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VISIT OUR DRUGSTORES!
215 Stephen Street, Morden

(204) 822-9992

Morden 
Drugstore

By Agassiz Medical Centre

Clinic 
Drugstore

Locally owned & operated - Dedicated to serving our communities

Going on Going on 
a bear a bear 
hunthunt

Siblings Kenton and Kaelyn Harrison not only had their favourite stuffed toys in hand but were in costume as well to Siblings Kenton and Kaelyn Harrison not only had their favourite stuffed toys in hand but were in costume as well to 
take part in a special “Teddy Bear Hunt” last week. The campaign, in which participants place a furry friend in their take part in a special “Teddy Bear Hunt” last week. The campaign, in which participants place a furry friend in their 
front window in honour of the classic book We’re Going on a Bear Hunt, has become a popular pastime in the midst of front window in honour of the classic book We’re Going on a Bear Hunt, has become a popular pastime in the midst of 
the pandemic to give families something to watch for while out on walks. “The kids thought it was fun. They’ve been the pandemic to give families something to watch for while out on walks. “The kids thought it was fun. They’ve been 
looking out the window to see who they can see, waving, making funny faces. It’s making the best of it,” said mother looking out the window to see who they can see, waving, making funny faces. It’s making the best of it,” said mother 
Amanda. “There’s lots of bears. Some people are now even doing Easter themes.”Amanda. “There’s lots of bears. Some people are now even doing Easter themes.”
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Winkler arena now a drive-thru testing siteWinkler arena now a drive-thru testing site
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Winkler’s Centennial Arena became 
a drive-thru testing site for COVID-19 
last week.

Health care workers were standing 
by at the arena at 600 Park St. starting 
last Wednesday to test for the illness 
caused by the novel coronoavirus.

“This will be the 12th community 
testing site and our fourth drive-
thru,” said Lanette Siragusa, Shared 
Health’s chief nursing offi cer, noting 
more locations throughout Manitoba 
were in the works.

The Winkler testing site is open dai-
ly from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Patients are di-
rected to drive up under the enclosed 

tent and remain in their vehicles until 
medical staff approach.

“As a reminder, these are not walk-
in clinics,” Siragusa stressed. “People 
need to have a referral from Health 
Links prior to going to these sites.”

When you arrive, health care pro-
viders will take swabs of your throat 
and nose. Samples are then sent to 
the Cadham Provincial Laboratory 
for COVID-19 testing.

“Remember that only Manitobans 
with respiratory symptoms who have 
travelled out of province in the last 14 
days or have had contact with a con-
fi rmed or suspect COVID-19 case ... 
need to be tested at this point,” Sira-

Winkler’s 
arena be-
came Mani-
toba’s 12th 
community 
testing site 
last week. Pa-
tients require 
a referral be-
fore arriving 
for testing.

gusa said. “All other Manitobans are 
asked to stay home if they are ill.”

For more information and to ac-
cess the online screening tool for 

COVID-19, visit www.manitoba.ca/
covid19.

Health Links-Info Santé can be 
reached toll-free at 1-888-315-9257.

Province orders closure of non-critical businesses
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Provincial leaders have taken fur-
ther steps to slow the spread of CO-
VID-19 in Manitoba.

On Monday, Premier Brian Pallis-
ter announced that all non-critical 

businesses are ordered to close their 
doors between April 1-14.

“We take these temporary steps 
today to protect our most valuable 
service of all: our health care system, 
and to protect our most vulnerable,” 
he said.

“This announcement is not an easy 
thing to do. But it is the right thing 
to do,” Pallister stressed. “We are go-
ing to fl atten the COVID curve and 
as we do we ensure that all of us and 
our loved ones will have a health care 
system not only today, not only for 

COVID, but for all aspects of health 
protection and safety tomorrow as 
well.”

As of Wednesday, any place that 
serves food is prohibited from doing 

Continued on page 4
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HOURS OF OPERATION: 
Monday & Tuesday 9:30am to 6pm

Wednesday to Friday 9:30am to 8pm 
Saturday 9:30am to 5pm

390 1ST ST. WINKLER 
SHOP AND 
DONATE

NEW ITEMS GOING 
OUT DAILY

with Flair

dwflair@mts.net 204-362-8202 

Frieda Janz 
Interior Decorator /
Window Covering

Specialist

Free Blind Consultations!

FREE CORDLESS 
UPGRADE ON GRABER 
ROLLER & CELLULAR 
BLINDS AND PLEATED 

BLINDS

Shoe Repair

YOUR WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
WINKLER, MB • Ph: 325-5538

Service & Selection Guaranteed
Company charges welcome (must be arranged ahead of time) GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday 9:30am to 4 pm

325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

STORE WILL REMAIN OPEN WITH REDUCED HOURS. 
CHECK WITH STORE FOR UPDATED HOURS OF 
OPERATION. WE WILL ALSO OFFER CURBSIDE 

SERVICE FOR PURCHASES AND REPAIRS.

YOUR FOOTWEAR & YOUR FOOTWEAR & 
REPAIR WAREHOUSE!REPAIR WAREHOUSE!

RUBBER BOOTS

25% OFF

CSA WORKBOOTS 
STARTING AT $89.99

FOOTWEAR FOR THE 
WHOLE FAMILY!

Front Steps Project comes 
to the Pembina Valley

By Ashleigh Viveiros

A local photographer isn’t letting 
the coronavirus stop her from captur-
ing special family moments.

Salina Wall of Salina Marie Photog-
raphy has joined the #TheFront Step-
sProject movement, offering families 
in the Pembina Valley the chance to 
pose for a portrait in front of their 
homes in exchange for food bank do-
nations.

It’s a way to stay connected as a 
community while also helping those 
who have fallen on hard times during 
the global crisis, says Wall.

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
Local photographer Salina Wall is snapping shots of families on their 
front steps in exchange for food bank donations.

“Ever since things got crazy with 
COVID-19, I’ve been thinking about 
how I could use my talents or my 
skills to help people out,” she says.

The Front Steps Project was started 
by a photographer in Massachusetts 
and has quickly spread across North 
America.

When Wall heard about it from a 
Winnipeg photographer, she knew 
she had found her way to give back.

“I saw that there were a bunch of 
photographers doing it in areas of the 
city but no one doing in the Pembina 
Valley, so I fi gured I’d bring it to our 
area,” she says.

Wall spent last weekend making 
trips out to several households in 
Morden and Winkler for short, fi ve-
minute photo sessions, all taken at a 
distance of at least 10 feet from her 
subjects.

Families were encouraged to dress 
as they like—be it in their best duds, 
comfy sweats, PJs, or even costumes.

“You can really do whatever you 
want,” Wall says. “It’s meant to bring a 
little bit of light to a scary time.”

Wall will be setting up more portrait 
sessions in the weeks to come.

“I’ll do them for as long as people 
want them,” she says, encouraging 
people to head to salinamariephotog-
raphy.com/thefrontstepsproject to re-
quest a photo session.

Every participating family is asked 
to have a donation of non-perishable 

food, cleaning supplies, or personal 
hygiene supplies ready for Wall to 
pick up to be donated to food banks 
in Winkler or Morden (monetary do-
nations towards the purchase of non-
perishables are also accepted). Fami-

lies will receive a digital fi le of their 
photo in an email after their session.

You can check out some of the #The-
FrontStepsProject photos on the Sali-
na Marie Photography Facebook and 
Instagram pages.
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I
’ve decided to start a 
Scandinavian Death 
Metal Festival and in-
vite The Wiggles, Raffi , 
Fred Penner, and LuLu & 

The Tomcat as the headlin-
ers.

I mean, why not? Every year so-
called blues and jazz festivals do the 
same thing, right? Finding actual jazz 
at a jazz festival is 
almost as hard as 
fi nding the pro-
verbial needle in a 
haystack.

Every spring, fes-
tival season line-
ups begin to get 
announced and 
people begin to get 
excited for the op-
portunity to shell 
out some cash to listen to some good 
old genre-based music. They buy 
tickets to a jazz or blues festival to lis-
ten to incredible jazz or blues perfor-
mances.

Let me give you some examples: 
Some of the featured musicians at 

Ottawa’s summer Bluesfest (assum-
ing it’s still a go in light of recent 

global events) include world renown 
blues legends Blink 182, Boyz2Men, 
and Alanis Morrisette, to name a few.

Meanwhile, this year’s Winnipeg 
Jazz Festival (still a go at press time, 
but anything could change between 
now and June) will feature hardcore 
jazz legends Faouzia and Ben Harp-
er, whose  Wikipedia page sums up 
his musical style with the following 
quote:  “Harper plays an eclectic mix 
of blues, folk, soul, reggae, and rock 
music.”  Literally almost every musi-
cal style except jazz.

It cannot be that hard to fi nd jazz 
and blues musicians, right?

“Look, it really isn’t hard to fi nd the 
musicians,” said every jazz and blues 
festival spokesperson. “The problem 
is people don’t like jazz and blues 
music, so we have to book pop and 
rock musicians. By doing this we cre-
ate VERY successful jazz and blues 
festivals.”

Ottawa’s blues festival is famous for 
such interesting, little known blues 
acts. Last year they booked Pussy 
Riot and Snoop Dog—two acts who, 
up until then, didn’t even know they 
were, in fact, blues musicians. After 
they were booked, I am sure they 
were thrilled with their versatility. 

Other blues legends that have 
turned up at blues festivals include 
Hanson, Pink, Fetty Wap, Duran Du-

ran, and Billy Idol. Really. 
Not to be outdone, the Montreal 

Jazz Festival has featured such jazz 
luminaries as Bryan Adams, Ziggy 
Marley, Robert Plant, and The B’52s.

Running into Hanson at a blues 
festival is a little like opening a jar 
of mayonnaise and running into 
marshmallow spread instead. Sure, 
you don’t mind marshmallow spread 
when no one is looking, but not when 
you were expecting a decent BLT. 

Heck, maybe, in the anonymity 
of your own home, you pull all the 
blinds down and secretly listen to 
some Hanson on Spotify. Who am I to 
judge? Just keep them out of a blues 
festival (or any other festival, frankly).

Thankfully, folk festivals have man-
aged to resist the urge to book David 
Guetta and deadmou5 and have de-
cided that folk festivals can succeed 
on the basis of booking folk musi-
cians ... crazy.

When blues and jazz festivals book 
pop headliners it feels like they’re 
trying to trick people into listening 
to blues and jazz. Like sneaking Tay-
lor Swift or Katy Perry into the blues 
lineup the way your mum used to ca-
sually approach you as a baby with a 
spoonful of pudding only to veer off 
at the last second and dump in some 
cod liver oil. 

Not a great way to build trust.

Deception Fest 2020

By Peter 
Cantelon

so on-site, though takeout and deliv-
ery are still allowed as long as prop-
er physical distancing measures are 
observed.

Bars, hair salons and barbers, mas-
sage therapy clinics, garden supply 
stores, and sporting good stores, 
among others, will all be closed.

“Grocery stores will remain open, 
but they must also maintain ap-
propriate social distancing between 
their customers,” said Dr. Brent 
Roussin, chief provincial public 
health offi cer. 

“All businesses that are not listed 
in the schedule of critical services 
... must close between April 1 and 

April 14,” he said, noting the closure 
order does not prevent businesses 
from operating remotely. 

Many businesses made the cut for 
the list of critical services, including 
bakeries, hardware stores, banks, 
pharmacies, gas stations, taxi ser-
vices, offi ce supply stores, agricul-
tural suppliers, and manufacturers, 
to name just a few.

The full list of businesses consid-
ered critical is available online at 
engagemb.ca/covid19-csp.

Beyond this step, the most recent 
public health order also now lim-
its all public gatherings (including 
places of worship and family events) 

to no more than 10 people at any in-
door or outdoor place or premise. 
This does not apply to health care or 
social services facilities.

“The most important way of reduc-
ing the spread of this virus is for peo-
ple to stay home,” Roussin stressed. 
“If you’re able to, stay home, wash 
your hands frequently. This is espe-
cially important if you are ill. This 
is especially important if you’re in 
a high-risk category, such as those 
over age 65, those with underlying 
medical conditions, or those [who 
are] immune compromised. If you 
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will not penalize you if you are late 
on your payment, although we would 
appreciate if you can pay ... the city 
needs to operate.”

BUDGET BREAKDOWN
The budget will see the munici-

pal mill rate reduced from 13.365 to 
12.327. That means the impact on tax 
bills will generally level out, as 2020 is 
a reassessment year.

That means a residential proper-
ty that has seen its value rise from 
$210,000 to $227,300 will have its 
municipal taxes remain virtually the 
same at about $1,371, including the 
$110 waste fee. 

It will be a similar picture for taxes 
on a commercial property whose val-
ue is rising from $500,000 to $542,280.  
There, municipal taxes will stay very 
nearly the same at $4,345.05.

Council provided a further break-
down of how that residential tax bill 
is spent. It includes $265 for police, 
$196 for transportation, $190 to rec-
reation, $181 in transfer to reserves, 
$161 for fi scal services, $145 for gen-
eral government services, $46 for eco-
nomic services, $36 for planning ser-
vices, $33 for the fi re department, and 
$8 to health and cemetery services.

Percentage-wise, that means 19 per 
cent of spending is on the police fol-
lowed next by about 14 per cent each 

on transportation and recreation and 
culture, 13 per cent on transfers, 11 
per cent on fi scal services, and 10 per 
cent on administration as the top ar-
eas of expenditures.

Municipal taxes represent 66 per 
cent of the city’s revenues at almost 
$11.4 million, while other revenue, 
including federal and provincial 
grant money, makes up the other 34 
per cent at over $5.8 million. The ma-
jority of that other revenue is almost 
$2.8 million in provincial and munici-
pal tax sharing.

The fi nancial plan also trumpeted 
the city’s debt management, with 
construction of the Meridian Exhibi-
tion Centre being the main item there 
with a debt load of over $15 million. 

Otherwise, the borrowing debt 
from the new library and the arena 
shop are now off the books, which 
means the debt balance will drop 
from $19.07 million to $17.7 million 
by the end of the year.

Harder suggested the city has man-
aged its fi nances well enough to be in 
a strong enough position to not only 
manage a project like the exhibition 
centre but also weather the storm in 
a time of crisis.

“We’re fortunate enough that we 
have not been a community that has 
overspent,” he said.

“We’re glad with how we have been 
able to manage it all. These things 
don’t happen overnight; it takes years 
to get ready for it, and it may take 
years to be back to where we were, 
but at least we have the fl exibility.”
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By Lorne Stelmach

The City of Winkler went back to the 
drawing board to cut almost half of a 
million dollars from its 2020 budget 
introduced last week.

Council identifi ed $483,500 in 
spending to eliminate from the fi nan-
cial plan in response to the fi nancial 
impact and stresses that many resi-
dents are now facing as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The spending of just over $17.2 mil-
lion represents just a one per cent 
increase over the 2019 budget, and it 
means the city is holding the line on 
municipal taxes.

Mayor Martin Harder said council 
acted to at least in a small way help 
ease the burden on residents right 
now.

“We initially had a very aggres-
sive budget,” said Harder, who noted 
when it was fi rst drafted in January 
they had been looking at a 3.9 per 
cent increase in spending.

In light of recent global events, the 
fi nance committee met in the days 
before the introduction of the budget  
March 24 to bring that spending in-

crease down to zero.
“We took a look at our absolute 

needs and we kept them in, and we 
looked at the projects that are ongo-
ing that we cannot cancel, so there-
fore those stayed in,” said Harder.

“We then looked at the want list and 
said this can wait for a year or this can 
wait a little bit longer. So therefore we 
were able to trim a half a million dol-
lars off our budget.”

The reductions range from delaying 
capital purchases such as new vehi-
cles and putting off the new accessi-
ble playground to trimming almost a 
quarter million dollar sidewalk bud-
get to just over $100,000.

In addition, the expansion of the 
Clover Creek industrial park will be 
scaled back for now to just the instal-
lation of water and sewer lines.

At the same time as introducing 
these budget measures, Harder also 
announced the city will be giving res-
idents 60 day extensions on payment 
of both their current utility bills as 
well as property taxes.

“For those who can’t, we will not 
penalize you, and we will not charge 
any interest for 60 days,” he said. “We 

City of Winkler pulls back on tax increase
Council seeks to ease fi nancial burden on residents by holding 
the line on taxes, offering extensions on utility and tax bills

cannot stay home, you need to prac-
tice social distancing, physical dis-
tancing at all times.

“I want to remind Manitobans that 
we are not helpless against this vi-
rus,” he added. “Now is not the time 
for fear. Now is a time for knowledge. 
Now is a time for action. And these 
orders are furthering that action that 
we’ve been taking all along to be pro-
active and out ahead of this virus.”

At Monday’s daily press briefi ng, 
Roussin announced 24 new cases of 
COVID-19 in Manitoba, bringing the 
total of lab-confi rmed and probable 
positive cases to 96.

Four of those patients are currently 
hospitalized, one in intensive care. 
Manitoba’s fi rst death caused by CO-
VID-19 occurred last week. Two peo-
ple have been reported as recovered.

Public health offi cials continue to 

strongly advise all Manitobans, in-
cluding health-care providers, to 
cancel or postpone any recreational, 
tourist, or non-essential international 
or domestic travel.  

In addition, anyone who returns 
from international or domestic travel 
must self-isolate and self-monitor for 
symptoms for 14 days following their 
return. 

The only people exempt from self-
isolating are workers involved with 
the commercial transportation of 
goods and services,  health care work-
ers who travel to work from outside 
the province, workers who live in a 
neighbouring jurisdiction and travel 
to Manitoba for work, and those en-
gaged in normal personal travel in 
border communities.

Any person concerned about their 
exposure to or risk of having COV-
ID-19 should call Health Links–Info 
Santé at 1-888-315-9257 to be screened 
to see if a test is required.

Returning travellers must 
self-isolate: health offi cials
From Pg. 4
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Careers that connect our world. 

Love to tinker with technology? Design and develop the 
communication systems and devices essential to our lives. 

Learn more about Assiniboine’s nationally accredited, two-year 
Communications Engineering Technology diploma at our next 
free program information session. On April 8 at 6 p.m., visit our 
Victoria Avenue East campus in Brandon. 

To register, go to assiniboine.net/infosession. 

Next info session: 
April 8 at 6 p.m.

assiniboine.net 
@nimbuspub or nimbus.caFollow us online: 

AVAILABLE THROUGH ONLINE RETAILERS EVERYWHERE!

GET THE 
ADVICE YOU 
NEED NOW!

 
Ibbotson (AsktheMoneyLady.ca) provides a 

 

DON’T PANIC: HOW TO MANAGE YOUR 

DURING AND AFTER CORONAVIRUS

978-1-77108-904-3 | ebook | $4.95 
978-1-77108-905-0 | paperback | $12.95 

Regional Connections looking for Language Buddy volunteers
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Regional Connections has put out 
a call for more Language Buddy vol-
unteers heading into the summer 
months.

The program pairs up newcomers 
to Canada who are learning English 
with native speakers who can help 
them practise their informal English 
skills.

“Students, they come to class and 
they learn English but then they go 
home and they’re often speaking 
their home language,”  says volunteer 
and integration coordinator Alesha 
Hildebrand. “They need casual con-
versation in English. It’s so benefi cial 
to just casually talk to someone. 

“We do this every day as English 
speakers not realizing that it can be 
diffi cult and challenging for some-
one who’s trying to learn and think 
and process all these new words,” she 
adds. “The more often clients meet 
with their Language Buddy, those 
conversations become more natural.”

That’s certainly been the case for 
Natalya Shepeleva, who moved to 
Winkler from Kazakhstan two years 
ago.

Though she’d learned some English 
before coming to Canada, upon arriv-
al she realized she needed more help 
to fi ne-tune her skills.

She began taking classes at Regional 
Connections and over the last couple 
of years has been paired up with two 
different Language Buddies.

Their meetings go far beyond lan-
guage development.

“We’ve spent a good amount of time 
together,” Shepeleva says. “We read 
the newspaper and discuss the local 
news. She’s helped me understand 
the culture of Canada, some of the 
traditions I didn’t know. It’s helped 
me integrate in society and to be part 
of the community.”

Shepeleva is quick to recommend 
the program to fellow newcomers 
and hopes more people will step up 
to become volunteers.

“It’s so helpful and [brings] a lot of 
pleasure. It’s like the meeting of two 
friends,” she says. “I hope more would 
volunteer [to] help immigrants. It’s 
so helpful for both because for Ca-
nadians when you share news, share 
traditions, it’s an exchange of infor-
mation, cultures. It’s an interesting 
experience for both parties.”

“I’VE LOVED IT”
Irina Volkova, a Morden resident 

who moved here from Russia four 
years ago, has been meeting with her 
Language Buddy for nearly two years 
now.

“I decided that I needed somebody 
to talk to sometimes, not just the 
words that I use at my workplace,” she 
says. “I just thought I needed a differ-
ent [kind of] conversation.”

She and volunteer Jennifer-Laura 
Heide got together once or twice a 
week at the start and  quickly became 
fast friends.

“We try to get together as much as 
we can ... when we do, we often talk 
for hours,” says Heide, who initially 
got involved as a volunteer with Re-

 PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH 
VIVEIROS/VOICE

Above, from left: Irina Volkova 
and Jennifer-Laura Heide have 
become fast friends through 
Regional Connections’ Language 
Buddy program. Right: Program 
participant Natalya Shepeleva 
says the informal meetings with 
her Language Buddy have greatly 
improved her English skills. 

gional Connections’ Coffee and Chat 
get-togethers while she was on ma-
ternity leave, but then became a Lan-
guage Buddy when she returned to 
work. The program provides a great 
deal of fl exibility in when and where 
the matches meet, which fi t in  nicely 
with her schedule.

Continued on page 8
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Playgrounds closed down, 
green spaces remain open

By Lorne Stelmach

The City of Morden continues to as-
sess and take further measures in re-
sponse to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Some of the latest measures last 
week in keeping with provincial di-
rection included the closure of Mor-
den’s playground structures and park 
facilities, including picnic shelters. 
(Winkler has done the same for its 
park areas.)

“Basically, only active green area 
will remain open,” Mayor Brandon 
Burley said following a meeting of 
council March 23.

There has been discussion as well 
about the dog park, but Burley said 
it was not being closed as of yet, al-
though there is an onus on users to 
follow all recommendations about so-
cial distancing.

“At this point, any park or any loca-
tion where people could or be expect-
ed to touch things that will be able to 
communicate the virus to others will 
be closed,” he said. “We’ve also got 
to look at things like the community 
gardens. We want to make sure that 
we can keep those going because I 
think this year, more than any year, 

we may have greater demand for 
garden space, so we’re looking at the 
precautions we can take there, and we 
think we can practice social distanc-
ing, ensure that people bring their 
own tools there.”

Meanwhile, Morden council also 
approved an update to its emergency 
plan, as it is required to do each year 
by the province.

“There were a couple changes made 
to it in terms of how we respond to 
weather disasters,” said Burley, not-
ing some minor revisions were made 
in relation to large winter storms in 
light of the experiences with last Oc-
tober’s blizzard.

“And as we learn some things about 
how we get through this pandemic, 
we will update it in 2021,” he added. 
“We’re learning more as we go.”

In other business, council has moved 
to form a new accessibility committee 
that will be charged with the task to 
assess and update the city’s accessi-
bility plan.

“It’s not a thorough plan by any 
means ... we’re looking at ways that 
we can improve not only the plan but 
the implementation of it,” suggested 
Burley.

The committee will include not only 
councillors and a city engineer but 
also three community members at 
large.

“There’s a lot of people who live 
with either accessibility issues, dis-
abilities,” Burley said. “We don’t nec-
essarily see the problems that exist 
with accessibility because we’re not 
encumbered by those diffi culties.

“We’re looking at people to give us 
perspective who have lived with ac-
cessibility issues, and we think by 
doing that we can provide a superior 
outcome,” he continued. “Our goal 
with this committee is to provide a li-
aison with the residents in  our com-
munity who live with accessibility is-
sue. We are looking at this as a way to 

bridge the gap.”
Because accessibility is a very broad 

topic, Burley said they recognize 
there will be a need to break it down 
to have a real impact.

“Our year one mandate for this com-
mittee will be to review the physical 
components, like the infrastructure 
pieces of accessibility in our com-
munity, and to review the plan in not 
only where it is but where it needs to 
be and then to provide feedback on 
how we are doing in terms of physical 
accessibility.”

Finally, council also moved to ad-
vance $9,000 of its annual funding 
commitment to the Pembina Hills 

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Playgrounds in Morden-Winkler are now off-limits due to COVID-19.

Continued on page 9
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Heide and Volkov’s conversations run the gamut and 
have taught each a great deal about the other’s culture.

“I really enjoyed after Christmas learning about your 
Christmas traditions and foods,” Heide tells Volkov, shar-
ing as well that hearing about Volkov’s hometown in Rus-
sia near the ocean “changed my perspective on what I had 
in my mind of Russia.

“As a volunteer, I’ve found it really rewarding and I 
would encourage anyone that has some time to sign up,” 
Heide says. “I’ve loved it.”

The Language Buddy program currently has 15 matches 
in Winkler, Morden, and Altona. Hildebrand anticipates 
the demand for volunteers will increase signifi cantly in 
the months ahead.

“We want to be prepared for that infl ux of requests com-
ing in,” she says.

All they ask from volunteers is a commitment to meet 
at least once or twice a month for six months. Where and 
when you meet is up to you and your match.

“That’s the benefi t of the program is the fl exibility,” says 
Hildebrand.  “All we ask is for conversation, community. 
Take them to a sports game, go for coffee, take a walk 
in the park, or get together in your home. Really, where 
you want to meet is up to you and your match and where 
you’re comfortable.

“It’s a great way to introduce yourself to other cultures 
and vice versa,” she says. “Meet your neighbours.”

If you’d like to get involved, contact Hildebrand at 204-
325-4059 or alesha@regionalconnections.ca.

Winkler, Morden, Stanley providing a united front
By Lorne Stelmach

Local leaders are aiming to present a united 
front in their efforts against the growing pan-
demic.

Winkler Mayor Martin Harder, Morden Mayor 
Brandon Burley, and RM of Stanley Reeve Mor-
ris Olafson issued a joint statement last week 
that stresses the three municipalities will take 
co-ordinated measures to help slow the spread 
of COVID-19.

“It’s important for everybody 
to realize that we are working 
on the same page; we’re work-
ing from the same set of guide-
lines,” says Harder. “It shows to 
the people that our communities 
are working together.”

“We think it’s a really good op-
portunity to provide a united 
front to the public,” agrees Bur-
ley. “I think it’s extremely im-
portant for the three municipali-
ties to get together, as there’s so 
much cross-traffi c and commu-
nication between the three mu-
nicipalities already, none of us 
will be immune if one of us ends up being af-
fected by COVID-19.”

“We’ve been in touch with each other along the 
way to see how everybody’s doing and what the 
protocols are going to be,” adds Olafson. “We’re 
not all on our own island ... and we can’t have 
just one thing shut and the next thing open.”

The statement came with the province under a 
state of emergency and the number of coronavi-
rus cases starting to rise substantially every day.

“As three communities so closely tied togeth-

er, we felt it was important for our residents and 
businesses to hear from us as one voice,” begins 
the statement, which goes on to note that “all 
three communities took proactive steps to close 
city buildings including recreational centres 
and municipal offi ces early on in order to do 
what we could to help with preventative steps.”

The three leaders suggest most of the greater 
community here is taking this seriously, but 
they also acknowledge that they have become 

aware of instances in which the 
mandates set out by provincial 
health offi cials are not being fol-
lowed. 

“Please know that these are not 
suggestions, they are a provin-
cial mandate, and by adhering 
to them we can reduce both the 
health and the economic impact 
of COVID-19 in our country, in 
our province, and in our own 
communities.”

Municipal leaders urge area 
residents to check the Province of 
Manitoba’s website (gov.mb.ca/
covid19) for updates and con-
tinue to follow the guidelines for 

social distancing and self-isolation, especially 
after you have travelled.

“We understand that these measures are 
causing signifi cant disruption to our daily lives 
and are not easy to follow,” the statement said. 
“Please have patience and compassion for one 
another. While these challenges can bring out 
the worst in each of us, it can also bring out the 
best. 

“We have already seen people helping and 
volunteering where they can, sharing their re-

“AT THIS POINT, 
THERE IS NO 
EXCUSE FOR 
PEOPLE WHO ARE 
NOT LISTENING, 
NOT OBEYING 
RESTRICTIONS.”

sources with those who are in need and making personal 
sacrifi ces for the greater good. 

“Remember that physical separation doesn’t mean that 
you need to be emotionally distant; there has never been a 
better time to reach out and call a neighbour, a friend, or a 
loved one. Find ways to stay connected, even at a distance, 
keeping in mind those who are particularly vulnerable 
and alone such as the elderly in this time.

“Please care for one another in this diffi cult time, help us 
to be a shining example to other provinces and communi-
ties as we do what is best, not what is easiest.”

Harder, Burley, and Olafson emphasized that the three 
communities will continue to work together with provin-
cial offi cials and one another. 

“We’re all following the general guidelines given by the 
Province of Manitoba,” said Harder, who acknowledged 
that concerns and questions will arise if a policy in Win-
kler varies from what’s being done in Morden.

“The cities have more closures than we do with the rec. 
centres and those types of things,” noted Olafson. “But 
we’ve made it known to all of our community clubs that 
their playgrounds should be shut down at this point as 
well. “My hope is just that everybody takes it easy ... we’ll 
all just have to hunker down longer.”

“We need to have a consistent message that there is ab-
solutely no wiggle room for people to do as they please in 
this situation,” stressed Burley.

“I am getting daily input or communication from com-
munity members about people—neighbours, friends and 
family—who are not self-quarantining after coming back, 
who are not getting tested if they are feeling ill and have 
been advised to test,” he said. 

“That, at this point, is foolish and reckless, and it’s plain 
stupid. At this point, there is no excuse for people who are 
not listening, not obeying restrictions.”

 >  LANGUAGE BUDDIES, FROM PG. 6
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Contact Vern and learn how Quadrant Private Wealth 

Vern Doerksen, Private Wealth Manager
720-One Lombard Place
Winnipeg, MB, R3B 0X3
Direct  204-944-3383
Cellular 204-294-7651
vdoerksen@quadrantprivate.com
www.quadrantprivate.com 

Quadrant Private Wealth is an independent, 
comprehensive, integrated wealth 

“Far more money has been lost 
by investors trying to anticipate 
corrections, than lost in the corrections 
themselves.” Peter Lynch

Soup’s still on

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Many Hands chairperson Natasha Doerksen, seen here in with Jaimee 
Loewen along with Chandra Meisner and daughter Boe, at one of the 
group’s Tuesday night drive-thru meal services.

By Lorne Stelmach 

Community meal programs in Win-
kler and Morden are weathering the 
COVID-19 storm by fi nding new ways 
to reach out to those in need. 

In Morden, Many Hands Resource 
Centre volunteers have been offer-
ing a drive-thru meal service Tuesday 
evenings from 5-6 p.m. at the Morden 
Alliance Church.

“People don’t even need to get out 
of their vehicle,” said Many Hands 
chairperson Natasha Doerksen. 

The service handed out 75 meals 
of soup, buns, and cookies their fi rst 
week and 100 last week. Demand out-
paced supply both weeks.

“We’ll keep doing this as long as its 
prudent,” said Doerksen. “We’re just 
trying to let the community know 
we’re still there, we still want to help 
out, still care about people who need 
a little connection. 

“It’s not the same as a meal where 
you sit down together, but it’s still a 
great way to keep us out there.”

Likewise, Winkler’s Central Station 
has cancelled its Monday night com-
munity meals, but volunteers are still 
hard at work preparing and deliver-
ing food.

“We still feel that there is a signifi -
cant need in the community for the 
families that need it,” said executive 
director Bev Wiebe. “It’s a service that 
we can provide with only a couple of 
volunteers in the  kitchen and our de-
livery drivers.”

Café 545 has delivered upwards of 
100 meals a week over the last couple 
of weeks and will continue to do so as 
long as they are able, Wiebe said.

“So far it’s working well and we see 
it as a real benefi t for the community, 
especially for families who might be 
more vulnerable or people who are, 
really, very isolated,” she said, not-
ing drivers drop off meals at the door 
and keep their distance, but a friendly 
smile can go a long way during these 
diffi cult times. “As much as we don’t 
have physical contact or interaction, 
you still feel cared for.”

As always, Central Station gratefully 
accepts donations to keep the meals 
free. Contact them for details if you’d 
like to help.

To arrange a delivery from Café 545 
on Monday, call Central Station at 
204-325-0257

—with fi les from Ashleigh Viveiros

Arts Council.
The city’s yearly commitment has 

been $36,000, or $3,000 per month, 
but those funds are usually only 
released with approval of the city 
budget—something which council 
hopes to do by May.

The arts council requested the 
advance to assist with its fi nances 
while it remains closed in response 
to the pandemic.

The mayor said council acknowl-
edges there is additional hardship 
right now for a number of similar 
community organizations.

“We’re looking to have to do that 
with quite a few organizations now. 

There have been a few coming for-
ward,” he said.

“We know that in a year like this, 
organizations like the arts coun-
cil or even CFDC [Canadian Fossil 
Discovery Centre] are looking at 
declining revenue. There’s going to 
have to be a step up, and we’re hop-
ing by the province as well and the 
federal government ... but we recog-
nize there’s going to be an increased 
onus on the municipal government 
to step in and support community 
organizations and groups until they 
can get on their feet again after CO-
VID-19.”

Skate Canada Manitoba announced 
some of its 2019-20 award recipients 
last week and three local skaters 
made the list.

The Morden Figure Skating Club’s 
Lauren Ginter nabbed the STAR-
Skate Athlete Award while team-
mates  Jayde Jonasson won the Syn-

chroSkate Athlete Award and Alison 
Convery will receive a Manitoba 
Open Bursary.

Recipients were selected from nomi-
nations submitted by Skate Canada 
Manitoba’s members throughout the 
province in skater, coach, and volun-
teer categories.

Local fi gure skaters honoured

 >  MORDEN COUNCIL, FROM PG. 7

• Gateway Resources Inc. has can-
celled its annual Faces of Gateway 
banquet, which was scheduled to take 
place May 7. Ticket holders and prize 
donors will be contacted for refunds.

• South Central Regional Library’s 
May 7-9 book sale has been post-
poned. In a social media post last 
week, SCRL said it is making plans 
to hold the event in the fall, possibly 

teaming up with the Morden Fire De-
partment, who also hold an annual 
book sale.

• Southern Health announced last 
week that Camp Bridges, originally 
scheduled for May 29-31 at Circle 
Square Ranch in Austin, MB, has 
been cancelled. The free camp is for 
children and teens grieving the death 
of someone signifi cant in their lives.

Coronavirus cancellations
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GRAIN HANDLING & EQUIPMENT DEPARTMENT
** NOW LOCATED AT ST. LEON, MANITOBA **

   BOTTOM GRAIN BINS

CONTACT OUR EQUIP TEAM: 
OFFICE  204-744-2421 

KENNY’S MOBILE  204-723-0249
KENNY VUIGNIER EMAIL: 

KENNY.VUIGNIER@PEMBINACOOP.CA
MURRAY HARRISON EMAIL: 

MURRAY.HARRISON@PEMBINACOOP.CA

FOLLOW US AT:

Pembina

ST.LEON, 
ST CLAUDE, 

PILOT MOUND

Welcome to your Co-op
Bienvenue à votre coop

HOME STORE DELIVERY OF HOME RENOVATION NEEDS. 
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By Lorne Stelmach

The Morden Area Foundation is 
calling for nominations for the an-
nual Citizen of Distinction Award. 

It is important to recognize the out-
standing citizens who make contri-
butions to the city, said executive di-
rector Lynda Lambert.

“We are just looking for someone 
who loves the community and has 
made an impact on the community, 
whether it is through their volunteer-
ing or their employment or a mixture 
of both,” she said.

Nominees must be a current or for-
mer resident of Morden and must 

have exemplifi ed a positive leader-
ship quality that inspires others to 
care for one another and uplift their 
fellow citizens.

The nominee’s service to the com-
munity will have occurred over an ex-
tended period of time and not be fo-
cused solely on one singular event or 
activity. Unsuccessful nominees from 
past years may be re-nominated.

All applications will be reviewed by 
a selection committee of past recipi-
ents.

Nomination forms are available 
online at mordenfoundation.ca. The 
deadline to nominate someone is Fri-
day, April 17.

Nominations open for Morden Citizen of Distinction Award

VOICE FILE PHOTO
Sue Nelson (right) won the Citizen of Distinction Award last year. 
Nominations are now open for this year’s award.

Province green lights regional wastewater project
By Lorne Stelmach

The regional wastewater treatment 
project is now just waiting for the fed-
eral government to come on board.

The Manitoba government signalled 
with its 2020 budget last month that it 
has fi nally green lit the project.

The acknowledgement is encourag-
ing for local leaders, though much 
remains uncertain as to whether the 
federal government will move ahead 
with making it a done deal.

“We know they have all the details 
and all the approvals required pro-
vincially ... but that last leg of the jour-
ney is still there for the feds to decide 
it’s a go,” said Winkler Mayor Mar-
tin Harder. “Because of all the other 
things that are going on, I would be 
surprised if we would be getting a 
sign of construction this year, but you 
never know ... it depends when we 
get the approval.”

The wastewater treatment project 
will include a $46 million plant for 
the City of Winkler and the RM of 
Stanley, with the provincial and fed-
eral governments being asked to each 
pick up a $15.5 million portion of the 
cost. Winkler would be taking on a 79 
per cent share of the municipal por-
tion while Stanley covers 21 per cent.

Aside from the wastewater treat-
ment plant itself, the RM of Stanley 
will separately have the cost of con-
necting villages such as Reinfeld  and 

Schanzenfeld to the system.
The plant is expected to have the 

capacity to serve up to a population 
of about 30,000—a fi gure Winkler 
and Stanley together are estimated to 
reach by 2038.

As part of the larger regional proj-
ect, the City of Morden is also look-
ing at a $27 million facility to meet its 
needs.

Although there is much uncertainty 
now, Burley is hopeful the approval 
process at the federal level may not 
need to take long.

“We are in the last step of this pro-
cess, that being the federal govern-
ment ... as soon as funding at that 
level comes down, we’re ready to go 
on this project,” he said. “We know 
that the federal process should take 
less time than the provincial process 
... there were several things that kind 
of held it up.”

Seeing the project proceed will be 
vital, as the province had put a hold 
on new development in Morden last 
June as a result of concerns around 
wastewater capacity.

“We’re still cognizant of the fact 
that we are looking at least two years 
before [the plant] is operational, at 
minimum, so there’s still signifi cant 
impact on us in the short term, which 
we’re working to alleviate with the 
province,” said Burley. “At that point, 
there’s no limit in my lifetime for the 
amount of expansion that could hap-

pen in Morden.” 
Stanley Reeve Morris Olafson 

sounded a note of caution, however, 
in light of the ongoing COVID-19 cri-
sis.

“It’s a positive 
... [but] nothing’s 
written in stone,” 
he said. “It sounds 
like it will come, 
but with this situ-
ation that’s going 
on now, maybe it 
will be put on the 
back burner.

“The province 
has at least given 
it the green light, 
but the feds haven’t put their stamp 
on it. The feds have a lot of money 
going into this thing, so we’ll have to 
wait and see.”

Morden-Winkler MLA Cameron 
Friesen touted the province’s ability 
to make some key investments in in-
frastructure projects like this despite 
also focusing on the defi cit and get-
ting Manitoba’s fi nances in order.

“This project is in place. We know 
how important it is for our communi-
ties, for us to be able to build the ca-
pacity we need because we are grow-
ing so quickly,” he said. “At this point 
of time, that project has proceeded 
from the provincial adjudication pro-
cess ... it has been ratifi ed, and it now 
has proceeded to the federal govern-

ment treasury board for consider-
ation and approval.

“We’re pleased to see the project 
advancing ... we’re pleased as a prov-
ince to be investing in a regional proj-

ect like this,” he con-
tinued. “We’re not 
there yet, but I think 
that all constituents 
will be encouraged to 
know that the project 
is advancing.”

Friesen acknowl-
edged, however, that 
there are signifi cant 
challenges being 
faced right now in re-
sponse to COVID-19 

that could impact approval of the 
project.

“It’s not excuse making. It’s actually 
more the work that we’re undertak-
ing really on a daily basis right now to 
understand how disruptive this pan-
demic will be in our own operations,” 
he said. “However, one could also 
make the point of saying that pro-
ceeding with infrastructure projects 
will be very, very important when 
we are being told that the economy 
could, as a consequence of this, slow 
down so much.

“All of us ... are right now grappling 
with what it’s going to mean to gov-
ern and to do business as usual in the 
context of a global pandemic.”

“THAT LAST LEG OF 
THE JOURNEY IS STILL 
THERE FOR THE FEDS 
TO DECIDE IT’S A GO.”

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888News or sports tip?
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Producers watching travel bans closely
By Harry Siemens 

The agricultural Twitter world was 
abuzz as the Canada-U.S. border was 
closed to all non-essential travel late 
last month in response to the global 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The ban applied to recreational 
travel rather than commercial traf-
fi c, but producers nonetheless were 
watching closely as events unfolded. 

Nearly $2.7 billion in commercial 
trade crosses the border daily, includ-
ing a great deal of farm crops, equip-
ment, and other necessary products.

When this journalist put the ques-
tion to the #AGTwitter world, the re-
sponses came from right across the 
country.  

Lorne McClinton, a freelance ag-
ricultural journalist in Kingston, 
Ontario, said, “The feds were under 
political pressure to close the U.S. 
border but had to calm the political 
waters without wrecking our econo-
my by disrupting cross-border trade. 

Stopping only non-essential cross-
ings does this. Critical for it to be a 
joint decision and to avoid unilateral 
action.”

Scott Perkin, a small grains and cat-
tle producer from Elgin, Manitoba, 
also stressed that the border did not 
remain closed for agricultural trade 
or other commerce. But dropping de-
mand is the more signifi cant concern,  
he said, as markets hate uncertainty, 
and unfortunately that is in abundant 
supply. 

Paul Van den Borre from Burgess-
ville, Ontario, said commerce is still 
to fl ow, but this probably will add 
confusion and time to agricultural-
related border crossings.

Daryl Devos, a southern Manitoba 
farmer, pointed out that farmers 
need movement north-south more 
than ever, as ocean ports will have in-
termodal problems for months.

Gerry Ritz, former federal agricul-
ture minister, stressed that govern-
ments need to put timeliness on the 

“just in time” deliveries and any hold 
on best before product.

John Kowalchuk Farms noted that 
with essential services like trucking 
across the border still allowed, the 
border’s closure has had a minimal 
effect on the ag industry so far. That 
would change drastically if all move-
ment stopped, but that would be the 
knife in the whole Canadian econo-
my.

Ben Heide of Boissevain, MB point-
ed out that one big concern would be 
the supply of parts and supplies from 
the U.S.  once planting season begins 
from the USA. 

“We can plan for everything but the 
unknown, the solutions to those hur-
dles will likely require creativity and 
patience,” he said.

Ron Krahn from Rivers, MB said 
that ag should be in as good a posi-
tion to carry on as any industry. 

“But we are still reliant on logistics: 
truckers need restaurants and tire 
shops, etc., which are all in danger of 

shutting down.”
Krahn agreed with Jonathon 

Driedger, a grain market analyst with 
LeftField Commodity Research, who 
said the focus on keeping food on 
store shelves should put ag trade in 
an excellent position to remain as un-
interrupted as possible. 

“We can’t rule out seeing that trade 
disrupted as well, but it should be 
one we take great lengths to ensure 
full movement.”

Ken Foster at Arborg, MB, said his 
fear is if farmers get sick, “We don’t 
seed. Take this seriously.”

Meanwhile, Shawn Schil stressed 
agriculture needs to be making a 
common sense list of wants or pro-
posed changes right now. The coro-
navirus fallout is exposing the bottle-
necks and issues, he said.

“The agriculture system could be a 
dynamic national and global power if 
we would quit stepping on its neck, 
and instead empower it.”

Agriculture

Several local municipalities will 
benefi t from the provincial govern-
ment’s commitment to fl ood protec-
tion this spring.

Municipal Relations Minister Ro-
chelle Squires and Infrastructure 
Minister Ron Schuler announced last 
week that Manitoba will be invest-
ing nearly $8 million to more than 
80 communities to aid in enhancing 
fl ood preparations and protections

“Manitobans always rally together 
in challenging times and while we 
are facing unprecedented global cir-
cumstances, our government is help-
ing municipalities take important 
steps to enhance fl ood protection,” 
Squires said.  “Municipalities know 
best what will work for them, and this 
program is designed to help ensure 
protection put in place this year will 
benefi t communities for many years 
to come.”

Under the 2020 Flood Protection 
Program, the province is offering 

one-time funding support to munici-
palities to aid in enhancing munici-
pal capacity for fl ood preparedness, 
equipment costs, and building resil-
iency for future fl oods.  

Initially, the one-time program was 
capped at $3 million, but in light of 
the need for preparation this spring, 
the funding will more than double for 
projects in areas all across Manitoba, 
Squires said. 

Local communities benefi tting in-
clude the City of Morden, which will 
receive just over $132,000 and the 
RMs of Stanley ($64,000), Thompson 
($45,980), Roland ($32,100), Rhineland 
($133,000), Morris ($130,306), Louise 
($34,089), and Dufferin ($148,942).

The money will be used on such 
things as pumps, generators, steam-
ing equipment to unclog frozen cul-
verts, utility trailers, equipment for 
emergency operations centres, sand-
bags, water-fi lled fl ood barriers, traf-
fi c barricades, and other like emer-

gency equipment.
Proposals were reviewed by a panel 

made up of representatives from the 
Association of Manitoba Municipali-
ties (AMM), Winnipeg Metropolitan 
Region, and the Manitoba govern-
ment.  

Evaluation of proposals considered 
factors including fl ood risk, ability of 
the proposal to enhance emergency 
preparedness or resiliency for future 
fl ood events, as well as potential re-
gional benefi ts. 

“The Association of Manitoba Mu-
nicipalities commends the provincial 
government for more than doubling 
its initial commitment to support 
the Spring Flood Preparedness pro-
gram,” said president Ralph Groen-
ing.  “As municipalities cannot fi ght 
fl oods alone, these additional dollars 
further help underscore the impor-
tance of the provincial-municipal 
partnership.”

The province also announced a new 

opportunity for municipalities to set 
aside funding for disaster mitigation 
programs in their communities while 
modernizing the Disaster Financial 
Assistance (DFA) cost-sharing for-
mula.

“We have developed an optional 
program for municipalities to apply 
to set aside funds dedicated to disas-
ter mitigation and increase the resil-
ience of Manitobans against future 
disasters,” said Squires. “If approved, 
municipalities would be able to re-
direct funds destined for payments 
under the provincial/municipal DFA 
cost-sharing formula to disaster miti-
gation and preparedness measures.”

“The existing DFA system is a de-
cade old and needs to be revised,” 
said Schuler.  “As the scale and scope 
of disasters increases, governments 
need to shift their focus to mitigation 
in order to limit the impact of future 
disasters, rather than relying on re-
sponse and recovery.”

Local communities to receive fl ood prep funding
Stanley, Morden among the 80 municipalities receiving part of $8M from province



WORK WANTED
Available to do renos, 
repairs, maintenance, 
painting, siding, roofs, 
fi x-ups. Residential or 
commercial. Call Bill at 
204-362-2645 or leave 
a message at 204-822-
3582.
–––––––––––––––––
Do-it-yourself project 
gone bad? Need help 
to start or fi nish? I can 
help. Call 204-362-
2645 or lve. message at 
204-822-3582.

MISCELLANEOUS
Covid-19. Do you 
need to tell the public 
something right now? 
Guarantee that your 
information is seen.  
The blanket classifi eds 

reach over 400,000 
Manitoba readers 
weekly. For as little as 
$189 + GST, get your 
important messaging 
out! Business changes, 
the need for staff (class 
1 drivers?), items for 
sale in a hurry, cancel-
lations. As people are 
increasingly staying 
home, they will rely on 
this information even 
more to stay informed 
in your area and across 
the province. Keep 
people in the loop. The 
48 weekly community 
newspapers can help. 
Call this newspaper 
now or email classi-
fi ed@mcna.com for de-
tails. MCNA 204-947-
1691. www.mcna.com

HEALTH
Are you suffering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & carti-
lage cell regeneration 
& development. Stone-
wood Elk Ranch Ltd., 
204-467-8884 or e-mail 
stonewoodelkranch@
mymts.net

FEED & SEED
Forage seed for sale: 
organic & conven-
tional: Sweet Clover, 
Alfalfa, Red Clover, 
Smooth Brome, Mead-
ow Brome, Crested 
Wheatgrass, Timothy, 
etc. Free delivery! Birch 
Rose Acres Ltd. 306-
921-9942.

Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

PUBLIC NOTICE

TAX SERVICES

AUCTION

AUCTION
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1) To control noxious weeds on road al-
lowances within the Municipality.  The 
proposed period of application would be 
from May 1, 2020 to October 31, 2020.  
The herbicides to be used could include:

2) To control insect pests including grass-
hoppers, mosquitoes, canker worms, etc. 
The proposed period of application for 
these programs would be from May 1, 
2020 to October 31, 2020.  The insecti-
cides to be used could include:

The public may send written submissions 
or objections within 15 days of the pub-
lication of the notice to the department 
below.

Environmental Approvals Branch
Manitoba Sustainable Development

1007 Century Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3H 0W4

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that 
the Rural Municipality of Stanley may 

conduct the following Pesticide 
Control Programs during 2020:

BizBiz
CardsCards
Call 204-325-6888Call 204-325-6888

ads@winklermordenvoice.caads@winklermordenvoice.ca

FRED MAYOR
 AREA SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CARMAN GRANITE
MONUMENTS, INSCRIPTIONS,

MEMORIAL RESTORATIONS
CEMETERY SERVICE

fmayor@mts.net
Ph. 204.822.3454  Cell 204.362.2064

Amanda Wall
Client & Staff Coordinator
Heavenly Care Agency
Cell: 204-384-5426

Cathy Lone
Operations Manager

Heavenly Care Agency
Cell: 204-822-6371

Morden: 204-822-5522  Carman: 204-745-5078    Morris: 204-745-2282
Toll Free: 1-833-952-9573  Email: info@heavenlycare.ca

www.heavenlycare.ca

Don Boulton
Tax Service & Bookkeeping
103-400 Stephen Street, Morden, MB

(204) 822-5401
(204) 822-6031 Fax
dbmb@mymts.net

Margaret Boulton
Owner

Monday-Thursday 9am - 5:30pm
and Friday-Saturday 10am - 4:00pm

Income 
Tax Filing

 Large Farm Equipment 
Auction for Petkau 

Enterprises, Morden, MB 

WED., APRIL 15 AT 10 AM 
ONLINE  WEBCAST  ONLY  

Please register
 at www.billklassen.com   

click on calender, then click on Petkau 
Enterprises, online bidding on 
right side and request to bid,

 Need help call us prior to auction day. 
Morris Olafson  204 325 2141 

 Vic Wolfe 204 325 2823

Bill Klassen Auctioneers 
204 325 4433 or cell 204 325 6230

Online, timed Auction for 
Rick Cram Farms, 

Morden, MB.

Bill Klassen Auctioneers 
204 325 4433 or cell 204 325 6230

AUCTION IS OPEN FOR BIDDING, 
CLOSES APRIL 27, AT NOON  

TO REGISTER TO BID GO to 
 WWW.BILLKLASSEN.COM click
 on calendar then scroll to the 

Cram Farms Auction on the 
Right, in red it says online bidding 

do this and click on request to bid &
 follow through,  should you have 

problems call us.
 Bill Klassen Auctioneers  

204 325 4433  or cell 204 325 6230, 
Morris Olafson 204 325 2141 

 Vic Wolfe 204 325 2823  
 Owner Rick Cram  204 823 0237

OBITUARY

Eileen (Sis) Schindel (nee Cowan)
1926 – 2020

Eileen Schindel formerly of Windygates, MB passed away 
peacefully with her daughter and granddaughter by her side at 
Tabor Home in Morden, MB on Sunday, March 22, 2020 at 93 years 
of age.

Eileen is survived by daughter, Joan (Tony); son, Rick (Carol); 
her grandchildren, Josie (Richard) Stewart, granddaughter-in-
law, Crystal Mikolasek, her great-grandchildren, Sheralee (Darrell) 
Forsyth, Colton Stewart (Lisa Deng), Ryan (Danielle) Mikolasek, 
Kyle (Jenna) Mikolasek, Brittany Mikolasek (Spencer Johnson) 
and great-great-grandchildren, Jayden and Ty Forsyth, Madelyn 
and Max Mikolasek and several nieces and nephews. Eileen was 
predeceased by husband, Ed Schindel; her parents, Andrew and 

Natalie Cowan as well as all her siblings, Edgar, Harvey, Myra, Dorothy, Leona and their spouses. 
She was also predeceased by grandchildren, Sheri, Kim and Doug Mikolasek.

Private graveside service was held for family members at Hillside Cemetery.
If friends so desire donations may be made in Eileen’s memory to Tabor Home Inc.

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
in care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

HIP/KNEE 
Replacement? 
Other medical 
conditions causing  
TROUBLE WALKING 
or DRESSING? 

The Disability Tax 
Credit allows for 
$2,500 yearly tax 
credit and $20,000 
Lump sum refund. 

Take advantage of 
this offer.  
Apply NOW; quickest 
refund Nationwide! 

Expert Help:  
204-453-5372

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!

50, 000 BATTERIES 
IN STOCK

*Auto *Farm *Marine
*Construction *ATV 
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Phones *Computers
*Solar Systems & design
* Everything Else!

THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St., 

WPG
1-877-775-8271

www.batteryman.ca

2020 Manitoba 
55+ Games

June 16-18, 2020
in Selkirk, Manitoba

CANCELLED
due to COVID-19 risk
For more information 

and updates visit  
AAIM website:

www.
activeagingmb.ca

or phone: 
204-261-9257

or toll-free:
1-855-261-9257

BOOK YOUR BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT

 Call 325-6888 Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

Remember Your Remember Your Loved OnesLoved Ones  
 with an Announcement in the 
Call Today

204-325-6888



Announcements
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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BOOK YOUR ANNOUNCEMENT TODAY
• BIRTHDAYS 
• MARRIAGES
• ANNIVERSARIES
• NOTICES

• OBITUARIES
• IN MEMORIAMS
• ENGAGEMENTS 
• BIRTHS

• THANK YOUS
• GRADUATIONS CALL: 

325-6888

OBITUARY

OBITUARYOBITUARY

Mary Goertzen (nee Derksen)
1924 -2020

Mary Goertzen, age 95 passed away on March 26, 2020 at Salem 
Home.

Mary was born on September 28, 1924 to Isaak and Katharina 
Derksen and lived in Neuendorf, Russia till the age of one. After 
immigrating to Canada, she grew up in southern Manitoba; the 
middle child with eight brothers and fi ve sisters. Mary received 
Jesus as her personal Saviour at the age of 14 and her trust in a 
faithful God has sustained her lifelong. Mary was married to Isaac 
Goertzen for almost 60 years and together they farmed in Reinfeld, 
working hard and raising their family. They retired to Winkler, and 
after the death of her husband in 2009, she continued to reside in 
her own house until the age of 94. She was a gentle woman who 

touched the world with beauty.
She was loved and will be dearly missed by her family: John, Linda and Don Hiebert, Marie, 

Erna and Albert Heide, Edwin, Leonard, Frieda and Rick Wall, Mandy and Mike Slobodian, Jake 
and Alyssa Knelsen and Jeff as well as 15 grandchildren and 27 great-grandchildren. She will also 
be missed by two sisters, seven sisters-in-law and three brothers-in-law. She was predeceased 
by her husband, Isaac, Angela Knelsen, Jody Goertzen and John Goertzen.

The family is thankful for the loving care mom received from staff at Home Care, BTHC, Buhler 
Villages West and Salem Home. Thank you for those of you who brought joy to mom through your 
visits. Thank you to Wiebe Funeral Home for arrangements.

Interment at Reinfeld Cemetery.

Leonard Jake Janzen
1962 - 2020

Len went to be with his Lord Jesus early Monday morning on 
March 16th, 2020 at the Brandon Hospital.

Len was born on February 22nd, 1962 to David and Tina Janzen 
in Altona, Manitoba where he grew up with his three older siblings 
Ernie, Esther and Marlene in Rosetown, Manitoba. Len accepted 
Jesus Christ into his heart as his Lord and Saviour on October 
17th, 1977. Len later got baptized in water at the age of 21.

Growing up in Rosetown, Len enjoyed helping out on the farm, 
dirt biking with his cousin Alan and being with his friends and 
siblings. He loved listening to Toronto Maple Leaf games with his 
dad on the radio before they got a TV. Len also created and built 
wishing wells, glider swings and custom orders and then sold 

them through the newspaper with the help of his mom! Len loved being an entrepreneur from a 
very young age and he loved woodworking. At 14, Len moved to Altona with his parents to attend 
high school at WC Miller Collegiate. This is where Len continued his education in woodworking 
skills and took the schools building construction program where he built RTM homes for his 
high school diploma where he graduated with honours. At 17, Len met the love of his life, Pat 
Thiessen on August 19th, 1979 in Winkler, Manitoba. They were united in marriage on May 23rd, 
1981 at the Winkler Bergthaler Mennonite Church. Together they were blessed with two children, 
Scott and Candace. They lived in Winkler, Manitoba from 1981 until 2018 when they moved 
to their cabin at Pelican Lake near Killarney, Manitoba. In 1986 at the age of 24, Len and Pat 
purchased Precision Cabinet Doors in Winkler where they owned and operated the business 
for 32 years. In 2011, Len and Pat purchased a cabin on Pelican Lake where they loved to go 
to rest and relax on the weekends with their family and friends. This was there paradise and 
home away from home where they eventually moved to in 2018! While Len was driving to work 
on March 16th, 2018 listening to 95.1fm, the radio announcer said, “something good is going 
to happen today on this John 3:16 day!” Prayers were answered this John 3:16 day as Len and 
Pat confi rmed the sale of the business. Len loved his family dearly, especially by spending good 
quality time with them at the lake! This is where they made the cabin there own by customizing 
everything on the property to what they loved. Len loved watching Winnipeg Jets games on TV 
and being outside in the sun on the pontoon on the lake, on the deck, while working on a project 
or with his beautiful wife down on the beaches in Mexico over the winter seasons! Len also loved 
hockey, golf and baseball. He played hockey and baseball in his teenage and young adult years. 
He began golfi ng in his early 20s up until this last winter, where he played his last round at the 
Arizona Golf Resort with Pat! If you were in Winkler during Len’s 20s, 30s and 40s you’d most 
likely see Len at the golf course. He’d meet his friends there almost every weekday morning for 
coffee at 10 a.m. and golf at least once or twice a week including men’s night every Wednesday 
evening. His favourite year of golfi ng was in 2008 where he and his son, Scott played together 
in men’s league! Len loved coaching and cheering Candace and Scott on as they played hockey 
and baseball. He always stood along the boards in the rink encouraging every move they made. 
Len also loved going to Winkler Flyers games from his 20s until his late 40s when he spent seven 
years as the team president. Len and Pat also billeted hockey players in their home during this 
time and loved them as part of the family. Len was a very lovable man with integrity written all 
over him. His unconditional love for people was obvious to everyone he met. He was the anchor 
in his family and father and friend to many. His love for Jesus Christ carried him throughout his 
life, his favourite verse was John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he went his one and 
only son that who so ever believes in him shall not perish but have everlasting life.” Len is now 
rejoicing in heaven with those he loved who had journeyed before him including his parents and 
mother-in-law.

Len is survived by his loving wife of 38 years, Pat; his son, Scott and wife, Hayley; his daughter, 
Candace and her partner, David; his brother, Ernie; sister, Esther and Ernie; sister, Marlene and 
Gordon and each of their families; Pat’s father, Abe as well as Pat’s siblings and their families and 
many many friends!

Thank you everyone who had any kind of role in Len’s life. He loved and cherished you very 
much! God bless each and every one of you!

Flowers are gratefully declined and any donations in memory of Len please forward to: Brandon 
Women’s Adult & Teen Challenge Site 325, Box 24 RR3 Brandon, Manitoba (204) 729-0870 
brandon@teenchallenge.com Thank you so much, The Family

Cornelius (Neil) Hiebert
1936 - 2020

On Thursday, March 26, 2020 at 6:00 a.m. at Boundary Trails 
Health Centre, Neil Hiebert, age 84, went to his eternal rest.

He was predeceased by one son, his parents, one sister and fi ve 
brothers. He leaves to mourn his wife of 61 years, Dorothy; three 
daughters Barb (Harv) Unrau, Shelly Jones, Bev (Rick) Wiebe; 
six grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren, granddaughter, 
Andrea (Dave) Wiebe, their son, Zander; grandson, Ed (Terra) 
Friesen, their children, Ethan and Katie; granddaughter, Donna 
(Ryan) Verbrugge, their children, Angela and Josh; grandsons, 
Mike Unrau and Patrick Wiebe, and granddaughter, Shannon 
(Roblyn) Ager, their children, Kiptyn, Paisley, and Easton. He is 
survived by two sisters and one brother.

Neil was born on March 20, 1936 to Frank and Margaret Hiebert of Reinfeld, MB. He grew up in
Reinfeld with seven brothers and three sisters. Neil accepted the Lord Jesus Christ into his 

heart at a very young age. He was baptized upon the confession of his faith on May 28, 1958 
in the Winkler Bergthaler Mennonite Church. Neil was a kind, generous, giving man to anyone. 
He met the love of his life, Dorothy at the coffee shop where she worked. They were married on 
August 24, 1958 and started their married life farming in Graysville, Manitoba. They were blessed 
with four children. After 10 years of farming, the family moved to Winkler. During their time in 
Winkler, Neil worked on the pipeline, owned Valley Transport Hauling Triple E Trailers, owned a 
car wash and was fi rst responder for the Winkler Fire and Ambulance. For a time, he worked for 
Arnold Brothers as a long-distance truck driver, fi xed golf carts and lastly, his greatest passion 
was becoming a pilot and fl ying spray plane for Arty’s Air. He was always willing to help anyone 
who needed it. As a family, we served with Mennonite Disaster Service. Together with mom, dad 
helped build homes in Mexico for Harvest Field Ministry. Together, they served with Harvest Field 
Ministry for eight years. Neil had so many passions. Neil loved his family. Anytime he could spend 
with them, especially his great-grandchildren, gave him great pleasure. He was the rock of the 
family and a mentor to all of us. Neil’s faith in the Lord was very strong right until he went to his 
eternal rest. He was asking to go home to the Lord.

Private funeral service was held at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, March 29, 2020 at the Winkler 
Bergthaler Mennonite Church with interment at Westridge Memorial Gardens.

As a family, we would like to thank Dr. Lane and the nursing staff at Boundary Trails Health 
Centre, as well as the many specialists and nurses at the St. Boniface Hospital for the great care 
they gave to Neil.

In lieu of fl owers, donations may be made in Neil’s memory to The Bunker in Winkler.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Trailers, Truckbeds
& Tires

KALDECK TRUCK  
& TRAILER INC.

Hwy #1, MacGregor, MB

1-888-685-3127
www.kaldecktrailers.com

DO IT NOW!  
Email us your 

measurements 
and a sketch of 
your kitchen.  

We will re-design 
a new one for 
you at no cost 

and without you 
leaving your

home. 

office@fehrscabinets.com
204-746-2223

Integrity Post 
Frame Buildings  

SINCE 2008 

Built with  
Concrete Posts 

Barns, Shops,  
Riding Arenas,  
Machine Sheds 

and More
Craig.c@

Integritybuilt.com
1-204-596-8620 

www. 
integritybuilt.com 

AURORA
1648 SqFt  

RTM  
Showhome  

For Sale
3 Bedrooms (ensuite), 
Maple Kitchen, Quartz 
Countertops, Walk-in 
Pantry, Island.  James 
Hardie Siding, Huron 
Tripane Windows. 

Pictures available 
www.

giesbrechthomes.ca 

or phone  
204-346-3231



SCOTT CHUCK JODY
WAYNE

GREG

WWW.SOUTHLANDHONDA.COM
honda.ca

HONDA

WAYNE CHUCK BILL JODY MARIA

Permit #9725

690 MEMORIAL DRIVE 
W W W . H O M E T O W N F O R D . C A

Permit No. 1162ermit No 1162

2015 C-MAX 
SEL 
HYBRID 

18U101 

19U067 19U067 

Bob Derksen Brian Derksen Konrad Friesen John Friesen Josh Watkins

2016 LINCOLN 
MKX AWD 

2016 F-350 
LARIAT 4X4 

2016 FUSION SE 

20U037 

19U175 

58,000 KM

ULTIMA SOUND  $31,900

 $18,500

 $14,900

 $45,900

Great Selection of Pre-Owned Vehicles
**Here’s a small sampling**
2013 Used Honda Pilot EX

STOCK #134491
CURRENT MILEAGE

162,000 KM

2014 Used Honda CR-V EX

STOCK #140782
CURRENT MILEAGE

187,000 KM

2016 Used Honda HR-V EX-L Navi
STOCK #R65175

CURRENT MILEAGE
91,500 KM

2019 Used Honda Ridgeline Sport
STOCK #191080

CURRENT MILEAGE
26,500 KM

ONE OWNER,
LOCAL VEHICLE $17,988

,

ONE OWNER, 
LOCAL VEHICLE,

NO DAMAGE RECORDS Call for Price

Call for Price
LOCAL OWNER,

LEATHER INTERIOR,
NAVIGATION, COMMAND START

LOCALLY OWNED, 3.5L, 6 CYL $37,488

WE DELIVER!
Want to take a vehicle for a 

test drive? We will deliver the 
vehicle of your choice to you!

GIVE US A 
CALL OR TEXT!

Permit #2816

W W W . J A N Z E N C H E V R O L E T. C A

HENRY 
BLATZ

204-362-0730

ERIC 
THIESSEN

204-332-0423

KEVIN 
TALBOT

204-242-0345

ROBERTO 
KORT

204-362-8107

SHIRLEY 
JANZEN

204-325-9511
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