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Bearing up for spring plantng

PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
From left: The Winkler Horticulture Society’s Valerie Harder, Martha Olfert, Margaret Penner, Jodi Szutu, Carol Neufeld, and Betty Klassen
were hard at work last week planting the hanging baskets that will go up downtown this summer. For more on the society’s plans, see Pg. 2.
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Community wishes Winkler
centenarian a happy birthday

By Lorne Stelmach

The community came together
Monday to help celebrate a Winkler
woman’s 100th birthday.

With a large gathering not possible
right now in the midst of the pan-
demic, a parade of vehicles drove
past the Buhler Active Living Centre
to wish Sarah Enns a happy birthday.

“It feels great to see the support,”
said Buhler Active Living Centre ex-
ecutive director Mike Chute, who

Apply online today!

SOCIAL
SERVICE WORKER

Careers that make meaningful connections.

Want to make a difference in the lives of others while
promoting social well-being and long-lasting change?

Help individuals, groups and communities address social
challenges such as addiction, poverty, abuse and mental health.

Gain practical skills and knowledge in counselling and

Learn more about Assiniboine’s two-year Social Service
Worker diploma program at assiniboine.net/ssw.

came up with the idea.“We did the
best we could with the social distanc-
ing ... with one of our tenants turning
100, we wanted to make it a special
day for her.”

“It’s absolutely fantastic to see,” said
Enns” son David Wiens. “It’s really
quite something ... Mom has experi-
enced a lot in life ... and she is doing
well.”

“It’s special for her, but also a little
bit embarrassing,” daughter Mary
Dyck said on behalf of her mother
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Sarah Enns (left) and daughter Mary Dyck wave to the parade of
vehicles who drove past the Buhler Active Living Centre Monday to

wish Enns a happy 100th birthday.

“I think it is humbling ... she’s been
with us a long time through a bunch
of stuff. We appreciate her a lot.”

Joining family and friends in the
parade were police cars and a fire
truck. Enns also received a number

of birthday greetings from the Gover-
nor General, Manitoba Premier Brian
Pallister, and Winkler Mayor Martin
Harder, who stopped by to present a
plaque in recognition of her longev-

ity.

Winkler Horticulture Soc.
looking for volunteers

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Spring has finally sprung, and the
Winkler Horticulture Society is get-
ting started on beautifying our city.

Volunteers were hard at work at
New Leaf Garden Centre and out at
Parkview Gardens last week planting
hanging baskets and preparing flow-
er beds for their upcoming spring
planting blitz.

“The actual planting is scheduled
for Monday, June 1,” says president
Margaret Penner, stressing they very
much need volunteers to help plant
thousands of flowers in public gar-
dens throughout the city. “I wonder
if maybe those who find themselves
with extra time on their hands these
days, if they’re looking for something
therapeutic to do, this would be an
opportunity.”

If you'd like to help out, meet at the
Winkler Rec. Complex at 9 a.m. on
June 1 to be placed on a work team.

“We'll be fanning small groups out
to different plots so that we can en-
sure we're all keeping the physical
distancing we need to,” Penner said.

If you can’t make it first thing that
morning but would like to help out
later in the day, call Penner at 204-362-

2552 or Betty Klassen at 204-362-8784
to confirm where the crews are at.

There are jobs for green thumbs and
rookie gardeners alike, including a
few sit-down tasks that can be done
by those with mobility issues.

“We want to make it so that it can ac-
commodate people’s needs,” Penner
says.

The society this year will focus its at-
tention on such sites as Parkview Gar-
dens on Grandeur Ave., the Parkside
Pioneer Patch on Hwy. 14, the butter-
fly garden on Park St., and a handful
of other floral displays at the cemeter-
ies and sports parks.

Off the list this year are the plots on
Hwy. 32, which is set to be under con-
struction for four-lanning this sum-
mer.

This year’s floral theme is really go-
ing pop, says volunteer Carol Neufeld.

“It's multi-coloured, every co-
lour under the rainbow, plus a lot of
white,” she says.

Parkview Gardens in particular is
going to be something special, decked
out in a“Dream White 2020” scheme.

“Our colours at Parkview Gardens
are going to be very elegant, some-

Continued on page 3



Pallister makes the rounds

By Lorne Stelmach

Manitoba Premier Brian Pallister
hit the road last Thursday for several
stops across the province, including
in Morden for teleconference meet-
ings with municipal leaders.

Representatives of about 20 munici-
palities were involved in the meet-
ings, which also took place in Bran-
don and Portage.

Locally, the premier was joined by
Morden-Winkler MLA and Health
Minister Cameron Friesen and Mid-
land MLA and Minister of Growth,
Enterprise and Trade Blaine Pedersen.

Pallister said the visit
was a chance “to visit
municipal govern-
ments, to take a mes-
sage of support and
solidarity and encour-
age continued co-op-
eration .. [and] also
take the message that
despite the fact the pro-
vincial government is
under great stresses,
we understand so too
are municipal govern-

ments.
“So we wanted to as-
sure the municipal

level that our funding commitments
under the budget just released a few
weeks ago will be met so that they
don’t worry about losing funding.”
Pallister said a range of issues came
up during the talks with local leaders.
“I think all of us agree we would
really like to move ahead with some
infrastructure investments,” he said.
“We’ve made a significant increase
this year in our budget, but we’re pre-
pared to do more ... not just so we can
create jobs today but so we can make
the necessary investments to create
more jobs in the future as well.”
Much of the discussion revolved
around the government’s plans for
reopening Manitoba’s economy in
the midst of the pandemic. Pallister

“WE WANTED
TO ASSURE THE
MUNICIPAL
LEVEL THAT
OUR FUNDING
COMMITMENTS
... WILL BE MET."

earlier in the week had announced
that many non-essential businesses
previously closed by the COVID-19
public health order would be allowed
to reopen May 4 under strict guide-
lines.

“They understand that we can’t re-
open everything at once, and I think
most people get that this is a case of
making sure we keep that COVID
curve down,” said Pallister. “Mani-
tobans are the reason we’re able to
make progress on reopening our
economy because they’re the ones
that are doing the necessary things to
protect themselves and
others.”

He acknowledged
there are some ques-
tions about how it is be-
ing done and concerns
from different sectors
that some things may be
opening up too soon or
not soon enough.

“I have lots of room
for concern, we all have
concerns, and those con-
cerns are quite legiti-
mate,” Pallister said.

“I think what we’ve
done here is we followed
the science,” he contin-
ued. “These folks are telling us and
giving us advice that, based on the
science, we're safe to make certain
steps happen. We're not reopening
schools, we’re not able to have indoor
service in restaurants yet.There’s a lot
of things we can’t do yet, but there are
things we can do.

“I believe we're on the track to recov-
ery, but we need ... to keep the disci-
pline that got us the progress that we
got so far,” he stressed.”I understand
the frustration. I come from a small
business background. People have
their lives at risk, they have money at
risk, they have staff that want to work,
and we’re encouraging that with the
programs we’ve introduced.”

Pallister touched on some of the

> PLANTING, FROM PG. 2

thing different from what people are
used to seeing,” Neufeld says. “It’s
going to be a lot of greens, a lot of
white, and a lot of silvers. We're just
really excited to see what it’s going
to look like.”

LOTS OF WORK TO BE DONE

If you can’t help with planting,
there’s no shortage of work to be
done throughout the rest of the
summer.

The society’s adopt-a-plot program
welcomes volunteers to oversee the
general upkeep of the gardens and
flower beds.

“The city handles the watering, but
the weeding is all done by volun-
teers,”notes volunteer Betty Klassen.
“It’s nice to have at least one or two
people per plot.”

If you'd like more information on
adopting a plot, contact Klassen at
204-362-8784 .
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Midland MLA Blaine Pedersen (left) and Morden-Winkler MLA Camer-
on Friesen (far right) joined Premier Brian Pallister in Morden Friday
for a teleconferencing meeting with municipal leaders.

measures announced by the prov-
ince recently, including wage support
and gap funding for those who don’t
qualify for the federal programs as
well as support for summer youth
employment.

“Clearly, if we can work together
with our 50/50 funding arrangements
that we’ve set up to encourage sum-
mer employment, Green Team em-
ployment ... that’s going to help,” he

said.

As well, the premier expressed op-
timism for the agricultural sector, al-
though it too is facing some pressures
and challenges.

“] have seen some tractors moving,
he observed.“When the ag industry
does well, the province of Manitoba
does well too, so we’re really count-

”

Continued on page 3
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Happy
Retirement

After 18 years of service, George is retiring! We wish him all
the best and thank him for his many contributions to Co-op.

Evan Yeewas, General Wanager

many years.

has a great personality.
He will fill the position well.

Thanks again!

To all our Co-op petroleum customers.
| have decided to join the retirement group and want to thank
you for the pleasure of doing business with you, over the past

| also want to say that Co-op has been an excellent place for me

to work over the past 18 years. They have treated me really well.
Gerald Lafond is taking over my responsibilities. He has 16 years
experience managing bulk petroleum at Lowe Farm Co-op and

| want to wish you and Gerald all the best.
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Local businesses weathering the COVID-19 storm

By Lorne Stelmach

You would be hard pressed to find
a local business that hasn’t been im-
pacted in some way by the COVID-19
pandemic.

The past couple of months have
brought challenges for many and un-
expected opportunities for others.

While the province has begun to
take steps to reopen the economy—
many non-essential businesses were
allowed to resume operations under
strict guidelines on Monday—the im-
pact of weeks of closures and new
ways of having to do business are
going to continue to be felt for some
time.

But Morden-Winkler business own-
ers are up to the challenge and see
better days ahead for a community
that has weathered economic storms
in the past.

“We've always had a resilient busi-
ness community, one that is very
adaptive,” said Darren Heide, presi-
dent of the Winkler and District
Chamber of Commerce.

“Overall, it’s certainly had a sig-
nificant impact on our business com-
munity, as it has with communities
everywhere,” he continued. “It’s nice
to see, with our business community,
how businesses have adapted, though
... it speaks to the perseverance of the
entrepreneurs in our area.”

Candace Olafson, executive director
of the Morden and District Chamber
of Commerce, echoed that sentiment
in an e-mail statement.

“We're very impressed with the
adaptability and flexibility we’ve seen
and the creative ways businesses are
continuing to serve the community,”
she said.

In some cases, serving the commu-
nity best meant closing up even be-

“WE'VE ALWAYS HAD

A RESILIENT BUSINESS
COMMUNITY, ONE THAT
IS VERY ADAPTIVE."

fore mandated to by the province.

Shear Bliss owners Heidi Janzen
and Lisa Dyck opted to close their sa-
lon and spa to the public on March 20
after the premier announced a state
of emergency in Manitoba.

“We decided to close before it was
mandated just because we felt we
couldn’t adhere to the two metre dis-
tancing,” said Dyck, noting the shop
has a capacity of nine stations.

With their staff laid off, they have
tried to keep up some retail, promot-
ing gift card purchases and offering
20 per cent off all products.

“It’s just Lisa and I who are in and
out of the salon doing orders,” said
Janzen, who added their clients and
staff have all been very understand-
ing.

“It’s been incredible, the support we
have got from our clients ... I really
didn’t think it would be as positive as
it has been,” she said.

“We knew we needed to close and
to put their safety first, and all of our
staff was very supportive,” added
Dyck.“Of course, also very sad.”

The Shear Bliss team are a tight-knit
group, Janzen said, and they’ve stayed
very much in touch in recent weeks.

“We've been keeping together by
doing Facebook chats and Zoom
meetings just because we miss each
other and want to stay connected.”

/

N

~

J

PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE

Charley B's Katelin Letkeman (left) and Charllotte Guenther say the
COVID-19 pandemic has kept their summer eatery busier than ever.
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Prairie Barnwood's Blayne Wyton is looking forward to things getting
back to normal in the business world, but expects to feel the impact
of the COVID-19 slowdown for some time.

“We’ve been able to take advantage
of lots of education; there’s tons of
webinars that have been happening,”
added Dyck. “It’s really encouraging
to see that we are going to come back
stronger.”

The two of them are now setting
their sights on figuring out what op-
erating under the safety and protec-
tive equipment guidelines set out
by the province will look like in the
weeks and months to come.

“We need to know what new mea-
sures we need to bring into our salon
... this is going to be a
huge undertaking that
will have to take place,”
Janzen said.

“We're a service in-
dustry. We can’t just
open our doors and
it happens .. and we
won’t come back at the
same capacity,” added
Dyck, noting that means
they will have to look at what govern-
ment assistance is available to help
them make ends meet.

“It will be a struggle for a while,”
Janzen said.“There’s a lot of expens-
es that go into running a salon that
a lot of people don’t see ... it will be
a rough road for awhile, but we will
come out of it.”

While hair salons got the okay to re-
open this week, it’s going to be awhile
before things begin to get back to
some semblance of normalcy for lo-
cal restaurants.

Dine-in eating is still not allowed,
though patio service now joins take-
out and delivery as ways eateries can

“ITWILLBE A
STRUGGLE FOR
AWHILE."

serve their customers.

It's been a challenging time for
Ralph’s German Restaurant in Win-
kler.

“It was never an option to close our
doors and wait this out,” said the res-
taurant’s Monique Tofflinger and Ralf
Dargusch in an email interview.

When they had to close the dining
room last month, they quickly start-
ed offering delivery service and dis-
counts on pickup orders in a bid to
find a new way of doing business.

“Since having to shut down our
dining room com-
pletely, we have had
to let go nearly all
of our staff,” the pair
noted.“We have had
to reduce hours of
operation and have
reduced all unnec-
essary costs in order
to keep ourselves
afloat.”

The restaurant has also encoun-
tered some shortages of meat supply.

“We only buy fresh meat that we
hand pick each week, but due to clo-
sures and the change in demand,
most of our meat needs to be ordered
weeks in advance or is just super
delayed, which makes our situation
even harder and planning impossible
most days.”

Ralph’s has been utilizing the fed-
eral government’s wage subsidy pro-
gram to keep the doors open.They re-
main hopeful for better days to come.

“We are hoping to be able to serve
our customers back in our restaurant

Continued on page 5



> WEATHERING THE STORM, FROM PG. 4

soon, even if it is just at 50 per cent
capacity,” they said.“This would allow
us to hire back most, maybe even all,
of our staff.”

Meanwhile, almost right next door
to Ralph’s, Charley B’s Classic Grill
& Ice Cream Parlour has been more
fortunate in being set up as a pickup/
delivery restaurant from the get-go.

“Since many restaurants had to close
a few weeks ago, we have been busier
than ever. In fact, it’s been a challenge
to keep up ... a challenge we welcome
with open arms of course,” said man-
aging partner Katelin Letkeman.

“We have hired many laid off work-
ers [from their other jobs] to keep
delivery orders going out as timely
as possible,” she noted.”We are strug-
gling to keep our order times at our
usual 15 minutes during meal times
but hope our customers understand
we are in high demand right now.”

Charley B’s staff have stepped up
their cleaning measures to protect
customers, wiping down card ma-
chines after every transaction and
using hand sanitizer, frequent hand
washing, and gloves to keep everyone
safe.

“Our hearts go out
to all the businesses
that are currently
closed or are suffer-
ing financially from
this pandemic,” said
Letkeman.“We hope
everything can get
back to normal for
us all.

“We are also grate-
ful for our communi-
ty’s continued sup-
port, and although
life feels different right now, we hope
we can bring some comfort and nor-
malcy into your lives.”

Down the road in Morden, Chicken
Chef took a big hit in having to close
their doors to eat-in diners.

“It’s a pretty huge chunk of the busi-
ness ... and we lost about eight staff
who are either full-time or part-time
staff with the closure of the dining
room,” noted owner Chris Krushel.
“Now it’s just me running the show
until later on in the afternoon when
I have another staff member come on
and give me a hand.”

Since March 20, Chicken Chef has
operated under reduced hours for
pickup and delivery.

“We're pretty fortunate that we still
have that available to keep us going,”
Krushel said. “It took a while for our
dine in customers to get accustomed
to doing takeout. But the community
support has been tremendous for us
in keeping the doors open. We're re-
ally thankful for that; we're getting
not only our regular customers but

“THE COMMUNITY
SUPPORT HAS BEEN
TREMENDOUS FOR
US IN KEEPING THE
DOORS OPEN."

we'’re getting all sorts of new custom-
ers out of this as well.

“We'll keep our head above water
... hopefully this will be over sooner
rather than later,” said Krushel, sug-
gesting he might not need to get gov-
ernment assistance. “We haven’t had
to do any of that to keep us going,
thankfully ... we can kind of survive
on the customer support that we have
had to help keep us going.”

At Morden furniture manufactur-
er Prairie Barnwood, owner Blayne
Wyton noted that March started off
busy with them working on orders
from February, but that soon changed.

“It just completely died off about
mid-March ... it was almost like our
legs were pulled out from under-
neath us and the lights went out,” said
Wyton.

As a result of the shutdown, he had
to layoff his five staff, leaving just him
and his wife Tara for the time being.

“I'm kind of wearing all the hats for
now,” he observed.

His biggest question has been
around “just not really knowing what
to do ... not really knowing how long
this was going to last;
it's really hard to
plan.

“One thing we re-
ally struggled with
was just not having
the information, up-
to-date good detailed
information as to
what the wage subsi-

y would be or what
the loan would entail
... it just made it dif-
ficult to make good
decisions in the mo-
ment,” Wyton said.

“A lot of the challenge is in the un-
certainty ... and if we go a month
without any sales,” he added. “But
I've noticed this last week orders have
started to come in again. It looks like
in the next week or two we’ll maybe
be able to bring some staff members
back on again.”

As the spring renovation season gets
underway and COVID-19 restrictions
begin to ease, Wyton is feeling hope-
ful about the future.

“I'm pretty optimistic. I think it’s go-
ing to come back, but we’ll probably
feel it for the next few months.”

Indeed, the local chambers expect
many businesses will need support
for some time to come. They hope the
government will have a long-term
plan to continue to provide that help.

“A lot of businesses are going to be
impacted. This is a short term fix,”
Heide said of the government as-
sistance programs announced thus

Continued on page 6
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Local car aficionados got together last week to salute front line
workers. Dozens of vehicles drove past the care homes and se-
niors apartments in Morden and Winkler, BTHC, and Eden, honking
their horns as they passed. “The response is tremendous,” said
organizer Ernie Epp, who helmed his blue Mustang. “I thought
maybe this was a way that we could say thanks to those who are
looking after the people who need care and a way for us to even

just say hi to the seniors who are in facilities and our hospital.”

MANITOBA ECONOMIC
SUPPORT CENTRE

Connecting Manitoba businesses and not-for-profits
with support programs and resources

Many businesses and not-for-profits are facing economic challenges.
If you're one of them, we're here for you. To learn more about provincial
and federal support programs, call us today.

Federal Support Programs

For eligible employers for up to 12 weeks,

0z W Sl retroactive to March 15, 2020

To help cover operating costs during a period

$40,000 Interest-free Loan: when revenues have been reduced

Manitoba Support Programs

To help those not eligible for federal programs
with a $6,000 interest-free, forgivable loan
from the province

To encourage the hiring of summer students
with 50/50 in matching wages, totaling $5,000
in funding for up to 5 students per organization

Manitoba Gap
Protection Program:

Summer Student Jobs Plan:

Commercial Rent
Assist Support:

To enhance federal rent assist program with
funding for commercial operations in Manitoba

To learn more, call us at 1-888-805-7554

Manitoba 9

or visit www.manitoba.ca/supportsforbusiness
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Honouring a legacy of community journalism

It was with our competitor, the Win-
kler Times, thanks to the kindness of
then-editor Don Radford, who saw
some potential in
the plucky kid sit- 27
ting across his desk
with her“portfolio”
of school news sto-
ries in hand, ask-
ing for a job at a

real newspaper.
Last week, news

—

broke that the BY
Winkler Times, Ashlei gh
along with its sister Viveiros

papers in Morden,
Altona, and Carman, among several
others in Manitoba, will print their
final editions May 7.

It’s a sad end for a group of publi-
cations that were, at one time in the

distant past, locally-owned and had
served their communities for de-
cades.

A lot changed for these papers over
the past 20 years or so, as national
media conglomerates started buying
up small weeklies by the dozens and
putting an ever-increasing focus on
advertising revenue and cost-cutting
measures over local coverage.

It was one the reasons I left the
Times a decade ago after years spent
cutting my teeth as a reporter in its
newsroom.

It’s really the reason the Voice exists
today. Everyone here began or spent
a good chunk of our careers with the
Times before venturing out to take a
risk with something new, so the news
of its demise has brought up a lot of
mixed emotions.

When we started the Voice back in
2010 it was because we all felt local
ownership was one of the key ingre-
dients to a strong community news-
paper. One that is run from the very
top down by people who live here,
shop here, raise our families here,
and actually care about what’s going
on here.

We still feel that. And we work very

hard to continue to represent these
communities we call home.

I wrestled for a long while with
whether or not to write this column
acknowledging the closure of our
longtime competitor.

But ultimately, I feel compelled to
pay tribute to all the Times journal-
ists over the decades who took up
the job of keeping the communities
they loved informed, in spite of dis-
interested corporate owners who cut
down their numbers year after year.

I honour the memories of countless
press days spent frantically getting
late-breaking stories written, laid out,
and proofread.

I honour the memories of long
lunches with my co-workers af-
ter sending an edition to the press,
laughing about the mishaps of the
past week and commiserating about
the beast that was always waiting in
the wings to be fed the next.

I honour the memories of veteran
journalists being willing to take an
eager cub reporter under their wings
and show them the ropes.

And so, as the Times puts its final
papers to bed this week, I bid them
adieu and thank you.

All columns and letters published on our Get Heard pages are the personal opinions of the submitting writers. They are
not objective news articles, nor are they necessarily the viewpoint of the Winkler Morden Voice.

> PALLISTER, FROM PG. 3

ing on our farm families.”

He offered some encouragement
for rural Manitoba communities like
Winkler and Morden, which are hav-
ing to go without their summer festi-
vals this year.

“It’s heartbreaking, right, because
this is our time to be able to come
together, not only with fairs and fes-

tivals but also with other events that
families can share—christenings, fu-
nerals, marriages. This is a sacrifice
right now because this is where this
sneaky virus incubates, it’s where it
spreads.

“We have to be very, very care-
ful with this thing,” he concluded.
“What we do have is discipline, and

> WEATHERING THE STORM, FROM PG. 5

far. “We're certainly hoping they’ll
recognize the need for some longer
term support through this transition
period.

“It won’t be business as normal for
period of time yet ... there will be
more challenges ahead,”he said.“I'm
hopeful, though. At least the worst of
itis over.”

Olafson noted the Morden cham-
ber will continue to support its mem-
bers by acting as an information hub.

“We continue to be a valued re-
source for business and have adapted
our typical lunch and learn format to
free virtual sessions and webinars,”
she said.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has im-

we have to be a hundred per cent
committed to make sure there is
no chance of a COVID comeback in
Manitoba. That lets us get our free-
doms back and our services back
and our friends and neighbours get
their jobs back.”

pacted the local business commu-
nity on various levels—from closures
and layoffs to ever changing work
environments to comply with public
health orders,” Olafson added. “So
the chamber encourages the com-
munity to continue to support our
local businesses.”



Art galleries get creative
with online programming

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The art galleries in Winkler and
Morden have been closed to the pub-
lic for weeks, but that hasn’t stopped
them from reaching out and encour-
aging local artists to keep being cre-
ative.

Winkler Arts & Culture and the
Pembina Hills Arts Council have
both turned to social media and on-
line streaming to keep the arts com-
munity connected.

“We wanted to make sure we were
not seen as stopped,”said Tricia Dyck,
PHAC’s programs and outreach co-
ordinator.”We want to make sure the
arts council is continuing to offer art-
ist support and also community en-
gagement even while the doors have
been closed.”

Events originally scheduled to take
place at the gallery in recent weeks
have moved fairly seamlessly to an
online streaming format, including
painting parties, a music apprecia-
tion night, and an art talk on Egyp-
tian art.

All these events saw good turnout
despite the move from in-person to
on-screen, Dyck said.

“People were still eager to take part,”
she said. “The listening party had 50
or 60 people watching live ... asking
questions through the chat. And the
paint party was a ton of fun ... we had
such a wide range of ages and abili-
ties participating and everyone had a
great painting at the end of it.”

The success of the online format has
them thinking about how they can
utilize it in the future, even once the
gallery reopens to the public starting
May 19.

“It’s been a skill-building time for
us,” Dyck said. “We’re learning new
technologies.”

The gallery right now is hosting the
Regional High Schools Virtual Exhi-
bition, posting artwork on its Face-
book page from different local stu-
dents every day.

Also coming up next week is an
online Wine & Art Study on May 15
featuring Level 4 sommelier Julia Fer-
ron. Ticket information is available by
emailing info@pembinahillsarts.com.

Over in Winkler, Winkler Arts and
Culture has launched a sketch of the
week competition, encouraging art-
ists to draw a simple black and white
sketch relevant to a prompt word
provided weekly on social media and
winklerarts.com.

“It’s a challenge just to try to get

people drawing more regularly and
to help build an art community here,”
said the gallery’s Jennifer Penner,
stressing how important it is for art-
ists to stay connected, learn, and be
inspired by one another.

WAC will showcase some of their
favourite drawings on their website
each week and also consider them for
use on the gallery’s gift shop T-shirts.

Penner has also been posting art
how-to videos for kids on WAC’s You-
tube page and hopes to post more in
the weeks ahead.

The galley’s art and community di-
rector Ray Derksen said they’re also
working on putting their upcoming
exhibitions online so people can en-
joy them without having to set foot in
the gallery.

“That way artists can still show their
stuff and it will actually reach further
than if it’s just in the gallery itself,” he
said, noting the first show to get the
virtual treatment will be WAC’s an-
nual members’ show, which launches
the same day the gallery reopens to
the public on May 19.

Derksen expects virtual gallery tours

Continued on page 8
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Above: Messages of encouragement at the Pembina Hills Arts Coun-
cil's gallery in Morden. Below: A sketch for a recent week of Winkler
Arts and Culture’s drawing contest.
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One of the most successful pro-
grams the Pembina Hills Arts
Council has offered since the whole
COVID-19 pandemic started keep-
ing people at home is its new ART-
SHARE group.

“Almost the first thing that we
launched was the art share/art cri-
tique group,” PHAC programs and
outreach coordinator Tricia Dyck
says, explaining the group meets
every Thursday for a teleconferenc-
ing session where they can share
what they’re working on and get
feedback from other artists.

“They’re sharing about their art
and then everybody has a chance
to offer feedback in a really posi-
tive and constructive way,” she says.
“People are growing as artists ... it
really opens up the possibilities in
your own mind when youre not
doing it the same as you’ve always
done it. When you're open to hear-
ing from others, you grow.”

Artists gathering together online \

Painter and ART-SHARE member
Kathy Forness certainly agrees.

She considers herself relatively
new to the world of painting, and
so has enjoyed the chance to learn
from other artists.

“I like to get together with other
artists. I value their opinion on my
art because I'm kind of new to it, so
I can use all the help I can get,” she
says, laughing.

Sometimes, just hearing some-
one’s else take on what’s not work-
ing in a piece or what can be done
to improve it can be a great help,
Forness says.

“This group has been really help-
ful to me,” she says, adding she
hopes the program will continue.”I
would love to see it grow.”

Mosaic artist Sharon Loeppky has
also enjoyed the camaraderie that
comes with getting together with
other creatives.

“It’s very interesting to see what

other people are doing each week,”
she says, noting it is a bit of a chal-
lenge to share certain pieces of art
via video conferencing, but they’re
making do until it'’s safe to meet
in person.“Week to week, you can
really see the progress people are
making and you get to know other
artists better.”

She encourages others to give it a
try.
“I think it’s just a very creative way
of making some sort of program at
the gallery in the middle of all this,”
Loeppky says.

“It’s really providing a lifeline to
artists that are otherwise stuck at
home during this time,” Dyck says.
“But we're also definitely seeing the
potential for a program that we’ll
have at the gallery after all this.”

To get involved with ART-SHARE,
email programs@pembinahillsarts.
com.

— Ashleigh Viveiros

J
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NPC esthetics student wins Skills MB contest

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The 2020 Skills Manitoba competi-
tion was cancelled earlier this spring
thanks to the pandemic, but one local
teen still got the chance to share her
skills on the provincial stage.

Northlands Parkway Collegiate Gr.
11 student Haley Friesen won Skills
Manitoba’s online Home Manicure
Challenge last month.

Friesen took home a cash prize af-
ter submitting photos of her applying
a colourful manicure to her sister’s
nails.

“I was really excited when I found
out,” she said. “Nail art is something
I really love. The contest said to make
sure that the nails were bright and
colourful and it just sounded like so
much fun.”

Friesen had been preparing to

4 A

4 A
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SUPPLIED PHOTOS
NPC student Haley Friesen won
Skills Manitoba’s online Home
Manicure Challenge last month
for her work on her sister’s nails.

The
Manitoba
Teachers’
Society

THANK YOU FRONTLINE

FROM MANITOBA PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS

compete at her first Skills Manitoba
competition this year. She was dis-
appointed to miss her chance, but
psyched to still be able to compete
against other students from across
the province with this online compe-
tition.

Her design included
tiny black and white
flowers on the nails of
one hand and a hot pink
abstract design on the
other.

“It was actually in-
spired by my favourite
nail artist on Instagram:
Nailed It By Alicia,” Fri-
esen explained.

The entries were judged on creativ-
ity, polish application, and cuticle
work.

NPC esthetics teacher Brenda Rich-
er is pleased to see Skills Manitoba
posting various challenges on their
social media accounts to keep stu-
dents engaged.

“Haley had trained so hard for a

“NAIL ART IS
SOMETHING |
REALLY LOVE."

competition that never came to frui-
tion, so this was another chance,” she
said.

Although schools have been closed
for weeks, technical vocational stu-
dents are still actively learning
through online stream-
ing and video conferenc-
ing.

“We seen so much sup-
port from parents and
students. The students
want to learn,” Richer
said. “Even today we
were training hard, get-
ting our skills through
the power of technology.
It’s great.”

That said, learning online has pro-
vided a few challenges for what is
normally a very hands-on class, not-
ed Friesen.

“It’s a little trickier some days learn-
ing over video but we still get our
work done,” she said.“We're doing a
lot of improvising.”

WSD announces host of
administrative changes

Western School Division last week
announced several changes to its
school administrative teams for the
2020-2021 school year.

Stepping into the principal role at
Maple Leaf School is Samuel Jerema,
a bilingual educator who has taught
in both high school and elementary
settings and served as vice-principal
with the Winnipeg School Division
for the past six years.

Maple Leaf’s current principal,
Mike Keith, is taking on the role of
instructional support teacher/mentor
for staff new to Western School Divi-
sion.

Jennifer Kroetsch is the new vice-
principal at Minnewasta School.
Kroetsch has been working for WSD
for the past four years. Prior to that,
she spent 10 years working at Gar-
den Valley School Division and a year
with Brandon School Division. She is

currently a resource teacher at Min-
newasta.

Ecole Morden Middle School will
welcome two new vice-principals in
Jordan Pauls and Ashley Zylstra.

Pauls has been teaching at EMMS
for the past three years as a Gr. 8
teacher. Prior to that, he taught for six
years in Alberta across many subject
areas and grade levels.

Zylstra is currently a Gr. 8 teacher
at EMMS. Her teaching experience
spans working in Winnipeg for the
River East Transcona School Division
and teaching abroad in Kuwait. There
she taught both Gr. 7 and Gr. 8 while
being lead teacher.

EMMS will also see a familiar face
as its new principal. Current vice-
principal Garth Shindle takes over
from retiring principal Suzanne Pow-
ell.

[

> GALLERIES, FROM PG. 7

\

will become a regular thing moving
forward.

ing they’re also exploring the pos-
sibility of hosting online art classes.

“It has the potential to get ustoso  “We’re looking at growing a whole
many more people,” he said, add- different virtual gallery.”
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annual show last weekend due to the pan- 4
demic, the Barnswallow Quilt Guild instead
hosted Quilts By The Yard on Saturday, en-
couraging participants to display their quilts
outside at their own homes for passersby to
enjoy. “I think it's a pretty good response,”
organizer Lenore Laverty said of the 44 homes
that took part. “It was some people who
aren’t necessarily Barnswallow members;
there are some community members who
had taken this up and decided they would do
it too, so that was great.” Above: Quilter Lou-

AN

/ ise Gardiner with some of the pieces she had
PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE on display at her Morden home. - /

CANADIAN

TIRE

A CHANGE IN SEASONS CALLS
FOR A CHANGE INTIRES

AND WE'RE HERE TO HELP

Your local Canadian Tire is taking safety seriously, at home and on the road. To help you do that safely, our auto
service centre remains open with reduced hours, and we've put more measures in place to protect our customers
and our employees.You can still find all of our top tire brands like MotoMaster, Michelin, Goodyear and Continental.

AUTO SERVICE CENTRES
REMAIN OPEN

Call today for more information on top
tire brands and to book an appointment.

YOUR WINKLER CANADIAN TIRE
PHONE: (204) 325-4688
HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY -8 AM -5 PM AND SATURDAY 9 AM -3 PM




The Perfect Cottage Rental

When you find the perfect cottage for
you and your family to rent, it’s like find-
ing nirvana. Relaxation, fun and enjoy-
ment are yours for the asking and you
can finally let your shoulders come down
from up around your ears where they
tend to sit the rest of the year round.

Best way to contact cottage owners is
to phone them. Many cottage owners are
located in remote areas where internet
is still a luxury and many of them don’t
check their email on regular basis.

Once you contacted the cottage owner,
be prepared to answer and to ask many
questions.

Good cottage owners always have many
screening procedures that are designed to
make sure that the cottage keys are given
to responsible people who would treat
their cottage with respect.

Once you ready to reserve, you would
need to give your credit card or send a
check to the cottage owner to reserve your
spot.
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Nothing
~ beats

Pelican Lake

Inverness Falls Resort ...

Lake Brereton, Whiteshell Provincial Park
Resort to somewhere very special!

Romance, Relaxation & the Great Outdoors
toll free 1-877-467-0832; info@invernessfallsresort.com
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Make Mother’s > .

Day Special

Each and every day a new woman becomes a moth-
er for the first time or all over again. Being a mother
changes a persons life in dramatic ways.

Mother’s Day is a great time of year to honor moth-
ers and attempt to give back just a portion of the
tireless love and devotion moms offer their children.
Some children provide large gestures, while others
feel it’s the little things that can help a mom to feel
appreciated. For those needing a little inspiration on
treating their mothers in special ways, consider these
ideas.

- Make mom a breakfast in bed with her favorite
morning treats.

- Enjoy a movie at home with mom. Let her pick the
flick and share her favorite film with you.

- Agree to not bicker for the entire day, especially if
you are prone to getting into arguments with siblings.

- Put together a collage of photos from moments
you have shared with mom or your family.

- Cook a meal together and learn about everyone’s
favorite recipes or the family history.

]

- Give her a locket with your photo inside and have
a duplicate you can wear containing her photo.

- Customize a coffee mug, tote bag or a blanket with
a meaningful sentiment or photo.

- Treat mom to a day off from her chores. Tackle all
of the jobs she normally does for the family.

- Bake a delicious dessert that mom will absolutely
devour.

- Pamper mom with a gift card for her favorite nail
salon or massage therapy location.

- Prepare a jar of mom’s favorite candies wrapped
in pieces of paper that have loving sentiments written
on them.

- Compile a playlist of songs and artists mom pre-
fers and download them to her phone.

- Begin a charm bracelet tradition by purchasing a
charm bracelet and a new charm each year that repre-
sents a meaningful memory you both shared.

- Write a new email each day with an inspirational
quote or special words of love for mom.

- Tackle a task that she may not want to do herself,
such as washing the exterior of her car and vacuum-
ing the interior.

’s YOUR WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE

WINKLER, MB ¢ Ph: 325-5538
Service & Selection Guaranteed

Company charges welcome (must be arranged ahead of time)

< JR@:‘

Mother’s Day gift ideas should come from the heart and can

show mothers near and far how much they are appreciated and

loved.

I Women’s Apparel, accessories & more! Sizes XS-XL, 14-24 |

10-880 15th St., Winkler » 204.331. 7071

1
Quality, elegance and timeless fashionable styles in all sizes

Bring this ad into
the store for a

15% Discount!

Winkler Location:
204-325-1396

Zara's Gardens
1/4 mile W of Winkler

Mon-Fri: 9am-9pm
Sat: 9am-6pm

3” Perennials

$2.99

Buy 10
Get1FREE!

3 1/2” Seed Geraniums

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday 9:30am to 4 pm

GREAT DEALS! - MAY 7-17

325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire THE TRADITION CONTINUES - WE GROW
HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF PLANTS!
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Old Morden Creamery
truck finding new life

By Lorne Stelmach

A long abandoned piece of Mor-
den’s history is getting another lease
on life thanks to an automotive resto-
ration service in Ontario.

The Guelph-based Drive Per-
formance has been working with
what remained of a junked Morden
Creamery truck, and the man behind
the project is trying to compile some
of the history behind the vehicle.

“It has a story to tell and we’d like
to know more about it,” said Greg
VanLeeuwen.”I would like to pick up
some of the history of the truck ... if
my dad drove that milk truck, I would
want to know about it.”

There likely isn’t much other con-
nection remaining to the Morden
Creamery, which was established in
1912 and operated for decades, even
despite a significant fire in 1940.

The vehicle was known as a“Divco”
truck, an acronym which stands for
the Detroit Industrial Vehicles Com-
pany that built and marketed them
across North America.

Divco became known for its multi-
stop delivery trucks, particularly for
use as home delivery vehicles by
dairy producers.

Though Divco made numerous com-
mercial vehicles during their 64 years
in business, the snub-nosed model
U and its variants are certainly the
most recognized. Spanning over four
decades, tens of thousands of these
trucks delivered fresh milk daily.

These unique vehicles have been a
particular passion for VanLeeuwen,
whose automotive restoration com-

pany is now doing more customiza-
tion work.

“We’ve done a couple like this now
where we basically take the outer skin
of the vehicle and just make every
else from spec,” he explained, noting
vehicles like this one coming from
a salvage yard are usually in pretty
rough shape.

What little is known about this par-
ticular vehicle is that it was originally
built in Brantford, Ontario and pur-
chased and sent out to the Morden
Creamery.

“It ended up in a salvage yard ... from
there, somehow it got out of there and
it ended up in Ontario, we don’t know
how, and it bobbed around between
two or three different people before
the client that I'm working for ended
up purchasing it,” said VanLeeuwen.
“He ran a milk truck when he was
younger ... he kind of had that his-
tory, and he just loved the style of the
truck.

“Nobody had done anything to it be-
tween the time it was picked up from
the salvage yard and made its way to
Ontario,” he noted. “We’ve been at
this for about three years now.”

Van Leeuwen said there is just
something unique about these trucks
that appeals to him.

“There were areas of the truck that
were just so cool ... the way the body
line carried was pretty cool ... it’s just
a cool piece,” he said.

“That year, it’s very hard to find that
vehicle,” he added. “Everything was
stamped into that body, as opposed
to a little bit later on, a couple years
later, they started to do a flat sheet
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Above: The truck, which was found in a salvage yard, as it has looked
for decades. Right: A work in process.
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Drive Performance in Guelph, Ontario have been working on giving
this old Morden Creamery milk delivery truck a new lease on life.

skin and they would plunk layers of
body moulding on top of it to give it
its rigidity.

“So it's a pretty rare find actually.
It’s the short one; there were so many
different lengths of these trucks ...
so this was your downtown or run
around town truck.”

VanLeeuwen said he initially strug-
gled a bit to get his head wrapped
around this project.

“When we got that truck here, I had
to work through certain things about
it,” he said. “There’s lots of restored
milk trucks out there, so our objective
was basically to make this a modern
Cadillac version.

“It had to have the continuity from
front to back,” he continued. “We
struggled with the look of the nose
in front originally, so we did a whole
bunch of changes to the front end,
just to kind of make it flow.”

As work on the vehicle continues,
VanLeeuwen has reached out to the
Morden community through social
media in the hopes of finding out
more of the history connected to the
truck.

“I would love the opportunity to
chat and gather info and pictures

from any enthusiasts who may have
a connection to it,” he said.

“I don’t really know anything more
about the truck ... there was one per-
son that mentioned that they remem-
bered playing on the truck when
it was still kicking around town,”
said VanLeeuwen. “I thought once I
reached out there to the community
there would be lots of stories to tell
about the Morden Creamery, but I
guess we’re talking about another
whole generation ago”

He likes the thought that it was not
very likely that “one day this truck
was going to go through some crazy
transformation and survive another
century ahead of them again.

“I thought it was pretty cool with
this thing because you know some-
body earned their living with it. I
think that’s what makes restoring the
vehicles a lot of fun. They just don’t
always come with this kind of histo-
ry, though,” he concluded.“We don’t
know the future of the truck, but we
know we’re lengthening its life span.”

If you'd like to check out the build,
head to the company’s Instagram
feed at driven2performance or search
for #projectdiversion.
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Help
Canadians
by Being a

Local
Volunteer

GIANT-TIGER

— your saveoneverything store —

aproud Canadian 288 North Railway St.
company slnce.. MORDEN
( Mon--Sat.8am-10pm
on Sun. 10am-6pm
v &

325 Roblin Blvd E. Winkler, MB
www.idealfloorsmb.ca

(204) 325-4243

W THAN A FABRIC STORE
QUILTING COTTONS - YARN

(204) 325-5074 - 700 NORQUAY DR
www.fabriclandwest.com

486 Jefferson St.

MORDEN

(204) 822-9511

WIENS DOELL
LAW OFFICE

564 Mountain Ave.,
Winkler, MB
Phone:

(204) 325-8807
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§ Cloverdale Paint

* Winkler
FLOOR FASHIONS LTD.

325-8941
885 Memorial Dr., Winkler

SOUTHLAND MALL
(204) 325-4701

Franz Hoeppner Wiens
LAW OFFICE
Barristers & Solicitors,
Notaries Public
www.fhwlaw.ca
204-325-4615
2-500 Main St., Winkler

F CHIIR GEASS

& ALUMINUM

15 Thornhill St., Morden

D=COR

CABINET COMPANY

www.decorcabinets.com

COUNTER SALES

385 MAIN Sr.

WINKLER, MB
204.325.4312

cwwiebemedical.ca

IF YOU ARE
INTERESTED IN
GETTING INVOLVED:
REDCROSS.CA/
HEROESWANTEDMB
OR CALL
204-982-7330

Winkler,
‘Precise Fabrication of Steel into
Everyday Products”
Phone:  (204) 325-0461

wwwironmenindustries.com  Quality in Steel

IN-STORE BREWING

204-822-6069
brewnsip.com

925 Skyline Dr, WINKLER,MB

(204) 325-8155

Certified Professional Repair
Winkler, MB o 325-5223

LIVE WELL WITH

PHARMASAVE

360 Stephen Street. Morden

822-4444
Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-8:00pm
Saturday 9am-5:30pm

Load Line

LODE LINE MFG. INC. « WINKLER

(204) 325-4798

www.huronwin.com

@M&ﬁq

420 Airport Drive Winkler, MB R6W 0J9
(204) 325-9114

141 Market St.

WINKLER
(204) 325-8852

235 Willcocks Road ® Morden
204-822-4774
www.wolfeenterprises.ca

] im M. Smitl)

chartered professional accountants inc.

(204) 325-8033
240 Main St. Winkler, MB
team@jimsmithaccounting.ca
www.jimsmithaccounting.ca

Morden Drugstore
215 Stephen Street, Morden
(204) 822-9992
Q Two Locations
.. To Serve You Better
Clinic Drugstore
Agassiz Medical Centre
(204) 822-6667

Free & Confidential
204.362.0797

WWW.pvpcc.com
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Turkey vultures descend on Morden-Winkler

Local residents have been noticing a few
unique birds in the area of late as the spring

An increasing number of sightings of turkey
vultures—large, dark birds with a broad wing-
span—have been popping up on social media

Bigger than other raptors save eagles and con-
dors, they have long “fingers” at their wingtips
and long tails that extend past their toe tips in
flight. When soaring, turkey vultures hold their
wings slightly raised, making a “V’ when seen

“They do a lot of soaring, and maybe that’s
what is catching people’s attention,” said Paul
Goossen, a retired ornithologist and chairper-
son of the Discovery Nature Sanctuary in Win-

They may appear black from a distance but
up close are dark brown with a featherless red
head and pale bill. While most of their bodies
and forewings are dark, the undersides of the

4 ) By Lorne Stelmach
migration season heats up.
in recent weeks.
head-on.
kler.“They’re kind of an interesting bird.”
SUBMITTED
PHOTO BY
LES TITCHKOSKY
. J

flight feathers along the trailing edge and wing-
tips are paler, giving a two-toned appearance.

If you see something soaring and making
wobbly circles, it’s likely a turkey vulture, Goos-
sen said, as these birds ride thermals in the sky
and use their keen sense of smell to find fresh
carcasses.

“They sort of teeter back and forth as they
glide or as they move around,” he said.“They’re
obviously taking advantage of thermal activi-
ties of up-currents and that kind of stuff. You
usually don’t see them flapping—you usually
see them gliding and circling.”

Goossen noted migration season starts in late
March and can last into May.

“This is the time that they are moving through
... a lot of them move through the Pembina Val-
ley,” he said. “They’ll eventually find a place
to nest. They like to nest in old, broken down
buildings ... or they’ll find maybe an old wind
row and just find a place to nest.”

The migration of the various species of rap-

Continued on page 16

Morden Corn & Apple Festival cancelled for 2020

By Lorne Stelmach

For the first time in 53 years, the
Morden Corn and Apple Festival has
been cancelled.

The Aug. 21-23 celebration—which
draws upwards of 80,000 people to
downtown Morden each year—be-
came the latest casualty of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic as the province an-
nounced community festivals would
not be allowed until at least Septem-
ber.

“It was clear it was the only real ac-
ceptable option,” executive director
Tim Hodge said last week.

“Obviously there’s major humani-
tarian and health and safety concerns
with having it,” he said.”It would just
be completely unacceptable for the
festival to be a cause of a COVID-19
outbreak in Morden ...it’s a cost that’s
just far too great to even consider.

“There were also major budgetary
concerns as well with a lot of busi-
nesses struggling with shutdowns.
We were expecting major hits to spon-
sorship revenue and sales revenue at
the festival,” Hodge added. “But the
conversation didn’t even have to get
to the budgetary concerns.”

Festival chairperson Nathan Knight
echoed Hodge’s thoughts.

“We had been hoping that the Corn
& Apple Festival would be a rallying
event for the local community and
the greater province of Manitoba,
but when it became clear that this

pandemic wouldn’t be over before
the end of August, cancellation was
the only option we were comfortable
with,” he said.

Directors are now weighing their
options for offering something fun
to help fill the long summer months
ahead.

“We still want to have something
this summer. We’re looking into do-
ing some livestream concerts that

would be available for anyone to view
online,” said Hodge. “We pride our-
selves on our very popular free enter-
tainment during the festival ... so we
would like to have some kind of free
entertainment available online.”

The plan is to reach out to local mu-
sical acts to perform.

“It would be a nice chance for us to
support some local artists,” Hodge
said. “With every local event cancel-

ling, local artists are hurting ... so we
would love to be able to give back to
the community that supports us so
well by being able to provide some
local concerts with local talent.

“We're also looking for some other
ideas as well. We’ll have more infor-
mation on that as summer starts and
we’ve had more time to get our bear-
ings with all these changes.”

Ditto for Winkler Harvest Festival

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Harvest Festival com-
mittee announced last week that the
2020 festival is a no-go.

The province’s announcement that
it will not be allowing large commu-
nity festivals before fall took the de-
cision out of the committee’s hands,
said city events coordinator Nolan
Dueck.

“In the last month and a half we’ve
been looking at what are our options

as far as how this summer might work.
We'd still been planning as though
the festival was going to happen, so
this is obviously a disappointment,”
he said. “But it’s one of those things
that needs to be done. The safety of
our patrons, our attendees is the most
important thing.”

The 36th Harvest Festival was
scheduled to take place Aug. 7-9 at
the Parkland fairgrounds.

Postponing the festival until Sep-
tember wasn’t a viable option, Dueck

noted, as it’s not clear whether large
public gatherings will be allowed
even by then, making planning dif-
ficult.

That said, the hope is to bring the
community together in some way
once COVID-19 restrictions are eased.

“We are looking at having some
kind of an event once all this is said
and done,” Dueck said.”“Once we are
able, we want to get everyone back to-
gether to celebrate.”

Plum Fest looking forward to “bigger and better” 2021

Also joining the ranks of cancelled
summer festivals this year is the Plum
Coulee Plum Fest.

Organizer June Letkeman con-

firmed on Monday that the Aug. 14-
16 celebration has been cancelled
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“It’s sad but we look forward to a

bigger and better Plum Fest in 2021,”
Letkeman said.



By Lorne Stelmach

It has been unusually quiet at the
Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre
with Morden’s star attraction shut
down in response to COVID-19.

Aside from the flow of tourists and
visitors, the centre would normal-
ly have been busy with its annual
spring break camp a few weeks ago
while gearing up for the busy sum-
mer season ahead

Instead, staff layoffs have left execu-
tive director Adolfo Cuetara holding
down the fort on his own.

Although the province last week
cleared the way for facilities like mu-
seums to reopen as of Monday, Cu-
etara anticipates it might be a little
while yet before the CFDC will be in
a position to do so.

“We have to wait for the city to re-
open the Access Event Centre ... they
have to think of the safety of the peo-
ple,” he said on Friday.“We also have
to prepare for all of the requirements
to open again because it’s not easy
... it’s not very clear yet what the re-
quirements are.”

Cuetara is uncertain what their
summer season will look like with
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CFDC has made the most of unexpected downtime
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the museum not being in a position to
plan and prepare for such programs
as its popular dig tours, so it might
mean surviving on just admissions
and gift shop sales in the short term.
“I think we will be open soon but
justin a partial way,” he said, suggest-
ing the museum may need to start off
with a skeleton staff. “I expect, with
the number of visitors that we would
be allowed, I think we will have to
close some parts of the museum.”

Cuetara has been facing this chal-
lenging time only a few months into
his role as director. He’s spent the
past several weeks doing what he
could behind-the-scenes.

“My plan was to focus on the things
we can control ... to have the museum
in shape and with new things for the
reopening, whenever that will be,” he
said, noting the extra time finally al-
lowed him to properly mount the Mo-
sasART exhibit.

He’s also been working to keep the
public engaged through social media
with posts about the museum’s his-
tory and extensive collection of pre-
historic fossils.

“Every day I have been posting
something that ordinarily people
won’t know or cannot see,” Cueta-
ra said, urging people to follow the
CFDC on Facebook for updates on
their reopening plans.

Local school divisions lay off support staff

By Lorne Stelmach

Temporary layoffs have impacted a
range of support staff in local school
divisions while schools remain closed
as a result of the pandemic.

Both Garden Valley and Western
School Division estimate about a
third of their support staff are out of
work for the time being as students
learn from home.

“We would have preferred to keep
them all working,”said Garden Valley
superintendent Todd Monster.

“All of our employees are great indi-
viduals, and we know that these kinds
of changes are stressful on everyone
... at every opportunity, we want to
make sure that our staff understand
that they are valued members of our
division education team.”

“We've been assessing as we go
along ... what our workforce needs
are and having regular conversations,
very positive ones, with our staff
groups,” said Western superinten-
dent Stephen Ross. “We actually are
reassessing every week, and we’re
talking to our schools and we are also
talking to our staff.”

Under the direction of the province,
which has asked divisions to assess
whether there is enough meaning-
ful work for staff as schools remain
closed, WSD has had to lay off about
40 people.

“We initially looked at what our
work needs were and then we ap-
proached staff with a voluntary lay-
off based on the amount of work that
we did have,” Ross explained.“We've
been looking at it and refining it as
the province comes out with a bit
more direction.”

He suggested the division was well
positioned with technology to deal
with the learning curve that came
with the move to distance education.

“For us, a huge amount of our learn-
ing is going online through some dig-
ital platforms ... there’s live teaching
that’s going on every day for lots of
our students,” Ross said.

“We also have a number of families
that are receiving print packages, so
we do have a delivery system set up
with a few of our bus drivers right
now who are delivering ... packages
as well as some food and nutrition
pieces and technology devices.”

“WITH EACH PASSING WEEK, WE'RE ABLE TO GET A
MUCH BETTER IDEA OF THE CONTINUING NEEDS ... IT
WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO FIND MEANINGFUL WORK FOR

EVERYONE."

Recent feedback from WSD schools
suggests there is a need to maintain a
good level of staffing as students be-
gan to really embrace off-site learn-
ing.

“They really need all of the people
that they currently have; we're seeing
areal spike in the learning things that
are going on, which is awesome, and
if we were to remove more people at
this point in time we would likely see
a drop in the connection we are hav-
ing with kids at homes,” Ross said.
“We’re going to keep an eye on that,
and if we do start to see the engage-
ment tails off, then we will have to re-
assess what our workforce needs are.”

In Garden Valley, the layoffs im-
pacted 124 employees including edu-

cational assistants, bus drivers, and
cafeteria workers.

“At the very start of the suspension
of classes, we felt it was necessary to
keep all staff working until we had
a good idea of the needs associated
with delivering distance education
because it’s not something we’ve ever
done before,” Monster said. “With
each passing week, we’re able to get
a much better idea of the continuing
needs, and of course we realized it
was not possible to find meaningful
work for everyone.”

Staffing levels are something the di-
vision will continue to reassess as the
months go by.

Continued on page 16

Check out the Winkler Morden Voice online at www.winklermordenvoice.ca
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Dog owners reminded to maintain control of their pets

By Lorne Stelmach

Two close calls with dogs within a
week has a Morden resident appeal-
ing to the community to do a better
job of keeping their animals under
control.

Darlene Spence was also looking
for assurances from the city that it
is doing all it can to enforce its ani-
mal control bylaws after a couple of
frightening incidents while she was
out with her own dog.

“If your dog has any aggressive ten-

dency, please keep it on its leash,”
said Spence.

Spence was running past Morden
Park with her leashed dog when they
encountered another dog that was
on a leash but had apparently gotten
loose from its owner.

“I'm trying to stay between the two
dogs and it just got hold of her hind
end,” she said.“She lost some fur, but
I don’t think it got through the fur to
the skin at least.”

She was then out with her dog again
on the trail at Lake Minnewasta when
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a pack of three big dogs on the loose
came at them from behind.

“They came out of nowhere and
just surrounded us ... they backed off
when I started yelling at them, but I
don’t know these dogs, I don’t know
what they’re capable of,” said Spence.

“I've talked to other people on the
lake trail as well, and they have all
met these dogs ... there’s people who
are scared to go around the lake trail.”

City of Morden bylaw enforcement
officer Rick Paracholski said there has
been a bit of a spike in incidents in-
volving dogs of late and the city does
take such reports seriously.

“With a lot of people out now walk-
ing a lot more, trying to get some fresh
air, it has increased,” he said.”Most of
the times when these occur ... the dog
is on a leash and they got a little too
close together ... I think that’s been a
majority of them.

“No matter what, though, we don’t
tolerate if a dog bites another dog ...
you can get some pretty hefty fines if
you’re not in control of your animal.”

Those fines include $150 for a dog
wandering at large or disturbing the
quiet, $250 for being unleashed, and
$850 for an attack. If your dog bites a
person and it is not up to date with its

shots, the animal is impounded for 10
days.

“We raised them all a couple years
ago because people weren’t taking
them seriously,” said Paracholski of
the fines.”We do take it seriously.”

Morden Police Chief Brad Neduzak
said they do get contacted occasion-
ally about dogs, but those complaints
are generally handled by the bylaw
enforcement officer.

“We get them every now and then ...
I wouldn’t say it’s a persistent prob-
lem,” he said.“We’ll deal with it if it
came to be something more serious.”

Neduzak cautioned people who
might be tempted to carry some sort
of weapon or pepper spray as a form
of defense.

“We can’t condone carrying weap-
ons for any purpose ... we obviously
discourage people from carrying
knives or things like that on them,”
he stressed. “Be conscious of where
you're walking your animals, and if
there are issues at a particular loca-
tion, try to avoid that location.

“You obviously have to protect your-
self the best way possible, but to carry
weapons is not the answer.”

To report a stray or vicious dog, call
204-822-5431.

Manitoba taking cautious steps forward to reopen economy

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Manitoba’s chief public health of-
ficer Dr. Brent Roussin had no new
cases of COVID-19 to report at Mon-
day’s daily press briefing.

The day before saw one new case
added to Manitoba’s tally, bringing
the total number of lab-confirmed
positive and probable positive cases
281.

Of those, 37 cases are currently ac-
tive. There are five people in hospital
with COVID-19, none in intensive
care. A total of 238 people have recov-
ered. Six Manitobans have died.

Monday also marked the first phase
of Manitoba’s plans to reopen the
economy, with many businesses pre-
viously deemed non-essential now
able to open again to the public un-
der strict guidelines.

Dr. Roussin said health officials will
be watching the impact of reopening
measures very closely in the weeks to
come.

“It needs to be noted that this is not
a return to normal,” he stressed.“This
is a gradual and cautious reopening
of the economy with very stringent
restrictions at first to continue our
limitation of the transmission of the

virus.

“We can’t let our guards down at

this point,” Roussin said, encourag-
ing Manitobans to continue physical
distancing measures and good hand
hygiene.“”What’s going to be very im-
portant, what’s vital moving forward,
is that individuals who are experienc-
ing symptoms, people who are ill,
need to stay home.”

COVID-19 testing is now open to

anyone showing symptoms.

> TURKEY VULTURES,

tors is quite widespread, Goossen
said, but this region is one area of
particular interest for observation.

“There’s certain areas where they
appear to congregate a bit more, and
the Pembina Valley is certainly one
where there’s thousands of raptors
that move up through that particu-
lar area.”

“We've continued to increase our
testing capacity,” Roussin said. “Any
Manitobans experiencing respiratory
symptoms—fever, cough, sore throat,
runny nose—can present for testing.”

As of Monday, the province had
performed 27,446 tests for COVID-19
since early February.

Even if you're not showing symp-
toms, avoiding non-essential errands
outside your home is the best way to
protect yourself and others, Roussin

FROM PG. 14

There is much that has been
learned about these birds through
research, added Goossen, noting
that “a lot of them have been actu-
ally wing tagged in Saskatchewan as
part of a migration study.”

Past tracking of one turkey vulture
found it wintered in Costa Rica and
summered in Nebraska, while an-

> SCHOOL DIVISIONS, FROM PG. 15

“We’ll continue to monitor the
situation with the combination of
schools not being in session and the

direction from government,” Mon-
ster said. “We’ll continue to look at
what supports are essential to stu-

said.

“Right now we’re still advising to
stay home as much as possible,” he
said.“This is vital for people who are
at increased risk of severe outcomes
with this virus. So those over age 65,
those with underlying medical condi-
tions ... those [who are] immune com-
prised need to take extra care, should
stay home as much as possible, limit
your exposure to others.”

other nestling from Saskatchewan
had its wing tag read all the way
down in Venezuela.

Other reports have noted flight
speeds of about 40 kph without a tail
wind and elevations of up to 3,000
feet above ground.

dents and their learning right now,
and then we’ll see where things go
as we get further down this path.”



our Classified Ad Today -

WORK WANTED

Available to do renos,
repairs, maintenance,
painting, siding, roofs,
fix-ups. Residential or
commercial. Call Bill at
204-362-2645 or leave
a message at 204-822-
3582.

Do-it-yourself  project
gone bad? Need help
to start or finish? | can
help. Call 204-362-
2645 or lve. message at
204-822-3582.

MISCELLANEOUS

Junkies Estate, Sal-
vage, Antiques & Oddi-
ties. Buying full or par-
tial estates, contents of
homes, farms, cottag-
es, barns, sheds, ga-
rages etc. Wanted/buy-
ing most anything old
and interesting! Please
contact at twojunkies @
outlook.com, or by text
or phone at 204-918-
1607.

MISCELLANEOUS

Is your business open-
ing up again? Getting
ready to re-open? Let
people know!!! Tt pays
to advertise. Use this
window of opportunity
to get your message
out quickly. The blan-
ket classifieds reach
over 400,000 Manitoba
readers weekly. For as
little as $189 + GST,
get your important mes-
saging out! Business
changes, the need for
staff, items for sale in
a hurry, cancellations.
People are relying on
this information even
more to stay informed
in your area and across
the province during
COVID-19. Keep the
people of Manitoba in
the loop. The 48 weekly
community newspapers
can help. Call us at
204-467-5836 to book
or email classified@
mcna.com for details.
MCNA 204-947-1691.
www.mcna.com

57 Hespeler Ave W.
Schanzenfeld

204-361-5523

Brands: Shapewear,

MISCELLANEOUS

Trailers, truckbeds
& tires. Full repair &
safeties. Vehicle parts,
tires & wheels. Vehicle
& ftrailer parts & bat-
teries. Sales, financ-
ing & leasing. Kaldeck
Truck & Trailer Inc. Hwy
#1, MacGregor, MB.
1-888-685-3127. www.
kaldecktrailers.com

HEALTH

Are you suffering from
joint or arthritic pain? If
so, you owe it to your-
self to try elk velvet
antler capsules. Hun-
dreds have found relief.
Benefits humans and
pets. EVA is composed
of proteins, amino ac-
ids, minerals, lipids and
water. Key compounds
that work to stimulate
red blood cell produc-
tion & cartilage cell re-
generation & develop-
ment. Stonewood Elk
Ranch Ltd., 204-467-
8884 or e-mail stone
woodelkranch@ mymts.
net

BOOK\YOUR
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Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

FEED & SEED

Forage seed for sale:
organic & conventional:
Sweet Clover, Alfalfa,
Red Clover, Smooth
Brome, Meadow
Brome, Crested Wheat-
grass, Timothy, etc. Star
City, SK. Birch Rose
Acres Ltd. 306-921-
9942,

Voice

Call 325-6888

Cameras & Lenses
Numerous Canon cameras
Canon Rebel XS, Canon Rebel XS1,
Canon Rebel SL1.

Various lenses 18-55, 55-150, 75-200.
OFFERS

Phone or text for more details
204-513-5611

GoPro Hero 5

Black with 3 GoPro batteries and
charging hub and micro SD card.
and Go Pro Hero session with
micro SD card and charger

Phone or text for more details
204-513-5611

DJI Mavic Pro

with 2 batteries, micro SD card, extra
propellers and pelican hard case.

Phone or text for more details
204-513-5611

BATTERIES FOR

MEYERS EVERYTHING!
ONLINE GUN
50,000 BATTERIES
AUCTION IN STOCK
Saturday May 30th  *Auto *Farm *Marine

*Construction *ATV
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Phones *Computers

Arden, Manitoba

To consign call

HIP/KNEE
Replacement?

Other medical
conditions causing

BOOK YOUR
ANNOUNCEMENT

TROUBLE WALKING

or DRESSING? e BIRTHDAYS
The Disability Tax

Credit allows for ® MARRIAGES

$2,500 yearly tax
credit and $20,000

Lump sum refund.

e ANNIVERSARIES

Ta\.ke advantage of e N OTI C E S
g;l;flt;?é.\lv; quickest ® O B IT U A R I E s
i Natonvrie!  IN MEMORIAMS
204-453-5372 e ENGAGEMENTS
e BIRTHS
SHOP LOCAL e THANK YOUS

SUPPORT OUR
LOCAL
BUSINESSES

e GRADUATIONS
CALL:

Winkler @) Morden
‘/0 2CE€ 3256888

LeUnique, Styllus Bras,
Custom made panties
Kids Booties

OPEN: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 1pm - 5pm
Tuesday & Thursday 10am - 5pm

For Evenings & Saturdays - by appointment only
Stay tuned to this weekly ad in the
Voice for upcoming details on this event!

Book Your Classified Ad Today - Call 325-6888
or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

PUBLIC NOTICE

R.M. of ROLAND
PUBLIC NOTICE -

2020 FINANCIAL PLAN
The Council of the R.M. of Roland will
hold a Public Hearing to present
the 2020 Financial Plan:
Thursday May 28, 2020 « 7:00 p.m.
Roland Memorial Hall
Interested persons may make
representation, ask questions, or
register an objection to the Plan.

Copies of the Financial
Plan will be available for
review from the Municipal
Office after May 20, 2020.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Brad at *Solar Systems & design
M]]MI@M 204 476 6262 * Everything Else!
Or visit 1390t James St.
NODAY, www. W
meyersauctlons. 1-877-775-8271
Vowuio Eme com www.batteryman.ca
Call 325-688 Email Please support our advertisers
ads@winklermorcenvoice.ca S OP LO AL

PUBLIC NOTICE

RURAL MUNICIPALITY
OF THOMPSON

PUBLIC NOTICE
2020 FINANCIAL PLAN

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Subsection 162(2) of the Munici-

pal Act that Council for the Rural Municipality of Thompson intends to pres-
ent its Financial Plan for the fiscal year 2020 at a public hearing located at:

Miami Community Centre
34112 PTH23, Miami, MB
Thursday May 28, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.

Council will hear any person who wishes to make representation, ask ques-
tions or register an objection to the Financial Plan. Copies of the Financial
Plan will be made available for upon request, via e-mail or telephone.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions all persons wishing to attend must contact our
office in advance.

Christie de Rocquigny, CMMA
Interim CAO, RM of Thompson
info@rmofthompson.com
204-435-2114

LIQUOR LICENCE APPLICATION
PUBLIC NOTICE CITY OF WINKLER

operatingas  WINKLER ARENA - MERIDIAN EXHIBITION CENTRE

at 600 PARK STREET, WINKLER, MANITOBA

has applied for ENTERTAINMENT FACILITY LIQUOR SERVICE LICENCE
to serve liquor
from: MONDAY TO SUNDAY
9:00 A.M. to 2:00 A.M.

1:00 P.M. to 2:00 A.M. REMEMBRANCE DAY

Citizen and community input is an important part of the application
process.

Please contact the Liquor, Gaming and Cannabis Authority of Manitoba
at 204-927-5300, if you have questions about this application.

Please contact your municipality if you have questions about zoning
bylaws and requirements.

If you want to make a formal objection to th is application, please send
us your objection in writing by 4:30 p.m.
14 DAYS FOLLOWING THE PUBLICATION OF THIS ADVERTISEMENT

You can email, mail or fax your objection. Please include your contact
information .

Email: objection@LGCAmb.ca

Mail: LGCA Objections, 1055 Milt Stegall Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3G 0Z6

Fax: 204-927-5385

* We respond to all formal objections and will work to resolve
objections before issuing a licence.

¢ A copy of the objection, including the name of the person who
submits the objection, will be provided to the licence applicant.

e Each person who submits an objection will be advised in writing
of the outcome to the licence application.
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Cathy Lone

(lient & Staff Coordinator Operations Manager

PRODUCTS ARE: HIGHLY CONCENTRATED,
Calll MEMORIAL RESTORATIONS HIGH PERFORMANCE AND COST EFFECTIVE. Heavenly Care Agency Heavenly Care Agency
CEMETERY SERVICE « Cleaners - Degreasers - Disinfectants - Water Treatment Cell: 204-384-5426 Cell: 204-822-6371
204-325-6888 fm r@emts.n - Sanitizers « Pit and Lagoon Treatment « Hand Disinfectants
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Ph. 204.822.3454 Cell 204.362.2064 email: disinfectproductsltd@gmail.com Toll Free: 1-833-952-9573 Email: info@heavenlycare.ca
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Announcements

CARD OF THANKS

Our loss of Dad (Russ Amy) would have been
sad at anytime, but it was amplified due to
the restrictions amid the Covid-19 pandemic.
We wish to express our sincerest gratitude
for all the thoughtfulness shown to us by so

I am truly grateful for family and friends who
helped me celebrate my 100th birthday. | will
be making a donation to BTHC Foundation,
Cancer Care in appreciation.

-Daisy Watchorn

many. The flowers brightened our spirits, the
food sustained us and the cards, condolences
and good memories of Dad that people took
the time to convey to us were heart-warming.
Thank-you all for your caring, it truly made a
difference.
A very special thank-you to all of the homecare
workers who helped dad during the past few
years. He looked forward to you coming in
and out during the day. Your services made it
possible for him to maintain his independence
until the last three weeks of his life. You are
special individuals! Thanks again.
-Jan and David Henderson
Joan and David Kidd
Brent and Bonnie Amy
And Families

BOOK YOUR
ANNOUNCEMENT

Jack Fehr
January 23, 1947- May 8, 2019

e BIRTHDAYS Our lives go on without you,
But nothing is the same;
* MARRIAGES We have to hide our heartache,
e ANNIVERSARIES When someone speaks your name.
e NOTICES Sad are the hearts that love you,
e OBITUARIES Silent are the tears that fall;

Living without you
Is the hardest part of all.
You did so many things for us,
Your heart was so kind and true;
And when we needed someone,
We could always count on you.
The special years will not return,
When we were all together;
But with the love in our heart,
You will walk with us forever.
-Love and missed by
your family

Evelyn (Rosen) Alwin

Evelyn (Rosen) Alwin, age 99, of Janesville, WI, passed away on
Saturday, April 18, 2020. She was born December 29, 1920, on the
family farm in southern Manitoba, the daughter of Ferdinand and
Natalie Rosen.

Evelyn earned her Canadian teaching certificate after graduating
high school and proceeded to teach in one-room schoolhouses
throughout rural Manitoba. She later decided to continue her
education and graduated in 1950 from Lakeland College in
Sheboygan, WI. She was united in marriage to Edgar O. Alwin
on August 23, 1952, in Manitoba. Evelyn worked for the Palmyra-
Eagle Area School District for over 30 years as a 3rd grade teacher,
retiring at age 70. She was a devoted and active member of the
First Congregational United Church of Christ in Elkhorn, Delavan,
and most recently in Janesville, WI. She was very civic minded and

served on the Matheson Memorial Library Board in Elkhorn for several years. When not working
or serving her church and community, Evelyn enjoyed gardening, birding, baking, knitting,
quilting, working puzzles, and playing cribbage with friends. She and Edgar moved from Elkhorn
to the Cedar Crest Retirement Community in 2003. Evelyn was a loving and devoted mother
and grandmother who will be greatly missed. She was dearly loved and respected as a friendly,
thoughtful neighbor and friend by all who knew her.

Evelyn is survived by her daughter, Carol Sinesi, and her beloved grandchildren, Alexandra
and Peter, all of Framingham, MA; a sister, Isabel Reichert of Morden, Manitoba; a very good
friend, Elaine Lundgren, of Elkhorn, WI; many nieces, nephews and their families; and many good
friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, Edgar; two sisters, Edna Reichert
and Marjorie Brunn; and three brothers-in-law, Cecil Reichert, Roy Brunn, and Howard Reichert.

Evelyn’s family would like to give a special thank you to the wonderful staff and volunteers at
Cedar Crest.

Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic a memorial service will be held at a later date.

Memorial contributions are welcome at ECHO Janesville or the charity of your choice.

SCHNEIDER FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY is assisting the family. For online condolences
and guestbook, please visit: www.schneiderfuneraldirectors.com

¢ IN MEMORIAMS
e ENGAGEMENTS
e BIRTHS

e THANK YOUS

e GRADUATIONS

CALL:
325-6888
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Sandra Lorraine Kehler
(nee Derksen)
1948 — 2020

On Wednesday, April 29, 2020 at Boundary Trails Health Centre,
Sandra Kehler age 71 yeas of Plum Coulee, MB passed away of a
sudden illness.
Sandra was born July 30, 1948 to David and Susan Derksen.
Sandra grew up in Horndean and Rosenfeld where she babysat
and helped take care of her brothers. On June 4, 1969 she married
John Kehler. They spent some time traveling while John worked
pipeline before they settled in Plum Coulee and had two beautiful
daughters, Sheryl and Donna. Throughout these years she worked
in sewing factories and did factory sewing at home. She loved
gardening, crocheting and doing crossword puzzles. She was famous far and wide for her dill
pickles. In 2005 her granddaughter, Bailey was born. Bailey was the light of her grandparent’s
life. Sandy was the best grandma, playing on the floor with Bailey, always making sure she had
games and craft supplies to keep Bailey entertained. Bailey spent time at her grandparents every
summer and they all treasured those times together.

Sandy is survived by two daughters, Sheryl (Jeremy) Thiessen, Donna Kehler; granddaughter,
Bailey Thiessen; three brothers, Lorne (Ruth) Derksen, Ryan (Lynne) Derksen, Clifford (Mary)
Derksen; brother-in-law, David (Hilda) Kehler; and sister-in-law, Mary (Dave) Klassen and many
nieces and nephews.

If friends so desire donations may be made in Sandy’s memory to the Boundary Trails Health
Centre Foundation.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Menno Funk
January 9, 1925 - April 21, 2020

Our beloved father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, Menno
Funk, entered the gates of heaven on April 21, 2020, at the Altona
Hospital after a brief hospitalization. His was an extraordinary life
of 95 years which we celebrate, with thanksgiving!

Menno was born on January 9, 1925, to Jacob N.H. and
Katharina (Harms) Funk in the Altbergthal School District, west of
Altona. He was the second of five children, and had many fond
memories of farm life in a loving home and community. In 1941,
Margaret Schroeder caught Dad’s eye and they married in July,
1947, after Dad had served as a Conscientious Objector (CO) the
latter part of World War Il and then started work with CVO as it
began operations in Altona in 1945.

Menno and Margaret established their home in Altona, where they raised four daughters.
Theirs was a loving and welcoming home with an emphasis on faith, education, hospitality and
service. Menno spent his entire career of more than 45 years with CVO/CSP Foods/Bunge, and
his contributions as the Production Manager were valued by many.

Dad embraced life with vigour, enthusiasm, and a vibrant interest in others and the world
around him. He was a humble man of faith, intelligence and integrity. Dad and Mom were active
members of the Altona Bergthaler Church throughout their marriage as deacons, Sunday School
teachers, and Dad as a lay minister for years. Faith was central to both their lives.

Dad was also very community minded as an avid Altona supporter (licence plate was ‘ALTONA’),
a volunteer fireman and ambulance driver for years, an Altona Town Council member, and a
representative on the Credit Union and numerous other Boards. He loved participating in and
following numerous sports and after no longer being involved in baseball, hockey and curling,
was able to continue golfing through the summer of 2019.

After the death of Margaret in 2010, following almost 63 years of marriage, Dad persevered and
remained a shining example of gratitude while maintaining his keen interest in life, no matter the
circumstances. Even as health was failing in the past year, he remained a man of faith, integrity
and pragmatism who loved and followed Jesus.

Menno was an amazing grandpa and great-grandpa who was always welcoming and accepting
of all who entered the family over the years. His love for family was unconditional. The extended
family was thankfully able to make Zoom contact with Dad/Grandpa/Opa Funk on the Easter
weekend, just before hospitalization was required. He was cherished and will be dearly missed!

Menno is survived by four daughters and their families: Marlene (Baj) Permanand and their
children Shadell Permanand (Maya, Chelsea), Jason (Bonnie) Permanand (Kiran, Erika), Winston
(Leah) Permanand (Quinnlan); Iris (Ken) Kliewer and their children J.D. (Sara) Kliewer (Micaella,
Annalise), Karin Kliewer (Ada, Hayley); Kathryn Funk (Dwight Suderman) and their daughter Alexx
(Nolan) Froese (Sophia, Logan); Denise (Lorne) Voth and their children Dylan (Teryl Sansom) Voth
(Sam), Coltyn (Melissa) Voth (Jettsen, Finnigan), Tyler (Michele) Voth. He is also survived by one
sister, three sisters-in-law and one brother-in-law. He was predeceased by his beloved wife
Margaret; his brothers Edwin (Tina) Funk and Otto (Margaret) Funk; his sister Evelyn (Howard)
Epp and numerous sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law.

A private family service and interment at the Altona Cemetery was held on April 24, 2020 and a
memorial service will be planned for a later date. Arrangements by Wiebe Funeral Home, Altona.

Donations may be made to the Canadian Foodgrains Bank or Blue Sky Opportunities.

A heartfelt thanks goes to the Altona Hospital staff for their compassionate care amid the
COVID-19 restrictions. For the many prayers, condolences and offers of support, we thank you.
Our Dad always believed that “For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain.” (Phil. 1:21).

-The family
Wiebe Funeral Home, Altona
In care of arrangements



2017 LINCOLN
MKC
RESERVE
AWD

RIDE IN STYLE WITH THIS BEAUTY!
FEATURING A 2.3L ECOBOOST, 190171
ADAPTIVE CRUISE CONTROL, LANE
KEEPING, PARK ASSIST, APPLE
CARPLAY, ANDROID AUTO, SYNC 3,
NAVIGATION, HEATED/VENTILATED
CAPPUCCINO LEATHER, '
PANORAMIC MOONROOF & 60,000 KM. PLUS PST/GST

2017 GMC
TERRAIN
SLE2 AWD

20U018

3.6L V6 » HEATED SEATS
TOUCHSCREEN W/ BLUETOOTH
BACK-UP CAMERA e 85,000 KM

’20,500

PLUS PST/GST

2018 FLEX rouvtet
LIMITED
AWD

35LV6
SYNC 3 W/ NAVIGATION
HEATED LEATHER
MULTI-PANEL MOONROOF
53,000 KM

28,900

PLUS PST/GST

2017 EXPLORER o

SPORT
"32,900

4WD
PLUS PST/GST

3.5LECOBOOST W/ 365 HP
SYNC 3 W/ NAVIGATION
ADAPTIVE CRUISE CONTROL
2ND ROW CAPTAINS CHAIRS
146,000 KM

o

Permit No. 1162

Boh Derksen Brian Derksen Konrad Friesen John Friesen

690 MEMORIAL DRIVE - 323-41T1

WWW.HOMETOWNFORD.CA

Josh Watkins
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2017 NISSAN ROGUE SL PLATINUM AWD

STK W9AITA

$21,988

+TAX

LEATHER INTERIOR,
POWER SUNROOF,
FACTORY NAVIGATION,
LOCAL TRADE

;m; 2017 HONDA CR-V EXL AWD

STK W9376A

$27,995

+TAX
0% 2018 HYUNDAI TUCSON SE AWD

LEATHER INTERIOR,
POWER SUNROOF,
LOCAL TRADE

STK W9185A

i $23,998
+TAX
-

Pemit #2816

CHEVROLET BUICK GMC LTD

WINKLER - CARMAN
KURT MILLER HENRY BLATZ ERK:TNIESSEN SHIRLEY JANZEN

KURT@IPB.CA HENRY@JPB.CA SHIRLEY@JPB.CA

1-888-305-8017- 204 325951

WWW.JANZENCHEVROLET.CA

WEEKLY SPECIALS!

2013 KIA Optima LX STOCK NUMBER

#134237
104,000 KMS

1 $8,988

STOCK NUMBER
#173095

69,000 KMS

2017 Dodge Journey
Crossroad

[ $23,988

2019 Subaru Forester SR
Sport

61,000 KMS

[ $27,988

2017 Chevrolet Traverse Sk
LT

38,000 KMS

ERNED

WAYNE CHUCK BILL Jopy MARIA

outhland
HONDA

WWW SOUTHLANDHONDA,COM
1-877-206-6322 + 3251809 e

*Honda oyl Progra, *Lase Rat,***eices ot ety pcre.
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