
Got Connections?
When we connect, we belong.

Scan the QR Code to help build 
connections in your community. 

PKF Lawyers, Manitoba’s law firm. Providing 

trustworthy, expert, real-world results since 1924. 

Ready to serve today, tomorrow, always. pkflawyers.com
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Giving backGiving back

PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Morden Area Foundation chair Brad Ritchie (left) and granting committee member Edith Lovatt (right) presented Mike Lawson of the 

École Discovery Trails parent advisory council with a grant for their playground project. It was part of $86,000 in grants handed out 

to local organizations and projects last week. For the full story, see Pg. 14.

ioiceV iWinkleroiceV Morden



2   The Voice  Thursday, February 12, 2026

26022TA0

“It is a place for community”

By Ashleigh Viveiros

A new drop-in program at Winkler’s 
Meridian Exhibition Centre is bring-
ing people of all walks of life together 
each week for a few hours of playful 
fun.

The city’s recreation department 
in partnership with Central Station 
Community Centre and the Eden 
Health Care Services housing and 
supports program earlier this year 
launched the Community Connec-
tions program, which takes over the 
turf space every Tuesday morning 
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Anyone and everyone is invited to 
stop by during that time to enjoy free 
turf activities such as casual soccer or 
a myriad of lawn games, or to take a 
few laps around the walking track. 
Snacks and drinks are also provided.

“There just seemed to be a need for 
a space to get people out of the house 
and out doing something,” said Win-
kler recreation programmer Meg 

Dias.
“Since I started my position here, 

the goal has been to fi ll the building 
as many hours as we can,” she not-
ed. “And if you’re ever here on eve-
nings and weekends, it’s packed. But 
how do we get that feeling during the 
[week]day? So we’ve been trying to 
fi ll the hours with programming that 
meets the needs.”

MEC already has turf programs up 
and running for seniors, homeschool 
families, and parents with young chil-
dren, so adding this new one to the 
mix with a much broader focus fi t 
right in.

“It’s open to anybody, and I would 
love to see more people using it sim-
ply because I think it shows the di-
versity of our community,” Dias said. 
“It helps to welcome people and 
make people feel included in our ev-
er-growing community ... this isn’t 
just a hockey rink or a fi eld space for 
soccer or baseball—it is a place for 
community.”

Crystal Harsant, a support worker 
for Eden’s Central Commons facility, 
was on hand at last week’s session 
with several residents.

 PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Above: Participants in last week’s Community Connections program got in touch 

with their inner child for a game of dodgeball. The free turf program runs Tuesday 

mornings and provides access to a variety of games, including soccer (below).

New rec. program 
at MEC looking to 
build connections

Continued on page 13
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Shoe Repair

WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
YOUR FAMILY FOOTWARE STORE

WINKLER, MB • Ph: 325-5538
Service & Selection Guaranteed 

Company charges welcome (must be arranged ahead of time) GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 
Saturday 9:30am to 4:00 pm
325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

JEWELRY • BUCKLES HATS JEWELRY • BUCKLES HATS 
WALLETS • PURSES 20% OFFWALLETS • PURSES 20% OFF

SLIP INS & CLOGS SLIP INS & CLOGS 
$50 - $100.00$50 - $100.00

OLD WEST BOOTS OLD WEST BOOTS 
25% OFF25% OFF

CSA KEENCSA KEEN
25% OFF25% OFF

WINTER WEAR 30% OFFWINTER WEAR 30% OFF

CLARKS 25% OFFCLARKS 25% OFF

SWEET DEALS  ~  SWEET DEALS  ~  GREAT GIFTSGREAT GIFTS CUSTOMER APPRECIATION BASKET
ENTER NOW!

HOURS OF OPERATION: 
Monday - Friday

9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

324 CARGILL ROAD, WINKLER
SHOP AND 
DONATE

NEW ITEMS GOING 
OUT DAILY

Pride festivities coming to Winkler for the first time 
By Ashleigh Viveiros

After stints in Morden, Altona, and 
Carman, the Pembina Valley Pride 
2026 celebration is coming to Winkler.

The 2SLGBTQIA+ organization an-
nounced last week that their sixth an-
nual Pride event will take place in the 
city on Saturday, June 13.

“Every year after our Pride festivi-
ties, we put out a survey post-event: 
what did we do well, what could we 
improve on, where would you like to 
see it happen next year? And every 
year Winkler was in there and last 
year it was the number one location,” 
shared Pauline Emerson-Froebe, 
president of Pembina Valley Pride. “It 
is the largest community in the Pem-
bina Valley, so it would only make 
sense that sooner or later we’d come 
to Winkler ... it is time.”

Emerson-Froebe acknowledges this 
decision isn’t sitting well with some 
people. News of the announcement 
immediately ignited a fl urry of social 
media posts, some supportive and 
some decidedly negative.

She hopes Winklerites will extend 
Pride participants the same respect 
they’d expect from other community 
members at their own public gather-
ings.

“We just want everybody to have 
respect for each other, be nice to each 
other, be decent to each other. I don’t 
think that is an unreasonable ask.”

The entire point of a Pride event, 
Pauline Emerson-Froebe stressed, is 
to acknowledge that 2SLGBTQIA+ 
people exist and to provide a space 
where they can celebrate with others. 
This can be especially important in 
traditionally conservative communi-
ties where being diff erent can be in-

credibly isolating.
“It does get really lonely ... am I the 

only one? And then people want to 
leave and in doing that they take their 
talents, they take their personalities, 
they take it all and they leave,” she 
said.  

“We’re having it in Winkler to show 
the folks in Winkler, the queer people 
in Winkler—because there are some—
that they deserve to exist and to be 
loved within the community,” Emer-
son-Froebe said. “Every time we have 
come to a diff erent community, it has 
made such a powerful impact on the 
queer folks of that community.”

This year’s Pride won’t include a 
march through town but will instead 
be focused on a rally featuring guest 
speakers, stage performances, and 
other activities taking place at one lo-
cation. Organizers are also planning 
to double security to ensure everyone 
participating feels safe.

Emerson-Froebe hopes some of the 
more hateful comments made online 
this past week aren’t an indication of 
how the event will be greeted in real 
life by Winklerites. She reminds peo-
ple that no one is obligated to partic-
ipate in Pride if they don’t feel com-
fortable doing so.

“If this isn’t your groove, by all 
means fi nd something else you want 
to do that day,” she said, noting it’s 
like any other community gathering 
in that “if you don’t want to go to it, 
don’t go to it.

“We’re not trying to indoctrinate 
anybody with this. We’re just doing 
this for the [2SLGBTQIA+] communi-
ty and also for the allies,” she said. “It 
provides an opportunity for allies to 

 VOICE FILE PHOTO
Pembina Valley Pride has hosted community celebrations for Pride Month in 

Morden, Altona, and Carman, and now they’re coming to Winkler June 13.

Continued on page 4

“WE’RE HAVING IT IN WINKLER TO SHOW THE FOLKS IN WINKLER, 

THE QUEER PEOPLE IN WINKLER—BECAUSE THERE ARE SOME—

THAT THEY DESERVE TO EXIST AND TO BE LOVED WITHIN THE 

COMMUNITY.”
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show their support in a public, visible way so that we are 
reminded that we aren’t alone.

“We’re really excited about this because Winkler really 
is a lovely place,” Emerson-Froebe added. “There are so 
many lovely people who have been so welcoming and so 
kind, and really that’s what we’re hoping for—that all of 
us for each other can be respectful and kind.” 

It’s a sentiment echoed by Winkler Mayor Henry Sie-
mens, who issued a public statement in response to online 
chatter and the fl ood of emails he began receiving in the 
wake of the announcement.

In it, the mayor pointed out that this is not a City-orga-
nized event, but noted Winkler  does have “many public 
spaces and facilities that are used by the public for a wide 
variety of events. Council and I don’t personally support 
all of the beliefs or ideologies of the various groups or 
events that might take place in Winkler but we do support 
people’s individual freedom to plan and host their own 
events. 

“It is my sincere prayer that we, as a community, fi nd a 
way to respect one-another’s freedoms and pray that no 
one event would defi ne who we are. That we would live 
out our faith every day with genuine love and respect and 
kindness for everyone and THAT is what would defi ne 
us.”

In a later interview, Siemens reiterated that he hopes the 
true heart of Winkler will win out when it comes to how 
the community presents itself in the months ahead—and 
that includes how people act when it comes to dealing 
with an event they may not agree with.

“How can we put our best foot forward as a community 
to show the world who we are?” he said. “We are an ex-
ceptionally generous, supportive community, and I want 
us to show the world that.”

GVSD board gives green light for a new kind of high school experience

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Garden Valley School Division is giving Big 
Picture Learning (BPL) a go.

The board of trustees last week voted in favour 
of moving ahead with the proposed project, 
which division staff  have been researching for 
the past several months.

BPL is an alternative method of high school 
education that puts an emphasis on practical 
learning experiences tied to a student’s inter-

ests.
“We started the conversations on this last year 

when we looked at our strategic plan and engag-
ing high school students, providing pathways 
to graduation for some of our students who 
really struggle with engagement,” explained 
superintendent Dan Ward. “We started talking 
about looking at high school a little diff erently 
for some of our students, and in that came con-
versations around Big Picture Learning.”

Personalized learning plans are created for 

Continued on page 5

Big Picture Learning program to launch in Winkler 

>  PRIDE, FROM PG. 3

each BPL student that allow them to spend up to two days 
a week on internships out in the community being men-
tored by people who are putting the concepts and skills 
they’re learning about into real-life action.

Students are still required to attend school regularly and 
earn course credits so they can graduate with a provincial 
diploma, but they reach curriculum-based goals in a much 
more fl exible, community-integrated environment than 
traditional classroom-centred teaching.

“A lot of the instruction and learning is done through 
working with teachers and subject matter experts on a va-
riety of projects and portfolios,” Ward explained. “There’s 
still lots of direct instruction, in particular in areas like 
math and sciences ... but you’ll also see students working 
on individual projects as well, and working within teams 
around areas of inquiry ... and out on internships.
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Big Bros Big Sis finds a new home in 
Morden-Winkler community centres

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Big Brothers Big Sisters began a new 
chapter in their 50-year history in the 
region last week.

Financial challenges forced the 
mentoring agency to sell its offi  ces in 
Winkler late last year. They are now 
setting up shop at the Central Station 
Community Centre in Winkler and 
the 500 Stephen Community Centre 
in Morden twice a week 
to meet with prospective 
volunteers and families.

“We’ll be at 500 Stephen 
Tuesdays and at Central 
Station Thursdays from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,” shared 
executive director Jenelle 
Neufeld as their fi rst 
week in the new spaces 
came to a close.

She’s optimistic this change will be 
a good one, long-term, for the agen-
cy, as it puts them in spaces where the 
families they serve can much more 
easily connect with them.

“Our old offi  ce was a little off  the 
beaten path,” she said. “For the de-
mographic we serve, unless you have 
a car, then it was very out of the way.

“We wanted to meet people where 
they’re already at and already access-
ing other social services,” she said. 
“And we wholeheartedly support 

and are behind what 500 Stephen 
and Central Station do ... they both 
have programs that are a very wrap-
around approach to supporting peo-
ple, so it just made sense. And they’ve 
both welcomed us with open arms.”

Still, the decision to sell their offi  c-
es wasn’t one the non-profi t’s board 
took lightly. But it had become a ne-
cessity.

The unexpected loss of a longtime, 
externally-organized 
fundraiser a few years 
ago that had generated 
upwards of $20,000 a 
year for the agency put 
them in a signifi cant defi -
cit they’ve yet to recover 
from, Neufeld explained.

That situation followed 
by consecutive years 
that saw other fundrais-

ing initiatives struggle to reach their 
targets put them in a situation where 
keeping the Winkler offi  ce was no 
longer feasible. 

“It just wasn’t sustainable,” Neufeld 
said.

“Ninety-fi ve per cent of our budget 
is fundraised donations and grants,” 
she noted, observing that uncertain 
economic times certainly has a ripple 
eff ect through the community, includ-
ing on non-profi ts, and Big Bros. has 
certainly felt the sting of that in recent 

years. “We know we’re not alone in 
this—it’s diffi  cult for everybody right 
now, and we’re very aware of that.”

But she feels strongly about the mis-
sion of Big Brothers Big Sisters, which 
is to create supportive mentoring rela-
tionships—be it through one-on-one 
matches or group programs—that 
help youth build confi dence, develop 
life skills, and feel more connected to 
their community.  

“We’re the only ones doing what we 
do,” Neufeld said, stressing they’re 
going to do everything they can to get 
and keep their heads above water so 
they can continue with that program-
ming.

Neufeld has made presentations to 
municipal councils throughout their 
service area asking them to consider 

supporting Big Bros. in their budgets 
this year.

It’s the fi rst time the agency has had 
to make such a blanket request for 
municipal support. Neufeld hopes 
elected offi  cials will consider the im-
pact reaching youth early can have on 
their success later in life.

“Over the past six years, I’ve sat at 
a lot of tables in our region and we 
as social services agencies are talking 
a lot about the concerns that we all 
have—food insecurity, homelessness, 
fi nancial insecurity, mental health,” 
she said. “All these things that young 
people may have stacked up against 
them.

“There are a lot of social service 
agencies that are helping people in 

Big Bros executive 

director Jenelle 

Neufeld in the space 

they’ll be setting up 

shop at 500 Stephen 

once a week moving 

forward, along with 

one day a week at 

Central Station in 

Winkler.

 PHOTO BY 
ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/

VOICE

Mentoring agency is celebrating 50 years in 
2026 amidst navigating fi nancial challenges

Continued on page 7

“It’s a model that exists throughout 
the world,” he said, noting Manitoba 
currently has fi ve BPL schools oper-
ating in Winnipeg. GVSD will be the 
third Manitoba school division to 
launch a BPL program.

BPL students are generally placed 
in small groups—about 15 students 
each—and are led by a teacher who 
stays with them from Gr. 9 all the 
way through Gr. 12.

“So they get to know each other and 
their teachers really well,” Ward said.

GVSD intends to start with its fi rst 
cohort of Gr. 9 BPL students this fall 
and grow from there. 

That fi rst year will focus on practical 
skills training, both in the classroom 
and on class fi eld trips, with the stu-
dent internships to come likely more 
so in the  group’s second year in the 
program.

“We’re really going to be develop-
ing the global competencies, the soft 

skills. Elements like good commu-
nication skills, good collaboration 
skills, critical thinking,” Ward said. 
“All these pieces they’re going to 
need to be successful in the world of 
work and throughout high school.”

Discussions with local businesses 
this past year has yielded a great deal 
of interest in the program, what it 
might end up looking like, and how 
it could help more youth realize the 
opportunities that exist for building 
their post-high school careers here 
in Winkler. That bodes very well for 
the future of BPL internships, Ward 
noted.

“We feel confi dent in this,” he said, 
stressing that it’s very much going 
to be an extension of the existing 
vocational programs in the division. 
“We have great career education pro-
grams at both GVC and NPC, and we 
certainly don’t want to detract from 
the work they’re doing—we want to 

complement the work  that’s already 
happening in those schools.”

GVSD board chair Leah Klassen 
said they’re excited to be taking this 
next step in alternative education op-
tions.

“We think it’s going to be a good 
program to really embrace the whole 
notion of real-world learning,” she 
said. “Linking learning back into 
the community, into service learn-
ing with maybe a non-profi t organi-
zation or with a business ... getting 
ready for the world after graduation 
in a diff erent setting than a tradition-
al high school.”

The fi nancial impact is expected to 
be minimal in the 2026-2027 budget 
year, as the division will be able to 
shift around existing resources to ac-
commodate the program. 

Long-term, those costs will rise as 
more new cohorts enter the program, 
Klassen noted, but the benefi ts in 
terms of student engagement and 

success, the board believes, will be 
worth it.

“We’ve seen this, in both urban and 
rural centers, working really, really 
well, and with an eye toward increas-
ing graduation rates, ensuring that 
there’s more opportunity for kids 
that maybe just aren’t jiving in the 
regular kind of high school world.

“Linking it back to business, our 
area is so fruitful with entrepreneurs. 
So the mentoring potential is huge. 
Giving kids an opportunity to go, 
okay, I want to stay in school and I 
want to learn all this stuff  and now I 
can talk to this business and they’re 
showing me the ropes.”

Divisional staff  have already begun 
meeting to plan how to roll this pro-
gram out. Registration is expected to 
begin later this spring.

More details will be made available 
shortly on gvsd.ca and through pub-
lic information sessions expected to 
be held within weeks.

 >  BIG PICTURE LEARNING, FROM PG. 4

“WE’RE THE ONLY 

ONES DOING 

WHAT WE DO.”
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This is why we care (or at least 
should care).

Recently, the 2SLGBTQI+ organiza-
tion Pembina Valley Pride announced 
that the Pride celebration for 2026 
will be held in Winkler. I applaud 
their choice of February—the month 
of love—as the month to make the an-
nouncement. In past years it has been 
held in Morden, Carman, and Altona, 
numerous times ... but never Winkler.

Why has it taken so long to come to 
Winkler, the region’s largest commu-
nity? 

Well, to be honest, fear is a big part of 
why. Winkler is well known as a com-
munity very proud of its deep, con-
servative, evangelical Christian faith. 
In much of the 2SLGBTQI+ commu-
nity (and beyond) these things are 
synonymous with intolerance, fear, 
anger, and hate—deserved or not. 

So, it takes a great deal of courage 
for a group like Pembina Valley Pride 
to decide to host its event in Winkler. 
But why even bother? Why not just 
continue to avoid Winkler?

Well, Pembina Valley Pride knows 
that somewhere between 700-1,800 
people in Winkler are part of the 
Pride community. These are people 
who have watched Pride events pop 
up around them in neighbouring 
communities wondering and hoping 

one day they would see it in theirs. 
It can be an isolating thing growing 

up diff erent from others in a small, 
rural community. It can make a per-
son feel alone and without value. God 
forbid if people found out about your 
diff erence. Then you must deal with 
bullying, harassment, and the depres-
sion that comes alongside that. 

Youth who are 2SLGBTQI+ are more 
than three times more likely than 
their peers to struggle with suicid-
al thoughts; more than 85 per cent 
of these youth report having to deal 
with sexuality-based harassment. 
2SLGBTQI+ youth are disproportion-
ately represented amongst homeless 
youth. Resentment by peers and re-
jection by family are the key factors in 
driving these things.

This is one of the key reasons Pride 
events exist. Pride is an opportu-
nity to state clearly to the Winkler 
2SLGBTQI+ population that:

“You are not alone. You have a voice. 
You have value. We accept you for 
who you are. We will stand with you. 
You have a community.” 

And, most importantly: “You are 
loved.”

You are loved. This is the primary 
reason for Pride.

The newspaper is supported by advertising 

dollars. If you enjoy the paper and would 

like to see it grow and prosper, visit any of 

the advertisers and businesses in our rural 

communities. Keep your dollars working at 

home and shop local.

Our commitment to you: we want to help 

build stronger communities through articles 

that both inform and entertain you about 

what’s going on throughout the Pembina 

Valley. This is your community newspaper—

let us know what you want to see in it.
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Letter policy

G
iven that Feb. 14 
is Valentine’s Day, 
I thought it appro-
priate to write a 
column about love. 

Did you know there is a point 
where statistics intersect 
with love? I will explain.

Depending on the studies you 
read, somewhere between 4.4 and 
12 per cent of the 
Canadian popu-
lation identify as 
2SLGBTQI+. That’s 
a lot. That’s be-
tween 682 to 1,860 
people in Winkler 
and between 3,000 
and 8,000 people in 
the Pembina Val-
ley.

What is the point 
of all of this? I mean, these are just 
statistics, right? Why do we care?

We care because behind these num-
bers exist people. Right now, some-
where between 3,000 to 8,000 people 
in the Pembina Valley identify as part 
of the Two-Spirit, Lesbian, Gay, Bisex-
ual, Transgender, Queer and Intersex 
communities. 

They are people who we work 
with, people we worship with, peo-
ple who serve us a meal at the local 
restaurant, doctors, lawyers, plumb-
ers, electricians, teachers, husbands, 
wives, partners, and more. They are 
tax paying, voting, living, breathing, 
feeling members of our communities. 
They are our sisters and brothers, our 
mothers, fathers, grandparents, and 
children. They are people we care 
about. They are people we love. Hu-
man beings. 

Who will they meet?

By Peter 
Cantelon

Continued on page 7
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the here and now,” she continued, pointing to 
the work being done by the  community centres 
and food banks, for example. “In my opinion, 
however, unless we are also investing money 
into the next generation, nothing is going to 
change.

“Our whole philosophy and mandate and 
mission and vision is breaking the cycles, or at 
the very least giving kids the opportunity and 
the tools to break those cycles.”

The one-on-one mentoring relationships they 
foster are a big part of that—research has shown 
kids who have had another stable adult role 
model in their lives through Big Bros. are more 
confi dent, happier, and believe they’re making 
better life choices as a result—but group pro-
gramming has increasingly become another 
focus of the agency in recent years, including 
through youth-tailored workshops on things 
like fi nancial literacy.

“It’s our job to set these kids up for the best 
chance that they have to reach their full poten-
tial,” Neufeld said. 

They reached 125 kids in 2025—a 
ground-breaking number, especially consider-
ing the fi nancial challenges they’ve been facing, 
Neufeld noted.

“So my plea to the business community, to the 
municipal governments is: imagine what we 
could do if we had the funding and support.”

As they look to celebrate their 50th anniversa-

ry in the Pembina Valley, Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters is tackling its fi nancial challenges head-on.

They have numerous fundraising initiatives 
in the works, including a monthly trivia night 
at the Heritage Farms Brewing Tap Room in 
Winkler, Wednesday night Chase the Ace at the 
Morden Legion, Bowl for Kids’ Sake in March, 
the summer slo-pitch tournament, and a few 
other things yet to be announced.

They’re also about to launch a major new 
sponsorship campaign dubbed “50 Doors” de-
tailing how businesses can partner with them to 
support area youth. It comes with a variety of 
sponsorship levels for Big Bros. programming 
and events and recognition for that support.

“$2,000 sponsors a ‘door’ and supports a 
young person through our programming for 
the year,” Neufeld explains, noting they’re aim-
ing for 50 sponsored ‘doors’ to mark their anni-
versary.

You can learn more about 50 Doors by connect-
ing with Neufeld at 204-823-1028 or via email to 
jenelle.neufeld@bigbrothersbigsisters.ca.

Donations to Big Brothers Big Sisters of the 
Pembina Valley can also be made online at     
pembinavalley.bigbrothersbigsisters.ca/do-
nate/.

If you have benefi ted from Big Brothers Big 
Sisters programming in the past, either as a 
mentee or a mentor, Neufeld would also love 
to hear from you. They hope to share stories of 
personal impact as this milestone anniversary 
year continues.

A place for refuge

T
he concept of refuge has 
been on my mind. The Bible 
presents God as our Creator 
and also as a refuge for all 
who seek Him. The word 

“refuge” appears approximately fi ve 
hundred times in the Bible.

In Canada we are very familiar with weath-
er conditions that require us to seek refuge.  
There are other kinds of storms that can swirl 
around our hearts and minds. In many diff erent 
ways—personal, local and internationally—we 
are looking for a safe place 
where we can have relief 
from danger or anxiety. As 
we listen to or watch the dai-
ly news we see and hear of 
people who are seeking “ref-
uge”. 

What is the Bible defi nition 
of refuge? The word is used 
most often to refer to a safe 
place, or to tell others to take 

refuge. The Eerdmans Bible Dictionary says that 
it is a “shelter or relief from danger or anxiety; 
a high rock (Is. 33:16), a secure dwelling place 
(Deut. 33:27), a place to fl ee to (Psalm 142:4), a 
shelter (Is. 4:6).”

We will not be shielded from every unpleasant 
experience, but in the Lord we can fi nd inner 
strength, certain hope and courage to face the 
unexpected, unknown and uncertain present.

One hymn that has helped to express the con-
cept of God as a source of refuge is the song “A 
Shelter in the Time of Storm.” 

“The Lord’s our Rock, in Him we hide, A shel-
ter in the time of storm; Secure whatever ill be-
tide, A shelter in the time of storm.

Refrain: Oh, Jesus is a Rock in a weary land, A 
weary land, a weary land; Oh, Jesus is a Rock 
in a weary land, A shelter in the time of storm.

A shade by day, defense by night, A shelter in 
the time of storm; No fears alarm, no foes af-
right, A shelter in the time of storm.

The raging storms may round us beat, A shel-
ter in the time of storm. We’ll never leave our 
safe retreat, A shelter in the time of storm.

O Rock divine, O Refuge dear, A shelter in the 
time of storm; Be Thou our helper ever near,

By Randy 
Smart

• FAITH FOCUS

When confronted with the reality of Pride coming to 
your community and decisions you may need to make, 
you may believe you face diffi  culty. But I can tell you 
that compared to most of us, for people growing up 
in the 2SLGBTQI+ community it is more diffi  cult than 
you or I could ever imagine.

When Pride comes to Winkler, the city will be met 
with joy, happiness, and enthusiasm. Winkler will be 
met with pride.

Between now and June 13th, residents of Winkler and, 
no doubt, the small rural villages surrounding it have 
an opportunity to decide what kind of Winkler the 
Pride participants will be met with.

Will it be the stereotype? Will it be a Winkler with a 
face of fear, anger, blockades, threats, intolerance, and 
hate? 

For many in the largely Christian community the 
question will be: which Christ will Pride be met with? 
Will it be a Christ fi lled with fear and anger? Will it be a 
hateful Christ who threatens harm? Who screams, “Sin-
ner! Abomination! Get away from me, I have nothing 
for you!” Or will it be an open-armed Christ of love?

Will Winkler meet Pride with love?
How the city and its people meet Pride will directly 

inform the many community members who are part of 
the 2SLGBTQI+ community and its allies exactly what 
is thought of them. It will also communicate to the 
province, the nation, and beyond what kind of city it is.

Who will they meet?

A shelter in the time of storm.”
In the New Testament the apostle Paul expressed praise 

to God who had provided comfort to him in challenging 
times. In 2 Corinthians 1:3,4 we read “Praise be to the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compas-
sion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with 
the comfort we ourselves receive from God. “

We may and should seek a safe place because of our own 
inner needs of soul and spirit. The Lord is the recommend-
ed shelter for our souls. Talk to him out loud and tell him 
of the deepest pains. He is not surprised and will not reject 
us. He off ers us hope and shelter. When we have experi-
enced the comfort that comes from God, we will, in quiet 
and thoughtful ways, be looking for opportunities to help 
others who are in seasons of despair and need.

Randy Smart has been a pastor in 
Southern Manitoba since 1979

 >  CANTELON, FROM PG. 6

“It’s our job to set these kids up for the best 
chance that they have to reach their full potential”
From Pg. 5
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Our offices will 
be closed
Monday, 

February 16 in 
recognition of 
Louis Reil Day

Early ad booking deadline, 
Friday, February 13 at 4:00 pm

Call 204-467-5836
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Manitoba gov’t announces public 
schools funding increase 
By Lorne Stelmach

On Monday, the province an-
nounced its fi nancial support for edu-
cation in Manitoba for the school year 
ahead, touting that it is increasing 
school funding overall by $79.8 mil-
lion to nearly $2 billion.

While the funding overall represents 
a 3.5 per cent increase, it is somewhat 
limited for the school divisions in this 
region. Garden Valley School Division 
is receiving a 2.2 per cent or $800,000 
increase to about $36.4 million, West-
ern School Division is getting about 
two per cent or $400,000 more to 
$19.2M, Border Land School Divi-
sion will see a 1.8 per cent increase of 
$400,000 to $21.1M, Red River Valley 
School Division increases $300,000 
or 2.1 per cent to $16.3M,  and both 
Prairie Rose and Prairie Spirit are re-
ceiving about $300,000 or 1.9 per cent 
more to $17.8 and $17.1 million, re-
spectively.

Education and Early Childhood 
Minister Tracy Schmidt suggested 
the previous government didn’t ad-

equately fund education and also re-
stricted local authorities from raising 
property taxes.

“We’re taking a diff erent approach 
… we know that schools and kids 
deserve to be invested in,” she said, 
adding that they are suggesting to 
local divisions that it “allows them 
to go to their ratepayer in an equally 
stable and predictable way.

“We believe that providing stable 
and predictable funding is very im-
portant for school divisions … that’s 
what school divisions have been ask-
ing for, and that’s what we have been 
delivering … and we expect them to 
increase their budgets in a stable and 
predictable way that meets the needs 
of Manitobans when it comes to af-
fordability.

“It means smaller class sizes and 
more individual attention for stu-
dents … and it’s important to know 
that these things are only possible 
when schools have the proper fund-
ing that they need.”

Salem Crokinole Tournament returns March 5
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The second annual Salem Crokinole 
Tournament returns next month.

The Salem Ladies Auxiliary is once 
again hosting an evening of friendly 
competition at the Winkler personal 
care home on Thursday, March 5 at 
6:30 p.m.

“Last year’s was so successful that 
we just really felt we needed to go 
for it again. It’s a wonderful event,” 
shared Susan Hildebrand, Salem 
Foundation executive coordinator.

Nearly 40 teams came out to the 
inaugural tournament, raising over 
$20,000 in pledges to purchase bench-
es for Salem’s pathway project.

“It was just amazing how the com-
munity jumped to embrace it and to 
support it,” Hildebrand said, noting 
they had initially planned to hold the 
games in the Heritage Room but the 
sheer number of teams and all the 
fans cheering them on quickly saw 
the event spill out into the adjacent 
chapel space.

“The thing that we were most 
thrilled about was how the commu-
nity and the residents and children of 
all ages all came together,” she said. 

“We had residents that were playing, 
young people playing—it was defi -
nitely a community event, and every-
one had a great time.”

This time around they’re setting 
their sights on raising funds to spruce 
up Salem’s staff  lounge, which hasn’t 
been upgraded in decades and, at 
times in recent years, has become part 
storage area while renovations occur 
elsewhere in the facility.

“We do have a staff  lounge at pres-
ent, but it hasn’t been functional in 
a lot of ways, so they’re looking to 
refresh it, take out what is there and 
start fresh,” Hildebrand said, noting 
Salem’s team works hard to care for 
the residents, and they deserve an in-
viting, comfortable space in which to 
take their breaks and recharge. “When 
you take care of your staff , it certainly 
makes a diff erence ... they’re looking 
after our residents, after the people 
who have made this community what 
it is. When they get a nice place to re-
fresh, they can come out and do well 
and just give more to the residents.”

There will be prizes once again for 
tournament’s top teams and organiz-
ers are also hoping to have some raffl  e 
goodies up for grabs.

 VOICE FILE PHOTO
The Salem Crokinole Tournament last year brought together teams of all ages. 

The 2026 event takes place at the Winkler personal care home March 5.

Snacks and drinks will also be avail-
able by donation.

The tournament is open to all ages. 
Registration is $5 per player (two 
players/team). Players are asked to 
collected pledges for the cause.

There is a limit of 32 teams this year, 
so register early to avoid disappoint-
ment. The deadline to sign up is Feb. 
23. Call 204-325-4316 to register.

“I just encourage everyone to come 
out and have fun,” Hildebrand said. 
“It’s not about how good you play, 
it’s how much fun you can generate 
in the environment.

“And if there are family members 
out there that have a resident here, we 
encourage them to team up and come 
and participate.”

Continued on page 9
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School divisions have often suggested they are 
receiving increases that are not enough to keep up 
with the level of growth and rising costs of edu-
cation.

“We know that enrolment certainly is one factor 
that drives how much money a school division 
gets each year, but there’s other factors that we 
consider,” noted Schmidt.

The province attests that the overall 3.5 per cent 
funding increase for public schools in the 2026-27 
school year will help manage enrolment changes 
and ensure students have the supports they need 
to succeed. The formula guarantee will continue 
for 2026-27, ensuring every school division re-
ceives an increase to the previous year’s funding 
amount.

The Manitoba government’s 2026-27 school 
funding now totals $1.995 billion and includes:

- $51 million increase to help public schools with 
operating costs, which includes the investment in 
salary harmonization and technical vocational ed-
ucation;

- $30 million for a universal school nutrition 
program and Nello’s Law, which protects the pro-
gram for years to come, plus an additional $3 mil-
lion from the sale of U.S. alcohol products for the 
Children’s Nutrition Council;

- $15.2 million increase in capital support, which 
includes principal and interest costs related to 
building schools;

- $16.6 million increase to independent schools 
under the funding agreement.

“When we came into government, schools across 
Manitoba were struggling after seven years of 
cuts,” said Finance Minister Adrien Sala.

He touted a number of statistics including that 
the province had hired over 1,600 new staff  since 
2024 including over 800 new teachers and built 11 
new schools, largely in Winnipeg and Brandon.

“Our government is committed to making sure 
every Manitoba family can count on strong, stable 
public schools, year after year. We are meeting the 
needs of students and communities by building 
new schools and feeding kids with our universal 
school food program,” said Schmidt.

She noted the Manitoba government is allocating 
$11.4 million in public school funding to support 
divisions most aff ected by teacher salary harmoni-
zation. Salary harmonization will be implemented 
in the 2026-27 school year to standardize teacher 
pay scales across school divisions to help mini-
mize disparities.

“We’ve heard from many school boards that sal-
ary harmonization costs were creating signifi cant 
pressures for this upcoming year,” she acknowl-
edged.

“By working together, we are creating a more 
equitable system that benefi ts teachers and sup-
ports stability for school divisions at a time when 
the demands on public schools are more complex 
than ever before,” said Alan Campbell, president 
of the Manitoba School Boards Association.

“School boards recognize that the funding con-
tribution for harmonization announced today is a 
step in the right direction and we look forward to 
continuing our work with government to ensure 
funding fully meets the needs of students, staff  
and communities across Manitoba.”

Western SD asking for public input in budget process
By Lorne Stelmach

Western School Division is off ering an op-
portunity for residents to have their say on the 
2026-27 budget.

An online survey is part of the process that 
will lead up to the introduction of a draft bud-
get at a public meeting at Maple Leaf School 
March 4 to be followed by formal approval at 
the following board meeting.

“We’re still waiting to hear what the funding 
will be from the province … they’re not giving 
us a lot of time,” acknowledged board chairper-
son Darcy Wolfe last week. The public schools 
funding announcement from the province came 
on Monday (see story on Pg. 8).

He noted the board has done a budget survey 
for a few years now in the lead up to when they 
introduce the budget for the next school year.

“This is something we put out while we’re 
making our budget decisions. We are in the 
middle of budget season right now, so we are 
just trying to get information and feedback 
from the community, from staff  members who 
we have talked to already,” he said.

It is a short survey that asks a number of ques-
tions:

• What are some areas in WSD that are doing 
well that should be continued?

• What are some areas where WSD could im-
prove?

• What should be the top educational priori-
ties for WSD?

• What additional supports (eg., mental 

health, cyber-safety, special education, Indige-
nous education, career guidance, extra-curricu-
lar activities, technology access, etc.) should be 
prioritized?

• What specifi c resources do you believe WSD 
is lacking?

• What specifi c facility or grounds upgrades, 
renovations, or new spaces would enhance stu-
dent learning and well-being?

• What innovative ideas to improve student 
learning do you have?

• Do you feel all students have appropriate 
access to learning opportunities and resources 
based on their needs?

“It shouldn’t take too long to fi ll out, and it’s 
for anybody. You don’t have to be a parent of a 
student or a staff  member,” Wolfe noted. “Any-
body in Western School Division and anybody 
in the community is welcome to fi ll it out.”

Wolfe said it is vital for the board to get input 
from the community.

“This is one of the ways for community mem-
bers who don’t usually communicate with the 
board to let their voice be heard. They are able 
to tell us through the survey what we are doing 
well, what we need to work on and what areas 
they feel might need investment, whether it’s 
capital improvements or whether educational 
programs that might be missing.

“It’s a really good way for community mem-
bers to let us know what we need to be focusing 
on and what’s important to them.”

Wolfe acknowledged WSD has been fortunate 
with provincial funding in recent years.

“I think part of that was due to the province knowing that 
we had a new school that we needed to fund, but we don’t 
have that this year,” he noted. “We do have some diff erent 
things we have to look at this year with teacher contracts 
and such … so there are some added pressures that we are 
facing, and we’re working on moving the dollars and cents 
around and making sure that we have enough to keep our 
schools well funded and well run.”

There are of course always some pressures that come with 
being a growing division.

“Every year, there are more students, and with more stu-
dents come new challenges. Some students are coming, 
and they need help with language skills and some students 
come with special needs,” Wolfe said. “Every year, new 
challenges arise and new costs, and that’s just part of the 
system.”

 >  SCHOOLS FUNDING, FROM PG. 8
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Candlewick brings Meet Me In St. Louis to the stage
By Lorne Stelmach

A classic romantic musical comedy 
that dates back to a 1944 fi lm is being 
presented this month as the Valen-
tine’s season production of Candle-
wick Players.

Meet Me in St. Louis is a classic MGM 
musical that focuses on four sisters on 
the cusp of the 1904 St. Louis World’s 
Fair. The fi lm spotlights the sisters’ 
education in the ways of the world 
amidst plenty of song, dance, and pe-
riod costumes.

“The show has great family values 
and dynamics, and most people can 
relate to these in some way shape 
or form,” said actor Chuck Fefchak. 
“Strong-minded children express 
opinions that could alter Dad’s em-
ployment. Younger siblings off er un-
requested opinions on older siblings’ 
choice of companion resulting in the 
expected rivalry. And in the end, 
these events bring a smile to patrons’ 
faces who recognize these events in 
their own lives.”

The storyline features the four sisters 
who are all blazing with excitement 
over the impending World’s Fair. 
They are also in a state about the love 
life of their only brother, whom they 
suspect of ditching his sweet home-
town girl for a snob from the east. 

In the midst of the sisters’ humorous 
maneuvers to rule or ruin their broth-
er’s new romance, the father fi nally 
breaks in with an announcement: he’s 
been off ered a better job in New York, 
which will mean leaving their home 
in St. Louis and missing the fair. At 
this, the girls unite for action.

“One can imagine the community 
importance of a World’s Fair in 1904, 
but what if events prevented a family 
from enjoying them? What sort of re-

actions would we see? And what ac-
tions would teenagers take to be able 
to attend the World’s Fair?” Fefchak 
said.

“As in every production we do, it’s 
wonderful to watch the cast takes 
these well-known characters and 
present their own slant on their char-
acter,” he noted. “We see some famil-
iar faces in the cast, but this year we 
have a couple of newcomers to the 
Candlewick family. They bring a de-

lightful addition to this show. 
“It’s family-friendly fun.  And a wel-

come reprieve from the winter dol-
drums.”

Following shows at the Kenmor 
Theatre last weekend, the production 
continues with dinner theatre perfor-
mances at the Manitou Opera House  
this Friday and Saturday. 

Ticket information is available at 
candlewick.ca.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Meet Me in St. Louis took the stage at the Kenmor Theatre in Morden last weekend and will continue its run with dinner 

theatre performances at the Manitou Opera House this weekend.

New construction numbers continue to grow across region
By Lorne Stelmach

New construction and development 
overall continued to pick up across 
the region through 2025.

That trend was refl ected in the year-
end building permit statistics of the 
MSTW (Morden Stanley Thompson 
and Winkler) Planning District.

Some of the numbers varied, but it 
overall looked positive for the region, 
suggested MSTW general manager 
Glen Wieler.

“The big diff erence in Winkler was 
the number of permits were very sim-
ilar but the value was down,” he not-
ed. 

“We had a couple of big projects that 
carried over from 2024,” Wieler add-
ed citing the Winkler arena project as 
well as the wastewater plant. “Both 
were major projects going on in 2024 
that are getting done now, so that’s 
where the diff erence is now.”

“Other than that, the number of per-
mits across the board is quite consis-
tent actually, considering the volume 
of work.”

A key indicator is always the sin-
gle-family housing starts, and they 
were up in both Winkler and Morden.

“That’s defi nitely on the rise, so 
that’s good to see,” said Wieler.

“In Morden, they’re still working on 
solutions for the wastewater … and 
Winkler looks like they’re waiting on 
developers to open up more lots for 
2026. It always just takes time to get 
those projects completed before peo-
ple start building houses. It’s just a 
huge cost and a lot of work to get it 
done.”

Here are some highlights from the 
key statistics for 2025:

WINKLER
Total building permits increased 

from 231 to 246.
The value of the development, how-

ever, decreased from over $171 mil-
lion to just over $83 million.

New single family residential units 
were up from 29 to 58, and the value 
rose from $10.7 million to $22 million.

New multi-family developments 
decreased from 15 to 10 although the 
value rose slightly from $30.2 million 
to just under $32 million.

New commercial development 
dropped slightly from 15 to 12 while 
the value also went down from $5.2 
million to $4 million.

New industrial development went 
from fi ve to three, and the value 
dropped sharply from $52.1 million 
to $1.7 million.

MORDEN
Total building permits increased 

from 96 to 117.
The value of the development only 

dropped slightly from $37.6 million to 
$37.3 million.

New single family residential units 
almost doubled from 12 to 23 while 
the value also increased from $4.8 
million to $9.4 million.

New commercial development 
dropped from eight to fi ve although 
the value went up from $4.1 million 
to $6.1 million.

There was no new industrial devel-
opment compared to the previous 
year when there were three permits 
with a value of $5.6 million.

STANLEY
Total building permits dropped 

slightly from 125 to 121.
The value of the development how-

ever jumped from $22.2 million to 
$36.8 million.

New single family residential units 

went up slightly from 21 to 23, while 
the value rose from $9.3 million to 
$12.3 million.

New commercial development went 
down from 13 to 11 while the value 
went up however from $1.3 million to 
$8.2 million.

There was just one new industrial 
development with a value of $700,000 
compared to zero the previous year.

THOMPSON
The RM of Thompson had 18 per-

mits last year compared to 12 the year 
before while the value rose from $2.2 
million to $2.9 million.

Overall, Wieler said it was encour-
aging to see development picking up 
across the region.

“People are still moving here. 
They’re still buying houses and build-
ing … so it’s good to see all those 
things happening.

“There’s still lots of multi-family de-
velopment going on in the region,” he 
added. “We’ve seen more and more of 
those coming up in the last fi ve years 
plus … there’s still lots of people who 
want to move to the region, so that’s a 
good thing.”
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Who doesn’t love receiving a tax refund they’re entitled to? It’s 
even more satisfying when it’s the result of smart planning. 
Do you know how to make the most of yours? Here are th-
ree ways to increase your refund.
1. CONTRIBUTE TO A SUITABLE 
SAVINGS ACCOUNT
Savings accounts, such as TFSAs and RRSPs, allow you to 

3 smart ways to 
maximize your 
next tax refund

invest money while lowering 
your taxable income. This is 
a great way to boost your tax 
refund. However, to avoid 
potential tax penalties, be 
careful not to contribute or 
withdraw too much.
2. CLAIM ELIGIBLE 
DEDUCTIONS
Find out which deductions 
are available to you. Depen-
ding on your situation, you 
may be able to claim child-
care costs, moving ex-
penses or other eligible de-
ductions to reduce your 

-
nance expert to identify the 
best opportunities.

3. USE AVAILABLE TAX 
CREDITS
Tuition fees, medication ex-
penses and charitable do-

nations may qualify for tax 
credits. In some cases, 
buying a home or claiming 
work-from-home expenses 

-
vings.
Once you’ve applied these 
strategies, you can use your 

faster, replenish your sa-
vings or finally start that 
kitchen renovation project 
you’ve been dreaming about. 
The possibilities are en-
dless!
With a little bit of foresight 
and planning, you can opti-
mize your tax refund. Need 
tax advice? Not sure where 

expert near you.

Taxes are likely your largest expense, making them your greatest 
opportunity for savings. Let us help you optimize your tax strategy.

Phone 204-371-1490    Email: mlynes@raintreefs.com
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Minnewasta Golf clubhouse on track for summer opening
By Lorne Stelmach

Work on the new clubhouse and 
restaurant at the Minnewasta Golf 
and Country Club has been progress-
ing well, and offi  cials are optimistic 
the project is on schedule.

General manager and golf pro Greg 
Hesom said a key aspect of the con-
struction was being in a position to 
move on more to interior work before 
the onset of winter.

“The building was closed in before 
the cold weather arrived, so the guys 
are able to work inside with heat-
ing,” he said. “The interior walls are 
framed … the plumbing is going in, 
the electrical is going in and then dry-
wall following shortly after that.

“Our goal was for sometime in June, 
and it looks like we are still on track 
for that,” Hesom said of the projected 
fi nish date. 

The fi re that destroyed most of the 
clubhouse and restaurant came early 
in 2025 after a gala had just recently 
celebrated the offi  cial opening of the 
new facility built after another blaze 
three years prior destroyed the origi-
nal building.

While the clubhouse completion 
date is a bit of a moving target, He-
som said they will start the season 
with a snack shack and tent, so Santa 
Lucia will be open for business. 

He is somewhat cautious and re-
 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Work is moving along nicely on the Minnewasta Golf and Country Club clubhouse, 

which was destroyed by fi re early last year. A June opening is in the works.
Continued on page 12
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Call today if you would like to consign your items! 

JOIN US FOR THE FEBRUARY CONSIGNMENT SALES 2026
FEBRUARY  OFFSITE Consignment Sale

Viewing: Feb. 16th-19th from 9 AM to 5 PM.
Bidding starts: Feb. 19, 2026 at 9:00 AM

Lots start closing on Feb. 25, 2026 at 10:00 AM.
Pick up days: Friday, Feb. 27th & 

Saturday, Feb 28th from 9 AM to 5 PM

FEBRUARY ONSITE Consignment Sale 
Viewing:  Feb. 16th-19th from 9 AM to 5PM.

Bidding starts: Feb. 19, 2026 at 9:00AM
Lots start closing on Feb. 25, 2026 at 10:00AM.

Pick up days: Friday, Feb. 27th & 
Saturday Feb 28th from 9 AM to 5 PM

Former fire chief featured in episode of What Do You Do
By Lorne Stelmach

An online video series that profi les 
diff erent  occupations has shone a 
spotlight on retired Morden fi re chief 
Andy Thiessen.

If you’ve ever wondered what it 
takes to lead a fi re department, a re-
cent episode of What Do You Do pro-
duced by 47Filmworks follows Thies-
sen on the job, both at the fi re hall and 
out on calls.

“In the end, we got a really good 

comprehensive idea of what it’s like 
to run a fi re department,” said Clarke 
Wainikka, who is a Mordenite herself 
and has been part of the 47Filmworks 
crew.

“I think they did a really nice job. 
They painted me in a much better pic-
ture than I ever thought I would look 
like,” joked Thiessen.

They started fi lming for the piece 
about a year and a half ago, and it 
over time covered everything from 
fi refi ghter training to actual fi re calls. 

The profi le also touches on recruit-
ment as well as the wide array of 
equipment that fi refi ghters use.

“It took longer than we wanted it to, 
but we’re very happy and proud to 
show it now,” said Wainikka.

And it was particularly special to be 
able to encounter a few fi re calls along 
the way, she added.

“Andy’s fi rst interview, I think, was 
interrupted by a fi re call,” she noted. 
“Then we were also doing interviews 
with other fi refi ghters at Andy’s re-
tirement, and it was also interrupted 
by a call, and that moment is also in 
the documentary.”

Wainikka said it was extra special 
for her to have this opportunity to 
connect with Thiessen for the feature.

“The series focuses on unique jobs 
and dream jobs,” she explained. “It 
started as an idea to serve as a re-
source for students who didn’t feel 
like they really knew what they want-
ed to do in life … it just came from an 
idea of having more resources of what 
people do out there.”

On their dream job list was a fi re-
fi ghter or fi re chief. Wainikka noted 
Thiessen didn’t hesitate when ap-
proached with the idea.

“One of the most interesting parts 
of my job is meeting people who are 
really interested and passionate about 
what they do, and Andy just exempli-
fi es that,” said Wainikka, who noted 

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
A fi lm crew followed former Morden fi re chief Andy Thiessen around in his fi nal 

year and a half on the job for a recent episode of What Do You Do.

strained in his enthusiasm for the 
rebuilt facility—his second new club-
house since coming on staff  at the golf 
course.

“I’ll be excited when it’s been stand-
ing for a couple of years, to be quite 
honest,” he said jokingly. “Surreal 
would be the word that I use. It’s a 
little bit like [the movie] Groundhog 
Day actually. It’s been a straight fi ve 
years of either planning or building.

“It’s a good thing for the golf course 
and a good thing for the community, 
and we will carry on as best we can,” 
he said, adding it will be nice to even-
tually turn the focus back to running 
a golf club again.

In the meantime, it will also be a bit 
of a process to also get the sit-down 
restaurant up and running again con-
sidering they will need to build a new 
team.

“It will be a soft start,” Hesom said. 
“It’s going to take time to build it up 
again and to do it properly.”

it was a bit of a surprising twist when 
they learned he would be retiring af-
ter 45 years of service with the fi re 
department, including the last 30 as 
chief.

“We didn’t know that when we 
started the documentary … then we 
decided, well, this is part of Andy’s 
story … so let’s follow it all the way 
to the end.”

“As the whole process was going on, 
I decided to retire, so then the whole 
fl avour of the documentary kind of 
changed … and it included all of that 
as well,” said Thiessen.

He found it interesting to be put in 
the spotlight.

“It was very humbling … and for 
me, because I did retire, it’s a great 
keepsake for me that I will be able to 
have for a long time,” said Thiessen. 
“They made me feel very comfortable 
with it … it was a great group of peo-
ple following me around there for a 
while.”

Thiessen added it gave him a bit of a 
new perspective on what he has done 
for most of his life.

“After it was done, I kind of leaned 
over to [my wife] Tami … and I 
thought I had a really great career and 
have really been blessed to have that 
kind of a job.”

>  MINNEWASTA, FROM PG. 11
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“Just to get out—even if it’s just to walk around 
the track—and get some exercise, get out into the 
community. We love it,” she said. “We’ve come 
with at least fi ve to seven people every week, and 
then there’s other places, like Linden Place, Gate-
way, coming as well.”

Participants last week spent part of the two hours 

reacquainting themselves with the rules of dodge-
ball, having a blast getting back in touch with their 
inner child.

“That’s the whole point, isn’t it?” Harsant said. 
“Playing badminton or dodgeball, doing those 
things you did as a kid. It’s okay to have that time 
to just play sometimes.”

Community Connections will run at the MEC at 
least through April.

If you have an idea for a rec. program that could  
make use of the city’s facilities, Dias urges you to 
contact her: she’s always open to new ideas.

“We try to open up the space as often as we can 
when it’s not rented out,” she said. “We want to get 
people moving.”

For the complete list of MEC programs, head to 
themeridianexhibitioncentre.ca.

Emerson cat in the running for America’s Fav. Pet 
By Lorne Stelmach

An Emerson resident has been earning attention 
online recently for his feline companion.

Bradley Le Sage happened to come across a post 
on Facebook about the America’s Favorite Pet 
contest, and he entered his cat Bert.

Le Sage was somewhat surprised when Bert got 
selected to advance in the competition, where the 
ultimate winner will be featured in Modern Cat 
magazine and win $10,000.

“I’m surprised it actually went somewhere,” 
said Le Sage. “It’s actually given me the opportu-
nity to kind of try to put my own thing together.”

Le Sage said Bert is a symbol of resilience as a 
Christmas Eve rescue who survived a snowstorm.

On the contest’s voting page, Bert is described as 
a total foodie who never misses a meal.

“After months of wondering where the food was 
going, his healthy weight is fi nally showing,” it 
reads. “His favourite treat is sitting regally in his 
own chair at the coff ee table like the king he is. 
He’s gone from skinnied to sturdy.”

When asked what is Bert’s most unique quali-
ty, it’s noted he “possesses a rare ‘aura adoration’ 
that draws other cats and people to him for com-
fort. He’s not just a pet. He’s a silent guardian who 
always knows when you need a paw to lean on.”

Le Sage added further thoughts about Bert.
“He’s really gentle,” he said, noting how he was 

really timid at fi rst but has since become a little 
more open and will play much more now. “He 
was scared of everything before I got him.”

Le Sage is now inspired to do something to help 
other cats like Bert.

“It gives me a good chance to start up something 
local for animals here who are kind of neglected 
and have special needs,” he said.

He sees a need for something to serve the area in 
and around Emerson.

“There are quite a few strays around here … 
there’s isn’t much in this area for animals.”

Bert has made it pretty far in the competition—
he’s currently up against four other cats in his 
voting group. You can vote until Feb. 12 online at 
americasfavpet.com/2026/bert-be4b/.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
You can vote online for Bert the cat to make it to the 

next round of America’s Favorite Pet through Feb. 12.

 >  COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS, FROM PG. 2
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Morden Area Fdn. hands out $86K in grants
By Lorne Stelmach

The Morden Area Foundation 
capped off  another successful year 
with the presentation of grants last 
Wednesday at the Morden Legion.

The event saw the foundation hand 
out over $86,000 in total to 10 recipi-
ents, along with one special matching 
challenge grant.

It means the foundation in the past 
year has given back a total of about 
$311,000—something grants commit-
tee chairperson Yvonne Stoesz said 
was defi nitely cause for celebration.

“We have over $7 million [in endow-
ment funds], and the interest from 
that we are able to grant out,” she ex-
plained. “It’s absolutely the best part 
about being on the board.

“I also enjoy when people submit 
their grants. They do a 15-minute in-
terview with the board and the grant-
ing committee, so we get to hear the 
passion that people have for Morden, 
for children, for newcomers,” Stoesz 

added. “It shows the diversity of 
Morden and the generosity of Mor-
den. I am inspired.”

The evening included the announce-
ment of a new scholarship fund:  the 
Tio and Leanne Bellisario Excellence 
in Science Scholarship Fund. As well, 
through the William and Colleen 
Lyne family, four new funds were 
established in support of the Prairie 
Crossroads School, Pembina Valley 
Child Care Centres, Morden Caring 
and Sharing school meals program, 
and the Alzheimer Society of Mani-
toba.

There was also a new fund an- nounced in connection to St. Thomas 
Anglican Church in Morden, which is 
celebrating its 140th anniversary this 
year.

Cheryl Digby shared briefl y about 
the Clark Elder Fund established in 
honour of her son. She recalled him 
being inspired at a young age by a 
coach, so they want to enable others 
to be able to experience and gain from 
sports in his memory.

“Sports weren’t just a passion for 
him,” she said. “Clark knew that on 
the fi eld, everyone has a place.”

A number of new grants were also 
presented:

• École Discovery Trails School: 
$25,000 for a play structure.

“The big thing with this play struc-
ture is it’s not just for the school, it’s 
also for the community,” said parent 
advisory council representative Mike 
Lawson, who noted it overall is about 
a $400,000 project.

• Menzies Medical Centre commu-
nity board: $15,000 in support of a re-
turn of service physician recruitment 
initiative that will have benefi ciaries 
commit to serving here for a few 
years.

“Thank you very much for trusting 
us with the work that we are trying 
to do,” said executive director Nicole 
Walske.

• Morden Curling Club: $10,000 for 
an accessible washroom as well as an 
accessible entry.

• Regional Connections: $10,000 for 
leasehold improvements for its new 
building project in Morden.

• Pembina Valley Child Care Cen-
tres hive site in Morden: $7,000 for 
nature playground fencing.

• Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre: 
$6,800 for the acquisition of a robotic 
station.

 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Morden Area Foundation board members distributed $86,000 in grants to 

numerous local organizations last week, including the police/fi re rink renovation 

project (above) and the Menzies Medical Centre (below).

Continued on page 15

“IT SHOWS THE DIVERSITY 

OF MORDEN AND THE 

GENEROSITY OF MORDEN.”
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“It keeps building”
By Lorne Stelmach

At its annual meeting last week, 
Morden Area Foundation board chair 
Brad Ritchie refl ected on how far the 
agency has come in the more than 
three decades since its inception. 

“It keeps building,” Ritchie said 
last Wednesday as the foundation 
gathered to hand out its most recent 
grants at the Morden Legion hall.

“The responsibilities that the board 
members carry, they become more 
signifi cant. They become diff erent but 
they become more signifi cant,” he re-
fl ected. “We recognize our role has ex-
panded, not only in giving out mon-
ey but growing the endowment and 
learning about what the needs of the 
community are because it’s becoming 
a more and more diverse community. 
We certainly try to have a very broad 
knowledge of what’s happening in 
Morden and area.”

The foundation reported revenue of 
over $404,000 for the past year, over 
$341,000 of which was in investment 
income. Meanwhile, expenses came 
in at just over $378,000, with a major-
ity of that in grants that totalled over 
$310,000, resulting in a surplus of 
over $26,000.

The foundation currently has overall 
investments that increased in value to 
over $7.2 million.

Some of the major funds that con-
tribute to that overall total include the 
Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre sus-
tainability fund (valued at over $1.7 
million), the Thomas Sill Foundation 

fund (over $1.3 million), the founda-
tion’s  general community fund  (over 
$1.1 million), the Learn and Return 
health care bursary (over $679,000), 
the Morden Area Foundation sup-
port fund (over $416,000), Power of 
the Purse (over $178,000) recreation 
and sport fund (over $147,000), the 
Manitoba Baseball Hall of Fame (over 
$125,000), William and Colleen Lyne 
Scholarship fund  (over $122,000), the 
Morden Area Foundation managed 
fund (over $108,000), and the City of 
Morden fund (over $103,000).

Ritchie also highlighted the success 
of some of the foundation’s initiatives 
including the Giving Week Challenge, 
which was boosted by donations from 
Decor Cabinets and the estate of Har-
old Bollenbach along with matching 
funds from the province and Winni-
peg Foundation.

Other initiatives ranged from the 
annual Citizen of Distinction Award 
to the Power of the Purse fundraiser 
to the ongoing work of the Youth in 
Philanthropy group at Morden Colle-
giate 

Ritchie said the annual meeting and 
grants night off ered a great opportu-
nity to promote and raise awareness 
of the foundation.

“It’s our chance to share with the 
community where we are from a 
number of aspects, certainly from a fi -
nancial perspective because we are an 
endowment, and where we are about 
growing the endowment and sharing 
the growth with all the worthy grant 

applications that come in on an annu-
al basis,” he said.

“And also it’s an opportunity to re-
kindle awareness about who we are, 
what we do and how people can sup-
port the foundation, as we need sup-
port so we can continue to support 
our growing community and the oth-
er increasing challenges that we see.”

Ritchie was also thankful for the 
board, citing how it is made up of 
people with a good combination of 
experience, skills, and knowledge.

He concluded with thanks for the 
community support that makes it 
possible.

“We’re very grateful for the generos-
ity of people who give, mostly from 
Morden but from other parts of the 
province as well,” Ritchie said. “They 
see that there’s a need, and they see 
that we’re fi lling that need, and they 
know that when they’re giving to the 
Morden Area Foundation their mon-
ey is going to last forever.”

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
The Morden Area Foundation board oversees investments totalling over $7.2 

million, interest from which is granted back out into the community.

• Morden Family Resource Cen-
tre: $5,200 for four parent and child 
six-week pre-school programs.

• Morden History and Archives: 
$3,100 for the preservation of his-
torical Morden photographs.

• Morden Activity Centre: 
$2,137.11 for an automated external 
defi brillator. 

• Big Brothers Big Sisters of the 
Pembina Valley: $1,800 for its after 
school mentoring program.

In addition, there was $18,000 in 
matching funds presented to the 
Morden Police and Morden Fire 
departments in connection to their 
fundraising campaign for upgrades 
at the outdoor skating rink. 

Stoesz said the foundation aims to 

support a wide range of organiza-
tions and projects in the communi-
ty, though she suggested they have 
“been more intentional to hit some 
of those wellness indicators, like ed-
ucation, health, food security … we 
have been more deliberate.”

She said they are also “being more 
intentional to actually ask the com-
munity what are the needs, so not 
only people who come to us with 
applications.

“What are the needs we are see-
ing? Maybe they’re not applying? 
Maybe they don’t know about the 
foundation? How can we meet the 
needs of Morden and areas that are 
maybe missed or fall through the 
cracks?”

 >  GRANTS, FROM PG. 14
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February is Heart Month. It’s a great opportunity to learn 
about heart health and refresh your knowledge about how to 
keep your heart strong. That said, some heart problems 
start at birth. This is called congenital heart disease. Here’s 
what you need to know.

Also known as a heart defect, congenital heart disease hap-
pens when parts of the heart, such as the walls, chambers, 
large vessels or valves, develop abnormally.

the blood may slow down, take the wrong path or stop mov-
ing altogether. The severity of the condition can vary widely. 
Some cases are minor; others require medical interven-
tion.

Congenital heart disease has several types, which can be 
divided into two main categories:

1. Septal defect, commonly called a “hole in the heart”

Being born with one of these abnormalities doesn’t mean 
your life will be cut short. Thanks to modern medicine and 
surgery, nine out of 10 children with congenital heart dis-
ease live into adulthood.

Visit heartandstroke.ca to learn more about congenital heart 
disease and many other heart conditions.

An estimated 70,000 heart attacks 
occur each year in Canada. That 
means one Canadian falls victim to a 
heart attack every seven minutes. 
Furthermore, over 16,000 deaths are 
from heart attacks every year, despite 
the fact that thousands of lives could 
be saved if proper treatment was 
received in time. In February, during 
Heart Month, the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation of Canada invites you to 
learn to recognize the warning signs of 
a heart attack in order to react quickly 
and save lives. 

Although chest pain is the most com-
mon symptom, the warning signs of a 
heart attack vary from person to per-
son, and some people don’t feel this 
pain at all. Similarly, it’s possible to feel 
only one symptom or a combination of 
the following symptoms: 

• chest pain or discomfort (tightness, 
sharp pain, burning, or heaviness in 
the chest)

• discomfort in the neck, jaw, 
shoulder, arms, or back 

• sweating 
• nausea 

• dizziness 
• shortness of breath 
If you experience any of these symp-
toms, you should call 911 then stop all 
activity and sit or lie down. Take a dose 
of nitroglycerin, if you take it on a regu-
lar basis, and follow the recommenda-
tions of the emergency operator until 
help arrives. 
To learn more about heart attacks or 
the warning signs of other heart dis-
eases and strokes, visit the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation’s website at www.
heartandstroke.com. 

POSSIBLE CAUSES
It’s often impossible to determine the exact cause of 
congenital heart disease. However, known causes 
include maternal use of drugs, alcohol or tobacco 
during pregnancy, as well as certain prescribed 
medications like thalidomide. Genetic and chromo-
somal abnormalities can also contribute, along with 
environmental factors like air pollution and exposure 
to pesticides.

Congenital heart disease: what exactly is it?

Would you recognize the signs of a heart attack?
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Although many associate weddings 
with the summer season, winter wed-
dings offer plenty of advantages. Ve-
nues and hotels are less busy in the 
off-season. Caterers, photographers 
and entertainers tend to have more 
availability. Also, prices are often lower. 
Here’s how to make your winter cele-
bration a success.

• Location. Choose a setting that feels 
warm and inviting, such as a lakeside 
cottage, a picturesque inn, a cozy ho-
tel or even a modern sugar shack. Just 
make sure the location is accessible. 
Avoid remote spots with poorly main-
tained roads that could become dan-
gerous in snowy conditions.

• Decorations. A winter-themed wed-
ding naturally has a magical feel. Opt 
for seasonal colours like white, pine 
green and icy blue. Decorate with na-
tural elements, such as fir branches 
and pinecones. Add soft lighting with 
candles—LED candles that mimic 
flames are a safe choice.

Getting married in winter: 
a bold and 
rewarding 
choice

• Outfits. If you’ll be spending 
part of the day outdoors, espe-
cially for that quintessential win-
ter photo shoot, make sure you 
stay warm by choosing ele-
gant and warm clothing. Think 
long-sleeved dresses, faux-
fur capes, quilted coats, wool 
suits, luxurious scarves and 
elegant lined boots.

A winter wedding creates a ro-
mantic atmosphere and endless 
creative possibilities. Work with 
local businesses and professio-
nals to plan your snowy wedding.
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MITT closing up shop; future of Morden program uncertain
By Lorne Stelmach

The shutdown of a Winnipeg-based 
educational institution has had a bit 
of a ripple eff ect with a new educa-
tional initiative based in Morden fac-
ing an uncertain future as a result.

The Manitoba Institute of Trades 
and Technology (MITT) announced 
last month that it would be winding 
down operations, with select pro-
grams transferring to Red River Col-
lege Polytech (RRC Polytech).

In a statement, MITT cited how over 
the past two years the federal gov-
ernment has made rapid, ongoing 
changes to the international student 
program. 

“These changes have created uncer-
tainty for students and post-second-
ary institutions across Canada and 
sent a message abroad that interna-
tional students aren’t valued here.

“As a result, institutions have faced 
fi nancial and operational shocks that 
they could not reasonably anticipate 
or absorb,” the statement continued. 
“The Manitoba Institute of Trades 
and Technology has seen internation-
al enrolment drop by more than 55 
per cent, making its current fi nancial 
model unsustainable.”

 VOICE FILE PHOTO 
The Manitoba Institute of Trades and Technology had partnered with Morden on 

a new network and systems administrator program last fall. The Winnipeg-based 

school has announced it will be shutting down.

Last fall, MITT in partnership with 
the City of Morden launched a net-
work and systems administrator 
diploma program out of renovated 
space in Boundary Trails Place.

The diploma program’s aim was to 

provide hands-on learning in infor-
mation and communication technol-
ogy and practicum experiences with 
local employers. 

A representative for the City of Mor-
den declined to comment at this time 

given they had little more informa-
tion about MITT’s decision to shut 
down or about the possible future of 
the local program.

The statement from MITT sought “to 
reassure students and parents that all 
students will be able to complete their 
studies. The transition will occur over 
the next year, with some programs 
and functions extending beyond this 
timeline under RRC Polytech’s lead-
ership. Students will continue to ac-
cess their programs as they currently 
do.

“We will work closely with the 
province and RRC Polytech to ensure 
students are supported and have a 
clear, well-defi ned plan for complet-
ing their program—whether they’re 
in our post-secondary, high school, 
adult learning, or English language 
programming. Any industry training 
that is underway will also continue to 
completion.

“As an initial step, a comprehensive 
review of MITT programs will be con-
ducted. We will engage with students, 
partner institutions, school divisions, 
industry partners, and other key 
stakeholders to ensure all program-
ming and partnerships are addressed 
thoughtfully and responsibly.”

One man facing drug charges in Altona bust
By Voice staff 

One man was arrested following a 
large-scale police operation in Altona 
late last month.

On Jan. 30, Manitoba First Nations 
Police Service (MFNPS) executed 
search warrants at multiple locations, 
with tactical support provided by of-
fi cers from Altona, Winkler, and the 

RCMP.
The investigation into drug traffi  ck-

ing activities impacting Roseau River 
First Nation and surrounding com-
munities began last September, police 
share, based in part on tips received 
from the community. 

Investigators identifi ed a person 
of interest with suspected direct in-
volvement in supplying metham-

phetamine and cocaine to community 
members. Police say he allegedly had 
frequent visits to known drug houses 
and connections to individuals active-
ly selling drugs on his behalf. 

The suspect was arrested and later 
released from custody to appear in 
court in Emerson to face charges of 
possession for the purpose of traffi  ck-
ing (both methamphetamine and co-

caine) and possession of proceeds of 
crime.

Other individuals interviewed in 
connection with the investigation 
were released without charges at this 
time. 

The investigation remains ongoing. 

By Voice staff 

Public health offi  cials with Mani-
toba Health, Seniors and Long-Term 
Care are notifying the public of new 
measles exposure sites in Brandon 
and southern Manitoba.

Anyone who attended Ag Days in 
Brandon, visited hotels, restaurants 
and shops should monitor for symp-
toms until Feb. 13. Possible exposures 
may have occurred in the city on the 
event days, on the days leading up to 
it and the days following it, beyond 
the locations listed.

Anyone at these locations on the 

specifi ed dates and times is asked to 
monitor for symptoms until the iden-
tifi ed dates and contact your health 
care provider should they occur:

• Manitoba Ag Days, Keystone Cen-
tre, Brandon, Jan. 20 from 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Monitor for symptoms until Feb. 
11. Jan. 21 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Mon-
itor for symptoms until Feb. 12. Jan. 
22 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monitor for 
symptoms until Feb. 13.

• Great Western Roadhouse, inside 
the Canad Inns Destination Centre, 
1125 18th St., Brandon on Jan. 20 from 
5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Monitor for symp-
toms until Feb. 11.

• Manitoba Ag Days, Agriculture in 
the Classroom event at the Provincial 
Exhibition of Manitoba Dome Build-
ing, Unit 1-A, 1200 13th St., Brandon, 
Jan. 20 from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Moni-
tor for symptoms until Feb. 11. Jan. 21 
from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monitor for 
symptoms until Feb. 12. Jan. 22 from 
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monitor for symp-
toms until Feb. 13.

• Stacked Pancake and Breakfast 
House, 777 Norquay Dr., Winkler, 
on Feb. 1 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Monitor for symptoms until Feb. 23.

• Boundary Trails Health Centre 
public health offi  ce, near Winkler, on 

Feb. 2 from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Moni-
tor for symptoms until Feb. 24.

• Boundary Trails Health Centre 
emergency department, near Winkler, 
on Feb. 3 from 7 p.m. to Feb. 4 at 1:10 
a.m. Monitor for symptoms until Feb. 
26.

Public health is also asking anyone 
who was at these locations during 
the specifi ed times to check their im-
munization records and ensure they 
are up to date with measles vaccine 
(MMR or MMRV).

Officials warn of measles exposures at Ag Days
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Royals roll, 
Bombers surge, 
Wild stumble 
heading into 
playoffs
By Lana Meier

The Winkler Royals, Morden Bomb-
ers and Red River Wild each closed 
out the SEMHL regular season with 
contrasting results last weekend as 
the league prepares to transition into 
playoff  hockey.

League-leading Winkler continued 
its strong fi nish with a pair of con-
vincing wins, defeating the Carman 
Beavers 11–8 on Friday before routing 
the Warren Mercs 10–1 on Saturday.

Friday’s matchup with Carman was 
a wide-open aff air that saw the teams 
trade goals throughout the fi rst two 
periods. Winkler struck twice in the 
opening 90 seconds and never trailed, 
getting multi-point performances 
from Justin Augert, Adam Henry 
and Aaron Lewadniuk. James Penner 
scored the game-winning goal early 
in the third, while Matthew Thiessen 
stopped 37 shots to earn the win.

The Royals followed up with a 
dominant showing Saturday in Alto-
na, holding Warren to a single pow-
er-play goal while pouring in 10 of 
their own. Augert scored twice, Henry 
added a goal and an assist, and Thies-
sen turned aside 47 shots as Winkler 
closed the regular season fi rst overall 
with a 14-3-1 record and 29 points.

Morden capped off  its regular sea-
son Saturday with a 9–4 victory over 
the Notre Dame Hawks, powered by 
a three-goal special teams eff ort and 
balanced scoring throughout the line-
up.

After trailing briefl y early, the 
Bombers took control with fi ve unan-
swered goals spanning the fi rst and 
second periods. Collin Shirley, Mike 
Rey and Jay Fehr each fi nished with 
multi-point nights, while Reed Peters 
made 40 saves in goal.

The win secured Morden fi fth place 
in the standings with an 8-9-1 record, 
positioning the Bombers as a poten-

tial fi rst-round spoiler heading into 
the postseason.

Red River struggled down the 
stretch, falling 5–2 to the Springfi eld 
Winterhawks on Friday before suff er-
ing an 11–1 loss to the Ile des Chênes 
Northstars on Saturday.

Against Springfi eld, Red River 
opened the scoring but was undone 
by special teams, allowing two pow-
er-play goals late in the second peri-
od. Jayden Catellier stopped 34 shots 
in the loss.

Saturday’s contest against Ile des 
Chênes quickly got away from the 
Wild, who were limited to a single 
second-period goal from Clint Lucier 
as the Northstars struck early and of-
ten. Red River used two goaltenders 
as Ile des Chênes extended its road 
dominance.

Despite the losses, Red River fi n-
ished fourth in the SEMHL standings 
at 10-6-2 with 22 points.

Playoff s next

 PHOTOS BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
Notre Dame’s Jake Carel and Morden’s 

Tyler Campbell race for the puck in 

Saturday’s 9-4 Bombers victory. Right: 

Morden’s Cade Kowalski (left) receives 

the 2025-26 SEMHL Rookie Of The Year 

Award from presenter and teammate 

Collin Shirley.

The SEMHL regular season con-
cludes Feb. 10, with all nine teams 
advancing to the playoff s. The post-
season opens with a Survivor Series 
between the eighth- and ninth-place 
teams, with the winner moving on to 

face the fi rst-place club. The remain-
der of the playoff s will feature best-
of-fi ve series in the fi rst two rounds, 
followed by a best-of-seven league 
fi nal.
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Flyers win three straight
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Flyers added three 
more to the win column in MJHL ac-
tion this past week.

On Feb. 3 they welcomed the sixth-
place Winnipeg Blizzard to town, and 
sent them packing with a 7-2 loss.

It was all-Winkler through the fi rst 
40 minutes, with goals from Connor 
Rieger, William Lyons (with two), 
Ethan MacTavish, Niklas Gudmund-
son, and Charlie Weaver giving the 
home team a 6-0 lead heading into the 
fi nal frame.

There, the Blizzard bookended the 
period with goals, wrapped around 
one more from MacTavish.

Liam Russell was called on to make 
20 saves in net off  22 shots. His team-
mates fi red 36 the other way.

The Flyers then squared off  against 
the fi rst-place Niverville Nighthawks 
Friday night, also in Winkler.

The two teams matched each oth-
er shot for shot through the fi rst pe-
riod—seven in all—but when the 
whistle blew it was Winkler who was 
up 2-1 thanks to goals from Tanner 
George and Joshua Ingram.

Another close period in the second 
frame—with 14 shots on net from 
Winkler and 13 from Niverville—saw 
the Flyers add three to the Night-

hawks’ two to remain in the lead 5-3. 
Scoring was courtesy of Riley Fequet, 
Aiden Jacobson, and Gudmundson.

Niverville tried to close the gap in 
the third, but Winkler matched them 
goal for goal thanks to George and 
Bernier to win it 7-5.

Liam Ernst was between the posts 
for the Flyers this game and he made 
24 saves as shots on goal clocked in 
at 29-29.

The next night the Flyers blanked 
the visiting Swan Valley Stampeders 
7-0. Gudmundson and Weaver both 
scored twice while Trevor Dalton, 
George, and Lyons contributed sin-
gles.

Russell got the shutout in net, mak-
ing 30 saves.

The Flyers remain in fourth place in 
the MGEU East Division with a record 
of 26-16-1-2 and 55 points. They’re 
tied in points with the third-place Ter-
riers, though Portage has two games 
in hand. In fi rst and second place is 
Niverville (79 points) and Steinbach 
(72), both of whom  have earned their 
seat at the playoff  table.

This week Winkler hosts Portage 
Tuesday, Virden on Friday, and Way-
wayseecappo Saturday night. They 
then hit the road to play in Virden on 
Louis Riel Day.

By Lorne Stelmach

It was an up and down week for the 
male U18 Pembina Valley Hawks, 
as they dropped two of their three 
games.

It started with a 6-3 loss to the Win-
nipeg Wild last Wednesday, but the 
Hawks then rebounded to double up 
Kenora 8-4 Friday. Sunday, though, 
then saw Pembina Valley fall 7-2 to 
Brandon.

Koen Bleznuk was under fi re in the 
Hawks’ goal against the Wild in Win-
nipeg as he stopped 43 of 48 shots 
before the Wild put it away with an 
empty netter. Shots on goal overall 
were 49-23.

Ocean Fehr had a goal and an assist 
for Pembina Valley, with the other 
markers coming from Carson Hiebert 
and Cole Secord.

It was a diff erent story against Ke-
nora as the Hawks had a 46-26 edge 
in shots and took period leads of 4-1 
and 6-3.

Tyson Pethybridge had a goal and 
an assist with Paxton White contrib-
uting a goal and a pair of assists. Also 
scoring were Fehr, Secord, Caden Mc-
Mahon, Logan Delichte, and Mason 
Leite.

The Wheat Kings connected for a 
pair of power play goals as they held 
period leads of 3-1 and 4-2 before col-
lecting three more unanswered goals 
in the fi nal frame.

Hiebert and Ragnar Gillis scored for 
the Hawks, while Bleznuk took the 
loss with 32 saves. Shots on goal over-
all were even at 39 apiece.

Pembina Valley remains in eighth 
place at 23-17-1-1 for 48 points, which 
leaves them one back of Parkland and 
three behind Southwest.

The Hawks continue a fi ve game 
homestand this weekend starting 
with Eastman Friday followed by In-
terlake Saturday and then the Winni-
peg Bruins Sunday.

 PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
With Jacob Michelson and Evan Panzer at the doorstep, Flyers netminder Liam 

Ernst makes a save during their penalty kill to help keep the Flyers in the lead in 

their 7-5 win over Niverville Friday night.

A rocky week for U18 
male PV Hawks

 PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
Flyer Jacob Michelson was honoured as RBC’s MJHL Community Ambassador at 

Friday’s home game. Michelson was recognized for his work in the community, 

including mentoring younger athletes with Winkler Minor Hockey and through 

Big Brothers Big Sisters’ fl oor hockey program and volunteering at the Winkler 

Food Cupboard and Salem Home. The award comes with a $1,000 donation from 

RBC to the school of Michelson’s choice: Emerado Centennial School.

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
What’s                 story?  
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By Jessica Eblie

When the women’s doubles luge 
competition launches at the 2026 
Olympic Winter Games in Italy, for-
mer long-time Carman residents, 
Wayne and Carol Allan, will be watch-
ing with pride. Their granddaughter, 
22-year-old Kailey Allan, will be rep-
resenting Team Canada in the inaugu-
ral women’s doubles luge event. 

Kailey will compete on Feb. 11 in 
Cortina d’Ampezzo as part of Cana-
da’s women’s doubles luge team, with 
her partner Beattie Podulsky. While 
doubles luge has been an Olympic 
event for decades, Milano Cortina 
2026 will mark the sport’s debut for 
women. The discipline features two 
athletes racing together on a single 
sled, requiring precise timing, com-
munication and trust while reaching 
speeds of more than 130 kilometres 
per hour.

For Wayne and Carol, who lived in 
Carman for nearly 40 years before 
moving to rural British Columbia in 
2015, the moment is historic, celebra-
tory and deeply personal. “We were 
in Carman for about 40 years,” Carol 
said. Carol added that she still hears 
from friends in Carman who are fol-
lowing Kailey’s Olympic run via 
Facebook. 

According to Kailey’s parents, Stac-

ey and Don, she has always been a su-
perb athlete. “She did every sport she 
could growing up,” Carol said. “She 
did ski racing, competitive softball, 
and track, (but) as you go along and 
get older, you have to start weeding 
out some of these sports.” 

Kailey fi rst stepped onto a luge sled 
at age 10, after spotting a sign in Cal-
gary inviting youngsters to try the 
sport. What began as a summer camp 
soon became a high-performance 
pursuit, carrying her from training 
sessions to international competition 
venues around the world.

For the fi rst 11 years of her luge ca-
reer, Kailey competed as a singles 
slider. She represented Canada at the 
Youth Olympic Games in 2020 in St. 
Moritz, Switzerland, gaining experi-
ence on the international stage and 
earning a seventh-place fi nish overall.

Kailey came up short in qualifying 
for the women’s singles luge event at 
the Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics, but 
nevertheless persisted in her eff orts 
to qualify for the 2026 Games. That 
determination ultimately led to a new 
goal — women’s doubles luge.

About 18 months ago, Kailey and 
fellow Calgary-based athlete Beat-
tie Podulsky decided to partner up, 
forming one of Canada’s most com-
petitive women’s doubles luge teams. 
“They were both single sliders pre-

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Kailey Allan (right) and her partner Beattie Podulsky, at the 2025 International 

Luge Federation (FIL) World Championships in Whistler, B.C., where they captured 

the bronze.

Kailey Allan (back) and Beattie Podulsky (front) preparing for a luge run in 

competition.

Carman family watches Olympic history unfold

viously and thought, well, Canada 
needed a doubles women’s team,” 
Stacey said. 

Despite their recent partnership, the 
duo has already found success. Last 
season, they earned a bronze medal at 
the Under-23 World Championships 
and another bronze as part of Cana-
da’s mixed team relay at the Interna-
tional Luge Federation (FIL) World 
Championships in Whistler, BC. In 
the lead-up to the Olympics, the duo 
ranks just outside the top 10 interna-
tionally in women’s doubles and has 
placed well in qualifying competi-
tions leading up to Milano Cortina. 

“Their goal is to do well (at the 
Olympics), probably place in the top 
eight, maybe top six,” stated Stacey. 

According to the Allan family, luge 
is “the fastest sport on ice.” Singles 
sliders can reach speeds exceeding 
143 kilometres per hour, while dou-
bles athletes face added challenges of 
weight, balance, unison and trust.

For the duo of Kailey Allan and 
Podulsky, Kailey rides on the bottom 
of the sled, with her partner lying on 
top of her. The athletes are secured 
together, navigating narrow ice corri-
dors at extreme speeds, all while try-
ing to be the fastest team in order to 
win the event. 

“It’s kind of like driving a dou-
ble-decker bus down an F-1 track,” 
Stacey said. 

Despite the intensity, Kailey’s family 
describes her as someone who balanc-
es competitiveness with joy. “She’s 

determined and driven, but she’s 
having fun,” Stacey added. “There’s 
always a smile on her face.”

As the Allan family prepares to trav-
el to Italy to support Kailey in person, 
they say the experience has already 
been incredible. Beyond medals and 
rankings, they hope Kailey’s journey 
sends a message to young athletes. 

“Anything’s possible,” Carol said. 
“The places she’s been, the people 
she’s met. Sport builds character and 
life experience.”

In a text communication, Kailey stat-
ed that she is looking forward to com-
peting and has done everything pos-
sible to prepare for these Games. “I’m 
super excited to compete in my fi rst 
Olympic Games and represent Cana-
da in the fi rst ever women’s doubles 
event,” she added. 

Although Carman was never Allan’s 
hometown, her family’s decades-long 
presence in the community means her 
Olympic debut is being followed with 
interest by residents who knew her 
grandparents and have watched her 
career unfold from afar.

As the Olympics approach, Allan’s 
participation off ers local readers a 
chance to witness both an Olym-
pic fi rst and the success of an ath-
lete connected to the community 
through family roots rather than res-
idence. Kailey’s Olympic moment is 
a reminder that no matter where you 
grew up in Canada or who you are, 
Olympic dreams can take shape and 
slide all the way to the global stage.

“ANYTHING’S POSSIBLE. THE PLACES SHE’S BEEN, THE PEOPLE 

SHE’S MET. SPORT BUILDS CHARACTER AND LIFE EXPERIENCE.”
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By Annaliese Meier

While elite curlers compete under bright lights at 
national and international championships, the con-
ditions they rely on are often created by ice makers 
with roots in small Manitoba communities.

That connection was on display at the Selkirk 
Curling Club, where fresh ice was being prepared 
ahead of men’s provincial competition under the 
direction of Matt Rankinee, a Manitoba-based ice 
technician whose work regularly takes him across 
North America.

Rankine is part of a group of Manitoba and Win-
nipeg ice makers widely respected within curling 
circles for their technical expertise and consistency 
at major events. Another Manitoba ice maker, Greg 
Ewasko of Tyndall, is currently in Italy prepar-
ing ice for the upcoming Olympic Winter Games. 
Ewasko would otherwise have been part of the Sel-
kirk crew, Rankine said.

From Rankine’s perspective, Manitoba’s reputa-
tion for producing world-class curling ice is built 
on decades of mentorship and shared knowledge.

“I would say it’s kind of a legacy thing,” Rankine 
said. “We were fortunate enough to have Hans 
Wuthrich in our province, and Eric Montford, 
who—along with Shorty out of Ontario—really de-
veloped this way of making ice. The grassroots of it 
started right here in Manitoba.”

That knowledge, Rankine said, was passed down 
through generations of technicians, including Mark 
Shurek and Ewasko, both of whom have worked 
major national and international events.

“I’m two generations removed from that,” he said. 
“I got the opportunity to learn from Greg Ewasko, 
Hans Wuthrich, Mark Shurek and Eric Montford, 
who is my uncle. To be able to learn from the best in 
the world is a pretty special thing.”

Curling ice preparation is a highly specialized 
skill requiring precise control of temperature, hu-
midity, pebble and surface texture. Even small im-
perfections can aff ect stone movement and fairness 
of play.

“It has to be perfectly fl at and perfectly level,” 
Rankine said. “The rocks will always fi nd areas that 
are not level.”

At Selkirk, Rankine worked alongside club volun-
teers to break in newly refreshed, or “green,” ice — 
a stage where technicians are still fi ne-tuning con-
ditions and want stones running repeatedly over 
every sheet.

That process included a practice game played by 
the provincial senior men’s champions, skipped by 
George Hacking. The goal, Hacking said, was to 
help “work in” both the ice and the rocks before the 
provincials begin.

“We always appreciate the opportunity to prac-
tice on competition ice, so we volunteered to play 
against a Selkirk team to break in the rocks and the 
ice,” Hacking said. “We had a very good turnout of 
volunteers and the exercise was a great success.”

From a curler’s perspective, Hacking said green 
ice can play diff erently than a settled surface, espe-
cially when stones have been freshly sanded.

“Green ice is very heavy and with fresh sanded 
stones it’s very swingy and heavy,” he said. “It’s a 
good opportunity to work on positive releases to 
try and ‘set a rock back’ to delay the massive curl 
at the end.”

Hacking said the practice game also serves a prac-
tical purpose for the ice crew: it gives technicians 

immediate, real-world information about how the 
stones are tracking — and whether anything needs 
to be corrected before competition begins.

“They watch and look for any feedback — hope-
fully the rocks track consistently and fairly evenly 
as to line and weight,” he said. “The more consis-
tent the rocks, the more personal skill is a factor.”

As experienced competitors, Hacking said se-
nior-level curlers can help identify issues early, in-
cluding stones that aren’t running true.

“The main thing is to get the rocks moving,” he 
said. “If we saw a ‘bad rock’ we could notify him, 
but the Curl Manitoba rocks are high quality and 
consistent.”

While curlers can off er feedback, Hacking empha-
sized that ice maker expertise is the foundation of 
fair, consistent championship conditions.

“Ice maker expertise is the most critical factor — 
balancing temp and humidity to keep the ice hard, 
without a lot of frost buildup,” he said. “Curlers are 
at their mercy — but it’s the same for both teams.”

Rankine said that balance is achieved through 
constant monitoring and adjustment, including 
control over building temperatures.

“You’re constantly just trying to make sure the 
water is the best, the scraper blade is the best, the 
temperatures are set proper — everything,” he said. 
“Because without that, they’ll notice.”

Volunteers remain essential to delivering that 
standard, Rankine added.

“It’s huge,” he said. “Without volunteers, we 
couldn’t do this.”

Although Selkirk’s senior men’s team is not 
competing this week due to scheduling confl icts 
between Manitoba qualifying and the Canadian 
championships, Hacking said the club’s involve-
ment remains signifi cant.

“Selkirk hosts quite often in the rotation and oth-
er than Steinbach’s new facility, Selkirk’s one of the 
best places to watch,” he said. “It takes hundreds of 
volunteers, and Selkirk and area curling clubs step 
up to volunteer and provide the best ice, sight lines 
and entertainment value whenever we host.”

Hacking also pointed to Selkirk’s ability to deliv-
er under pressure, including hosting a provincial 
event in a modifi ed bubble in 2022.

“The committee works countless hours and 
should be commended for bringing Selkirk to the 
forefront of the curling world whenever we host,” 

he said.
Rather than 

being measured 
solely by teams 
on the ice, Man-
itoba’s infl u-
ence on curling 
continues to 
be felt behind 
the scenes — 
through the ice 
makers, volun-
teers and vet-
eran curlers 
who help shape 
championship 
play long before 
the fi rst draw be-
gins.

George Hacking, skip of the provincial senior men’s 

champions, sweeps during a practice game at the 

Selkirk Curling Club. The game helped break in freshly 

prepared ice ahead of men’s provincials.

Matt Rankine oversees ice preparation at the Selkirk 

Curling Club ahead of men’s provincial competition. 

The Manitoba-based technician is part of a network 

of ice makers regularly selected for national, 

international and Olympic-level events.

Manitoba’s ice makers: small-town roots, world-class impact

PHOTOS BY BRETT MITCHELL/VOICE
Volunteers and ice technicians work together at the Selkirk Curling Club as freshly 

prepared ice is broken in ahead of men’s provincial competition. A practice game involving 

the provincial senior men’s champions helps break in the ice and stones while providing 

early feedback on consistency.
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DID YOU KNOW? 
Every flyer booked in the Winkler-Morden 

Voice supports our future generations.
E

Did you know that 
we employ 56 carriers to 

deliver the newspaper 
and flyers door to door 
in Morden and Winkler

- keeping our 
dollars local.

Purchase ad space or book your flyer with the Winkler Morden Voice and 
support our local economy. We have 56 local carriers that look forward to 

delivering the Winkler Morden Voice every week to save money to plan for the future. 
Support our future generations and book an ad or flyer with us today 

Call or text Gwen Dyck @ 204-823-0535 or email: gdyck@winklermordenvoice.ca 
Thank you to PharmaChoice, Peavy Mart, Walmart, 

Natural Factors & Home Hardware for supporting our local carrier force.

By Haley Cvar

Manitoba has a new men’s curling 
champion.

Braden Calvert and his Heather 
Curling Club rink captured the Bunge 
Championship title Sunday afternoon 
in Selkirk, defeating Jordon McDon-
ald of the Assiniboine Memorial Curl-
ing Club in an extra end to earn their 
fi rst Manitoba men’s crown.

Calvert, joined by third Corey 
Chambers, second Kyle Kurz, lead 
Brendan Bilawka and alternate Rob 
Gordon, prevailed in a dramatic re-
match of Saturday night’s Page 1-2 
playoff  game, also won by the Heath-
er rink.

The championship fi nal was tied 
7-7 after 10 ends when Calvert slid a 
foot deep on his last-stone draw, con-
ceding a single point to force an ex-
tra end. In the 11th, Calvert set up the 
winning chance with a perfect fi rst-
stone hit, leaving McDonald facing a 
diffi  cult draw around two centre-line 
stones. McDonald made the shot but 
left Calvert a short runback, which he 
converted to seal the win to represent 
Manitoba at the national champion-
ship.

For Calvert and his teammates, the 
victory marked a breakthrough after 
falling short in the past two provin-
cial fi nals — losing to Reid Carruthers 

in 2025 and Brad Jacobs in 2024.
McDonald’s rink, which includes 

Jacques Gauthier, Elias Huminicki 
and Cam Olafson, had reached the 
fi nal earlier Sunday with a six-end 
semifi nal win over Brett Walter’s As-
siniboine Memorial team.

The result capped a week that guar-
anteed a new provincial champion. 
Defending champion and top seed 
Reid Carruthers and his Granite Curl-
ing Club rink were eliminated Sat-
urday afternoon by Kelly Marnoch’s 
Carberry foursome, opening the door 
for a fi rst-time men’s champion.

None of the three teams remaining 
heading into the fi nal day — Calvert, 
McDonald and Walter — had previ-
ously represented Manitoba at the Ca-
nadian men’s championship, though 
several players had won provincial ti-
tles at the junior, U18 or mixed levels.

Calvert earned his spot in Sunday’s 
fi nal by edging McDonald 8-7 in the 
Page 1-2 playoff  Saturday evening. 
McDonald led 5-3 at the mid-game 
break but surrendered fi ve points 
over the next four ends. Facing a Mc-
Donald stone on the button in the 
10th, Calvert executed a near-perfect 
freeze, limiting McDonald to a single 
point.

Earlier in the playoff s, Walter de-
feated Marnoch 8-6 in the Page 3-4 
game, running the Carberry rink out 

of stones in the 10th end. Marnoch 
had advanced with his upset of Car-
ruthers, while Walter reached the 
playoff  round with wins over Steve 
Irwin of Brandon and Tanner Lott of 
Fort Rouge.

The championship fi eld featured 
a new triple knockout format, with 
Carruthers, McDonald, Calvert and 
Walter all advancing through the 
opening round unbeaten. Preliminary 
round wins for Calvert came over Ste-
fan Gudmundson of Steinbach and 

Irwin, while McDonald defeated Der-
rick Anderson of Gimli and Marnoch. 
Walter’s early victories were against 
Marcus Titchkosky of Morden and 
Lott.

With the win, Calvert will represent 
Manitoba at the Montana’s Brier in St. 
John’s, N.L., from Feb. 28 to March 7. 
Manitoba will be represented by two 
teams at the national championship, 
as Matt Dunstone’s rink has pre-qual-
ifi ed for the event.

PHOTO BY BRETT MITCHELL/VOICE
Braden Calvert (left) poses with third Corey Chambers, second Kyle Kurz, 

lead Brendan Bilawka and alternate Rob Gordon after capturing the Bunge 

Championship title Sunday in Selkirk. The Heather Curling Club rink claimed its 

fi rst Manitoba men’s crown with an extra-end win in the fi nal and will represent 

the province at the Montana’s Brier in St. John’s, N.L.

Calvert claims first Manitoba men’s title at Bunge Championship

Female Hawks fall short against Chiefs, Wildcats
By Lorne Stelmach

They were close, hard-fought games, 
but the female U18 Pembina Valley 
Hawks unfortunately came up short 
in their two matchups this past week-
end.

Sixth-place Pembina Valley fi rst 
fell 3-1 to the fi fth-place Yellowhead 
Chiefs Friday and then were edged 
3-2 Saturday by the third-place West-

man Wildcats.
Delaney Darby opened scoring in 

the fi rst period for the Hawks against 
Yellowhead, but the Chiefs tied it 
up with a second period powerplay 
goal then collected the winner and an 
empty net goal in the third.

Hannah Bannister made 36 saves in 
net for the Hawks, who overall were 
outshot 39-25, with one shot being the 
empty net goal.

A power play goal made the diff er-
ence for Westman as they connected 
on the man advantage with just under 
nine minutes remaining in the third 
period to snap the 2-2 tie.

The Wildcats had taken a two-goal 
lead before Casey O’Brien and Sophia 
Cox connected about a minute and 
a half apart to even the game in the 
fi nal frame. Madison Froese made 27 
saves with Westman holding a 30-23 

edge in shots on goal.
At the end of the weekend, Pembina 

Valley sat in sixth place at 8-17-0-1 for 
17 points, which had them even with 
Central Plains, with a game in hand. 
They were 11 points behind fi fth place 
Yellowhead and nine points ahead of 
last place Interlake.

Pembina Valley closes out their 
schedule by hosting Eastman Mon-
day then visiting Interlake Friday.
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By Lana Meier
The Red River Mudbugs closed out 

a demanding three-game stretch with 
a pair of wins, rebounding from a nar-
row midweek loss to fi nish the week 
on a positive note in Hanover Tache 
Junior Hockey League action.

Red River opened the week Wednes-
day with a 3–2 road loss to the East 
St. Paul Gators at St. Jean Arena. After 
40 scoreless minutes, the Mudbugs 
answered an early third-period goal 
with a powerplay marker from Gavin 

Hildebrandt, assisted by Ty Tarnick 
and Ethan Clace, before Griffi  n Hil-
derbrand gave Red River a brief 2–1 
lead midway through the period. East 
St. Paul responded quickly, however, 
and scored the eventual game-win-
ner at 13:01. Tyler Blanchette made 35 
saves in the loss.

The Mudbugs bounced back Friday 
night with an impressive 5–2 home 
win over the Springfi eld Xtreme. Red 
River jumped out to a fast start with 
fi rst-period goals from Griffi  n Hil-

derbrand, Braison Penner and Reece 
Fehr, with Fehr’s tally standing up as 
the game-winner. Penner added his 
second of the night late in the third, 
while Connor Parago stopped 24 
shots to secure the victory.

Red River carried that momentum 
into Saturday’s road matchup against 
the Steinbach Huskies, earning a 5–4 
shootout win at the T.G. Smith Cen-
tre. After falling behind 2–0 early, 
the Mudbugs responded with three 
straight goals in the second period 

from Hilderbrand, Hildebrandt and 
Tyson Froese. Steinbach rallied to 
force overtime, but Froese scored the 
lone goal in the shootout, and Para-
go turned aside 60 shots in a standout 
performance.

With the week’s results, Red River 
fi nished the regular season at 12-17-1, 
placing eighth overall and setting up 
a best-of-three play-in series against 
East St. Paul. Dates and times for the 
series were not available at press time.

Mudbugs rebound with two wins in busy HTJHL week

By Lana Meier
A four-goal second period proved 

decisive as the Ft. Garry/Ft. Rouge 
Twins defeated the Pembina Valley 
Twisters 6–3 in Manitoba Major Ju-
nior Hockey League action Friday 
night at the Morris MultiPlex.

Pembina Valley opened the scor-
ing midway through the fi rst period 
when Ayden Lazarenko found the net 
at 7:37, giving the Twisters an early 
1–0 lead. Ft. Garry responded early 
in the second period, however, and 
quickly took control of the game.

Lucas Spencer tied the contest at 2:42 
of the second period, before Ketema 
Wall restored the Twisters’ lead with 
a shorthanded goal at 6:33. The lead 
was short-lived, as the Twins scored 
three unanswered goals later in the 
period — including a power-play 
marker by Drew Russell at 19:15 — to 
take a 4–2 advantage into the inter-
mission.

Ft. Garry added two more goals in 
the third period, with Spencer com-
pleting a hat trick and Russell scor-
ing his second power-play goal of the 

night. Carter Unger scored Pembina 
Valley’s fi nal goal at 4:26 of the third 
period, converting on the power play.

The Twins outshot the Twisters 53–
38. Rowan Cherkas made 47 saves in 
goal for Pembina Valley, while Alex 
Pauls stopped 35 shots to earn the 
win for Ft. Garry.

With the loss, Pembina Valley fell to 
5-27-1 on the season and remains 10th 
in the MMJHL standings. Ft. Garry 
improved to 17-14-3 and sits seventh 
overall.

The teams will meet again later this 

season as Pembina Valley continues 
its fi nal stretch of the regular season.

Several local players were rec-
ognized with selection to the 2026 
MMJHL All-Star Game, which was 
played Saturday, Feb. 7, at Eric Coy 
Arena in Winnipeg. Representing 
the Pembina Valley Twisters were 
forwards Owen Vanrobaeys, Ethan 
Wilde, and Matt Lizotte. The All-Star 
selections highlight strong individual 
seasons and gave local fans a chance 
to see familiar faces compete along-
side the league’s top talent.

Twins pull away in second period to defeat Twisters

By Haley Cvar

Kerri Einarson captured her fi fth 
national championship Feb. 1, de-
feating Kaitlyn Lawes 4–3 in an extra 
end to win the Scotties Tournament of 
Hearts in Mississauga, Ont.

The Team Canada skip forced an 
11th end before stealing the winning 
point to edge the Manitoba rink in a 
tightly contested fi nal.

“Oh, my God, what an amazing 
feeling,” Einarson said during a post-
game interview on TSN. “Just over-
whelmed. I’m super proud of us. It 
was a grind this week and we had 
to make some big clutch shots to get 
ourselves into this fi nal. So I’m super 
proud of my team and thank you to 
all the fans.”

Lawes entered the championship 
game undefeated and was appearing 
in her fi rst Scotties fi nal since 2015, 
when she won the national title play-
ing third for Jennifer Jones’s Manito-
ba team.

Einarson struck fi rst in the second 
end after Lawes’s fi nal stone came 
up light, allowing Canada to pick up 
an easy steal. Another Manitoba er-
ror proved costly in the fourth end 
when Lawes attempted a short-angle 
runback wrecked on the guard, giv-

ing Einarson a second steal and a 2–0 
lead.

Manitoba tied the game in the sixth 
following an uncharacteristic miss by 
Einarson. Her fi nal takeout attempt, 
her rock did not connect and slid 
through the house, opening the door 
for Lawes to draw for two.

Lawes took her fi rst lead of the game 
in the seventh when Einarson nar-
rowly missed a double takeout, leav-
ing one Manitoba stone biting the red 
ring for a single.

After two blank ends, the teams 
reached the 10th end with Lawes 
holding last rock and four stones in 
the house. Facing elimination, Ein-
arson executed a precise angle raise 
for the single and force extra ends 
— a shot she described as one of the 
week’s defi ning moments.

“All I thought in my head was, ‘Just 
make this one for your team, Kerri, 
and take it to an extra,’” she said. “So 
yeah, it was a clutch one. It’s incred-
ible.”

The championship run capped a de-
manding playoff  path for Einarson, 
who lost 10–2 in eight ends to Lawes 
in Saturday’s 1/2 Page playoff  and 
had to advance through the semifi nal 
to earn a rematch.

Einarson sealed the title with a steal 

PHOTO CURLING CANADA/ANDREW KLAVER
Scotties Tournament of Hearts champions Kerri Einarson (skip), Val Sweeting 

(third/vice-skip), Shannon Birchard (second), Karlee Burgess (lead), Krysten 

Karwacki (alternate/lead) and Reid Carruthers (coach).

Einarson claims fifth Scotties in extra end

in the 11th end, reclaiming the Scotties 
crown and the right to represent Can-
ada at the upcoming world champi-
onship in Calgary — an opportunity 
she said remains deeply meaningful.

“It feels amazing,” she said. “To 
wear the maple leaf is an absolute 
honour, and we’re so looking forward 
to playing here in Canada.”

With the Scotties title secured, Ein-
arson and her team will now turn 
their attention to the World Women’s 
Curling Championship, scheduled 
for March 14–22 in Calgary. The event 
will see Canada host the world’s top 
women’s curling teams, with Einar-
son once again wearing the maple leaf 
on home ice.
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Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

SCRAP  METAL
Buyer for all farm-
yard scrap, machinery 
and autos. No item 
too large! Best prices 
paid. Phone Alf at 204-
461-1649.

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all un-
wanted fi rearms. Fully 
licensed for both non-
restricted and restrict-
ed. Anywhere from 
individual items to es-
tates. Cash buyer, pay-
ing top dollar. Please 
call or text Adam at 
204-795-2850.
––––––––––––––––––––
W A N T E D / B U Y I N G 
1950’s–80’s Scandina-
vian, Danish, Canadi-
an Mid-Century Mod-
ern Furniture (Teak, 
Walnut, Rosewood), 
lighting, ceramics, 
textiles, stereo or de-
sign. Contact Daniel 
at TEXT/PHONE: 204-
918-1607.

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.

NOTICES
NOW BOOKING YOUR 
CLASSIFIED ADS FOR 
2026! Let us help you 
book your blanket 
classifi ed ads across 
Manitoba, and in-
crease your presence! 
If have a booth at any 
upcoming TRADE 
SHOWS, advertise, 
and let people know 
that you will be there 
by placing an ad with 
us! Your ad will be 
seen in the MCNA 
Member Newspa-
pers, in over 368,000+ 
homes in Manitoba. 
Please Call 204-467-
5836 or MCNA at 204-
947-1691 for more 
details or to book ads. 
Take advantage of our 
great pricing! MCNA - 
Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Associa-
tion. www.mcna.com

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & car-
tilage cell regenera-
tion & development. 
Stonewood Elk Ranch 
Ltd., 204-467-8884 
or e-mail stonewood
elkranch@gmail.com

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

Utilities included.
Fridge, stove and 

dishwasher included. 
Indoor parking extra.

Call Rick at 
204-324-7222

BRAND NEW STUDIO 
APARTMENTS
FOR RENT IN ALTONA. 
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FARMLAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
R.M. of MONTCALM

When submitting an offer, please note:
1.  The highest, or any, offer will not necessarily be accepted.
2.  Offers may be for both or either parcel.
3.  The date of closing and possession will be March 27, 2026.
4.  The date of adjustments will be January 1, 2026.
5.  You must provide a certified check or bank draft in the 
 amount of $10,000.00 payable to Cole & Mace Law 
 Office. The cheques accompanying unsuccessful tenders 
 will be returned.
6.  You must rely on your own research of the property.
7.  Tenders are binding upon acceptance and not subject to 
 any conditions precedent.
8.  Tenders may only be submitted in the form provided by 
 Cole & Mace Law Office; a form of tender may be 
 requested from Cole & Mace Law Office in person at the 
 address below, or by emailing: adam@colemacelaw.com.
9.  The Vendor will be responsible for the taxes on the 
 property up to the date of adjustments.
10.  The Purchaser will be required to pay GST unless the 
 Purchaser is registered for GST and agrees to self-assess.
11.  Title to the land will be transferred free and clear of all 
 encumbrances and liens, excepting Caveat No. 3614192/1.
Signed and sealed Tenders will be received up to 4:00 p.m. on 
March 3, 2026 at:
Cole & Mace Law Office
26 Centre Ave. East, Box 2039, Altona, Manitoba, R0G 0B0
Attn: Adam Mace

 
Title # Legal Description Total Acres 

1334790/1 S ½ OF N ½ OF NW ¼ 6-2-1 EPM 41.50 
 

3008616/1 
THE N ½ OF THE N ½  

OF THE NW ¼ OF SECTION 6-2-1 EPM 
 

41.50 

PEOPLE MAKE IT HAPPEN

Instructor, Practical Nursing
School of Nursing
Full/Part-Time, Term & Casual (Jan 26, 2026, to June 11, 2027)
Fort Alexander, MB (Sagkeeng FN)
Comp #46-25/26
Salary: $65,184 to $102,262 annually ($34.58 to $54.25 hourly)
(Educational supplement: Masters $1.60/hour, PHD $3.19/hour) 

As an Instructor in our Practical Nursing program, you will play a vital 
role in shaping the future of nursing education. Reporting to the Chair-
person or Program Coordinator, you will develop and deliver curricula, 
evaluate student performance, and engage in various administrative 
functions. You will also support college promotion, student recruitment, 
student placement, and industry liaison. 

How to Apply:

If you are interested in this career opportunity, please email your resume and cover letter 
with reference to this competition to careers@assiniboine.net. We thank all applicants for 

their interest; only those selected for further consideration will be contacted.

For accommodations or alternative formats, contact careers@assiniboine.
net or 204 725 8729.

Assiniboine College is privileged to provide learning opportunities on the 
lands of the Dakota Oyate, Nakoda Oyate, Ininiwak, Nehethowak, Nehiy-
awak, Anishininewuk, Denesuline, Anishinaabeg, and the National Home-
land of the Red River Métis.

CAREERS

FARMLAND TENDER

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

Call: 204-467-5836

FIND THE RIGHT PERSON FOR 
THE POSITION with an

EMPLOYMENT/CAREERS AD in



OBITUARY OBITUARY

Dorothy Anne Rudy (nee Pokrant)
With love and sadness we announce the death of Dorothy Anne 

Rudy (nee Pokrant), born January 8, 1930 in Morden, MB and 
peacefully passed away January 18, 2026 in Kelowna, BC.

She is survived by her children Marshall (Sue), Peter (Sonja) 
and Susan; fi ve grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren, along 
with her brother-in-law Cliff , sister-in-law Marg and many nieces, 
nephews and friends.

She was predeceased by Fred Rudy, her husband of 54 years in 
2024. Also by her parents Edward and Annie Pokrant, her sisters 
Verna and Mary, her brother Arnold, sister-in-law Olga and her 
nephews Bruce and Greg.

After school in Rosenfeld, Dorothy enrolled in nursing school 
at St Boniface Hospital in Winnipeg, graduating in 1954. She 
made many lifelong friends from her nursing class. Dorothy was 

employed in many hospitals and really enjoyed her time with Winnipeg VON and Kelowna Home 
Care before retiring in 1985.

At a party in 1968, she was introduced to Fred Rudy and they were married in April, 1969 in 
Winnipeg. Dorothy and Fred enjoyed traveling, making many trips out to the Prairies to visit 
family. An early trip to Europe with a friend preceded trips to Arizona, Mexico, Hawaii, Alaska, 
Newfoundland, Cuba and many RCAF reunions in Canada with Fred.

Faith was an important part of Dorothy’s life and she was a lifetime member of the Lutheran 
Church. Dorothy was an outstanding cook. Many recipes of her meals and desserts are still being 
used today by family. She enjoyed family get togethers, live theater and volunteering for over 20 
years at Kelowna General Hospital. She always found time to observe the beauty she found in 
sunsets, stars and the northern lights.

A celebration of life will be held at a later date.

Susan Elias (nee Wiebe)
1927 – 2026

Susan Elias passed away 8:00 a.m. at Salem Home in Winkler at 
the age of 99 years, and 15 days.

Susan was born on January 12, 1927, to Martin and Anna 
(Thiessen) Wiebe in the RM of Stanley, Manitoba. Our mom grew 
up south of Morden and received her education in the Waldheim 
and Osterwick Schools.

She was baptized upon confession of her Faith in Jesus Christ, 
on June 12th, 1946 in the Blumenfeld Old Colony Church.

On October 10, 1948 she married Jacob Elias. They were married 
for 65 years, 3 months and 3 days. They were blessed with six 
daughters and 1 son.

When Mom and Dad were married, they moved into the small 
lean-to attached to the Blumenfeld General Store which they 

owned. Their fi rst daughter was born when they lived in this “Tiny Home”. After a few years, they 
moved into the house which was located on the store property in Blumenfeld. In 1959 they sold 
the store, built a new house, and moved just west of Blumenfeld, onto a barren grassland which 
had been the community pasture. After the many rows of trees were planted, Mom spent hours 
and hours, stooped over and pulling quack grass roots out of the dirt. It was not easy to keep up 
with her work ethics.

Our mom had many interests, both in the home and out in the yard. We will list only a few of 
them. In summer she would love to make Waffl  es for supper on the outdoor, wood-fi red waffl  e 
iron. I remember Dad sitting there and saying, “Dit zaul dann scheen gon!” We all enjoyed it. Mom 
baked the best apple pies in the world! She really enjoyed painting the buildings on the farm. 
Dad had built a “Zoom-boom” bucket on the front-end loader with long pipes and a 45 gallon 
drum. This made it so easy for Mom to paint the barn. She was painting 25 feet up with her feet 
on the ground (Dad had put a few inches of dirt in the barrel to make it more stable). Mom loved 
working in the garden, and preparing meals from her produce and home grown meats, like pork 
and chicken.

Our home was always open to hosting visiting friends and families from Mexico, Ontario or 
anywhere else. Some of those friendships have lasted to this day. In spite of Mom’s busyness at 
home, she would still take time for her family and for mission work. After Dad was ordained as a 
minister, she and Dad spent countless hours doing ministerial visitations. She also volunteered at 
MCC and later on at Faith Mission. She made a handstitched quilt for each of her children after 
they got married. She also made pillows and blankets for missions, too numerous to count. Mom 
knit hundreds of pairs of mittens for her friends, grandchildren and for Faith Mission. Mom and 
Dad still had time to go to Altona every week to visit their daughter Susan in the hospital for 16 
years.

After Dad and Mom moved to Winkler in 1993, they dedicated even more of their time faithfully 
volunteering at Faith Mission. After Dad passed away in 2013, Mom continued her work there 
till about 2021 when her memory started failing. On November 17th, 2022, Mom moved into 
Eastview Place in Altona. On May 11th, 2023 she moved into Salem Home in Winkler, where she 
lived till her passing.

A Funeral Service took place on February 1, 2026, at the Chortitz Old Colony Mennonite Church, 
followed by the burial at the Blumenfeld Cemetery.

Wiebe Funeral Homes, Winkler
in care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

26   The Voice  Thursday,  February 12, 2026

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

deappliancerepair.ca
204-325-1929

APPLIANCE 
REPAIR

Save $20Save $20 off Service Labour
Winkler and within 25 km of Winkler, 
when paid by cash, e-transfer or debit
Only 1 coupon per visit, expires December 31, 2026 CO
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BizBiz CardsCards

Ukrainian Ukrainian HOUSEHOUSE 
RESTAURANTRESTAURANT

290 Stephen Street • Morden, MB • (204) 512-3300
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Sudoku Answer

Advertising that Works! Advertising that Works! 
To place your To place your BIZ CARDBIZ CARD 

call 204-467-5836call 204-467-5836

Your memory will live forever Engraved within our hearts



Pulled Pork 
Sandwiches with 

Pickled Celery 
and Jalapenos

Recipe courtesy of The Adventure 
Bite

Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 10 hours
Servings: 9-10
4 1/2 pounds pork shoulder or Bos-

ton butt
26 ounces sweet and spicy barbecue 

sauce 
1/2 tablespoon garlic
1/2 tablespoon fresh cracked black 

pepper
fresh sandwich buns
Dandy Celery, cut and pickled

jalapenos
coleslaw (optional)
potato salad (optional)
baked beans (optional)
Place pork in slow cooker.
Mix barbecue sauce, garlic and pep-

per. Pour over pork shoulder.
Cook on low 8 1/2-10 hours or high 

6-7 hours.
Shred meat and serve on buns with 

pickled celery and jalapenos. Top with 
coleslaw, if desired. Serve with potato 
salad or baked beans, if desired.

> MEAL IDEASL IDEAS> M

Simple Skillet 
Mac and 
Cheese

Recipe adapted from Mel’s Kitchen 
Cafe

Total time: 30 minutes
Servings: 6
3 1/2 cups water, plus extra if need-

ed
1 can (12 ounces) evaporated milk, 

divided
12 ounces pasta shells
salt, to taste
1 teaspoon cornstarch
1/2 teaspoon dry mustard

1 1/2 cups shredded cheddar cheese
1 1/2 cups shredded Monterey Jack 

cheese
2 tablespoons butter, cut into small 

chunks
ground black pepper, to taste
In nonstick skillet over high heat, 

bring water, 1 cup evaporated milk 
and shells to simmer. Season with salt, 
to taste. Cook, stirring, until pasta is 
tender and liquid thickens, 9-12 min-
utes.

In small bowl, whisk remaining 
evaporated milk, cornstarch and dry 
mustard. Stir into skillet. Continue 
simmering until slightly thickened, 
about 1 minute.

Remove skillet from heat. Stir in 
cheddar and Monterey Jack cheeses in 
batches, adding water to adjust consis-
tency. Stir in butter then season with 
salt and pepper, to taste.

Photo courtesy of Unsplash

Dear Money Lady Readers – Why 
not adopt the new “Soft-Life” cul-
ture in 2026? 

The hustle culture is something my 
demographic, (ages 50 to 65) and 
our parents have been used to all 
our lives.  Living by the motto that 
you can’t be successful unless you 
“work really hard, show up every 
day ready to overcome any obsta-
cle, with a no-limit attitude, and of 
course, programed for greatness.”  
We quickly passed judgment on 
anyone who didn’t seem to be work-
ing hard, and everything in our lives 
had to become second to our all-en-
compassing career.  Sound familiar?  
There are tonnes of books out there 
printed in the 80’s, 90’s and early 
2000’s pushing the hustle culture.  
Suggesting you should create your 
own “vision board;” telling you to 
not limit yourself, and this one I 
love: “never settle for less than what 
you truly deserve.”  My generation 
was always told to: “suck it up but-
tercup – stop complaining and get 
out there, get over it, work harder, 
and do more.”  Well, that’s not the 
way life is now.  

Today young Millennials and 
the vast majority of Canadian and 
American Gen’Zs are adopting the 
new “Soft Life” culture, the com-
plete opposite of their parent’s belief 
system.  They don’t want to live to 
work, like mom and dad did.  No, 
they want to enjoy their life, focus-
ing on balance, ease, self-care and 

-
tionally enjoying the small wins.  
Have your Gen’Zs hit you with these 
statements yet: “we need you to re-
spect our boundaries” or how about 
this one, “it’s not about the money” 
(regardless of you paying, you still 
have to go along with their choices 
not yours).  Parents and older gener-
ations are having a tough time mak-
ing this mental shift and many have 
written me about their troubles.  
They believe their kids are unmoti-
vated or ungrateful for the monetary 
assistance from their parents.

thinking the hustle culture genera-
tion should also adopt the “Soft-
Life” mantra too.  Now before you 
throw down the paper in disgust – 
keep reading please.  When we were 
young, it was all about proving “you 
could do it!”  But to what end?  I’ve 
seen co-workers, family and per-
sonal friends hit their late 40’s and 
50’s still pushing, only to be silenced 
by a single tragedy.  Was it worth it 

– maybe, only you will know?  I 

never thought I would ever say this, 
but I’m glad this next generation is 
pushing back on the hustle mental-
ity.  Good for them to want more 
out of life than just their career.  It’s 
been tough for all of us oldies to deal 
with the micromanaging bosses, 
back-stabbing coworkers and piers 
that have accomplished more in less 
time.  

The Soft-Life is really not about 
having a lot of money, but rather 
the evolution of an occasional “treat 
yourself” lifestyle to be happier.  This 
could mean buying a name-brand 
grocery product instead of a generic 
one.   Burning a scented candle on 
your desk while you work from 
home.  Treating yourself to a special 

curled up on the sofa with a good 
book and a plate of homemade cook-
ies, or working on a quite task like a 
puzzle.  The trend is to slow down, 
enjoy the little things and stop the 
“pushing for more” attitude.  This 
movement rejects the idea that a dif-

enjoyable one.  It’s all about a life de-
signed for calm, less complexity, sin-

to unwind, pursue hobbies or spend 
time with the ones we love.  Could 
we be entering an age of more tradi-
tional values?  Maybe.  Choosing to 
reject the old narrative can’t be that 

could stop and put our mental and 

for a day or a weekend, but for our 
whole life.  

Good Luck and Best Wishes,
Money Lady
Written by Christine Ibbotson, Au-

thor, Finance Writer and Syndicated 
Money Coach on BNN Bloomberg.  
Christine is also part of the everyday 
lineup on CTV Your Morning in every 
province.  No AI.  Follow Christine on 
Instagram @askthemoneylady, or on 
Facebook (Christine Ibbotson).

Ask the Money Lady
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SCOTT CHUCK JODY
WAYNE

GREG

1-888-305-8917 • 204-325-9511
W W W . J A N Z E N C H E V R O L E T W I N K L E R . C A

KURT MILLERKURT MILLER
kurt@jpb.cakurt@jpb.ca

 HENRY BLATZ HENRY BLATZ
henry@jpb.cahenry@jpb.ca

KEVIN TALBOTKEVIN TALBOT
kevin@jpb.cakevin@jpb.ca

ROBERTO KORTROBERTO KORT
roberto@jpb.caroberto@jpb.ca

Permit #2816

WAYNE CHUCK BILL JODY

WWW.SOUTHLANDHONDA.COM
1-877-246-6322 • 325-7899 Permit #9725

*Honda Loyalty Program, **Lease Rate, ***Vehicles not exactly as pictured.

690 MEMORIAL DRIVE • 325-4777
W W W . H O M E T O W N F O R D . C A

Bob Derksen Brian Derksen Konrad Friesen Ike Dyck

690 MEMORIAL DRIVE • 325-4777
W W W . H O M E T O W N F O R D . C A

Permit No. 1162 Since 1955

HONDA
honda.ca

2022 BRONCO SPORT BIG BEND 4X4

2023 EDGE SEL AWD

2023 F-150 XTR 4X4

2021 F-150 PLATINUM 4X4

B O P RT BBRR NCO SPORT22000022222222 BBBBRRRROOOONNNNCCO SPORT B
• 1.5L ECOBOOST• 1.5L ECOBOOST
• APPLE CARPLAY/ANDROID AUTO• APPLE CARPLAY/ANDROID AUTO
• HEATED CLOTH• HEATED CLOTH
• TRAILER TOW PKG• TRAILER TOW PKG
• PUSH-BUTTON & REMOTE START• PUSH-BUTTON & REMOTE START
• 90,000 KM• 90,000 KM

2200223 EDGE SEL A22222000000222223 EDGE SEL A
• 2.0L ECOBOOST• 2.0L ECOBOOST
• SYNC 4 W/ NAVIGATION• SYNC 4 W/ NAVIGATION
• APPLE CARPLAY/ANDROID AUTO• APPLE CARPLAY/ANDROID AUTO
• HEATED LEATHER• HEATED LEATHER
• ADAPTIVE CRUISE W/ LANE CENTERING
• 90,000 KM• 90,000 KM

2023 F 150 X222200022223333 F 150 X
• 3.5L ECOBOOST V6• 3.5L ECOBOOST V6
• SYNC 4 W/ NAVIGATION• SYNC 4 W/ NAVIGATION
• APPLE CARPLAY/ANDROID AUTO• APPLE CARPLAY/ANDROID AUTO
• INTERIOR WORK SURFACE• INTERIOR WORK SURFACE
• 40-20-40 FRONT BENCH• 40-20-40 FRONT BENCH
• 59,000 KM• 59,000 KM

202111 FF 1115000 PPPLATIN222000022221111 FFF 111155550000 PPPPLLLLAATIN
• 3.5L POWERBOOST HYBRID V6• 3.5L POWERBOOST HYBRID V6
•• WIRELESS APPLE CARPLAY/ANDROID AUTO
• • ADAPTIVE CRUISE W/ LANE CENTERING
• TOW PKG W/ MIRRORS• TOW PKG W/ MIRRORS
• 7.2KW PRO-POWER ONBOARD• 7.2KW PRO-POWER ONBOARD
• 97,000 KM• 97,000 KM

$$27,90027,900 
PLUS PST/GSTPLUS PST/GST
STK# 25U002 STK# 25U002 

AWDEL A

R NGGGGGRINGGGG

$$32,90032,900 
PLUS PST/GSTPLUS PST/GST
STK# 25U119 STK# 25U119 

TR 4X4XTR 4X4
$$49,90049,900 

PLUS PST/GSTPLUS PST/GST
STK# 25U133 STK# 25U133 

4X4NUM 4X4TTIN
OOOOO $$49,90049,900 

PLUS PST/GSTPLUS PST/GST
STK# 25U059 STK# 25U059 

NEW!

2019 HONDA  ODYSSEY EX-L2019 HONDA  ODYSSEY EX-L

2018 CHEV EQUINOX PREMIER AWD2018 CHEV EQUINOX PREMIER AWD

2.0 ENGINE, 9 SPEED AUTO, 
ADAPTIVE CRUISE, TECHNOLOGY PKG, 

SPORT EDITION PKG, ETC, 
BALANCE OF FACTORY WARRANTY

1.3 ENGINE, 9 SPEED AUTO, LEATHER 
INTERIOR, POWER SUNROOF, ADAPTIVE 

CRUISE, TECHNOLOGY PKG, LOADED, 
BALANCE OF FACTORY WARRANTY

1.5 ENGINE, 6 SPEED AUTO, 
LEATHER INTERIOR, POWER 

SUNROOF, TRUE NORTH EDITION, 
178,000 KM’S

3.5 ENGINE, 9 SPEED AUTO, 
7 PASS SEATING, 

LEATHER INTERIOR, LOADED, 
172,000 KM’S

2025 CHEV BLAZER 2LT AWD2025 CHEV BLAZER 2LT AWD

2025 BUICK ENCORE GX AVENIR AWD2025 BUICK ENCORE GX AVENIR AWD

JUST IN!

JUST IN!

JUST IN!

JUST IN!

ONLY
18,000 KM

ONLY
27,000 KM

ONLY
$38,668

+ TAX

ONLY
$38,676

+ TAX

ONLY
$18,691

+ TAX

INQUIRE FOR

PRICE

STK #W14487ASTK #W14487A

STK #W14486ASTK #W14486A

STK #W14339BSTK #W14339B

STK #W14437ASTK #W14437A

• AC Voltage Available: 120/240
• Approximate Running Time (hrs)/

Tankful: 6.9/10.4*
• Cold Climate Technology™: Standard
• Dry Weight: 118.1 kg (260.4 lbs)

Ultra-Quiet 7000i ES

LIMITED
TIME OFFER

EU1000iTC3

NOW $1169.00

• AC Voltage Available: 120
• Approximate Running Time (hrs)/

Tankful: 3/ 7*
• Cold Climate Technology™: Standard
• Dry Weight: 13 kg (28.7 lbs)

• AC Voltage Available: 120
• Approximate Running Time (hrs)/

Tankful: 7.2/ 20*
• Cold Climate Technology™: Standard
• Dry Weight: 59.0 kg (130 lbs)

Ultra-Quiet 1000i

Ultra-Quiet 3000i ES

LIMITED
TIME OFFER

EU3200iC

• AC Voltage Available: 120
• Approximate Running

Time (hrs)/Tankful: 3.3**/ 8.6***
• Cold Climate Technology™: Standard
• Dry Weight: 27 kg (59.5 lbs)

Ultra-Quiet 3200i
•
•

•
•

U

te T
Dry Dry y WeigWeigWeigWeigWeiggght:ht:htht 595

Save
*

$350

te T
Dry Dry y WeigWeigWeigWeigWeigWeiggght:ht:ht:htht 11811

Save
*

$600

EU7000isCT1
Regular Price

$5828.00

NOW $5228.00

EU3000isC4
Regular Price

$3126.00

NOW $2776.00

HONDA
GENERATORS
“DON’T GET CAUGHT 

WITHOUT POWER“

Dry Weight: 27 k

Save*
$200

Regular Price
$3316.00

NOW $3116.00
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