or picked-up meal by City of Mor-
den caterer Owen Klippenstein.

TWO WORTHY PROJECTS
The Genesis House partnership with the the 

Pembina Valley Humane Society and a local vet-
erinarian will provide foster and medical care 
to animals while their owners are staying at 
the shelter for the victims of domestic violence, 
which is unable to house pets.

In making her pitch for funding, 
executive director Ang Braun re-
called meeting one person in 1993 
as a young crisis line worker.

“I can remember the desperation 
in her voice when she asked about 
coming into the shelter ... that’s 
when asked about bringing in 
her dogs ... there was no way she 
would leave them behind,” said 
Braun, who then only later real-
ized the pet could not be taken in, 

so the woman  returned home.
“We have to care about what she cares about,” 

Braun stressed. “In order for her to walk through 
the doors of Genesis House, we need to have a 
plan in place to protect her pets.”

Making the presentation for Many Hands 

Continued on page 26

“I AM SO GLAD 
WE WENT AHEAD 
WITH IT.”
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sports&recreationorts
INSIDE  >  OUTSIDE >  UPSIDE DOWN

Morden native eager 
to hit the diamond
By Lorne Stelmach

A Mordenite has high hopes for a 
successful softball season south of the 
border this year.

Jamie Odlum is in her third year at 
Minot State University, and she has 
her sights set on a stellar campaign 
after having nearly all of her second 
season scuttled because of COVID-19.

“My freshman year really is the only 
full season I have under my belt, and 
we made it to the conference tourna-
ment,”  Odlum noted recently. “Com-
ing into this season we were ranked 
number eight [out of 16]. We were 
happy with that, but we want to be 
higher.

“I think we’re right in the mix and 
right where we want to be ... we 
haven’t hit our peak yet.”

With the benefi t of having a num-
ber of domed facilities, including in 
Minot, the season has already got-
ten underway with a few invitational 
tournaments. 

Minot had a 7-5 record as the calen-
dar turned to March, and Odlum was 
off to a very strong start. 

She hit .667 in going eight for 12 with 
fi ve runs, four doubles and seven RBI 
over four games recently. Odlum re-
corded one double in all four games 
and went three for three with three 
RBI in game one against U Mary and 
then three for four with two RBI in the 

fi nale against Bemidji State.
Overall, she has been leading the 

team with 19 hits and 12 runs in 37 at 
bats for a .514 average.

Softball has been a part of Odlum’s 
life since her early years growing up 
fi rst in Pilot Mound then in Morden 
and also playing for a time in a league 
in Winnipeg before going to Minot, 
where she is studying communication 
disorders.

“When I was little, I liked playing 
just because my brother played it, 
and it seemed like it would be fun ... 
I looked up to him,” she said. “Soft-
ball was more available growing up ... 
there wasn’t really baseball for girls.

“Now that I’m older and have been 
playing longer, I think it’s just the 
teammates and the relationships that 
come with the game and the challeng-
es that come with it.”

Oldum is excited to be back in action 
after such a long break. The scrim-
mage games they usually play in the 
fall weren’t possible and they did not 
do their a spring training trip either, 

but now regular conference play starts 
in mid-March.

“We’re not taking anything for 
granted this year,” she said. “We ex-
pected to have a special season last 
year. We kind of had to take last year 
off, only got to play a couple games. I 
think all of us are kind of hitting the 

ground running right now.
“I’m starting to settle in,” Odlum 

suggested. “We’ve been working su-
per hard. We just got a new coach in 
our program. It’s created a new cul-
ture, such a positive culture, and we’re 
just excited to start new.”

 SUPPLIED PHOTO BY SEAN ARBAUT
Jamie Odlum is excited to be getting started on her second season of 
softball with Minot State University. Much of last season got cancelled 
thanks to COVID-19, but the school is poised to begin play for 2021 
later this month.

By Voice staff

The Winkler Flyers are getting their 
house in order well in advance of the 
2021-2022 season. 

The junior hockey team last month 
announced contract extensions for 
general manager Jeff Jeanson and 
head coach Kelvin Cech.

Jeanson’s fi rst full season with the 
Flyers saw the team fi nish third in the 
standings last year before the pan-

demic put an early end to the playoffs.
“I’m honoured to be back as the GM 

of the Flyers,” Jeanson said in a state-
ment announcing the extensions. 
“There have been many challenges in 
the past year and a half for everybody, 
for our club as well as many individu-
als and businesses. I’m excited and 
looking forward to a complete season 
in 2021/22.”

Jeanson said his fi rst order of busi-
ness was to make sure Cech was stick-

ing around for the long haul, offering 
him a two-year contract extension. 
Cech was named the MJHL Coach of 
the Year for the 2020-2021 season

“We are very lucky to have a coach 
with Kelvin’s skill set. He has had a 
major impact on the team and I’m 
thrilled he’ll be back with the organi-
zation for the next two years,” Jeanson 
said. “It’s been a pleasure and an hon-
our working closely with Kelvin and I 
can’t wait to see what the future holds 

for us and the Flyers.”
Cech, who joined the Flyers in 2019 

after three years as an assistant coach 
at UBC, is equally excited at what the 
future holds for the team.

“There’s nowhere I’d rather be than 
here in Winkler working towards the 
unfi nished business we have,” he said. 
“The past two years have been tumul-
tuous for a lot of people, and the Fly-
ers are a major source of pride that 
the community can rally around. This 
is my dream job.

Winkler Flyers extend Jeanson, Cech’s contracts
Pro Justin Falk coming on board as assistant coach/GM

Continued on page 24

“WE’RE NOT TAKING 
ANYTHING FOR GRANTED 
THIS YEAR.”



program and curled a lot in Miami as 
well.

“It was a great program, and I had 
great people help me along the way,” 
Doerksen noted. “I kept my eyes open 
for the next oppor-
tunity with different 
teams every year, and 
now I’ve found myself 
here.”

Doerksen sees a cou-
ple key aspects of the 
game as being the at-
traction for her.

“I think it was fi rst 
and foremost the strat-
egy of the game. I really liked having 
to think about where to put the rocks 
and then also as a kid especially I just 
loved throwing them,” she said.

“It’s really about the people. I think 

that’s what keeps me around in the 
sport now, meeting so many great 
people,” she added. “We’re all so close 
and love spending time together.”

It is that bond that has developed 
with the Peterson team 
now over the last three 
years that has been 
central to their suc-
cess.

“Over the past few 
years, what’s made 
our team work was the 
chemistry. We all get 
along very well, and 
we love spending a lot 

of time together on and off the ice,” 
Doerksen said. “It makes it so much 
better and the communication on the 
ice so much smoother when you are 
getting along so well with your team-
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“I still can’t believe that we were there”

By Lorne Stelmach

One of the fi ve Manitoba-based 
teams at the recent Scotties national 
women’s curling championship in-
cluded a team member with  Morden 
roots.

Katherine Doerksen played second 
for the team skipped by Beth Peterson 
based out of the Assiniboine Memo-
rial club in Winnipeg

The rink, which also included third 
Jenna Loder, lead Melissa Gor-
don, and alternate Cathy Overton-
Clapham, earned the third wild card 
spot just behind the number two wild 
card team skipped by Mackenzie 
Zacharias of Altona.

Curling Canada expanded the fi eld 
at this year’s Canadian champion-
ships to 18 teams as many provinces 
were unable to run playdowns due to 
COVID-19. The fi eld included three 
wild card teams as determined by the 
Canadian Team Ranking System, and 
the news came as a pleasant surprise 
for Doerksen and her teammates.

“It wasn’t really on our radar,” 
Doerksen said after returning home 
from Calgary last week. “Even then, 
we didn’t really think of ourselves as 
being in the mix. We knew we were up 
there, but we just thought we would 
be at least a few spots shy of those ex-
panded spots. So we kind of brushed 
it off at fi rst.

“I still can’t believe that we were 
there. It’s still so surreal to me be-
cause it’s something you dream about 
as a kid,” she said of the experience 
of going up against elite curlers like 
Jennifer Jones, who has multiple Ca-
nadian and world titles to her credit. 
“It was something that took a while to 
sink in ... even half way through the 
whole thing, it was still sinking in for 
me. It was a really special experience.”

The team had a solid enough show-
ing at the Scotties, advancing to the 
championship round and then fi nish-
ing fi fth with a 7-5 record.

Doerksen hopes this could just be a 
major stepping stone for a curling ca-
reer which goes back to when she fi rst 
got involved in the sport in Morden at 
age 12.

“I think it was the jam can event 
at the Morden Curling Club when 
I fi rst threw some rocks, and then I 
was hooked,” she recalled,  noting she 
then got involved in the local junior 

 FACEBOOK.COM/TEAMBPETERSON
Morden’s own Katherine Doerksen (second from left) competed 
with Team Peterson at the national Scotties curling tournament last 
month.

“The players and I can’t wait to be 
back home at the rink, the loudest 
building in the MJHL.”

Joining Cech and Jeanson behind 
the bench next season will be former 
pro hockey player Justin Falk as the 
team’s new assistant coach and as-
sistant GM.

Falk spent nine seasons playing 
pro hockey with the Ottawa Sena-
tors, Columbus Blue Jackets, Buf-
falo Sabres, Minnesota Wild, and the 
New York Rangers. He also played 

in the AHL, the WHL, and, back in 
2004-2005, for the MJHL’s Swan Val-
ley Stampeders.

“I am beyond thrilled to carry on 
my journey in the game of hockey 
in a community I care deeply about,” 
Falk said of his new role. “I’m hum-
bled by the opportunity presented 
to be involved in this organization 
and I can’t wait to get to work and 
contribute to the lives of our hockey 
players on and off the ice. 

“Giving back to this community is 

a passion of mine and I can’t wait to 
get that started with the Winkler Fly-
ers.”

The team also announced last week 
that head scout Mike McAulay is 
taking on the new role of director of 
player personnel.

McAulay has overseen the team 
through two junior drafts. He’ll be 
focusing his attention on building 
the Flyers’ prospect base and 50-man 
list. 

Mordenite hit the 
ice at the Scotties

 >  FLYERS, FROM PG. 23

“IT’S SOMETHING 
YOU DREAM 
ABOUT AS A KID.”

mates. That has really helped us.
“On top of that, we’ve really reached 

out to as many people as possible. We 
had some on ice sessions with Jeff 
Stoughton,” she noted. “We were just 
trying to make small improvements in 
our game wherever we could, and the 
second season is where that showed, 
and we had a good season for points.”

As well, support came through a 
funding program to help young teams 
get to the next level.

“That is what got us in touch with 
way more people and much more ex-
perience,” Doerksen said. 

“We just tried to use those resources 
as much as possible,” she added, not-
ing they had been uncertain at one 
point what the season would look like 
in the midst of the pandemic.

“By the time we got the invite to 
the Scotties, we were at a much more 
prepared level,” she suggested. “Our 
team just kind of took the attitude that 
even if we’re not on the ice, let’s soak 
up everything we can with what we’ve 
been given and see what we can do.”

Competing at the Scotties became 
another  great learning experience for 
them, and Doerksen would love to get 
back there and make it to that fi nal 
day of play.

“At the end of the day, I would have 
loved to have been playing on Sun-
day,” she said. “I’m super proud of our 
fi fth place fi nish. I think we all wanted 
to prove to ourselves that we could be 
up there with Jennifer Jones and Ra-
chel Homan ... I think we did that.

“We’re in a really tough province ... 
just winning the provincials is almost 
more diffi cult,” Doerksen said. “Now 
it’s a matter of how do we get our-
selves to a spot where we can throw 
those critical shots at those critical 
times and make it to Sunday.

 “Now that we’ve had a taste of it, we 
want to be back there.”

Check out the Winkler Morden Voice online at www.winklermordenvoice.ca
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Season cancelled for Pembina Valley Hawks
By Lorne Stelmach

The hockey season came to an end 
this past week for the two U18 AAA 
Pembina Valley Hawks teams.

The continued pandemic restrictions 
led both the male and female leagues 
to offi cially cancel the remainder of 
the season.

It was an expected but nevertheless 
disappointing decision, and female 
Hawks coach Dana Bell was thankful 
that there at  least is opportunity for 
some practices and perhaps a few ex-
hibition games yet.

“Right now, for us, it’s about getting 
back together as a group. It hasn’t 
been easy on anybody going through 
this,” said Bell, who noted the team 
was able to start practising again this 
week with players in groups of 10.

“If we do get the go-ahead March 26 
[when the current public health or-
ders expire], we’ll be looking at doing 
some exhibition series amongst the 
league teams,” Bell said. “We’re hope-
ful and we’re pretty grateful that we 
at least get to be back on the ice as a 
group and do some practices.”

The loss of the majority of the sea-
son is particularly disappointing for 
the fi ve Hawks in their last year of eli-
gibility.

“That’s why we want to continue to 
practice, and we’re very hopeful we 
can get at least three or four exhibi-
tion games in before the end of the 
year,” Bell said.

Male Hawks coach Reid Sloan said 
he certainly understands the league’s 
decision to pull the plug.

“We didn’t know the expectations 
at the start of the year ... but we were 
ready to play,” he said. “Kind of pro-
longing the season now didn’t seem 
like the right thing to do.

“There’s other things on people’s 
plates now,” added Sloan, noting the 
team has no plans for any further ac-
tivities other than encouraging play-
ers to carry on training on their own. 
A few players may also have other op-
portunities to take the ice elsewhere.

Sloan agreed it is particularly dis-
appointing for the seven Hawks who 
were in their last year at this level, but 
it is equally frustrating even for the 
rookies.

“It would have been nice to have 
given them that experience,” he said. 
“We tried to keep the interest up for 
everyone as much as we could while 
we were off the ice. It’s just too bad it 
didn’t work out.”

UNCERTAINTY LEADS 
TO CANCELLATION

The Manitoba U18 AAA Hockey 

League had been holding out hope 
longer than most that a season might 
be possible. 

But the new public health orders 
that went into effect last week was the 
fi nal push to cancel the season, save 
for potential exhibition games should 
restrictions allow at month’s end.

“Given the uncertainty within the 
guidelines, around when indoor hock-
ey games in the province would be 
allowed and the limited time remain-
ing in a traditional hockey season, the 
league has made the diffi cult decision 

to not declare a winning team for the 
2020/21 season,” said a league state-
ment last week.

“However, we fully support and en-
dorse our teams providing opportu-
nities for their players to engage in 
much needed physical activity and 
social interaction, in accordance with 
the health guidelines, to support their 
physical and mental well being. 

“If permitted, after the current 
health order expires, the league will 
work closely with all teams to estab-
lish and promote exhibition play dur-

ing the end of March/month of April 
period.”

“Thank you to our players, coaches, 
managers, and volunteers for contin-
ued dedication to this program,” said 
league commissioner Levi Taylor last 
week. “We  share  in  your  frustration.  
We  will  continue  to  engage  with  
the  provincial government, Public 
Health, and local facilities to ensure a 
safe and responsible return to play for 
the 2021-2022 season.”

 VOICE FILE PHOTO
The female Pembina Valley Hawks U18 AAA team won’t have a regular season this year, but they hope to 
get in a few practices and exhibition games in late March/early April, pandemic restrictions allowing, be-
fore calling it quits .

ing crops that die naturally over the 
winter so that additional herbicide 
or grazing is not required.

A good number of producers said 
they’ve seen benefi ts relatively 
quickly.

“I was in shock when I saw this 
because a lot of people will say it 
will take you a long time to see any 
benefi ts from cover crops, but for 
Manitoba about 40 per cent of farm-
ers said they saw benefi ts within the 
fi rst year,” Morrison said.

Many producers reported seeing 
an increase in their profi ts thanks 
to cover crops. About one-quarter 
said they saw no signifi cant increase. 

Only two producers reported a de-
crease in profi ts.

When it came to common challeng-
es, our province’s short growing sea-
sons and a lack of moisture topped 
the list.

“Really, our climate seems to be the 
biggest two hurdles,” Morrison said. 

Overall, Manitoba farmers, once 
they start growing cover crops, are 
more likely to grow more such acres 
year over year than they are to de-
crease them.

“That’s another way to show 
whether farmers are enjoying it,” 
Morrison pointed out. “You’re only 
going to keep doing something and 

keep increasing your acres if you 
think it’s doing some good.”

Only one respondent reported ac-
tually decreasing their cover crop 
acres. The rest either increased them 
or, in a few cases, kept them the 
same.

Morrison plans to have more de-
tails about the survey results avail-
able in the months ahead. A series of 
in-depth focus groups on the topic 
are also in the works.

You can learn more online at 
https://sites.google.com/view/prai-
riecovercropsurvey.

 >  COVER CROPS, FROM PG. 19
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ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 524

Copyright © 2010, Penny Press

ACROSS
1. Steeple part
6. Pouchlike part
9. Venetian ruler
13. Anglers' boots
15. Purplish shade
17. Poet Pound
18. Glacial cover
19. Embarrass
20. Sow's mate
21. Fuel for KITT
22. Hat
24. Mulligan ____
26. Zip
27. Allied by nature
29. Theft
31. Enchant
34. Iron, e.g.
35. Manners
36. Desert retreat
38. Dress for Caesar
41. Militarize
42. Ape
44. Place of worship
46. Equestrian's leash

48. Dizziness
50. Mexican

food item
51. Reason
53. Buzzing insect
55. Roll
56. Gauzy fabric
57. Moonlike
58. Untrue
60. Circle around
62. Aquatic mammal
64. Rapid ____
67. Skirt panel
68. Bad actor
69. Straightforward
71. "The ____ is

mightier . . ."
72. Poorly lit
75. Of the ear
77. Cleanse
79. Convert to

a cryptogram
82. Go up
83. Dinghy support
84. Muss

85. Farr's feature
86. Lease
87. Attack

DOWN
1. Gulp
2. Tropical rodent
3. Roman date
4. Family room
5. Gay Nineties, e.g.
6. Bro or sis
7. Cry of dismay
8. Large dwellings
9. Society gal
10. Atmosphere

layer
11. Wheat, for one
12. Ahead of

schedule
14. Tear apart
15. Tyke
16. Bamboozle
23. Revenue
25. Ire

27. Overpowering
respect

28. "____ of the
Spider Woman"

30. Influence
31. Northern
32. Weasel
33. Barbers' trim
34. Newsreel maker
35. "Eyes of Laura

____"
37. Soft fabric
39. Pin-up girl
40. Blame
43. College vine
44. Adult scrod
45. Whetstone
47. Sheer curtain

fabric
49. Mechanic's milieu
52. Body

54. Yonder
57. Exact
59. Grabbed a bite
61. Having two feet
63. Work for nine
64. Rose spike
65. Percentage
66. Not right
70. Cathedral part
71. "____ Sematary"
72. Makeshift bed
73. Loiter
74. Run into
76. Bee chaser
78. Use a bench
80. Head
81. Prompter's

offering

 2. Chemical element
 3. Zodiac sign
 4. Removes
 5. Brew
 6. Nickname
 7. Architectural structures
 8. Trigonometric function
 9. Postmodern architectural 

building in Vienna
10. Henderson and Fitzgerald are 

two
11. Mountain (abbr.)
12. Landscaping practice
13. Capacitance unit
15. Redirect
18. Hat for women
21. In a way, dressed down
24. Granny
26. Feed
27. Endpoint
30. Indian instrument

32. Bleated
35. Cablegram (abbr.)
37. Root mean square (abbr.)
38. Jellyfi shes
39. Individual TV installments
42. Talk
43. More (Spanish)
46. Leaseholder
47. Monetary units
49. Hostility
50. Work stations
52. Linguistics giant
54. Female sheep
55. Calendar month
57. Seasoning
59. Lofty nest of a bird of prey
62. Single Lens Refl ex
63. A way to remove
66. Virginia
68. Old English

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Large dung beetle
 7. Representation of a plan
13. In a fervid way
14. The Book of Psalms
16. Morning
17. Exactly the same
19. About
20. Brown and basmati are two
22. Swiss river
23. Philippine island
25. Expressions of surprise
26. An ant
28. Common Japanese surname
29. Deoxyribonucleic acid
30. Car mechanics group
31. A person’s brother or sister
33. Ancient pharaoh
34. Quantitative fact
36. Vividly colored bird
38. Your home has one
40. Organic compound
41. Section at the end of a book
43. Flat tableland with steep 

edges
44. Criticize
45. Split pulses
47. Brief trend
48. Cool!
51. Purposes
53. Brews
55. Skin condition
56. Pops
58. American air travel company
59. Minute bug
60. Anno Domini (in the year of 

Our Lord)
61. One who rides in your car
64. One of the Gospels
65. City in southern Spain
67. Inquisitive
69. Jean Paul __, author
70. Pop singer Harry
CLUES DOWN
 1. An ape or monkey

take a break
> GAMES

Sudoku Answer
Crossword Answer

“Marketing’s always the hardest 
thing for me with my paintings,” she 
says. “This was an opportunity to put 
at least three out there.”

Being able to share her work is a 
major part of why Hildebrand cre-
ates in the fi rst place.

“I love to paint, but there’s no point 
to putting so much into it and then  
just having them stack up in my 

basement,” she says. 
Her abstract pieces often have a 

personal story behind them she’s 
willing to share, but Hildebrand is 
quick to encourage people to look for 
their own meaning in a piece.

Most of us search for recognizable 
objects in abstract art, but Hildeb-
rand hopes people will take a mo-
ment to really explore the emotions 

her paintings might generate within 
them.

“People are always welcome to 
their own interpretation of what 
they see that I’ve done,” she says. “I 
always fi nd it very, very interesting 
to fi nd out not only what people see 
but what they feel.”

The gallery is open Tuesday to Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

 >  WAC, FROM PG. 14

Resource Centre, president Natasha 
Doerksen spoke of the struggling 
families who come to them in need 
as well as the volunteers who come to 
lend a helping hand.

Facing increased isolation and chal-
lenges amidst the pandemic, many 
families have come to rely on the 
centre’s regular community meal 
program. A food voucher program at 
the weekly farmers market was also a 
successful initiative last summer.

“Who knew the Morden Alliance 
Church would one day become a 
drive-thru,” Doerksen observed. 
“Through a community meal, they are 
able to come together and fi nd sup-
port in each other.”

In order to make those programs 
happen again, though, requires a co-

ordinator to oversee things.
“I’ve seen fi rst-hand what a program 

co-ordinator can do in two months,” 
said Doerksen, noting the efforts 
of last year’s co-ordinator Hannah 
Drudge, including taking on many 
additional tasks.  “She brought it to 
life and made it fl ourish ... she was 

also the personal connection, the face 
of Many Hands.

“Our board members have great 
ideas and vision for Many Hands. 
We’re hard working, caring and com-
mitted, but we only have so much 
time,” said Doerksen. “To make a vi-
sion materialize, it takes one more 

person. This person can take one idea 
and give it life; that one idea in prac-
tice can touch the lives of  many peo-
ple.”

“Imagine how many lives could be 
positively impacted.”

“Imagine how many lives could be positively impacted”
From Pg. 22



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery and 
autos. NO ITEM TOO 
LARGE! Best prices 
paid, cash in hand. 
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

Do you own rental 
property in Winnipeg? 
Are you tired of dealing 
with long term renters 
and the mess they can 
leave? We can provide 
you with a different op-
tion to earn a rental 
income. Pawluk Realty 
204-890-8141.

FEED AND SEED
Forage seed for sale: 
organic & conventional: 
Sweet Clover, Alfalfa, 
Red Clover, Smooth 
Brome, Meadow 
Brome, Crested Wheat-
grass, Timothy, etc. Star 
City, SK. Birch Rose 
Acres Ltd. 306-921-
9942

MISCELLANEOUS
Having an online annual 
general meeting? Ad-
vertise it in the 37 MB 
weekly newspapers and 
get noticed! Each week 
our blanket classifi eds 
could be helping your 
organization get noticed 
in over 340,000 homes! 
It’s AFFORDABLE and 
it’s a great way to in-
crease and connect with 
our 37 weekly member 
newspapers. For as 
little as $189 + GST, get 
your important messag-
ing out! Call us at 204-
467-5836 to book or 
email classifi ed@mcna.
com for details. MCNA 
- Manitoba Commu-
nity Newspapers Asso-
ciation 204-947-1691. 
www.mcna.com

NOTICES
Urgent press releases 
or media advisories ser-
vice. Have something to 
announce? A cancella-
tion? A change in op-
erations? Though we 
cannot guarantee pub-
lication, MCNA will get 
the information into the 
right hands for ONLY 
$35 + GST/HST. Call 
MCNA 204-947-1691 
for more information, or 
email classifi ed@mcna.
com for details. www.
mcna.com.

HEALTH
Are you suffering from 
joint or arthritic pain? If 
so, you owe it to your-
self to try elk velvet ant-
ler capsules. Hundreds 
have found relief. Ben-
efi ts humans and pets. 
EVA is composed of 
proteins, amino acids, 
minerals, lipids and wa-
ter. Key compounds that 
work to stimulate red 
blood cell production 
& cartilage cell regen-
eration & development. 
Stonewood Elk Ranch 
Ltd., 204-467-8884 
or e-mail stonewood
elkranch@mymts.net

Please support our advertisers SHOP LOCAL

CALL: 325-6888
oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

Classifi eds Book Your Classifi ed Ad 
Today - Call 325-6888 or Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

PUBLIC NOTICE

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF STANLEY
PUBLIC NOTICE REGARDING BY-LAW NO. 3-21

FOR A CAPITAL CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS THE CONSTRUCTION OF CITY OF WINKLER’S 
NEW WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY AND CONSTRUCTION OF A WASTEWATER 

CONVEYANCE SYSTEM (force main and lift stations) IN THE RM OF STANLEY

The Council of the Rural Municipality of Stanley has scheduled a public hearing in the 
Council Chambers on the 1st day of April 2021 at 10:00 a.m. to present the following 
borrowing proposal:

The City of Winkler is proposing to construct a new Mechanical Wastewater Treatment 
Facility (WWTF), which is required in order to meet current wastewater treatment stan-
dards.  The new WWTF will serve both the City of Winkler and the Rural Municipality (RM) 
of Stanley for a total future population of 28,800. The RM of Stanley intends to purchase 
capacity in the new WWTF as well as construct a new wastewater conveyance system 
(force main and lift stations) to accommodate future growth within the RM of Stanley.

The estimated total cost of the WWTF project is $49,310,766, less funding of 
$35,346,667, Federal ($19,280,000) and Provincial ($16,066,667) Funding under 
the Infrastructure Canada’s (INFC) New Building Canada Fund – Investing in Canada 
Infrastructure Program – Green Infrastructure Stream – Environmental Quality Program, 
and the City of Winkler will also contribute $10,592,613. As part of a wastewater treat-
ment capacity Agreement with the City of Winkler, the Rural Municipality of Stanley will 
provide $3,371,486.00 as contribution towards the project.

The estimated total cost of the Wastewater Conveyance System project is $7,429,437, 
less funding of $5,423,488, Federal ($2,971,774) and Provincial ($2,451,714) Fund-
ing under the Infrastructure Canada’s (INFC) New Building Canada Fund – Investing in 
Canada Infrastructure Program – Green Infrastructure Stream – Environmental Quality 
Program. The RM of Stanley will provide $2,005,949.00 as a contribution towards the 
project.

The Rural Municipality of Stanley intends to receive borrowing approval in the amount 
$5,377,435.00 (This includes the balance of $3,371,486 for capital contribution to 
WWTF and $2,005,949 for wastewater conveyance system) to be borrowed over a 
20-year period at an estimated interest rate of 5.0% per year. The debt payment of 
$431,499.30 will be recovered through a mill rate on all taxable and grant-in-lieu prop-
erties within the Rural Municipality of Stanley. Based on the latest assessment roll, an 
estimated mill rate of 0.667 mills will be required. 

This borrowing application does not include the extension of a wastewater conveyance 
system within the existing communities of Reinfeld and Schanzenfeld. A decision on whether 
to extend a wastewater conveyance system into the existing communities of Reinfeld and 
Schanzenfeld will be made at a later date after consultations with those communities.

A written objection may be filed with the Chief Administrative Officer, at 23111 PTH 14 
in the RM of Stanley prior to the commencement of the hearing.  At the hearing, Council 
will hear any potential taxpayer who wishes to make a presentation, ask questions, or 
register an objection to the by-law.

All objections, written or verbal, must be filed prior to the adjournment of the hearing 
and must include the name, address and property description of the person filing the 
objection and the grounds of their objection. We ask that you consider submitting your 
comments in writing to our office by email or mail (drop off box located at the office). If 
you wish to be present at the hearing, we will require you to contact our office a minimum 
of 2 business days prior to the scheduled hearing so that we can ensure we can meet 
the physical distancing requirements. Anyone attending the office will be required to 
wear a face mask. If you wish to participate in the hearing electronically, please contact 
mgroening@rmofstanley.ca or call 204-325-4101. Thank you for your understanding and 
patience.

Copies of the proposed borrowing are available at the municipal office at 23111 PTH 
14 and on the municipal website at www.rmofstanley.ca. Feel free to call the RM Office 
for additional information at 204-325-4101.

Dated at the RM of Stanley this 5th day of March 2021 and issued pursuant to Section 
169(6) of The Municipal Act.

Dale Toews, Chief Administrative Officer
Rural Municipality of Stanley

FARM DIVISION

Trucks, Trailers,
Truckbeds & Tires

EBY Aluminum:

KALDECK TRUCK  
& TRAILER INC.

Hwy #1, MacGregor, MB

1-888-685-3127
www.kaldecktrailers.com

CAREERS

The Redboine Watershed District is currently seeking applicants for 
the position of

RESOURCE TECHNICIAN
The Resource Technician will work directly with landowners to plan, 
design & implement RBWD programs and project activities in the 
Redboine Watershed District.

QUALIFICATIONS:  

 Environmental Sciences (e.g. Land & Water Management, GIS/
 Geomatics, Agriculture etc.)

 public are a must

DUTIES:
Reporting directly to the District Manager, & with assistance from 

responsible for:

 district projects

 to date

 RBWD Board of Directors

 funding to the district

with pension, and health plan options available. 

If you are interested in applying for the position, please submit your 

Redboine Watershed District
Box 220, 109 Broadway Street, Holland, MB R0G 0X0

redboinewd@gmail.com

Response Builder 
Advertising 
WORKS!

• GET SEEN by over 
0,000 Manitoba 

Homes!
• Create instant top of 

mind awareness
• Showcase your info,

business, product, 
job, announcements 
or event

• We format it, to 
make it look great!

• Starting at $239.00 
(includes 35 lines of 
space) 

• The ads blanket the 
province and run in 
MCNA’s  Manitoba 
community 
newspapers

• Very cost eff ective
means of getting 
your message out to 
the widest possible 
audience

Contact this newspaper 
NOW or MCNA at 
204.947.1691 or email 
classifi ed@mcna.com

www.mcna.com
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Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 
or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

Call: 325-6888 or Email: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

FIND THE RIGHT PERSON FOR THE POSITION 
with an EMPLOYMENT/CAREERS AD in

FARMLAND TENDER

FARMLAND TENDER

FARMLAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
Sealed written tenders for the property in the RM of Roland 
described below must be received by 5:00 p.m. on March 17, 
2021 at:
Franz Hoeppner Wiens Law Office
Box 99,  1 880 J 15th Street
Winkler, Manitoba  R6W 4A4
or email  joan@fhwlaw.ca
Property owned by R.J. Falk Farms Ltd.
153.12 Acres of BARE FARMLAND
Risk Area:  12
SE 14-4-3 WPM
RM of Roland
Located approximately 7 miles North of Plum Coulee along 
Road 306
Conditions of Tender:
1. The parcels described will be sold “as is”.
2. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted. 
3. Possession is spring 2021.
4. Tender must be accompanied by a refundable deposit of 
10% of the amount offered (cheque made payable to Franz               
Hoeppner Wiens Law Office).
Terms of Sale:
1. The successful bidder(s) shall enter a formal agreement for 
sale for the payment of the balance on date of possession.
2. Possession is not authorized until acceptable arrangements 
for full payment are made following acceptance of tender.
3. GST and property taxes are the responsibility of the pur-
chaser as of date of possession.

For further information contact Franz Hoeppner Wiens Law 
Office at 204-325-4615.

FARMLAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
Sealed written tenders for the property in the Municipality 
of Rhineland described below must be received by noon on 
March 19, 2021 at:

Franz Hoeppner Wiens Law Office
Box 99,  1 880 J 15th Street
Winkler, Manitoba  R6W 4A4
or email  joan@fhwlaw.ca 

Property owned by Estate of (Peter) and Mary Klassen
66.99 Acres of BARE FARMLAND
Soil Zone:  C12        Risk Area:  12
SE 8-1-2 WPM
Municipality of Rhineland
Located 6 miles west of Gretna

Conditions of Tender:
1. The parcels described will be sold “as is”.
2. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted. 
3. Possession is April 15, 2021.
4. Tender must be accompanied by a refundable deposit of 
5% of the amount offered (cheque made payable to Franz Ho-
eppner Wiens Law Office).

Terms of Sale:
1. The successful bidder(s) shall enter a formal agreement for 
sale for the payment of the balance on date of possession.
2. Possession is not authorized until acceptable arrangements 
for full payment are made following acceptance of tender.
3. GST is the responsibility of the purchaser as of date of pos-
session.
4. Property taxes are adjusted as of January 1, 2021.

For further information contact Franz Hoeppner Wiens Law 
Office at 204-325-4615.

Please support our advertisers SHOP LOCAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC HEARING
2021 Financial Plan

Public notice is hereby given pursuant to subsection 162(2) of The 
Municipal Act that the Council of the City of Winkler will present its 
2021 Financial Plan at a public hearing to be held on:

March 23, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.
City of Winkler Council Chambers, 

185 Main Street, Winkler, MB
SPECIAL COVID-19 PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIREMENT:
Members of the public must confi rm if they plan to attend the Public 
Hearing within 2 Days  of the hearing date by contacting admin@
cityofwinkler.ca or calling the City Offi ce at 204-325-9524. This pre-
registration process will ensure that staff have time to ensure 
physical distancing is achieved.

Council will hear any person who wishes to make a representation, 
ask questions, or register an objection to the fi nancial plan.  

Copies of the City’s 2021 Financial Plan will be available at the 
Reception Desk at the City Hall for anyone wishing to get a copy 
prior to the meeting.

CITY OF WINKLER
185 Main Street, Winkler, MB, R6W 1B4
204-325-9524 |  | 204-325-5915

EMPLOYMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE

MORDEN COMMUNITY HANDI-VAN
CLUB 300 LGA Winners 2020

March 27/20
110 Krahn Friesen Neufeld CPA $150.00
58 PKF Lawyer $150.00
290 Tania Sigurdson $500.00
April 24/20
20 Rebecca Kehler $150.00
141 Dean Klatt $150.00
33 Triple E RV $500.00
May 29/20
162 Randy Reimer  $150.00
61 Travs Hotel $150.00
51 Dave Destoop $500.00
June 26/20
68 Moonlight Construction $150.00
136 Rod Wolfe $150.00
88 Quality Finishing $500.00
July 31/20
191 Dennis Sung $150.00
231 Esther Rothenburger $150.00
285 Dr. Brian Duff $500.00
August 28/20
137  Huron Windows $150.00
198 Murray Borne $150.00
220 Earl Lautenschlager $500.00
September 25/20
163  Pharmasave $150.00
201 Shirley Titchkosky $150.00
188 Richard Pauls $500.00
October 30/20
100  Marge Janzen $150.00
80 Howard Pauls $150.00
269 Wiebe’s Funeral Home $500.00
November 27/20
86  Agnes Bueckert $150.00
251 John Dyck $150.00
195 Ron Peters $500.00
December 25/20
295  Sherri Friesen $150.00
177 Alfred Loewen $150.00
296 Jan Leighman $500.00
January 25/21
57  Larry Freund $150.00
28 Southland Honda $150.00
121 Paul Janzen $500.00
February 26/21
186  Terry Gibson $150.00
65 Vern’s Carpets $150.00
225 Henry Hoeppner $500.00

Thank you for supporting the Morden Community Handi-van 

through the purchase of a Raffle Ticket. Tickets are on sale now. 

Please continue your support by purchasing a Raffle Ticket.

THANK YOU

Winkler Dental
Other Brother Roasters

Playful Peanut
Town n’Country Dog Grooming

Shine Design
Jenessa’s Massage Therapy

Janzens Paint and Decorating
Gislason Targownik Peters

Aspire Dental
Valley Bakery

Time out sports
Country Cycle

Sweet Ends (Stacy Wiebe)
Tupperware (Crystal Dejaegher)
Tiber River (Christine Peters)

Leather Nook (Nellie Driedger)
Little Lane Boutique (Lanette Flores)

Mimi and Mouse (Alisha Hamm)
Signature Décor (Sabrina Neufeld)

Norwex (Jen Froese)
Bloomin’ Bon Bons (Keir Froese)

Scentsy (Mel Schwarz)
Pearl Salon (Eva Guenter)

Kerwin Froese (artist)
Bloom

Tempo
Pure Anada

Impact Signs
Karina Bueckert

Alisha Hildebrand
Art Wiebe

Helen Banman
Imagination Library
Flavors of Mexico

Sunny Day
New Leaf Greenhouse
Suderman Chiropractic

Softline Fabrics
Janzens Paint and Decorating

Spenst
Boston Pizza
Co-op Winkler

Canadian Tire Winkler
Green Valley Equipment

Dairy Queen Winkler
Staples Winkler

Superstore Winkler
Winkler Emmanuel Mennonite Church

City of Winkler/friend of WFRC

We look forward to working with you all next year! Thank you 
to all of businesses and individuals who donated prizes:

Winkler Family Resource Centre 
would like to acknowledge all the businesses who donated 

prizes for our February prize draw calendar. 
We were excited to raise $2000 for the centre.

OAKVIEW 
TERRACE

IS HIRING:
Part-time Caretaker
If interested please call:

Peter — 204-362-0656
Betty — 204 332-0652
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Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - 
Call 325-6888 or Email 

ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

Please support our advertisers
SHOP LOCAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNDER THE AUTHORITY 
OF THE PLANNING ACT 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

HEARING  R.M. of Stanley Council Chambers
LOCATION: 1-23111 PTH14, SW 7-3-4W
DATE & TIME: MARCH 18, 2021 at 9:30 a.m.
GENERAL INTENT:  TO RE-ZONE PARCELS OF LAND IN THE
  RM OF STANLEY
FROM: “AL” AGRICULTURAL LIMITED
TO: “MG” GENERAL INDUSTRIAL
AREA: LOTS 1-5, PLAN 59948
 ALL WITHIN SW 27-2-4W

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a PUBLIC HEARING will 
be held to receive representations from any person(s) who wish to make them 

in respect to the following matter:
THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF STANLEY BY-LAW 8-21

Being an AMENDMENT to the R.M. OF STANLEY
ZONING BY-LAW 8-18, AS AMENDED.

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
Melissa Groening, Planning and Development Officer
Rural Municipality of Stanley, 1-23111 PTH14
Phone: (204) 325-4101
Email: mgroening@rmofstanley.ca
A copy of the above proposal and supporting material may be inspected at the loca-
tion noted above during normal office hours, Monday to Friday. Copies may be made 
and extracts taken there from, upon request.
****Please note: If you wish to provide comments regarding the application we ask 
that you consider submitting your comments in writing to our office by email or mail 
(drop off box also located at the office). Due to limited seating, if you wish to be 
present at the hearing we will require you to contact our office a minimum of 2 
business days prior to the scheduled hearing so that we can ensure we can meet the 
physical distancing requirements. Anyone attending the office will be required to wear 
a face mask. If you wish to participate in the hearing electronically, please contact 
mgroening@rmofstanley.ca or call 204-325-4101. Thank you for your understanding 
and patience.

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

See more at info. & pics at  www.billklassen.com

FRANSMANN RAY AND LINDA 
FARM RETIREMENT AUCTION 

FANNYSTELLE, MB. 
CLOSING APRIL 12, 2021

Very nice line of farm equipment. 
See auction bidding catalog at

 www.billklassen.com

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

See more at info. & pics at  www.billklassen.com

GERALD FRIESEN RETIREMENT 
FARM AUCTION, CLOSING TIMED 

ONLINE APRIL 20, 
 CLOSING BEGINS AT 6 PM

From west end of Morden, MB, 
4 miles north on 432, then, 5 west on

 mile 17 and ½ mile south on road 33 w,   
long driveway to the west  #16068. 

 Tractors  Ago  DT180A  FWA,  
 HD 11 Allis Crawler w/dozer, two MF 4840  

4X4 Tractors, case 1370, MF 1085, Case vac, 
 IHC 350 w loader, combines JD 9600, 

8820, 7720,  1979 800 FORD tandem grain 
hauler and much more. See selling 

catalog at www.billklassen.com  
Owners 204-822-3633 Cell 204-362-0678

AUCTION

AUCTION

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

See more at info. & pics at  www.billklassen.com

 FARM AUCTION FOR MARTENS 
JAMES 3 ½ SOUTH OF SANFORD, 

TIMED ONLINE, 
CLOSING APRIL 14, 10 AM

Real good line of equipment.
Owners  204-293-4408

check the catalog at www.billklassen.com
204-325-4433  or cell 204-325-6230 

AUCTION

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

See more at info. & pics at  www.billklassen.com

SCHELLENBERG RON & KAREN 
FARM RETIREMENT AUCTION

TIMED ONLINE, CLOSING APRIL 16 /21.    
91 GNADENTAL  AVE WEST, GNADENTHAL VILLAGE, 
6 MILE SOUTH OF PLUM COULEE AND 2 WEST OR 6 

SOUTH OF WINKLER ON 32 AND 6 EAST ON 201

IHC 2007 9200I 
Tandem Grain truck, 
Versatile 956 tractor, 
1586, 1086, 1085 MF, 
3020 John Deere, CIH 

2388 combine,
full line of tillage air 
seeder etc, 10 grain 
bins, see catalog at 

www.billklassen.com 
 204-325-4433, cell 

204-325-6230 or  
Owners  204-325-

0240, 204-829-3843 

AUCTION

The Aurora
1648 SqFt  

RTM  
3 bedrooms, ensuite, 
huge kitchen, quartz 
countertops, walk-in 
pantry, island. James 
Hardie Siding Huron 
Tripane Windows. 

Pictures available 
www.

wgiesbrechthomes.ca 

Brand New
Show
Home  

204-346-3231

UP TO $1500 TRADE
FOR  YOUR OLD

CUPBOARDS,
TOWARDS YOUR 

NEW DÉCOR 
KITCHEN

 EXPIRES: APR. 2, 2021

PROMPT SERVICE 
& FREE DESIGN 

USUALLY WITHIN  
24 HRS

Ph: (204) 746-2223
FEHRSCABINETS.COM

HIP/KNEE 
Replacement? 
Other medical 
conditions causing  
TROUBLE WALKING 
or DRESSING? 

The Disability Tax 
Credit allows for 
$2,500 yearly tax 
credit and up to 

$50,000 Lump sum 
refund. 
Apply NOW; quickest 
refund Nationwide! 
Providing assistance 
during Covid.

Expert Help:  
204-453-5372

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!

50, 000 BATTERIES 
IN STOCK

*Auto *Farm *Marine
*Construction *ATV 
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Phones *Computers
*Solar Systems & design
* Everything Else!

THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St., 

WPG
1-877-775-8271

www.batteryman.ca

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888

Please support 
our advertisers
SHOP LOCAL
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Remember Your Remember Your 
Loved OnesLoved Ones  

 with an 
Announcement in the

 

Call 204-325-6888 or 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

• BIRTHDAYS 
• MARRIAGES
• ANNIVERSARIES 

• NOTICES
• OBITUARIES 
• IN MEMORIAMS

• ENGAGEMENTS  
• BIRTHS

• THANK YOUS
• GRADUATIONS oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe MordenBOOK YOUR 

ANNOUNCEMENT TODAY
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Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

See more at info. & pics at  www.billklassen.com

FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION FOR
RAYMOND & LINDA FRANSMANN, 

SE FANNYSTELLE, MB. 

SE Fannystelle, MB.  2017 MF  9565 Combine  
less 300 sep. hrs, Versatle 400 Tractor 2100 hrs, 

CIH MODEL 60 Compact tractor, MF 9430
Swather  1100 hrs, Freightliner Mercedes 

Tandem Grain Truck automatic trans.
Morris tank / Concord air seeder, 
CIH MODEL 60 Compact tractor, 

2019 Dodge 2500 pickup 8500 Km.
Etc. See the catalog at 
www.billklassen.com  

owners, 204-436-2550

AUCTION

MOVING 
AUCTION
Yard equipment, tools, 
2005 Ford F-150 Truck,

See more details at 
www.billklassen.com 

Closes March 15, 6pm 

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

See our website www.billklassen.com for list and pictures!

AUCTION SERVICES

Don Boulton
Tax Service & Bookkeeping
103-400 Stephen Street, Morden, MB

(204) 822-5401
(204) 822-6031 Fax
dbmb@mymts.net

Margaret Boulton
Owner

Monday-Thursday 9am - 5:30pm
Friday 9am -5:00 pm
Saturday 10am to 4:00 pm

Income 
Tax Filing

Irish Potato Bread

Mint Brownies
2 medium or large russet potatoes
1 egg
1 egg white
1/3 cup canola oil
3/4 cup milk
2 tablespoons green onion, minced
1/2 teaspoon caraway seeds
3 1/4 cups all-purpose fl our, plus ad-

ditional for dusting and kneading
1 1/2 tablespoons baking powder
1 teaspoon salt
Heat oven to 375 F.
Peel potatoes. Slice one potato and 

boil in saucepan 15 minutes, or until 
tender. Remove potato from saucepan 
into large bowl. Mash potato then set 
aside.

Grate second potato onto cloth. Wring 
potato in cloth to remove excess water. 
Add grated potato to mashed potato 
in large bowl. Add egg, egg white, oil, 
milk, onion, caraway seeds, 3 1/4 cups 
fl our, baking powder and salt. Stir with 
wooden spoon until mixture is soft and 
sticky. 

Servings: 9-12
Nonstick cooking spray
1 box supreme brownie mix with choc-

olate syrup pouch 
3 tablespoons water
1/3 cup vegetable oil 
1 egg 
Filling:
3 1/2 cups powdered sugar
1/4 cup butter, softened
1/4 cup whipping cream

Turn dough onto fl oured surface. 
Adding fl our as needed, knead dough 
to form 8-inch round shape with slight 
dome. Place dough onto baking sheet 
lined with parchment paper. Cut large 
“X” on top of dough about 1/2 inch deep.

Bake 55 minutes until golden brown. 
Cool on wire rack 1 hour before serving.

5 ounces cream cheese, softened
1/2 teaspoon peppermint extract
5 drops green food color
Topping:
1/2 cup whipping cream
1 bag (12 ounces) chocolate chips
1/2 cup butter 
Heat oven to 350 F. 
Spray 8-by-8-inch pan with nonstick 

cooking spray. 
In large bowl, mix brownie mix, water, 

oil and egg until combined. Pour into 
prepared baking pan. Bake 35 minutes. 
Cool completely, about 1 hour.

To make fi lling: In large bowl, beat 
powdered sugar, butter, whipping 
cream, cream cheese, peppermint ex-
tract and food coloring. Spread over 
cooled brownies. Refrigerate 1 hour, or 
until set.

To make topping: In saucepan, melt 
whipping cream, chocolate chips and 
butter until smooth. Cool until luke-
warm, about 10 minutes. Pour over fi ll-
ing; spread to cover. Refrigerate 2 hours, 
or until set.

Before serving, let brownies set 10 
minutes at room temperature. 

Tips: Cut brownies with wet knife for 
cleaner cuts. Store covered in refrigera-
tor.

> MEAL IDEAS> MEAL IDEAS
get inspired

Mint Chocolate 
Chip Cookies

Servings: 24-32
2 1/2 cups fl our
1 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 cup butter, softened
1 1/4 cups sugar

2 eggs
30 drops green food coloring
1 teaspoon peppermint extract
1 package (12 ounces) chocolate chips
Heat oven to 375 F.
In large bowl, mix fl our, baking soda 

and salt until blended. Set aside.
In medium bowl, beat butter and 

sugar until combined. Add eggs, food 
coloring and peppermint extract; beat 
until combined.

Add wet ingredients to dry ingredi-
ents; beat until combined. Stir in choco-
late chips. Drop spoonfuls of cookie 
dough onto baking sheet.

Bake 11-14 minutes, or until edges are 
lightly browned.

Cool on wire racks.

Call The Winkler Morden Voice 
at 204-467-5836 

to advertise

Do you have Do you have 
a Health or a Health or 
Wellness Wellness 

Business?Business?
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FRED MAYOR
 AREA SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CARMAN GRANITE
MONUMENTS, INSCRIPTIONS,

MEMORIAL RESTORATIONS
CEMETERY SERVICE

fmayor@mts.net
Ph. 204.822.3454  Cell 204.362.2064

Dowler Property Services

Full Lawn Maintenance
Spring Clean Up

Tree Removal
Stump Grinding

Snow Removal
Fall Clean Up

Commercial and Residential

(204) 226-7992

dowlerpropertyservices@gmail.com

Biz CardsBiz Cards Get The Job Done!
Call 204-325-6888Call 204-325-6888

ads@winklermordenvoice.caads@winklermordenvoice.ca

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Donna Joan Lumgair 
(nee Garwood)

1932 - 2021
Donna died peacefully at Boundary Trails Health Centre on 

Thursday March 4, 2021.
Born Donna Joan Garwood in Peterborough, ON in September 

of 1932, she grew up in St. Vital in Winnipeg, MB. Donna studied 
nursing at Grace Hospital, graduating in 1958. The following year, 
she married David G. Lumgair of Thornhill. Their daughter, Leslie 
was born in 1960 and son, Bradley in 1961.

Fellowship and service were important to Donna including 
hosting for Canada World Youth, United Church Women (UCW) 
and annual fundraising for the Heart and Stroke Foundation, to 

which she devoted time and energy for 35 years. Hosting gatherings was a great joy, as Donna 
loved making everyone feel at home, making sure they were well fed and included. Donna was 
raised with a dog by her side, and no one has ever loved dogs more. Donna was at the heart of 
her community of Thornhill, a city woman adapted to farm life—no chickens please—where her 
love for life blossomed in an abundance of house plants, perennials and annuals in the garden. 
The bird feeder was a source of great pleasure. It drew fl ocks to her kitchen window (including 
those d*** squirrels), as well as the deer that regularly visited the yard.

She is survived by David, her husband of 61 years; daughter, Leslie (Blair Jackson), son, Bradley 
(Carol-Lynn Chambers), daughter-in-law, Freda Lumgair (Dale Stambuski), three granddaughters, 
Nicole (Matthew Salo) and great-grandson, Coen, Kaitlyn (Travis Andersen) and Robyn (Shawn 
Cline).

The family would like to acknowledge the care received from Boundary Trails EMS, ER and 
Palliative care staff. Your compassion and kindness were greatly appreciated.

Private family memorial service was held at Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden. Interment will take 
place at Knightcot Cemetery at a later date.

Donations in Donna’s memory may be made to the Heart & Stroke Foundation or to the Menzies 
Medical Centre Foundation.

Nettie Peters (nee Martens)
1926 – 2021

It is with great sadness that the family announces the passing 
of a loving mother, grandmother and great-grandmother, Nettie 
Peters on Wednesday March 3, 2021.

Nettie was born in Schoenwiese, MB on May 3, 1926 to Cornelius 
and Helena (nee Wiens) Martens. On June 8, 1947, she married 
Jake Peters. They made their home and raised their family in the 
Morden area.

Nettie is survived by four sons, Ron (Cheryl), Albert (Debbie), 
Raymond (Pauline) and Norman, four daughters, Marlene (Will) 
Derksen, Shirley (Ed) Bergen, Lorraine (Don) Holenski, Joan 
Peters (Bernie Thiessen) as well as 16 grandchildren, 22 great-
grandchildren and one brother. She was predeceased by her 

husband Jake Peters in 2003, grandson, Matthew Peters in 2001 and great-granddaughter Chloe 
Boyle in 2020.

Private family funeral service was held on Monday, March 8, 2021 at Wiebe Funeral Chapel in 
Morden with Carrie Martens offi ciating. Interment followed at Hillside Cemetery.

Many thanks to all the doctors and nurses and staff at Boundary Trails Health Centre and Notre 
Dame Health Center.

Donations may be made in Nettie’s memory to the charity of your choice.
I’m gone now but please don’t weep
I knew the Angels were coming, so I went to sleep
They took me and my journey has ended
But I will always be with you for hearts that need to be mended
Take comfort in knowing I will never be alone
And take comfort in knowing I am fi nally HOME

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

OBITUARY

Eva Peters (nee Sawatzky)
1928 – 2021

On Tuesday March 2, 2021, Eva Peters, 92 of Pilot Mound, MB 
passed away at Prairie View Lodge.

Eva was born in Chihuahua, Mexico, September 16, 1928 to 
John and Susanna Sawatzky. At six years old, her parents moved 
back to Canada and settled in the Halbstadt area in Manitoba. Eva 
married Peter Peters November 6, 1949. They eventually moved 
to a farm south of Crystal City, later moving into town and when 
Peter started working at Mound Motors in Pilot Mound, they had 
a house moved into town. They made this their home and raised 
four children. Eva trained to be a Nurse’s Aide and worked at the 
Prairie View Lodge for 17 years, not realizing that this would be her 
home in the later years. She loved her work at the Lodge. She was 

involved in 4-H, teaching many young girls how to sew. She was a member of the Horticultural 
Society and the bowling club. She also loved gardening, painting, crocheting, photography, 
camping and traveling.

Eva was predeceased by her husband, Peter in 2000, daughter, Linda Stiff, son, Robert, 
granddaughter, Jennifer Groening and son-in-law, Donald Groening, her brother, Bill and many 
dear friends. Left to mourn her passing are her sons, Menno and David Peters (Lori), daughter, 
Irene Groening, son-in-law, Gordon Stiff, three sisters, Kathy Peters, Susan Rempel and Helen 
Neufeld, sister-in-law, Shirley Loeppky Sawatzky, grandchildren, Kristy (Kris), Scott (Jaimie), 
Lucas (Kayla) and Rebecca, Matthew (Mandi) and Darren, great-grandchildren, Austin, Sydney, 
Hunter and Abygale and one great-great grandson, Bentley. Eva loved her family very much. 
They were “her people” and she wanted them near as much as possible. We will miss you and 
you will be forever in our hearts.

Private funeral service was held at Graham’s Funeral Service in Pilot Mound with interment at 
the Greenwood Cemetery. Donations in Eva’s memory may be made to the Alzheimer Society of 
Canada or the Canadian Bible Society.

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

CARD OF THANKS

 For our Mother, Eva Peters of Pilot Mound, we thank the doctors, nurses, healthcare workers 
and staff of the Prairie View Lodge for their tireless efforts and loving care in keeping our Mom 
comfortable. We also thank the Home Care Workers in Winkler for their care and compassion 
when Mom’s journey of Alzheimer’s began.
We also thank Mona Blackburn who provided a wonderful service offi ciating Mom’s funeral.
Thank you to Art and Larry Harms for their beautiful song.
We are especially grateful and thankful to Joey Grenier for his excellent and compassionate 
service to our needs. We also thank Kim Doell and staff, all from the Wiebe Funeral Home.  
Thank you to all for your kindness and condolences. Our Mother will be remembered by many.

-Eva’s family

IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM

 Jason Edward Wesley Stoesz
1979 - 1981

We wondered how we would ever heal the 
day God called you home.
And there were days where we felt so all 
alone.
Our hearts have slowly healed and we have 
learned to move on.
But everyday you’re still in our hearts and 
thoughts
And Praise God you are fi nally home.

-Love always, Mom and Dad,
Joey and Lindsay

In Loving Memory
Of my wife, Linda

Who left us March 13, 2018
Those we love don’t go away,
They walk beside us every day;
Unseen, unheard, but always near,
Still loved, still missed and very dear.
Across the distance that separates us,
We whisper your name in the wind.
God Bless You Treasure.
We love you and miss you.

-Claire, Rob, Jay, Kim,
Emma, Luke, Jacqui and Bob.

Forever in our hearts.
I love you, Moe

Linda Mary Alberta Butler
March 13, 2018

Announcements
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 
or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca



SCOTT CHUCK JODY
WAYNE

GREG

WWW.SOUTHLANDHONDA.COM
1-877-246-6322 • 325-78991-888-305-8917 • 204-325-9511

W W W . J A N Z E N C H E V R O L E T. C A

KURT MILLERKURT MILLER
kurt@jpb.cakurt@jpb.ca

 HENRY BLATZ HENRY BLATZ
henry@jpb.cahenry@jpb.ca

KEVIN TALBOTKEVIN TALBOT
kevin@jpb.cakevin@jpb.ca

ROBERTO KORTROBERTO KORT
roberto@jpb.caroberto@jpb.ca

honda.ca

Permit #9725

*Honda Loyalty Program, **Lease Rate, ***Vehicles not exactly as pictured.

HONDA

WAYNE CHUCK BILL JODY MARIA

690 MEMORIAL DRIVE • 325-4777
W W W . H O M E T O W N F O R D . C A

Permit No. 1162 Since 1955

Bob Derksen Brian Derksen Konrad Friesen John Friesen

Permit #2816

Permit No 1162 Since 1955

 2017 MUSTANG 2017 MUSTANG 
GT PREMIUM GT PREMIUM 
CONVERTIBLECONVERTIBLE

2016 FOCUS 2016 FOCUS 
TITANIUMTITANIUM 

2016 TAURUS 2016 TAURUS 
LIMITED LIMITED 
AWDAWD

2020 ESCAPE 2020 ESCAPE 
SEL AWDSEL AWD

 $18,900

 $31,900

 $15,900

 $$37,50037,500

PLUS PST/GST

PLUS PST/GST

Stock #21U019Stock #21U019

Stock #20U155Stock #20U155

Stock #20U022Stock #20U022

Stock #21U016Stock #21U016

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$• SYNC 3 W/ NAVIGATION
• HEATED STEERING WHEEL & SEATS
• ACTIVE PARK ASSIST • 39,000 KM
• PUSH-BUTTON & REMOTE START

• 5.0L V8                                        
• SYNC 3 W/ NAVIGATION
• HEATED & COOLED LEATHER
• 31,000 KM

• 3.5L V6
• SYNC 3 W/ NAVIGATION
• ADAPTIVE CRUISE W/ LANE KEEP
• ACTIVE PARK ASSIST
• 125,000 KM

$$$$
• 1.5L ECOBOOST
• SYNC 3 W/ NAVIGATION
• ADAPTIVE CRUISE W/ LANE KEEP
• HEATED STEERING WHEEL & SEATS
• 25,000 KM

PLUS PST/GST

PLUS PST/GST

2019 Honda CR-V EX-L

2018 Honda CR-V EX-L

ONE OWNER, LOCAL, OFF 
LEASE, LEATHER, HEATED 
SEATS, APPLE CAR PLAY

$35,988

$31,988

GREAT SELECTION OF CR-V’S

$28,988
ONE OWNER, LOCAL,

AWD, HEATED STEERING 
WHEEL, HEATED SEATS, 

FRONT & BACK

123,792 KMS, STOCK #173914

2017 Honda CR-V EX-L

GET READY

FOR SUMMER!

3 TO 
CHOOSE FROM

$34,988
36,300 KMS, STOCK #190859

2019 Honda CR-V Touring

36,389 KMS, STOCK #194332

66,825 KMS, STOCK #186954

ONE OWNER, LOCAL, 
OFF LEASE, LOADED, 

CROSS TRAFFIC MONITOR, 
APPLE CAR PLAY

ONE OWNER, LOCAL, OFF 
LEASE, LEATHER, HEATED 
SEATS, APPLE CAR PLAY

3.5 V6, AUTO, LEATHER INTERIOR, 
SAFETIED, LOCAL TRADE, 

201,000 KM’S

6.6 DURAMAX DIESEL, 10 SPEED ALLISON AUTO, 
HITCH GUIDANCE, REMOTE START, 

HEATED SEATS, X31 OFF ROAD PKG ETC.

3.6 V6. 9 SPEED AUTO, LEATHER INTERIOR, POWER 
SUNROOF, ADAPTIVE CRUISE, FACTORY NAVIGATION, 

7 PASSENGER SEATING, LOCAL TRADE, 
79,000 KM’S, BALANCE OF FACTORY WARRANTY

2008 LINCOLN MKX FWD2008 LINCOLN MKX FWD

STK W9614ASTK W9614A

JUST IN

 2018 BUICK ENCLAVE  2018 BUICK ENCLAVE 
AVENIR AWDAVENIR AWD

STK W10128ASTK W10128A

JUST IN

2020 GMC SIERRA SLE2020 GMC SIERRA SLE
3500HD 4X43500HD 4X4

STK W9737STK W9737

JUST IN

ONLY
$6,997+ TAX

ONLY
$39,989+ TAX

ONLY
$68,978+ TAX

MECHANCIAL SPECIAL
HAS A FEW OIL LEAKS

8 FOOT BOX

DID YOU KNOW?
JANZEN CHEVROLET BUYS 

USED VEHICLES. IF YOU ARE 
LOOKING TO SELL YOUR 
VEHICLE TRY SELLING TO 

JANZEN CHEVROLET.
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