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VISIT OUR DRUGSTORES!
215 Stephen Street, Morden

(204) 822-9992

Morden 
Drugstore

By Menzies Medical Centre

Clinic 
Drugstore
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Helping handsHelping hands

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Junior high students at Blumenfeld School south of Winkler have spent the past few months learning the ins and 
outs of comforter making. The kids have fi nished three blankets that will be sent to the Mennonite Central Commit-
tee for shipment to people in need overseas. For the full story, check out Pg. 9.



Save the taxes when you purchase 
3 or more Samsung major appliances

SAVE 
THE TAX 
EVENT

April 22 - May 1, 2021April 22 - May 1, 2021

coopathome.ca / / 204.325.8777  
Downtown Winkler
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Shoe Repair

YOUR WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE

Service & Selection Guaranteed 
Company charges welcome (must be arranged ahead of time) GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

 Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 
Saturday 9:30am to 4:00 pm

SPRING $AVINGS!!!!
DOORCRASHER  R

Merrel 
Jungle Moc 

slip on

$104.99

Tiger CSA Workboots
At Prices You Can Afford!

$127.49-
$134.99

Kids Runners & Sandals 

25% off
YOUR WORK & WESTERN WE

25% off

HATS FOR EVERYONE!!!!
TAX INCL.!

NEW ARRIVALS
Women & Mens Shoes & Sandles

The herbicide active ingredients to be used include:

Environmental Approvals Branch
Manitoba Conservation and Climate

1007 Century Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3H 0W4

getinformedtinformedNEWS  >  VIEWS  >  WINKLER  >  MORDEN  >  SURROUNDING AREAS

Morden in good shape, ready to 
move boldly into the future: Burley
By Lorne Stelmach

The City of Morden has faced an 
array of challenges 
in the past few years, 
but Mayor Brandon 
Burley sees it as be-
ing not only in a better 
position now but also 
ready to more boldly 
move forward.

That was the theme 
as he offered the an-
nual state of the city 
address virtually last 
Thursday in conjunc-
tion with the Morden 
and District Chamber 
of Commerce’s annual 
meeting.

“I want to assure you that our pres-
ent is stable, our road map is clear, and 

our future is bright together,” Burley 
said as part of the pre-recorded mo-
ments fi lmed as if he was offering 

his address while on a 
walk around Morden, 
including stops down-
town, at the lake, and 
by the east entrance 
highway sign.

He used those points 
as backgrounds to 
touch on a range of 
things council has ac-
complished, including 
stabilizing  administra-
tion, investing in key 
areas such as tourism, 
and taking on a signifi -
cant amount of capital 

projects.
In his state of the city address, which was pre-recorded and streamed 
online this year, Morden Mayor Brandon Burley highlighted some of 
the capital projects in the works in the community, including a new 
surface and ice plant at the Huron Window Arena.

“OUR PRESENT 
IS STABLE, OUR 
ROAD MAP IS 
CLEAR, AND OUR 
FUTURE IS BRIGHT 
TOGETHER.”

Continued on page 4
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“Council is committed to providing funding for capital 
investments that will provide good quality jobs and return 
money into our market,” Burley said. “To that end, we have, 
in 2021, established a record capital budget with money 
being allocated to things like roads and sidewalks and 
parks and the things that really make our community a 
great place to be.

“We all know that our streets are crumbling and our 
sidewalks need redoing ... there’s a lot of other capital pro-
grams that need to be 
funded. This year, we’re 
doing a substantial 
amount of capital work. 
In fact, it’s our largest 
capital budget.

“With improved ef-
fi ciencies, savings that 
our staff have found, 
we’ve been able to do 
that with a very nomi-
nal increase to taxes,” 
Burley added. “Our 
staff have identifi ed huge amounts of savings for the City 
of Morden over the past year, and we’ve been able to put 
that back into investment into our community.”

The mayor also credited having a full complement of city 
administration and staff for having made a big difference 
in the operation and oversight of civic matters.

“Our staffi ng levels have been a grave concern to this 
council over the past three years,” he acknowledged. “Our 
senior staff and management  positions are all full of peo-
ple who are competent and character driven people who 
care about our city and about its residents and about its 
businesses.”

 >  STATE OF THE CITY, FROM PG. 3

In his state of the city address last week, Morden Mayor Brandon Burley provided a peek at the planned new 
entrance to Lake Minnewasta.

$1 million going towards engineering 
and design work to address wastewa-
ter capacity.

Burley went on to cite more exam-
ples of capital investment, such as the 
new surface and ice plant going into 
the Huron Window arena.

“These investments in our commu-
nity are an important and integral 
part of who we are,” he said. “We will 
continue to  invest in our city as well 
and community services ... the things 
that bring us together.”

He especially focused on Lake Min-
newasta and the city’s parks and 
green spaces.

“Lake Minnewasta is another great 
example where we are increasing the 
capacity for year round recreational 
usage,” Burley said, highlighting the 
work with Sputnik Architecture to de-
velop a master plan for the lake area.

“In addition, we are delivering a 
parks and urban forestry master plan 
in 2021 that will identify how we use 
and how we consume our recreational 
and park spaces. We’ll be looking to 
partner with our residents and with 
our community partners to facilitate a 
workshop to better understand what 
your needs and what your wishes 
are,” he said.

“You’ll see parks coming to neigh-
bourhoods, less centralized than they 
were before, because we believe that 
putting people in proximity to the 
services and the recreation they use 
leads to better consumption and bet-
ter community usage of those facili-
ties.”

Those are all the key things that 
make Morden unique and special, the 
mayor stressed.

“We recognize this is our competitive 
advantage, and this council is commit-
ted to playing to that advantage and 
making sure that our city is optimally 
usable and optimally friendly for ev-
ery one of our residents,” said Burley. 
“One of those is tourism. We have a 
beautiful historic downtown Stephen 
Street, the Canadian Fossil Discovery 
Centre and Lake Minnewasta as well 
as a fantastic golf course.”

Burley offered thanks to the cham-
ber of commerce for being “partners 
in growth. Local voices in industry 
and growth and economic develop-
ment is very important to our com-
munity.”

Burley stressed the importance of economic develop-
ment and cited the investment of well over a million dol-
lars in 2021 to further that in Morden.

“These efforts and these dollars are being invested wise-
ly through groups like Morden Community Development 
Corporation,” he said, noting that the chamber as well is 
playing an important role. “The synergies that we’ve been 
able to create with the chamber in 2021 have been sub-
stantial as well.”

A key part of economic development as well is continu-
ing to boost immigration, Burley added.

“Our immigration initiative is the best in class in Canada. 
It is a key part of our economic engine and is a major con-
tributor to the location decisions that businesses are mak-
ing when they relocate to our community.”

Another important part of spurring further development 
is how the city has worked to improve the planning pro-
cess and streamline things like getting permit approvals.

“Council understands that red tape is extremely diffi cult 
to do business around, and one of those areas that we’ve 
always found red tape is in permitting and planning,” 
Burley said, adding they want to have a one stop shop for 
people to get the approvals they need. “This will allow the 
city to retain substantial revenue through the permitting 
process but also improve results.”

Returning to capital investments, Burley highlighted the 
importance of addressing Morden’s issues with wastewa-
ter and water supply and treatment.

He noted they are investing several hundred thousand 
dollars into water quality as part of a four-year, $4 million 
strategy, with measures this year that will help improve 
the water quality leaving the plant while also reducing the 
cost.

“This is a substantial investment and drastically reduces 
our bottom line in utility cost,” said Burley, adding there is 

“OUR IMMIGRATION 
INITIATIVE IS THE 
BEST IN CLASS IN 
CANADA.”

“YOU’LL SEE PARKS COMING TO NEIGHBOURHOODS, LESS CENTRALIZED 
THAN THEY WERE BEFORE, BECAUSE WE BELIEVE THAT PUTTING PEOPLE 
IN PROXIMITY TO THE SERVICES AND THE RECREATION THEY USE LEADS 
TO ... BETTER COMMUNITY USAGE OF THOSE FACILITIES.”
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“We need to at least be 
respectful of each other”

  By Ashleigh Viveiros

Manitoba’s COVID-19 mask man-
date in indoor public spaces has been 
in effect now for fi ve months, but not 
everyone feels the need to comply.

The Voice has been contacted by nu-
merous readers in recent weeks voic-
ing their concern and frustration at 
seeing fellow customers wandering 
through local businesses sans masks 
and wondering what, if anything, is 
being done to address the matter.

We asked Winkler Police Chief Ryan 
Hunt to provide some clarifi cation on 
the obligation businesses have when 
it comes to public health orders.

“The only responsibility of the 
business is to advise customers that 
they’re required to wear a mask,” he 
explained. “It’s not the responsibility 
of the store to do any enforcement. I 
don’t think any employee or business 
owner wants to confront an angry 
customer, and neither should they be 
required to do so.

“If the customer decides not to [wear 
a mask], it’s not the business’ respon-
sibility to make them leave the store, 
although they can,” Hunt said, point-
ing out that stores and restaurants are 
private property. Asking customers to 
wear a mask is akin to requiring shirts 
and shoes for service. “Entering any 
store, it’s not a right to be there, it’s 
a privilege. And they have the option 
to require anyone to leave their store 
that they feel they don’t want inside.”

Medical exemptions from wearing a 
mask do exist, though health offi cials 
have made it clear there are very few 
conditions that justify the average 
person claiming they cannot wear a 
mask safely. Manitobans have been 
asked to be honest when stating they 
meet the limited exemption criteria 
laid out in the orders.

Tied in with this, the Manitoba Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons in 
its guidelines to doctors about medi-
cal notes for exemption stress that its 
members “must abstain from provid-
ing anyone for any reason a medical 
mask exemption either written or ver-
bal in the absence of a justifi ed medi-
cal condition ... feeling uncomfortable 
or holding a strong opinion against 
mask wearing are not considered to 
be medical indications for exemp-

tion.”
Hunt said they have received a few 

calls from the general public and store 
staff about people refusing to follow 
health orders or creating a distur-
bance in connection to those orders, 
but offi cers are not always available to 
respond immediately if they’re deal-
ing with higher priority calls.

“We don’t always have time to re-
spond right at the moment, just due to 
other responsibilities, so sometimes 
there’s no longer a violation that’s tak-
ing place when we do arrive,” he said. 
“But other times when we are able to 
respond immediately we like to give 
the person the opportunity to leave 
the store. And if they do then we don’t 
issue a ticket.”

Education and warnings over tickets 
has been the standard for enforce-
ment offi cers across Manitoba when 
it comes to public health order viola-
tors. The province in its enforcement 
bulletin April 13 noted that 100 warn-
ings were issued the week before and 
only 13 tickets (fi ve for not wearing 
a mask). Year-to-date has seen 1,159 
tickets issued and 3,683 warnings.

Some local stores do seem to have a 
greater problem with customer com-
pliance than others, but Hunt said it’s 
not feasible for them to have offi cers 
camped out somewhere waiting to 
warn or even potentially fi ne people. 

“We don’t have the time to just stay 
there for solely that purpose. We have 
plenty of other calls that come in that 
require our offi cers to attend to,” he 
said, stressing that the majority of 
people are complying with restric-
tions.

He noted public health offi cers are 
also able to issue fi nes and they do 
make unannounced visits to busi-
nesses to check for compliance. The 
fi ne for failing to wear a mask in an 
indoor public space is $298.

Hunt urges people to take the high 
road and be kind to one another, 
whatever you think about the mask 
mandate.

“Some of the people that are not 
wearing masks, when they’re ap-
proached by a staff member they’re 
being disrespectful to the staff mem-
bers, which is unfortunate,” he said. “I 
realize that this is a very divided is-
sue with very strong opinions on both 

sides, but we need to at least be re-
spectful to each other.

“No matter what you think about 
the masks, I just feel like if we want to 
go inside a store we should be courte-
ous enough to put on a mask for that 
period of time that we’re in there.”

Curbside pickup or delivery has also 
been an option at most local stores for 
over a year now.

To make a complaint about non-
compliance with the public health 
orders, call 1-866-626-4862 (toll-free) 
and press 3 on the call menu.

SUPERSTORE WEIGHS IN
We also reached out to Loblaws, 

the company that owns Winkler’s 
Real Canadian Superstore, for their 
thoughts on the problem of maskless 
customers. 

One of the largest grocery stores in 
the area, Superstore was the target of 
ire of many readers who contacted us 
about this issue.

Loblaws declined our request to in-
terview local or corporate staff mem-
bers, but its public relations depart-
ment did address our questions about 
why unmasked customers seem to be 
so common at the Winkler location. 
What they said echoed Hunt’s com-
ments about the role businesses have 

to play in enforcement.
“We checked in with the store and 

they have expressed their frustration 
with the current situation,” the com-
pany said in an email. “The team is 
working tirelessly to provide a safe 
and positive environment for resi-
dents to shop for essentials, however 
there seems to be a small contingent 
of residents who refuse to follow the 
mask policy.

“[Staff] are required to remind each 
customer of the mask policy upon en-
try, however for their own safety and 
the safety of those around them, they 
are also instructed to avoid confronta-
tion or escalation with anyone refus-
ing to comply.”

The company notes they have hired 
third-party security to help manage 
the situation at the Winkler store. 

“For the most part, customers seem 
happy to do their part and wear a 
mask, however a group of anti-mask 
protesters and those falsely claiming 
medical exemptions have been prob-
lematic,” they said, noting those with 
valid medical exemptions cannot be 
denied access to the store. “We fi rm-
ly believe that everyone has a role to 
play in keeping one another safe and 
strongly encourage everyone to do 
their part and obey the laws as they 
stand to date.” 

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
It’s been over a year since the COVID-19 pandemic began and fi ve 
months since masks were mandated in indoor public spaces in Mani-
toba, but unmasked customers still aren’t a rare sight in local stores.

Police chief outlines stores’ responsibilities 
when it comes to enforcing mask mandate

“WE FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT EVERYONE HAS A ROLE TO 
PLAY IN KEEPING ONE ANOTHER SAFE ...”
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Y
ou know that 
feeling of taking 
something for 
granted until you 
no longer have it? 

Health springs to mind immediately 
for me. I do not usually take the time 
to stop and consider those moments 
of complete health. No headache; no 
soreness; clear sinuses; no cough ... 
everything feels amazing.

Usually we come 
to realize the value 
of a thing when it 
is gone.

Lately I have 
been pondering 
water. Frank Her-
bert wrote in his 
classic sci-fi  novel 
Dune: “A man’s 
fl esh is his own; the 
water belongs to 
the tribe.” This is how important water 
is ... something we take for granted in 
Canada, a country which holds seven 
per cent of the world’s renewable 
fresh water.

Have you been up to Lake Min-
newasta lately? It is as low as I have 

seen it in the 16 years I have lived 
here. Others say it is as low as they 
have ever seen it.

Recently CTV News reported on 
what appears to be emerging as a 
prairie drought:

“We are seeing serious grave situ-
ations across the prairies. I’ve never 
seen Manitoba so dry as I’ve seen it 
this particular spring,” David Phillips, 
a senior climatologist for Environ-
ment and Climate Change Canada, 
told the news agency.

I add this quote because no matter 
how many people tell you something 
looks bad you really need to turn to 
the experts in a particular fi eld rather 
than trust your local columnist or you 
buddy at work, etc. 

So it is dry. We knew it was dry. We 
just came through a warm, relatively 
snowless winter. We can see the sand-
bar in Lake Minnewasta becoming 
larger and larger each day as it trans-
forms into a small island. 

People are noticing. Just like how 
we notice that missing health I men-
tioned earlier, people are starting to 
express concern at Morden’s primary 
source of drinking water. 

Questions are being asked: 
“What’s the plan?” 
“What are our alternatives?” 

“How much more money is this all 
going to cost us in the long run?” 

“How much water, if any, does the 
golf course suck out of the lake annu-
ally?” 

“Should I be worried?”
Of course, the existence of ques-

tions does not mean people at the 
City are not working diligently and 
already have a thorough, well thought 
out contingency plan for this. No, all 
questions mean is that people are 
wanting comfort through answers 
and information they do not feel they 
have.

Here’s the thing: the longer it takes to 
get rain into the watershed the longer 
it will take to move out of a drought. 
They drier things become the more 
our thirsty earth will need to absorb 
before water makes it to the lake. 

Another major consideration is 
evaporation. There are a lot of factors 
that affect evaporation but some key 
factors are surface area, shallowness 
and retained energy (warmth). Lake 
Minnewasta is shallow and has a sur-
face area of 247 hectares (601 acres). 
The shallower it gets the warmer it 
becomes. The warmer it becomes the 
quicker it evaporates and the longer it 

Water is life—let’s not take it for granted

getheardtheardttEDITORIAL  >  VIEWPOINTS >  LETTERS

All columns and letters published on our Get Heard pages are the personal opinions of the submitting writers. They are 
not objective news articles, nor are they necessarily the viewpoint of the Winkler Morden Voice.

By Peter 
Cantelon
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• GUEST COMMENTARY

T
he Pembina Val-
ley is my home. I 
was born at Bethel 
Hospital in Winkler 
and while a lot has 

changed since then, one 
thing has always been true 
about the Pembina Val-
ley: our communities and 
neighbours care for each 
other.

I am proud of many things when it 
comes to my hometown. However, 
as a public health physician, I’m not 
proud of our immunization rates. The 
Pembina Valley consistently has the 
lowest immunization rates in all of 

Manitoba. And when we are facing 
the very real threat of a third wave of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, that’s some-
thing we have to talk about. 

There is no better way to care for one 
another than to get the vaccine. I want 
us all to get vaccinated to protect the 
most vulnerable folks in our commu-

nities. You might 
think that getting 
COVID-19 is not 
a big deal and you 
will be fi ne. How-
ever, variant strains 
of COVID-19 are 
becoming more 
common here, and 

we have seen that 
they cause more 
serious illness, and 

more serious illness among younger 
people.

So get the vaccine for yourself, but 

also think instead about your parents, 
your grandparents, your friend get-
ting chemo or your niece with a weak 
immune system. Imagine if they were 
to get COVID-19. That double wham-
my of COVID-19 on top of another 
risk condition means the people you 
care about could be more likely to be 
hospitalized or face other really seri-
ous outcomes, even death. When we 
all get immunized, we are much less 
likely to pass the infection to others.

Getting the vaccine also helps re-
duce the burden on the healthcare 
system. It helps reduce the number 
of people that need to be hospitalized 
with COVID-19. This makes it possi-
ble to reschedule cancelled surgeries 
and ensure people waiting for life-
changing procedures can get the care 
they need.

By Dr. Joss 
Reimer

Continued on page 7

Continued on page 7
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The Voice welcomes letters from readers on local 
and regional issues and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (excessively long 
letters are unlikely to be published), on-topic, and 
respectful. The Voice reserves the right to edit, con-
dense, or reject any submission.

Please include your full name, address, and phone 
number for verifi cation purposes. Your name and city 
will be published with your letter. We do not print 
anonymous letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at                                                            
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Letter policy
takes to recuperate from a drought.

The shallower it becomes the greater the im-
pact motorboats, Sea-Doos  and the gas and oil 
that goes with them will have, not to mention 
the impact on the fi shery given the dryness of 
the western marsh where spawning usually 
occurs. 

All this to say the lake is a VERY complex 
ecosystem, as is the Dead Horse Creek, and 
we are all linked to them. Their health affects 
ours, the surrounding wildlife, and the tour-

ism economy attached.
We have alternatives, of course. Morden is 

part of the Pembina Valley Water Co-operative 
which draws from the Red River, and so we’re 
far from a time to panic. 

Where we are is at that point where our 
throat is a little scratchy and our joints a little 
achy. We’re at that point where the symptoms 
are suggesting we become proactive in order 
to hold off something worse down the road. 

Living through a pandemic is scary and 
stressful, and we are all overwhelmed with in-
formation from many sources, some of which 
are more reliable than others. So if you’re un-
sure, look for a reliable source of information. 
There are a lot of myths and outright lies out 
there about the COVID-19 vaccine. You may 
have read, for example, that the vaccine can 
give you COVID-19. That’s not true. There is 
no live virus in the vaccine so it is physically 
impossible for it to cause an infection. 

I grew up here, many of you were my friends 
and neighbours. I know fi rsthand how much 
you care about your communities, and I want 
you to be well. From an old neighbour and now 

public health doctor, I am asking you to join 
me in taking care of this community together 
by getting vaccinated as soon as you are eli-
gible. Appointments can be made in Morden 
at our supersite, so it’s simple and convenient 
to book by phone or online.

To sign up to be notifi ed when you’re eligi-
ble and fi nd more information about the vac-
cine—including other myths and facts—visit 
protectmb.ca.

 
Dr. Joss Reimer is the medical lead of Manitoba’s 

vaccine implementation task force and a former 
Winklerite now living in Winnipeg

 >  CANTELON, FROM PG. 6

 >  REIMER, FROM PG. 6

W
e are all on a won-
derful journey called 
Life! And thankfully 
none of us knows 
the future and can 

accurately predict what our next 
move will be. 

Ron wanted to stay in the beautiful home he 
built for us in Okanagan Falls. He wanted to stay 
until we could no longer drive and our children 
would have to help us move. He loved sitting 
on our back deck with his 
cup of coffee watching the 
big horn mountain sheep 
make their way down to 
the salt licks he generously 
provided for them. He en-
joyed the many varieties of 
birds who visited our feed-
ers and the raptors fl ying 
overhead. At night he lis-
tened to the chirping of the 
frogs and the howling of 
the coyotes. An idyllic life, one might say.

But our idyllic life ended with Ron’s sudden 
death on Dec. 1, 2019. After allowing me time 
to grieve, my family began encouraging me to 
make decisions regarding the house and con-
tents. Not only did I have a two level house full 
of furniture but I had a garage, a shed, and a 
back deck full of Ron’s tools. I also had a 20 min-
ute highway drive to the nearest grocery store 
and other amenities. 

All this, but also so many memories. The task 
seemed insurmountable. 

With family help, I slowly started downsizing 
household contents in June. But when I phoned 
a realtor I knew, I burst into tears. “You’re not 
ready,” were her kind words.

The summer of 2020 was spent planting fl ow-
ers and looking after my perennials and shrubs 
(which I loved) and fi ghting with the irrigation 
system (which I did not). Then our strata got af-
ter me to move Ron’s utility trailer off a vacant 
lot where it was stored with the owner’s permis-
sion. Next, I was told to fi x the Nature Trust’s 
snake fence in our back yard. They claimed our 
landscaping had created problems. I also had 
a major mouse infestation in our shed because 
of grass seed improperly stored. The fi nal straw 
was seeing a rat on my bird feeder! Now I knew 
I was ready. I listed my house in October and it 
sold in January.

I am surprised my realtor did not fi re me as 
we looked at apartments and condos together. 
She wanted me to get excited about what she 
was showing me but I could not. I have moved 
many times throughout our married life but al-
ways with Ron beside me or waiting at the other 
end. Now I was left alone to deal with offers and 
extra items the buyers wanted included. I was 
happy about every offer that fell through and 
every apartment that got sold before I could 
make up my mind. Then she reluctantly showed 
me an apartment under construction called 
Skaha Lake Towers.

I knew immediately, this would be my next 
home. The price was right, the strata fees were 
right, and the many large north and west facing 

Mulling over my next move

By Florence 
Dyck

 SUBMITTED PHOTO 
The author managed to get her late husband’s ex-
tensive tool collection down to just one toolbox in 
advance of her move into a smaller space.

windows gave me a stunning view of the city and part of 
Skaha Lake. Now began serious downsizing!

Our two Canadian sons took the garden tractor and 
trailer, the two air compressors, the two large tool chests, 
the larger saws and drills and sanders and things I did not 
even know the names of. One American son came in No-
vember to take the utility trailer and other items he wanted 
for himself and for our other American son. I was still dis-
heartened by the amount of stuff left!

We advertised online and had a garage sale. I think some 
friends bought because they felt sorry for me but others 
bought because they wanted a small souvenir of Ron. He 
was so loved in the building trade and also among the 
residents of Big Horn Mountain Estates. Most everything 
sold and the rest will go to thrift shops. Now I will continue 
packing slowly until my move date on April 30.

Ron wanted to stay living here. He wanted to use his tools 
for building projects after he retired. There was so much he 
still wanted to accomplish. But as he began realizing this 
was not to be, he accepted his fate with grace and dignity. 

When he built Red Wing Estates and Linden Estates, both 
retirement developments, he told me about couples who 
bought because the husbands were sick and they wanted 
their wives comfortable before they died. I am sure Ron 
would have wanted to do that for me also but his time left 
was too short. I am thankful, though, for my family and 
friends who helped and supported me through these past 
diffi cult months.

First I wanted to stay in our home because of all the won-
derful memories. Now I fi nd I have to leave because of all 
the memories! I never planned this next journey without 
Ron but I, too, must accept my fate and move forward with-
out him. So with a little fear and trepidation and some ex-
citement, I am off to the next phase of my life.

  Florence Dyck is a former Mordenite 
now living in the Okanagan
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Winkler neighbourhood speaks out against proposed condo project
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Winkler city council certainly got an 
earful from community members at 
their meeting last week.

Several people came out to the April 
13 meeting to voice their concerns 
about a pair of four-storey condo 
buildings proposed to go up on 7th St. 
north of Mountain Ave.

The project calls for the closure of a 
portion of a public lane between 7th 
and 8th St., rezoning the land to multi-
family residential,  and variations to 
allow for more dwelling units per acre 
than required under current zoning 
requirements, a smaller site area and 
front yard minimum than required, 
and a height variation to allow for the 
fourth storey within the 45-foot maxi-
mum building requirements.

For the better part of an hour, resi-
dent after resident came up to speak 
out against the project, which is be-
ing spearheaded by K Block Develop-
ments Inc.

Issues of population density (the 
project would bring over 30 condos to 
the area), lack of parking, increased 
traffi c, lack of green space, privacy 
concerns due to the buildings over-
looking neighbouring yards, and low-
ering of property values were identi-
fi ed by multiple speakers.

Susanne Loewen and her husband 
Scott have lived nearby on 8th St. for 
24 years. She went into detail on all of 
the above issues and more, and ap-
pealed to council to think twice about 
the project, which she feels is poised 
to drastically change the nature of the 
neighbourhood.

“We want to protect not only our in-
vestment in our property but in the 
daily lives of those in our community,” 
Loewen said. “We have great con-
cerns over the potential development 
of the downtown area. Developments 
should take into consideration all the 
residents of the area and not just the 
fi nancial gain of the developers.”

Cathleen Bergen’s home on 7th St. 
would be right next to the condos. 

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Winkler city council pushed pause on public hearings for a proposed 
condo development on 7th St. to give city planners and the devel-
oper time to address some of the many concerns raised last week by 
neighbourhood residents about the project.

“IT IS NOT AT ALL MY 
INTENTION TO WRECK 
NEIGHBOURHOODS. I 
HAVE A PASSION FOR 
DEVELOPMENT TO BUILD 
UP COMMUNITY, NOT TO 
TEAR IT DOWN.”

She echoed Loewen’s fears that the 
project will negatively impact existing 
area residents.

She pointed out that street parking 
is already a serious problem, especial-
ly when the nearby concert hall and 
senior centre are hosting events.

“This will create a situation that 
makes the severe shortage of park-
ing on 7th Street and South Railway 
worse.”

Bergen also raised concerns about 
bringing dozens of new residents to 
the neighbourhood.

“Currently our street is relatively 
quiet, but increasing the population 
signifi cantly will potentially mean 
the neighbourhood will be noisy,” she 
said, pointing out there are many se-
niors in the area who would prefer to 
keep it a quiet neighbourhood.

Representing some of those el-
dest residents was Elizabeth Enns of 
Oakview Terrace.

“Parking and the added traffi c is a 
big concern and has the potential to 
devalue our property,” she said, not-
ing as well that there are four senior 
housing complexes in the immediate 
vicinity already, all with visitors who 
are often unable to walk long distanc-
es to hunt for parking.

She questioned the need for this 
residential development in the heart 
of downtown and asked why the land 
in question could not be considered 
instead for a park.

“Why not consider developing this 
space that is under consideration for 
rezoning as rezoning it for a green 
space to beautify this area where the 
P.W. Enns [Concert] Hall stands and 

a green space for the residents of the 
many condos on 7th St. who dutiful 
continue to pay copious taxes to the 
town of Winkler?”

Also raising concerns of popula-
tion density and parking scarcity was 
Doug Dyck on behalf of the Covenant 
Mennonite Church. 

The church also took issue with the 
proposed closure of the public lane to 
accommodate the project, as doing so 
would make access to their property 
very diffi cult and could also hinder 
their own plans to build a hut for ex-
panded programming.

Dyck pointed out the church wasn’t 
made aware that the city was consid-
ering giving up the public lane. They 
feel if that’s the case that they, as an 
active member of the community 
stretching back decades, should have 
been given the fi rst opportunity to 
purchase it. That request was echoed 
by Loewen as well, whose property is 
adjacent to the lane.

DEVELOPER RESPONDS
K Block Developments’ Frank Klas-

sen appeared taken aback by the sheer 
number of objections to the project.

“It is not at all my intention to wreck 
neighbourhoods. I have a passion for 
development to build up community, 
not to tear it down … or to invade pri-
vacy,” he said at the hearing. “I will 
take these comments here really seri-
ously.”

Klassen noted that the parking lot 
plan could be reworked to avoid hav-
ing to close the back lane, thus ensur-
ing  both the church and neighbour-

ing private properties continue to 
have access to it.

As to the other issues, he pointed 
out the planned buildings are consis-
tent with condo units already in the 
area, including Oakview Terrace. He 
feels this project meets a real need as 
there are not a lot of residential units 
available for purchase downtown cur-
rently.

Council has a diffi cult decision to 
make, Klassen acknowledged.

“Given all the concerns expressed, 
I’m not sure what to say,” he said. “I 
have to hand it to you as council. You 
do need to consider everyone, not just 
the one person, or just the developer, 
or just one homeowner. You’re plan-
ning a community. You’re regulating 
what’s going to be built and how is it 
going to impact the future of Winkler. 
So I really respect the work and effort 
that you put into it and just thank you 
for considering this. I accept the out-
come.”

Council decided to give K Block De-
velopments time to see if it and city 
planners can address some of the con-
cerns laid out by residents before the 
city makes its decision on the project. 
As such, it adjourned the public hear-
ing until the May 11 council meeting.

Mayor Martin Harder thanked ev-
eryone who came out to speak.

“This is really an example of what 
these public hearings are for. They’re 
here to make the community a better 
place to live,” he said. “Each and every 
voice that is here needs to be heard. 
Sometimes it doesn’t go the way we 
want it to go, but sometimes we can 
make a difference as to what the fu-
ture looks like.”

ALSO AT COUNCIL
In other matters, city council has 

awarded the Clover Creek Industrial 
Park Roblin Blvd. paving project to Bi-
tuminex Paving Ltd. 

The Winnipeg business was one of  
seven construction companies to bid 
on the project, coming in the lowest 
at $864,525—signifi cantly under what 
council had budgeted.

The project will to extend the paved 
road to the city’s eastern boundary.

Councillors also okayed a rezon-
ing request for a parcel of land in the 
northwest corner of town to pave the 
way for the second phase of The Gar-
dens residential development.

The property located along Gem-
stone Drive moves from being zoned 
as community reserve to a residential 
single-family, residential two-family, 
and open space/recreation.

Developers plan to build 38 single-
family homes and 17 two-family 
buildings in the space.
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Blumenfeld School students Ayleen Thome and Jason Krahn at work on the three comforters the school’s junior high students created for 
Mennonite Central Committee to send to people in need overseas.

“It was great to do something to give back”

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Students at Blumenfeld School hope 
their hard work this winter will bring 
a little comfort to someone half a 
world away.

The school’s dozen junior high stu-
dents have spent the past few months 
sewing three comforters to donate to 
the Mennonite Central Committee’s 
relief efforts.

The project was headed up by 
teacher Bernie Loeppky and resource 
teacher Waldina Reimer as a way to 
keep students busy during the long 

winter months.
“I brought in leftover fabric and 

we brought sewing machines and 
we taught the kids certain skills,” ex-
plains Reimer. “We created patterns 
that were easy for them to do and 
then said we were going to do quilts, 
as many as we could, to be donated 
back to MCC.”

MCC ships comforters all over the 
world, but the students’ donations 
are most likely headed to Jordan or 
Ukraine, the school has been told.

“The overarching theme of the entire 
social studies curriculum in Manitoba 

is citizenship, so from my position this 
activity fi ts into the category of global 
citizenship,” says Loeppky.

The kids were able to work on the 
quilts whenever they had a moment 
to spare during the school day.

“They were forever asking: lunch, 
recess, can we stay in to sew?” says 
Reimer, adding she was so proud to 
see how the kids really grabbed on 
to this project and ran with it. “They 
were just awesome with it ... and ev-
erybody did something.”

They struggle to estimate how many 
hours their collectively poured into 

the blankets, but Gr. 7 classmates 
Alissa Schenkel and Ayleen Thome 
and Gr. 8 student Rachel Loewen say 
it was all worth it.

“[I enjoyed] the experience of sew-
ing something for poor people,” said 
Schenkel.

It’s pretty cool, the kids say, to think 
about something they made being 
shipped to someone in need on the 
other side of the globe.

“I think it was an awesome experi-
ence,” said Loewen. “It’s my last year 
here at this school, so it was great to 
do something to give back.”

Winkler scores high in national cities ranking
By Lorne Stelmach

Winkler has again made the list as 
one of the best places to call home in 
Canada.

The annual ranking by Maclean’s 
magazine rated four Manitoba cities 
as being among the top 50, with Win-
kler coming in at 26th.

It is a huge leap for Winkler from 
200th in 2019, and it is in large part 
due to the magazine taking a different 
approach with the ranking this year.

“There seems to be a signifi cant 
weighting on available high speed 
internet in their ratings and ability to 
work remotely,” observed Mayor Mar-
tin Harder.

Given that, Harder said it was a “trib-
ute to the fact we were early adopters 

to Valley Fiber and the installation of 
top-notch internet services. I believe 
this sets us apart, as you can have a 
positive family lifestyle while captur-
ing some higher income job opportu-
nities due to being accessible to the 
world.

“And that was an initiative born and 
raised in Winkler, so we’ve been pret-
ty proud of the partnerships that have 
been created there.”

Harder said it’s pretty exciting to see 
the community shine so brightly on 
the national stage.

“When you get to a point where you 
get this type of national recognition, it 
confi rms that we do have a lot to of-
fer,” he said. “It’s very humbling,  but 
it’s quite the feather in our cap.”

The other Manitoba cities who made 

the grade were Winnipeg in sixth 
place, Selkirk in 28th, and Brandon in 
50th.

This version of the ranking, like past 
ones, considered such factors as hous-
ing affordability, population growth, 
taxes, crime, weather, access to health 
care, amenities, and community en-
gagement. 

Assuming remote work is here to 
stay, though, the magazine ranked 
the same 415 communities across the 
country from the previous year but 
with an eye toward great living for 
people who don’t have to worry about 
fi nding a job within commuting dis-
tance. So it eliminated incomes and 
unemployment rates (since remote 
workers don’t need to look for a lo-
cal job), distance to post-secondary 

institutions (since remote education 
was expanded and refi ned during the 
pandemic), and commuting methods. 

Because it’s impossible to work from 
home without a reliable internet con-
nection, Maclean’s also added a new 
category rating broadband perfor-
mance.

Once the magazine eliminated un-
employment rates and incomes—cat-
egories where Atlantic Canada has 
historically lagged compared to other 
parts of the country—the region’s cit-
ies rose to the top.

Halifax took top spot thanks to its 
affordable housing price while three 
other major urban centres in the re-
gion made the top 10: Fredericton tak-
ing second, Moncton in seventh, and 
Charlottetown in tenth.
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New Morden K-8 school moving into design phase
By Lorne Stelmach

Local education offi cials are glad to 
fi nally be able to get to work on the 
long-awaited new school for Morden.

The K-8 school in the northwest part 
of the city fi nally got the go-ahead last 
week as part of the Manitoba govern-
ment announcing an additional $100 
million for a total of over $260 million 
in school capital investments as part 
of a commitment to build 20 news 
schools across the province.

Western School Division also re-
ceived word that Morden Collegiate 
will get its three classroom addition 
and a new building will be construct-
ed for the division’s pipefi tters voca-
tional program.

“Those are on a smaller scale but 
equally important, and I am under-

standing that these are shovel-ready 
projects and that every effort is being 
made to accelerate the tendering and 
construction,” noted Morden-Winkler 
MLA Cameron Friesen in the wake of 
the announcement.

“Our government committed that 
we would accelerate school improve-
ment projects,” added Friesen, who 
also credited the community for its 
perseverance in pushing for this proj-
ect. “For years, the community has ad-
vocated for a new school, and they’ve 
done so on the basis of the growing 
evidence that a new school is needed. 
This essentially makes it real ... it is 
exceptionally gratifying and exciting 
for the community.” 

WSD board chairperson Brian Fran-
sen echoed that sentiment.

“It is fantastic news, without ques-

Western School Division not only Western School Division not only 
got the green light to start de-got the green light to start de-
signing a new K-8 school in Mor-signing a new K-8 school in Mor-
den, but also a three classroom den, but also a three classroom 
addition at the high school.addition at the high school.
  

VOICE FILE PHOTOVOICE FILE PHOTO

tion. It’s become real,” he said. “There 
are a lot of people who should be 
proud of the advocacy that they have 
done, and the community should be 
celebrating.

“It speaks to the province recogniz-
ing our needs,” Fransen said, while 
noting the timeline for the new school 
is uncertain. “It is really hard to say 
yet ... as we progress through it, there 
will be more information that will be-
come available.

“We have approval to move into the 
design phase ... so it’s exciting. We’ve 
worked on this for years, and to have 
this announcement made today is re-
ally good.”

Fransen also welcomed approval 
of the other two projects, noting that 
they are equally vital to the division 
not only in terms of addressing the 
shortage of space but with the MCI 
expansion also including a science 
lab.

“That is going to be a much need-
ed update to the lab that we have in 
there, which I think was built before I 
was born,” he said.

Education Minister Cliff Cullen said 
the government was “providing new 
schools on a priority basis and mak-
ing substantial investments to im-
prove existing schools.

“As the province moves ahead with 
its Better Education Starts Today strat-
egy, placing our education system’s 
focus on students fi rst, we have to en-
sure the environment in which they 
learn will help students succeed,” 
he said. “These critical investments 

will ensure that more students have 
the opportunity to learn and grow in 
high-quality learning environments.”

The $100 million increase in educa-
tion capital funding provides not only 
for new schools but other projects in-
cluding replacements and upgrades 
to ventilation and electrical systems, 
updates to libraries, outdoor spaces, 
spaces for arts programming, athletic 
programming, vocational program-
ming, life skills and community re-
sources.

Specifi cally, the 2021-22 capital plan 
includes $62 million for continuing 
multi-year projects, $77 million for 
medium and major new schools, ad-
ditions and major renovations, $106.7 
million for medium and minor exist-
ing infrastructure renewal projects, 
$25.9 million for mechanical work, 
$21.6 million for roofi ng, $41.5 mil-
lion for structural work, $17.7 million 
for accessibility upgrades, $9.1 mil-
lion  for science lab upgrades and $5.5 
million for modular classroom units 
to address immediate enrolment de-
mands.

The commitment of 20 new schools 
will provide approximately 10,900 
new classroom spaces along with 
1,450 child-care spaces, at a total es-
timated cost of over $500 million, said 
Cullen, adding the additional funding 
and accelerated schedule could have 
the last of the 20 new schools start de-
sign in 2023-24 for completion in fall/
winter 2025, up to fi ve years ahead of 
the completion date of 2030.

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Public health offi cials tightened restrictions this 
week in a bid to slow down the third wave of CO-
VID-19 in Manitoba.

Starting this past Tuesday, households may only 
have two designated visitors indoors and outdoor 
gatherings on both public and private property are 
limited to 10 people, including members of a house-
hold.

Wedding and funerals are also reduced to 10 peo-
ple, in addition to an offi ciant and photographer. 

Faith-based gatherings are now capped at 25 per 
cent capacity or 50 people, whichever is lower,  with 
indoor mask orders in place except while house-
hold groups are seated together, are appropriately 
distanced from other groups, and are not singing.

Starting this Wednesday, retail stores are limited 
to one-third capacity or up to 333 patrons, which-
ever is lower. Malls are limited to 33 per cent of the 
facility’s capacity.

The new orders will remain in effect until May 12.
“Despite our best collective efforts, COVID is on 

the rise again due to in large part to the new vari-
ants of concern,” Premier Brian Pallister said at a 
news conference Monday. “Our cases are rising, 
our test positivity numbers are rising, hospitaliza-
tion numbers are beginning to go back up.

“We’d been in this situation last year and we know 
that we don’t want it to be recreated now,” Pallister 
said.  “We cannot stand by and wait for what hap-
pened once to happen once more.”

Tightening restrictions will hopefully slow the 
third wave of the virus here in Manitoba, the pre-
mier said, and avoid the need for a full lockdown.

The province on Monday announced 108 new 
cases of the virus, bringing the tally to 36,267. The 
fi ve-day test positivity rate was at 5.7 per cent both 
provincially and in Winnipeg.

As of press time, there were 1,685 active cases, 
33,623 recoveries, and 132 people requiring hospi-
talization, including 30 in intensive care.

A total of 959 Manitobans have died due to CO-
VID-19.

In the Pembina Valley, Winkler and the Altona area 
were reporting fi ve active cases each on Monday; 

Morden,  Stanley, and Carman were at four; Lorne/
Louise/Pembina was at two; Roland/Thompson, 
MacDonald, and Morris were all at one; and Red 
River South had nine active cases.

 

VACCINE ELIGIBILITY BROADENS
This week also saw the province open up the As-

traZeneca vaccine to all Manitobans aged 40 and 
over.

“Tens of thousands of doses of the AstraZeneca 
vaccine remain in clinics and pharmacies across 
the province, which is why we’re expanding the 
eligibility criteria for the vaccine,” explained Health 
Minister Heather Stefanson. The vaccine was pre-
viously only available to people 55 and older with 
certain health conditions. 

The province also lowered the eligibility age for 
vaccination at a super site or pop-up clinic to Mani-
tobans 54 or older and First Nations people 34 and 
older.

Head to protectmb.ca or call 1-844-626-8222 to 
book a vaccination appointment or fi nd a clinic or 
pharmacy near you with available doses.

Manitoba tightens restrictions as third wave begins
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By Lorne Stelmach

There was good news from the past 
year for the Morden and District of 
Chamber of Commerce amidst the 
challenges posed by the pandemic.

What stood out for president Scott 
Hoeppner as he addressed the vir-
tual annual meeting of the chamber 
last Thursday was the perseverance 
shown by the business community.

“We’ve had a very active and a very 
busy year,” said Hoeppner, who was 
re-elected to another two-year term 
on the board. “This has been a chal-
lenging year, but we have much to 
be proud of, in my view, not only as a 
chamber but as our individual mem-
bers have shown a degree of resilien-
cy and resolve.

“This has been a tough year ... but 
we still accomplished much as a 
chamber,” he continued, citing the or-
ganization’s focus on the promotion 
of buying local with such initiatives as 
their Santa’s Sleigh delivery program 
at Christmas.

While restrictions led to many things 
being cancelled, the chamber was still 

able to do a variation of its Wrapping 
Up A Morden Christmas and got in a 
successful Home and Life Show be-
fore the pandemic restrictions came 
into force.

“We’ve engaged in a chamber re-
brand, and we have a new website 
that will be coming out soon,” added 
Hoeppner.

He also heralded the role the cham-
ber and especially executive direc-
tor Candace Olafson have played in 
keeping members informed. 

“We’ve excelled in acting as a reli-
able source of information, especially 
during the pandemic, so we’ve been 
able to fi lter out information for mem-
bers, provide directions to resources, 
answer member inquiries and con-
nect them with information they need.

“In my view, we were and continue 
to be a leader in this regard,” he said, 
recalling a conversation where some-
one from the Neepawa chamber not-
ed how they looked to what was be-
ing done by the Morden chamber as a 
guide. “We’ve also continued our ad-
vocacy efforts during the pandemic, 
and we’ve done our best to leverage 

our relationship with the Manitoba 
chamber to ensure that your voices 
as members are heard at a provincial 
level.”

The chamber came out of 2020 in 
good shape fi nancially, all things con-
sidered.

Fundraising and special events 
dropped by half, but the chamber 
picked up other funding support in-
cluding the federal wage subsidy and 
over $30,000 for its buy local initiative.

The end result was that revenue in-
creased to $169,120 while expenses 
came it at $152,841, which left the or-
ganization with a surplus of $16,279 
and an accumulated surplus of $27,65.

“With all the uncertainty there was 
going into the year, we really did ben-
efi t with the government programs 
that were available to us,” said trea-
surer Derek Hamilton.

The budget approved for 2021 proj-
ects a defi cit of $14,410 based on rev-
enue of $113,700 and expenses of 
$128,110.

In addition to re-electing Hoeppner 
for another term as chair, the chamber 
executive includes Grant Nicholson 

Scott Hoeppner, 
Morden chamber president

Morden chamber reports on challenging but successful year

as vice chair and Derek Hamilton as 
treasurer. New to the board are Mark 
Peters and Ali Jariya, who join return-
ing members  Jared Hildebrand, Irma 
Maier, Brent Laverty, Heather Francis, 
and Susan Lee.

Offi cials answer Manitobans’ questions at town hall
By Lorne Stelmach

Manitoba health offi cials answered 
a range of questions on the province’s 
immunization plans during a prov-
ince-wide telephone town hall forum 
last week.

The focus was largely on the vac-
cination program as Health Minis-
ter Heather Stefanson led the ses-
sion with chief public health offi cer 
Dr. Brent Roussin, medical offi cer of 
health Dr. Joss Reimer, and Johanu 
Botha from the vaccine implementa-
tion task force.

Roussin though fi rstly faced a query 
about why the province would not be 
shutting the provincial borders again 
given the rising case numbers and in-
creasing concern about the variants of 
COVID-19.

“Closing borders is a very complex 
issue having many, many effects, so 
we chose to go with the isolation re-
quirements, and it’s probably one of 
the factors why our third wave has 
been delayed compared to other 
provinces,” he said.

“We were really the only province 
outside of the Atlantic provinces that 
had any type of isolation requirements 
on returning travellers ... we continue 
to have those in place, and we are go-

ing to continue to do what we can to 
message that and enforce it,” Roussin 
added. “We do need people entering 
Manitoba, returning Manitobans, to 
follow those isolation requirements. 

Other questions touched on con-
cerns around delaying the second 
dose of vaccinations, with one resi-
dent noting they understood Pfi zer 
recommended they should be done 
within 21 days of 
each other.

The current de-
lay the province 
has set at a few 
months does not 
mean people are 
not being properly 
protected, insisted 
Reimer, citing data 
from studies.

“Overall, the 
data that we have 
is quite over-
whelming as far as 
being supportive of delaying the sec-
ond dose,” she said. “In the real world 
setting that we are, this is the best ap-
proach.”

Another caller wondered why teach-
ers would not all be prioritized sooner 
for vaccination given the potential 
concern around the virus in schools.

“This is something that we are con-
tinuing to look at,” said Reimer. “For 
the vast majority, transmission does 
not appear to be happening in the 
schools and instead it’s largely com-
munity transmission where the kids 
or their teachers or the other staff just 
happen to be at that school.”

Botha fi elded a question about mak-
ing allowance at clinics for walk-ins, 

for situations where 
appointments are left 
open by no-shows.

“Nothing is off the 
table in terms of how 
we run our sites,” he 
said. “If we get to a 
point where we think 
that walk-ins will 
be more effi cient in 
terms of getting more 
people through and 
getting them through 
safely, then of course 
we will look at that.

“We are not seeing a high rate of 
no-shows at our supersites. In cases 
where we do have no-shows, those 
doses are not wasted,” Botha added, 
noting vaccine doses are only re-
moved from freezers for use once 
people arrive for their appointment.

Botha also answered a question 

around how and when it is deter-
mined to further lower the age eligi-
bility for vaccination.

“We’re watching and we’re monitor-
ing,” said Botha, who explained that 
it “really depends on the number of 
appointments available and supply in 
the province.

“We see how those appointments 
fi ll up ... and as those are no longer 
fi lling up and we know there are ap-
pointments available ... we watch this 
closely; we monitor it every day, and 
as there are appointments available 
we drop by age.

“There’s a bit of a balance,” Botha 
said. “We don’t want to be in a scenar-
io where Manitobans are eligible but 
can’t make appointments.”

Roussin took on a question about 
what percentage of the population 
might need to be vaccinated in order 
for the province to feel that it has an 
adequate level of herd immunity to 
then ease restrictions. 

“If we could get Manitobans fully 
vaccinated to the 70 per cent range, 
it’s very likely that we will be seeing 
some big population level benefi ts 
from it,” he said.

“We will continue to follow our 

“AS WE SEE CASE 
NUMBERS IMPROVE 
OVER TIME ... WE WILL 
CONTINUE TO LOOSEN 
THOSE RESTRICTIONS.”

People phone in for clarity on province’s COVID-19 restrictions, vaccination plans

Continued on page 12
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Community garden plots are going fast
By Lorne Stelmach

The community gardens in both 
Winkler and Morden are well on their 
way to being sold out again this year.

A majority of the plots in both com-
munities are taken up  by returning 
gardeners from last year but there is 
some turnover, and Winkler is even 
adding more space to meet growing 
demand.

“I’ve been manager of the gardens 
for seven or eight years now and there 
is increased interest each year,” said 
Winkler organizer Margaret Klas-
sen. “Last year, we had increased our 
gardens by 26 from previous years, 
and this year we increased it again ... 
so there is more demand for people 
wanting to grow their own produce.”

“People are looking for hobbies, and 
gardening can be a good way to fi ll 
that void ... you want to get out and do 
something, and there’s a good reward 
at the end,” said Owen Klippenstein, 
facility events co-ordinator for the 
City of Morden, which oversees the 
gardens there.

Morden offers two community gar-
dens on 19th Street and Grant Street 
with 60 and 52 plots respectively. The 
cost is $25 for a plot of about 300 sq. ft. 

People who rented last year or who 
were on the waiting list were given 
fi rst opportunity to rent them again 
this spring.

“We usually do that, as some people 
kind of invest a lot of time and money 

into their little plot there,” said Klip-
penstein. “Most people are returning, 
but we had about eight or ten plots 
available in each garden.”

The Morden plots will all be tilled 
and water is available onsite, though 
people need to bring their own wa-
tering can and are encouraged to 
conserve it as much as possible. Ad-
ditional compost and wood chips are 
also available for use, with recycling 
and garbage bins in place as well as a 
compost pile for garden refuse.

“We did add compost last year, so 

that does help with the productivity 
there,” said Klippenstein, who expects 
pandemic restrictions will once again 
contribute to a greater interest in the 
gardens this spring. “It’s an activity 
you can do outdoors where you don’t 
have a lot of people close by and you 
can get a bit of exercise and fresh air. 
You can produce some food for your-
self, and gardening is kind of an art; 
some people are amazing at it.”

The starting date of course depends 
on the weather, but they aim to have 
the plots open for early May.

There are a few spots left in There are a few spots left in 
the community gardens in the community gardens in 
both Winkler and Morden both Winkler and Morden 
this spring, but if you want this spring, but if you want 
one you’ll have to reach out one you’ll have to reach out 
to organizers sooner rather to organizers sooner rather 
than later.than later.
 VOICE FILE PHOTO VOICE FILE PHOTO
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For more information or to inquire 
about space in Morden, you can call 
204-822-5431 ext. 205.

SOME SPOTS AVAILABLE IN 
WINKLER

Winkler’s plot numbers jump from 
130 in 2020 to 166 this year. As of late 
last week, there were just 11 left after 
past garden users had registered.

“There’s usually a bit of turnover but 
not a lot. I would say 90 per cent of 
them come back,” observed Klassen. 
“We had a waiting list, but because we 
added another 36 plots, that makes a 
difference. People on the waiting list 
had fi rst chance then to get in as well.”

The garden has fi ve water stations, 
and there are both north-south and 
east-west pathways for access to the 
plots.

Klassen also expects the level of in-
terest will continue to increase.

“It becomes quite a bit of a garden-
ing community,” she said. “It’s really 
neat to see the different ideas. The 
new gardeners learn from the old 
gardeners, and it’s really neat to see. 
People will come and ask questions ... 
perhaps there’s something they may 
have never tried before. It’s a really 
good group of people.”

For more information or to inquire 
about space, you can call Klassen at 
204-362-7552.

numbers. We always use those least 
restrictive means that are on our or-
ders,” Roussin added. “As we see case 
numbers improve over time, which 
we fully expect, we will continue to 
loosen those restrictions as required, 
so vaccines put us in that position 
very much sooner.”

Another caller asked about the en-
forcement of the guidelines making 
masks mandatory in public places. 
He recounted being in one store 
where management told him they 
ultimately had no authority to force 
people to obey the rules.

“Masks are mandatory in indoor 

public places ... private businesses 
are required to remind patrons that 
they must wear a mask,” said Rous-
sin.

“We did not want to put operators 
of businesses in any situations of po-
tential peril by trying to force people 
to wear things,” he added. “If there 

are enforcement offi cers around, 
they can receive a ticket for that ... our 
orders don’t require them to enforce 
it, but we do require them to remind 
patrons ... our enforcement offi cers 
can certainly ticket people.”

 >  TOWN HALL, FROM PG. 11

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca



The Winkler Morden Voice  Thursday, April 22, 2021    13   

Winkler Community Fdn. put $279K 
back into the community in 2020
By Ashleigh Viveiros

While 2020 certainly wasn’t a normal 
year for anyone, the Winkler Commu-
nity Foundation (WCF) reports that 
the highlights outweighed the chal-
lenges for them in many ways.

The foundation board held their an-
nual general meeting last week.

Board president Scott Doell says they 
had a solid year for granting, putting 
a total of $279,594 back into the com-
munity in 2020 through fl ow-through 
funding and endowment fund grants.

“It defi nitely was a good year for us,” 
he said. “It was an interesting year 
with its own set of challenges, but I 
was pretty proud of what we were 
able to do with the foundation.”

As always, WCF with its grants tried 
to have as wide-reaching an impact as 
possible.

Thirty-two per cent of the grants 
were designated towards education 
for young people, 25 per cent for CO-
VID relief, 23 per cent for family and 
community services, 13 per cent for 
arts, culture, and recreation, four per 

cent for heritage projects, and three 
per cent for health programs and 
projects. The foundation awarded a 
total of 43 charitable grants and 42 
scholarships.

They always receive far more appli-
cations for funding than they’re able 
to meet, Doell noted.

“I can tell you there’s a huge need,” 
he said. “With the amount we can 
grant out we can barely scratch the 
surface.”

Partnerships with the Manitoba 150 
Committee, Community Foundation’s 
of Canada, Endow Manitoba, and the 
Government of Canada allowed the 
foundation to issue additional funds 
this past year, including $70,000 
through the Emergency Community 
Support Fund created in response to 
the pandemic.

“It was great that we could go after 
those,” Doell said. “If there was money 
up for grabs we defi nitely tried to get 
it into our area. 

“We live here and we want this com-
munity to succeed, so if there’s money 
available ... to me it’s really important 

that there’s an organization that’s 
keep its head up looking for it and try-
ing to get it here.”

The community in turn supported 
the foundation in a big way in 2020, 
with total donations to its various en-
dowment funds hitting $142,357—up 
nearly $17,000 over the year before.

“It just speaks to the community,” 
said Doell. “We’re such a charitable 
city and when people are in need the 
community steps up.”

That bodes well for the foundation’s 
plans for the next few years. They’re 
hoping to get the Community Fund to 
$1 million, which will require them to 
raise $75,000 a year for the next three 
years (about $25,000 more than was 

donated to  that specifi c fund in 2020).
“The Community Fund is the one 

where we have the most fl exibility on,” 
Doell said, explaining other endow-
ment funds are earmarked for specifi c 
causes, agencies, or programs.

Reaching the $1 million goal will 
allow the foundation to grant out at 
least $40,000 annually from the Com-
munity Fund.

“We would like to challenge our 
community to support the drive in 
raising community funds to grow the 
impact grants have on the communi-
ty,” Doell said. 

For details on the work of the foun-
dation or to make a donation, head to 
winklercommunityfoundation.com.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
The Winkler Community Foundation board (shown here in a photo 
from before the pandemic) held their annual meeting last week. The 
foundation was able to put $279,594 back into the community in 2020 
to support a variety of programs and projects.

By Lorne Stelmach

The Morden Police Service is pro-
moting another offi cer within its 
ranks.

Following on the heels of Sean Aune 
being promoted from sergeant to the 
new position of inspector, Cst. Scott 
Edwards is now a sergeant.

Edwards, who offi cially took on the 
title Monday, welcomes the chance to 
be part of the department’s leader-
ship team.

“It’s something I feel like I have been 
working toward for some time,” he 
said. “I’m grateful for the opportunity, 
and I’m excited to step into a new role 
in our service, and I’m looking for-
ward to being part of the leadership.”

He noted it is good not only for the 
police service but for the communi-
ty to have a lot of experience on the 

force.
“We haven’t had a lot of turnover. 

It’s been a lot of the same offi cers, so 
with that comes a lot of experience 
and knowledge about the job. It’s a 
good thing,” Edwards said.

“Our service members in general are 
very experienced and knowledgeable. 
We have a lot of offi cers with any-
where from between 10 and 20 years 
of service. We a very senior service, so 
that takes a little bit of pressure off of 
me going into this role.”

Edwards joined the  Morden  Police  
Service as a constable in 2008 and 
graduated from  the Winnipeg  Police  
Service recruit training the following 
year. 

He has been involved in and taken 
a leadership role in various major 
investigations and projects over the 
past several years. Among his train-

ing is advanced search warrant draft-
ing from the Winnipeg Police Service 
as well as major crimes investigation 
from the Canadian Police College. 

In 2015, Edwards assumed the role of 
K9 handler for the department, a job 
he continues with today. 

Edwards has also always made com-
munity a priority  and  is  involved  in  
volunteering  with  various  programs  
and  organizations, including on the 
executive of Manitoba Special Olym-
pics. 

“We feel that Scott possesses the 
necessary leadership skills, knowl-
edge and dedication to do the job that 
is required  for  this  position,” said 
Chief Brad Neduzak, who noted this 
promotion leaves  a  vacancy  in  the  
department’s constable  ranks, but it 
will not be fi lled in 2021.

Scott Edwards promoted to police sergeant

“IT WAS AN INTERESTING YEAR WITH ITS OWN SET OF 
CHALLENGES, BUT I WAS PRETTY PROUD OF WHAT WE 
WERE ABLE TO DO ...”

Sgt. Scott Edwards
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(204) 822-0327
AT YOUR DISPOSAL. Trash. Recycle. Compost.

Are you wanting to be a part of a growing team? 
Send your resume to: 

admin@mwmenviro.ca or for more 
information call (204) 822-0327

MWM Environmental is currently looking for

CLASS 3 
DRIVERS

By Voice staff

An accident on Hwy. 32 at the south 
end of Winkler slowed down traffi c 
for a time last Friday.

Emergency crews responded to a 
two-vehicle collision at the Prairie 
Dale Drive intersection just before 
noon on April 16.

Winkler Police report that a white 
Chevrolet Equinox was travelling 
north on the highway when it slowed 
and attempted to make a left turn 
onto Prairie View.  

The Equinox was struck by a south-

bound grey Grand Marquis resulting 
in signifi cant damage to both vehicles, 
both of which had to be towed from 
the scene.

The occupants of both vehicles were 
transported to the Boundary Trails 
Health Centre with minor injuries.

Police continue to investigate the in-
cident. They send out their thanks to 
members of the public who were driv-
ing by on Hwy. 32 for slowing down 
and following the directions of emer-
gency responders who were directing 
traffi c at the scene.

Minor injuries in Hwy. 32 collision

 WINKLER POLICE PHOTO WINKLER POLICE PHOTO

New VP for Emerado 
Centennial School
By Voice staff

Garden Valley School Division has announced that mid-
dle years teacher Cindy Klassen will be moving into the 
vice-principal/teacher position at Emerado Centennial 
School this fall. 

Klassen has worked for GVSD since 1999 serving mainly 
in Grades 4-8 at both Southwood School and Emerado.

“The middle school is a place in which students need to 
be active members, encouraged to pursue one’s talents 
and interests with positive clear boundaries,” Klassen 
says in her educational philosophy statement. “I believe it 
is important to develop trustworthy relationships not only 
with students, but with parents, staff, and the community 
as well.

“By having a strong team, students feel safe in the class-
room, and it will be an inviting and engaging place for all 
learners and a place where everyone feels successful.”
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(204) 822-0327

Do Recycle:

Don’t Recycle:

AT YOUR DISPOSAL. Trash. Recycle. Compost.

To help celebrate Earth Day, 
here are a few Recycling 

Do’s and Don’ts:

THANKS FOR LETTING US BE PART OF YOUR COMMUNITY!
TO DATE THIS YEAR WITH THE HELP OF MANITOBANS, MWM ENVIRONMENTAL 

HAS DIVERTED 126.605 TONNES OF COMPOST AND 687.185 TONNES OF RECYCLING.

The Future Is In
  Our Hands

Rural Municipality of Stanley

The actions we take today 
affect the future for generations.

Earth Day 2021: 
a focus on nature-
based solutions

The theme for this year’s Earth Day, which takes 
place on April 22, is Restore Our Earth. It’s based on 
the growing understanding that humans can do more 
than simply mitigate the impacts of climate change. In 
addition to transforming the world’s energy, urban 
and industrial systems, we can restore and use natural 
processes to combat climate change. 

CAPTURING CARBON
To reduce the amount of carbon dioxide in the 

atmosphere, the power of nature can be harnessed in a 
number of ways. Solutions include planting trees, 

restoring coastal wetlands and adopting agricultural 
practices that improve soil health. 

In addition to capturing carbon emissions from the 
air and sequestering them in plants, soil and sedi-
ments, restored ecosystems increase biodiversity and 
help provide cleaner air and water.

In fact, according to the Global Commission on 
Adaptation, these types of ecological restoration proj-
ects can provide one-third of the climate mitigation 
needed over the next decade to keep global warming 
below two degrees Celsius. 

INCREASING RESILIENCE
Communities ranging from rural towns to major 

cities can become more resilient against the impacts of 
climate change by restoring and protecting natural 
ecosystems. 

For example, restoring mangrove forests helps pro-
tect coastal regions from rising seas and storm surges. 
Doing so is significantly cheaper than building 
break waters and other infrastructure. 
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MB Big Bros/Big Sis teaming up for 50/50 raffl e
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The local Big Brothers Big Sisters 
(BBBS) is teaming up with its fel-
low mentoring agencies across the 
province for a mas-
sive fundraiser this 
spring.

Funds raised from 
the Better Together 
50/50 Raffl e will be 
split between BBBS 
of Brandon, Central 
Plains, Pembina Val-
ley, and Winnipeg.

The pot was at more 
than $3,000 at press 
time, with another week still to go un-
til tickets sales close on April 30.

“It’s pretty exciting. We’ve never 
done anything like this before,” says 
Pembina Valley executive director Jen-

elle Neufeld, who notes the various 
agencies usually run their own sepa-
rate fundraising campaigns.

The challenges of COVID-19 restric-
tions this past year, though, have seen 

many of the usual 
BBBS events can-
celled, so getting on 
board with an ini-
tiative like this is a 
blessing, she says. 

“We’ve had to come 
up with some out-of-
the-box ideas” this 
past year, Neufeld 
says, pointing in ex-
ample to the Big 

Night In at-home meal held last 
month. 

If you missed out on supporting that 

Tickets for the Better Tickets for the Better 
Together 50/50 in support Together 50/50 in support 
of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Big Brothers Big Sisters 
are on sale until April 30.are on sale until April 30.

“WE’VE NEVER 
DONE ANYTHING 
LIKE THIS BEFORE.”
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Continued on page 19
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Local composting company 
has big dreams for the future
By Lorne Stelmach

A Morden fi rm continues to make 
inroads and gain attention with its  
large-scale composting process.

Enviroclean Landfi ll Solutions uses 
continuous aerobic composting tech-
nology to re-purpose organic waste 
into a nutrient-dense compost.

The owners see huge potential for 
this to expand beyond where it is now 
with the facility processing the com-
post collected in the City of Morden.

“We call it upcycling, it’s not re-
cycling. It’s very environmentally 
friendly,” said co-owner Alvin Thies-
sen. “It is like the little composter in 
the backyard, only much larger and 
sped up. We control the components 
that go in that gives it the right mix, so 
it turns into very top grade A compost 
in 24 hours.”

“We saw something that had a lot 
of green potential, taking stuff out 
of landfi ll and making it into a use-

ful component that can grow food 
all over again instead of producing 
methane in a landfi ll,” said fellow co-
owner Hank Boschmann.

“It’s a 24-hour process that can run 
year-round. It’s not limited by winter 
or anything,” he added, noting Morden 
produces about 1,100 tonnes of green 
waste every year, so “if you eliminate 
1,100 tonnes from the landfi ll, you’re 
taking 100 tonnes of methane that’s 
not produced, which is huge.”

Enviroclean continues to refi ne its 
equipment and process, which makes 
use of aerobic rapid bio-digestion 
(RBD) machines. They process food 
and green waste effi ciently and in a 
controlled environment using aerobic 
composting, which involves the de-
composition of organic matter using 
microorganisms that require oxygen.

The process takes only one to two 
days from start to fi nish and it pro-
duces no leachate as most of the sur-
plus moisture is exhausted as water 

vapour.
The end result is high in critical crop 

nutrients and can be customized to 
suit crop-specifi c needs, maximize 
crop yields, and minimize environ-
mental impact.

Both Thiessen and Boschmann were 
attracted to this venture because they 
saw it as being innovative and having 
great potential.

“The fact you could take that kind of 
waste and turn it into something use-
ful within 24 hours kind of tweaked 
our interest. It was something that 
was about being green, and it was 
very current,” said Thiessen, who had 
been in the construction business.

“Here, we’re reversing the process. 
Instead of producing greenhouse 
gases in the landfi ll, we’re absorbing 
them out in the fi eld. That’s where we 
kind of get excited about it,” said Bos-
chmann, who had a background in ac-
counting but also built equipment.

They especially like the potential ap-
plications for the agricultural sector, 
as they understand that for every 100 

tonnes used there can be 2,800 tonnes 
of carbon removed.

“And it works not just one time, but 
it works for four or fi ve years and ab-
sorbs carbon out of the air,” said Bos-
chmann. 

“That’s the part that we’re testing 
now,” added Thiessen. “There’s lots 
of potential. It’s for gardening, it’s for 
lawns, it’s for organic farming and 
regular farming.”

“We see a lot of potential for this up 
on northern reserves, where they pay 
a lot of money to have fruits and veg-
etables fl own in, trucked in,” added 
Boschmann. “If they could take their 
own food waste, compost  it on their 
own properties, let’s say a municipal 
site ... put up a greenhouse and they 
could grow their own vegetables and 
fruits all year round.”

They have had interest and discus-
sions with places like Assiniboine 
Park Zoo about the technology, which 
they noted could be easily adapted by 

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Enviroclean Landfi ll Solutions co-owners Hank Boschmann (left) and 
Alvin Thiessen are excited about the company’s potential to expand 
far beyond the Morden area.

“THERE’S LOTS OF POTENTIAL. IT’S FOR GARDENING, IT’S 
FOR LAWNS, IT’S FOR ORGANIC FARMING AND REGULAR 
FARMING.”

Continued on page 19
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Keynote Speakers

Carolyn Klassen
“As human beings, we are wired for 
connection. We need relationship like we 
need food, water and oxygen. We all do 
better when we are in close and meaning-
ful relationship with others.“

Jeanette Bronée
“At the core of a thriving resilient human 
is our need for belonging and connection. 
By rethinking self-care, we can reconnect 
with our personal power and inner 
resilience and learn how to be more 
adaptable...”

Minn-Dak Growers, LTD
Grand Forks, ND - 701-746-7453

Dickinson, ND - 701-483-4528

From the Heartland... to the World
Committed to quality service by maintaining  
a highly integrated program in specialty crop 

processing, marketing, and research. 

Buckwheat, Mustard, & Safflower

Currently Purchasing & Contracting mustard, buckwheat and organic buckwheat on the open market

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Enviroclean process food and green waste by way of aerobic com-
posting, which creates a product that can be of great use for home 
gardeners and agricultural producers alike.

just scaling the number of RBD units.
“The potential is there. You could 

have one or you could have a hundred 
of these RBDs,” Thiessen said.

The duo also expressed gratitude for 
how well the City of Morden and the 
community have embraced compost-
ing.

“It’s nice to talk about green, but it’s 
costly to make it happen ... the City of 
Morden has stepped up to the plate,” 
said Boschmann. 

“The citizens of Morden are very 
diligent with their green containers ... 
it’s a community that has really been 
behind it,” agreed Thiessen.

The company recently received an 
incentive payment from the Manitoba 
government through a program that 
supports organic waste diversion, and 
Morden-Winkler MLA Cameron Fri-

esen offered his praise.
“This is one important way in which 

our government can partner with a 
group that is diverting from landfi ll 
and then also exploring the potential 
application of the compostable mate-
rial both for residential, commercial 
and agricultural uses,” he said.

“This is just an excellent company 
that fl ies under the radar right where 
we live,” Friesen continued. “I think 
few people understand the incredible 
reach of a company like Enviroclean 
but also the incredible potential.

“We’re very proud to have that com-
pany here in our community, and 
I believe the sky is the limit when it 
comes to what a company like this can 
do, what it can mean for how we are 
continuing to green our planet and 
our community.”

event, Neufeld hopes you’ll take a 
crack at winning the 50/50.

“I’m really hoping the pot keeps 
growing because that entices even 
more people to buy.” 

You can get tickets by heading 
online to www.pembinavalley.big-
brothersbigsisters.ca or calling 204-
988-8663. There are four tiers of tick-
et pricing ranging from $5 for one to 
$50 for 50. The winning ticket will be 
drawn on May 3.

BBBS Pembina Valley will use its 
share of the money raised to sup-
port its ongoing mentoring match-
es, which have had to fi nd new ways 
of connecting over the past year.

Neufeld says they have about a 20 
kids matched with volunteer men-
tors, either in the traditional men-
toring program or the in-school one.

The agency recently purchased 
iPads to facilitate virtual meetings 
between their in-school Bigs and 
Littles (who  usually get together 
weekly), and Neufeld hopes out-
door visits will be able to resume for 
traditional matches (who generally 
meet at least twice a month) once 

the weather warms up.
“We haven’t had anybody close a 

match [this past year], which is awe-
some. I consider that a huge win, 
because a lot of things can get lost 
in the shuffl e with all that’s going 
on these days,”she says, noting it’s 
been challenging to foster the kind 
of mentoring relationships BBBS 
strives for with COVID-19 throwing 
a wrench in the works. 

That’s why they’ve put a hold on 
starting up new matches for now, 
though anyone interested in becom-
ing a volunteer is invited to contact 
Neufeld to start the process and be 
placed on a wait list for once things 
start to return to normal.

“I want to give people the best op-
portunity to have successful match 
and I don’t think that meeting for 
the fi rst time virtually is giving 
them that best shot,” she says. “But 
we are still accepting applications, 
so if people are wanting to get in-
volved we are more than happy to 
take them. We just don’t know what 
things are going to look like for the 
next little while.”

 >  ENVIROCLEAN, FROM PG. 18
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What’s                 story?  Call 204-325-6888

 >  RAFFLE, FROM PG. 17
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Damaged tree still a valued part of Morden Park
By Lorne Stelmach

A storm damaged tree in Morden Park is con-
tinuing to provide some benefi t even though its 
days are numbered.

The elm tree located near the north end of the 
park was turned into what’s called a constructed 
wildlife tree after suffering signifi cant damage a 
few years ago, providing a place for birds to nest 
ever since.

“Part of the multitude of benefi ts the trees pro-
vide is wildlife habitat, so whether they’re alive or 
in this condition, they’re providing benefi ts to our 
urban wildlife,” explained Shawn Dias, an arbor-
ist and parks and forestry manager for the City of 
Morden.

“The majority of the top of this tree had broken, 
and it was unsafe, so we were faced with removal 
of the tree. Based on the structure and the main 
stem, we decided to leave it at about 18, 20 feet tall 
as a constructed wildlife tree,” Dias explained.

The tree will eventually decay and rot, but for 
now it can continue to be of some use.

“About two years later, we saw there was some 
woodpecker activity and a cavity formed ... and for 

sure last spring there was nesting pileated wood-
peckers,” Dias said, noting there are similar signs 
of activity there again this year as well.

It is just one example of some of the ways that 
the City of Morden aims to utilize the natural re-
sources available to the community.

A glance around the park also reveals some of 
the nesting boxes and wood duck nests that were 
made by local students a few years ago.

Morden Park is an especially valuable habitat 
“based on the size, based on the connection to 
features like the creek. It’s a great resource for the 
wildlife,” Dias suggested. “Because it’s in an urban 
setting, they co-exist with the residents here, and I 
think it’s mutually benefi cial to have the trees and 
to have the park but also have the people here en-
joying the park and the wildlife.”

Because of the importance of the park, it is vital 
that it be managed and maintained well, and Dias 
sees the city as really taking a proactive approach 
in many respects. 

“I think primarily our job is to ensure there’s a 
forested canopy here long term, so that means 
some replacement and renewal ... and create a safe 
environment for the public as well.

“Morden Park is def-
initely a gem ... and it 
is used frequently by 
lots of people, and it 
gets year round use,” 
he said, adding that is 
why the city is devel-
oping a master plan 
for not only this park 
but all green space in 
the community.

“Not only are we go-
ing to assess and look 
at our existing parks, 
we are going to look 
to the future in terms 
of creating new park 
space,” Dias said. 
“We’re going to start 
this year with build-

ing a new neighbourhood park, and from there we 
are going to have a long term plan.

“We value these parks and recreational spaces, and 
we will continue to improve, enhance, and grow our 
parks and our park amenities.”

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
This damaged tree has found a second life in 
Morden Park as what’s known as a constructed 
wildlife tree. Instead of taking it out, the city 
has fostered it as a habitat for wildlife, includ-
ing woodpeckers (left).

PHOTO BY NYOMI SAWATZKYPHOTO BY NYOMI SAWATZKY

By Voice staff

The snow on the ground this past 
week makes tick season seem a ways 
away still, but the creepy crawlies will 
be out before you know it.

To help Manitobans stay safe while 
out exploring the great outdoors, the 
provincial government has joined the 
eTick platform to help people better 
determine their risk of Lyme disease. 

“More and more Manitobans are ex-
ploring nature and the outdoors dur-
ing the pandemic. While this is a safe, 
healthy way to connect during the 
pandemic, we also want people to pay 
attention to reduce their risk of Lyme 
disease and other tick-borne illness-

es,” said Health Minister Heather Ste-
fanson in making the announcement 
last week. “The eTick program will 
ensure people can access rapid tick 
identifi cation and distribution maps, 
while enhancing the surveillance of 
tick species in Manitoba.”

Manitobans can submit pictures of 
ticks they might fi nd on themselves, a 
loved one, or a pet to the eTick pro-
gram for experts to identify.

Developed by Bishop’s University 
and funded by the Public Health 
Agency of Canada, the program is 
useful in fi guring out if a given tick 
belongs to a species capable of trans-
mitting the bacteria responsible for 
Lyme disease.

In addition to learning what spe-
cies of tick users have found, identi-
fi ed specimens are mapped to better 
outline the distribution and season-
ality of the various tick species. This 
information will help Manitobans un-
derstand where and when ticks have 
been found in precise areas of the 
province. 

A new mobile application has been 
developed to facilitate and streamline 
the submission of tick observations in 
Manitoba. It is now available for free 
download under the name eTick on 
the Apple App Store and Google Play. 

Don’t want to download the app? 
You can also submit your tick obser-
vations directly on the eTick website 

at www.etick.ca.
Blacklegged ticks, which can carry 

anaplasmosis, babesiosis and Lyme 
disease, are most commonly found 
within and along the edge of forests 
and in areas with thick, woody shrubs 
and other vegetation. These ticks are 
typically found between April and 
November (from snowmelt through 
snowfall), with adults most active in 
the spring and fall months.

To learn more about blacklegged 
ticks, tick disease, and prevention, 
visit www.gov.mb.ca/health/publi-
chealth/cdc/tickborne.

Manitoba joins eTick platform for expert identifi cation
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What’s                 story?  

We want to hear from you. 
The Winkler Morden Voice connects people 
through stories to build stronger communities.

Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be 
recognized by a local organization for volunteer service? 

A teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown 
hero? A sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or 

expansion? A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?
 A young entrepreneur starting out?

Please share your story ideas at 
news@winklermordenvoice.ca Phone 204-332-3456

WSD program helps 
kids get a head start
By Lorne Stelmach

Western School Division is promot-
ing the benefi ts of a program that 
aims to help children prepare for en-
tering Kindergarten.

Get Set for Kindergarten can be 
good for all children but especially 
those who could benefi t from a bit 
more support in the transition, say lo-
cal offi cials.

It focuses even on simple things 
like social interactions, typical school 
routines, and other aspects of basic 
school readiness, noted facilitator and 
longtime teacher Lavone 
Penner.  

“The program gives 
children the opportu-
nity to experience what 
Kindergarten will be like 
before the fi rst day of 
school,” she explained. 
“Children are able to 
make new friends and 
practise important skills 
like following directions 
and taking turns as well 
as grow in their literacy 
and numeracy skills.

“We hope that this pro-
gram will be a positive experience 
and that they will have a positive take 
on what Kindergarten will be like.”

“It has been offered for quite a few 
years ... and we’re trying our best to 
maintain something with a legacy of 
having worked well,” added interim 
assistant superintendent Marianne 
Fenn, who noted there have been a 
few changes to the program this year 
given the pandemic restrictions.

Because of a shortage of space in the 
schools and the need for physical dis-

tancing, the City of Morden has been 
able to provide temporary space in 
the Access Event Centre in one of the 
areas not zoned off for the vaccination 
clinic, and they are hoping to make 
ample use of outdoor spaces as well 
in the months ahead.

“Our schools are so full under 
regular circumstances, but they are 
exceptionally full right now,” said 
Fenn. “We’re lucky to have been able 
to partner with the city to have this 
space available for us to use and still 
continue the best we can with a pro-
gram that’s going to help introduce 

them to the routines and 
concepts and ideas that 
will benefi t them.”

Get Set For Kindergar-
ten usually runs from 
February to June and is 
done in groups of six to 
eight kids at a time to 
keep it to a manageable 
number.

WSD is providing fam-
ilies with a resource kit 
with some tools, games, 
activities and other ma-
terial that comes in a re-
usable cloth bag with a 

binder with re-writable and reusable 
activity templates. Every child who is 
registered for Kindergarten next year 
will get one regardless of whether 
they attend Get Set for Kindergarten.

The division offers a delivery service 
for students who need to be home as 
their place for learning, and what has  
been dubbed the “Pony Express” will 
also take care of the delivery of these 
resource packages over the next sev-
eral weeks.  

“My hope is that this bag of activities 

will be used by parents and guardians 
to help their child develop the skills 
that will be required of them in Kin-
dergarten, such as holding their writ-
ing utensil with a proper grip, being 
able to cut with scissors and working 
with letters and numbers,” explained 
Penner.

“I believe that the practice done at 

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Western School Division’s Lavone Penner and Marianne Fenn with the 
Get Set for Kindergarten activity packages going out to help kids pre-
pare to enter school this fall. They’re packed full of educational good-
ies (left).

SUPPLIED PHOTOSUPPLIED PHOTO

home will be ex-
tremely benefi -
cial for the child, 
particularly for 
them to be able 
to approach new 
learning situa-
tions with confi -
dence.” 

Fenn urged 
families to not 
only fi nd out 
more about this 
program if inter-
ested but also to 
ensure their chil-
dren are enrolled 
for Kindergarten 
this fall as soon 
as possible.

Anyone who lives within the WSD 
boundaries who has a child born in 
2016 who is eligible for Kindergarten 
next year is encouraged to contact 
the division offi ce or the early years 
school in their catchment area for in-
formation about how to get their chil-
dren registered.

“CHILDREN ARE 
ABLE TO MAKE 
NEW FRIENDS 
AND PRACTISE 
IMPORTANT 
SKILLS ...”
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PVHS, Genesis House Pet Safe program looking for foster homes
By Lorne Stelmach

A joint initiative between the Pem-
bina Valley Humane Society and Gen-
esis House is aiming to help protect 
the pets as well as the families.

The Pet Safe program will provide 
temporary foster homes for pets while 
their owners seek safety from domes-
tic violence. 

The aim is to ensure women and 
children are able to leave a potentially 
violent situation without the fear of 
having to leave pets behind—a con-
cern the shelter has heard many times 
from people accessing their services.

“I have pets myself, and I always 
have thought I could not leave them 
behind,” said executive director Ang 
Braun, who recalled the feeling she 
had early on as a worker when a 
woman returned to her home because 
the shelter could not accommodate 
her pet.

“We’ve heard lots of sad stories,” she 
continued, explaining pets “often are 
used as a tool to manipulate the vic-
tim. They’re used as leverage to keep 
a person from leaving the relationship 
or even to show a person what could 
potentially happen to them.”

The humane society has been in 
talks with Genesis House about this 

issue for some time, says board mem-
ber Tanya Rempel.

“There is a program in Winnipeg 
but nothing to really serve anywhere 
outside of the city,” she said. “I think 
it had kind of been talked about for 
a number of years at the shelter 
but they hadn’t been able to do the 
groundwork to get it started.

“I don’t think people would real-

 PVHS PHOTOS
Got space in your home for a few furry temporary visitors? Genesis 
House and the Pembina Valley Humane Society want to hear from you 
for their new Pet Safe program, which will provide temporary foster 
care for pets of women escaping domestic violence.

Bergen makes the rounds
 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Right: Portage-Lisgar MP and deputy Conservative leader Candice Bergen tried her hand at pouring a pint at Rendezvous Brewery in Morden 
Friday. Bergen spent a couple days in the Morden and Winkler area to connect with a variety of local businesses, including Bella’s Castle (left), 
where she helped Chris and Lily Krushel mark the reopening and rebranding of their patio as The Courtyard. “I just want to connect with small 
businesses especially and not for profi ts,” said Bergen. “I’m hearing how COVID is affecting people, affecting their livelihoods, affecting their 
mental health ... just hearing the message that they want me to bring back to Ottawa, which is overwhelmingly that we want to be able to get 
back to normal.”

mals a break from the shelter, but 
they’re hoping to tap into a new group 
with the Pet Safe program.

“We’re pretty maxed out as far as 
fosters, so we’re hoping other people 
will be interested in the program,” 
Rempel said.

Braun said it was hard to assess at 
this point what the level of need may 
be for this service.

“We won’t know how well it works 
until we start trying it out, so that’s 
where we are now,” she said, noting 
they are already asking families now 
about pets. “We have added the ques-
tion to our forms. Now we will have 
an option for when we ask that ques-
tion.

“It may not be perfect, but it will be 
better than nothing,” Braun said. “We 
still need to have that backup plan on 
site, but will be able to move the pets 
to a better quality setting shortly after 
they get here.”

Rempel noted the humane society 
welcomes the opportunity to work in 
partnership with another community 
organization like Genesis House.

“Our board has really been focused 
on what we can do for the community. 
We feel we have a lot more we can of-
fer other than adoption services,” she 
said. “It brings more awareness to the 
shelter but also shows that there is a 
lot more to the humane society than 
just adopting out animals.”

If you are interested in more infor-
mation about becoming a foster, you 
can contact the humane society at 
204-822-9413 or go online to www.
pvhsociety.ca.

“A LOT OF PEOPLE ARE SCARED TO LEAVE THEIR PETS 
BEHIND BECAUSE THEY’RE WORRIED THEIR PARTNER 
MIGHT TAKE IT OUT ON THEIR PETS.”

ize that this is a barrier, but for a lot 
of people, that’s part of their family, 
and they’re not going to leave their 
pet behind, and that was especially so 
during COVID,” Rempel said. “There’s 
quite a bit of a link between the two. 
A lot of people are scared to leave the 
pets behind because they’re worried 
their partner might take it out on the 
pets.”

The humane society is anticipating 
foster homes will be needed for be-
tween one to four weeks. All supplies 
will be provided to care for a pet, but 
fosters may need to be available on 
short notice. They’re especially look-
ing for homes able to take in cats.

PVHS does already have a roster of 
foster families they use to give ani-
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By Ashleigh Viveiros

A new 50+ condo community is slat-
ed to go in at the corner of Platinum 
Rd. and Gemstone Dr. this summer, 
and Choice Realty’s Wes Harder notes 
it’s been some time since Winkler has 
seen a 50+ project like this.

“It’s been a number of years since 
we’ve had something that’s been tar-
geted to that kind of semi-retired, 
getting to be an empty-nester type 
community,” he said, explaining the 
development, being built by Pinnaco, 
is aimed a few years younger than 
the usual 55+ development and ca-
ters specifi cally to people looking for 
less of the typical responsibilities that 
come with standalone home owner-
ship.

“They went 50+ here in the hopes of 
targeting some of those individuals ... 

who are not looking for high-rise liv-
ing yet but they wouldn’t mind the 
idea of more carefree living where 
they can do some travelling and what-
not. It’s a condo, so all the yard care 
and snow removal is taken care of.”

The two-building development, 
dubbed Platinum Place, will include 
14 one-level units ranging in size 
from 1,200-1,300 sq. ft. with one to two 
bedrooms and heated garages. Prices 
start at $299,900.

“It’s going to have much more of the 
feel of still your own detached home, 
even though it is attached,” Harder 
said, explaining there are no common 
areas in the facility and people have a 
chance to customize the interior spac-
es if they get on board before they’re 
built.

That northwest corner of Winkler 
has been growing in leaps and bounds 

TheFunnies

A look back at improvements 
to Dead Horse Creek
By Marjorie Hildebrand

The Dead Horse Creek winds beau-
tifully through the Burwalde district. 
The banks are lined with greenery 
and shrubs of all descriptions. Some 
wild fruit trees like plums, cherries 
and grapes add taste as well as color.

Farm yards are established along its 
banks, obviously 
long before the 
days of modern 
plumbing meth-
ods. Some yards 
have experienced 
trouble when 
spring run-off 
has been blocked 
by debris and ice, 
inundating the 
property. During 
the 1960s an attempt was made to al-
leviate this problem when the creek 
had a few bends eliminated and large 
culverts replaced bridges.

However that was not enough and in 
1977-78, with modern technology and 
engineering, the water was rechan-
neled by straightening out the creek 
to bypass the yards of the Froeses, the 

Peters, the Browns, the Banmans, the 
former George Wiebes, and others 
along the way. 

The Norman Braun yard was newly 
landscaped as the creek was widened, 
cleaned and the banks raised to pro-
tect the yard.

Today there are no more fl oods as 
we knew them years ago. The engi-
neering work done in 1978 has helped 
avoid the overfl owing banks. There 
are trails for biking, hiking and cross-
country skiing in the Burwalde woods, 
trails all the way from short jaunts in 
the Froese woods to a fi ve kilometre 
hike all the way to Don Wiebe’s farm.

Phil Froese has also capitalized on 
the water in the creek and with the 
help of a beaver, dammed up water 
for a 600 metre ice rink for his family’s 
use in the winter.

Marjorie Hildebrand is the author of Re-
fl ections of a Prairie Community. Heritage 
Highlights, supplied by the Winkler Heri-
tage Society, introduces readers to the peo-
ple, places and things that still impact us 
today. Learn more about the society’s work 
and how you can support it at winklerher-
itagesociety.ca.

Heritage 
Highlights

New 50+ condos going in on Platinum Rd.

 SUPPLIED IMAGE
A new 50+ condo community is being built in northwest Winkler this 
summer.

in recent years. The area is now home 
to multiple residential developments, 
commercial proprieties, and green 
spaces.

“For so long it was very up and com-
ing ... but now there’s so much hap-
pening out there,” Harder said, point-
ing out Northlands Parkway now 
connects the area all the way across 

the north end of town. “A lot more 
people feel like they’re connected up 
there then they were a few years ago.”

Construction starts this summer 
with an eye to having the fi rst people 
start moving in by late fall. 

Sales went live this week, so check 
local real estate listings for further de-
tails.

getinformedtinformedNEWS  >  VIEWS  >  WINKLER  >  MORDEN  >  SURROUNDING AREAS
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2021 Manitoba Budget offers some Type 1 diabetes coverage
By Becca Myskiw

The 2021 Manitoba Budget that came out earlier 
this month was a huge win for Type 1 diabetes fi ght-
ers.

Elm Creek mom Heidi Boyachek is most excited 
about the government’s announcement that they 
will be establishing a new program to pay the costs 
of continuous glucose monitors (CGMs) for youth 
under 25 years old. They will also be raising the age 
limit of the insulin pump from 18 to 25.

The CGM device is essentially a small disposable 
sensor that sits just under the skin, attached to a 
wearable pack. They measure the amount of sugar 
in the blood every couple of minutes and send that 
readings to a smart phone, letting the person in 
charge know if everything is good. The CGM device 
also gives warnings when the person’s blood sugar 
is too high or too low.

When a diabetic’s blood sugar is too low, they can 
lose consciousness, have a seizure, go into a coma, 
or die. If it’s too high, they can go into diabetic ke-
toacidosis (DKA), which is when the body starts fi ll-
ing with acid and goes into a coma. This can also 
lead to death. Both extremes also come with their 
own mental side effects.

Boyachek’s daughter, Hayley, was diagnosed with 
Type 1 diabetes when she was three. She was fi nger 
pricking herself up to 10 times a day and essentially 
leaving her health, and by extension her life, up to 
chance.

Now, Hayley uses a CGM device, something the 
Boyachek’s have had to pay out-of-pocket for. She 
said Pharmacare covers $2,920 a year, or 3,650 test 
strips. Each sensor in the CGM device lasts for 10 
days and each one is $100. The transmitter in the 
sensor is around $300, making it an annual cost of 
$3,588.

Hayley was also just approved for an insulin 

pump, which is a device that will constantly pump 
a small amount of insulin into her body. Boyachek 
said those are around another $400 a month. So, the 
budget announcement was very exciting for them 
even though they don’t yet know how the new pro-
grams are going to work.

“For us personally it’s exciting but I instantly felt 
bad for all the people in our community who are 
over 25,” she said. “On your birthday, it doesn’t just 
go away.”

Boyachek is part of a group of Manitobans fi ght-
ing for Type 1 diabetes coverage in healthcare. After 
doing the Great Manitoban Finger Prick Challenge, 
she’s positive it was their group who prompted this 
budget announcement.

MLA for Midland Blaine Pedersen said this will 
make Manitoba comparable to other provinces. He 
said there’s never an end to the need in healthcare, 
but this is a great improvement from where the 
province was.

But their work isn’t over, she said. They’ll continue 
to fi ght for total coverage for all ages and they’re 
working on getting resources for teachers in the 
classroom.

Right now, children with Type 1 diabetes don’t 
qualify for an education assistant (EA) in the class-
room and are expected to know how to prick their 
own fi ngers and treat their own lows. The group 
Boyachek is part of will be fi ghting for schools to get 
the support they need to give these children an EA.

However, she’s happy her daughter will have even 
a little bit of coverage for a part of her life. Boyachek 
is also excited for those who didn’t have a CGM de-
vice before to get one now—it changed her family’s 
lives. 

“It’s comforting knowing that as parents of kids 
with T1D you feel like you’re always educating and 
trying to bring awareness…it’s a victory to feel like 
you’ve been heard and understood,” she said.

 SUBMITTED PHOTO
Hayley Boyachek, 6, with her CGM device. 
The Manitoba government announced CGM 
coverage for Type 1 diabetics up to 25 years of 
age in their 2021 budget.

Elm Creek woman fi ghting to save lives with petition
By Becca Myskiw

An Elm Creek woman is fi ghting for 
a safer Highway 2 and Highway 13 in-
tersection.

Elizabeth Dyck has started a petition 
asking for better infrastructure at the 
Elm Creek intersection in hopes of 
saving lives. 

The last accident at the corner Dyck 
recalls happened on Feb. 28, 2020. A 
34-year-old man from Haywood go-
ing east on Hwy. 2 was struck by a 
semi-truck going south on Hwy. 13. 
The Haywood man died at the scene 
and left behind a wife and two chil-
dren.

That accident was just one of 13 
causing injuries and death between 
2011 and 2020. 

“It just got me thinking…how many 
more accidents do we have to see, 

how many more death tolls, how 
many more lives are going to be lost?” 
said Dyck.

Dyck and her husband have two 
children who come to visit them from 
St. Claude often, travelling Hwy.2 
similar to the 43-year-old man from 
Haywood. 

“I just don’t want anybody to die,” 
she said.

Neither do her neighbours and fel-
low community members. Plenty of 
them, she said, have had close calls at 
the intersection and they’ve all been 
looking for a way to change that. Hwy. 
13 is a thoroughfare from the Trans-
Canada Hwy., busy with semi-trucks 
day in and day out. Hwy. 2 is a straight 
route from southern Manitoba to 
Winnipeg, busy with commuters ev-
ery day.

In other words, the Hwy. 2 and Hwy. 

13 intersection at Elm Creek is always 
busy and Dyck said the majority of 
the accidents there come from some-
one either north or southbound run-
ning a stop sign. 

“I wish I could just stand there and 
fl ash a sign all day long that says, 
‘Could you please stop? It’s a matter 
of lives,’” said Dyck.

A while ago there were fl ashing 
amber lights and a larger stop sign 
added to the intersection, but Dyck’s 
research shows it hasn’t worked. So, 
her petition is asking for signatures 
of people who believe there should be 
better infrastructure there.

She wants traffi c lights put there or 
a roundabout similar to the one just 
outside of Oak Bluff. Her petition 
also states they want additional turn-
ing lanes for school buses and the 
reduced speed zone to be a school 

speed zone.
To get that done, Dyck will person-

ally be bringing in the signed petition 
once she feels it has enough signa-
tures to MLA Ron Schuler who is also 
the minister of infrastructure. 

To sign the petition, go to https://se-
cure.avaaz.org/community_petitions/
en/manitoba_infrastructure_lets_
make_a_change_in_our_infrastruc-
ture_and_save_lives/?rc=fb&utm_
s o u r c e = s h a r e t o o l s & u t m _
m e d i u m = f a c e b o o k & u t m _
campaign=petition-1197244-lets_
m a ke _ a _ ch a n g e _ i n _ o u r _ i n f r a -
structure_and_save_lives&utm_
term=rihcsb%2Ben&fbclid=IwAR1_
LFSo9LfA-vvXL1nV8XZD5UHDr-
U5ns-4zM3wKgGA9LcZ00uJDgbc-
N7o.

Check out the Winkler Morden Voice online at www.winklermordenvoice.ca
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INSIDE  >  OUTSIDE >  UPSIDE DOWN

Tookenay signs with Norwich U
By Voice staff

Former Winkler Flyers forward Ian 
Tookenay is university-bound this fall.

The junior team announced last 
week  that Tookenay has committed to 
NCAA Norwich University for 2021-
2022.

“Tooks was a perfect fi t from day 
one, on the ice and in the room,” Fly-
ers head coach Kelvin Cech said in a 
statement. “He gave me a lot of great 
backchecking clips, and I speak for his 
coaches and his teammates when I 
say that we’re proud of him. His dedi-

cation and character paid off and he’s 
now a college man.”

With the rest of the MJHL season 
cancelled due to COVID-19, Tookenay 
fi nished out 2020-2021 with the Ot-
tawa Junior Senators.

During his junior hockey career, 
Tookenay played 185 games and 
scored 111 points (41 goals, 70 assists).

“I would like to thank the Winkler 
Flyers for giving me the opportunity 
to play for such an excellent organiza-
tion,” Tookenay said, adding the team 
helped “build me into the person and 
player I am today and I wouldn’t have 

traded anything in the world for my 
time spent in Winkler.”

Tookenay also thanked his team-
mates, billet family, and all the local 
fans for their support.

“I will never forget the incredible at-
mosphere in the rink.”

Former Winkler Flyers forward Ian 
Tookenay will play in the NCAA for 
Norwich University this fall.
 

FACEBOOK.COM/WINKLERFLYERS

New co-ed youth soccer league raring to go 
By Lorne Stelmach

A new Pembina Valley youth soccer 
league is set to go this spring as long 
as conditions and restrictions allow.

It is a co-ed league for boys and girls 
aged nine to 14 with U10, U12 and U14 
teams in Winkler, Morden, Altona, 
Carman, Elm Creek and Miami. 

The tentative plan is for the season 
to kickoff May 3 and run on Monday, 

Wednesday, and Thursday nights 
until June 30, and local organizers in 
Winkler and Morden are seeing good 
interest. 

“There are a lot of families involved 
in this sport ... it’s all inclusive, come 
out and learn something and have 
some fun,” said Wes Harder, who is 
involved with the Winkler Wild pro-
gram, which has about 90 kids regis-
tered for the season.

 WINKLER PARKS AND RECREATION PHOTO 
Fresh pickleball lines are in place at Lion’s Park in Winkler this 
springs thanks to a partnership between Winkler Pickleball, the 
Winkler Senior Centre, and Winkler Parks and Recreation. 

Harder described it as a semi-com-
petitive league but “with the goal that 
every  player gets equal playing time.

“We don’t have formal tryouts. In 
Winkler, we do a player assessment 
day, where we make sure the teams 
that we’re creating are balanced, that 
we don’t have one team that’s com-
pletely stacked,” he noted.

“We have some players who have 
been playing soccer since they were 
in kindergarten and younger and 
for some, this will be their fi rst year,” 
Harder added. “So, for sure it’s fun. 
We want to get the kids out there and 
get them active ... we also do want to 
see these players develop.”

“If any kids want to play ... we don’t 
want to reject anyone,” said Nuno 
Sousa, who is involved with the Mor-
den program.

It attracted over 50 kids to register, 
and Sousa was particularly pleased to 
see a good number of girls sign up.

“The U12, I think, we have more girls 
than boys playing this year. That’s 
awesome to see,” he said. “I really love 
soccer ... I play and coach ... and we 
love to see that the girls are starting to 
get in more ... a group that really loves 
soccer and really likes to play soccer.”

Sousa also sees the league as strik-
ing balance between competiveness 
and fun.

“It’s not just a recreational league ... 
they enjoy the games ... but the kids 
are really putting in an effort,” he said, 
adding that mix is a great way for fam-

ilies to get into the sport.
“The feedback I’m getting [from 

the other communities] is that they 
are having the same level of interest 
in this program. We are seeing more 
kids wanting to play.”

Sousa sees the area as having a good 
core soccer community owing in part 
to the fact that it’s such an accessible 
sport.

“Anyone can play. The only things 
they need are cleats and shin guards 
and the will to play. All you need then 
is the ball and the fi eld,” he said.

“We are not looking for kids with 
skills. We accept any level ... one who 
is playing for the fi rst time or the one 
who is fi ve, six or seven years in the 
game. It’s nice that they can play to-
gether and they evolve.”

“Soccer, being such a multicultural 
sport, it brings a lot of people togeth-
er, and that’s always exciting to see,” 
agreed Harder.

The league is looking for more peo-
ple to get involved as volunteers. All 
you need, stress Harder and Sousa, 
is a basic understanding of the game 
and a desire to give back to the com-
munity. 

“The biggest challenge we face for 
sure is fi nding coaches ... we are al-
ways looking for people who can help 
in different capacities,” said Harder.

You can fi nd more information on-
line at www.leaguelineup.com/wel-
come.asp?url=scys as well as South 
Central Youth Soccer on Facebook.

Ready for pickleballReady for pickleball
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Baseball Canada cancels 2021 National Championships 
From Baseball  Canada
 

Due to the ongoing concerns sur-
rounding the COVID-19 pandemic 
and taking into consideration the re-
alities of hosting national level com-
petitions for communities, Baseball 
Canada’s board of directors have 
made the diffi cult decision to cancel 
all 2021 Baseball Canada National 
Championships scheduled for August 

and September. 
“The health and safety of all of our 

members is our fi rst priority and 
with that said we felt that there was 
no other choice but to cancel all of 
our national tournaments for 2021,” 
said Baseball Canada president Jason 
Dickson. “When you consider all of 
the elements that go into a national 
championship including provincial 
qualifi cation events, inter-provincial 

travel, shared accommodations and 
the strain that running champion-
ships in a safe manner would entail 
for host committees, this was the best 
decision for all parties involved.”

Although Baseball Canada has 
made the decision to cancel national 
championships for a second consecu-
tive year, the federation would like to 
clearly state that baseball is not can-
celled by any means across the coun-

try.
“Our provincial members and local 

associations proved in 2020 that by 
working with their local health offi -
cials in providing a safe environment 
that a baseball experience can be en-
joyed for participants,” said Dickson. 
“We are confi dent that our member-
ship can enjoy our sport again in 2021.”

Roland’s Allison makes glorious NHL debut 
By Ty Dilel lo 

With the Philadelphia Flyers seem-
ingly out of the playoff picture with 
a few weeks to go in the season, they 
made a decision last week to call up 
some of their talented minor league 
players and give them some games 
and experience with the big-league 
club.

One of those players the Flyers 
called up was Roland’s Wade Allison, 
who had nine points in eight games 
this season with the AHL’s Lehigh Val-
ley Phantoms.

Allison made his long-awaited de-
but on April 15 and played a signifi -
cant role in his team’s 2-1 shootout 
victory over the Pittsburgh Penguins.

“It’s been a long road,” said Allison. 
“There have been a lot of ups, a lot 
of downs, but I did it. It’s pretty cool, 
something I’ll remember forever, 
something that nobody can ever take 
from me. It’s pretty special.”

Allison got started in hockey at a 
young age in his hometown of Ro-
land (Myrtle) and spent many years 
playing his minor hockey all across 
southern Manitoba in towns such as 
Carman, Morris, Lowe Farm, Winkler 
and Altona. 

He primarily played in the Carman 
minor hockey program and attended 
Carman Collegiate before heading to 
the United States. 

“I got into hockey at the age of fi ve 
but started skating when I was four,” 
recalled Allison. “Pretty much every-
one in Canada living in a small town 
has to play hockey or at least try it, 
and I was no different as I fell in love 
with it right away. My dad built a rink 
on the farm, so my siblings and I were 
able to get out and skate around all 
the time, many times when it was -30 
out there!”

After playing at home with the Pem-
bina Valley Hawks, Allison headed to 
the United States where he played for 
the Omaha AAA Lancers 16U team 

and later with the Tri-City Storm of 
the USHL.

He was drafted by the Flyers in 
2016 and went on to spend the next 
four years playing college hockey at 
Western Michigan University. Allison 
ended his four-year run at Western 
Michigan by scoring 97 points in 106 
games with a plus-30 rating.

On March 27, 2020, Allison signed 
an entry-level contract with Philadel-
phia. He attended training camp with 
the Flyers and started the season in 
the AHL to get a feel for the profes-
sional game while also still recovering 
from an off-season ankle injury.

He was called up to the Flyers’ taxi 
squad on April 10 and a few nights 
later was making his NHL debut.

For his fi rst NHL game, Allison skat-
ed on a line at right wing with Win-
nipegger Nolan Patrick and Oskar 
Lindblom and even saw some time on 
the team’s power play with NHL stars 
Jakub Voracek and Claude Giroux.

“They’re both pretty sweet players; 
they both make tremendous plays,” 
Allison said of his teammates. “They 
know what’s going on. They play the 
game right, so it was real easy for me 

to just slide in there and try to con-
tribute.”

Just two nights later, the 23-year-old 
Allison scored his fi rst NHL goal in a 
6-3 loss to the Washington Capitals. 
It came in the third period as Allison 
fi nished off a beautiful passing play 
by Giroux and Kevin Hayes on the 
power play to get his Flyers within 
one goal.

“I have to go out and buy Hayes a 
dinner because it doesn’t get much 
easier than that one,” Allison said af-
terwards. “But to get your fi rst NHL 
goal in only your second game is 
something very special to me and ob-
viously, just like my fi rst game, some-
thing I’ll never forget.”

Allison has adjusted very well in his 
fi rst couple of games with the Flyers 
and his coach hinted to the press after 
he scored his fi rst goal that there’s a 
good chance he’ll be sticking around 
for the rest of the season if he keeps 
playing at the same pace.

 PHOTO SUBMITTED
Roland’s Wade Allison made his NHL debut last week for the Philadel-
phia Flyers and scored his fi rst big-league goal in just his second game 
with the club. 

Allison and the Philadelphia Flyers 
defeated the Pittsburgh Penguins 
2-1 in a shootout on April 15.

Allison celebrates his fi rst NHL 
goal.
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Do you have a 
Health or Wellness 

Business?
Call The Winkler 
Morden Voice at 
204-467-5836 
to advertise

> MEAL IDEAS> MEAL IDEAS
get inspired

Orange Shrimp 
Quinoa Bowls

Orange Juice Shrimp 
Quinoa Bowls

Florida Sunshine 
Grapefruit 
Smoothie

Serves: 2
1 cup quinoa
1 cup orange juice
1 tablespoon hot sauce
1 tablespoon honey
1 tablespoon soy sauce
4 tablespoons vegetable oil
1 tablespoon lime juice
1 tablespoon white miso
1/4 cup butter
1 1/2 pounds shrimp, peeled, deveined 

and tails removed
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/8 teaspoon pepper
1 cup mushrooms, sliced
1 red bell pepper, diced

Servings: 2
2 cups water
1 cup quinoa
1 cup Florida Orange Juice
1 tablespoon hot sauce
1 tablespoon honey
1 tablespoon soy sauce
6 tablespoons vegetable oil, divided
2 tablespoons lime juice
1 tablespoon white miso
1 1/2 pounds shrimp, peeled and dev-

eined
1/4 teaspoon kosher salt
1/8 teaspoon ground black pepper
1 bell pepper, diced
1 English cucumber, sliced into half 

moons

1 cucumber, sliced into half moons
5 green onions, sliced
1 avocado, sliced
1 teaspoon sesame seeds
2 tablespoons cilantro, chopped
Cook quinoa according to package in-

structions. Set aside.
In medium bowl, whisk orange juice, 

hot sauce, honey, soy sauce, vegetable 
oil, lime juice and miso until combined. 
Pour one-quarter of liquid into separate 
bowl. Set aside.

Add shrimp to remaining mixture and 
marinate 15 minutes.

Heat large skillet over medium heat 
with butter. Add shrimp, salt and pepper. 
Cook 2 minutes on each side until pink. 
Add mushrooms and cook until tender.

In two serving bowls, divide quinoa, 
bell pepper, cucumber, onions, avocado 
and shrimp. Sprinkle sesame seeds and 
cilantro over both bowls.

Drizzle with reserved dressing.

3 scallions, sliced
1 avocado, sliced
1 teaspoon sesame seeds
2 tablespoons cilantro, chopped
In pot, bring water to boil.
Add quinoa, reduce to simmer, cover 

and cook 15 minutes. Fluff with fork.
In bowl, whisk orange juice, hot sauce, 

honey, soy sauce, 4 tablespoons vegeta-
ble oil, lime juice and miso. Remove half 
and set aside.

Add shrimp to remaining half and mar-
inate 15 minutes.

Heat large skillet over medium-high 
heat and add remaining oil.

Season shrimp with salt and pepper 
then add shrimp to wok and saute, cook-
ing approximately 2 minutes per side 
until pink and cooked through.

Place 1/2 cup quinoa in bowl and top 
with bell pepper, cucumber, scallions, 
avocado and shrimp.

Drizzle with dressing that was set aside 
and garnish with sesame seeds and ci-
lantro.

Servings: 1
1  cup Florida Orange Juice
1/2  cup Florida Grapefruit Juice
1  ripe banana
1/2  cup low-fat vanilla yogurt
1/2  teaspoon vanilla extract
In blender, blend orange juice, grape-

fruit juice, banana, yogurt and vanilla 
extract until smooth. Serve immediately.

Photo courtesy of Getty Images 
(smoothie)

Expert patient here to help!
By Susie Schwartz

In honour of my birthday and the 
concept of ‘born naked,’ here’s an 
‘exposé’ into the sometimes awk-
ward and revealing nature of being 
a patient. What to do?

Laugh and laugh some more.
Let me throw out a couple of 

terms here: ‘Alert colonoscopy’, 
‘Standing Bladder Stress Test’ and 
‘Defecating Proctogram’. If you 
are brave, look up the last two and 
then picture me in a room fi lled 
with a medical cheerleading squad. 
‘You’re doing great! You’ve got this! 
Keep going!’ I tell you this so that 
you know I know – I get it. Being a 
patient can be em.bar.rass.ing.

I won’t lie. That proctogram was 
rock bottom for me in this de-
partment. And okay, I was in such 
shock, I didn’t laugh immediately, 
but I sure have whilst telling the 
story ever since. (It’s grrrreat for 
parties.) I’m learning there is a dif-
ference between feeling vulner-
able and being vulnerable.  One 
speaks to having a sense of choice 
and the other, not. Laughter has 
saved me when feeling exposed or 
vulnerable. 

A side perk to this? No matter 
what shape or size, this sure helps 
one become comfortable with their 
body. (Maybe a little too comfort-
able? Think: Pulling an insulin 
pump out of my bra whilst eating 
dinner at a wedding reception. 
Oops!) Seriously though, we are 
all human and there are few varia-
tions on our ‘parts’. And the medi-
cal professionals that see it all, re-
ally do see it all. What is more than 
awkward to us is normal to them. 
They don’t really care what we look 
like with our clothes off. Bellies are 
bellies are bellies. (Caveat: I recog-

nize there can be cases of abuse in 
a medical setting, and this is not 
to minimalize the impact on those 
who have been exploited. I’m ter-
ribly sorry if this has happened to 
you.) 

I just want you to know it is okay 
to laugh – if not in the moment 
(which I recommend as being the 
best - chuckling with the nurse 
whose job is to walk you down the 
aisle to your colonoscopy) - then  
laugh later, when you can ver-
bally share your ‘I had my gown 
on backwards and it wouldn’t stay 
fastened’ quandary, with a trusted 
friend. You’ll feel better about it, 
obsess less about the embarrass-
ment, and I almost guarantee the 
belly laugh will make your friend’s 
day! 

Happy Birthday (Suit)!
Less health stress, yes?
A published author and motiva-

tional speaker, Susie currently lives 
in the UK. She welcomes feedback 
and questions. Find her on FB @
medicalmissstress , Instagram @
medicalmiss_stress and her web-
site lesshealthstress.com 

Susie Schwartz



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery and 
autos. NO ITEM TOO 
LARGE! Best prices 
paid, cash in hand. 
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Do you own rental 
property in Winnipeg? 
Are you tired of dealing 
with long term renters 
and the mess they can 
leave? We can provide 
you with a different op-
tion to earn a rental 
income. Pawluk Realty 
204-890-8141.

GOLF
Roland Golf Club - 
Openings for singles 
or teams Wednesday 
Night Ladies - contact 
Laurie 204-750-1326; 
Tuesday Night Men’s - 
contact Mitch 204-745-
0069. League only fee 
- $234.00/person.

FIND THE RIGHT 
PERSON FOR 
THE POSITION

with an  

EMPLOYMENT/
CAREERS AD in

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

325-6888

Classifi eds Book Your Classifi ed Ad 
Today - Call 204-325-6888 or Email 

ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

Everything is on one level, indoor heated 
parking is available, common rooms for 
socializing and gatherings (when safe), 
lunches are available 5 days per week, 

hairdresser salon is in the building. Suites are 
spacious with open concept, walk-in pantry, 

utility room is ready for you to bring your own 
washer and dryer, fridge, stove and dishwash-

er are provided. All suites have an outside 
entrance and are connected inside through 

common hallways. All suites have a patio and 
a small flower bed. Rent includes 

maintenance, snow removal, yard care, 
and all utilities. Call or email Cindy at 
204-362-7151 or cindyek@mts.net.

Garden Park Estates in 
Winkler has suites available.

in Morden has 2 bdrm/2bthrm suites 
available. Everything is on one level, 

indoor heated parking is available, 
common rooms for socializing and 
gatherings (when safe), lunches are 
available 5 days per week. Suites are 

spacious with open concept, walk-in pantry, 
utility room is ready for you to bring your 
own washer and dryer, fridge, stove and 

dishwasher are provided. All suites have an 
outside entrance and are connected inside 
through common hallways. All suites have 

a patio and a small flower bed. Rent 
includes maintenance, snow removal, yard 

care, and all utilities. Call or e mail Cindy at 
204-362-7151 or cindyek@mts.net.

Oak West Estates

SENIOR RENTALS

SENIOR RENTALS

TENDER

PUBLIC NOTICE
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INVESTMENT PROPERTY 
FOR SALE BY TENDER

Sealed written tenders for a 1984 – 6-unit apartment complex 
described below must be received by Noon on May 5, 2021 at:

Franz Hoeppner Wiens Law Office
Box 99,  1 880 J 15th Street
Winkler, Manitoba  R6W 4A4
or email  joan@fhwlaw.ca 

Property owned by Laverne David Toews and Ruth Katherine 
Toews
The property is located at 1107 Mountain Avenue, Winkler, 
MB.
Recent upgrades on foundation, windows, doors, siding, roof, 
insulation and appliances.
Parking and appliances included. 

Please contact our office at 204-325-4615 to arrange an ap-
pointment to view the apartments.

Conditions of Tender:
1. The parcels described will be sold “as is”.
2. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted. 
3. Possession is May 31, 2021.
4. Tender must be accompanied by a refundable deposit of 
10% of the amount offered (cheque made payable to Franz Ho-
eppner Wiens Law Office).

Terms of Sale:
1. The successful bidder(s) shall enter a formal agreement for 
sale for the payment of the balance on date of possession.
2. Possession is not authorized until acceptable arrangements 
for full payment are made following acceptance of tender.
3. Property taxes to be adjusted as of the date of possession.
4. GST and land transfer taxes are the responsibility of the pur-
chaser as of date of possession.

For further information contact Franz Hoeppner Wiens Law 
Office at 204-325-4615.

RURAL MUNICIPALITY 
OF THOMPSON
PUBLIC NOTICE

2021 FINANCIAL PLAN

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Subsection 
162(2) of the Municipal Act that Council for the Rural Mu-
nicipality of Thompson intends to present its Financial Plan 

Miami Civic Centre
530 Norton Avenue

Miami, MB
Thursday May 13, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.

Council will hear any person who wishes to make representa-
tion, ask questions or register an objection to the Financial 
Plan.  Copies of the Financial Plan will be made available for 
upon request, via e-mail or telephone. 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions all persons wishing to attend 

Dallas Braun, CMMA

RM of Thompson

info@rmofthompson.com
204-435-2114

CAREERS

APPLY TODAY
AFFORDABLE SENIOR’S (50+) HOUSING

(Studio and 1 Bedroom apartments)
AFFORDABLE FAMILY HOUSING

(2, 3 and 4 Bedroom Houses)
Manitoba Housing is offering affordable 

housing for Manitobans in the
Communities of

Morden, Altona, Plum Coulee, Dominion City,
Gretna and Morris

Rent is geared to Income.
For more information or an application please

 visit our website at www.gov.mb.ca/housing or call

Toll Free: 1-866-440-4663
Portage la Prairie District Office

B18-25 Tupper Street N

The Aurora
1648 SqFt  

RTM  
3 bedrooms, ensuite, 
huge kitchen, quartz 
countertops, walk-in 
pantry, island. James 
Hardie Siding Huron 
Tripane Windows. 

Pictures available 
www.

wgiesbrechthomes.ca 

Brand New
Show
Home  

204-346-3231

HIP/KNEE 
Replacement? 
Other medical 
conditions causing  
TROUBLE WALKING 
or DRESSING? 

The Disability Tax 
Credit allows for 
$2,500 yearly tax 
credit and up to 

$30,000 Lump sum 
refund. 
Apply NOW; quickest 
refund Nationwide! 
Providing assistance 
during Covid.

Expert Help:  
204-453-5372

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!

50, 000 BATTERIES 
IN STOCK

*Auto *Farm *Marine
*Construction *ATV 
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Phones *Computers
*Solar Systems & design
* Everything Else!

THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St., 

WPG
1-877-775-8271

www.batteryman.ca

Trucks, Trailers,
Truckbeds & Tires

EBY Aluminum:

KALDECK TRUCK  
& TRAILER INC.

Hwy #1, MacGregor, MB

1-888-685-3127
www.kaldecktrailers.com

MISCELLANEOUS
Need to fi nd customers or need to advertise be-
fore any new COVID restrictions take place? Plan 
for success and “Go for it” NOW! Advertise it in the 
37 MB weekly newspapers and get noticed! Each 
week our blanket classifi eds could be helping your 
organization get noticed in over 352,000+ homes! 
Get your message out in our 37 weekly member 
community newspapers! For as little as $189 + 
GST, get your important messaging out! To learn 
more, Call us at 204-467-5836 or email classifi ed@
mcna.com for details. MCNA - Manitoba Commu-
nity Newspapers Association 204-947-1691. www.
mcna.co
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PUZZLE NO. 524

ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 524

Copyright © 2010, Penny Press

ACROSS
1. Steeple part
6. Pouchlike part
9. Venetian ruler
13. Anglers' boots
15. Purplish shade
17. Poet Pound
18. Glacial cover
19. Embarrass
20. Sow's mate
21. Fuel for KITT
22. Hat
24. Mulligan ____
26. Zip
27. Allied by nature
29. Theft
31. Enchant
34. Iron, e.g.
35. Manners
36. Desert retreat
38. Dress for Caesar
41. Militarize
42. Ape
44. Place of worship
46. Equestrian's leash

48. Dizziness
50. Mexican

food item
51. Reason
53. Buzzing insect
55. Roll
56. Gauzy fabric
57. Moonlike
58. Untrue
60. Circle around
62. Aquatic mammal
64. Rapid ____
67. Skirt panel
68. Bad actor
69. Straightforward
71. "The ____ is

mightier . . ."
72. Poorly lit
75. Of the ear
77. Cleanse
79. Convert to

a cryptogram
82. Go up
83. Dinghy support
84. Muss

85. Farr's feature
86. Lease
87. Attack

DOWN
1. Gulp
2. Tropical rodent
3. Roman date
4. Family room
5. Gay Nineties, e.g.
6. Bro or sis
7. Cry of dismay
8. Large dwellings
9. Society gal
10. Atmosphere

layer
11. Wheat, for one
12. Ahead of

schedule
14. Tear apart
15. Tyke
16. Bamboozle
23. Revenue
25. Ire

27. Overpowering
respect

28. "____ of the
Spider Woman"

30. Influence
31. Northern
32. Weasel
33. Barbers' trim
34. Newsreel maker
35. "Eyes of Laura

____"
37. Soft fabric
39. Pin-up girl
40. Blame
43. College vine
44. Adult scrod
45. Whetstone
47. Sheer curtain

fabric
49. Mechanic's milieu
52. Body

54. Yonder
57. Exact
59. Grabbed a bite
61. Having two feet
63. Work for nine
64. Rose spike
65. Percentage
66. Not right
70. Cathedral part
71. "____ Sematary"
72. Makeshift bed
73. Loiter
74. Run into
76. Bee chaser
78. Use a bench
80. Head
81. Prompter's

offering

 2. Heard the confession of
 3. Capital of Taiwan
 4. Fiddler crab
 5. Brazilian dances
 6. Fit with device to assist 

breathing
 8. Brother or sister
 9. Pastries
11. “Lone Survivor” director 

Peter
14. Boat type (abbr.)
15. Apertures (biology)
18. Suffi x
19. Creative endeavor
20. Icelandic poem
22. Spanish dances
23. Town in Central Italy
24. Cars need it
27. Mimics

28. Rocky peak
29. Cigarette (slang)
31. One point south of due 

east
32. Soap actress Braun
33. Large domesticated wild 

ox
34. Island nation
35. Appear
36. Addictive practices
37. Loss of control of one’s 

body
38. Type of poster
39. Greek mountain
40. Funny person
44. One and only
47. Pouch

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Ocean surface indicator 

(abbr.)
 4. American time
 7. Satisfaction
 8. Diving duck
10. Very small amount
12. Metrical units
13. An ignorant or foolish 

person
14. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
16. It may sting you
17. Turn outward
19. Perform on stage
20. “CSI” actor George
21. Localities
25. Make a choice
26. Indicates position
27. One of Thor’s names
29. Indian musical rhythmic 

pattern
30. “The Raven” author
31. Take in solid food
32. Legendary QB
39. Sorrels
41. Organization of nations
42. Texas pharmaceutical 

company
43. Mathematical term
44. Expression of 

disappointment
45. Abba __, Israeli politician
46. Hide away
48. Salad restaurant
49. Daughters of Boreas 

(mythology)
50. Men’s fashion accessory
51. Political action committee
52. Unhappy

CLUES DOWN
 1. Make unhappy

take a break
> GAMES

Sudoku Answer
Crossword Answer

CAREERS

3600 SQ. FT. OF 
COMMERCIAL SPACE

IN MORDEN 
across from the new McDonald’s 
location. Lots of front windows, 
washrooms and 2 entrances, back 
lane access with back door for 
loading. Call Brian at 204-362-
0745 to see and for more info.

COMMERICAL SPACE

NOTICES
Urgent Press Releases - Have a newsworthy item 
to announce? A cancellation? An exciting change 
in operations? Though we cannot guarantee publi-
cation, MCNA will get the information into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + GST/HST. Call MCNA 204-
947-1691 for more information. See www.mcna.
com under the “Types of Advertising” tab or Email 
classifi ed@mcna.com for more details.

HEALTH
Are you suffering from joint or arthritic pain? If so, 
you owe it to yourself to try elk velvet antler cap-
sules. Hundreds have found relief. Benefi ts humans 
and pets. EVA is composed of proteins, amino ac-
ids, minerals, lipids and water. Key compounds that 
work to stimulate red blood cell production & carti-
lage cell regeneration & development. Stonewood 
Elk Ranch Ltd., 204-467-8884 or e-mail stone
woodelkranch@mymts.net

CAREERS

Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 
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PUBLIC NOTICE

UNDER THE AUTHORITY 
OF THE PLANNING ACT 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

HEARING  R.M. of Stanley Council Chambers
LOCATION: 1-23111 PTH14, SW 7-3-4W
DATE & TIME: May 6, 2021 at 9:30 a.m.
GENERAL INTENT:  TO RE-ZONE PARCELS OF LAND IN THE RM OF STANLEY TO 
 ALLOW FOR RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT
FROM: “AL” AGRICULTURAL LIMITED
TO: “RR” RURAL RESIDENTIAL 
AREA: PART OF LOT 2, PLAN 50895
 WITHIN NE 29-2-5W

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a PUBLIC HEARING will 
be held to receive representations from any person(s) who wish to make them 

in respect to the following matter:
THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF STANLEY BY-LAW 15-21

Being an AMENDMENT to the R.M. OF STANLEY
ZONING BY-LAW 8-18, AS AMENDED.

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
Melissa Groening, Planning and Development Officer
CONTACT: Rural Municipality of Stanley
1-23111 PTH 14
Phone: (204) 325-4101
Email: mgroening@rmofstanley.ca
A copy of the above proposal and supporting material may be inspected at the loca-
tion noted above during normal office hours, Monday to Friday. Copies may be made 
and extracts taken there from, upon request.
****Please note: If you wish to provide comments regarding the application we ask 
that you consider submitting your comments in writing to our office by email or mail 
(drop off box also located at the office). Due to limited seating, if you wish to be 
present at the hearing we will require you to contact our office a minimum of 2 
business days prior to the scheduled hearing so that we can ensure we can meet the 
physical distancing requirements. Anyone attending the office will be required to wear 
a face mask. If you wish to participate in the hearing electronically, please contact 
mgroening@rmofstanley.ca or call 204-325-4101. Thank you for your understanding 
and patience.
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FIND THE RIGHT PERSON FOR THE POSITION 
with an EMPLOYMENT/CAREERS AD in

CAREERS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE MATTER OF The Estate of 
Lorne Campbell Kyle, Late of the City of            
Morden, in Manitoba, Deceased.
All claims against the above Estate, duly 
verified by Statutory Declaration must 
be filed with the undersigned at 115         
Broadway St., P.O. Box 10, Crystal City, 
MB, R0K 0N0, on or before the 21st day 
of May, 2021.
Dated at the Village of Crystal City,       
Manitoba this 14th day of April, 2021.

Treble Law
Solicitors for the Administrator
Attn: Douglas J. Treble

   
CAREERS

BIRTHDAYANNIVERSARY

 I turned 90!......NOW WHAT?
Thanks for all your cards and thoughtful 

messages
Mary Schulz
April 11, 2021

 If you recognize this lovely couple
from Haskett,

please wish them a
Happy 50th Anniversary

on April 24th.
-With love from the family

Classifi eds
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Response Builder 
Advertising 
WORKS!

• GET SEEN by over 
0,000 Manitoba 

Homes!
• Create instant top of 

mind awareness
• Showcase your info,

business, product, 
job, announcements 
or event

• We format it, to 
make it look great!

• Starting at $239.00 
(includes 35 lines of 
space) 

• The ads blanket the 
province and run in 
MCNA’s  Manitoba 
community 
newspapers

• Very cost eff ective
means of getting 
your message out to 
the widest possible 
audience

Contact this newspaper 
NOW or MCNA at 
204.947.1691 or email 
classifi ed@mcna.com

www.mcna.com
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Please support 
our advertisers
SHOP LOCAL

FRED MAYOR
 AREA SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CARMAN GRANITE
MONUMENTS, INSCRIPTIONS,

MEMORIAL RESTORATIONS
CEMETERY SERVICE

fmayor@mts.net
Ph. 204.822.3454  Cell 204.362.2064

Dowler Property Services

Full Lawn Maintenance
Spring Clean Up

Tree Removal
Stump Grinding

Snow Removal
Fall Clean Up

Commercial and Residential

(204) 226-7992

dowlerpropertyservices@gmail.com

Biz CardsBiz Cards Call 204-325-6888Call 204-325-6888

ads@winklermordenvoice.caads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Penny Pearce
In a peaceful Palliative Care Room at Boundary Trails Health 

Centre with family by her side, Penny Pearce left this world on her 
terms.

Penny Lea Johnston was born April 22, 1950 to Ed and Helen 
(Nan) Johnston and welcomed by sister Lynn and brother Larry. 
She attended school in Manitou where she was a cheerleader and 
took part in operettas at Nellie McClung.

Penny married Tom Pearce on March 1, 1969. They have three 
children, Shane (1969), James (1972) and Kristie (1976). She 
supported her three children while they played ball, hockey, curled, 
played in the band. “The Starvations”, formally “Skinny and the 
Starvations” (fun fact for those of you keeping score). She loved 
to dance and have fun with friends. Her smile was infectious, and 
she brought joy to so many who knew her. Penny enjoyed crafting, 

curling, fl ower gardening and was a beautiful sewer and knitter.
She worked for Income Security for the Province of Manitoba until her retirement.
Penny is survived by her husband Tom, and their three children: Shane of Spruce Grove, James 

of Red Deer and Kristie of Winnipeg, her sister Lynn and brother Larry.
Penny was very excited when her grandchildren arrived and enjoyed keeping in touch with 

them regularly. Brandy, William, Kearstene, Georgia (Shane) Jayden (James) Hunter and Sydney 
(Kristie).

The family appreciates the skilled care of Dr. Millar and the health care team at Boundary Trails 
Health Centre and the ongoing support of Dr. Martin.

Donations in Penny’s name may be made to: Canadian Mental Health Association, Manitoba 
and Winnipeg Inc. 930 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg MB R3G 0P8.

Messages of condolence may be made online at www.wheatlandfs.com.
Wheatland Funeral Service

204-825-2848
www.wheatlandfs.com

Mary Hamm (nee Kauenhofen)
1936 - 2021

Mary Hamm age 84 peacefully passed away on Thursday, April 
15, 2021 at Boundary Trails Health Centre.

She is survived by her husband, Walter Hamm and their four 
daughters, Wanda (Chomper Giesbrecht), Sharon (Pete Froese), 
Val (George Teichroeb) and Dolores (Trevor Friesen); nine 
granddaughters, Twyla (Ryan), Nicole (Terry), Jayme, Leanne 
(Nathan), Brittany (Scott), Kayla (Bryson), Brooke (Jesse), Holly 
and Calista; 10 great-grandchildren, Isabelle, Jackson, Tahlia, 
Peyton, Dior, Brielle, Sophie, Smith, Avery and Harleigh. Mary was 
predeceased by her parents, her brother, Ben in infancy, brother, 
Jake, sister, Susan and sister, Helen.

Mary was born to Jacob and Katherina Kauenhofen in 
Schanzenfeld on December 29, 1936. Mary was the fi rst born of triplets, she was baptized at 
the Winkler Sommerfeld Church on June 16, 1957. She married Walter Hamm on June 28, 1959. 
Together they raised four beautiful girls. Mary enjoyed spending time in her garden which she took 
pride in, tending to her fl owers and plants, crocheting, reading, puzzling and crossword puzzles. 
She loved to bake and cook for others. Mom loved her days when her great-granddaughter, Dior 
came to spend the day with her. They had a special bond. Mom would always call her “the little 
one”. She was a wonderful wife, mother, grandmother and great-grandmother; she will be greatly 
missed.

Private funeral was held at Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler with interment at Westridge Memorial 
Gardens.

Special Thanks to Dr Humniski, Boundary Trails Health Centre Palliative Care, especially nurse, 
Josee, Rev. Art Wiebe, Wiebe Funeral Home, Buhler Active Living Centre, granddaughter, Jayme 
for the music, granddaughter, Nicole for spending so much time with Mom and thanks to family 
and friends.

Donations may be made in Mary’s memory to the Buhler Active Living Centre – Winkler Villages 
for Older Adults

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Your memory will live forever Engraved within our hearts

SERVICES

Don Boulton
Tax Service & Bookkeeping
103-400 Stephen Street, Morden, MB

(204) 822-5401
(204) 822-6031 Fax
dbmb@mymts.net

Margaret Boulton
Owner

Monday-Thursday 9am - 5:30pm
Friday 9am -5:00 pm
Saturday 10am to 4:00 pm

Income 
Tax Filing

SERVICE ADVISOR

Nordal’s 
Napa 

Autopro 
Mechanical

SERVICE ADVISOR
– Full Time Position

$17-$21/hr depending on experience plus bonus
Hrs Mon-Fri, 8-5

Benefi ts (Health, Dental, Life)

Job Overview:
•  Primary liaison between customers and 

Service Department
• Assist customers with vehicle repair needs
Responsibilities and Duties:
•  Prepare work orders, estimates, order/return 

parts and prepare fi nal invoice
•  Keep customer informed and ensure 

customer’s satisfaction
Qualifi cations and Skills:
• A positive, pleasant attitude
• A good grasp of technology
• Knowledge of auto parts and repairs
• Strong problem-solving skills
• Excellent communication skills
• Professional personal appearance
• Valid Driver’s License • Training provided

317 First Avenue, Arborg, MB
Respond by email to:  nordals@mymts.net

SENIORS CONDO

CONDO 
FOR RENT
860 sq ft downtown Morden, 

primarily seniors block. 
1 bed, 1 bath, spacious layout. 

Security entrance, heated 
parking, 6 appliances. 

$850/mo plus condo fees.

Michelle 
204-312-0664

McSherry Auctions
12 Patterson Dr. , Stonewall, MB
Online Timed Auctions 
@ iCollector.com
Estate & Moving
Closes Wed Apr 28 @ 7:00 pm

Consignment Auction
Featuring A Large Amount of 
Building Supply, Lumber & 
Some Sheet Metal & Tools! 
Closes Wed May 5 @ 7:00 PM

Consignments Welcome!
Booking 2021 Auctions/ Online 
Auctions at Your Facility or Ours!

(204) 467-1858 or  
(204) 886-7027
www.mcsherryauction.com

CAREERS
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SCOTT CHUCK JODY
WAYNE

GREG

WWW.SOUTHLANDHONDA.COM
1-877-246-6322 • 325-78991-888-305-8917 • 204-325-9511

W W W . J A N Z E N C H E V R O L E T. C A

KURT MILLERKURT MILLER
kurt@jpb.cakurt@jpb.ca

 HENRY BLATZ HENRY BLATZ
henry@jpb.cahenry@jpb.ca

KEVIN TALBOTKEVIN TALBOT
kevin@jpb.cakevin@jpb.ca

ROBERTO KORTROBERTO KORT
roberto@jpb.caroberto@jpb.ca

honda.ca

Permit #9725

*Honda Loyalty Program, **Lease Rate, ***Vehicles not exactly as pictured.

HONDA

WAYNE CHUCK BILL JODY MARIA

690 MEMORIAL DRIVE • 325-4777
W W W . H O M E T O W N F O R D . C A

Permit No. 1162 Since 1955

Bob Derksen Brian Derksen Konrad Friesen John Friesen

Permit #2816

Permit No. 1162 Since 1955

A/C, TILT, CRUISE, REAR VISION CAMERA, ETC

3.6 ENGINE, AUTO, LEATHER INTERIOR, POWER SUNROOF, 
FACTORY NAVIGATION, LANE DEPARTURE, BLINDZONE 
ETC., 111,000 KM’S, BALANCE OF FACTORY WARRANTY

2.0 TURBO, AUTO, FRONT BUCKET 
SEATS, HEATED SEATS, POWER 

SUNROOF, 49,000 KM’S, LOCAL TRADE

2021 CHEV SPARK LT HATCH2021 CHEV SPARK LT HATCH

2017 CHEV EQUINOX LTZ (PREMIER) AWD2017 CHEV EQUINOX LTZ (PREMIER) AWD

STK W9703STK W9703

STK W10202ASTK W10202A

NEW

JUST IN

2015 SUBARU CROSSTREK SPORT AWD2015 SUBARU CROSSTREK SPORT AWD

STK W10228ASTK W10228A

JUST IN

2020 GMC TERRAIN SLE2020 GMC TERRAIN SLE

STK W9002STK W9002

NEW

1.5 ENGINE, AUTO, FRONT BUCKETS, 
REAR VISION CAMERA, 

HEATED SEATS

ONLY
$24,997 + TAX

ONLY
$21,993 + TAX
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LEASE FOR
        $119 

48 MONTH LEASE
2.5% INTEREST

20,000 KM’S / YEAR
NO MONEY DOWN

SPECIAL 
DEMO CREDIT

H
O

N
D

A

  $$31,90031,900

 $39,900

 $34,900

 $41,900

,,
PLUS PST/GST
Stock #21U020 

,,
PLUS PST/GST
Stock #20U188 

,,
PLUS PST/GST
Stock #20U183

16’ BOX

$$39 90039 900

1.5L ECOBOOST, SYNC 3 W/ NAVIGATION, ADAPTIVE CRUISE W/ 
LANE KEEP ASSIST, HEATED LEATHER, 25,000 KM

$$$$3344 9900003344 990000

3.5L ECOBOOST V6, ADAPTIVE CRUISE W/ LANE KEEP ASSIST, ACTIVE 
PARK ASSIST, APPLE CARPLAY/ANDROID AUTO, ONLY 21,000 KM!

$$441 990000411 990000 11616166’ BB

2.7L ECOBOOST V6, SYNC 3 W/ NAVIGATION, ADAPTIVE CRUISE 
W/ LANE KEEP ASSIST, ACTIVE PARK ASSIST, 45,000 KM

6.8L V10, 16’ BOX, PULL-OUT RAMP, 
CRUISE CONTROL, 21,000 KM

6666 86 886 888L VL VL V10101000000100 116161616161666666’ BB’ BBB’ BB’ B’ OXOXOXOXOOXOX PPPUPUPPUUPULLLLLLLLLL OUTOUTOUTOUTOUTTOUT RAAAARRAR MPMPMPMPPPPM

2019 E-450 CUBE VAN2019 E-450 CUBE VAN

EEEECOBCOCO OOST V6 SYNC 33 W// NANANANAVIGVIGATION ADAPTAAA IVE CRU

2018 EDGE SPORT AWD2018 EDGE SPORT AWD

3 5555L EL EL EL ECOBCOBCOBCOBOOSOOSOOSSOOST VT VT VT V6666 AADAADAADADAPTIPTIPTIT VEVEVE CRUCRUCRUCRUISEISEISEISE W/W/W/WW/ LALALALAANENENENE KEEKEEKEEKEEP AP AP AP ASSISSISSISSIS STSTSTST ACACACAACTIVTTT E

2019 LINCOLN MKT ELITE AWD2019 LINCOLN MKT ELITE AWD

ECOBOOST SYNC 3 W/ NAVIGATION ADAPTIVE CRUIS

2020 ESCAPE SEL AWD2020 ESCAPE SEL AWD

3  TO 
CHOOSE FROMPLUS PST/GST

$33,248
<$5,000>

$28,248 + TAX

+ TAX 
BI-WEEKLY
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