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The Selo Ukrainian Dancers offered a lively, colourful display Saturday as part of the We Are The World concert Saturday at St. Paul’s United 
Church in Morden. See the story on Pg. 3 of this week’s Voice.
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Winkler chamber hands out honours

By Lorne Stelmach

As much as the evening honoured 
the fi ve recipients of the 2018 P.W 
Enns Business Awards Thursday, it 
was also the community itself that 
shared the spotlight.

The annual gala of the Winkler and 
District Chamber of Commerce saw 
all of the award winners offer their 
thanks and praise for the community 
in making it all possible for them.

“This career is extremely rewarding, 
and this community has been fantas-
tic to us,” said Dr. Jacqueline Enns of 
the Winkler Veterinary Clinic, which 
received the business excellence 
award.

The other honours included the 
business builder award for Heat Inno-
vations Inc., customer service award 
for Other Brother Roasters, not for 
profi t award for the Winkler Day Care 
Centre and community builder award 
for the Central Station Community 
Centre.

The Winkler Vet Clinic continues to 
grow and expand what it can offer in 
terms of services and procedures, and 
Enns gave credit to her three partners 
as well as their staff and families.

“It is certainly a team effort. Every-
thing we do is all about team, and 
for us, a huge part of that team is the 
caregiver,” said Enns. “For me, I feel 
every day like I am partnering with 
my clients, who over the years have 
truly become my best friends.”

Accepting the community builder 
award, Central Station Community 
Centre executive director Bev Wiebe 
said it was meaningful for them to 
know their work in the community is 
valued.

“At Central Station, we want to serve 
and love on our community, putting 

people at the heart of everything that 
we do,” she said.

Wiebe called it a privilege to be part 
of such a great community was grate-
ful for the hundreds of volunteers 
who are involved.

“It is exciting to be part of an organi-
zation that gives a voice to the voice-
less and dignity, respect and hope to 
those who are disadvantaged,” she 
said. “We want to continue working 
in collaboration with the many sup-
portive agencies in our community 
to advocate for changes and improve 
quality of life.”

Giving thanks for the business 
builder award, Heat Innovations op-
erations manager Colton Wall shared 
the honour with everyone from presi-
dent Ryan Wall for his leadership to 
all of their staff, adding that “each and 
every one of them is valued and cru-

cial to our opera-
tions.

“To us, this 
award shows that 
our company has 
made an impact 
in our communi-
ty. Through many 
obstacles, we 
have grown, ma-
tured and rose to 
new heights,” said 

Wall. “I can’t think of a better commu-
nity or place to do  this than Winkler ... 
we look forward to continued growth.”

“It’s reassuring to know that we are 
providing a valuable 
service for those in the 
Winkler community 
and surrounding area,” 
said Winkler Day Care 
Centre director Lenora 
Fassett in receiving the 
not for profi t award.

“There are many peo-
ple who have had a part 
in making the Winkler 
Day Care Centre the 
successful facility it 
is,” she stressed, citing 
all those including the 
board of directors and 
the front line staff who 
“provide the children a 
safe and loving place for 
them to grow, learn and have fun.

“We are so fortunate to have long 
time staff at our centre. They bring 
a wealth of experience, knowledge 
and wisdom to our daily program,” 
said Fassett, who also gave “thanks 
to all the families past and present 
who have entrusted us with the care 
of their children and supported our 
centre.”

Receiving the customer service 

award, Other Brother Roasters owner 
Erin Plett noted the important role 
they can play as a small batch coffee 
roasting company with a focus on di-

rect trade.
“Direct trade is so 

vital for all of the cof-
fee farmers as it allows 
fair working wage, and 
those farmers work very, 
very hard ... so we want 
to make sure that we 
are specifi cally sourcing 
that kind of coffee,” she 
said.

Plett said the award 
was encouragement for 
them to keep moving 
forward, and she was 
particularly honoured 
to receive recognition 
for customer service.

“It is surprising how 
sharing a simple cup of coffee can 
connect people ... coffee is such a 
personal and social product, and it is 
used in so many different situations 
in life,” she observed. 

“Caring about people is what the 
core value of Other Brothers is ... it’s 
the heartbeat of the company ... from 
those who grow the coffee all over the 
world to those who buy our roasted 
coffee.”

PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Receiving the 2018 P.W. Enns Business Awards were Ladawn Neufeld and Lenora Fassett of the Winkler Day 
Care Centre, Dr. Jacqueline Enns of the Winkler Veterinary Clinic, Erin Plett of Other Brother Roasters, Bev 
Wiebe and Krista Rempel of Central Station Community Centre and Ryan, Colton and Braeden Wall of Heat 
Innovations. 

Award recipients 
give thanks to 
the community
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COME SEE US FOR ALL YOUR FRAMING NEEDS!

Mordenite fi nds her passion 
with Ukrainian dance
By Lorne Stelmach

Amber Bezte’s passion for dance be-
gan with ballet when she was a child.

It all changed for Bezte though when 
a member of their church invited her 
family to a Ukrainian dancing recital.

“My brothers actually were really in-
terested in it ... they were going to join 
... I just decided to join too,” recalled 
Bezte, who was called Morden home 
now for the last fi ve years.

She now has nine years under her 
belt as a member of the Selo Ukrai-
nian Dancers, who performed as part 
of the We Are The World concert of 
the St. Paul’s United Church Choir in 
Morden this past Saturday.

Ukrainian dancing offered Bezte a 
change from ballet with dancing that 
was energetic and fast-paced.

“It was really exciting ... the Ukrai-
nian dancing was just amazing to 
watch,” she recalled.

“The boys do crazy jumps, crazy 

tricks, and the girls are doing all this 
spinning ... I was nine or ten at the 
time, and I was just in awe of it and 
was thinking ‘wow, I wish I could do 
that’.”

The Selo Ukrainian Dancers began 
just over 30 years ago when Lorraine 
Boitson set out to provide her young 
family and others with a Ukrainian 
cultural experience through the me-
dium of dance. 

Starting with an initial group of 
only nine dancers, the group that was 
known as the Anola Ukrainian Danc-
ers eventually changed the name to 
Selo - the Ukrainian word for village, 
which couldn’t be more perfect for a 
group that had its humble beginnings 
in the village of Anola.

The group continues to thrive with 
around 100 young performers overall, 
covering a wide age range from per-
haps fi ve up to 20. Bezte is with the 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Amber Bezte in performance with the Selo Ukrainian Dancers at a 
recent competition in Brandon.

PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
The We Are The World concert Saturday in Morden featured not only 
the Selo Ukrainian Dancers but a performance by the St. Paul’s United 
Church choir.

Continued on page 7
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Wood Ducks on the hunt 
for spring real estate
By Paul Goossen, 
Discovery Nature Sanctuary

Have you ever walked through a 
wooded area in spring and been sur-
prised to see a pair of ducks standing 
on a large branch of a tall tree? A clos-
er look tells you they are Wood Ducks 
on the hunt for a piece of spring real 
estate. 

Wood Duck pairs like to search for 
tree cavities in the morning. Usually 
the cavity occurs where a large limb 
has broken off  the main trunk. 

Landing on a branch and with the 
male nearby, the female cranes her 
neck, looking for an opening, pref-
erably about seven metres off the 
ground. 

Finding one, she visits the site and 
checks its suitability. There is a good 
chance she will be back next year, so 
it better be comfortable! 

Once it passes inspection, she settles 
down to laying and incubating her 

eggs. The average clutch size is about 
a dozen eggs. Returning from a break, 
the hen may fi nd she has an addi-
tional egg in her nest, and over time 
her clutch seems to grow in number. 
On the extreme side, the clutch might 
even reach over 40 eggs. Wood Duck 
hens like to leave the incubation of 
their eggs to others, so they sneak into 
the nests of neighbouring Wood Duck 
hens and add their eggs to those al-
ready in the nest.

After about 30 days the young hatch 
with a full downy coat and within a 
day are ready to explore the world. 

Their mother calls encouragingly 
from the ground or a nearby branch 
and one after another the fl uffy duck-
lings jump safely to the ground. Af-
ter the last duckling lands, the single 
parent family marches off to the near-
est water hole to fi nd safety and food. 

Initially, the ducklings feed mostly 
on tiny water insects. Later their diet 
broadens to include plants with a 

fondness for acorns.
You can help this duck by setting up 

a nest box near a wooded stream or 
pond. With habitat loss, it is impor-
tant that landowners protect forested 
creeks and wetlands to provide habi-
tat for Wood Ducks and other wild-
life. 

If you have never seen a Wood Duck, 
visit the Discovery Nature Sanctuary 

in Winkler and look for them along 
the wooded creek. 

Conservation organizations around the 
world are marking 2018 as the Year of the 
Bird in recognition of the centennial of the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Check out this 
column each month for a snapshot of the 
diversity of our local feathered friends.

 PHOTO BY MIKE FISHER
The male Wood Duck is the most colourful duck in North America.

•  YEAR OF THE BIRD
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Famed Olympian offers perspective

By Lorne Stelmach

Regarded as one of the best female 
hockey players in the world, Hayley 
Wickenheiser came to Winkler last 
week with a message to inspire.

The decorated Olympian who led 
Canada to four gold and one silver 
medal did talk about things like per-
severance, but she also addressed 
perspective, especially in the wake 
of the tragic accident involving the 
Humboldt Broncos junior team.

“I think it hit us all very hard,” Wick-
enheiser said in opening her key-
note address at the P.W. Enns Busi-
ness Awards gala of the Winkler and 
District Chamber of Commerce last 
Thursday.

Having grown up in Saskatchewan, 
Wickenheiser noted she has had a 
number of connections to the team 
over the years, and 
she noted how closely 
connected everyone 
really is when it comes 
to our game.

“It is a national trag-
edy. I do feel that way 
...  I hope I’ll never 
have to experience the 
grief and the sorrow 
like that ever again 
in my life,” she said, 
noting she spent the  
better part of 10 days 
there with victims and 
families. 

“But out of that, what 
I did see was also the 
best of humanity,” she added. “That’s 
the great thing about sport is that it 
unites us all and it brings us together, 
even when tragedies like this hap-
pen.”

Wickenheiser has had a storied ca-
reer including not only Olympic med-
als but being named most valuable 
player in both 2002 and 2006 as well 
as serving as fl ag bearer for the Cana-
dian Olympic team in 2014.  

Off the ice, her achievements range 
from being Sports Illustrated number 
20 of 25 toughest athletes in the world 
to multiple times among the Globe 
and Mail’s Power 50 infl uencers in 

sport to also being one of QMI Agen-
cy’s top 10 greatest female athletes in 
the history of sports. 

She addressed the pressure that 
comes with something as high profi le 
as being part of the Olympic experi-
ence.

“We live in relative anonymity for 
about three and a half out of four 
years,” she noted. “Our expectation 
is that of performance on demand ... 
when you go to the Olympic games, 
you don’t really get a chance to do it 
over again. You get one chance, and 
you have to shine, or that’s it.”

A key to handling 
it all is learning 
how to live with 
and how to handle 
the expectations, 
said Wickenheiser, 
who also ad-
dressed the idea of 
failure.

She recalled her 
fi rst experience 
of failure with the 
Olympics in 1998 
in Japan when they 
lost the gold medal 
to United States. 
Amidst the ‘Olym-

pic depression’ that followed, her 
coach at the time gave her a quote that 
she has since carried with her.

“The gold medal is a wonderful 
thing, but if you’re not enough with-
out it, you’ll never be enough with it,” 
she said.

“It was a really good lesson to learn 
... for the next four consecutive Olym-
pics, we went on to win gold medals,” 
said Wickenheiser. 

“Sometimes you need to hit that fail-
ure mark to really realize what it is we 
need to do to actually have success,” 
she continued, adding as well that 
“sometimes in life, we need little dos-
es of perspective when we get a little 

caught up in what we do ... it’s just a 
silly game at the end of the day.”

Addressing the level of commitment 
needed, Wickenheiser touched on the 
heavy intensive training that was in-
volved including the boot camp where 
the team was tasked with a gruelling 
bike ride to the top of Apex Mountain 
at Penticton, B.C.

Then only a few months before the 
2014 games, the team suddenly need-
ed a new coach, who turned out to be 
recently fi red NHL bench boss Kevin 
Dineen, and Wickenheiser refl ected 
on the lessons learned.

“We talked a lot about leadership, 
and Kevin always talked about your 
role ... no matter what your role is, 
you’re going to have to accept it and 
you’re going to have to blossom,” she 
said, noting how that came into play 
when they came from behind late in 
the gold medal fi nal to beat the Unit-
ed States in overtime.  “This was our 
Apex Mountain.”

Wickenheiser fi nally touched on a 
few life principles she has come to be-
lieve including that you need to “con-

trol what you can and be able to let go 
of what you can’t.

“The second thing is the ability to be 
able to reinvent yourself ... if you’re 
not willing to adapt and change, then 
you’re going to get left behind,” she 
said. “The last thing would be deal-
ing with pressure ... on the national 
team, we always looked at pressure as 
a privilege.”

She concluded with a short video 
that was the result when she was 
asked to write the story of her life in 
hockey, and it reads in part:

“Dear hockey ... you have been my 
heart and my soul ... my blood and 
my tears ... you were my true fi rst love 
... you gave me the greatest gift any-
one could ask for ... true freedom ... 
you gave me both joy and pain, but I 
wouldn’t have it any other way,” she 
stated. “Dear hockey ... you gave me 
everything I have in my life ... I’ll 
spend the rest of my life giving what I 
can back to you ... I can only hope that 
those who follow will get to experi-
ence the love for you like I did.

“Dear hockey ... thank you.”

PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Hayley Wickenheiser took time for photographs and autographs 
following her Winkler address, in which she touched on such ideas 
as how “sometimes you need to hit that failure mark to really realize 
what it is we need to do to actually have success.”

Wickenheiser 
touches on 
Humboldt tragedy 
as part of Winkler 
address

“WHAT I DID SEE 
WAS ALSO THE BEST 
OF HUMANITY ... 
THAT’S THE GREAT 
THING ABOUT SPORT 
IS THAT IT UNITES US 
ALL AND IT BRINGS 
US TOGETHER.”
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T
hwipthwipthwip-
thwipthwip…that 
sound you hear is 
a helicopter parent 
hovering nearby. 

Like anxious hummingbirds agilely 
buzzing around their precious gold-
en child, the helicopter parent is the 
bane on a new generation of youth 
that might never have the strength 
and desire to bust out of their co-
coons and into the world.

What is helicopter parenting, you 
ask?

Simply put, it is 
the phenomena of 
one or more par-
ents who seek to 
spend every nano-
second of every 
millisecond of ev-
ery second with or 
around their child 
for the purpose 
of ensuring maxi-
mum safety, love and enrichment.

In reality, according to a recent Ma-
clean’s magazine article, “Research 
has also shown that helicopter par-
enting can lead to issues for children 
like anxiety, entitlement, and poor 
coping skills.”

People are already whining and 
winging about Millennials. I can’t 
even imagine what the next genera-
tion might be called—maybe the Co-
coon Generation?

At the risk of sounding like “when 
I was young EVERYTHING was bet-

ter,” I need to talk a little about a dif-
ferent style of parenting.

From as young as I can remember, 
as soon as summer or the weekend 
happened I was up with the sun and 
out the door.

“Where are you going?” Mum would 
ask.

“Out with friends” or “Biking” or “To 
the Dead End,” would be the answer. 

“Well, try to be back for supper.”
“Okay”
That was it. I was gone. She had no 

idea where. The basics had been laid 
out already: Don’t stick anything in 
the electrical socket or you’ll DIE. 
Look both ways before you cross 
the road or you’ll DIE. Don’t talk to 
strangers they might want to KILL 
you. 

The world could kill you or at least 
seriously maim you. This was the 
basic understanding we were given 
with the follow-up advice of “don’t be 
stupid.”

And so, armed with this sage wis-
dom and equipped with an appropri-
ate amount of fear, we would venture 
into the world to see what else might 
kill or seriously maim us as though 
we were recently trapped scientists 
probing the boundaries of new con-
dition.

This looked like me walking out of 
the house on a sunny summer day 
with a fl ashlight and rubber boots.

“What are you doing?” a suspicious 
Mum would ask.

“We’re going to explore the storm 
drains.” (True story.)

“Okay … be careful and try to be 
back by dinner.”

I’ll admit, maaaaybe Mum could 
have hovered a tiny bit but, frankly, I 
am glad she didn’t.

Once, when I was four, I remember 
running ahead of my mum down a 
path through some trees and hearing 
her say, “Don’t run or you will fall and 
get hurt.” 

I ignored her. I fell. I got fi ve stitches 
in my hand. 

But I’m glad she didn’t just carry me 
or force me to stop running. I learned 
something valuable: listen to your 
mum; she knows things. Mum knew 
I wouldn’t die, she knew the risk was 
worth the lesson.

Look, there’s nothing wrong with 
being a worried parent. Heck, con-
trary to how it sounds, Mum was 
always a huge worrier, and I in turn 
probably worry too much about my 
kids. But worry doesn’t have to trans-
late to hovering over them every sec-
ond of the day.

Part of the human experience is to 
learn. We learn in many ways and ad-
versity and pain are two legitimate 
ones. 

I don’t think helicopter parenting 
is as much of an issue for farm folk 
compared to urbanites. 

“Don’t play in the fi eld during har-
vest ... don’t climb in the combine ... 
stay out of the bull pen.”

After all, you have to have a certain 
privilege to be able to spend every 
waking moment within two feet of 
your over-padded, precious little 
eggs. The kind of privilege that allows 
one or both parents the fl exibility and 
spare time others do not have.

Free range vs. helicopter parenting

getheardtheardttEDITORIAL  >  VIEWPOINTS >  LETTERS

By Peter 
Cantelon

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

The Winkler Morden Voice is published 
Thursdays and distributed as a free publica-
tion through Canada Post to 15,350 homes 
by BigandColourful Printing and Publishing. 

The newspaper is supported solely by ad-
vertising dollars. If you enjoy the paper and 
would like to see it grow and prosper, visit 
any of the advertisers and businesses in our 
rural communities. Keep your dollars work-
ing at home and shop local.

Notices, classifi eds, and advertisements 
can be purchased by calling 204-325-6888 or 
e-mailing ads@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Our editorial staff is available in Winkler at 
204-332-3456, in Morden at 204-823-2655, or 
via e-mail at news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Our commitment to you: we want to help 
build stronger communities through ar-
ticles that both inform and entertain you 
about what’s going on throughout the 
Pembina Valley. This is your community 
newspaper—let us know what you want to 
see in it.

Printed in Canada by Prolifi c Printing. Re-
publishing without permission is strictly 
prohibited.

Find us online at winklermordenvoice.ca.

PUBLISHER
Rick Reimer

COLUMNIST
Peter Cantelon

AGRICULTURE REPORTER
Harry Siemens

EDITOR
Ashleigh Viveiros

REPORTER
Lorne Stelmach

 >  Get in touch with us 
General inquiries: 325-6888

News tips: 332-3456, 823-2655

Winkler Morden Voice
Box 185, Winkler, MB, R6W 4A5

ADMINISTRATION
Lana Meier

PRODUCTION
Tara Gionet

PRODUCTION
Nicole Kapusta

The Voice welcomes letters 
from readers on local and re-
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Letter policy Corrections
The April 12 article Morden Chamber ends 

year with surplus incorrectly listed the new 
general board members for this year. They 
are in fact Reg Braun, Jared Hildebrand, 
Charlene Friesen and Grant Nicholson in 
addition Michelle Sawatzky as board chair, 
Ron Funk as vice chair and Chad Sheldon 
as treasurer.

The April 19 article Minnewasta camping 
reservations online incorrectly stated the 
number of camping sites with there in fact 
being 166 sites. As well, to clarify, the web-
site where people can reserve their sites on-
line is mordenmb.maxgalaxycanada.net.
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more senior group of dancers which 
includes perhaps ages from Grade 8 
to second year university.

Balancing it all now with her stud-
ies, Bezte said a lot of time and work 
is involved with the group practicing 
every Tuesday.

“All of our dances are choreo-
graphed, and they are all from tra-
ditional regions of the Ukraine with 
the traditional costumes and every-
thing,” said Bezte.

“Our group, being the senior group, 
we practice for two and a half hours 
... and then once we get closer to per-
formance times ... we’ve been prac-
ticing on Sundays as well for three 
hours,” she noted.

“Our busiest time for performances 
is defi nitely in the summer. There are 
a lot of dance competitions, but we 
only go to one a year,” said Bezte, not-
ing that came just the previous week-
end in Brandon. “We also do a lot of 
performances ... the Christmas sea-
son usually is busy ... then we have 
our year-end recital in May.”

Bezte was uncertain how much 
longer she would continue with the 

group, but she said she has been drawn back because it 
very much became a passion for her 

“It’s the people mostly. We’ve become like a family now,” 
said Bezte, noting it is the fellow dancers which have 

 >  UKRAINIAN DANCE, FROM PG. 3

Charge laid, drugs seized in Winkler
Winkler police were backed up by 

the regional tactical support team 
Saturday when they executed a drug-
related search warrant at a residence 
on Main Street South.

The search resulted in the seizure of 
an amount of marihuana and shatter, 
say police.

A 17 year old male was arrested for 
possession of marihuana, and this in-
vestigation is ongoing.

Other items of interest from the 
weekly police reports include: 

• Winkler police were called April 
11 about a domestic assault at a 3rd 
Street South home. A woman told of-
fi cers her husband assaulted her and 
left the scene. Police later located and 
charged the 53 year old male for as-
sault.

• Morden police got a call April 19 
from a resident concerned about a 
suspicious group of youths running 
from a local business. Offi cers located 
six youths between the ages of 15 and 
17 years of age and learned they had 
entered the business but had only 
moved some property around.  

While dealing with the youths, how-
ever, police also found some drug 
paraphernalia on one of them and 
discovered another had been report-
ed missing to the RCMP.  The youth 
was subsequently turned over to the 
RCMP and police relinquished the 
drug paraphernalia for destruction.  

All youths were turned over to par-
ents with warnings.

• Winkler police received a com-
plaint April 13 of past assaults from a 
woman saying her husband assaulted 
her multiple times over the last sev-
eral years including many while she 
was pregnant. She also believed she 
lost her unborn baby due to the as-
saults. Police arrested the 31 year old 
man on seven charges of assault and 
forcible confi nement. 

• Morden police received a report 
April 16 that some vehicles had been 
rummaged through overnight in the 
400 block of 5th street.  Stolen was 
some loose change and sunglasses, 
but nothing else appeared damaged 
or missing.  People are once again re-
minded to lock their doors at all times. 

• A complaint of fraud was made to 
Winkler police April 14 from a man 
saying someone had booked fl ights 
using his credit card totaling $3,800. 
Police advised the male to report the 
fraud to his credit card company and 
to have the credit card cancelled.

• Morden police responded to a 911 
call April 17 to a residence in Morden 
on an unrelated matter.   While speak-
ing with the caller, offi cers observed 
obvious signs of intoxication and 
knew the individual to be on court 
orders not to consume alcohol follow-
ing an incident in December of 2017 
where the accused was charged  for 

aggravated Assault and assault with 
a weapon.  The accused was charged 
for breaching his court conditions and 
remanded into custody. 

• Winkler police received a report 
of fraud April 16 from a 74 year old 
woman who received a phone call 
April 13 from an individual posing as 
her son-in-law. 

The caller stated he was in an ac-
cident, and if he paid for the dam-
ages he would not be charged. The 
fraudster also stated the complainant 
would receive a phone call from his 
attorney. The complainant then re-
ceived a phone call from an individual 
posing as an attorney who provided a 
CIBC account number and stated that 
if she paid $4,951 to that account, her 
son-in-law would be free to go. 

The complainant made the payment, 
called her son-in-law the next day 
and learned he had not been in an ac-
cident. The woman notifi ed her bank, 
which is continuing the investigation.

• Morden police received a report 
April 19 of a theft from a motor vehi-
cle on Conner Hill Drive.  The victim 
reported that their vehicle had been 
entered overnight and a purse was 
stolen.  The wallet was recovered later 
in a fi eld. 

• An Albert Street resident reported 
an attempted break and enter into the 
attached garage of the home April 
18. She heard voices in the backyard 

and then heard someone attempting 
to force the door open. Police did not 
fi nd any evidence and patrolled the 
area but did not observe anything 
suspicious.

• Winkler police received a report 
April 19 from a man who received a 
message via Facebook advising him 
his phone had been hacked and inap-
propriate pictures of himself would 
be posted on Facebook if he didn’t 
pay $800 to the suspect. The victim 
was advised it was unlikely his phone 
was compromised, however as a pre-
caution he should delete his social 
media accounts.

• Winkler police received a report 
April 21 of assault outside a Main 
Street South home involving a female 
and two men who assaulted her ex-
common-law husband. They fl ed the 
property, but the 21 year old female, 
a resident of Grunthal, was later lo-
cated in another jurisdiction and ar-
rested for assault and remanded into 
custody.

• Winkler police were called April 22 
to a 4th Street South home regarding 
a possible domestic dispute. Police 
spoke with a man who stated he and 
his girlfriend were arguing but no as-
sault had taken place, and she backed 
that up. Police then learned however 
he had been under an order not to be 
in contact with the her and arrested 
the 25 year old man.

Register and collect pledges online at
alzheimer.mb.ca/wfa2018 

or call 204-268-4752

Pave the 
Way.

WALK WITH 
US!Join us this May and June! 

drawn her back each year now.
Uncertain what lies ahead for her, she however said she 

would like to stay involved in dance in some way.
“I would love to keep dancing. I love dancing. It’s basi-

cally my life.”
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Raffl e supporting capital projects

A fundraiser helped the Pembina 
Valley Pregnancy Care Centre move 
closer to its target for its capital proj-
ects.

The Beef for the Build raffl e raised 
over $2,500 and helps the centre to-
wards the $90,000 capital goal.

“We are really happy with the re-
sults of the raffl e,” said executive di-
rector Linda Marek, noting the prizes 
ranged from 15 up to 90 pounds of 
beef with the names drawn at the an-
nual banquet in March. “It feels great 
to know there was such wide commu-
nity support ... from the generous do-
nation of grass-fed, inspected ground 
beef to the donation of printed tickets 
to the support of all those who pur-
chased tickets.”  

So far, the centre has raised over 
$20,000 and is looking to the com-
munity to help move the projects 
forward. The capital projects include 

fi nishing touches to the new Winkler 
location, as of November 2017, along 
with relocating and renovating a new 
space in Morden. 

Marek noted the two locations are 
substantially larger and will allow the 
centre to develop and expand its pro-
gramming while better meeting the 
needs of their clients. 

“Relocating to a larger space in Mor-
den is absolutely necessary, and it 
needs to happen as soon as possible. 
We have had increasing client num-
bers, more people reaching out for 
help, so now is the time to move for-
ward,” she said.

She sees the move as helping the 
centre better achieve it’s goals to em-
power women in their pregnancy de-
cisions, equip men and women for 
parenting, extend healing to anyone 
impacted by grief at the loss of a little 
one and help people engage in real 
life choices and struggles as well as 
encourage a culture of life.

“It is an exciting time, a lot of change 
for us this year,” said Marek.

“We did not plan on two relocations 
so close together, but with providing 
supports in both Winkler and Mor-
den, we needed to make decisions as 
opportunities presented,” she said.

“We believe these expansion proj-
ects are crucial for meeting the needs 

of our community as well as allowing 
for future growth,” Marek concluded. 
“We have new clients in regularly, 
needing a pregnancy test or help with 
parenting, or looking for healing from 
their past. It’s important that we have 
the right spaces to provide these nec-

essary supports in the community.”
Donations are welcome, and you can 

make a contribution marked capital 
on your cheque to PVPCC, Box 2504, 
Winkler, MB, R6W 4C2, or you can 
also donate online at the www.pvpcc.
com website.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Linda Marek, executive director of the Pembina Valley Pregnancy Care 
Centre, with Bob Billing, grand prize winner of the Beef for the Build 
fundraiser.

Pregnancy Care 
Centre working 
on new spaces 
in Winkler and 
Morden

New choir aimed at young adults
By Lorne Stelmach

A new program is aimed at keeping Winkler 
and Morden students singing after they have 
graduated from school.

A new community choir program is starting 
up next week and continuing 
through May, and it is for sing-
ers aged 18 to 25. 

Under the name Prairie Sound-
scape, it will be directed by Kar-
en Giesbrecht of Northlands 
Parkway Collegiate, who was 
spearheading the idea with Mel-
anie Urichuk of Garden Valley 
Collegiate. 

“We need something for the 
kids who have just graduated ... 
they need a place to sing,” ex-
plained Giesbrecht. “We know 
that there’s various community 
choirs for the older set, but pro-
vincially there’s a real movement 
towards some of these youth choirs.”

She stressed it will be an unauditioned choir 
to keep it open to all who may want to be in-
volved.

“If you have singing experience, great, if not, 
you can show up,” she said. “And we’re run-
ning it free this year. We’ll see what kind of 
incidentals we need for it.”

Giesbrecht said they were for now looking 
to just “kind of get our foot in the door with 

it” so they are meeting Thursday 
nights in May (3, 10, 17, 24 and 
31) from 7 to 9 p.m. at the North-
lands Parkway Collegiate choir 
room. 

“We’re looking at Winkler, 
Morden, the southern Manitoba 
area,” said Giesbrecht. 

“We’re aware of a lot of kids 
who have sung in regional 
choirs, and they’re graduating 
this year,” she said. “I would like 
to start with at least 20, but I 
would be willing to have up to 
50 ... in the 20 to 30 range would 
be ideal.”

The choir’s premier perfor-
mance will be at the NPC spring concert June 
5 at 7 p.m. at the PW Enns Concert Hall. 

For more information and to confi rm a choir 
spot, e-mail kgiesbrecht65@gmail.com.

“WE NEED 
SOMETHING 
FOR THE KIDS 
WHO HAVE JUST 
GRADUATED ... 
THEY NEED A 
PLACE TO SING.”
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Raising awareness about Sjogren’s Syndrome

By Lorne Stelmach

Area resident Gin Halabicki is 
among around 430,000 Canadians 
with Sjogren’s Syndrome.

Despite that number, this chronic 
autoimmune disease is seen as often 
under-recognized, under-treated and 
under-diagnosed.

“How many more people don’t even 
know that they have it?” wondered 
her mother Mary Anne 
Schmidt recently with 
April serving as Sjogren’s 
Syndrome awareness 
month.

Schmidt and husband 
Paul as well as Halab-
icki are working to raise 
awareness about the dis-
ease and also perhaps 
connect with more fami-
lies in southern Manitoba 
who live with it.

Adjusting to her new re-
ality when fi nally diagnosed with Sjo-
gren’s Syndrome in 2012 came harder 
for Halabicki than she had expected.

“It was quite hard ... Nothing really 
quite prepares you. Your life is never 
really the same again ... it’s just your 
new normal,” she said.

Sjogren’s Syndrome is a condition 
that preferentially attacks and dam-
ages the salivary, tear and mucous-
secreting glands, resulting in dry 
eye, dry mouth and swollen salivary 
glands but it can affect any organ 
causing serious complications. 

The salivary glands become painful 
and swollen in some people. Eventu-
ally, these glands fail and cannot pro-
duce saliva or tears. This is called pri-
mary Sjogren’s Syndrome because it 
is the main illness.

Sometimes though, Sjogren’s Syn-
drome is not the primary illness but 
instead is a part of another illness. 
It can accompany other conditions 
like Systemic Lupus Erythematosus, 
Scleroderma, Rheumatoid Arthritis - 
known as connective tissue diseases 
because they are auto-immune ill-
nesses that attack blood vessels, joints 
and other tissues that connect our 
body together. In this case, the condi-
tion is known as secondary Sjogren’s 
Syndrome.

In general, auto-immune diseases 
affect more women than men, and 
this is particularly true of connective 
tissue diseases including primary Sjo-
gren’s Syndrome. These are diseases 

that affect women in 
the younger years of 
their lives with peak 
incidence between 30 
and 50, but primary 
Sjogren’s Syndrome 
can affect children as 
well as the elderly. 

Primary and second-
ary Sjogren’s Syn-
drome together affect 
about one in every 100 
people. Dry eye or dry 
mouth is much more 

frequent with an incidence of about 
one in 50 people.

The cause of Primary Sjogren’s Syn-
drome is unknown, but a theory is 
that in certain people, there is a ge-
netic predisposition that causes them 
to react abnormally to some environ-
mental factor, such a virus. Whatever 
triggers Sjogren’s Syndrome usually 
cannot be identifi ed by the time the 
disease is diagnosed. 

Halabicki initially had kidney sur-
gery in 2010 after having been diag-
nosed in January. Then by April 2011 
came auto-immune hepatitis fol-
lowed by a second kidney surgery in 
June, and it was February 2012 when 
she was diagnosed with Sjoegren’s 
Syndrome.

“They realized with all the things 

going on that there had to be some-
thing more there,” said Halabicki.

The disease can manifest itself in a 
number of ways and differently from 
one person to the next, but there are 
some commonalities such as dry eyes 
and dry mouth, and fatigue, and it 
overall makes day to day life challeng-
ing.

“There’s a few drugs that help me,” 
said Halabicki.

“I also have lovely little mints that 
stick to the inside of my mouth that 
slowly release the mint fl avour to help 
my salivary glands,” she noted, adding 
she also takes prescription eye drops. 
“I’m lucky that I’m not one of the few 
that have to get plugs in their eyes ...  
it’ll plug the tear ducts so that you can 
actually keep your eyes moist.”

Cavities due to dry mouth can be a 
concern as well with the dry mouth 
causing sores in the mouth, and she 
also noted you have to be careful with 

your eyes as the dryness can scratch 
your corneas and cause vision prob-
lems.

“I was prone to sinus infections and 
had to have a surgery because it was 
infected so bad,” she continued.

“Everything sometimes hurts. Get-
ting out of bed some days isn’t great, 
and I’m always tired. It doesn’t matter 
how much sleep you get.”

“It’s challenging in different ways 
for each individual,” agreed Schmidt, 
noting it means her daughter “is only 
able to do so much in a day.”

“You fi nd ways to cope ... and I take 
Wednesdays off, I don’t work Wednes-
days so that I can sleep to get through 
the rest of the week,” said Halabicki.

“And you plan accordingly. I don’t 
just go out willy nilly. It has to be 
something I would like to do because 
I know won’t be going anywhere for a 
couple evenings after that.”

Halabicki is grateful that there is a 
support group now that started up 
early in the year in Winnipeg.

“It’s amazing the amount of people 
who showed up. We had 22 people 
in this little room,” she recalled, “and 
all at varying stages ... everyone had 
something different.

“We talk about things that work and 
don’t work ... a lot of people have di-
gestive issues because they don’t have 
the salivary gland.”

Schmidt said she would like to know 
if there are more families in southern 
Manitoba who could perhaps connect.

“I’m sure that there’s thousands of 
people who have it but have not been 
diagnosed and are not aware of it,” 
she said.

“We have no idea if there’s other 
people around here ... and there could 
be people who haven’t been diag-
nosed.”

You can fi nd more information about 
the disease and the Sjogren’s Society 
of Canada online at www.sjogrens-
canada.org as well as on Facebook.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Gin Halabicki was diagnosed with 
Sjogren’s Syndrome after having a 
second kidney surgery in 2011.

Little known 
disease affects 
430,000 in Canada

“YOUR LIFE IS 
NEVER REALLY 
THE SAME 
AGAIN ... IT’S 
JUST YOUR NEW 
NORMAL.”

Winkler auxiliary raising funds for BTHC
The Boundary Trails Health Centre 

Winkler auxiliary is again supporting 
the regional hospital with its annual 
bake sale.

It takes place next Friday, May 4 
starting at 9 a.m. at the Southland 
Mall.

There will be an array of homemade 
baking with coffee being served all 
day, and there will also be lots of used 

books to choose from for only 25 cents 
each.

The proceeds all go for equipment 
at Boundary Trails Health Centre, and 
auxiliary member Nettie Friesen esti-
mated income from not only the bake 
sale but cash donations can total any-
where from $3,500 up to $6,500.

This year, the auxiliary is aiming to 
raise $21,700 for projects that include 

three wall mounted blood pressure 
monitors as well as birthing bed mat-
tresses and lounge chairs for same 
day surgeries.

“We are grateful for all the support 
we have received over the years. The 
bake sales receive good support,” she 
said.

Friesen noted the generous sup-
port from the community means the 

Winkler Auxiliary has now purchased 
$453,488 worth of equipment for 
Boundary Trails Health Centre over 
the years.

In addition, the auxiliary has also 
paid out $21,000 in bursaries to grad-
uating students at Garden Valley Col-
legiate and Northlands Parkway Col-
legiate who are planning a career in 
the health care fi eld.
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New Morden sergeant in place

By Lorne Stelmach

The Morden Police Service is pro-
moting from within its own ranks.

Offi cer Chris Flook be-
came a sergeant Thursday, 
fi lling the position left va-
cant with the retirement 
of Brent Menzies last June. 

For Flook, who joined 
the Morden Police Service 
as constable in May 2007 
after graduating from 
Winnipeg Police Service 
training in May 2008, it is 
an opportunity he welcomes and ap-
preciates the vote of confi dence in 

him.
“It means a lot that they have put 

their trust in me,” said Flook, who also 
previously worked as a constable with 
Victoria Beach Police Service.

Flook said he feels prepared for the 
additional responsibilities that will be 
involved including a more supervi-
sory role.

“I spent some time being the acting 
sergeant over the last few months, 

and this is really the 
evolution of that,” he 
noted.

“It’s defi nitely some-
thing I was feeling I 
was ready to move on 
to,” said Flook. “Lots 
of good guys applied, 
so it’s an honour to be 
able to take on that 
role.”

Police chief Brad Neduzak noted 
Flook has been involved in and taken 

a leadership role in various major 
investigations and projects over the 
past 10 years, and he took on a leader-
ship role with the 179 Morden Royal 

Canadian Air Cadet Squadron, where 
he serves as the commanding offi cer.

He said they felt Flook possessed the 
necessary leadership skills, knowl-
edge and dedication to do the job. 

“Along with his experience, he 
brings some strong leadership skills,” 
said Neduzak. “We had very good 
candidates in competition for that 
one position, unfortunately there is 
only one position to fi ll.” “We felt that 
Chris defi nitely possessed the neces-
sary skills and leadership values that 
we were looking for to take on that 
position.”

The promotion to sergeant now 
leaves a vacancy in the constable 
ranks, which Neduzak noted will not 
be fi lled in 2018, but he is hoping to 
have approval for that in 2019. The 
Morden Police Service is approved 
for 13 constables along with two ser-
geants including Sean Aune and the 
chief of police.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Constable Chris Flook offi cially 
became a sergeant last Thursday.

Public Service 
promote one 
of their own

“IT MEANS A 
LOT THAT THEY 
HAVE PUT THEIR 
TRUST IN ME.”

Campaign aims for more radon testing
By Lorne Stelmach

South Central Cancer Resource is 
ramping up its efforts around radon 
gas in the region.

A campaign running throughout 
May has the organiza-
tion working with Polar 
Plumbing and Heating to 
make a concerted effort to 
get more homes tested.

“It’s all really just about 
awareness, getting the 
word out there, that’s 
what’s most important,” 
said Gord Titchkosky of 
Polar Plumbing.

“It’s to make sure that 
you have a healthy home 
for everyone who is living 
there,” said Tracy Peters, 
administrative co-ordi-
nator for South Central 
Cancer Resource. “South 
Central was looking at the 
programs that we have, 
and we had seen the need 
to get people to check for radon.”

People can call Polar Plumbing and 
Heating at 204-325-2267 to book an 
appointment for a free radon reading.

Titchkosky stressed it is important 
for people to get their homes tested 
because this area is known to have ar-
eas with higher levels.

“Manitoba is the second worst prov-

ince in Canada, and southern Mani-
toba is known to be a really bad area 
for radon ... the levels that we’re see-
ing here consistently are really high,” 
said Titchkosky. “It’s important to 
have testing done because it can vary 

a lot, even from home 
to home ... the only 
way you really know 
what’s in your home 
is to test.”

Radon is a radio-
active gas that is 
formed naturally by 
the breakdown of ura-
nium in soil, rock and 
water, and it is colour-
less, odourless and 
tasteless.

When radon is re-
leased from the 
ground outside, it 
mixes with fresh air 
and gets diluted re-
sulting in concentra-
tions too low to be of 
concern. However, 

when radon enters an enclosed space, 
such as a house or basement, it can ac-
cumulate to high concentrations and 
become a health risk

Radon gas can enter a house any 
place it fi nds an opening where the 
house contacts the soil: cracks in the 
foundation walls and in fl oor slabs, 
construction joints, gaps around ser-

vice pipes and support posts, fl oor 
drains and sumps, cavities inside 
walls and the water supply. Radon can 
also be found in groundwater from 
private or small community wells.

The amount of radon in a home will 
depend on many factors including: 
soil characteristics, type of construc-
tion, foundation condition, occupant 
lifestyle such as the use of exhaust 
fans, windows and fi replaces for ex-

ample and variations in weather.
“When it gets into our homes and it 

builds up in high levels, we breathe 
that in, and then the breakdown of 
that in our lungs can cause damage 
and can cause lung cancer,” said Titch-
kosky.

“Because we are at a higher level, we 
really need to get every single home 
tested,” said Peters.

PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Encouraging you to get your home tested for radon are SCCR clinical 
co-ordinator Deb Thiessen along with Gord Titchkosky of Polar 
Plumbing and Heating and SCCR administrative co-ordinator Tracy 
Peters.

“IT’S IMPORTANT 
TO HAVE 
TESTING DONE 
BECAUSE IT CAN 
VARY A LOT ... 
THE ONLY WAY 
YOU REALLY 
KNOW WHAT’S 
IN YOUR HOME 
IS TO TEST.”
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Remembering the Reeve triplets

I
dentical triplet girls 
born in Kamloops,” 
heralded our local pa-
per. That brought back 
memories! 

I was 16 years old in 1959, in high 
school in Morden, and still babysit-
ting to earn money for university. My 
pay was usually 25 cents an hour and 
50 cents after midnight. 

One night when Mr. Reeve drove me 
home after babysitting at their home, 
he said, “Well, I guess your rates will 
be going up in a few months when 
you’ll have three more to look after.” 

I thought his wife might be preg-
nant, but I re-
ally did not know 
what he was 
talking about. 
In our rather 
strict Mennonite 
home we didn’t 
talk about fam-
ily pregnancies, 
never mind the 
pregnancies of 
others. I smiled 
and let the comment pass.

Neva and Harry Reeve already had 
three young children when their trip-
lets arrived on October 6, 1959. (Jac-
quelyn was almost three years old, 
Murray was nearly two, and Vida was 
almost one.) 

Guy James was born fi rst and 
weighed 3 lbs. 14 1⁄4 oz., Glenda Rose 
was born second at 5 lbs. 1⁄2 oz., and 
Gordon Frederick, Guy’s identical 
twin, was last, weighing in at 3 lbs. 9 
oz. 

This birth caused quite a sensation 
in our small rural town. The Reeves 
must have been out of their mind to 
trust me with these tiny babies and 

I must have been out of my mind to 
continue babysitting for them. 

The fi rst few times they called, I 
did try to convince my older sister to 
help but she absolutely refused. She 
didn’t need money as badly as I did 
... though my pay raise never did ma-
terialize.

The Reeves did try to have the older 
three children sleeping before I came. 
And I was told that I could prop the 
babies’ bottles and that I didn’t need 
to burp them. 

They slept in three large cribs in 
the same small bedroom. When one 
woke, all three woke. 

Many times, propping their bottles 
didn’t work. So then I took turns 
holding them. Most evenings, I felt 
like I was running a race with no fi n-
ish line in sight. 

One night, after all three babies had 
been crying, the older children woke 
up one at a time and came to hang out 
in the living room with the rest of us. 
We were all in some kind of a group 
snuggle when Mr. and Mrs. Reeve 
came home. I thought I had failed 
miserably but they just laughed and 
started hauling the kids off to their 
own beds one by one. They said eve-
nings could be like that!

Most of the time, Mrs. Reeve would 
have preferred not to go out at all. 
She was utterly exhausted at the end 
of the day. But Mr. Reeve insisted 
she needed a break. The neighbours, 
others from the community, and the 
Legion did come in every day to help 
with the children, the endless laun-
dry, and the meals.

One Saturday I was asked to come 
in for the whole day. What a disaster! 
The older two were allowed out in 
their fenced back yard. They brought 
mud into the house that I didn’t have 
time to clean up. Murray managed to 

open the back gate and 
take off. I had to leave the 
babies in the house with 
Jacquelyn while I ran af-
ter him. Then I insisted he 
stay inside, so he was mis-
erable. 

I fed the six-month-old 
babies by putting them 
into a triplet stroller de-
signed by Mr. Reeve. He welded two 
small strollers together and attached 
an extra seat at the top. Parents did 
not have the choices of acquiring the 
luxurious twin and triplet strollers 
available today.

The Reeve family moved to The Pas 
in 1960 before the triplets were a year 
old. Mr. Reeve was offered a good po-
sition with the Manitoba Power Com-
mission there. Mrs. Reeve had nursed 
for 10 years before they started their 
family, but with six young children in 
three years and no daycare, it was im-
possible for her to return to work.

Harry Reeve died in Dauphin in 2005 
at the age of 83 years and Neva died in 
Dauphin in 2015 at the age of 93. The 
triplets are all doing well today—Guy 
and Glenda live and work in Dauphin 
while Gordon is in Boissevain.

When the Reeves moved north, I 
thought this would be the end of my 
triplet stories, but then I met my fu-
ture husband. One day he casually in-

formed me that his mother was one of 
triplets. She had identical twin broth-
ers. The three of them were born at 
home on May 8, 1923, with the help 
of a midwife. The babies were placed 
in small baskets on the open oven 
door for warmth. They all survived 
and lived to a good old age. We never 
could tell those uncles apart.

I hoped having twins or triplets just 
might be genetic. This was not the 
case, but our adopted daughter with 
no known history of multiple births 
had non-identical twin boys on Dec. 
21, 2007. 

Visiting them daily and pushing 
them in their twin stroller became an 
important part of my regime. Strang-
ers who watched us out walking or 
playing often commented, “Double 
trouble!” 

I would smile and respond, “Yes, but 
double fun, too!”

  Florence Dyck is a former Mordenite 
now living in the Okanagan

The Reeve children 
some time after the 

triplets were born. 
Identical twins Guy 

and Gordon at front 
in stroller with sister 
Glenda behind them 

alongside older siblings 
Jacquelyn, Murray, and 

Vida.

 REEVE FAMILY 
PHOTO

By Florence 
Dyck

Rocking W Barrel Series starts up May 8
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Rocking W Barrel Series kicks 
off another season of high-energy rac-
ing next month.

The ninth edition of the barrel racing 
competition begins May 8 and runs 
every Tuesday night until the fi nals on 
Saturday, June 23.

Organizer Dusty van der Steen says 
excitement has been building for 
months now.

“We’ve had a very successful year 
with sponsorship already,” she said, 
adding, however, that there’s always 

room for more.
Those sponsorship dollars mean 

there are over $8,000 in prizes up for 
grabs for the top competitors.

“We’ve been able to do better on a 
lot of our high-end prizes,” van der 
Steen said. “We have championship 
saddles again, and buckles. It’s going 
to be pretty exciting.”

The  Manitoba Barrel Racing Associ-
ation-sanctioned series features open, 
youth, select, and peewee divisions in 
a 3D format (4D if there are more than 
50 entries; the open division will also 
be 4D at the fi nals) with weekly jack-

pot cash prizes.
“Last year we averaged about 60 or 

so competitors each week,” said van 
der Steen, who points out this is the 
only weekly barrel racing series of-
fered in the region. “We have a lot of 
diehards who really love the event 
and they can’t wait for it to start.

“Word gets around and we’re get-
ting more and more new people every 
year,” she added. “There’s always new 
faces, which is great to see.”

The racing begins at 7 p.m. each 
week at the Rocking W Ranch, which 
is located a mile and a half west of the 

Winkler Bible Camp on Road 16N. 
Admission is free.

“There’s no cost to come. Anybody 
can come and watch if they want to,” 
van der Steen said, adding it adds to 
the excitement for the competitors to 
have fans cheering them on. 

More information on the series can 
be found online at rockingw.com.

Competitors need to have a valid 
MBRA membership or permit to com-
pete in the series. Details for that are 
available at mbra.ca.
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The seventh annual La Riviere Raptor Festival got off to a special 
start Saturday with the release of two bald eagles by Wildlife Haven 
Rehabilitation Centre. A large crowd was on hand for that occasion 
then enjoyed other activities ranging from birding tours to viewing a 
variety of raptors up close as well as a variety of displays with A Rocha 
also manning the table for children’s activities.

Raptor Fest takes fl ight
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Shoes For Less supports Genesis House
By Lorne Stelmach

A Winkler-based business is sup-
porting the work of Gen-
esis House.

Shoes for Less, which 
also operates a store in Al-
tona, recently presented a 
donation of about $2,400 
to the family shelter oper-
ated by the South Central 
Committee on Family Vio-
lence.

Marc Morin, co-owner 
of Shows For Less with 
his wife Sadena, said they 
wanted to help support a 
worthwhile local charity 
and appreciate the impor-
tant role played by Gen-
esis House.

“They’re out there to 
support people ... we want to support 
them; we feel that they are a worthy 
cause,” he said.

Shoes For Less donated 50 cents 
from every pair of shoes sold over 
the past year, and Morin was pleased 
with the support they received from 

their customers.
“We were quite surprised, were 

quite happy ... the response from the 
customers was amaz-
ing. A lot of them read 
the brochures and 
were really happy that 
we were part of the 
campaign.”

Genesis House ex-
ecutive director Ang 
Braun said they really 
appreciate the sup-
port because it goes 
beyond just the fi nan-
cial.

“It’s a win win all 
the way around. The 
funds are awesome, 
but actually really 
it’s a community out-
reach that will make 

such a big difference,” she said.
“It’s just amazing when the commu-

nity comes together ... it’s their idea 
to put something like this on, and it 
goes for the whole year. It means that 
more people are talking about the 
shelter, more people will know about 

the shelter.”
She noted the donation will go to-

wards the day to day expenses of the 
shelter.

“We have really been struggling ac-
tually just with basic operating. It’s 

very diffi cult to get funding to oper-
ate ... so this will support our core 
program, which is the residential pro-
gram,” noted Braun.

PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Ang Braun, executive director of Genesis House, received the 
donation of about $2,400 from Marc Morin, co-owner of Shoes For 
Less.

“THEY’RE OUT 
THERE TO SUP-
PORT PEOPLE 
... WE WANT 
TO SUPPORT 
THEM; WE FEEL 
THAT THEY 
ARE A WORTHY 
CAUSE.”
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Journey of a lifetime for Winkler pilot

By Lorne Stelmach

A self-professed aviation ‘geek’, 
Chris Unrau realized a dream come 
true when he fl ew his private plane 
across the ocean to Europe.

Having documented his adventure 
online through The One Life Project, 
the Winkler entrepreneur would now 
like to use it to inspire others on their 
journey of achieving their goals.

“The response has just 
been phenomenal,” said 
Unrau, who completed 
his trans-Atlantic crossing 
in his Cessna 210 in March 
with his friend and fl ight 
instructor Luke Penner, 
while his son Adam also 
came along for the jour-
ney there.

Departing from Win-
kler, Unrau’s route took 
them through the Cana-
dian Arctic with stops in 
northern Manitoba then 
Rankin Inlet and Nunavut 
before leaving Canadian 
air space for Greenland. 
From there, it was on to 
Reykjavik, Iceland then 
to the Faroe Islands, the 
United Kingdom  and fi -
nally Germany.

They fl ew a total of 9,335 nauti-
cal miles and over 62 fl ight hours 
stretched out over a period of 17 days.

The idea grew from what has been a 
life-long passion for Unrau.

“I’ve always been enthralled with 
anything that has to do with fl ight,” 
said Unrau, who in his early 20s bor-
rowed money to get his pilot’s licence. 
“I started fl ying quite a bit for about 
three years ... and really enjoyed it, got 
some good experience.”

He then put fl ying on hold for about 
11 years for reasons including raising 
a family and starting a business. He 
started fl ying again about six years 
ago and then got his current plane in 
2010.

“With having four kids, we wanted 
something that we could put our 
whole family in and go away,” said 
Unrau, adding that his desire to go 
further distances meant he needed to 
get his instrument rating.

“What that allowed me to do was fl y 
on instruments and not just visually,” 

he said.
His Cessna 210 is a fast and stable 

airplane that is a little more capable 
than others, but he needed to  up-
grade it for longer trips.

 “We’ve fl own this airplane with our 
family all over North America ... and 
I just had this desire within me to go 
further and do something more chal-
lenging,” he said.

There was a further inspiration for 
Unrau though in taking on this adven-
ture when, in 2013, he lost his brother 
and nephew in a motor vehicle acci-
dent in which his dad miraculously 
survived.  

This tragedy has been an inspiration 
for him to see life as a very precious, 

limited commodity 
and to make the most 
of the one life we have 
- thus the name of the 
project documenting 
his adventure.

“For me, I love trav-
el, I love Europe, and 
that was what my 
heart was set on was 
fl ying the airplane to 
Europe on the north 
Atlantic route,” said 
Unrau, who went on 
to raise the funds to 
enable his brother’s 
sole surviving daugh-
ter, Abigail, to pursue 
post-secondary edu-
cation.   “A trip like 
this gets done fairly 
regularly, not very of-
ten by an average Joe 

kind of pilot, but they are out there, 
and it does happen,” he said.

He said it proved to be a real learn-
ing experience and stressed it really 
was a team effort with Penner.

“He did my training to get my in-
strument rating ... so I’ve done a lot 
of fl ying with  him over the last few 
years,” he said.

“I concentrated a lot on the airplane 
and the mechanics of it, getting it 
ready ... we had to do some work to it 
to get it ready for this trip, we got a de-
icing kit put on ... you want to make 
sure the airplane is in tip-top shape,” 
he continued. “Luke did a lot of the 
leg work on the weather and the pro-
cedures of how we were going to be 
able to fl y each leg ... we had to get 
oceanic clearances ... communications 
procedures are a little more specifi c, 
you’re not always in reach of relay sta-
tions.”

The logistics for the trip had to be 
carefully worked out, said Unrau, 
who noted that they kept each leg of 

their trip to about four hours with the 
longest single stretch coming to about 
750 nautical miles.

“The distances that we fl ew were en-
tirely based on where airports were 

... there’s far fewer airports when you 
get up into northern Canada or across 
Greenland,” he said.

PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Chris Unrau’s trans-Atlantic fl ight covered a total of 9,335 nautical 
miles and over 62 fl ight hours stretched out over a period of 17 days.

One Life Project 
now seen as a means 
to motivate others

“A TRIP LIKE 
THIS GETS 
DONE FAIRLY 
REGULARLY, NOT 
VERY OFTEN BY 
AN AVERAGE 
JOE KIND OF 
PILOT, BUT THEY 
ARE OUT THERE, 
AND IT DOES 
HAPPEN.”

SUBMITTED 
PHOTOS

Unrau met 
many great 

people at his 
stops along 
the way and 

enjoyed some 
amazing scen-

ery like the 
rugged UK cliffs 

seen here.

Continued on page 15
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“It was a lot of time in the airplane, but it 
was fantastic. We did have a couple mechani-
cal concerns that really made things real ... we 
started reviewing our emergency procedures a 
little more intently ... but we were able to sort it 
out in the air,” he continued.

“You know that if that propeller stops turning, 
you are going down,” said Unrau. “It’s different 
than fl ying here ... there’s an airport every 15 
miles ... I don’t know if I’m ever out of gliding 
distance ... but it’s different when you’re over 
water.”

The preparations included wearing insulated 
suits as well as having an infl atable life raft.

“Our goal was that if we had to ditch, we need 
to be out of the water in 10 minutes,” said Un-
rau. “Being prepared is the key, and you have to 
accept the risk of what you’re doing, but it’s a 

measured and calculated risk.”
A highlight of the trip was seeing the life that 

exists in these out of the way places as well as 
the wonder of the natural world out there.

“I had no idea there was that many people liv-
ing in Greenland,” said Unrau. “The beauty of 
the earth is just staggering ... and Greenland is 
just so beautiful ... seeing the beauty of all that 
is just incredible.”

As for where he goes now, Unrau is uncertain 
but wants to use the One Life Project to be a 
blessing and encouragement to others.

“I’m not sure where this is going to go ... if 
I had a bit of a vision for it, it would be that I 
could continue to do this sort of thing and 
share it with others to hopefully motivate and 
inspire others,” said Unrau. “I would also like 
to start a foundation that would in some way to 
raise funds to help someone who’s experienced 
a tragic loss to go and achieve their dreams.”

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Manitoba Bluebird Fund has put out a call 
for help in our area.

The Nature Manitoba fund dedicated to the 
survival and propagation of our province’s di-
minishing songbird population is looking for 
bird-lovers to help set up and care for new 
“bluebird trails” in rural Manitoba.

A similar trail featuring 2,500 nest boxes has 
proven to be quite a success in Brandon, but 
MBF founder Guent Salzmann says they’re 
looking to start much smaller with these new 
trails.

“Perhaps 10-20 nest boxes to start,” he said, 
explaining MBF will cover the costs of build-
ing both the nest boxes as well as any necessary 
posts for them to rest on.

“The nest boxes are usually fastened to exist-
ing fence posts along country roads,” Salzmann 
noted. “Where fence posts are nonexistent, stur-
dy posts must be ‘planted.’”

These nest boxes will provide a safe home not 
only for bluebirds but also fellow songbirds 
such as  tree swallows, chickadees, wrens, nut-
hatches, purple martins, woodpeckers, and fl y-
catchers, among others.

Due to an increase in natural predators—in-
cluding larger fellow birds such as crows and 
hawks and animals such as house cats—song-
bird numbers have been on a downward trend 
in recent years. Salzmann hopes initiatives like 
this will help turn it around.

“[We want to] spread the word that songbirds 
are in need of help and that the Manitoba Blue-
bird Fund is here to do just that,” he said.

All you need to get involved is a love of nature 
and a willingness to roll up your sleeves and get 
to work.

“One also would need a work area, indoors 
or out, and some tools and know-how to as-
semble a nest box,” Salzmann noted. “Also one 
must have time to monitor the nest boxes, check 
on the desired tenants, evict unwelcome occu-

Bluebird Fund looking to set up nesting trails
pants.”

Anyone interested in setting up a bluebird trail can con-
tact Salzmann at salzmann@mymts.net or 204-253-4058 
for more information.

Salzmann also urges people or groups who are already 
servicing established songbird nest boxes to get in touch 
with him.

The MBF also has a few other initiatives on the go right 
now, including fi nancially helping homeowners buy cer-
tain trees that retain their fruit in the winter. This program 
sees the fund pay half the cost of the tree at the outset and 
then pay the other half if the tree survives for three years.

 >  LIFETIME, FROM PG. 14
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Nik Derksen - 
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Most up-to-date 

computerized equipment 
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100% Satisfactory 

Alignments!
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today!

“Your #1 Exhaust Specialists”

S I N C E  1 9 6 5
COLLISION REPAIR CENTER
GLASS REPAIR & REPLACEMENT

Ph: 204.331.6234
Fx: 204.331.6235

frepair2@mymts.net
490 George Ave.
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FULL AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE, TRUCK SAFETIES AND REPAIRS.
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including manlifts, forklifts, skidsteers, etc. Complete engine diagnostics, programming, complete rebuilds and 
repairs, including emission systems, repairs and deletes. Offering aftermarket performance engine parts.

Stopping a vehicle in motion ta kes a lot of en-
ergy. Your brakes have to absorb and divert the 
vehicle’s energy in a safe way. The trade-off is that 
after a certain amount of use, brakes wear out and 
become less effective. Listen for any whining 
when bra king. Pay attention to how the car han-
dles while braking, and make note of how quickly 
the car comes to a complete stop.

You can’t go anywhere without your transmission. If you drive 
a standard, your clutch can burn out if not checked regularly. 
And automatic transmissions are easy to destroy and costly to 
replace. With an automatic, the first thing you should do is 
check the transmission fluid. If the level is low, you might have 
a transmission leak.

Temperature control might not seem like a big deal for some of the 
year, but it’s indispensable in the summer and winter months. There 
are a number of factors that could interfere with your AC or heater, 
but most of them need more than a small examination to locate. To 
see if there’s a problem somewhere, just turn on the air flow, wait a 
few minutes, and see what the air feels like. The components of your 
air conditioning system, including hoses, should be checked regularly 
for performance levels.

If you find you are getting lo wer gas mi leage on your vehi cle, it may 
be due to carburetor or fuel system pro blems. Make sure you get 
them che cked on a regular basis.

Like the human circulatory system, a car needs a whole network of 
fluids to keep running. If they are damaged, a number of problems 
could arise, from loss of air conditioning to weakened brakes or an 
overheated engine. The easiest thing to do when checking for leaks is 
to simply look underneath the car. Any puddles or stains on the as-
phalt could indicate fluid loss.

If there is a big trail of black smoke following behind your vehicle as 
you drive, your exhaust system needs to be looked at. In addition to 
making your vehicle under-perform, a faulty exhaust system pollutes 
the air.

There are many great ways 
to check if a car is out of align-
ment. While driving on a 
smooth, straight road, hold 
the wheel very loosely and 
see if the car begins to pull to 
the left or right. If the wheel 
seems to shake or jump 
around a lot while you drive, 
then that could also be the 
sign of a problem.

Even if you don’t know much about engines, you can still pop 
the hood and take a quick look. The various hoses and belts that 
you see should all be free of cracks. For those you can’t see, it is 
still possible to identify potential problems simply by keeping 
the hood up, turning on the engine, and listening for unusual 
sounds. If there are squealing or re peated clanking noises, then 
there is probably something wrong.

A TIP FROM YOUR MECHANIC

BRAKE WEAR

TRANSMISSION

AC / HEATER PROBLEMS

FUEL SYSTEM

FLUID LEAKS

EXHAUST SYSTEM

ALIGNMENT

HOSE AND BELT DAMAGE
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Jump Rope For Heart

PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Students at Minnewasta School in Morden were taking part in the an-
nual Jump Rope for Heart campaign Monday. Just over 300 students 
were involved in supporting the Manitoba Heart and Stroke Founda-
tion. “I think we’re aiming to be around $3,500 ... we should be able 
to do really well,” suggested teacher Kyle Turmbull, who noted ”the 
heart and stroke foundation also gives a percentage back to the phys-
ed department for equipment.”  

Guild going strong 30 years on
By Lorne Stelmach

It began in 1987 with a group of 
friends gathered in a converted horse 
barn to hand quilt a charity quilt.

Fittingly, those who came together 
called themselves the Barnswallows, 
and the guild came to enjoy having 
‘show and tell’, so in 1988 they held 
their fi rst public quilt show. 

It’s come a long way now since those 
early days when visitors drove up and 
saw quilts hanging on the fence along 
the road with more hanging in the 
loft. 

The Barnswallow quilters, who came 
to roost in Morden in 1998, host their 
30th annual quilt show May 4 to 6 at 
the Access Event Centre.

“For 30 years, once a year, they hang 
all their beautiful quilts, and people 
can come and see them,” said Edith 
Lovatt, who co-chairs the show with 
Sue Nelson.

With the theme of Then and Now, 
the show will highlight the guild’s 
history and the evolution of quilting 
over the past thirty years by having 
members’ earlier work featured along 
side more recent pieces. 

“They’re going to be set up side by 

side, so people are going to see the 
changes that the different quilters 
have made,” said Lovatt, observing it 
will not only be a celebration of the art 
of quilting but also explore the chang-
es in techniques, fabrics and colour.

“Actually, there have been a lot of 
changes in quilting ... the colours, the 
fabrics ... that has changed probably 
more than anything,” she suggested. 
“And there’s new quilting techniques 
... not everything is done by hand ... 
most of it’s done by machine ... and 
you can have it computerized so it 
does a very specifi c pattern, or you 
can free hand it.”

A common element is the level of 
artistry that goes into pieces, she said.

“Lots of people are doing what 
they call fabric art, it’s not just quilts. 
Quilts started as a functional item that 
you put on a bed to keep you warm 
at night ... it’s become an art form, 
and there is some incredibly creative 
work.

“We have incredible talent here, so 
we should celebrate it,” said Lovatt, 
who estimated the guild includes per-
haps around 60 people from all over 
the region.

The show this year will include short 

guided tours to draw attention to vari-
ous techniques, styles and trends. 

As well, another activity will be the 
‘bed turning’ at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday and 2 p.m. Sun-
day, when two quilters will talk about 
the inspiration behind a few of their 
quilts.

In addition, the annual challenge is-
sued last year had participants create 
16 by 16 squares that will be set up to 
look like a mosaic, said Lovatt, and 
kits will be available for next year’s 
challenge.

As well, in the tradition of that fi rst 
charity quilt, a rainbow auction will 
raise funds for two local organizations 
– South Central Cancer Resource and 
Boundary Trails Health Centre for 

women’s health programs.
“We get lots of support for that,” said 

Lovatt, who estimated it can usually 
raise in the neighbourhood of $5,000.

Show hours are Friday 10 a.m. to 8 
p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sunday noon to 5 p.m. with admission 
of just $5.

In addition, the guild meets on a 
weekly basis year round with four 
membership meetings during the 
year to keep members informed about 
plans for the coming show and other 
events. There is also opportunity for 
further education through a variety of 
courses and workshops. For more in-
formation, go online to the barnswal-
lowquilters.wordpress.com website.

FILE PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
The annual quilt show this year takes place the weekend of May 4 to 6 
at the Access Event Centre.
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Harvest Fest announces lineup

By Lorne Stelmach

The Winkler Harvest Festival not 
only announced its headliners for 
2018 but some new features for the 
weekend of festivities this year.

Headliners will include tribute band 
Night Fever Friday night followed by 
Restless Heart Saturday and both the 
Ball Brothers and Colton Dixon Sun-
day.

“I feel that we’re going to have an 
amazing festival again, and we are 
proud to say that for the fi rst time we 
will have four stages,” announced Deb 
Penner, director of recreation, culture 
and tourism.

The four stages include the kids tent, 
which will feature Safari Jeff with 
shows each day.  

“Jeff was here last year and wowed 
kids with his live animal shows, edu-
cational videos, and desire to share 
his knowledge of the creatures he 
loves,” said Penner.

The country fair stage was formerly 
the second stage or showcase stage, 
and Penner said are trying to bring 
back the days of the county fair with 
several novelty activities including 
bingo, trivia contest, dance lessons 
plus the pet fashion and talent show.

The culture tent will include live the-
atre on Friday, provided by the Flat-
lands Theatre Company doing a Carol 
Burnett show, and  both Saturday and 
Sunday afternoon will this year have 
Regional Connections offering ethnic 

music, dance and crafts.  
“This will actually replace the an-

nual Culture Fest which had become 
too big for Bethel Park,”  noted Penner. 
“We are very pleased to have them 
part of the festival and look forward 
to giving them added exposure while 
adding a great event to the festival.”

The main stage will kick off Friday 
with Night Fever, a tribute band that 
will play the music of Bryan Adams 
plus The Bee Gees.

Sunday will feature the Ball Broth-
ers, a southern gospel quartet with 
amazing harmonies and Colton Dix-
on, winner of multiple Dove Awards 
who was also an 11th place fi nalist on 
American Idol in 2012. 

The main headline draw on Satur-
day will be million selling band Rest-
less Heart with six #1 hits to their 
credit including When She Cries, Big 
Dreams In a Small Town and The Blu-
est Eyes in Texas.

The band celebrated its 30th an-
niversary in 2013 with the same fi ve 
original guys. John Dittrich, Greg Jen-
nings, Paul Gregg, Dave Innis, and 
Larry Stewart – the men who make 
up Restless Heart - have enjoyed 
one of the most successful careers in 
country music history, placing over 25 
singles on the charts with six consec-
utive number one hits. Four of their 
albums have been certifi ed gold, and 
they have won a wide range of awards 
from many organizations including 
the Academy of Country Music’s Top 
Vocal Group trophy.

The Winkler Harvest Festival takes 
place the weekend of August 10 to 12. 
More information is available online 
at the www.winklerharvestfestival.
com website.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Restless Heart, which has had 25 singles hit the charts over 30 plus 
years, performs Saturday night at the Harvest Festival

Four stages this 
year, incorporating 
former culture fest

Other headliners for the August 10 to 12 
weekend include the Ball Brothers and 
Colton Dixon on Sunday.
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Bill Klassen celebrating 
50 years of auctioneering
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Ask Bill Klassen where his love of 
auctioneering came from and he can 
pinpoint it to childhood afternoons 
on his family farm spent listening to 
the hypnotic chants of auctioneers 
coming in over the radio.

“My dad was a hub farmer. Not a 
big hub farmer like we have now, but 
he was a hub farmer,” Klassen recalls 
from his home south of Winkler just a 
few miles away from where he grew 
up. “In our kitchen there was this big 
cabinet radio, and every noon he’d 
turn it on and an auctioneer chant 
came on and then the livestock mar-
ket.

“So the chant came on, the market, 
the chant, and then it was over and 
he’d turn the radio off. The thing was 
on maybe two minutes while we were 
having lunch.”

It was enough, however, to catch the 
imagination of the young Klassen, 
who soon began developing his own 
chant by make believing he was sell-
ing off his father’s animals as he went 
about his chores.

“We had 15 cows in the barn and I 
walked along that barn and I’d sell 
every cow seven times a day. Or if I 
drove along the highway, I’d sell the 
hydro poles.

“One day I announced, ‘When I 
grow up I’m going to be an auction-
eer,’” he says. “I’m the oldest of eight, 
so everyone around the table just 
smiled and nodded.”

With a whole lot of gumption and 
even more hard work, Klassen made 
it happen and this year his company, 
Bill Klassen Auctions Ltd., celebrates 
his 50 years in the business.

Asked if he ever thought he’d be do-
ing what he loves all these decades 
later, Klassen shrugs and smiles, “I 
was sure hoping I would, and now it’s 
here.”

He got his feet wet by heading up 
charity auctions, the fi rst to help raise 
money for a hockey team in Blumen-
feld. Klassen spearheaded a pie sale 
where the winning bidders not only 
got a tasty pastry but also the chance 
to enjoy it with the lady who made it.

“I wanted to show what I thought I 
could do,” he says. “So we did it and, 
what do you know, that took off.”

From there Klassen found himself 
hosting more and more charity auc-
tions across the region, helping vil-
lages and schools and churches raise 
funds for all manner of projects.

“Before long I was doing them all, or 
at least very many,” he says, recalling 
that he certainly didn’t let it go to his 
head—one time he arrived a bit late 
to an event and found himself having 
to purchase a ticket to get in, as they 
didn’t recognize him at the door.

Backed with several charity auctions 
worth of experience, Klassen next set 
his sights on trying to make auction-
eering a decent side job to accompa-
ny his love of farming.

His very fi rst farm auction was for 

his neighbour, Albert Warms. Warms, 
after perhaps a bit coaxing from Klas-
sen’s grandfather, an old friend, de-
cided to give the 20-year-old a chance.

“I grew up on the farm and I knew 
as much about that farm equipment 
as anybody,” Klassen says. Still, aware 
of his inexperience, he promised to 
do the job for peanuts. “I told him I 
just wanted $10, plus advertising ex-
penses. I just wanted 
my foot in the door … I 
would have done it for 
nothing. In fact, I would 
have paid $10 to do it!”

Although he had to 
overcome some nerves 
stepping up in front of 
his fi rst big farm auc-
tion crowd that July af-
ternoon in 1968 (“I was 
nervous as all get out,” 
Klassen recalls), the 
sale went off without a 
hitch. 

Klassen was hooked. 
Later that year he head-
ed to Kansas City to 
spend two weeks train-
ing at the Missouri Auc-
tion School. 

“I learned a lot about the busi-
ness end of it all,” he says, noting his 
chant—the fast-paced string of num-
bers and fi ller words auctioneers use 
as they go about selling—was given a 
passing grade, though his instructors 
stressed there was so much more to 
the industry students needed to mas-
ter if they were going to succeed.

“Everyone thinks that the chant is 
so important, and it really isn’t,” Klas-
sen says. “The important thing is do 
people trust you? Because they’ve 
worked all their lives on these farms, 

it’s their life savings, and they’re en-
trusting it to you to sell.”

While Klassen was at school, his fa-
ther had booked him another auction 
and he so returned home to host it 
within just 24 hours of graduating.

What followed was some lean times, 
as the auction business in the area 
already had several established auc-
tioneers, including the Kehler Broth-

ers, who dominated 
the local industry, and 
Jake Enns, who Klas-
sen remembers as 
an old-school type of 
auctioneer.

“He really took his 
time and he tried to 
get another nickel 
out of you. In auction 
school we didn’t learn 
that. 

“We learned that 
when you’re selling 
something and when 
people quit bidding,” 
he snaps his fi ngers, 
“you sell it. So they 
know you mean busi-
ness.”

The difference in styles created 
some confl ict when Klassen worked 
for a season under the tutelage of 
Enns. He struck out on his own the 
next year.

“I wanted to set my own path,” he 
says. “And I did … and that was a 
struggle. I had almost nothing that 
fi rst year. But, it slowly happened. 
The auctions came in, and some good 
ones.”

It all circles back around to trust, 
Klassen stresses. People have to trust 

“EVERYONE 
THINKS THAT 
THE CHANT IS SO 
IMPORTANT, AND 
IT REALLY ISN’T. 
THE IMPORTANT 
THING IS DO 
PEOPLE TRUST 
YOU?”

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Bill Klassen in front of the auctioneer’s window from which he’s led 
hundreds of auctions over the years. Klassen celebrates fi ve decades 
in the business this summer.

Klassen at an 
auction in 1981 
during a time 
he was trying 
out wearing a 
cowboy hat and 
holding a tradi-
tional auction-
eer’s cane. “It 
didn’t suit me,” 
he says, laugh-
ing, noting 
today he’s more 
likely to be seen 
sporting a base-
ball cap, micro-
phone in hand.

 SUPPLIED 
PHOTO Continued on page 22
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Early seeding happening near Portage
By Harry Siemens

Farmers across the west were waiting for sunshine and 
warmer temperatures, but there was already some seeding 
happening.

Jim Palliser and his two sons had planted half of their 
canola acres and some wheat. 

His son William tweeted a satellite map showing snow all 
around the Palliser farm at Portage la Prairie. 

“I can see why nobody believes we are seeding. We had a 
no precipitation zone last year, and it continues,” said Jim 
Pallister. 

“Well, the only place it’s wet, it has to do with snow melt. 
Because it was so windy, there’s snow around the edges of 
the fi eld ... but the fi eld itself has been exposed all winter.”

Conditions have varied wildly across the continent. There 
was a severe storm all the way in Nebraska as well as On-
tario and other places. 

“Look at the difference in Iowa’s soil temperature this 
year versus last year,” said Karen Braun, a global agricul-
ture columnist at Thomson Reuters and meteorologist by 
training. 

“In some cases, it is 25 degrees colder in 2018, indicat-
ing zero per cent of Iowa is ready. Field work ideally starts 
when temperatures are closer to 50. Snow free would help 
too. Corn will have to wait.”

Will Mellencamp, a fertilizer application specialist in 
Iowa, noted there were there are still freezing tempera-
tures April 20 in the Midwest. 

“Not to mention the rain and snow. Farmers need to be 
planting, but the soil temperature is still only under four 
degrees Celsius.”

While Palliser has worked since April 16, he was not 
aware of too many others going at this time except for one 
neighbour.

“Land is blowing not far from my place near Westbourne 
west of us ... the land is dry on the surface and needs work-
ing to make lumps,” said Palliser. 

“And seeding conditions are mellow, but we need to keep 
going cause it might not rain and get too dry ... even here 
in southern Manitoba. We started off spreading, I mean 
the land is dry on the surface and needs to be worked up 
to make lumps.”

Jim’s youngest son William said seeding is going well, 
noting that their tile drainage is not running, as the ground 
is thawing, giving evidence that the water table is low.

“We started off spreading a barley cover crop because 
of land vulnerable to wind erosion before establishing a 
crop ... very dry conditions carrying over from last summer 
combined with an open winter makes for a dry situation 
overall,” said William. 

“Having said that, seed bed moisture is excellent, as there 
is little issue with seeding into moisture. 

“The previous week the frost was only three inches below 
the surface, now because of this heat, it is rapidly thaw-
ing. Since the forecast is dry with ample heat, we’re mak-
ing seeding a priority as to take advantage of the seed bed 
moisture that we have.”

PHOTO BY HARRY SIEMENS/VOICE
“We started off spreading a barley cover crop because of land vulnerable to wind 
erosion before establishing a crop. Very dry conditions carrying over from last summer 
combined with an open winter makes for a dry situation overall,” said William Palliser.
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By Harry Siemens

For a long time now, I’ve told the 
story of farming one story at a time.

Sometimes those stories don’t al-
ways involve farmers directly but by 
suppliers who make it possible for 
those farmers to produce the grain 
that feeds us and the rest of the 
world. 

As the percentage farmers dwindle 
lower and lower while still cropping 
the same land in acres, it is impera-
tive consumers speak directly with 
those people who produce their 
food. It isn’t just about data and 
words, but it has to do with telling 
their stories. 

That’s why comments by Trish Jor-
dan, director of public and indus-
try affairs with Monsanto Canada, 
caught my attention. 

Years back, I worked with her at 
Monsanto, doing seminars on com-
munications and selling skills and 
toured their GMO research labs in 
St. Louis in 2004.  

Jordan said those involved in food 
production need to focus more on 
conversation and less on data when 
engaging with the non-farming 
public.

That is why I keep challenging 
farmers wherever I encounter them 

to step out and step up and tell their 
story, whether in the coffee shop, 
family gatherings or on public plat-
forms.  

Jordan said the tools used by mod-
ern agriculture to meet expanding 
demand for food have faced increas-
ing attacks from activist groups.

The bigger and better the tools and 
buildings become, the bigger the 
target, and the louder the activists 
shout, and they do infl uence food 
policy makers. 

Farmers hurtling accusations 
across the borders, whether between 
Canada and the United States or US 
and Mexico or in other parts of the 
world, is shooting ourselves in our 
collective feet.  

Jordan said much of the messaging 
uses shock and awe, so you see a lot 
of videos on You Tube or Netfl ix dra-
mas such as Food Inc, Cowspiracy, 
and Meritocracy with the objective 
of denigrating animal agriculture.

“The end game for these groups, 
the real vehemently activist groups 
is they don’t want animal agriculture 
at all,” she said. “They don’t want the 
use of biotechnology in food pro-
duction at all, and so their end goal, 
even though they don’t state it, is to 
ban them. 

“You go and check out these 

groups and go to their websites; they 
have a plethora of videos, a plethora 
of stories and some people either 
lean towards that, to begin with 
so they’re easily swayed to believe 
in these campaigns. Other people 
have a genuine interest. They might 
think, I’ve heard that pesticides are 
bad, therefore I better shop organic 
because organic doesn’t use pesti-
cides.”

Jordan said those of us involved in 
agriculture know that’s not true be-
cause organic farmers can use pesti-
cides. But the consumer doesn’t dig 
that deep. They have an attention 
span of seven to ten seconds. 

“They don’t dig that deep, they’re 
being pulled in by the emotions, and 
that’s where we need to do a better 
job of telling our story, not bombard-
ing them with facts, research papers 
and science-based data, even though 
we’re all driven by that.”

Jordan said the Canadian agricul-
ture sector is stepping up and real-
izing the need to have this conversa-
tion with consumers.

“It’s more getting into a conversa-
tion with them and understanding 
where they’re getting their informa-
tion and then trying to open up a dif-
ferent view of agriculture than they 
currently have.”

Farmers need to tell their stories

you’ll do your best and know what 
you’re talking about. And that can 
take time.

“Relationships are so important 
in this business and in getting your 
name out,” he says. 

His advice for the next generation 
of auctioneers?

“Be honest. Do your job well. And 
know that integrity is very impor-
tant,” Klassen says. “If you goof up, 
don’t be afraid to say, ‘My mistake.’ 
And sometimes you even have to pay 
up because of it.”

EMBRACING TECHNOLOGY
Saying active in a fast-changing 

business for Klassen has also meant 
embracing new technology.

He was the fi rst auctioneer in Mani-
toba on the online Global Auction 
Guide, he says, and in recent years 
his company launched its own auc-
tion app to further extend its reach 
and give customers more ways to bid.

“I’m not afraid to try new things,” 
says Klassen. “The electronic trend, I 
don’t know nearly enough about it all 
myself, but it is here to stay.”

Five years ago, he would print a 
thousand of copies of his seasonal 
catalogue to bring to Ag Days and by 
the second day of the event he’d have 
to get a few hundred more printed to 
meet the demand. 

Today, they’re lucky if a couple hun-
dred catalogues are picked up. More 
people than ever head online to see 
what’s coming up for auction.

“So you have to stay with it,” Klassen 
says. “You have to embrace change … 
I have very good auctioneer friends 
who said, ‘I’m not getting involved in 
that crazy computer thing’ and, you 
know what, they have less auctions 
than I do.”

Still, as the agricultural industry 
moves increasingly away from small 
family farms to large corporations, 
there are fewer farm auctions to be 
had, even for someone trying to stay 
on the forefront of technology.

During busy years in the 1990s, 
Klassen and his staff would do nearly 
100 auctions a season, one almost ev-
ery single day of the week. This year’s 
schedule is still shaping up, but it’s 
not unusual for the company to do 
closer to 40 auctions a season, plus 
several charity events.

“At my age, I shouldn’t complain,” 
Klassen laughs, fi guring he’s proba-
bly personally done upwards of 3,500 
auctions over the years. “We’ve sold 
out so many farms … now there’s just 

Keeping up with changing times in the auction biz
From Pg. 20

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Auctioneer Bill Klassen has been doing what he loves for 50 years. His 
company, Bill Klassen Auctions, plans to mark the milestone with a 
celebration this July.

way fewer auctions to go around.”
Klassen suspects the real future of 

the auction industry in Manitoba is in 
real estate.

“We should get into selling more 
real estate, which we do a little bit of 
already. That is a very good trend to 
be in on.”

The offi cial date of Klassen’s an-
niversary is July 23—the day of that 
fi rst paid farm auction back in 1968—
and he’s hoping not only to have an 
auction scheduled for that weekend 
somewhere in the Pembina Triangle 
but also a celebration to thank the 
community for its support over the 
decades.

“I hope to book a really good auction 
for that day and have a party,” he says. 
“There’s a lot to celebrate.” 

Much thanks as well go to his staff 
over the years, Klassen stresses. To-
day’s group includes three auction-
eers besides Klassen and several sup-
port staff.

“I love what I do and I have a very 
good staff—and over the years I’ve 

always had good staff—that help me 
do it.”

Which is why Klassen says he’s in no 
hurry to put down the gavel for good 
any time soon.

“I like working with people. I like 
the calls … the excitement in the air,” 
he says. “As long as the Lord gives me 
health, I’ll keep going.”
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Piano in spotlight at arts festival
The Winkler Festival of the Arts con-

tinued last week with the piano ses-
sions.

They took place at the P.W. Enns 
Centennial Concert Hall and con-
cluded with performances and an 
awards evening Friday.

The winners in their classes were 
Jeremy Woo (Gr. 2), Emmalyn Klas-
sen (Gr 3), Rachel Klassen (Gr 4), Elias 
Mierau (Gr 5), Marcel Alles (Gr 6), Joy 
Xia (Gr 7), Kylee Klassen (Gr 8), Clar-

issa Unger (Gr 9), Hailey Buhler (Gr 
10), Benjamin Funk (Diploma), Kylee 
Klassen / Jakiya Friesen (Duets), Ja-
kiya Friesen (Sacred), Samuel Klassen 
(Popular) and Jaelynn Nickel (Stud-
ies).

Scholarships of varying levels and 
amounts were awarded to Janika Fri-
esen, Jeremy Lloyd, Owen Klassen, 
Sara Onishchuk, Tanis Wieler, Micah 
Loewen, Evelyn Alles, Samuel Klas-
sen, Bethany Wiebe, Naemi Schaefer 

and Jayden Wall as the adjudicator’s 
choice (Co-op) while Benjamin Funk 
received the Tina Wiebe scholarship.

Provincial recommendations were 
made for the following:

• Preliminary - Emmalyn Klassen, 
Jeremy Lloyd, Rachel Klassen, Sam 
Bergen

• Junior – Elias Mierau, Marcel Alles
• Intermediate – Joy Xia, Kylee Klas-

sen, Micah Loewen
• Advanced – Hailey Buhler, Clarissa 

Unger
• Senior – Banjamin Funk, Naemi 

Schaefer

PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Marlie Enns kicked off the piano awards night of the Winkler Festival 
of the Arts Friday with her performance of Bach.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Tina Wiebe Scholarship was presented by adjudicator Tracey Regi-
er Sawatzky to Benjamin Funk along with Jennifer Wiebe representing 
the Tina Wiebe family.

Grand fi nale for Morden arts festival

By Lorne Stelmach

The 43rd season of the Morden Festi-
val of the Arts concludes with the an-
nual hilites concert this weekend.

The festival’s grand fi nale takes 
place this Sunday starting at 2 p.m. at 
the Morden Alliance Church.

The concert showcases performanc-
es that have been recommended by 
the adjudicators of each discipline 
featured throughout the festival sea-
son including strings, sacred, piano, 

vocal and the French and English 
speech arts.

Awards will be presented to many 
festival participants including who 
have been recommended  to repre-
sent the local festival at the provincial 
level. 

As well, the 2018 Loreena McKen-
nitt Award will also be presented to 
a festival participant judged to have 
reached a level of excellence in his or 
her musical studies and who plans to 
continue studies and pursue a career 
in the performing arts.

Organizers said the concert prom-
ises to provide an entertaining after-
noon and encouraged people to come 
out and show their support of the tal-
ented, hard-working performers from 
the community.

It was a successful festival season 

overall with the 585 entries represent-
ing an increase 
of around 40 
from the previ-
ous year with 
the  most no-
table increase 
coming in the 
speech arts.

Sessions over 
the last two 
months provid-
ed performers 
with feedback 
from very quali-
fi ed adjudica-
tors in each dis-
cipline.

The festival 
aims to foster and promote continued 
interest, development and growth 

of talent within the arts community 
and provides a venue for 
student performance, in-
struction and adjudica-
tion in various areas of 
the arts. It strives to keep 
entry fees as low as pos-
ssible to encourage par-
ticipation while main-
taining fi nancial stability

Financial support is vi-
tal to help offset expens-
es, so donations can be 
mailed to Morden Festi-
val of the Arts, Box 493, 
Morden, MB, R6M 1A5

More information is 
available at the www.
mordenfestivalofthearts.

cfsites.org website  or contact Erika 
Dyck at 204-822-6825.

Morden wrapping  
up 43rd season with 
hilites concert IT WAS A SUCCESSFUL 

FESTIVAL SEASON 
OVERALL WITH 
THE 585 ENTRIES 
REPRESENTING 
AN INCREASE OF 
AROUND 40 FROM 
THE PREVIOUS YEAR
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Orioles looking to get new season going

By Lorne Stelmach

Jim Odlum welcomes the arrival of 
baseball season each 
spring.

A coach and the assis-
tant general manager 
for the Pembina Valley 
Orioles, Odlum always 
looks forward to see-
ing what talent might 
emerge for the coming 
Manitoba Junior Base-
ball League campaign. 

“You always get ex-
cited when you see 
that young guy coming 
in that you don’t re-
ally know much about 
... after the fi rst couple 
of practices, fi rst games ... you think 
you’ve got a real gamer here.”

Preparations for the new season 
were gearing up with Sheldon Berg-
man and Phil Hildebrand now also on 
board as part of the coaching staff.

The camp dates were set for this Sun-
day and the following Sunday from 1 
to 5 p.m. each day with the weather 
and conditions fi nally improving, said 
Odlum.

The Orioles tentatively have their 
traditional opening game with the Al-
tona Bisons set for May 9 at 7 p.m.

Pembina Valley will be looking to im-
prove upon their sixth 
place fi nish last year, 
though they had a good 
playoff run. 

After a two game quar-
ter-fi nal sweep of the 
fi fth place regional rival 
Altona Bisons, the Ori-
oles gave the eventual 
league champion St. 
James As a good semi-
fi nal battle before fall-
ing in four games.

“We started really 
slow last year, probably 
didn’t play to our poten-
tial at all ... at the end of 

the year, we started coming on,” said 
Odlum. “We had a great series against 

Altona and gave St. James all that they 
could handle and battled right to the 

VOICE FILE PHOTO
The Pembina Valley Orioles had a good playoff run last year, beating 
the Altona Bisons before falling to the eventual champion St. James 
As.

Pembina Valley 
looking to improve 
upon sixth place 
fi nish last year in 
MJBL

“I LIKE IT WHEN 
THERE’S A LOT 
OF PLAYERS 
SHOWING UP 
... SHOW WHAT 
YOU’VE GOT ... 
ANY PLAYER IS 
INVITED.”

sports&recreationorts
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Special Olympics coach honoured
By Lorne Stelmach

A local Special Olympics coach re-
ceived a provincial honour this past 
weekend.

Sabrina Klassen was among 58 
coaches who international coach-
ing certifi cates Saturday at the Sport 
Manitoba Coaching Manitoba Impact 
Awards ceremony.

It recognizes those  who  coached 
at an international event in 2017, and 
Klassen was one of three Manitoba 
coaches who were members of Team 
Canada at the 2017 Special Olympics 
World Games in Austria.

Klassen said it was nice to be recog-
nized, particularly for coaching at the 
international level as that was a great 
opportunity for her.

“To be able to coach at the world lev-

el, it’s an  honour to be able to repre-
sent your country ... and to see every-
one else from around the world doing 
the same thing ... it’s pretty cool,” said 
Klassen.

She added it was especially gratify-
ing for her to have the opportunity 
with Special Olympics, as it is an or-
ganization she is very much dedicated 
to being involved with, she said.

“I’ve been coaching for about 14 
years now,” noted Klassen. “It is a pas-
sion. It’s something I really love to do, 
and I don’t see myself not doing it.

“It’s great to see Morden has their 
two programs now,” she noted, adding 
as well that they “were looking at ex-
panding ... it’s awesome to be adding 
another sport and another program 
come next year. It’s great to see those 
things happening here.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Sabrina Klassen received an international coaching certifi cate along 
with fellow Special Olympics coaches Joanne Zahaiko and Ron Struch.

Continued on page 25
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Gearing up for the Games

By Lorne Stelmach

Area residents are again being invit-
ed to be part of Team Pembina Valley 
for the Manitoba 55 Plus Games.

The games are being held in Glen-
boro June  12 to 14, and Pembina Val-
ley games rep Lois Dudgeon is re-
cruiting anyone and everyone who’s 
interested in joining to represent the 
region.

“These 55 Plus Games have been 
running for 36 consecutive years since 
the fi rst games in 1983 and are still go-
ing strong,” said Dudgeon.

“The Manitoba 55 Plus Games are 
the only on-going multi-sport event 
for older adults in the province ... the 

games really do have something for 
everyone,” she added.

The games include such events as 
predicted walk/run, fi ve-pin bowl-
ing, golf, fl oor curling and shuffl e, 
scrabble, slo-pitch, snooker, swim-
ming, track and more with a total of 
24 events.  

New to the games in 2013 was the 
ever growing pickle ball, and demon-
stration events this year include ar-
chery, badminton and Belgian bowl-
ing.

“Most events are open, so you sim-
ply register for your event,” noted 
Dudgeon. “These games are all about 
fun, fi tness and friendship. By partici-
pating in the games, you’re not only 
getting active, you’re staying active 
long after the games are over.  

“It’s also about being part of the fun 
and making new friends for life, not to 
mention renewing the many friend-
ships from games past.”

Team Pembina Valley has remained 

constant at over 100 athletes in the 
past few years, and newcomers are al-
ways welcome, said Dudgeon.

The registration deadline for all 
events is May 11, and anyone who 55 
plus by the end of 2018 is eligible to 
participate.  

If you’re interested, you can contact 
Dudgeon at 204-822-6207 for more in-
formation, and you can also fi nd more 
details online at the www.alcoamb.
org website of the Active Living Co-
alition for Older Adults in Manitoba.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Members of Team Pembina Valley at the 2017 Manitoba 55 Plus Games.

Pembina Valley 
55 Plus team 
members wanted

Club honours members

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Morden Curling Club held its annual general meeting April 18 
and honoured two outstanding long time members. Club president 
Kevin Convery presented Dianne Lambert and Armand Tetreault with 
honorary life memberships in recognition of their contributions to 
the club.

end.”
It will be a bit of a rebuilding year 

for the Orioles, though that is always 
the reality at this level with players 
moving out of their junior eligibility.

“We lost seven guys last year, and 
of the seven guys that we lost, six 
were potential starters ... so we lost a 
bulk of our starting lineup,” he said.

“We have talked to a few players 
about coming back. I think there’s 
a lot of interest out there. We have 
nine guys who could be returning 
this year, I’m not sure if they all are 
... I’ve spoken to a majority of them.

“We also have a number of really 
good guys who are going to be able 
to step in,” he continued. “That’s ju-
nior ball every year. You have guys 
leave and new guys come in. Every 
spring, there’s new faces.”

Odlum said he thinks their pitch-
ing could potentially be strong and 

that they might also be pretty good 
at the bat, as he feels there is a good 
level of talent for them to draw on in 
the region.

“We have players coming from a 
large area ... last year we had kids 
from Carman, from Winkler, from 
Morden, Pilot Mound, Cartwright ... 
we cover a large area.”

So optimism reigns supreme at 
this point, and Odlum encouraged 
any and all eligible players to con-
sider coming out. 

“I like it when there’s a lot of play-
ers showing up ... show what you’ve 
got ... any player is invited,” he con-
cluded.

You can also follow the Pembina 
Valley Orioles on Facebook, and if 
interested in more information, con-
tact Sheldon Bergman at 204-362-
0335 or Odlum at 204-823-2495.

sports&recreationorts
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 >  ORIOLES, FROM PG. 24

Give us a call at 204-325-6888News or 
sports tip?
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GARAGE SALE
Moving Garage Sale! 
When: April 26, 27 & 
28. Where: 217 14th 
St. Morden, MB. Time: 
Thursday 26th & Fri-
day 27th 11 a.m. - 2 
p.m. and 4 p.m. - 8 
p.m. Saturday 28th, 12 
noon - 6 p.m. Items for 
sale! Country & West-
ern and some gospel 
and pop record collec-
tion, microwave stand, 
gardening tools, brand 
new juicer, and some 
other small appliances 
plus numerous miscel-
laneous items.

REAL ESTATE
 FOR SALE

Church for sale. Bids 
will be received until 
05/19/18. Highest bid or 
any bid not necessarily 
accepted. Glenboro Lu-
theran Church Box 325 
Glenboro, Manitoba 
R0K 0X0.

STEEL BUILDINGS
Steel Building 
Sale...”Big blow out sale 
– all buildings priced to 
clear!” 20X21 $5,560. 
23x23 $5,523. 25x25 
$6,896. 32X33 $9,629. 
33X33 $9,332. One end 
wall included. Pioneer 
Steel 1-855-212-7036.

WORK WANTED
Available to do renos, 
repairs, maintenance, 
painting, siding, roofs, 
fi x-ups. Residential or 
commercial. Call Bill at 
204-362-2645 or leave 
a message at 204-822-
3582.
–––––––––––––––––
Do-it-yourself project 
gone bad? Need help 
to start or fi nish? I can 
help. Call 204-362-
2645 or lve. message at 
204-822-3582.

HELP WANTED
Medical Transcription! 
In-demand career! 
Employers have work-
at-home positions avail-
able. Get online training 
you need from an em-
ployer-trusted program. 
Visit: CareerStep.ca/
MT or 1-855-768-3362 
to start training for your 
work-at-home career 
today!

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

Breaking news - amaz-
ing business concept. 
Increase’s investment 
value over 8 times in 
12 months. First inves-
tors can make a for-
tune. Call now for more 
info 1-866-668- 6629. 
Website www.sweet
sforacause.com

MISCELLANEOUS
Batteries for everything. 
Automotive, farm, con-
struction, ATV, marine, 
motorcycle, golf carts, 
phones, tools, radios, 
computers etc. Recon-
ditioned, obsolete and 
hard-to-fi nd batteries. 
Solar equipment. The 
Battery Man. Winnipeg 
1-877-775-8271 www.
batteryman.ca
–––––––––––––––––
Parts & full trailer re-
pair, trailer safeties & 
Autopac trailer repair. 
Sales, Leasing & Fi-
nancing of fl at-deck, 
dumpbox, cargo, 
gooseneck & util-
ity trailers & truck beds. 
Kaldeck Truck & Trailer, 
Hwy #1 MacGregor, 
MB. 1-888-685-3127.

MISCELLANEOUS
If you need affordable, 
quality, Manitoba made 
cabinets, prompt ser-
vice with free design, 
and professional instal-
lation try Fehr’s Cabinet 
Warehouse. We have 
province wide service 
and more. Phone 204-
746-2223 or Email 
office@fehrscabinets.
com
–––––––––––––––––
Power Up Lubricants 
Spring into Summer! 
Reduced fuel costs, ex-
tended oil life. Reduced 
wear, repairs, more 
power. Call 204-638-
6450, 1-866-848-8308. 
Let’s talk spring – Pow-
er Up.

WANTED
Old tube audio equip-
ment. 40 years or older. 
Amplifi ers, stereo, re-
cording and theatre 
sound equipment. 
Hammond organs, any 
condition. Call toll-free 
1-800-947-0393.

FARM 
MACHINERY

For sale: 4520 J Deere, 
120 HP, $11,000. 46A 
FEL available. Ph 204-
467-8530.

HEALTH
Are you suffering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & carti-
lage cell regeneration 
& development. Stone-
wall Elk Ranch Ltd., 
204-467-8884 or e-mail 
stonewoodelkranch@
hotmail.comoiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden
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FIND THE RIGHT 
PERSON FOR THE 
POSITION with an   

EMPLOYMENT/
CAREERS AD in

COMING EVENTS

GARAGE SALE

NOTICES

GARAGE SALE

134 ASH BAY,
WINKLER

(OFF LINDEN)

THURS & FRI.
MAY 3&4

10 AM - 8 PM
SAT., MAY 5
9 AM - 4 PM
HOPE TO SEE YOU!

GOSPEL 
MUSIC NIGHT
Sat., April 28, 2018

7:30 pm  at the
Winkler EMMC Church
600 Southview Dr. Winkler, MB 

Featuring:  My Anchor Holds 
(Plum Coulee / Winkler)

Jeff Wiebe & Friends
(Winkler MB)

Everyone Welcome! Freewill Offering
1000 Oaks Info Line (204) 822-1253

Website: thousandoaksinc.org    

Preschool Wellness Day

Please call BTHC Community Services at 
(204) 331-8841 to arrange an appointment

181-15th Street on Thornhill Street, Morden

(For families with children 3 1/2 - 4 years of age)

Professionals will be available to screen your child’s development in the following areas:

COMING EVENTS

THANK YOU

In this 7th festival of raptors, LUD of La Riviere Raptor Festival co-ordinators wish to express a huge thank 
you to everyone who contributed to the success of this year’s event.
To our valued sponsors and partners: A Rocha Pembina Valley Interpretive Centre, Pembina Manitou CDC, 
Golden West Radio - The Eagle 93.5FM, Pembina Valley Conservation District, To our partners Bird Studies 
Canada/Manitoba, Breeding Bird Atlas & Important Bird Areas, & Manitoba Chimney Swift Initiative, Wildlife 
Haven Rehabilitation Centre, Prairie Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre, Bird Studies Canada, Delta Marsh Bird 
Observatory, Burrowing Owl Recovery Project, Purple Martin Conservation Association, Central Manitoba 
Tourist Association, Pembina Community Services Board, Winkler Horticultural Society, Winkler’s Discovery 
Nature Centre. To Steve Loney, Allan Enns, Jamie Fox, and Tim Poole and all other partners who so gener-
ously donated auction prizes, to Pembina Valley Conservation District & Cliff Greenfeld for equipment and to 
Pembina Community Services Board for printed materials. To the many great volunteers who set up and took 
down all the hall materials; Amy, Lois, Kathy and crew who manned the canteen and prepared and served 
lunch, to Alfred, Don, Norm and John who barbequed,  To Melodie, Shaun and Carter for dining area cleanli-
ness and sanitary assistance, to Cindy, Coral and Jasmine at the front door and raffle tables, to Jamie who 
organized the kids activities, to Judy for the coloring contest prizes, to Paul and Leanna and Christian and 
tour guides Luc Blanchette and Frank Foidart who aided newcomers to birding, to traffic patrols Neil, Doug, 
Glen, Darlene and Josh who kept everyone safe, to the photo contest organizer Gloria Wiklund and judge Art 
Wiebe, and contest participants. To our junior crew Tyra, Tristan and Thomas Gerbrandt, Megan Dow, Daelyn 
and Kadrie Thompson for auction management and to Edith for her artistic assistance and creations. To the 
many willing volunteers who did so many jobs on and behind the scenes to help the festival run smoothly 
and to the many hands who made light work contributing to another successful festival.
Special thanks to Wayne Benedet who donated the photo canvas for the raffle and to Westoba Credit Union 
La Riviere Branch who assisted with display and ticket sales.  A very special thank you to Judy Robertson of 
Wildlife Haven who arranged for the release of the Bald Eagles, and to Dr. Christian Artuso who so willingly 
shared his knowledge of birds and enthusiasm for birding during his presentations. A huge thank you to 
the La Riviere Tourism committee members Norm Janzen and John and Kathy Gibbs who provide continual 
support and assistance to the co-ordinators: you are invaluable in this promotion.
Our list of thanks would not be complete without our thanks for continued support by our local newspapers: 
The Winkler-Morden Voice, Sentinel Courier and Western Canadian.

We could not have done it without you!
Finally, thanks to those who came out to enjoy the day with us – we appreciate your attendance and your support!

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU IN 2019 TO EXPERIENCE 
ANOTHER WONDER-FILLED DAY WITH RAPTORS

 This is the Year of the Bird:  “If you take care of birds, you take care of most of the environmental 
problems in the world.”  Thomas Lovejoy, Biologist and Godfather of Biodiversity

Keep your eyes to the skies – Paul Goossen and Ev Janzen, Co-ordinators

THANK YOU!
NOTICE OF HEARING

UNDER THE HIGHWAYS 
PROTECTION ACT

AND THE HIGHWAY TRAFFIC ACT
THE HIGHWAY TRAFFIC BOARD

Notice is hereby given that a hearing of the 
Highway Traffi c Board will be held on Tuesday, 
May 8, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 204-301 
Weston Street, Winnipeg MB R3E 3H4 Phone: 
(204) 945-8912.

PERMITS – PART I – SECTION 9 H.P.A. 
AND PART III – SECTION 17 H.P.A.

2/032/036/B/18 – 
JEFFREY & JUDY KLASSEN

Application for Dwelling with Attached Garage 
(Residential) adjacent to P.T.H. No. 32, N.W.¼ 
27-2- 4W, R.M. of Stanley.

The Highway Traffi c Board will be prepared to 
consider all submissions, written or oral, on the 
above applications by contacting the Secretary 
prior to or at the hearing.

200 - 301 Weston Street Michelle Slotin, Board Secretary
Winnipeg, MB R3E 3H4 THE HIGHWAY
Phone: (204) 945-8912 TRAFFIC BOARD

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE MATTER of the ESTATE 
OF: RICHARD (AKA “RICK”) 
ABRAM ENNS, late of the City of 
Winkler, in the Province of Mani-
toba, deceased.
ALL CLAIMS against the above 
Estate, duly verified by Statutory 
Declaration, must be sent to the un-
dersigned at 881 Thornhill Street, 
Morden, Manitoba, R6M 1J9, on or 
before the 31st day of May, 2018.
DATED at Morden, Manitoba, this 
17th day of April, 2018.

WIDMER LAW OFFICE
Solicitor for the Administrator

Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Applicants are to clearly demonstrate how they satisfy the selection criteria in their written submissions 
and must identify the competition number they are applying for in the subject line of the email.

An eligibility list may be created for similar casual, part-time, full-time, and term positions.

Duties: 
The Office Manager plays a key role in ensuring the efficient functioning of the administrative operation of the RRC Winkler 
Campus and will report to the Regional Campus Manager.
The Office Manager will supervise the activities of administrative staff, managing the schedule and workloads, and providing 
guidance in enrolment services functions such as student information systems, program admission requirements, student 
registration, tuition payment and invoicing processes.
The Office Manager will assistance with financial administration tasks, reporting and monitoring of operating expenses, 
manage purchases and contribute to the Academic, Research and Strategic plan for the College and Winkler Campus. 
The office manager will assist in the creation of the instruction schedules for the full-time programs, the administration 
of the employment agreements for instructors, and the planning and production of our Campus Brochure and scheduling 
of Continuing Education courses. The Office Manager will be responsible for the facility security (keys, codes), safety and 
emergency incident reports, management of office assets maintenance and repair (furniture, minor repairs, etc.) and assist 
staff with technology troubleshooting.

Required Qualifications:
Post-secondary diploma in Business, Administration, or Management. An equivalent combination 

  of relevant education, training and experience will be considered
Experience in general office management and administrative operations
Supervisory experience in a diverse work environment
Extensive Customer Service experience
Experience working both independently and as part of a team
Experience with the Microsoft Office suite (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook)
Experience working independently, including taking initiative and making on the spot decisions
Experience working as part of a team, including collaboration and providing supports
Ability to multi-task, work under pressure and meet deadlines in an organized manner
Effective analytical and problem-solving skills
Effective conflict resolution skills
Effective oral communication skills, including giving presentations
Effective written communication skills, including reports and correspondence
Excellent leadership skills
Excellent interpersonal skills 
Knowledge of FIPPA and PHIA 
Values Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Commitment to lifelong learning

Competition Number: 2018-038
Closing Date: May 4, 2018
Salary Range: $51,576 - $70,603 per annum

Apply to Red River College by email: humanresources@rrc.ca

Full-Time Position Available

Red River College is a leader in applied learning and innovation. Our talented team of employees is passionate about educa-
tion, innovation and student success. We offer competitive salaries, extensive benefits, and the opportunity for personal and 
professional growth in a rewarding career.

We seek diversity in our workplace. Aboriginal persons,women, visible minorities and individuals with disabilities are encouraged to apply.

WHAT WE’RE DOING IS WORKING.

Assets:
  Experience working with Colleague and Recruiter software systems
  Experience with the student enrolment service function at the post-secondary level
  Experience working with RRC’s Learning Management System, LEARN
  Experience with the RRC purchasing and financial processes and reporting
  Experience with Employment Agreements and Notice of Assignments

Conditions of Employment:
Applicants must be legally entitled to work in Canada
This position may be required to work evenings and/or weekends
Incumbent must provide a current and satisfactory Criminal Records Check
This position may be required to travel

during the application or selection process, Human Resources will 
work with the applicant to meet the accommodation needs.

For more information and other 
employment opportunities, blogs.rrc.ca/hr.

We thank all applicants for their interest, but only those selected for an interview will be contacted. Red River College pro-
vides accommodations to applicants with disabilities throughout the hiring process. If an applicant requires an accommodation 

NOTICES

HEARING  Morden Civic Centre
LOCATION: 195 Stephen St., Morden, MB
DATE &  Monday, April 30, 2018
TIME: @ 7:00pm
FROM: “CR” Community Reserve
TO: “PR” Parks and Recreation
AREA: LOT 11, BLOCK 6, PLAN 661
 MORDEN, MB 
 As shown outlined in red lines on 
 the map attached hereto as 
 Schedule “A”, and forming
 part of this by-law.
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
Martin Sandhurst, City Planner; 
Planning & Engineering
133 7th Street, Morden, MB. R6M 1V3
Phone: (204) 822-4434

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a 
PUBLIC HEARING will be held to receive representations 
from any person(s) who wish to make them in respect to 

the following matter: THE CITY OF MORDEN BY-LAW 
07-2018 Being an AMENDMENT to the CITY OF 
MORDEN ZONING BY-LAW 08-2017 as amended

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF 
THE PLANNING ACT NOTICE 

OF PUBLIC HEARING

A copy of the above proposal and supporting material may be inspect-
ed at the location noted above during office hours, Monday to Friday. 
Copies may be made and extracts taken therefrom, upon request.

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

JOHN BANMAN ESTATE AUCTION
SAT., APRIL 28, 10 AM  
Elm creek, 5 miles west on Hwy 2, then 

7 miles north on 29, and ½ mile west on 
Rd 53 north. Tractors: JD 4030 w/loader, 
4020 late model, two 4010’s, 535 baler, 
tools, yard items, butcher equipment,  9 
guns, etc. See the list on www, billklas-
sen.com Mike Banman 204-436-2162.

B
IL

L 
KLASSEN AUCTIONS LTD

1968-2018

A
N

NIVERSARY

AUCTION

AUCTION

Winkler & Morden Police Service

BICYCLE
AUCTION

Viewing at 5:30 pm
Southwest corner of Arena, 

600 Park St., Winkler
Auctioneer: Bill Klassen

Cheval Transport Ltd is a growing, progressive 
bulk commodity carrier located in Morden, MB.
We require long haul company drivers 
and Owner Operators to join our team!  

Cheval specializes in cross border hauls 
from Canada to most U.S. points.  

We offer good miles, Bi-weekly pay, 
paid pick ups and deliveries, newer 

equipment, good home time and benefits 
program.  Willing to train the right applicant.  

Please send resume with drivers abstract 
to Ron. Ph: 204-822-6798, Fax: 204-822-
4839 or email info@chevaltransport.com.

For more information go to 
www.chevaltransport.com

CAREERS

CAREERS REGISTRATION

Small Wonders
Nursery School/Les Petites Merveilles 

French Immersion Nursery School in Morden

OPEN HOUSE & 
REGISTRATION

*We are unable to enroll children already enrolled full time in a 
licensed child care center (not including home daycares)

Location: The Westside Community Church 
at 831 Thornhill St. - Morden (North Doors)

For more information call: 362-3317 
Or email smallwondersns@gmail.com

Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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MOBILITY

372 Stephen St.
Morden

204-822-6707

NATURAL 
FACTORS

SPRING 
FLYER

Runs
April 27 - 
May 27/18
4 Weeks

The Council of the City of Winkler, under the authority of The Planning Act, will hold a Public Hearing, 
at the Winkler Council Chamber, 185 Main Street, Winkler, Manitoba, on Tuesday, May 8th, 2018 at 
7:00 PM, at which time and place the Council will receive representations and objections from any 

persons who wish to make them in respect of By-Law No. 2213-18, of the City of Winkler.
The general intent of the above By-Law No. 2213-18, is to zone the land described below, 

Namely: 13015 Road 23 West, legally described as Lot 1, Plan 30052 MLTO
in the SW ¼ 8-3-4 WPM as shown outlined in a heavy solid line on the map attached 

hereto as Schedule “A”, and forming part of this by-law, be rezoned

CITY OF WINKLER   NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
UNDER THE PLANNING ACT

FROM:  “CR” COMMUNITY RESERVE ZONE
TO:  “RR” RURAL RESIDENTIAL ZONE

SCHEDULE “A”
To By-Law 2213-18

A copy of the above By-Law No. 2213-18, and supporting material may be inspected by 
any persons between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM, Monday to Friday, in the City 
Offi ce.
DATED at Winkler, in Manitoba, this 6th day of April, 2018.
Designated Offi cer
City of Winkler

NOTICES COMING EVENTS

PUZZLE NO. 524

ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 524

Copyright © 2010, Penny Press

ACROSS
1. Steeple part
6. Pouchlike part
9. Venetian ruler
13. Anglers' boots
15. Purplish shade
17. Poet Pound
18. Glacial cover
19. Embarrass
20. Sow's mate
21. Fuel for KITT
22. Hat
24. Mulligan ____
26. Zip
27. Allied by nature
29. Theft
31. Enchant
34. Iron, e.g.
35. Manners
36. Desert retreat
38. Dress for Caesar
41. Militarize
42. Ape
44. Place of worship
46. Equestrian's leash

48. Dizziness
50. Mexican

food item
51. Reason
53. Buzzing insect
55. Roll
56. Gauzy fabric
57. Moonlike
58. Untrue
60. Circle around
62. Aquatic mammal
64. Rapid ____
67. Skirt panel
68. Bad actor
69. Straightforward
71. "The ____ is

mightier . . ."
72. Poorly lit
75. Of the ear
77. Cleanse
79. Convert to

a cryptogram
82. Go up
83. Dinghy support
84. Muss

85. Farr's feature
86. Lease
87. Attack

DOWN
1. Gulp
2. Tropical rodent
3. Roman date
4. Family room
5. Gay Nineties, e.g.
6. Bro or sis
7. Cry of dismay
8. Large dwellings
9. Society gal
10. Atmosphere

layer
11. Wheat, for one
12. Ahead of

schedule
14. Tear apart
15. Tyke
16. Bamboozle
23. Revenue
25. Ire

27. Overpowering
respect

28. "____ of the
Spider Woman"

30. Influence
31. Northern
32. Weasel
33. Barbers' trim
34. Newsreel maker
35. "Eyes of Laura

____"
37. Soft fabric
39. Pin-up girl
40. Blame
43. College vine
44. Adult scrod
45. Whetstone
47. Sheer curtain

fabric
49. Mechanic's milieu
52. Body

54. Yonder
57. Exact
59. Grabbed a bite
61. Having two feet
63. Work for nine
64. Rose spike
65. Percentage
66. Not right
70. Cathedral part
71. "____ Sematary"
72. Makeshift bed
73. Loiter
74. Run into
76. Bee chaser
78. Use a bench
80. Head
81. Prompter's

offering

take a break
> GAMES

Sudoku Answer
Crossword Answer

 2. __ fi de (Latin)
 3. At all times
 4. Hindu female deity
 5. Tufts of hairs on plant seeds
 6. Edited
 7. Portuguese archipelago
 8. Your parents’ brothers
 9. Pakistani city
10. Farewell
11. Short sleep sessions
13. Remove salt
17. Drug offi cers
24. One and only
25. The Golden State
26. Fabric baby carrier (abbr.)
27. Quid pro __
28. New England research 

university
29. Baseball pitcher’s stat

35. Western India island
36. __ Angeles
37. Midway between east and 

southeast
38. British singer Stewart
40. Suggesting the horror of 

death and decay
41. Riding horse
42. Where wrestlers work
43. Regions
44. Of a main artery
45. Not classy
47. Competed against
48. Biscuit-like cake
49. Large ankle bones
52. Computer company
53. “Friends” actress Kudrow
54. “Chocolat” actress Lena
55. Brain folds

CLUES ACROSS
 1. In bed
 5. Project portfolio management
 8. __ Bator: Mongolian capital
12. Roamed
14. Notre Dame legend 

Parseghian
15. Nothing (Spanish)
16. Not level
18. Self-contained aircraft unit
19. Baseball broadcaster Caray
20. __ Tomei, actress
21. “The Raven” writer
22. Bathrooms
23. Skilled inventors
26. Forcefully silence
30. Remove
31. The arrival of daylight
32. Split lentils
33. “Walking Dead” actress
34. A lazy person
39. Doctors’ group
42. Crooks
44. Fragrant essential oil
46. Conjured
47. One who predicts
49. Scarlett’s home
50. Television network
51. Something comparable to 

another
56. What a thespian does
57. Word element meaning life
58. Italian island
59. “King of Queens” actress 

Remini
60. Jogged
61. Norse gods
62. Lazily
63. Midway between northeast 

and east
64. Hindu queen
CLUES DOWN
 1. Top Rank boxing promoter

McSherry Auction 
12 Patterson Dr. 
Stonewall, MB
Estate & Moving Auction
Sat April 28 @ 10:00 AM
Estate & Moving Auction
Sat May 12th @ 10:00 AM
Yard * Recreation * 
Tools * Misc * Antiques * 
Household*  Go To Web!
Call to Consign –Trucking 
Available!
(204) 467-1858 or 
(204) 886-7027 
www.mcsherryauction.com

Hip or knee 
replacement?
Problems walking or 
getting dressed?   The 
Canadian Government 
may owe you a:

$2,500
Yearly Credit

$20,000
Lump Sum Refund

The Disability Credit 
Service. Lowest rate in the 
industry.

For reliable expert 
service CALL

204-453-5372

WINNIPEG
PHILATELIC

SOCIETY
Annual Stamp 
& Coin Show

Friday, May 4
1 - 6pm

Saturday, May 5
10 - 6pm

Sunday, May 6
10 - 4pm

Sunova Centre 
(West St. Paul)

Main St. & North 
Perimeter

www.wps.mb.ca
204-582-1334

McSherry Auction 
12 Patterson Dr. 
Stonewall, MB
Auction Sale For Late 
Jack Mulvena
Sunday May 6 @ 10am
Featuring 500 Oil Cans * 
Many Rare Signs * Railway 
* License Plates * General 
Store Items * Cast Seats * 
Bells * Traps * Go To Web!
Stuart McSherry
Stonewall, MB
(204) 467-1858 or  
(204) 886-7027 
www.mcsherryauction.com

Meyers Auction
 10 a.m. May 5th 2018 

Moving auction for 
Ben Penner 

And consigners 
Polonia Manitoba 

Woodworking equipment 
shop tools and much more 

Bradley Meyers 
Auctioneer 

204-476-6262
www.meyersauctions.com

WE’RE LOOKING FOR 

Class 1 O/O’s & 
Company Drivers!

We offer competitive 
miles and pay package.  

New Class 1 drivers 
welcome! Terminals in 

Blumenort and Brandon. 
Contact us!

www.slt.ca
recruiter@slt.ca
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OBITUARY

John Klassen
1933 - 2018

On Thursday, April 19, 2018 at Resthaven Nursing Home in 
Steinbach, MB, John Klassen aged 84 years formerly of Winkler 
went to his eternal rest.

He leaves to mourn his passing his wife, Mary; one daughter, 
Tracy (Harv) Friesen; one son, Bernie Klassen; fi ve grandchildren; 
four great-grandchildren; two sisters; two brothers and their 
families. He was predeceased by his parents, Jacob and Susan 
Klassen, two sisters and two brothers.

Funeral service was held at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday April 24, 2018 
at Wiebe Funeral Chapel in Morden with interment at Southside 
Cemetery.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

A special thank you to those from near and far 
for helping me celebrate my 90th birthday. My 
family and friends made it very special for me 
and I will never forget the love that everyone 
showed me. Thank you for all of the cards, 
gifts, telephone calls and visits. Thank you to 
Ardelle and Brian from the Miami Variety for the 
delicious food.

-Sincerely,
Jean Spencer

Bergman-Holenski
Regan and Dallas, along with their parents 
Christine and Sheldon and Shannon and Glen, 
are excited to announce their engagement. A 
wedding on the family farm is planned for Au-
gust 4th, 2018.

Bridal Shower - A bridal shower in Regan’s 
honour will be held on Sunday, April 29th, 2 
p.m. at the Evergreen Club in Darlingford.

Social Evening - A Social Evening for Regan 
and Dallas will be held on Saturday, June 9th, 
at the Morden Access Centre.
 

John J. Hamm’s
98th Birthday

Thank you for joining us in the celebration of 
John J. Hamm’s 98th Birthday on Sunday, April 
22, at Salem Home. We Praise the Lord for a 
dad who is a good example of what it means 
to live a full life with thankfulness and content-
ment in all circumstances. 
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OBITUARY

Susana Miller (nee Doerksen)
1916 – 2018

Susana (Doerksen) Miller passed away Saturday, April 14, 2018. 
She spent the last few years of her life at Boyne Lodge Personal 
Care Home in Carman, Manitoba. She read the Bible every day 
until her eyes failed her.

Susana was born on September 12, 1916, to Maria (Braun) and 
Gerhard G. Doerksen on a farm in Reinthal, a few miles outside 
of Plum Coulee, Manitoba. She was the youngest of 14 children. 
When she was 11 years old the family moved from the farm into the 
Village of Winkler. She walked part of the way behind a wagon of 
hay with a cow tied to the back of it. As she grew older she worked 
for the Jewish families in the community doing laundry, cleaning, 
etc. to help out the family. She met the love of her life, Jacob L. 

Miller and in 1935 they married. They lived in Winkler, then moved to Strassberg to look after a 
school there. From there they moved to Emerson where Jake worked for a farmer. In 1951 they 
moved to Ontario where he worked as a carpenter and she did housework. She also worked 
in the orchards picking fruit. Oh, how she loved fresh fruit. In 1956 they moved to Michigan 
where she also did housework. Jake worked as a fi nish carpenter and together they built a lot 
of furniture at home for others. In 1968, for health reasons, they returned to Winkler where they 
bought his mother’s place at the corner of Mountain and 1st Street. Susana and Jake were 
baptized in 1973 and became members of the Sommerfeld Mennonite Church in Winkler. She 
began to volunteer her time at the Salem Home in Winkler and at the age of 77 was recognized as 
Activity Volunteer of the Year in 1994, by the Manitoba Activity Therapists Association. She had 
spent over 2,700 hours as a volunteer. Susana kept the old German language. She loved to read 
it and sing songs in German. She went many places to sing old German hymns to seniors. They 
loved to hear songs they remembered from the old days. Writing poetry was also something she 
enjoyed. She had two books of poetry published, one of her English poems and one of her Low 
German poems. A story of her life (Tonight I Will Dance) was also published.

Susana and Jake were blessed with eight children. Harold passed away in 2017. Surviving are 
Esther (Bill) Zacharias of Morden; Harvey, Marlene, Tillie, Dolores (Jim) Britton, and Isaac, all of 
Michigan and Berniece (Gary) Johnson of Saskatchewan. She was predeceased by her husband, 
Jake Miller in 1987; granddaughter, Linda Lee Miller in 1983; and grandsons, Joseph, and Ken 
Miller in 2014. She leaves to mourn 21 grandchildren, 21 great-grandchildren, and eight great-
great-grandchildren.

Memorial service was held at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, April 20, 2018 at Winkler Sommerfeld 
Mennonite Church with interment prior at Winkler Cemetery.

If friends so desire, donations may be made in Susana’s memory to either the Boyne Lodge 
Personal Care Home (designated to the Activities Program) or the Winkler Sommerfeld Mennonite 
Church.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

OBITUARY

Margaretha Banman (nee Krahn)
1925 – 2018

On Wednesday, April 18, 2018 at Salem Home in Winkler, MB, 
Margaret Banman aged 93 years formerly of Kronsgart went to her 
eternal rest.

She is survived by her daughter-in-law, Pamela Banman; fi ve 
grandchildren; 15 great-grandchildren and three great-great-
grandchildren. She was predeceased by her husband, George P 
Banman in 2015; one son, Gary in 2002 and one daughter, Barbara 
in 1977.

Funeral service was held at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, April 23, 
2018 at the Grace Mennonite Church with interment at the Winkler 
Cemetery.

If friends so desire, donations may be made in Margaret’s 
memory to the Salem Foundation Inc.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

OBITUARY

Helena Driedger (nee Rempel)
1935 – 2018

On Tuesday, April 17, 2018 at Salem Home in Winkler, MB, Helen 
Driedger, aged 82 years, went to her eternal rest.

She leaves to mourn her passing one daughter, Linda and 
Cornie Quiring; four sons, David and Eva Driedger, Peter and Anne 
Driedger, Abe and Liz Driedger, Bill and Kathy Driedger as well 
as 24 grandchildren, numerous great-grandchildren, four sisters, 
seven brothers and their families.

She was predeceased by her husband, Frank F Driedger in 2005, 
a grandson in infancy, grandson, Donald Driedger, one sister and 
one brother.

Funeral service was held at 2:00 p.m. on Monday, April 23, 2018 
at the Reinland Mennonite Church, Winkler with interment at 

Reinland Mennonite Church Cemetery, Schanzenfeld.
If friends so desire, donations may be made in Helen’s memory to the Salem Foundation Inc.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com
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OBITUARY

Henry Martens
1922 - 2018

Henry Martens was born September 2, 1922 to Jacob and 
Helena (Wiebe) in Russia. He came to Canada along with his 
parents as an infant and settled in the village of Neuhorst near 
Gretna. He married Gertruda Driedger, daughter of Johann and 
Katrina (Dueck) Driedger at her family’s farm yard at Neuhoffnung 
on September 27, 1947.

Surviving him are his wife of 70+ years, Gertrude; four children: 
Helen (Larry) Frith, Elsie (Ernest) Neufeld, John (Marilyn), Jake 
(Dorothy); eight grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren; one 
brother, Peter and three sisters-in-law as well as many nieces and 
nephews.

Dad was baptized into the Blumenorter Mennonite Church, 
later attending the Bergthaler Church at MacGregor and then joining the Whitewater Mennonite 
Church at Boissevain and fi nally transferring to the Winkler Mennonite Church when they moved 
to Winkler. Dad and Mom farmed most of their married life: fi rst at Clearwater, then at Castle 
Point (near Carberry) and fi nished their farming career at Boissevain retiring in 1986 from a mixed 
farming and small dairy operation. He loved the animals he cared for and working the land.

After retiring Dad and Mom enjoyed camping in their little boler trailer and going on bus trips. He 
enjoyed playing chess, crokinole, watching TV and reading. Dad loved to sing and was defi nitely 
an asset to any choir or singing group he joined. He enjoyed gospel music especially if played 
with a lively beat and even in the last few days when he wasn’t responding verbally would tap his 
toes to the beat of music played in his room. He was always a quiet, gentle person, hardworking 
and very honest. When his memory started to fail he had to give up his driver license, but he 
realized it was for the best and quietly dealt with that loss of independence. The last couple of 
years were very diffi cult with failing health and memory so was quite bored and slept a lot which 
has been diffi cult for the family to watch and extremely diffi cult for his life mate who couldn’t 
understand the gradual loss of memory. Dad fractured a hip end of March and complications 
following led to his demise. He left for his heavenly home on Wednesday, April 18, 2018 with 
family at his bedside and will be greatly missed.

Funeral service was held at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 21, 2018 at the Winkler Mennonite 
Church with interment at the Rudnerweide Cemetery.

If friends so desire, donations may be made in Henry’s memory to the Salem Foundation Inc.

Mary Klassen (nee Franz)
1932 - 2018

On Sunday, April 15, 2018 at Rock Lake Personal Care Home, 
Mary Klassen left this world as she lived - with family beside her, 
in peace and grace to enter the arms of Jesus, her saviour, joining 
her husband John in their heavenly home.

Cherishing a lifetime of memories are her four children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren: daughter, Luella (David) 
Seabaugh; their children, Jennifer (Chris) Brannock, their children, 
Ty and Trent; Charles (Amy) Allen, their children, Noah, John, 
Caroline and Levi; Sarah (Stephan) Parent, their children, Liam 
and Isabelle; daughter, Ingrid (Menno) Dyck; their children, Melany 
(Trent) Krahn, their children, Rayah and Grayden; Carey (Jen) 
Dyck, their son, Braxton; son, Raymond (Charlotte) Klassen; their 

children, Janessa (Ben) Damphouse, Seth and Luke; son, Arnold (Margo) Klassen; their children, 
Adam (Felicia) Klassen, their children, Lochlan and Bodhin; Jessica Klassen, her son, Amarii; 
Gina (Josh) Friesen, their children, Henry and Jaxon as well as brother, Peter (Margaret) Franz 
and many nieces and nephews.

In 1926 Mary’s parents and three siblings joined Russian Mennonites leaving Ukraine to start 
a new life in rural Manitoba. Here Mary’s older brother, Ed and she were born, Mary in October

1932. Their fi rst farmhouse near Boissevain had a dirt fl oor. Amidst farm chores, tending plants 
and animals, Mary recalled abundant music, love and optimism born of a reliance on faith in 
God and Jesus. She publicly declared her faith in Jesus with her baptism in May, 1951. Mary 
remembered the thrill of ordering two dresses from the Eaton’s catalogue; worn alternately for 
a week at a time, at a cost of 50 cents each. She was 10 before she saw food in a tin can. An 
avid, life-long learner, Mary loved fl owers, cared for others, mastered piano and needlework. 
Her gifted hands created so much beauty! Many were blessed by her sewing, wheat weaving, 
knitting, crocheting and tatting skills. Her local school ended at grade 8. Mary completed grade 
9 through correspondence courses and attended the Mennonite Collegiate Institute in Gretna for 
grades 10-12. After graduation she earned her teaching certifi cate at Normal School in Winnipeg 
and was hired as teacher in Blumenort, Manitoba. Here she met “tall, dark, handsome--and 
important to her--Christian,” John Klassen. Mary married John in 1954 and moved to a house 
John built on the Jacob H. Klassen farmstead in Blumenort. Their family grew as they farmed 
and were active in the community and Blumenort Mennonite Church. Mary’s children remember 
her gentle way of working alongside them doing chores, reading to them and her keen interest in 
others, including their friends. She had a gift for hospitality and making others feel welcome and 
important. After moving to Winkler, John and Mary enjoyed their garden (who would grow the 
fi rst tomato?), tending fl owers, neighbours, and most especially, creating a warm welcome with 
hugs, a listening ear, family gatherings and treats--a basket of Smarties (“happy pills”) always 
ready for grandchildren.

...Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience.  –Colossians 3:12
Memorial service was held at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 21, 2018 at the Blumenort Mennonite 

Church, Rosetown, with interment prior at the Blumenort Cemetery.
In lieu of fl owers, donations in remembrance of Mary Klassen may be made to Blumenort 

Mennonite Church, Missions.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
in care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com
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OBITUARY

Robert James Toews
1939 - 2018

It is with great sadness and heavy hearts that we announce the 
passing of Robert James Toews (Bob), on Thursday, April 19, 2018 
at the age of 78. Bob passed away quietly at his home after a long 
battle with asbestosis.

He leaves to mourn his wife of 57 years, Mary; two sons, Scott 
(Tessa) and Carl (Karen) and their two children, Madelyn and 
Danika; a brother, Ed (Helen) and their daughter, Yvonne (Peter). 
Bob also leaves sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law and many 
nieces and nephews. Bob was predeceased by his parents, William 
and Maria; his sister, Vera and her husband, Harris; brothers-in-
law, Dave Hiebert, Art McGinnis and sister-in-law, Pat Patterson.

Cremation has taken place. Memorial service will take place at 
2:00 p.m. on Friday, May 4, 2018 at the EMM Church 600 Southview Dr. in Winkler with interment 
prior at the Winkler Cemetery.

If friends so desire, donations may be made in Bob’s memory to the Boundary Trails Health 
Centre Foundation designated to Palliative Care.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

OBITUARY

Debra Regina Hazel Libbrecht
 (nee Renton)
1955 – 2018

With heavy hearts, we the family of Debra Libbrecht age 63 of 
Kaleida, MB formerly of The Pas passed away peacefully at Grace 
Memorial Hospital on Tuesday, April 17, 2018 with her family at 
her side.

Deb was born in Gladstone, Manitoba on March 22, 1955. Deb 
graduated with honours from Morden Collegiate Institute. Soon 
after graduating Deb met her future husband, Gerald Libbrecht, 
which took them to The Pas, where they started their life together. 
Her career started at Keewatin Community College as the 
administrator for the next 21 years. Her next endeavour was at 

Tolko where she worked for the next 15 years until she retired. Deb loved her special time with her 
grandchildren, fi shing at Rocky Lake with friends and family, loved “playing“ in her greenhouse to 
beautify their yard while she listened to country music.

Deb leaves to mourn her passing one son, Derrick; two grandchildren, Damian and Evony; 
one grandson, Rory Libbrecht; three sisters, Cindy (Abe) Froese, Kim (Lorne) Zacharias, Brenda 
(Howie) Sanderson and their families; numerous nieces, nephews, great nieces and great 
nephews. Deb was predeceased by her husband, Gerald (Fish); one son, Robert; her parents, 
Reginald and Audrey Renton; one sister, Colleen and one nephew, Tanner.

Cremation has taken place. A family memorial with ash interment will be held at the Chapel 
Cemetery Columbarium at Wiebe Funeral Chapel in Morden at a later date.

If friends so desire donations may be made in Debra’s memory to the Pembina Valley Humane 
Society.

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
in care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com
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WWW.SOUTHLANDHONDA.COM
325-7899

SCOTT CHUCK JODY WAYNE GREG

HONDA.CA

WWW.SOUTHLANDHONDA.COM204-325-9511
W W W . J A N Z E N C H E V R O L E T. C A

KURT MILLER
KURT@JPB.CA

 HENRY BLATZ
HENRY@JPB.CA

KEVIN TALBOT
KEVIN@JPB.CA

ERIC THIESSEN
ERIC@JPB.CA

SHIRLEY JANZEN
SHIRLEY@JPB.CA

HONDA
690 MEMORIAL DRIVE 
W W W . H O M E T O W N F O R D . C A

Bob Derksen Brian Derksen Konrad Friesen John Friesen Bob Peters

Permit No. 1162 Since 1955Siit N 1162 Permit #2816

Permit #9725

2014 CHEVROLET CRUZE LT
1.4L 4 CYLINDER, AUTO, A/C, TILT, CRUISE, POWER 

WINDOWS & POWER DOOR LOCKS, CLOTH INTERIOR, 
REMOTE VEHICLE START, USB PORT, ETC

Inquire for Price

2012 HONDA CIVIC LX
AUTO, A/C, TILT, CRUISE, POWER WINDOWS & POWER 

DOOR LOCKS, CLOTH INTERIOR, BUCKET SEATS, 
REMOTE VEHICLE START, ETC

Inquire for Price

2014 FORD EDGE SEL AWD
3.5L V6, AUTO, A/C, TILT, CRUISE, POWER WINDOWS & POWER 
DOOR LOCKS, LEATHER INTERIOR, BUCKET SEATS, SUNROOF, 

HEATED FRONT SEATS, NAVIGATION, BLUETOOTH, 
DUAL CLIMATE CONTROL, ETC

Inquire for Price

STK# W7760A

STK# W6207A

STK# W6938C

ONLY 
42,600KM

#/£ Limited time lease offers from Honda Canada Finance Inc. (HCFI), On Approved Credit. Weekly 
lease offers apply to a new 2018 Civic 4D LX, model FC2E5JE for a 60-month period, for a total of 
260 payments of $59 leased at 2.99% APR. 100,000 kilometre allowance (12 cents/km excess 
charge applies). Total lease obligation is $15,340. Lease obligation includes freight and PDI of 
$1,655, Federal air conditioning charge, tire levy and other applicable fees except PPSA lien 
registration fee of $52.76 and lien registering agent’s fee of $5.25, which are both due at time of 
delivery. No down-payment required. Taxes, license, insurance and registration are extra. Dealer 
may lease for less. #/£ Offers valid from April 3, 2018 through April 30, 2018 at participating 
Honda retailers. Offers valid only for Manitoba residents at Honda Dealers of Manitoba locations. 
Weekly leasing available on terms of 36 months or greater. Offers subject to change or cancellation 
without prior notice. Offers only valid on new in-stock 2018 vehicles. While quantities last. Dealer 
order or trade may be necessary. Visit HondaManitoba.com or your Manitoba Honda dealer for 
details. *None of the features described are intended to replace the driver’s responsibility to 
exercise due care while driving. Drivers should not use handheld devices or operate certain vehicle 
features unless it is safe and legal to do so. Some features have technological limitations. For 
additional feature information, limitations and restrictions, please visit www.honda.ca/disclaimers 
or refer to the vehicle’s owner’s manual.  NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Open to age of majority 
residents of Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. Enter when you purchase, lease or finance a 
new and previously unregistered 2018 Honda model from an authorized Honda Dealer in Alberta, 
Saskatchewan or Manitoba between March 1/18 (7:00 a.m. MT) and April 30/18 (8:59:59 p.m. 
MT). One prize available consisting of a cheque in the amount of the selling price (inclusive of 
applicable fees and taxes) of the eligible vehicle. Skill-testing question required. Odds depend 
on number of eligible entries. Full rules (including no purchase entry and prizing details) at 
HondaManitoba.com.

DOWN PAYMENT

$0

Apple CarPlay™ 
& Android Auto™ *

Heated 
Front Seats Multi-Angle  

Rearview Camera*  
with Dynamic 

Guidelines

HHeat dted

YOU COULD

WHEN YN OU BUY ANY 2018 MODEL
YOYOYOYOYOYOURURUURURU HHHHONONONONONO DADADADADADA!!!!!ΩΩΩ

LAST OF THE 2017’S 
CLEARANCE PRICED!

$19,313 PLUS 
GST/PST

NOW 
ONLY

HFE205

HFC110

HFU005

MSRP   $22,313
DISCOUNT    -3,000

$19,348 PLUS 
GST/PST

NOW 
ONLY

$25,237 PLUS 
GST/PST

NOW 
ONLY

“NEW” 2017 
FOCUS SE
SEDAN

“NEW” 2017 
FUSION SE

“NEW” 2017 
FIESTA SE 
HATCHBACK

WAYNE CHUCK BILL JODY DANIEL

MSRP   $24,348
DISCOUNT    -5,000

MSRP   $30,188
Remote Start   +$549

DISCOUNT    -5,500
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