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UNITED WAY PHOTO
From left: United Way Pembina Valley board members Chris Willsey, Kim Nelson, and Alex Fedorchuk with a cheque 
for $135,800—the proceeds from the agency’s 2020 fundraising campaign, which they are distributing to 23 local non-
profi ts in Morden-Winkler this spring. For the full story, see Pg. 10.

Giving back in a big wayGiving back in a big way
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GVSD trustees approve $52M operating budget

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Garden Valley School Division 
will be operating with a defi cit budget 
for the 2021-2022 school year. 

GVSD trustees last week passed a 
$52.9 million budget that, despite belt 
tightening, sees expenses outpace 
revenue ($52.7 million) by $144,164.

This is the second year the divi-
sion has had to operate in the red, as 
there’s just not enough funding com-
ing in to cover continually rising costs, 
says board chair Laurie Dyck.

“Budgets have been challenging 
over the last couple of years and this 
one is no different,” she said. “We had 
to fi nd places to cut.”

The provincial government limited 
increases to local school property 
taxes to two per cent, providing a new 
property tax offset grant to try and 
balance things a bit. For GVSD, that 
worked out to an additional $410,000. 
The division also received an increase 
of $133,000 in special needs funding 
from the province as well as $423,000 
in equalization support.

Overall, GVSD will receive $35.1 
million in provincial funding for the 
school year, with another $16.8 mil-
lion coming from local property taxes. 
GVSD’s mill rate drops 0.31 mills to 
13.42.

Expenses for the year ahead increase 
$663,130, or 1.27 per cent over the cur-
rent year.

The bulk of that increase is due to  
salaries and benefi ts, which jump $1 
million. To offset things, the board has 
approved cuts in services spending by 
$244,070, supplies/materials/equip-

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Provincial funding is paying for a major overhaul of Winkler Elementary School’s oldest wings, including 
new exterior siding and a roof. Work is already underway.

side, which the province caps at 3.05 
per cent of operating expenditures, 
GVSD is at 2.90 per cent with $1.5 mil-
lion.

“The board is always very aware of 
what that number is,” Dyck said, not-
ing GVSD has always worked to keep 
those costs down as much as possible. 
“We’re running as lean as we believe 
we can at this point.”

The board remains committed to 
funding its literacy, numeracy, and 
student mental health initiatives, but 
those program along with the discre-
tionary budgets for all departments 
(schools, transportation, administra-
tion/school board, maintenance, and 
IT) are being cut two per cent each to 
save $77,000.

The board also opted to eliminate 
winter bus service for in-town stu-
dents (representing four bus routes) 
for a savings of $60,000.

A further $20,000 in savings was 
found by reducing professional devel-

opment and accommodation budgets 
by 10 per cent across the division.

GVSD is also once again putting off 
purchasing all the new buses its fl eet 
requires, opting to buy just one at a 
cost of $140,000 rather than the four or 
fi ve it needs to replace aging vehicles.

“The reason for choosing some of 
the places that we did [to cut funding] 
is because we’re really trying to keep 
our staff resources in place ... because 
they are the ones that deliver the edu-
cation that we need,” Dyck explained. 
“So we’re trying to fi nd other areas 
where we can skim off, but even those 
are hard decisions.”

Two areas that did not see any cuts 
was GVSD’s support of the Winkler 
Family Resource Centre ($17,000) 
and the Imagination Library program 
($10,000). 

Both provide vital pre-school educa-
tion for local families, Dyck stressed.

“That supports our literacy and nu-
meracy initiatives,” she said. “It’s a 

very cost-effective way to have those 
kinds of supports in our community 
delivered by other organizations.”

Thanks to both these programs, kin-
dergarteners are coming to school 
better prepared than ever, Dyck said, 
which gives them a valuable head 
start moving forward.

W.E.S. GETTING A FACELIFT
Just prior to presenting their fi -

nancial plans for the year ahead, the 
GVSD board okayed a $3 million 
promissory note for provincial fund-
ing for major capital projects through-
out the division. 

This includes a heat pump modifi ca-
tion at Northlands Parkway Collegiate 
($157,011) and various other capital 
projects in other schools ($161,900), 
but the bulk of the funding ($2.7 mil-
lion) is earmarked for a new roof and 
exterior walls in the oldest parts of 
Winkler Elementary School.

Defi cit budget for 
the second year

ment by $80,900, and capi-
tal projects by $45,000.

On the administration Continued on page 4
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Shoe Repair

YOUR WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE

Service & Selection Guaranteed 
Company charges welcome (must be arranged ahead of time) GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

 Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 
Saturday 9:30am to 4:00 pm

EASTER BLESSINGS!!! GIVE THANKS!!
We’d like to thank you all for your patronage!

25% 
off

25% off

20% off
2555%%%255%%55%%2555%%%%

Men’s Keen & 
Merrell footwear!

NEW ARRIVALS!

NEW ARRIVALS!

Women’s Merrell 
& Keen Footwear

20% off

Western Wear for 
the Whole Family!!

Blundstones for 
all Occasions!

NEW ARRIVALS
Sandals for the 
whole family

with Flair

dwflair@mts.net 204-362-8202 

Frieda Janz 
Interior Decorator /
Window Covering

Specialist

Free Blind Consultations!

FREE CORDLESS 
UPGRADE ON GRABER 
ROLLER, PLEATED AND 

CELLULAR BLINDS
till April 20/21

HOURS OF OPERATION: 
Monday - Friday

9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

324 CARGILL ROAD, WINKLER
SHOP AND 
DONATE

NEW ITEMS GOING 
OUT DAILY

$260M investment to help Valley Fiber bring internet to rural areas
By Lorne Stelmach

A major investment will help Valley 
Fiber bring high-speed internet to 
more areas of rural Manitoba.

Valley Fiber and DIF Capital Part-
ners announced last week that an 
agreement has been reached with the 
Canada Infrastructure Bank to invest 
$260 million to increase broadband 
through the Southern Manitoba Fibre 
project.

It is estimated the project will in-

volves 2,550 kilometres of fi bre optic 
cabling that will connect up to 49,000 
underserved households with dedi-
cated fi bre-to-the-home in rural mu-
nicipalities.

“This will be a very far reaching pro-
gram,” CEO Hank Wall suggested in 
an interview last Friday.

“For us, it’s a major milestone ... hav-
ing the ability to partner with other 
agencies that share the same passion 
and vision,” he said. “The exact same 
dedicated fi bre technology that we’re 

Valley Fiber, 
which has its 
headquarters 
in Winkler, is 
teaming up 
with the DIF 
Capital Partners 
and the Canada 
Infrastructure 
Bank to create 
the Southern 
Manitoba Fibre 
project.

 SUPPLIED 
PHOTO

using in all of our 
urban centres is 
what we’ll con-
tinue to be using 
in the rural. So the 
quality of service 
from you being 
in the middle of 
Manitoba, having 
no neighbours for 
miles around you, 

would be the same as if you are right 
downtown in Winkler, Morden, or Al-
tona.

“This would be over and on top of 
any other projects that Valley Fiber 
already has going,” Wall added. “It’s 
primarily in the southern portion, the 
southern third, let’s say, of Manitoba, 
and the emphasis would be on the 
conventionally and the more histori-
cally underserviced Canadians, which 
would be more so in rural Manitoba.

“Together, we are not only leveling 
the economic playing fi eld but also 
bringing essential services to under-
serviced Canadians in Manitoba.”

This is the Canada Infrastructure 
Bank’s fi rst investment in broadband 
and fi rst project in Manitoba. It ties in 

with its $10 billion growth plan by in-
vesting in new infrastructure.

Under the terms of the agreement, 
the Canada Infrastructure Bank and 
DIF Capital Partners will each invest 
$130 million, and Valley Fiber will be 
responsible for all aspects of con-
struction, installation, operations, and 
maintenance of the new broadband 
service.

The project will also include last-
mile infrastructure with under-
ground fi bre cables and networking 
equipment, and the service is to offer 
broadband speeds up to one gigabit 
per second, enhancing telecommu-
nications services for residents, busi-
nesses and public service delivery.

Continued on page 8
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Known for their commercial 

mowers, Walker has now made 

the perfect residential model. The 

belt-driven mower blades make 

operation smooth and quiet without 

compromising on the Walker Mower’s 

distinct advantages. The Model R  

provides the premium Walker 

experience so you can bring home 

fast, easy, beautiful mowing.  

See more at walker.com/model-r

*Includes comfort seat and 48” cutting deck. Visit  
walker.com/models/r21 for more information. See local 
dealer for complete pricing and available offers.

Bring Home Fast, Easy, 

Beautiful Mowing 

Starting at $7,833*

Model

May the joy of Spring 
bring a smile to your 
face & happiness to 

your heart.

Phone: (204) 822-5614
info@mordenfoundation.ca

13 – 379 Stephen Street, Morden, MB

Easter’s on Its Way…
All the best from our house to yours!

WWW.BORDERVALLEYCLEANCO.COM
 23 JEFFERSON ST., MORDEN, MB

Carpet/Upholstery
Emergency water extraction 

Furnace/Airduct Cleaning

Mayor reminds residents to keep garbage out of compost site
bage dumped at the site are not com-
mon but still happen often enough for 
the city to be keeping tabs on it.

“It’s one of those services where 
if it’s not going to be used correctly 
we would have to take steps to en-
sure that it is,” Mayor Brandon Burley 
said last week. “There’s a substantial 
amount of stuff that gets dumped 
there that shouldn’t be, and that takes 
city resources and money and time to 
remove it.”

Both the City of Morden and Morden 
Police Service took to social media re-
cently in response to a post showing a 
giant pile of various household waste 
that had been dumped there. 

Residents are reminded that dump-
ing of garbage, refuse, or construction 
debris on any street or public place, 
including the compost site or another 
individual’s private property, is strict-
ly prohibited. You can call 204-362-
2780 or 204-822-4900 to report such 
incidents.

“Complaints about misuse should 
be directed to the bylaw offi cer if any-
body notes it,” said Burley. “We have 

put our bylaw offi cer on it a bit, and 
we were able to identify one user who 
dumped there on a previous occasion.

“We remind residents that it is not 
for household waste or for garbage. 
The signage needs to be read,” he 
stressed. “It’s something that we’re 
monitoring pretty closely because it is 
one of those things that just year after 
year has been a bit of a problem.

“We want to be able to keep that 
service free for residents. It’s a really 
good resource to have available, and 
it’s certainly done its part in enabling 
our residents to compost. It’s a useful 
amenity, so we would like to keep it 
free,” said Burley. “We don’t want our 
cost associated with it to go higher 
than it is already.

“We certainly don’t want to look at 
things like restricting access or things 
like that,” he concluded. “There would 
be security features we could add 
such as security cameras, but right 
now we’re hopeful that residents will 
do their part and make sure they only 
dump what’s permitted there.”

 CITY OF MORDEN PHOTO
Someone dumped this load of 
garbage at Morden’s compost 
site recently. Improper dumping 
at the site has become a prob-
lem—one that costs the city time 
and money to deal with.

“The biggest project on there is 
the refacing of Winkler Elementary 
School, which is already underway,” 
Dyck said, explaining the project 
will rejuvenate Winkler’s oldest 
school. “We’re very pleased with 
what the sketches look like.

“We’re thankful that the govern-
ment is picking up the tab there.”

HUGE PUBLIC RESPONSE
Thanks to the pandemic, GVSD 

wasn’t able to host their usual pub-
lic budget consultations. They in-
stead sent out a survey that received 
1,200 responses.

“We got lots of affi rmation for the 
programming that is happening 
Garden Valley,” Dyck said. “Lost of 
affi rmation to keep moving forward 
with what we have been doing,  so 
that has been good to hear.”

The sheer amount of surveys com-
pleted was overwhelming; usually 
the in-person public response is 
minimal.

“We’ve never had that kind of in-
put before,” Dyck said, thanking ev-
eryone who took the time to share 
their thoughts. “It was a fantastic 
cross section—from students to 
parents to the general public, alum-
ni, business people, staff.”

By Lorne Stelmach

The City of Morden is hoping to 
avoid taking more measures to clamp 

down on misuse of the community 
compost site.

Incidents such as a recent one involv-
ing an assortment of household gar-

 >  GVSD BUDGET, FROM PG. 2
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Help Connect People 
With COVID-19 Vaccines
Apply To Be A Navigator Today! 
We’re looking for friendly, outgoing Manitobans to help  
others find their way at COVID-19 vaccination sites across  
the province.

Navigators are responsible for connecting people with their 
vaccine. You’ll be: 

These are paid full-time, part-time term and casual positions 
and are available on days, evenings or weekends. Start dates 
depend on when sites open, but positions are expected to be 
in place from May to September 2021. 

For complete information and to apply,  
visit manitoba.ca/vaccine.

• welcoming people and helping them fill out forms

• confirming appointments

• screening people for symptoms

• reminding people of the fundamentals while on site

• facilitating crowd control and clinic flow, and more

Join The

COVID-19 VACCINE TEAM

Winkler city council okays $18.5M budget
By Lorne Stelmach

A fi nancial plan with a modest in-
crease in spending and municipal 
taxes is in place for the City of Win-
kler for 2021.

Council gave fi rst approval last week 
to a new budget that increases by 
7.69 per cent to over $18.5 million and 
which will have a 4.85 per cent impact 
on residential and commercial tax  
bills.

“We have a great opportunity here 
to move the city forward,” suggested 
Mayor Martin Harder. 
“Council felt it’s rea-
sonable again just so 
that we don’t fall be-
hind. ... To  be able to 
run things properly, we 
feel it’s important to in-
crease a little bit in the 
budget.

“Last year, we had a 
zero increase in order 
to make sure that we 
could fi gure out what’s going to hap-
pen as far as COVID was concerned. 
As far as our budget from last year, 
it was a good thing to do, but, at the 
same time, we still had a surplus, 
which just meant we weren’t able to 
give the number of services to the 
community we normally do,” he said. 
“So we’re back to the regular service 
side of it, but the most important 
thing is we don’t want to fall behind 
as far as infrastructure is concerned.

“When you see big projects like the 
wastewater, which may be coming up 
in 2021, you see a big project like 15th 
Street, you see the number of sewer 

relinings ... some of them are hidden, 
some things are in plain view ... we 
need to ensure we don’t fall behind.”

The budget’s impact on a residen-
tial property assessed at $230,000 will 
be a $61.89 increase in its municipal 
taxes to $1,447.74, including the $110 
waste levy. A commercial property 
assessed at $500,000 will pay $194.35 
more in municipal taxes with a total 
of $4,006.28.

That residential tax bill of just un-
der $1,448 breaks down as follows 
in terms of where exactly the money 

goes: $274 for police 
services, $238 for 
recreation services, 
$199 for transporta-
tion services, $190 
for transfers to re-
serve, $173 for fi s-
cal services, $145 for 
general government 
services, $110 for 
waste disposal, $63 
for fi re services, $46 

for economic services, $39 for plan-
ning services, and $12 for health and 
cemetery services.

The city will draw 66 per cent of its 
revenue from the net municipal taxes 
totalling  $12.282,614. The other 34 per 
cent comes from other revenue sourc-
es totalling $6,256,938. 

About 50 per cent of that other rev-
enue comes through provincial tax 
sharing and funding at $3,152,287, 
while other revenue sources include 
added taxes, protective fees and fi nes, 
investments and recreational services.

In addition, the city will draw 10 per 
cent more from its reserve funds at 

“WE HAVE A GREAT 
OPPORTUNITY 
HERE TO MOVE THE 
CITY FORWARD.”

Here is a closer look at each area of the 2021 budget expenditures:
• Protective services sees a 5.5 per cent increase to over $4.4 million, in-

cluding $3.5 million for policing.
• Recreation and cultural services is an 8.3 per cent increase to just over 

$3 million. It includes support for such facilities and services as the arena, 
parks, swimming pool, and the library.

• Transportation services increase six per cent to $2.5 million, including 
over $1.5 million for road work. This also covers such areas as equipment 
costs, snow removal, and street lighting.

• Fiscal services jumps a 13.4 per cent to just under $2.2 million, includ-
ing almost $1.7 million toward debenture debt.

• General government services rises 4.7 per cent to about $1.7 million, 
including staffi ng and administrative costs.

• Environmental health services increases 1.8 per cent to $875,500, which 
is nearly entirely for waste collection.

• Economic development services sees a 5.3 per cent increase to $590,065, 
including support to a number of organizations  in addition to community 
events.

• Environmental planning services rises 6.9 per cent to $498,800, which is 
largely for planning and engineering costs.

• Health and welfare services receives a 16.7 per cent increase to $159,228.

WINKLER’S 2021 BUDGET, BY THE NUMBERS

$2,428,059.
“There’s also been an exorbitant 

amount more put into reserves be-
cause some projects are carried over,” 
explained Harder. “And we didn’t 
want to go to the taxpayer to say we 
want a bigger increase, rather dip into 
the reserves.”

On the expenditure side, the larg-
est portion of spending at 19 per cent 
goes towards policing followed by 
about 14 per cent each to recreation 
and culture services and transporta-
tion services.

Other areas include transfers to re-
serve at 13 per cent, fi scal services at 
12 per cent, administration at 10 per 
cent and then lesser amounts to waste 
disposal, fi re services, economic, 
planning, and health care.

Overall, labour costs represent about 
34 per cent of the operating budget at 
$6.4 million.

The fi nancial plan also sets out a 
budget for utilities of over $4.3 mil-

lion, and about half of that amount is 
$2.1 million for sewer relining.

On the capital project list of course 
is the wastewater treatment project. 
That comes with a $48.7 million price 
tag partially covered by provincial 
and federal funding. Winkler’s contri-
bution is $10.5 million, which the city 
is borrowing.

Other major capital projects planned 
for this year include $2.2 million for 
development of the  Clover Creek in-
dustrial park, $1.8 million for the 15th 
Street roundabout and improvements 
as well as $890,000 for a reservoir on 
George Street.

Harder said the city is managing its 
debt load well while tackling these 
major projects. The total debt is set 
to be reduced from $17.76 million to 
$16.64 million, with that nearly entire-
ly connected to the Meridian Exhibi-
tion Centre.

Continued on page 7
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The Winkler Morden Voice is published 
Thursdays and distributed as a free publi-
cation to 15,350 homes by BigandColourful 
Printing and Publishing. 

The newspaper is supported solely by ad-
vertising dollars. If you enjoy the paper and 
would like to see it grow and prosper, visit 
any of the advertisers and businesses in our 
rural communities. Keep your dollars work-
ing at home and shop local.

Notices, classifi eds, and advertisements 
can be purchased by calling 204-325-6888 or 
e-mailing ads@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Our editorial staff is available in Winkler at 
204-332-3456, in Morden at 204-823-2655, or 
via e-mail at news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Our commitment to you: we want to help 
build stronger communities through ar-
ticles that both inform and entertain you 
about what’s going on throughout the 
Pembina Valley. This is your community 
newspaper—let us know what you want to 
see in it.

Printed in Canada by Prolifi c Printing. Re-
publishing without permission is strictly 
prohibited.

Find us online at winklermordenvoice.ca.

PUBLISHER
Rick Reimer

SALES
Gwen Keller

DISTRIBUTION
Christy Brown
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Ashleigh Viveiros
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 >  Get in touch with us 
General inquiries: 204-325-6888

News tips: 204-332-3456
Email: news@winklermordenvoice.ca
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All columns and letters published on our Get Heard pages are the personal opinions of the submitting writers. They are 
not objective news articles, nor are they necessarily the viewpoint of the Winkler Morden Voice.

JUDGE NOT ...
Dr. James Paul Humphries’ demoni-

zation of secular individuals in his 
children’s book David’s Song [delivered 
as a fl yer insert with last week’s Voice] is 
abhorrent. 

In his book Humphries refers to sec-
ular and non-religious individuals as 
“rubbish,” “fools,” “selfi sh,” and “with-
out value” simply for not sharing the 
same beliefs. 

In a misguided attempt to “spread 
hope,” the author instead spreads ig-
norance and intolerance. His overtly 
anti-science attitude is also particu-
larly puzzling for someone referring 
to themselves as a doctor.

I’m well aware the Pembina Valley 
consists of mostly Christian commu-
nities and I am quite happy to have 
friends and family members that sub-
scribe to the Christian faith. 

With that said, the Pembina Valley 
is also quite diverse today with more 
and more secular and non-Christians 
calling Winkler and Morden home. I 
personally know many secular indi-
viduals that bring joy, happiness, and 
certainly value to their communities 
every day. We too also seek accep-
tance, and respect. 

Just because we don’t share the same 
beliefs does not mean we are immor-
al and “lost in the dark.” Perhaps Dr. 
Humphries would benefi t from re-
reading Matthew 7:1 “Judge not, that 
ye be not judged.”

 Dave Penner, 
Winkler

SHAMEFUL PROPAGANDA
The piece about David’s Song and its 

author, not to mention a copy of this 
pamphlet in your paper, is shameful. 
To egregiously back an explicit reli-
gious message like this is embarrass-
ing. 

This is not a book of hope. It is thinly 
veiled message of hate for people who 
don’t identify as Christian, and worse 
yet it is targeted at kids. 

There is not an ounce of love, under-
standing or compassion—the three 
most important virtues we need to be 
instilling in our children. And in this 

letters
community it’s going to  end up in the 
minds of kids who go to school and 
play with other children who come 
from very diverse and unique sets of 
backgrounds and cultures and will 
only teach them to fear what is differ-
ent from their own. 

To back the hardline and divisive 
message of fi re and brimstone Chris-
tianity like this should not be in the 
interest of your so-called “newspa-
per.” At the very least it should be 
put under editorial and not “arts and 
culture” and at best your staff should 
want NOTHING to do with a fanatical 
message that is so obvious at the cen-
tre of this hateful propaganda. 

You should issue a redaction and 
apologize to your readers who are not 
of this faith. 

As a father to two children who will 
be raised without religion in this com-
munity, published rhetoric like this 
raises a lot of concerns for their and 
other similar children’s wellbeing. 

John Neufeld, 
Morden

FIGHTING THE COVID WAR
I’m bothered when I hear about 

people struggling to accept the real-
ity of the world today, and troubled 
when I think of what our ancestors 
that endured the Great War and the 
Third Reich must think of us when 
they look down and hear our entitled 
cries about “freedom.” Trying to invent 

a reality where our actions don’t have 
consequences for others. 

The reality is that us, and every na-
tion on the earth, is at war. A new 
kind of war, waged by nature. Biologi-
cal warfare on a scale we have never 
seen. This is not a war fought far away. 
This war is insidious and affects our 
neighbours and our children. This war 
has taken away family members and 
forced us to grieve in silence. 

And this war is not over. We have 
only just breached the enemy’s de-
fences. We are fi nally able to fi ght 
back. 

And yes, we’re all tired of fi ghting. 
We want to go back to a time when 
we felt more free. But the enemy is 
not gone. The enemy is changing, 
and adapting, and if we let our guard 
down we too may be the next casual-
ties. 

So buck up. It’s when you crawl out 
of the trenches that the enemy will 
most easily take you. We have our 
marching orders, and whether or not 
we agree with them, we’ve all been 
drafted to care for the home front. 

Don’t be a coward, it’s not like your 
country asked you to carry a gun and 
kill others for something you don’t 
believe in, just to wear the uniform, 
and wash your fi lthy hands. And may 
those that stood for the enemy be 
made to endure in shame.

Sally Friesen,
Winkler

Last week’s edition of the Voice in-
cluded a fl yer insert titled David’s 
Song as well as an arts and culture 
article published inside the paper 
talking with the author about its 
creation.

The insert was a paid advertise-
ment while the story was written at 
the request of the author to share 
some of the background behind his 
work.

That work included passages that 

were deeply insulting to non-Chris-
tian members of our community 
who are of other faiths or perhaps 
no faith at all.

The staff at the Voice sincerely 
apologizes to anyone that felt in-
sulted. It was not our intention to 
promote divisiveness in our in-
creasingly multicultural and di-
verse community.

Our deepest apologies.

Our apologies

>  Got something you want to get off your chest?
Send your letters to the editor to news@winklermordenvoice.ca. Please 
include your name, address, and phone number for confi rmation purposes.
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The Voice welcomes letters from readers on local 
and regional issues and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (excessively long let-
ters are unlikely to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful. 

The Voice reserves the right to edit, condense, or re-
ject any submission.

Please include your full name, address, and phone 
number for verifi cation purposes. Your name and city 
will be published with your letter. We do not print 
anonymous letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at                                                                
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Letter policy

ACU reports on a challenging but fruitful year
By Lorne Stelmach

Access Credit Union has remained 
in a strong position despite the chal-
lenges posed by the pandemic.

That was the message as directors 
and about 140 members gathered 
virtually last Monday for the annual 
general meeting, where board chair 
Ingrid Loewen refl ected also on how 
the Jan. 1 amalgama-
tion with Crosstown 
Civic Credit Union has 
helped them in deal-
ing with uncertain 
times.

“Against the threat of 
COVID-19 in 2020, we 
also found resiliency, 
innovation, and a de-
sire to move forward 
no matter the chal-
lenges. Partnering two 
organizations whose 
strengths comple-
mented each other 
now seems confi rma-
tion of the benefi ts of 
amalgamation,” Loew-
en suggested in her 
report.

“The fi nancial strength of both or-
ganizations allowed us to not only 
weather the disruption of 2020 and 
end in a strong fi nancial position but 
to begin the fulfi llment of many of the 
commitments made to members of 
both legacy credit unions as we build 
out the business case for our amalga-
mation.”

Loewen also credited it for “allow-
ing our expanded team to implement 
new technologies to assist members, 
to support each other in building up 
new capabilities and building a trans-
formational credit union dedicated to 
continuing high standards of member 
service and delivering on our brand 
promise to be where you need us to 

cash redemption of $8.2 million, in-
cluding a patronage allocation of $2.4 
million to Crosstown members and 
$3.2 million to Access members.

It fulfi ls a commitment made in 
moving forward with the merger, 
explained Loewen, who noted both 
credit unions agreed on maximizing 
the ability to pay patronage to mem-
bers as part of the cooperative values 
and a belief that members should 
share in their profi ts. 

Also announced was a new enhanced 
patronage program that will pay bo-
nuses in cash to members. More de-
tails on the program are scheduled to 
be released in the coming months.

“Access Credit Union is a true co-
operative. As shareholders of Access, 
our success is your success,” said Dav-
ey. “Access is proud to be sharing our 
profi ts with our members in what has 
been a challenging year for many in-
dividuals and businesses.  Despite the 
challenges, both legacy credit unions 
fi nancial position remained strong 
and our member-owners are seeing 
the benefi t through the member re-
wards program.”

In the question and answer session 
that concluded the meeting, directors 
said the longer term strategic plan 
could always allow for further merg-
ers to be considered, but there is noth-
ing on the horizon at the moment.

“Everything we hear from our col-
leagues in our system tells us that it’s 

Access Credit Union CEO Larry 
Davey, shown here in a screen-
shot from the fi nancial institu-
tion’s online AGM last week, says 
they’ve remained in a strong 
position despite the challenges 
the pandemic has posed.

“At the end of this coming year, there’s go-
ing to be zero debt other than the [Meridian 
Exhibition Centre]. I think it’s a pretty ag-
gressive debt repayment process ... we want 
to actually reduce our other debt to a lower 
level,” said Harder, noting their plan will be to 
pay off the wastewater project over 15 years 
rather than 20.

“Our staff and our engineering department 
have been very vigilant to make sure that we 
are planning for the future, not just simply 
for what’s able to be seen today,” Harder con-
cluded. “Those are necessary projects. There’s 
not a lot of glory in putting in a sewer line ... 
but we need to make sure it’s done as our city 
continues to grow.”

be.”
ACU president and CEO Larry Dav-

ey also suggested having a working 
relationship with Crosstown coming 
into the amalgamation helped the 
transition go smoothly and meet their 
commitments while also supporting 
members through the pandemic.

“I think what really helped both 
credit unions is they spent a lot of 

time setting up staff to 
work virtually and then 
having them spend a lot 
of time with members 
in getting them through 
all of the government 
programs that were be-
ing offered to make sure 
members were being 
looked after,” he said. 
“They were there to as-
sist members who may-
be were struggling.”

In 2020, Access re-
corded an 11.7 per cent 
growth in assets to al-
most $3.2 billion, while 
deposits rose 10.9 per 
cent to over $2.8 billion 
and loans went up seven 
per cent to over $2.5 bil-

lion. Gross operating income was up 
13.3 per cent to almost $20.4 million.

For Crosstown Civic, assets increased 
3.7 per cent to over $2.6 billion, while 
deposits were up 3.6 per cent to just 
under $2.5 billion and loans declined 

 >  WINKLER BUDGET, FROM PG. 5

1.8 per cent to just 
over $2 billion. 
Gross operating 
income saw almost  
no change at $15.2 
million.

Perhaps the most 
signifi cant news 
for members was 
that the credit 
union announced 
a total combined 

important for credit unions to con-
tinue to grow to be successful and 
sustainable, so strategic mergers are 
defi nitely an opportunity for us to 
grow to ensure that sustainability 
and strength for our members,” said 
Loewen. “They will be considered for 
the future.”

“ACCESS IS 
PROUD TO BE 
SHARING OUR 
PROFITS WITH 
OUR MEMBERS IN 
WHAT HAS BEEN 
A CHALLENGING 
YEAR FOR MANY 
INDIVIDUALS AND 
BUSINESSES.”
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Winkler Dental                                                                   
Justin & Karissa Falk
DFL                                                                                       
Parkside Building Centre
Michael & Christine Krahn                                               
EECOL Electric
Pinnaco                                                                                
Joy Nicette Barquilla
Triple E                                                                                 
CO-OP
Berdick Windows and Doors                                            
Friesens Insurance Brokers
Music For Young Children 
  (Cassandra Giesbrecht)      
OK Tire
Shoppers Drugmart Pharmacy                                        
Armin & Cherry Ferrer
Winkler Concrete                                                               
Red Swan Pizza
Smooth Edge Concrete                                                      
Vantage Construction
Moonlite Auto Body/Windy Lane 
Towing
Video Stop
Schmidt’s Auto Body                                                          

Ken & Irene Hildebrand
GW Consulting                                                                     
WES Elias Trucking
Abe & Annie Peters                                                             
Abe & Helen Sawatzky
Pembina Valley Dental                                                        
Cedarwood Homes
Jelcan Inc                                                                               
Gislason Targownik Peters
Greenvalley Equipment                                                      
Peter Neufeld Consulting
Kroekers Farms                                                                    
Grandeur Housing
Core Fitness
Centennial Farm Supply                                                    
Winkler Building Supplies
Janzen’s Paint and Decorating                                          
Sunvalley Tire
Choice Realty                                                                       
Decor Cabinets
Access Credit Union                                                           
Qline Trucking 
Hometown Ford                                                                  
Meridian 

THE KID’S AT WINKLER KID’S 
KORNER NURSERY SCHOOL  

say a BIG THANK YOU to these 
businesses and individuals. 

Your donation has enabled KKNS to continue to ensure greater 
accessibility to all families regardless of income.

During construction, up to 400 jobs will be 
created, with an additional 50 permanent jobs 
within Valley Fiber.

Wall described the project as being shovel 
ready this spring or summer. They’re aiming 
for completion by 2024.

Offi cials heralded the partnership as a major 
step forward to boost the growth and develop-
ment of rural Manitoba.

“Our $130 million investment will help 
Manitobans receive broadband service and 
create new economic opportunities, support 
public services like health and education and 
strengthen rural communities,” said Ehren 
Cory, CEO of the Canada Infrastructure Bank. 
“There is a tremendous opportunity to ex-
pand broadband networks and the CIB looks 
forward to making many more investments 

which benefi t Canadians.”
“Rolling out fi bre broadband to remote loca-

tions in Canada will improve many facets of 
people’s everyday life,” noted Marko Kremer, 
head of Americas for DIF Capital Partners. “It 
will provide critical broadband access to many 
Canadians living in under serviced regions 
and enable rural communities in Manitoba to 
participate in the digitalization of the global 
economy.”

Catherine McKenna, Minister of Infrastruc-
ture and Communities, praised the initiative 
as “benefi tting the local economy and build-
ing more inclusive communities. This is part 
of our government’s plan to ensure all Cana-
dians have access to quality, high-speed inter-
net services.”

 >  VALLEY FIBER, FROM PG. 3

Grant helping BTHC ER modernize medication dispensation
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Thanks to funding from the Cana-
dian Medical Association Foundation, 
the Boundary Trails Health Centre 
Foundation is able to purchase a ma-
jor piece of equipment for the BTHC’s 
emergency department this spring.

The BTHC Foundation was ap-
proved for a grant of $100,000 through 
the CMA Foundation’s COVID-19 re-
lief initiative in support of those on 
the frontlines of the pandemic.

The grant announced last week will 
be used to purchase a BD PyxisMed-
station ES Automatic Dispensing 
Cabinet to modernize how medica-
tion is delivered in the ER. 

“In the big hospitals in Winnipeg 
they have these everywhere—not just 
in the ER but throughout the build-
ing,” says BTHC Foundation executive 
director Shannon Samatte-Folkett, 
who explains the units make for a 
more effi cient, precise system of med-
ication management.

When Samatte-Folkett found out 
about the availability of CMA Foun-
dation funding, she reached out to 
hospital leaders to see what equip-
ment they hoped to add to BTHC’s ar-
senal. These cabinets were at the top 
of the list.

“Ensuring that appropriate medica-
tion therapy is initiated and adminis-
tered on schedule is essential for pa-

tients receiving care in the hospital,” 
notes Jane Curtis, CEO of Southern 
Health-Santé Sud. “The new auto-
matic dispensing cabinets will opti-

BTHC is getting one of these 
automated dispensing 
cabinets for the ER thanks 
to a $100,000 grant from the 
CMA Foundation.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
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BTHC Foundation board chair Ben 
Friesen is pleased the foundation was 
able to facilitate this purchase.

“We are thankful to the CMA Foun-
dation for generously funding this 
project that will support the safety 
of medication therapy for health care 
workers and patients receiving care at 
BTHC,” he says. 

The money comes specifi cally from 
the CMA Foundation’s COVID-19 
Community Hospital Fund. The $5 
million fund was created to assist hos-
pitals across Canada with fewer than 
100 beds.

“I am inspired every day by the ded-
ication of physicians, health care pro-
viders and all hospital workers as they 
continue to confront the COVID-19 
pandemic head-on,” says Allison Sey-
mour, CMA Foundation president. 

“We know these are extraordinary 
times that require extraordinary sup-
port. From managing evolving health 
care needs to addressing changes 
in your community, to ensuring the 
proper equipment and training for 
your staff, our hope is that these funds 
will have a positive impact as you con-
tinue to navigate the challenges of the 
pandemic.”

 The CMA Foundation is the charita-
ble arm of the Canadian Medical As-
sociation. The foundation has to date 
committed more than $30 million in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

mize medication 
safety and work-

fl ow effi ciency so that patients in the 
hospital can get the medication they 
require right when they need it.”

The grant covers the bulk of the 
costs of the unit, with the RHA pro-
viding the rest.
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Feel alone and need care?
We provide real companionship!

We treat you like you want to be treated

Phone 204-822-5522
Toll Free: 1-833-952-9573   www.heavenlycare.ca

Services
• Respite Care at home, hospital or nursing home

• Accompany on walks, outings, doctor appointments, 
school or work • Laundry and house cleaning 

• Bathing, grooming • Hoyer lift  experience • Meal preparation and cooking 
• Medication monitoring • Available 24 hours, 7 days a week

Service in 
Morden and Winkler

May the miracle of His resurrection 
bring hope and comfort to your heart 

and home this Easter season.
God Bless You and Yours!

MORDEN’S DOLLAR STORE
...PLUS MORE

473 STEPHEN ST.   204-822-5441

Salem Home marks 65 years of care with major renos
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Salem Home in Winkler is marking 
a milestone anniversary this year with 
its biggest renovation project ever.

In honour of the facility’s 65th anni-
versary, the personal care home board 
has announced plans to upgrade 60 
resident rooms in the oldest part of 
the building, which went up in 1972.

As challenging as the COVID-19 
pandemic has been for Salem, CEO 
Sherry Janzen said it also opened 
up a rare opportunity to tackle these 
renovations with as little upheaval as 
possible.

“Because we couldn’t do any admis-
sions during the outbreaks that we 
were in from November to Febru-
ary, we were presented with the op-
portunity of a number of empty beds 
that are now allowing us to do this,” 
she said. “We’ll never have an oppor-
tunity of having 20 empty beds ever 
again.”

Those empty beds meant staff could 
temporarily move some residents of 
the Cottonwood wing out of the reno-
vation area for phase one of the proj-
ect. The remaining 40 rooms (which 
includes 10 rooms in the Maple unit) 
will be renovated in phases two and 
three.

The renovations will be extensive, 
with each room being pulled apart 
to get rid of any asbestos in the walls 
and install air conditioning and a fi re 
suppression system in each space and 
a larger air handling unit that meets 
modern air exchange codes.

The rooms will also get new, hardier 
furniture, draperies, fl ooring, state-
of-the-art electric beds, and lift sys-
tems to make it easier to get residents 
in and out of their beds and into the 
washroom.

Also in the plans is the installation 
of way-fi nding triggers to help resi-

dents living with dementia better navigate their home.
“This project will ensure that the building remains cur-

rent and usable for future years,” noted Salem board chair 
James Peters. “We want the residents to live in an environ-
ment that is suitable to their needs.”

All these changes are long overdue, added Janzen.
“I think anyone who has had family member would un-

derstand why these renovations need to happen,” she said. 
“It would be like my mom and dad building a house in 
1972 and nothing had ever, ever changed in that house un-
til today. So that means we have bright orange or bright 
gold countertops in the bathrooms, we would have old fur-
niture, we would have old fl oors. 

“If you never change anything, eventually it’s hard to live 
in that space. Environment is really important. When your 
whole life comes down to one room, that room is very im-
portant, and how the room looks and how it functions is 
very important.”

The entire project is pegged at about $1.5 million, with 
Manitoba Health and Southern Health-Santé Sud expect-
ed to chip in some amount (exactly how much is still being 
negotiated).

Salem Foundation, the home’s fundraising arm, is head-
ing up a donation campaign to cover costs. 

“Every single dollar counts,” said Arlen Hildebrand, 
foundation board chair, adding he always has faith that the 
community will step up in support of improving the lives 
of Salem’s residents.

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Salem Home is tackling a massive renovation proj-
ect designed to bring the 1972 part of the building 
up to modern standards. Sixty resident rooms will 
be affected.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
A glimpse inside one of the aging rooms slated to 
be renovated at Salem Home. This area of the build-
ing looks much the same as it did when it was built 
nearly 50 years ago.

“WE WANT THE RESIDENTS TO LIVE IN AN 
ENVIRONMENT THAT IS SUITABLE 
TO THEIR NEEDS.”

Donation information is available online at salemhome.
ca or by calling the foundation at 204-325-4316.
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FIND THE HIDDEN FIND THE HIDDEN 
EGGS CONTESTEGGS CONTEST

They are tiny eggs hidden deep within the 
paper... so search on every page!

No phone entries please... 
Email us with the page numbers you found 
the eggs on and be entered to win.

P.S it’s not the eggs on this page, 
and they won’t be in any ad!

Contest Deadline Contest Deadline 
April 5th, 2021 at April 5th, 2021 at 

12:00 noon12:00 noongkeller@winklermordenvoice.cagkeller@winklermordenvoice.ca

e

Find the eggs that look like 
this on 3 different pages

For kids 12 & under onlyFor kids 12 & under only

Kids! We have hidden Easter Eggs in 
this week’s edition. If you fi nd all three 
you can enter our Easter Egg Contest 

for a chance to win a $25 Gift Certifi cate 
from The Morden Dollar Store.

New scholarship fund to benefi t GVC students
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The legacy of Kaitlyn Reimer will live 
on in a new way thanks to the gener-
osity of Kerry and Darlene Pollock.

The Morden couple have set up a 
new fund at the Winkler Community 
Foundation to support the creation of 
a Kaitlyn Marie Reimer Scholarship 
in memory of the teen behind Katie 
Cares and the Katie’s Cottage respite 
home.

“We’re big believers in Katie’s vision 
and determination to make this place 
happen,” said Kerry Pollock in a gath-
ering at Katie’s Cottage last week to 
announce the new $1,000 scholarship 
for Garden Valley Collegiate students.

“What she was doing when she was 
fi ghting cancer, to be thinking of other 
people during that time, is truly in-
spiring,” he continued. “Which is one 
of the reasons why we wanted to do 
something in her memory in perpetu-
ity to give some kids the opportunity 
to go to school and further their edu-
cation, which I’m sure she would have 
done if she had been around to do it.”

Ruth Reimer has no doubt her late 
daughter would have continued her 
education.

“Kaitlyn loved school. Her ideal was 
being able to go to school and read 
and write and be a writer,” she said, 
noting Katie had often talked about 
becoming a marine biologist when 
she grew up. 

Before her death at age 15, Katie at-

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Kerry and Darlene Pollock (far right) with the Reimer family (Randy 
and Ruth, son John, and granddaughter Clarke) at Katie’s Cottage last 
week. The Pollocks have set up a scholarship fund in memory of Kait-
lyn Reimer that will support graduating GVC students.

tended school at GVC, which is why 
her family have decided to keep the 
scholarship there in support of future 
graduating Zodiacs.

The fi rst award will go out in 2022. 
The recipient will be selected by the 
Reimer family.

Pollock hopes other community 
members will come on board to sup-
port the scholarship fund. Anyone can 

principal so that the interest can be 
granted out.

“Hopefully as time goes on the fund 
will grow and people will contribute 
to it and we’ll be able to generate 
more than one $1,000 scholarship on 
an annual basis to some deserving 
students at Garden Valley Collegiate.”

The Pollock family are no strangers 
to endowment funds—they’ve had 
one with the Winnipeg Foundation 
for years. It generates thousands of 

dollars in grants annually to such lo-
cal agencies as Katie Cares and the 
BTHC Foundation.

Reimer is grateful to the Pollocks for 
their generosity, which began when 
the couple toured the respite home 
shortly after it opened fi ve years ago.

“They just embraced everything 
about Katie’s Cottage so quickly and 
they’ve been donors ever since. And 
not only donors but good friends of 
ours,” she said. “For that I am forever 
grateful.”

AN ADDITIONAL DONATION
In addition to getting this new schol-

arship fund going, the Pollocks sur-
prised Katie’s Cottage with an addi-
tional donation last week.

They presented Reimer with a 
cheque for $10,000 to cover the cost of 
putting up a pergola in the facility’s 
backyard.

“It has been something that we have 
wanted to do for awhile,” a delighted 
Reimer said after accepting the dona-
tion. “It will just fi nish that space off 
so nicely, and then cancer patients 
can sit outside in the sun and not be 
affected by the sun. Because when 
you’re on chemo you can’t necessarily 
sit in the sun. This will give us a nice 
shade structure to fi nish it up.”

The pergola will be built in memory 
of Pollock’s father, Bill, who passed 
away last year. 

“He was a big believer in paying it 
forward,” Pollock said of his dad.

Work on the project got underway 
this week.

make a donation 
to it, growing the 

United Way gives back $135,800
By Lorne Stelmach

The new United Way Pembina Valley is cap-
ping off a challenging but exciting year with the 
distribution of $135,800 in grants to 23 local non-
profi t agencies.

It is the fi rst distribution of funds by the orga-
nization created from the merger of the Morden 
and Winkler United Ways, and directors were 
very pleased with the results of the campaign, 
which brought in a total $138,900 this past win-
ter. In addition to the grants, $3,100 from the 
campaign is earmarked for scholarships and 
bursaries for graduating students in Winkler 
and Morden.

The communities stepped up again this year 
as they always do, but the pandemic had added 
a level of uncertainty, acknowledged president 
Kim Nelson.

“I’m very pleased. It was a very successful 
campaign despite all of the pandemic challeng-
es that this year brought to everyone,” she said. 
“We have always been blessed by the support 

of the local communities and have been able to 
support a good number of agencies, so it’s very 
nice to see that we were able to support 23 local 
agencies.

“We see the value in the work that is done by 
all of these agencies.”

Nelson said it was diffi cult to go into the cam-
paign with a specifi c goal given not only the 
pandemic but also some uncertainty with how it 
would go with the amalgamation.  

“It’s comforting and it’s exciting to know that 
support is there, as even though the way the 
Pembina Valley continues to just grow and ex-
pand, we weren’t sure what to expect because 
this was the fi rst year with the merger.

“This gives us hope, and we are excited with 
the new possibilities for United Way Pembina 
Valley.”

She added the directors of United Way Pem-
bina Valley were now excited to move ahead 
with planning for their fi rst full year as a new 
regional entity.

Continued on page 11
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Muffi ns for 
Munchkins 
a big hit
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Morden-Winkler’s inaugural Muf-
fi ns for Munchkins campaign was an 
unqualifi ed success last month.

Full proceeds from the sale of every 
$1 muffi n at the Morden and Winkler 
Coffee Culture locations  March 17-19 
were earmarked for the Winkler Fam-
ily Resource Centre and the Morden 
Parent and Child Resource Centre.

The campaign raised $2,008—no 
small feat for its fi rst time out.

“We were very, very busy baking 
muffi ns,” said owner/manager Lisa 
Zacharias. “I didn’t expect us to be 
making quite so many, but my staff 
and I, we just had fun with it. We re-
ally enjoyed it.

“It was really good to see how the 
community supported us with this 

PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
From left: Coffee Culture’s Lisa Zacharias presented Cathy Savage and Jen Froese from the Winkler and 
Morden family resource centres with a cheque for $2,008 last week, representing the proceeds from the 
inaugural Muffi ns for Munchkins fundraiser. 

fundraiser.”
Cathy Savage, who heads up both 

family resource centres, was thrilled 
as well at the response.

“It went above and beyond all ex-
pectations,” she said as she stopped 
by Coffee Culture last week to pick up 
the donation cheque from Zacharias. 

“When you do something for the fi rst 
time it takes awhile to catch on, but 
this did not take long at all. “

Savage sends thanks out to everyone 
who bought a muffi n—whether it was 
one or 100 (as was the case with a few 
generous local businesses who treat-
ed their staff that week).

“This money will go right back into 
our pre-school programs,” she said, 
“which is really good because funding 
is short these days, so to be able to do 
something like this right now has just 
been amazing.”

“We hope to do it  all again next 
year,” added Zacharias.

“It’s great to have such a dedicated 
volunteer board who really see the 
value of this in Morden and Winkler 
and appreciate all the things the non-
profi ts can bring to the Pembina Val-
ley, so we’re excited to continue build-
ing those relationships with all the 
local  non-profi ts.”

The 23 agencies benefi ting from the 
United Way campaign include:

• Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Pem-
bina Valley: $12,700 for ongoing men-
toring programming.

• Boundary Trails Health Cen-
tre Foundation: $13,600 for hospital 
equipment.

• Cerebral Palsy Association of Man-
itoba: $1,100 towards the creation of a 
Pembina Valley sledge hockey league.

• Child and Family Services of Cen-
tral Manitoba Foundation: $7,100 to 
give children the opportunity to par-
ticipate in extracurricular activities.

• Eden Health Care Services: $9,800 
for its volunteer programming.

• Gateway Resources: $13,800 to-

wards the purchase of trishaw bikes 
to get people with disabilities out 
into the community and for outdoor 
furnishings for its summer camp pro-
gram.

• Genesis House: $6,800 for ongoing 
programming for women and chil-
dren.

• Katie Cares: $2,400 to purchase a 
tractor for respite home yard mainte-
nance.

• Morden Activity Centre: $3,500 for 
programs and activities for seniors in 
the community.

• Morden Christmas Cheer Board: 
$4,500 for its annual care hamper pro-
gram.

• Morden Parent and Child Resource 
Centre: $2,900 for ongoing program-
ming and a new website.

• Morden Services for Seniors: $4,300 
towards new kitchen countertops and 
equipment.

• Morden Youth for Christ: $9,300 for 
ongoing youth programming.

 >  UNITED WAY, FROM PG. 10

Continued on page 12
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Happy Easter!

A Reason to Rejoice

We’d like to share with you our sincere best 
wishes for a joyous and blessed Easter season. 

May the power of His love and sacrifice
bring peace, joy and contentment to you and yours.

Call us for an appointment!

204-325-5223

1 mile W & 1 3/4 mile 
South of Winkler, MB

• Pembina Counselling Centre: 
$5,400 for subsidized counselling 
services and workshops.

• Pembina Hills Art Council: $2,100 
in support of visual arts program-
ming.

• Pembina Valley Child Care Cen-
tres Inc.: $2,900 for ongoing pro-
gramming.

• Pembina Valley Humane Society: 
$3,000 for staffi ng and a spay/neuter 
program.

• Pembina Valley Pregnancy Care 
Centre: $7,100 for pregnancy support 
programming.

• Salem Home: $7,300 towards its 
volunteer coordinator position.

• Winkler Villages for Older Adults: 

SCRL book sale a weekly event this year

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The South Central Regional Library’s giant 
annual book sale is a no-go this year, but that 
doesn’t mean you can’t fi ll your shelves with 
used treasures.

Instead of one weekend in May, the library is 
hosting a weekly book sale in the former Variety 
Advertising space beside the Morden branch 
starting April 1.

The site will be open every Thursday from 1-5 
p.m. and the last Saturday of the month from 
now until the books run out.

“That’s where we have been pricing for the 
past two years and we had a pop-up sale there 
last summer in the lead-up to the big sale,” ex-
plained director of library services Cathy Ch-
ing. “We can’t have the big sale this year ... so 
this is what we’re going to do instead.”

Morden’s sale could run for months, but it’s 
not the only place book lovers will be able to 
stock up—SCRL’s branches in Winkler, Miami, 
Manitou, and Altona are also planning various 
one-off sales throughout the summer. 

“Winkler’s hoping to have one in their lobby 
the week we normally have our sale,” Ching 
said, adding some of the other branches were 
looking at timing their smaller sales to their 
community’s usual festival weekends (even 

if the festivals don’t happen this year). Firmer 
details will be released by the branches in the 
weeks and months ahead.

All the branches are now accepting book do-
nations for these sales—just call ahead before 
stopping by to drop them off.

Ching said they already have dozens of boxes 
of materials priced and ready to go. The stock 
will be refreshed regularly so it will be like a 
new sale almost every week.

“We’ll be going through them pretty quick, I 
think,” she said. “We’ll be pricing continually 
and there will be fresh books all the time ... it 
might actually be a better sale.”

Ching noted that they have been asked why 
they don’t just move the large sale to another 
location this year, what with Morden’s commu-
nity hall tied up with the COVID-19 vaccination 
clinic.

“We just don’t know what’s going to happen. 
It was so stressful last year,” she said. The 2020 
sale was at fi rst postponed as the pandemic be-
gan and then held with restrictions in fall. “We 
squeaked it through and then everything went 
to code orange that same week. We don’t want 
to go through that again.”

With all those challenges, last year’s sale 
brought in about two-thirds what it usually 
does. Ching isn’t sure what to expect this year.

 VOICE FILE PHOTO
Looking to restock your bookshelf? The Morden Li-
brary hosts SCRL’s book sale this year every Thursday 
afternoon and the last Saturday of the month. Pop-
up sales are also planned for the other branches.

 >  UNITED WAY GRANTS, FROM PG. 11
$5,600 towards its rooftop terrace 
project.

• Winker Day Care: $2,900 towards 
improvements to their gym space.

• Winkler Family Resource Centre: 
$2,900 for operational expenses.

• Winkler Senior Centre: $4,800 for 
its volunteer program coordinator po-
sition.

Morden library hosting sale every Thursday, pop-up 
sales planned for other branches this summer

“Our goal usually is about $18,000. If we make half of that 
we’ll be happy,” she said, explaining every dollar goes to-
wards new materials purchases for the libraries.
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Minn-Dak Growers, LTD
Grand Forks, ND - 701-746-7453

Dickinson, ND - 701-483-4528

From the Heartland... to the World
Committed to quality service by maintaining  
a highly integrated program in specialty crop 

processing, marketing, and research. 

Buckwheat, Mustard, & Safflower

Currently Purchasing & Contracting mustard, buckwheat and organic buckwheat on the open market

204-239-0135
heart land@cfheart land.ca
cfhear t land.ca

EASTER IS HERE!
Sending our very best wishes 
to all of the eggcellent folks 
who make our community 
such a wonderful place. We 
look forward to serving you 
again soon, and we thank

 you for your support! 

Providing quality parts and service for medium 
construction equipment, and hi-way and ag equipment.

Morden, Winkler to receive nearly $1.8M for housing projects
By Lorne Stelmach

Winkler and Morden are among 10 
Manitoba communities that got some 
provincial cash for 
housing this week.

The Manitoba 
government is pro-
viding a total of $12 
million in funding 
to the municipali-
ties to help address 
the need for afford-
able housing initia-
tives. Winkler is re-
ceiving $1,064,000, 
while Morden is 
getting $732,000.

Winkler Mayor 
Martin Harder said receiving word 
Monday morning was a great way to 
start the week.

“It came out of the blue ... it’s cer-
tainly recognizing that we have an af-
fordable housing issue to deal with, 
and we’ve known that for quite some 
time. We have done some work,” said 
Harder. “We’ve come a long way as 
far as dealing with affordable housing 
and having proper housing to have 
our community live in ... we want to 
expand that to ensure the needs of 
our community are being met.”

“We have had a bit of a model in 
place that we just have not had the 
opportunity to explore yet, but we 
want to make sure that it is a model 
that will work for us long term. This 
can certainly provide some of the 
seed capital to get it done,” said Mor-
den Mayor Brandon Burley.

Morden-Winkler MLA Cameron 
Friesen heralded this funding an-
nouncement as a way to help acceler-
ate the development of more afford-
able housing in the province.

“When it comes to our communities 
of Morden and Winkler and the RM of 
Stanley, we grow, and we continue to 
grow, and with that growth comes the 
challenge of fi nding a place that’s af-
fordable for people,” said Friesen.

“It recognizes that the communi-
ties themselves have already been 

grappling with the issue,” he added. 
“Both communities are signalling 
that they are already thinking about 
what would be the best options ... to 

create the spaces that are 
needed.”

In a news release, Fami-
lies Minister Rochelle 
Squires noted this new 
provincial funding aligns 
with current needs and 
represents a balanced ap-
proach to creating afford-
able housing opportuni-
ties. 

Squires suggested the 
funding will benefi t 
groups that are more like-
ly to experience barriers 

to housing such as Indigenous house-
holds, single-parent families, and 
new Canadians including refugees as 

well as youth-led households, seniors, 
and people with a physical or mental 
disability.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has af-
fected all of us in one way or another 
and vulnerable Manitobans, includ-
ing lower-income families, have been 

hit particularly hard,” said Squires. 
“This funding will enable and em-

power our municipal partners to help 
those who face barriers to housing in 
their communities, by supporting the 

Continued on page 16

“IT’S CERTAINLY 
RECOGNIZING 
THAT WE HAVE 
AN AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING ISSUE TO 
DEAL WITH ...”
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360 Stephen Street. Morden
822-4444

Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-6:00pm
Saturday 9am-5:30pm

(204) 325-8033
240 Main St. Winkler, MB  

team@jimsmithaccounting.ca
www.jimsmithaccounting.ca

www.huronwin.com

485 EASTVIEW DRIVE
WINKLER

(204) 325-8852

325-8941
885 Memorial Dr., Winkler

Free & Confidential  204.362.0797
www.pvpcc.com

SOUTHLAND MALL
(204) 325-4701 www.ironmenindustries.com Quality in Steel 

Phone:      (204) 325-0461 

 Winkler, MB  

Everyday Products” 

420 Airport Drive  Winkler, MB 
(204) 325-9114

925 Skyline Dr, WINKLER,MB

(204) 325-8155

486 Jefferson St. 
MORDEN

(204) 822-9511

204-822-6069
brewnsip.com

IN-STORE BREWING

Certified Professional Repair

Two Locations
To Serve You Better

215 Stephen Street, Morden
(204) 822-9992

Menzies Medical Centre
(204) 822-6667

Morden Drugstore

Clinic Drugstore

15 Thornhill St., Morden

822-5423

(204) 325-4798

 

www.fabricland.ca

325 Roblin Blvd E. Winkler, MB
www.idealfloorsmb.ca

(204) 325-4243

Service, safeties, and rebuilds on heavy duty diesel 

 *Carpets *Airducts *Auto Detailing 

1-

LTD.

Established 1946

Celebrating our 75th Year! 

805 Stephen St, Morden 
204-823-2992

truenorthelectric@hotmail.ca

399 Manitoba Rd., Winkler
Phone 204-325-5729

Telus Smart Home Security

538 Centennial St., Winkler

564 Mountain Ave., 
Winkler, MB

Phone: 
(204) 325-8807

This community page is 
sponsored by these 

local businesses. 
Please support them.

Aerus Electrolux
Authorized Dealer

Walter W. Peters
114 - 6th Street, Winkler, MB

Ph. 204-325-7268

Your Community 
Newspaper

Your Community 
NEWSPAPER

Irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) is 
so common that it’s likely you know 
at least one person with this func-
tional disorder. In 2003, the Cana-
dian Society of Intestinal Research 
advocated to mayors across Canada 
and succeeded in having April de-
clared as IBS Awareness Month.

IBS Facts
-

mately 5 – 7.5 million individuals) 
are living with IBS

-
cal help

still affects many men

young children to the elderly

$6.5 billion annually in Canada
-

leading to a further $8 billion in 
lost productivity

we call the ABCDs of IBS – Ab-
dominal pain, Bloating, and Con-
stipation and/or Diarrhea

you might feel well for a while only 
to get symptoms again

-
tion diagnosed by gastroenterolo-
gists and is one of the most
frequently seen conditions

unclearand, as there are no diag-
nostic disease markers for IBS, 
guidelines recommend doctors 
make a positive diagnosis using cri-
teria that are based on the person’s 
symptoms.

BS Diet Suggestions:

perhaps cabbage, cauliflower, and 
broccoli – which might cause too 
much gas – however, if they are 
your favourite foods and they don’t 
cause problems for you, then go for 
them too.

people might have problems with 
melons, apples, and citrus fruits.
Some IBS patients benefit from in-
creasing the fibre content of their 
diet. When it comes to fibre, in-
crease this slowly and ensure a wa-

symptoms of IBS so be alert for any 
negative reactions to this food.

-
erate bread, pasta, rice, bagels, and 
crackers, in any variety including 
rye, whole wheat, white, gluten 
free, etc, unless you also have celiac 
disease or a gluten intolerance.

you or not.
-

lems for people who are lactose 
intolerant, so enjoy these products 
freely. If you have lactose intoler-
ance as well as IBS, you could try 

pill.

Some people have problems with 
heavily spiced, sauced, or fried 
foods.

pretzels, baked potato chips, rice 
cakes, frozen yogurt, low fat yogurt, 
and fruit.

your diet.
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sports&recreationorts
INSIDE  >  OUTSIDE >  UPSIDE DOWN

Golf courses ready 
and raring to go
By Lorne Stelmach

It may still be uncertain just what 
the season will look like, but the golf 
clubs in Winkler and Morden are do-
ing what they can to get ready for it.

There might even be potential for 
earlier starts, though both clubs 
right now are hoping fi rst for some 
moisture to help the condition of the 
greens.

“It’s been a strange winter ... it’s not 
ideal conditions for the course. I think 
our big problem now is the dry condi-
tions. We’ve got to pray we’ll get some 
rain or another dump of snow before 
spring comes,” said Greg Hesom, club 
manager and head pro in Winkler.  

“It wintered well with the mild 
weather. There shouldn’t be any snow 
mould because there wasn’t really 
any snow,” said Geoff Kehler, Min-
newasta’s pro. “It will be very dry, so 
we need some spring rains or even a 
little bit of snow or something to get 
some moisture in the ground.”

Kehler said the winter season at the 
course is taken up with a lot of plan-
ning, with time to focus on member-
ship and budgeting for the year ahead.

“Usually winters are quieter, but this 
year especially was busy selling mem-
berships and green fee packages, 
more so than other winters,” he said.

“I also run a winter golf school, 
which I wasn’t really allowed to do un-
til late February, so I got a few weeks 
of teaching in,” Kehler added. “With 
everyone in lockdown it would have 
been nice to be able to teach because 
it would have given people something 
else to do.”

Kehler is optimistic that they should 
be able to get in a full golf season this 
year, albeit with similar rules and re-
strictions to last year. 

“It’ll be nice. Hopefully with the vac-
cines and everything we won’t need 
to have extra restrictions. The restric-
tions we have right now affect golf a 
little bit, but I think in 2020 golf as a 
whole proved that it’s very safe to 
play, being outside and social distanc-
ing naturally, so I think a lot of people 
fl ocked to golf.

“It will be very similar to the 2020 
season with restrictions ... the fl ags 
will have to stay in, the bunker rakes 
won’t be out, no ball washers and 
things like that.

“It could be even busier perhaps,” 
he suggested. “All signs though are 
pointing to an early season. We’re go-
ing to look at it this week and make a 
decision on a tentative opening date.

“League play we’re going to try to 
make a go of it but obviously follow-
ing the health orders,” Kehler added. 

“We were able to get them in last year. 
The men’s league had to start a little 
bit later just because of the size.”

The schedule of course includes the 
men’s, ladies, and senior open some-
time in September, but there is little 
else in the works right now. 

“Right now we have the provincial 
Legion tournament but nothing from 
Golf Manitoba,” Kehler said. “We had 
a good run of probably fi ve or six 
years where we had a Golf Manitoba 
event here.”

In Winkler, it was a busy off-season 
of course with the transition to the 
new clubhouse.

“It’s been good work. It’s exciting 
work obviously getting into the new  
building, fi guring out how to set ev-
erything up and trying to foresee ev-
erything, but it’s exciting to see how 
good it looks and knowing we are go-
ing to be able to serve our member-
ship better,” said Hesom.

The conditions remain a question 
mark, he reiterated.

“We need water on the greens be-
fore we have a lot of traffi c across 
them otherwise we will not have good 
greens come May, June or July,” he 
said. “They need water, but we can’t 
turn the irrigation on because the reg-
ular ground is still frozen. We need it 
to get warm quick so we can turn the 
irrigation on or get some moisture.”

Hesom didn’t see any reason why 
the golf season shouldn’t be able to 

start on time with the necessary CO-
VID restrictions.

“I’m optimistic. I think we proved 
last year that golf is a safe activity to 
do if all of the practices are followed. I 
don’t see any reason why we can’t do 
at least what we did last year.

“Obviously, there’s the social dis-
tancing, not gathering in the club-
house after league. We follow what we 
need to, and there’s no reason not to 
be able to play golf.

“I hope once May rolls around, which 
is when we start our leagues, that 
we’re allowed to do a hundred people 
outside and get a full season in,” said  
Hesom, noting the men’s league had 
over 200 involved, so they had to be 
split up over two nights last year with 
a staggered start time as well.

“Tournaments are a more diffi cult 
thing ... we’ll just have to take it as it 
comes and work around it.”

In the meantime, those who were 
anxious to get swinging have been 
able to start using the driving range in 
Winkler.

“The driving range is open, subject 
to the weather obviously. We’ll have 
it open when the weather is decent,” 
Hesom said. “We were pretty steady 
all day the other weekend, so it was 
nice to see some guys out.”

“And people are excited about [the 
clubhouse]. I really can’t wait for it to 
get green and for the trees to come out 
to enjoy that view.”

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Morden golf pro Geoff Kehler (above) and Winkler pro Greg Hesom 
(below) say the local courses could use a bit more moisture but 
otherwise the season is poised to start soon. Winkler already has its 
driving range open.
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Homegrown talent hits the ice for NWHL championship
By Lorne Stelmach

A Mordenite got her shot at a major 
hockey championship after all this 
past weekend.

Taylor Woods had earned a spot on 
defence for the Toronto Six, who were 
among six teams competing for the 
National Women’s Hockey League 
title.

The shortened regular season and 
playoff was to have all happened in 
Lake Placid, N.Y. from Jan. 23 to Feb. 
5, but play was halted just before the 
semi-fi nals when two teams had to 
withdraw due to COVID-19 positive 
test results.

The good news came recently 
though that the playoff round was re-
scheduled to last weekend in Brigh-
ton, Mass. The semifi nals went Friday 
with Toronto taking on the Boston 
Pride and the Minnesota Whitecaps 
challenging the Connecticut Whale. 
Boston outed Toronto 6-2 and then 
won their second NWHL title with a 
4-3 victory over the Minnesota White-
caps Saturday night.

“The pandemic has brought a whole 
range of emotions into play,” said 
Woods last week. “The on again, off 
again ... you go into the bubble and 
think you’re going to play ... then it 
doesn’t go as planned.

“There was not a moment in my 
mind though where I wasn’t go to 
play again ... we knew there was going 
to be something, it was just at what 
point,” she added. “I’m glad that we 
got to where we were now. Let’s have 
the playoff and fi nish it.

“We were rolling,” said Woods, who 
had registered four goals and fi ve 
points for Toronto as it fi nished fi rst 
in the round robin with a 4-1-1 record.

“There wasn’t a doubt in my mind 
that we were going to keep continuing 
that way, continue proving ourselves 

and show who we are,” she said. “Now 
we get that chance to fi nish it off and 
show that we  belong in this league.”

The 26-year-old, who now lives 
in Hamilton where she works as a 
strength and skills coach, suggested 
there are a couple key factors behind 
the success of the team and herself in-
dividually.

“I’m always exposed to the game, 
always exposed to the training, so 
that sort of keeps me in check as far 
as hockey as well as my physical con-
dition,” said Woods, who sees great 
benefi t from her ongoing work with 
players.

“All the girls on the team here have 
a tight bond. That’s how we’ve worked 
through it all,” she said. “I’m grateful 
to have the opportunity to work with 
this great group of girls that we have 
here.”

Coming from her early years in Mor-
den, where she fi rst played hockey 
with boys because there was no girls 
team then, Woods eventually played 
on female teams at what were then 
the pee wee and midget levels.

At age 15, she went to study and play 
hockey at Athol Murray College in 
Notre Dame, Saskatchewan, helping 
the Hounds win the 2011 Esso Cup as 
Canada’s national female U18 cham-
pions.

She returned to Manitoba to com-
plete her fi nal year of high school at 
Balmoral Hall, and she then added 
world champion to  her achievements 
in helping Team Canada win gold at 
the 2012 U18 championship.

Then came four seasons at Cornell 
University followed by one season in 
Brampton, Ont. and two in Markham, 
Ont. with the Thunder organization of 
the now-defunct Canadian Women’s 
Hockey League.

She’s welcomed the opportunity to 
get back to competing in the NWHL. 

“It’s getting more popular, even just 
women’s sports in general,” Woods 
suggested. “Even just having the ex-
posure for the women’s game is great. 
People are noticing, and that’s great 
because there is so much talent out 
there that deserves to be shown. I’m 
glad it’s being seen on a wider plat-
form so people can notice us.

“The game has come a long way,” 
she added, noting there are more op-
portunities now such as the hockey 
academy program in Pilot Mound. “To 

have something like that out there is 
amazing for the game.”

She doesn’t know what next season 
will bring, but Woods would love to 
have the opportunity to compete pro-
fessionally again. It is uncertain what 
that will look like at this point, but she 
wasn’t thinking ahead as she hit the 
ice this past weekend.

“Right now, I have just been focused 
on the weekend and playing well for 
my team here,” she concluded.  “We 
had some unfi nished business.”

Taylor Woods and 
the Toronto Six fell 
to Boston in the 
NWHL champion-
ship semi-fi nal last 
weekend.

 SUBMITTED 
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creation of affordable housing and 
home ownership opportunities that 
will protect more families for years 
to come.”

The municipalities will determine 
how to best use the funding for hous-
ing affordability and development 
and leverage additional sources of 
funding if desired. Mayor Harder 
said there will be consultation in 
Winkler.

“We will be looking for suggestions, 
what is the greatest need within our 
community, and then as council we 
will decide what portion or all of it 
goes to which project,” he said, not-

ing they have the option of putting 
it towards the Winkler Affordable 
Housing Corp. 

“It may not necessarily go through 
there, but that’s certainly one of the 
options,” said Harder. “We will have 
a conversation together with that 
group and then subsequent to that 
with council and try to fi gure out ex-
actly how we’re going to distribute 
it.”

Burley said the issue of affordable 
housing has been under consider-
ation by council for some time, but 
they need to look at both short term 
and long term solutions.

“We have been looking at mod-
els like Winkler implemented for a 
friendly takeover of provincial hous-
ing stock ... that’s certainly some-
thing that we would be interested 
in here,” he said. “We want to ensure 
that anything that we undertake has 
the ultimate goal in mind but also 
addresses the short term needs of 
our community.

“It’s going to take a much larger 
long term vision from the commu-
nity,” Burley added. “It’s something 
that we will be seeking to identify 
and have been for about a year and 
a half now, which is looking for part-

ners in the community who would be 
interested in helping oversee a proj-
ect like this for Morden,” said Burley.

“One of the things that I’m most 
concerned about is ensuring that 
there’s a long term governance strat-
egy that is inclusive for all members 
of our community. We also want 
to make sure we move forward as 
quickly as possible to help our com-
munity,” he concluded, stressing that 
they would be looking for commu-
nity input. “We want to identify and 
create the right program and we will 
need help.”

 >  HOUSING FUNDING, FROM PG. 13
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Education bill to dissolve school divisions delayed by opposition NDP
By Patricia Barrett

A provincial Conservative bill that 
proposes to dissolve 37 school divi-
sions across the province will be de-
layed by the Opposition NDP until 
the fall sitting of the Legislature.

Calling Bill 64 a “power grab,” the 
NDP’s education critic Nello Alto-
mare announced last week his party’s 
intention to use its powers to delay 
the 300-plus-page bill in order to give 
teachers and parents time to read and 
consider it.

The bill “gets rid of school boards 
that made decisions for the better-
ment of kids, not for the advancement 
of a political agenda,” said Altomare 
on Twitter.

The government wants to create a 
single provincial education authority 
(PEA) composed of a six-to-11-mem-
ber board that will oversee education 
and determine the number of schools 
in communities. It also wants to estab-
lish school community councils that 
will be made up of parents, who’ll be 
tasked with duties such as the over-

seeing of hiring teachers and staff, 
assessing program effectiveness, and 
recommending disciplinary action. 

The government says the changes are 
necessary in order to improve Mani-
toba students’ scholastic achievement, 
which is among the lowest in Canada 
in some subjects.

Altomare said the bill will remove 
local voices, allowing decisions to be 
made by people in Winnipeg with no 
connection to small towns and also 
threaten the very survival of small 
towns as no one will want to live in 
towns that lack schools.

The NDP can delay fi ve bills from 
proceeding to second reading until 
the fall sitting of the Legislature.

Manitoba School Boards Association 
president Alan Campbell said the bill 
won’t likely receive second and third 
reading and royal assent until No-
vember 2021 “at the earliest.”

The NDP’s delay is important in that 
it “changes timelines,” said Campbell 
by phone last week.

It will give people time to review the 
extensive bill, the recommendations 

made by the K-12 education commis-
sion and weigh the government’s new 
strategy. It will also give people time 
to prepare to speak about the changes 
before a House standing committee, 
which will review the bill after it pass-
es second reading.

Campbell said “close to 200 people” 
have already signed up to speak at the 
committee hearings.

“Once it receives second reading, it 
moves pretty quickly to third reading 
and royal assent,” said Campbell. “For 
all of us in education that are trying 
to raise Manitobans’ awareness about 
the damage this proposed legislation 
will do, we now have time to review 
it.”

Campbell is providing regular up-
dates on the issue via brief recorded 
videos that are being posted on the 
association’s Twitter page.

In a post last week, Campbell said 
the delay will allow educators to un-
derstand the contents of Bill 64 and 
to “hold it up beside the report from 
the K-12 review commission and ask 
questions about why the government 

is proposing legislation that ignores 
so many important aspects of that 
million-dollar, K-12 review report.” 

The association, which provides 
leadership and advocacy to school di-
visions and educators, is encouraging 
people to register and speak before 
the House committee whose dates 
will be announced later this year. Peo-
ple can call the Offi ce of the Clerk at 
the Legislature (204-945-3636) to reg-
ister.

MSBA president Alan Campbell

Manitoba’s COVID-19 variant cases on the rise
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The number of COVID-19 variant 
cases in Manitoba continues to rise.

Public health offi cials announced 
136 confi rmed cases of the more con-
tagious variants of the virus on Mon-
day, the bulk (117) popping up in Win-
nipeg. 

At press time, Manitoba’s total num-
ber of variant cases was at 259. The 
number of active COVID-19 cases 
overall, meanwhile, was 1,117. There 
were a total of 149 COVID-19 hospi-
talizations, 27 ICU patients. 

The total number of deaths in people 
with COVID-19 was 934 at the start of 
the week.

This big jump in variant cases is 
due in part to the way the province is 
identifying them, explained Dr. Brent 
Roussin, Manitoba’s chief public 
health offi cer.

“To date, we have only been report-
ing sequence-positive VOCs [variants 
of concern], but because our manner 
of screening has become so precise, 
Manitoba will now start to report on 
all samples that screen positive as a 
variant of concern,” he said, noting 
sequencing is a much more time-in-
tensive process and not always nec-
essary for identifi cation. “That’s why 
today we’re going to see a jump in the 
number of variant of concern cases, 
because now we’ve included ones 
that have just screened positive that 

would have been pending sequencing 
in the past.”

The B117 variant fi rst detected in the 
United Kingdom is rapidly becoming 
a much more common strain here in 
Manitoba.

“One day last week up to a third of 
our cases had screened positive for 
B117, and this is showing us that the 
B117 strain, like many other jurisdic-
tions in Canada, is becoming the pre-
dominant strain,” Roussin said. “We 
know these [variants] are here, we can 
see in other jurisdictions they’re lead-
ing to an increase in transmission, an 
increase in hospitalization at younger 
ages, and an increase in severity, so 
this is why we need to ensure we are 
staying on guard against the trans-
mission of the virus.”

Monday also saw the province an-
nounce 53 new cases of COVID-19 
across the province, bringing the total 
of lab-confi rmed cases over the past 
year to 33,975.

Southern Health-Santé Sud began 
the week with 38 active cases and 14 
hospitalizations (two in ICU).  There 

have been 4,738 recoveries and 143 
deaths in the region.

In the Pembina Valley, Winkler on 
Monday had four active cases, Mor-
den had fi ve, the Altona and Mor-
ris areas both had two, and Roland/
Thompson and Carman each had 
one active case. Other Pembina Valley 
communities were reporting zero ac-
tive cases at press time.

PUSHING PAUSE ON THE 
ASTRAZENECA VACCINE

The province Monday announced 
Manitobans age 64 years and up and 
First Nations people age 44 and over 
are now eligible for the vaccine. 

Details about vaccine eligibility can 
be found online https://protectmb.ca. 
Appointments can be made there or 
by calling 1-844-MAN-VACC.

Vaccine task force medical lead Dr. 
Joss Reimer also announced they are 
halting use of the AstraZeneca vac-
cine in people under the age of 55 due 
to safety concerns. 

“Despite the fi ndings that there was 

no increased risk of blood clots over-
all related to AstraZeneca in Europe, 
a rare but very serious side effect has 
been seen primarily in young women 
in Europe,” she said. “Out of an abun-
dance of caution, Manitoba will be 
recommending that these vaccines 
only be used in people who are 55 and 
older at this time [specifi cally people 
55-64 with a high risk of negative CO-
VID-19 outcomes].

“This is a pause while we wait for 
more information to better under-
stand what we are seeing in Europe,” 
Reimer said. “This is an important and 
evidence-based change ... we have to 
respond to what we know when we 
know it in this vaccine campaign, 
which does sometimes mean adjust-
ing our plans in real time.”

The latest research shows the like-
lihood of these negative side effects 
with the AstraZeneca vaccine is be-
tween one in 100,000 to one in a mil-
lion.

“To date we have not seen any of 
these cases in Manitoba, nor in Can-
ada,” Reimer noted. 

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Manitoba’s leaders have opted to 
stay the course when it comes to the 

COVID-19 restrictions.
Health and government offi cials 

made only minor changes to the pub-
lic health orders that expired last 

week.
The new orders, which are in place 

until April 15, keep Manitoba at the 

Only minor changes to public health orders

Continued on page 18
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What’s                 story?  

We want to hear from you. 
The Winkler Morden Voice connects people 
through stories to build stronger communities.

Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be 
recognized by a local organization for volunteer service? 

A teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown 
hero? A sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or 

expansion? A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?
 A young entrepreneur starting out?

Please share your story ideas at 
news@winklermordenvoice.ca Phone 204-332-3456

No Winkler Citizen of the Year Award for 2021
By Ashleigh Viveiros

As the pandemic continues to plod 
on, the Winkler Community Foun-
dation has made a diffi cult decision 
about the 2021 Citizen of the Year 
Award.

Executive director Myra Peters an-
nounced last week that they will not 
be naming a Citizen of the Year this 
fall. This marks the second year the 
award has been cancelled thanks to 
COVID-19.

Public health orders in 2020 made 
an awards banquet impossible, and 
it’s still unclear whether or not large 
gatherings will be allowed by this fall.

The foundation board did consider 

potential alternatives to a banquet, 
including perhaps a virtual event, but 
ultimately decided it was better to 
push pause for another year.

“Without community members 
‘gathering’ to show their support, we 
believe the Citizen of the Year recog-
nition does not have the impact we 
feel a recipient deserves,” Peters said, 
noting that even planning a smaller 
outdoor event comes with challeng-
es—such an event might have to be 
cancelled last-minute should restric-
tions continue through the summer.

It all comes down to ensuring the 
next Citizen of the Year is honoured 
properly, Peters said.

“These individuals have done amaz-

ing things for their community,” she 
said. “They’ve made a difference and 
we just want how we’re recognizing 
that to be meaningful.”

The Winkler Community Founda-
tion fully intends to bring the award 
back as soon as possible, hopefully in 
2022.

Peters noted they will not be go-
ing back and retroactively declaring 
award recipients for 2020 and 2021.

“We felt it would be too diffi cult to 
do that,” she said. “Sure, we could rec-
ognize three individuals in one year, 
but then you’re also taking some of 
that recognition away from that year’s 
winner.

“So we came to the decision that 

we’re not simply postponing it, we’re 
cancelling it. Hopefully next year we 
will be able to do something in person 
once again.”

While the Citizen of the Year Award 
is out for now, the foundation is plan-
ning on doing something for its an-
nual Pay It Forward May campaign, 
though it will also look different from 
past years.

“We’re going to try and put a focus 
on sharing kindness and how it’s real-
ly impacted other people,” Peters said, 
noting that while the pandemic may 
have changed how we interact with 
each other, it hasn’t stopped people 
from doing good in their community.

critical/red level on the pandemic response 
system.

All previous restrictions remain, but the new 
orders do allow for gathering limits at outdoor 
public spaces (not private ones) to increase to 
25 people from the previous 10.

Weddings and funerals are also now allowed 
25 guests, up as well from 10.

Retail stores are still limited to 50 per cent ca-
pacity, but in-store limits are now expanded to 
500 people, whichever is lower.

Finally, the province also relaxed rules for 
drive-in events, allowing people to leave their 
vehicles while still observing public health 
measures.

Dr. Brent Roussin, Manitoba’s chief provin-
cial health offi cer, stressed the  necessity of 
this cautious approach to reopening.

“We don’t have nearly the amount of vacci-
nation coverage that we need to change our 
public health measures, but we can be op-
timistic that more and more vaccine is on its 
way,” he said. “We just need to be cautious for 
the near future.

“We’ll be able to look at further reopening 
steps after spring break and Passover and Eas-
ter, as our data supports,” Roussin said. “We 
all need to continue to work together to keep 
these numbers down. We all know what hap-
pened following Thanksgiving gatherings ear-

ly in our second wave and we have to continue 
to avoid that from happening again.

“The variants of concern just add to that lev-
el of risk right now. We know these variants 
spread much more readily.”

Premier Brian Pallister said these new orders 
follow the priorities identifi ed by Manitobans 
who fi lled out a public survey asking them to 
weigh in on a few proposed changes.

“At every step of the way throughout this 
pandemic we have endeavoured as a govern-
ment to reach out directly to Manitobans to 
get their input, feedback, and priorities on a 
variety of measures designed to project Mani-
tobans from this deadly virus,” he said. “And 
when we ask Manitobans for their input we 
listen to it.”

Nearly 32,000 people responded to the call 
for feedback, most expressing discomfort at 
the idea of going down to code orange restric-
tions too quickly.

“The announcement we made today is at 
least in part because of the input we got from 
Manitobans,” Pallister said. “I understand 
we’re not going to make everyone happy ... but 
at the end of the day what we come up with as 
the plan is our plan. And so I encourage Mani-
tobans to stick with the plans that we’ve out-
lined, follow the health orders, because that’s 
how we make it work.”

Morden police board expands to seven members
By Lorne Stelmach

City council moved recently to expand the Morden police 
board.

The number of positions on the board is being increased 
from fi ve to seven. It will include one director  appointed 
by the province, three appointed by city council, and three 
members of the general public.

Councillor Nancy Penner is being added to the board as 
well as former Morris fi re chief Colin Harbinson as a new 
public representative.

The larger board will provide more input on policing ser-
vices, but this change was also largely done for the con-
tinuity of the board, explained Morden Mayor Brandon 
Burley.

“The rationale behind it was simply to do with the un-
predictability of municipal elections and municipally ap-
pointed designates being changed over,” he said. “We were 
faced with the situation right now where we have a long-
standing chairperson resigning at the same time as other 
members of the public resigned ... they held a lot of the 
knowledge on the board.

“We have to be mindful of the transition. We felt by in-
creasing the size to seven, we reduce the chances of a ma-
jor turnover.”

City council also voted recently to renew lease agree-

ments on two pieces of city-owned land.
They are one-year agreements involving 20 

acres of land near the lagoon site as well as  a 40 
acre parcel on the northeast of Morden which 
has been eyed for development for sports and 
recreation use.

“They’ve been farmed for a number of years 
with rent paid to the city,” said Burley, who hint-
ed plans may fi nally be in the works for the 40 
acre parcel. “There’s a very good possibility we 
may not wish to extend that beyond one more 

year.”
Council is also extending some fi nancial sup-

port to the Morden senior men’s baseball team 
in its transition to its new name as the Morden 
Mudhens.

Council agreed to provide $3,000, or about a 
third of the estimated cost connected to the re-
branding, in keeping with what was provided 
to the Morden senior men’s hockey team when 
they moved to become the Morden Bombers.

 >  PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS, FROM PG. 17



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery and 
autos. NO ITEM TOO 
LARGE! Best prices 
paid, cash in hand. 
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

Do you own rental 
property in Winnipeg? 
Are you tired of dealing 
with long term renters 
and the mess they can 
leave? We can provide 
you with a different op-
tion to earn a rental 
income. Pawluk Realty 
204-890-8141.

MISCELLANEOUS
10” Deluxe General In-
ternational commercial 
table saw. 2HP Model 
D 110/220. 74” x 32” on 
wheeled platform with 
arm blade cover and 
dust collection system. 
$1950. Phone 204-482-
7845 or 204-485-7426.
–––––––––––––––––
Having an online 
conference or virtual 
event? Need attend-
ees? Advertise it in the 
37 MB weekly newspa-
pers and get noticed! 
Each week our blanket 
classifi eds could be 
helping your organiza-
tion get noticed in over 
340,000 homes! It’s AF-
FORDABLE and it’s a 
great way to increase 
and connect with our 37 
weekly member news-
papers. For as little as 
$189 + GST, get your 
important messaging 
out! Call us at 204-467-
5836 to book or email 
classified@mcna.com 
for details. MCNA - 
Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Associa-
tion 204-947-1691. 
www.mcna.com

NOTICES
Urgent Press Releases 
- Have a newsworthy 
item to announce? A 
cancellation? A change 
in operations? Though 
we cannot guarantee 
publication, MCNA will 
get the information 
into the right hands for 
ONLY $35 + GST/HST. 
Call MCNA 204-947-
1691 for more informa-
tion. See www.mcna.
com under the “Types 
of Advertising” tab 
or Email classifi ed@
mcna.com for more de-
tails.

HEALTH
Are you suffering from 
joint or arthritic pain? If 
so, you owe it to your-
self to try elk velvet ant-
ler capsules. Hundreds 
have found relief. Ben-
efi ts humans and pets. 
EVA is composed of 
proteins, amino acids, 
minerals, lipids and wa-
ter. Key compounds that 
work to stimulate red 
blood cell production 
& cartilage cell regen-
eration & development. 
Stonewood Elk Ranch 
Ltd., 204-467-8884 
or e-mail stonewood
elkranch@mymts.net

BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENT TODAY

• BIRTHDAYS 
• MARRIAGES
• ANNIVERSARIES 
• NOTICES
• OBITUARIES 

• IN MEMORIAMS
• ENGAGEMENTS  
• BIRTHS
• THANK YOUS
• GRADUATIONS

CALL: 204-325-6888 oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

Classifi eds Book Your Classifi ed Ad 
Today - Call 204-325-6888 or Email 

ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Everything is on one level, indoor heated 
parking is available, common rooms for 
socializing and gatherings (when safe), 
lunches are available 5 days per week, 

hairdresser salon is in the building. Suites are 
spacious with open concept, walk-in pantry, 

utility room is ready for you to bring your own 
washer and dryer, fridge, stove and dishwash-

er are provided. All suites have an outside 
entrance and are connected inside through 

common hallways. All suites have a patio and 
a small flower bed. Rent includes 

maintenance, snow removal, yard care, 
and all utilities. Call or email Cindy at 
204-362-7151 or cindyek@mts.net.

Garden Park Estates in 
Winkler has suites available.

in Morden has 2 bdrm/2bthrm suites 
available. Everything is on one level, 

indoor heated parking is available, 
common rooms for socializing and 
gatherings (when safe), lunches are 
available 5 days per week. Suites are 

spacious with open concept, walk-in pantry, 
utility room is ready for you to bring your 
own washer and dryer, fridge, stove and 

dishwasher are provided. All suites have an 
outside entrance and are connected inside 
through common hallways. All suites have 

a patio and a small flower bed. Rent 
includes maintenance, snow removal, yard 

care, and all utilities. Call or e mail Cindy at 
204-362-7151 or cindyek@mts.net.

Oak West Estates

SENIOR RENTALS SENIOR RENTALS

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION
SALE OF LANDS FOR ARREARS OF TAXES

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF THOMPSON
Pursuant to subsection 367(7) of The Municipal Act, notice is hereby given that unless the tax arrears 
for the designated year and costs in respect of the hereinafter described properties are paid in full to 
the Municipality prior to the commencement of the auction, the Municipality will on the 23rd day of 
April, 2021, at the hour of 10:00 AM, at Rural Municipality of Thompson, 530 Norton Avenue, Miami MB, 
proceed to sell by public auction the following described properties:

The tax sale is subject to the following terms and conditions with respect to each property:

  draft to the Rural Municipality of Thompson as follows:
  i) The full purchase price if it is $10,000 or less; OR

  in the amount of $10,000 and the balance of the purchase price must be paid within 20 days of the 
  sale; AND

Managed by: Dallas Braun
Chief Administrative Officer
Rural Municipality of Thompson
Phone: (204) 435-2114
Fax: (204) 435-2067

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Minnewasta Golf Club will be conducting its    
Pesticide Control Program from May 15/2021 to Nov. 
6/2021.
The programs intent is to control Noxious Weeds, Turf 
Diseases, and mosquitoes on the property.
The control products to be used include;                                             
Pyroclostrobin, propiconazole, chlorothalonil,       
fludioxinil, boscalid, glyphosate, mecoprop-P,                          
2, 4-D, dicamba, mineral oil, propoxur, trifloxystrobin,                  
bacillius thuringiensis. 
Anyone having concerns about the use of these        
products may send written submissions within 15 days 
of publication of the notice to the department below.

Environmental Approvals Branch
Manitoba Sustainable Development

1007 Century Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1A5

PUBLIC 
NOTICE

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!

50, 000 BATTERIES 
IN STOCK

*Auto *Farm *Marine
*Construction *ATV 
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Phones *Computers
*Solar Systems & design
* Everything Else!

THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St., 

WPG
1-877-775-8271

www.batteryman.ca

McSherry Auctions
12 Patterson Dr. , Stonewall, MB

Online Timed Auctions 
@ iCollector.com
Estate & Moving
Closes Wed Apr 7 @ 7:00 pm

Estate & Moving
Closes Wed Apr 14 @ 7:00 pm

Consignments Welcome!
Booking 2021 Auctions/ 
Online Auctions at Your 
Facility or Ours!
(204) 467-1858 or  
(204) 886-7027
www.mcsherryauction.com
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FINANCIAL PLAN

R.M. of ROLAND
PUBLIC NOTICE  -  

2021 FINANCIAL PLAN
Pursuant to Section 162(2) of The Municipal Act. The Council of the 
Rural Municipality  of Roland will hold a Public Hearing to present 

the 2021 Financial Plan: 

Interested persons may make representation, 
ask questions, or register an objection to the Plan. 

Copies of the Financial Plan will be available for review 
from the Municipal Office after April 5, 2021.

All those who wish to attend the hearing are asked 
to pre-register with the municipal office to ensure 
that social distancing measures and Public Health 

orders due to COVID-19 are adhered to.

3600 SQ. FT. OF 
COMMERCIAL SPACE

IN MORDEN 
across from the new McDonald’s 
location. Lots of front windows, 
washrooms and 2 entrances, back 
lane access with back door for 
loading. Call Brian at 204-362-
0745 to see and for more info.

COMMERICAL SPACE

PUZZLE NO. 524

ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 524

Copyright © 2010, Penny Press

ACROSS
1. Steeple part
6. Pouchlike part
9. Venetian ruler
13. Anglers' boots
15. Purplish shade
17. Poet Pound
18. Glacial cover
19. Embarrass
20. Sow's mate
21. Fuel for KITT
22. Hat
24. Mulligan ____
26. Zip
27. Allied by nature
29. Theft
31. Enchant
34. Iron, e.g.
35. Manners
36. Desert retreat
38. Dress for Caesar
41. Militarize
42. Ape
44. Place of worship
46. Equestrian's leash

48. Dizziness
50. Mexican

food item
51. Reason
53. Buzzing insect
55. Roll
56. Gauzy fabric
57. Moonlike
58. Untrue
60. Circle around
62. Aquatic mammal
64. Rapid ____
67. Skirt panel
68. Bad actor
69. Straightforward
71. "The ____ is

mightier . . ."
72. Poorly lit
75. Of the ear
77. Cleanse
79. Convert to

a cryptogram
82. Go up
83. Dinghy support
84. Muss

85. Farr's feature
86. Lease
87. Attack

DOWN
1. Gulp
2. Tropical rodent
3. Roman date
4. Family room
5. Gay Nineties, e.g.
6. Bro or sis
7. Cry of dismay
8. Large dwellings
9. Society gal
10. Atmosphere

layer
11. Wheat, for one
12. Ahead of

schedule
14. Tear apart
15. Tyke
16. Bamboozle
23. Revenue
25. Ire

27. Overpowering
respect

28. "____ of the
Spider Woman"

30. Influence
31. Northern
32. Weasel
33. Barbers' trim
34. Newsreel maker
35. "Eyes of Laura

____"
37. Soft fabric
39. Pin-up girl
40. Blame
43. College vine
44. Adult scrod
45. Whetstone
47. Sheer curtain

fabric
49. Mechanic's milieu
52. Body

54. Yonder
57. Exact
59. Grabbed a bite
61. Having two feet
63. Work for nine
64. Rose spike
65. Percentage
66. Not right
70. Cathedral part
71. "____ Sematary"
72. Makeshift bed
73. Loiter
74. Run into
76. Bee chaser
78. Use a bench
80. Head
81. Prompter's

offering

 3. Oh goodness!
 4. The back of one’s neck
 5. One who lives in another’s 

property
 6. Involve deeply
 7. Alfalfa
 8. Tropical tree resin
 9. Sudden fear
10. Jewish religious month
12. Veterans battleground
14. Musical symbol
19. German river
23. Paddle 
24. Lizard
25. Shock treatment
26. The common gibbon
27. Brew
28. Usually has a lid
29. Lenses in optical instruments
34. Time zone in Samoa (abbr.)

35. Wrinkled dog: Shar __
36. Denotes equal
37. TV network for children
39. Take the value away from
40. Female graduates
41. Don’t know when yet
42. “__ tú”: Spanish song
44. “Seinfeld” character
45. Bleated
46. Entwined
47. Away from wind
48. Soft creamy white cheese
51. Swiss river
52. Prejudice
53. Actor Idris
54. They resist authority (slang)
58. Speak ill of

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Now and __
 5. Israeli city __ Aviv
 8. Indicates near
11. Minneapolis suburb
13. Large Australian fl ightless 

bird
14. Fine-grained earth
15. Plant genus that includes 

water caltrop
16. Peacock network
17. TV writer Dunham
18. Excessive fl uid accumulation 

in tissues
20. They __
21. Muslim ruler title
22. Position given in respect of
25. Explaining further
30. Measuring instrument
31. Romanian monetary unit
32. Council of __, l545-1563
33. Savory jelly made with meat 

stock
38. Journalist Tarbell
41. Most suspenseful
43. Festivity
45. Animal embryos
48. Fertility god
49. Medical patients’ choice 

(abbr.)
50. Type of sword
55. Competition
56. Bird of the cuckoo family
57. Affl icted in mind or body
59. Engineering organization
60. Beverage receptacle
61. Spiritual leader
62. Doctor of Education
63. Where golfers begin
64. Impudence

CLUES DOWN
 1. Vietnamese offensive
 2. Fast mammal

take a break
> GAMES

Sudoku Answer
Crossword Answer

CAREERS

CAREERS The Aurora
1648 SqFt  

RTM  
3 bedrooms, ensuite, 
huge kitchen, quartz 
countertops, walk-in 
pantry, island. James 
Hardie Siding Huron 
Tripane Windows. 

Pictures available 
www.

wgiesbrechthomes.ca 

Brand New
Show
Home  

204-346-3231

HIP/KNEE 
Replacement? 
Other medical 
conditions causing  
TROUBLE WALKING 
or DRESSING? 

The Disability Tax 
Credit allows for 
$2,500 yearly tax 
credit and up to 

$50,000 Lump sum 
refund. 
Apply NOW; quickest 
refund Nationwide! 
Providing assistance 
during Covid.

Expert Help:  
204-453-5372

Power Builder 
Advertising 
WORKS!

• GET SEEN by over 
0,000 Manitoba 

Homes!
• Use your LOGO!
• Create instant top of 

mind awareness
• Showcase your info,

business, product, 
job, announcements 
or event

• We format it, to 
make it look great!

• Starting at $339.00 
(includes 45 lines of 
space) 

• The ads blanket the 
province and run in 
MCNA’s  Manitoba 
community 
newspapers

• Very cost eff ective
means of getting 
your message out to 
the widest possible 
audience

Contact this newspaper 
NOW or MCNA at 
204.947.1691 or email 
classifi ed@mcna.com

www.mcna.com

Trucks, Trailers,
Truckbeds & Tires

EBY Aluminum:

KALDECK TRUCK  
& TRAILER INC.

Hwy #1, MacGregor, MB

1-888-685-3127
www.kaldecktrailers.com

Classifi eds

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 
or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or 
Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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SERVICES

Don Boulton
Tax Service & Bookkeeping
103-400 Stephen Street, Morden, MB

(204) 822-5401
(204) 822-6031 Fax
dbmb@mymts.net

Margaret Boulton
Owner

Monday-Thursday 9am - 5:30pm
Friday 9am -5:00 pm
Saturday 10am to 4:00 pm

Income 
Tax Filing

CAREERS

PUBLIC NOTICE
 

 

 

Employment Opportunity 

The law firm of McCulloch Mooney Johnston LLP is accepting applications 
for the following position: Full time Legal Secretary 
The full time position will be Monday to Friday, 40 hours per week. The 
successful applicant will be based out of our Winkler office. Previous legal 
secretary or paralegal experience is an asset.  Experience with Microsoft 
Windows, P.C. Law or other accounting software preferred.  This position 
will primarily focus on Real Estate.   
 

The successful candidate must possess the following: 
- Excellent people and communication skills 
- Initiative and have excellent computer, interpersonal and 

organizational skills 
- Ability to work in a fast paced and high pressure environment 
- Ability to multi-task and prioritize competing deadlines 
- Strong attention to detail 
- Strong work ethic  
- Ability to work independently as well as in a team environment 

 

Competitive salary and benefits will be available to the successful candidate. 
Please forward a resume by email to elaine@mmjslaw.com or to 309 
Stephen Street, Morden, MB prior to April 7, 2021 if interested in the 
position. 

MMJS 
L A W  O F F I C E S 

McCulloch Mooney Johnston Selby LLP 
Y O U R   L O C A L   L A W Y E R S 

WINKLER 
POLICE BOARD
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Winkler Police Board
quarterly meetings will be held on

 April 14, July 14,
October 13 & December 1

 of 2021 at 12:45 p.m.
Meetings are open to the public and 

anyone wishing to come forward 
with a delegation is asked to contact 

the City Administration Office at 
204-325-9524 a minimum of one 

day prior to the meeting.  
A link will be provided to 
access the meeting online.  

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC 
NOTICE
The Winkler Centennial Golf Club intends to conduct 
its Pesticide Control Program from May 15/2021 to 
Nov. 6/2021.
The program is to control Turf Diseases, Mosquitoes, 
and Noxious Weeds within the property.

The control products to be used include;
Mecoprop, 2, 4-D, dicamba, chlorothalonil, fludioxinil, 
propiconazole, pyraclostrobin, mineral oil,                                          
trifloxystrobin, malathion, glyphosate, bacillus               
thuringiensis, trinexapac-ethyl.
The public may send written submissions or                               
objections within 15 days of publication of the notice 
to the department below.

Environmental Approvals Branch
Manitoba Sustainable Development

1007 Century Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1A5

PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF WINKLER - NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
UNDER THE PLANNING ACT

The Council of the City of Winkler, under the authority of The Planning Act, will hold a 
Public Hearing, at the Winkler Council Chamber, 185 Main Street, Winkler, Manitoba, on 
Tuesday, April 13th, 2021 at 6:45 PM, at which time and place the Council will receive 
representations and objections from any persons who wish to make them in respect of 
By-Law No. 2266-21, of the City of Winkler.
The general intent of the above By-Law No. 2266-21, is to zone the land described below, 
Namely:
 All of Plan No. (Deposit No. 636/2020) MLTO in the SW ¼ 8-3-4 WPM
 as shown outlined in a heavy solid line on the map attached hereto as  
 Schedule “A”, and forming part of this by-law, be rezoned
FROM:  “CR” COMMUNITY RESERVE ZONE
TO:  “RS” RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY ZONE,
 “RT” RESIDENTIAL TWO-FAMILY ZONE, AND
 “OR” OPEN SPACE / RECREATION ZONE
A copy of the above By-Law No. 2266-21, and supporting material may be inspected by 
any persons between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM, Monday to Thursday and 9:00 
AM and 4:30 PM, Friday, in the City Office.

SPECIAL COVID-19 PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIREMENT:
Members of the public must confirm if they plan to attend the public hearing within 2 
days of the hearing date by contacting planning@cityofwinkler.ca or calling the city of-
fice at (204) 325-9524 ext. 3. This pre-registration process will ensure that staff have time 
to ensure physical distancing is achieved.
DATED at Winkler, in Manitoba, this 4th day of March, 2021.
Designated Officer
City of Winkler

SCHEDULE “A” To By-Law 2266-21

CAREERS

CAREERS CAREERS

PUBLIC NOTICE

Classifi eds

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 
or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF WINKLER - NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
UNDER THE PLANNING ACT

The Council of the City of Winkler, under the authority of The Planning Act, will hold a 
Public Hearing, at the Winkler Council Chamber, 185 Main Street, Winkler, Manitoba, on 
Tuesday, April 13th, 2021 at 6:45 PM, at which time and place the Council will receive 
representations and objections from any persons who wish to make them in respect of 
By-Law No. 2264-21, of the City of Winkler.
The general intent of the above By-Law No. 2264-21, is to zone the land described below, 
Namely:
 366, 352, 344 and a portion of 310 7th Street, legally described as
 Lots 27, 28 & 29, SP Plan 32713 MLTO, Parcel A, Plan 36563 MLTO
 & Deposit 0032/21 MLTO in the SE ¼ 4-3-4 WPM
 as shown outlined in a heavy solid line on the map attached hereto as 
 Schedule “A”, and forming part of this by-law, be rezoned
FROM:  “RS” RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY ZONE
TO:  “RM” RESIDENTIAL MULTI-FAMILY ZONE
A copy of the above By-Law No. 2264-21, and supporting material may be inspected by 
any persons between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM, Monday to Thursday and 9:00 
AM and 4:30 PM, Friday, in the City Office.

SPECIAL COVID-19 PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIREMENT:
Members of the public must confirm if they plan to attend the public hearing within 2 
days of the hearing date by contacting planning@cityofwinkler.ca or calling the city of-
fice at (204) 325-9524 ext. 3. This pre-registration process will ensure that staff have time 
to ensure physical distancing is achieved.
DATED at Winkler, in Manitoba, this 4th day of March, 2021.
Designated Officer
City of Winkler

SCHEDULE “A” To By-Law 2264-21

CITY OF WINKLER - NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
UNDER THE PLANNING ACT

The Council of the City of Winkler, under the authority of The Planning Act, will hold a 
Public Hearing, at the Winkler Council Chamber, 185 Main Street, Winkler, Manitoba, on 
Tuesday, April 13th, 2021 at 6:45 PM, at which time and place the Council will receive 
representations and objections from any persons who wish to make them in respect of 
By-Law No. 2263-21, of the City of Winkler.
The general intent of the above By-Law No. 2263-21, is to close a portion of the public 
lane located between 7th and 8th Street in the City of Winkler described below, Namely:

Parcel A of Plan No. (Dep. 0032/2021) MLTO in the SE 1/4 4-3-4 WPM
as shown outlined in a heavy solid line on the map attached hereto as Schedule “A”,
A copy of the above By-Law No. 2263-21, and supporting material may be inspected by 
any persons between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM, Monday to Thursday and 9:00 
AM and 4:30 PM, Friday, in the City Office.

SPECIAL COVID-19 PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIREMENT:
Members of the public must confirm if they plan to attend the public hearing within 2 
days of the hearing date by contacting planning@cityofwinkler.ca or calling the city of-
fice at (204) 325-9524 ext. 3. This pre-registration process will ensure that staff have time 
to ensure physical distancing is achieved.
DATED at Winkler, in Manitoba, this 4th day of March, 2021.
Designated Officer
City of Winkler

SCHEDULE “A” To By-Law 2263-21

AUCTION

AUCTION

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

See more at info. & pics at  www.billklassen.com

FRANSMANN RAY AND LINDA 
FARM RETIREMENT AUCTION 

FANNYSTELLE, MB. 
CLOSING APRIL 12, 2021

2019 Dodge 2500, gas, loaded, only 8500 
one owner Kms. Very nice line of farm 

equipment. See auction bidding catalog 
at www.billklassen.com 

 John Deere 2950, MFWD w/265 
Loader, good rubber, Sells April 11 

at WJK Farm, Timed Auction.
Tractor located south of 

Plum Coulee 204-325-6230

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

See our website www.billklassen.com for list and pictures!

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

See more at info. & pics at  www.billklassen.com

FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION FOR
RAYMOND & LINDA FRANSMANN, 

SE FANNYSTELLE, MB. 

SE Fannystelle, MB.  2017 MF  9565 Combine  
less 300 sep. hrs, Versatle 400 Tractor 2100 hrs, 

CIH MODEL 60 Compact tractor, MF 9430
Swather  1100 hrs, Freightliner Mercedes 

Tandem Grain Truck automatic trans.
Morris tank / Concord air seeder, 
CIH MODEL 60 Compact tractor, 

2019 Dodge 2500 pickup 8500 Km.
Etc. See the catalog at 
www.billklassen.com  

owners, 204-436-2550
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AUCTION

AUCTION

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

See more at info. & pics at  www.billklassen.com

MORDEN CONCRETE BUSINESS
CLOSING AUCTION APRIL 2, 2021

TIMED ONLINE AUCTION 

South Railway Ave., Morden, Manitoba.
Owners 204 822-5769. After 3 generations, 

starting in 1967, Morden Concrete Works Ltd. 
is retiring its business. This is an auction you 
do not want to miss. You will find trucks, skid 
steers, boom truck, Dresser, pay loader,  many 

tools, much equipment, including a CopperHead 
XD 3.0 Laser Screed with low hours; everything 
and more that is required to operate a concrete 

business. See the auction  
catalog at www.billklassen.com

RETIREMENT

After over 33-years with Access Credit Union, 
he’s fi nally retiring! To spend more time with 
his wife, kids, grandkids, tinker on little 
projects, and soak in the joys of life! You had 
a great run working and formed so many great 
connections and friendships while acting as a 
mentor to others for the perfect combination 
of dedicated work ethic and fun. But now we 
can’t wait to see the coming years unfold with 
your undivided attention to more joy, fun, and 
adventure than ever before!

-Love your family
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OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Helena Reimer
1945 – 2021

Helena Reimer of Morden, MB passed away with family by her 
side at the age of 75 on Thursday March 18, 2021 at the Tabor 
Home.

Helena, a contented sunbeam, was a happy and very caring 
person. She had a stroke at the age of 17 and was in a wheelchair 
and used a tripod cane to walk. A couple of years after her mom 
died, she lived with family and caring strangers. Eventually, she 
got a place at the Tabor Apartments. With the help of homecare, 
she was able to live on her own which made her very happy. When 
she was unable to walk any more, she was moved into the Tabor 
Home. When she heard of someone in Tabor who was sick and 
dying, she would go and pray with them and their families. She 

was not afraid to share the Gospel. She was a fi rm believer of faith and prayer. She received many 
thank yous from families that she had prayed with for helping them through their hard times and 
loss.

She is survived by three brothers and three sisters and many nieces and nephews. She was 
predeceased by her parents, Jacob and Susanna Reimer, two brothers, David and Peter Reimer 
as well as three siblings in infancy (two brothers and as sister) and three brothers-in-law.

Funeral service was held at Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden with interment at the Chortitz Old 
Colony Mennonite Church Cemetery.

The family would like to thank the Tabor Home staff for the kindness and care that they provided 
over the years. Thank you to her many friends for visiting with her and a special thanks to Pastor 
Jay Wiebe for the many times he went to visit and pray with and for her.

In lieu of fl owers, donations may be made in Helena’s memory to the Tabor Home or to the 
charity on one’s choice.

Albert Peter Wiebe
1945 - 2021

As the sun rose on a beautiful spring morning, Albert went to 
Heaven to cradle his baby daughter, Jaime. His Love, “ His Jo” was 
holding his hand as he had hoped.

Albert wore many hats, his favorite being his cowboy hat. He 
worked very hard and lived to farm. Albert was tough as nails, and 
a little complicated, but there was never any doubt about what he 
was thinking.

He is survived by his loving wife, Jessie; two daughters, two sons 
and a beautiful constellation of grand and great-grandchildren 
who he adored. He loved children.

A private family service was held at Wiebe Funeral Chapel, 
Morden. Please consider yourselves honorary pallbearers to send 

him to glory.
Flowers are gratefully declined. Donations may be made in Albert’s memory to Boundary 

Trails Health Centre Foundation designated to the Palliative Care Unit or to Katie Cares (Katie’s 
Cottage Respite Home).

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

FRED MAYOR
 AREA SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CARMAN GRANITE
MONUMENTS, INSCRIPTIONS,

MEMORIAL RESTORATIONS
CEMETERY SERVICE

fmayor@mts.net
Ph. 204.822.3454  Cell 204.362.2064

Dowler Property Services

Full Lawn Maintenance
Spring Clean Up

Tree Removal
Stump Grinding

Snow Removal
Fall Clean Up

Commercial and Residential

(204) 226-7992

dowlerpropertyservices@gmail.com

Biz CardsBiz Cards Call 204-325-6888Call 204-325-6888

ads@winklermordenvoice.caads@winklermordenvoice.ca

AUCTION

Upcoming Unreserved Online-Only Auctions: April 6 – April 14

Over 8200 agricultural equipment items online & counting!

Blumenort, MB – April 6 · Tiny Creek Farms Ltd 
Milestone, SK – April 8 · Inno-Tech Farms 
Briercrest, SK – April 7 · Mountain View Farms Corp
La Broquerie, MB – April 8 · Lactaria Holsteins Ltd 
Bowsman, MB – April 8 · Mullin Farms

Langenburg, SK – April 9 · Ken & Sherry Apland
Manitou, MB – April 12 · Moores Farms Ltd. 
Rathwell, MB – April 13 · Marlatt Farms Ltd
Lake Lenore, SK – April 13 · Lynn & Barb Sedelbauer
Grandview, MB – April 14 · Mervin & Marie Mitchell
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For complete listings and to download the Spring Auction 
Guide, scan the QR code with your phone or visit:  
rbauction.com/farming

Auction Company License 309645 & 303043

Sign up to our email service and get more digital brochures in your 
inbox, inventory updates and important promo announcements:  
rbauction.com/resubscribe

Opt-in to Big BenefitsGear up for Spring

Announcements
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888



SCOTT CHUCK JODY
WAYNE

GREG

WWW.SOUTHLANDHONDA.COM
1-877-246-6322 • 325-78991-888-305-8917 • 204-325-9511

W W W . J A N Z E N C H E V R O L E T. C A

KURT MILLERKURT MILLER
kurt@jpb.cakurt@jpb.ca

 HENRY BLATZ HENRY BLATZ
henry@jpb.cahenry@jpb.ca

KEVIN TALBOTKEVIN TALBOT
kevin@jpb.cakevin@jpb.ca

ROBERTO KORTROBERTO KORT
roberto@jpb.caroberto@jpb.ca

honda.ca

Permit #9725

*Honda Loyalty Program, **Lease Rate, ***Vehicles not exactly as pictured.

HONDA

WAYNE CHUCK BILL JODY MARIA

690 MEMORIAL DRIVE • 325-4777
W W W . H O M E T O W N F O R D . C A

Permit No. 1162 Since 1955

Bob Derksen Brian Derksen Konrad Friesen John Friesen

Permit #2816

Permit No. 1162 Since 1955

 $34,500

 $17,500

 $28,900

 $45,900

,
PLUS PST/GST
Stock #21U023

,,
PLUS PST/GST
Stock #20U160 

,,
PLUS PST/GST
Stock #20U147 

,,
PLUS PST/GST
Stock #21U029

$$ 0000

JUST TRADED IN! FEATURING A 3.5L ECOBOOST V6 WITH 365 
HP, ACTIVE PARK ASSIST, ADAPTIVE CRUISE, HEATED & VENTILATED 

LEATHER, SECOND ROW CAPTAIN’S CHAIRS & 106,000 KM. 

$$$$2288 9900002288 990000

MYFORD TOUCH W/ NAVIGATION, REVERSE CAMERA & SENSORS, 
HEATED LEATHER, PUSH-BUTTON & REMOTE START, 65,000 KM

$$455 990000455 990000

2.7L ECOBOOST V6, APPLE CARPLAY/ANDROID AUTO, 
POWER DRIVER’S SEAT, REMOTE START, 185,000 KM

2.7L ECOBOOST V6, NAVIGATION W/ B&O SOUND, HEATED & COOLED 
LEATHER, BLIND SPOT MONITORING, TAILGATE STEP, ONLY 33,000 KM!

2018 Honda CR-V EX

2017 Honda CR-V EX-L

2014 Honda CR-V EX

18,488 KMS, STOCK #198181

50,750 KMS, STOCK #180309

HEATED SEATS, APPLE CAR 
PLAY, COMMAND START

APPLE CAR PLAY, COMMAND START, 
HEATED SEATS, HONDA SENSING

HEATED STEERING WHEEL, 
HEATED LEATHER SEATS, HONDA 

SENSING, COMMAND START

123,000 KMS, STOCK #173914

130,280 KMS, STOCK #141760

$29,988

$29,988

$27,488

$17,988

2.0 ENGINE, 9 SPEED AUTO, FRONT HEATED 
BUCKET SEATS, POWER LIFTGATE, REMOTE START, 

LOCAL TRADE, 27,000 KM’S, 
BALANCE OF FACTORY WARRANTY

1.5 ENGINE, 6 SPEED AUTO, HEATED SEATS, 
LEATHER INTERIOR, POWER SUNROOF, FACTORY 

NAVIGATION, 32,000 KM’S, LOCAL TRADE,
BALANCE OF FACTORY WARRANT

6.2 ENGINE, 8 SPEED AUTO, LEATHER INTERIOR, 
FRONT BUCKET SEATS, Z71 OFF ROAD PKG, TOW PKG, 

20” WHEELS, ETC. LOCAL TRADE, 83,000 KM’S, 
LOCAL TRADE, BALANCE OF FACTORY WARRANTY

2019 CHEV EQUINOX 2LT AWD2019 CHEV EQUINOX 2LT AWD

2017 MALIBU LT (TRUE NORTH EDITION)2017 MALIBU LT (TRUE NORTH EDITION)

STK W9433ASTK W9433A

STK W10191ASTK W10191A

JUST IN

1 OWNER TRADE

1 OWNER TRADE

JUST IN

2017 CHEV SILVERADO LTZ 1500 4X4 (2LZ)2017 CHEV SILVERADO LTZ 1500 4X4 (2LZ)

STK W10184ASTK W10184A

JUST IN

2016 CHEV CRUZE LTZ SEDAN (PREMIER)2016 CHEV CRUZE LTZ SEDAN (PREMIER)

STK W10181ASTK W10181A

JUST IN

INQUIRE FOR

PRICE

INQUIRE FOR

PRICE

INQUIRE FOR

PRICE

1.4 ENGINE, 6 SPEED AUTO, LEATHER INTERIOR, 
FRONT BUCKET HEATED SEATS, REAR VISION CAMERA, 

REMOTE START, 83,000 KM’S, LOCAL TRADE,
BALANCE OF FACTORY WARRANTY

INQUIRE FOR

PRICE

JUSJUSUSSSSSSUSUSSTT TT TTT TTTTT TTT RRRADRADRARARADDRADRADRADRADDRARARAADDRRRAADRADRA EDDEED ININ!N!N!IN FEEFEFEEATUATUATUATUATUAATUATUUUATAATUATUATURIRIRINRIRINRINRINRINRINRINRINNRING AGG AG AGGGG AG AG AG AG AAG AGG AG AGGGGG AG AGGGGGG AG A 33333333 5L5L5L55L5L5L5L EEECOECOEEECOEEEE BOOBOOBOOBOOSTSTSTTST V6VVV6V WITWITWITH 3H 3H 3H 365656566

2017 EXPLORER PLATINUM 4WD2017 EXPLORER PLATINUM 4WD

EEECOBCOBCOBOOSOOSOOOST VT VT V666 NAVNAVIGAIGAIGAGAAI TIOTIOTTION WNNN / BB&O SOUS ND HEATED & COO

2018 F-150 LARIAT 4X42018 F-150 LARIAT 4X4

ECOBOOST V6 APPLE CARPLAY/ANDROID AUT

2018 F-150 XTR 4X42018 F-150 XTR 4X4

FFORDORD TOTOUCHUCH W/W/ NAN VIGATITIONONONON REREVERVERSESES CAMCAMERAERA && SENSENSORSORR

2015 C-MAX SEL HYBRID2015 C-MAX SEL HYBRID

2019 Honda CR-V LX

LOW KM’S
ONE OWNER, HEATED SEATS,

VERY CLEAN

1 OWNER TRADE

1 OWNER TRADE
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