
PKF Lawyers, Manitoba’s law firm. Providing 

trustworthy, expert, real-world results since 1924. 

Ready to serve today, tomorrow, always. pkflawyers.com
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Grads on Grads on 
paradeparade

Morden Collegiate’s class of 2026 didn’t let a little Morden Collegiate’s class of 2026 didn’t let a little 
rain stop them from parading through town in their rain stop them from parading through town in their 
fi nery Monday night. For more photos, see Pg. 9.fi nery Monday night. For more photos, see Pg. 9.

PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICEPHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE



2   The Voice  Thursday, June 25, 2026

Pride billboard vandalized
By Lorne Stelmach

The vandalism done to a billboard 
between Morden and Winkler stating 
that “Pride belongs in the Pembina 
Valley” doesn’t dissuade the presi-
dent of Pembina Valley Pride.

Quite to the contrary, Pauline Emer-
son-Froebe is almost encouraged by it 
as it demonstrates they are having an 
impact in the area and especially in 
Winkler, which hosted its fi rst Pride 
celebration earlier this month.

“It is disheartening … I was angry, 
but I suppose it’s just made us more 
determined,” said Emerson-Froebe. 
“We have made strides in the Pem-
bina Valley and in the Winkler area, 
and apparently we must be making 
an impact for somebody to get their 
attention enough to get a ladder out, 
climb a pole, and spray paint the sign.

“It was shocking that someone 
would go through that amount of 
trouble and eff ort … in past years, 
we’ve had things like fl ags stolen 
and things like that, but to really do 
this on such a public scale ... ” Emer-
son-Froebe said. “This is the second 
year we’ve had a billboard … we had 
one last year too, so this isn’t neces-
sarily a new thing for us.”

Emerson-Froebe stressed they will 

not be deterred in their work of sup-
porting and bringing together the lo-
cal 2SLGBTQIA+ community.

“We’re trying to really take this en-
ergy and not just use it as venom. We 
really want to turn it, and we want to 
do good and continue with our good. 
Even though it is very disheartening, 
and it is really frustrating … we’re 
sort of silver lining people, so we’re 
trying to fi nd how to move forward 
with it.

“It’s a bit of a confi rmation. It’s very 
easy to ignore people. People do it all 
the time, right? And it’d be very easy 
to ignore what we’re doing, but for 
some, it’s making enough of an im-
pact that they want to make their im-
pact in retaliation,” Emerson-Froebe 
said. “There is a lot of resilience in this 
community. We’re a lot more quiet in 
the steps that we take than large cities 
in their Pride movements and every-
thing. We try to be very respectful of 
the diff erent ideologies going on here, 
the diff erent religions, and still we 
respect and understand the commu-
nities that we live in because we live 
here. We’re part of it.”

Seeing the support Winkler’s fi rst 
Pride rally and march June 13 re-
ceived was a huge encouragement, 

Emerson-Froebe  noted.
“We had such a great turnout,” she 

said, noting the rainy weather didn’t 
deter the hundreds who took part, 
nor did the small group of protestors 
who greeted marchers along a section 
of the parade route. 

“We just want people to feel wel-
come and not feel like they have to 
move away ... if they’re queer,” ” 
Emerson-Froebe stressed. “We don’t 

want brain drain here. There’s so 
much talent here. Let’s keep them 
here.”

RCMP have confi rmed they are in-
vestigating the incident. Anyone with 
information is asked to contact Pem-
bina Valley RCMP at 204-822-4476, 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477, 
or send a secure tip online at   www.
manitobacrimestoppers.com.

 FACEBOOK PHOTO
Vandals climbed up and defaced this Pembina Valley Pride billboard on the 
highway between Morden and Winkler over the weekend.

New aquatic wheelchair, 
walker at Winkler pool
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The RCU Aquatic Centre in Winkler 
will be more accessible than ever this 
summer.

Thanks to a $3,000 grant from the 
Winkler Community Foundation, the 
pool recently purchased a new spe-
cialized wheelchair and a walker to 
make it easier for people with phys-

ical disabilities to get into the water.
“We did previously have a wheel-

chair, but it was not an aquatic wheel-
chair,” noted Winkler recreation pro-
grammer Meg Dias. “So, as you can 
imagine, chlorinated water and a reg-
ular wheelchair was not the best fi t.”

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
RCU Aquatic Centre programmers Dean Klassen (left) and Cadence Harder with 
the new aquatic mobility devices now available at the Winkler pool.

Continued on page 4
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“Canada saved my life”

 PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH 
VIVEIROS/VOICE

The World Refugee Day 
celebration in Winkler 
Saturday included musical 
performances from groups 
such as Tuesday and Promise 
(above), yard games (right), 
and local refugees like Aqylbek 
Muratbai (left) sharing their 
stories of coming to Canada.

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Regional Connections Immigrant 
Services marked World Refugee Day 
Saturday with a celebration in Bethel 
Heritage Park that brought together 
newcomers from around the world.

The afternoon featured music, face 
painting, yard games, food, and sto-
ries, with several people stepping up 
to the mic to speak about their jour-
ney to Canada.

Nisha Hayles shared how she came 
here from Jamaica to start a new life.

“I was given the chance to start 
again,” she said, noting, however, 
that her two sons were not able to 
come with her initially. “For nine long 
years I lived with the reality of being 
separated from my children.

“As a mother, there is no greater 
pain than being separated from your 
children. But there is also no greater 
strength than a mother’s determi-
nation to create a better future for 
them. That determination carried me 
through every challenge, it carried me 
through the refugee process, through 
the waiting, through the uncertainty, 
and through the years of longing.”

Her reunion with  her children was 
a joyful one, and Hayles is grateful to 
everyone who provided her with the 
support to make it possible. 

“Today, our family is together. We 

continue to build new memories, 
strengthen our bonds, and look to-
wards the future with respect to our 
hope,” Hayles said.

Also sharing his story was Aqylbek 
Muratbai, who arrived in Canada 
seven months ago as a political refu-
gee from Karakalpakstan.

“For me, this isn’t just an interna-
tional date on the calendar. It’s a very 
personal day,” he said. “It’s a day to 
remember people who were forced to 
leave their homes, their families, their 
communities and the life they had 
built simply because they wanted to 
live in safety and dignity.”

Fleeing political persecution and 
imprisonment back home, Muratbai 
found safe haven in Canada.

“Many countries were reducing 
support, closing programs, or mak-
ing protection harder to receive,” he 
recalled. “But Canada gave me a help-
ing hand, and I will never forget that.

“Canada didn’t just save my free-
dom. Canada saved my life.”

Muratbai has been humbled by the 
kindness he has received since com-
ing to live in the Pembina Valley.

“I can honestly say that I have never 
in my life received so much support 
from so many people at the same 
time,” he said. “Again and again I 
meet people who are ready to help.

“I have never seen such a close and 
caring community,” Muratbai contin-
ued, listing the many organizations 
and programs eager to help newcom-
ers fi nd their footing in Canada. “Ev-
erywhere I see people helping each 
other. For me, this is the real strength 
of Canada.

“Canada gives protection to people 
escaping persecution, war, violence, 
hunger, and disasters. But refugees 
don’t come only with pain and fear, 
we also come with hope, skills, dreams 
and a strong desire to contribute. A 

refugee is not only a person who lost 
a home, a refugee is also a person who 
wants to build a new one. And when 
a community opens its doors, a new 

beginning becomes possible.
“That’s what Winkler has given me. 

That’s what Canada has given me.”

Our 
mistake

Our June 11th 
story (Pg. 16) on 
the local students 
who won medals 
at the Skills Can-
ada competition 
mixed up the 
boys’ names.  

The fi rst section 
of quotes in the 
story attributed 
to Brady Peters 
should have been 

attributed to Colton Pedersen, while the second section of 
quotes was actually Peters speaking.

And in the photo, Pedersen is on the left, not the right 
as indicated.

We sincerely regret the mix-up and any confusion it may 
have caused.
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Morden Area Foundation distributes spring grants
By Lorne Stelmach

The Morden Area Foundation hand-
ed out $56,000 in spring grants last 
week.

The grant distribution celebration 
held June 15 at the Morden Legion 
also offi  cially presented $17,000 in 
funding from the Power of the Purse 
event as well as $25,500 in Learn & 
Return health care bursaries. The 
Power of the Purse funds included 
$6,257 to Genesis House for its back-
yard refresh project, $5,737 for Mor-
den Caring and Sharing for its school 
lunch program, and $5,0006 for École 
Discovery Trails for its play structure 
project.

Chairperson Brad Ritchie said it’s 
always a special time for the founda-
tion when they are able to give out 
money to support organizations and 
projects in the community.

“It’s ultimately what we do, and ab-
solutely it’s special, and it reminds 
us of the power of an endowment 

fund and what the foundation is here 
for,” he said, noting the foundation 
had been able to hand out a total of 
$316,000 in its 2025-26 fi scal year.

In terms of choosing which orga-
nizations and projects to support, 
Ritchie noted the grant committee re-
views all applications and conducts a 
short interview with applicants in the 
later stages of the process.

“We fi nd that to be very valuable to 
really understand the impact of their 
project,” he said. “And then we see 
how it fi ts into our key criteria as well 
as the overall impact it will have on 
the entire community.”

They also generally like to be sup-
porting a broad range of organiza-
tions and projects.

“And we track it over the years to 
make sure we’re staying balanced. 
But over time, what we’ve learned 
through our own due diligence and 
our community outreach is that needs 
and opportunities are always chang-
ing, and we’re doing our very best to 

stay aware of what’s needed through 
diversity in our granting … as well as 
our own external research.

“We think we’re able to capture 
more opportunities and be more re-
fl ective of the needs of the commu-
nity by having a two semi-annual 
granting process rather than just once 
a year,” Ritchie added. “For exam-
ple, an organization may not know in 
September what their project is going 
to look like, and that’s why, by having 
two diff erent granting cycles, we’re 
able to really be more available to op-
portunities.”

Receiving grants last week were:
• Morden Minor Soccer, $9,200 for 

its Safe Net, Safe Game project.
• Morden Branch 11 Royal Canadi-

an Legion, $10,000 for washroom ren-
ovations.

• Morden Community Handi-Van, 
$3,500 for a van replacement.

• Youth For Christ, $8,000 towards 
its recreational backyard space.

• 500 Stephen Community Centre, 
$5,500 for its Community Collaborate 
and Connect Project.

• Habitat for Humanity, $5,000 to-
wards its Hanover Dr. house build.

• Katie Cares, $2,000 for new linens.
• Kidsport Manitoba, $1,500 for 

youth sport registration support in 
Morden.

• Pembina Valley Snowkickers, 
$10,000 towards the purchase of new-
er grooming equipment.

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
The Morden Area Foundation’s Sasha Oleksandra presented a $10,000 grant to 
the Morden Legion’s Deanna Douglas, Bob Frost, and Jason Evert last week. It’s 
one of nine new grants the agency handed out this spring.

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
Foundation reps with Learn and Return Bursary recipients.

These new devices are made out 
of durable plastic and should last a 
good long time.

Wheelchair users will be able to 
simply roll into the sloped entry to 
the shallow end, while the walker 
provides a stabilizing hand for those 
who need it.

“For our beach entry, it will allow 

folks to walk in independently, be-
cause we don’t have a railing here 
right now,” Dias said. “And it al-
lows people who maybe aren’t quite 
ready to use the wheelchair to get 
in—there’s dignity involved in still 
allowing them their independence 
and mobility.”

They’re also waiting on delivery of 

a few fl oating mobility aids that will 
allow physically disabled pool pa-
trons to swim without fear of falling 
forward into the water.

“We’ve been looking at all kinds of 
options to get more folks into the wa-
ter,” Dias said, noting the pool, which 
turns 30 this summer, was built at a 
time long before a lot of the modern 
accessibility requirements were put 
in place. “We’re striving to have ac-

cessible and inclusive programming. 
And when you do that, you see some 
of the shortfalls that we have in the 
pool.”

The aquatic wheelchair and walk-
er both help to fi ll in some of those 
gaps.

If you need to use either device or 
one of the fl oatation aids, simply ask 
at the front desk or fl ag down a life-
guard.

 >  AQUATIC MOBILITY DEVICES, FROM PG. 2
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Former student returns to 
head up NPC culinary arts
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Changes are afoot in the Northlands 
Parkway Collegiate culinary arts pro-
gram as it bids farewell to its longtime 
instructor and welcomes back a for-
mer student in his place.

Paul Henderson hangs up his chef’s 
hat at NPC this week after nine years 
of leading the RRTVA program.

“It’s been a fantastic run,” he says, 
refl ecting on the changes the course 
has seen over the past decade.

Under Henderson’s leadership, the 
program added a herb garden so stu-
dents could work with the freshest 
materials possible, put a hog roaster 
built by welding students to good 
use for countless events, and added 
molecular gastronomy to the course-
work, helping students explore food 
science to create new sensory treats.

The stars this year aligned in just the 
right way for Henderson to decide it 
was time to move on to something 
new, leaving teaching behind in fa-
vour of pursuing his interests in mu-
sic and furniture building.

A major part of that decision, he 
shares, was the return of NPC and cu-
linary arts program alumni Chelsea 
Delorme.

“Chelsea came back as our produc-
tion chef, and she’s a natural,” Hen-
derson says. The production chef is 
responsible for cooking the school’s 
lunchtime off erings so the culinary 
arts program chef can focus on teach-
ing. Still, the two sides of the kitchen 

work closely together.
“After a few weeks I was like, ‘You 

know, I’m not going to be here for-
ever,’” Henderson recalls. He urged 
Delorme to consider getting her voca-
tional education certifi cation and the 
rest, as they say, is history. 

After graduating from NPC, Delo-
rme went on to study at The Culinary 
Institute of Canada in P.E.I., earned 
her Red Sea accreditation, and then 
managed a few diff erent restaurants 
before fi nding her way back to Win-
kler.

After a few years as NPC’s produc-
tion chef, she stepped into a term po-
sition as the baking and pastry pro-
gram instructor earlier this year, good 
preparation for moving into Hender-
son’s role this fall.

“That was always my goal was to 
be the culinary arts teacher,” Delorme 
shares. “But I feel like it came a lot 
sooner than I expected it.

“I’ve always loved working with 
students, and sharing my passion 
with students,” she says, noting one 
of her goals as a teacher is to build re-
lationships with the kids. “I want to 
be someone that they can trust and 
build a connection with.”

Her time working with students in 
the baking section quickly demon-
strated that Delorme is a perfect fi t 
for teaching, Henderson says, and so 
he knows he’s leaving the program in 
good hands.

“We’ve been working together and 
she’s got all my material going into it, 

but then it’s her program.”
Delorme has no plans to make any 

big changes.
“The fi rst year will be just under-

standing, fi nding everything, orga-
nizing everything, and then going 
from there,” she says, noting the pro-
gram is already seeing a major shift as 
the pastry arts courses as of this Sep-
tember will no longer be off ered as a 
separate program but rather as part of 
culinary arts’ third level studies. 

“We’re also hiring an EA support 
permanent in culinary,” Delorme 
adds, noting that person, also a fellow 
program alumni, will be a huge help 
in the operation of the busy teach-
ing kitchen. “As long as everything 
aligns, everything looks really good 

for the fall.”
Henderson is looking forward to his 

next chapter, but there are certainly 
things he will miss when he leaves 
NPC behind.

“I’m going to miss the students, for 
sure,” he says. “I was an industry chef 
and a baker for many years, decades, 
and then I came to teaching. If I had 
known that this was the gig, I would 
have gone into teaching right away. 
There’s been so many good students 
... and there’s always a community, 
that seems to be the common thing in 
these programs.

“From my point of view, to be able 
to hand it off  to the future students 
with such a great team, it really feels 
good.”

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Longtime NPC culinary arts instructor Paul Henderson hands over the keys to the 
kitchen to incoming top chef Chelsea Delorme, who is taking over the program 
upon Henderson’s retirement. 

Survey launched for Winkler’s new parks and recreation master plan
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The City of Winkler is asking the 
community for its thoughts on what 
priorities it should set when it comes 
to recreation over the next two de-
cades.

A community survey has gone up at 
playwinkler.ca inviting Winkler area 
residents to weigh in on what venues 
and programming they use most and 
what they’d like to see added or im-
proved. 

The responses will be used to help 
draft the new Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan, explained rec. program-
mer Meg Dias.

“The last one would have been the 
early 2000s, so we’re overdue,” she 
said. “This one will help us plan for 
the next 20 years.

“The community is growing at an 

unprecedented rate, which is great, 
but our infrastructure, our planning 
has to step up to meet that.”

Development of the plan, being 
overseen by  consultants RC Strate-
gies, is currently in phase two, which 
includes the survey, open houses next 
month, pop-up consultation events, 
youth engagement, and discussion 
sessions with area stakeholders and 
user groups. The point of this phase is 
to help ensure the plan is focusing on 
what matters most to the community.

The scope of the plan is broader than 
residents may realize, Dias noted.

“I think sometimes when people 
think about recreation they just think 
about our facilities, but we’d really 
like to encourage people to think of it 
as well as the green spaces and trails 
and pathways and active transporta-
tion,” she stressed. “We want to know 

what people are using, what they 
aren’t using, what there’s a lack of, 
what we could use more of. We think 
we have a good handle on it, but 
there’s always stuff  that maybe we’re 
not seeing.”

The survey will remain up until July 
10. It only takes about 10 minutes to 
complete and can be done anony-
mously. There’s is also an option to 
provide your name to be entered into 
a draw for a $125 play pass gift card 
that can be used at all City of Winkler 
recreation facilities.

Both Winkler residents and those 
living in the RM of Stanley or the City 
of Morden are invited to fi ll out the 
survey.

“We do know that we’re a regional 
hub,” Dias said, noting the survey 
does ask for a postal code so they can 
track, broadly, where responses are 

coming in from.
Over 100 people have already fi lled 

out the survey, though Dias is hope-
ful they’ll see many more share their 
thoughts so they can have the widest 
range of feedback possible.

“We know that some voices we au-
tomatically hear because they’re in 
our spaces all the time, she said. “But 
if they’re not, we want to hear from 
them too. How do we get them into 
our spaces? What are the barriers?

“We know the benefi t to building 
community through recreational 
spaces. The question is how do we do 
that?” Dias added. “I can’t encourage 
people enough to have their voices be 
heard with this.”

Work on the master plan is expected 
to take place through the summer in 
the hopes of having a draft to present 
to council in fall.
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GET IN TOUCH WITH US

I think it is important for members of 
the Pride community to be reminded 
that such bullying actions, be it van-
dalism or having to walk through an 
intimidating gauntlet of silent, judge-
mental people hiding behind signs 
that condemn you simply for being 
for who you are, are the last desperate 
acts of those who have nothing left to 
them but hate. 

Every time someone mocks you or 
attacks your community, they are 
demonstrating their failure to be 
anything other than pathetically des-
perate. They are also acknowledging 
your existence. 

Know this: the Pride community has 
far more allies in Canada than ene-
mies. You are not alone.

To the cowards who continue to 
vandalize billboards, steal lawn signs, 
tear down rainbow fl ags and ribbons, 
we will never see you demonstrate 
the courage to publicly gather like the 
Pride community in a peaceful and 
loving celebration of who you are be-
cause it would mean shedding your 
anonymity. Your actions shout to the 
world that you are defi ned by one 
thing:  fear.

To the leaders in our community: si-
lence is consent. I understand that it 
is easier to remain quiet for fear of be-

ing attacked by a vocal group of hate. 
But this is hopefully not the kind of 
leadership you want to demonstrate. 
Publicly condemning these shameful 
incidents sends a powerful message. 
Remember the words of Nobel Prize 
winning author Elie Wiesel:

“We must take sides.  Neutrality 
helps the oppressor, never the victim. 
Silence encourages the tormentor, 
never the tormented.”

Remember: it is not the Pride com-
munity vandalizing our cities and 
breaking the law with impunity.

Finally, to those members of the 
Pride community in the Pembina Val-
ley who are genuinely frightened by 
these acts and remain understand-
ably quiet about who you are—qui-
et at school, quiet at home, quiet at 
work—though you may feel alone 
you are not.

You are beautiful. You are exactly 
who you are meant to be. There is 
nothing sinful, broken, or immoral 
about you. Anyone who says diff er-
ently is simply wrong. You have al-
lies. You have peers who will stand 
with you wherever you are ... right 
here in the Pembina Valley, where 
Pride belongs. 

Where you belong.

T
here is something 
ironic about the 
hate-motivated de-
facing of a mural 
dedicated to de-

fending an historically perse-
cuted minority.

Of course, I am talking about the 
beautiful billboard between Mor-
den and Winkler that celebrates the 
2SLGBTQI+ com-
munity and states 
“Pride belongs in 
the Pembina Val-
ley” which was 
defaced recently 
by one or more ig-
norant people with 
nothing better to 
do.

The irony of 
course is the defac-
ing of the billboard demonstrates its 
point: there is a need in our beautiful 
communities to defend and support 
our Pride friends and neighbours.

How anyone thinks that the illegal 
vandalism of a billboard by cowards 
in the middle of the night will eff ec-
tively do anything other than ener-
gize the Pride movement is beyond 
me, but then one cannot expect a great 
deal of intelligence from those that 
perpetrate such actions.

These are the same low-brow types 
that like to snipe at the Pride commu-
nity and its eff orts from the safe dis-
tance of their living rooms through 
social media posts. A random mock-
ing face here, a fear-driven threat 
there. It adds up to one clear message: 
Pride does in fact belong in the Pem-
bina Valley.

Pride belongs in the Pembina Valley

The Voice welcomes letters from 
readers on local and regional issues 
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are less likely 
to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful. 

The Voice reserves the right to edit, 
condense, or reject any submission.

Please include your full name, ad-
dress, and phone number for ver-
ifi cation purposes. Your name and 
city will be published with your 
letter. We do not print anonymous 
letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at                                                            
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Letter policy

By Peter 
Cantelon
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Call today if you would like to consign your items! 

JOIN US FOR JULY CONSIGNMENT SALES 2026
July ONSITE Week 1 
Consignment Sale

 Viewing: June 29th - July 2nd from 9 AM to 5 PM.
 Bidding starts: July 2nd, 2026 at 9:00 AM

 Lots start closing on July 9th, 2026 at 10:00 AM.
 Pick up days: Friday, July 10th from 9 AM to 5 PM & 
during regular operating hours Mon-Fri 9 AM to 5 PM

 July OFFSITE  
Consignment Sale

 Viewing: July 13th - 16th from 9 AM to 5 PM.
 Bidding starts: July 16th, 2026 at 9:00 AM

 Lots start closing on July 23rd, 2026 at 10:00 AM.
Pick up days: Friday July 24 & 25 from 9 AM to 5 PM & 
during regular operating hours Mon-Fri 9 AM to 5 PM

July ONSITE Week 2 
Consignment Sale

 Viewing: July 13th - 16th from 9 AM to 5 PM.
Bidding starts: July 16th, 2026 at 9:00 AM

Lots start closing on July 23rd, 2026 at 10:00 AM. Pick 
up days: Friday July 24 & July 25 from 9 AM to 5 PM & 
during regular operating hours Mon-Fri 9 AM to 5 PM

Bryson Penner wins 2026 
Katie Cares scholarship
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Bryson Penner knows fi rsthand the 
impact a Katie Cares care package can 
have on a kid.

He was just fi ve or six years old 
when he was the recipient of the char-
ity’s kindness.

“I was in the hospital for a while, 
I had a long stay, and Katie Cares 
helped me out so much,” the soon-to-
be Garden Valley Collegiate graduate 
shares. “They brought in a TV and 
video games, movies, and I even got 
a stuffi  e that I still have today. So it’s 
just great memories. Everyone in that 
organization helped make my hospi-
tal stays so much better.”

Last week, Penner was on the re-
ceiving end of another gift from Katie 
Cares: he is this year’s recipient of the 
$2,000 Kaitlyn Marie Reimer Scholar-
ship.

Ruth Reimer, executive director of 
Katie Cares and mother to its late 
namesake, says Penner’s application 
essay where he outlined his experi-
ence with the charity and his dreams 

for the kind of teacher he hopes to be 
in the future captured the hearts of 
the family.

“He wrote, ‘Experiencing [Katie 
Cares’] support inspired me and I 
want to bring that same comfort and 
encouragement to the kids in my fu-
ture classroom, helping them feel 
safe and cared for, just like I did,’” 
Reimer shared, noting they are grate-
ful for the opportunity to recognize 
a student who refl ects the values the 
scholarship represents. The award 
was created to recognize GVC grads 
pursuing post-secondary education 
who demonstrate a  commitment to 
making a diff erence. 

Penner’s community involvements 
include helping make care hampers 
for families in need at Christmas and 
volunteering with local hockey pro-
grams that teach kids how to skate.

He will begin his post-secondary ed-
ucation at the University of Manitoba 
this fall.

“I would love to be a high school 
teacher that would teach gym classes 

or health sciences,” Penner says. “I’m 
really into exercise science and stuff  
like that.”

In addition to his studies, Penner 
will continue his hockey career with 
the MMJHL’s Pembina Valley Twist-
ers.

The scholarship will be a great help 

in easing the fi nancial burden that 
comes with attending university, Pen-
ner says. 

“I’ve been working two jobs trying 
to save up as much as I can, but I 
know university is a lot of money,” he 
says.  “This will help loads ... I’m just 
so grateful to be able to have it.”

 SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Katie Cares’ Randy Reimer (left) presents Bryson Penner with the 2026 Kaitlyn 
Marie Reimer Scholarship.

105th Darlingford Memorial Service Sunday, July 5
By Voice staff 

The 105th Darlingford Memorial 
Service is coming up.

The annual remembrance of the lo-
cals who gave their lives in service to 
their country takes place at the Dar-
lingford Memorial Park on Sunday, 
July 5 at 11 a.m. 

The Darlingford Memorial is the 
only free-standing memorial building 
of its kind in Manitoba with the sole 
function of commemorating the war 
dead.  The park is maintained by a 
local committee and community vol-
unteers.  

The ceremony, which was fi rst held 
on July 5, 1921 when the park was of-
fi cially opened, includes participation 
from area school children who place 
fl owers on two crosses in honour of 
those who never made it home from 
the wars. 

This year’s guest speaker is Shau-

 VOICE FILE PHOTO

na Archer. The Lorette resident is the organizer of  the No Stone Left Alone 
(NSLA) Remembrance Program honouring the service and sacrifi ce of Cana-
da’s military through youth education and the act of remembrance throughout 
Canada and internationally.

Following the service, lunch will be available at the Darlingford Community 
Hall for $15 an adult and $5 for children under 12.

In case of rain, the service will be held in the Darlingford United Church.

News tip? Call 204-325-6888
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JULY
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15
ST. ANDREWS
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JULY

30 LA BROQUERIE

PANCAKE
BREAKFASTS
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6
JULY
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CARMAN
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25
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PARK BOWL
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AT
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JOIN US THIS SUMMER!

accesscu.ca/events

ACCESS
C R E D I T  U N I O N

Public Notice is hereby given that Enbridge Pipelines Inc. (Enbridge) in-
tends to conduct the following Pesticide Program from June 1, 2026 – 
November 15, 2026, to control noxious weeds on Enbridge ROW’s, tem-
porary workspaces, stations, and various facilities along the Enbridge 
Mainline and Bakken corridors.

The herbicide active ingredients to be used include:

Any person may, within 15 days after the notice is published, send a        
written/email submission to the department below, regarding the control 
program or register with the department their written objection to the 
use of pesticide next to their property.

Environment and Climate Change
Environmental Approvals Branch
14 Fultz Boulevard (Box 35)
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3Y 0L6
pesticideusepermit@gov.mb.ca

•  MCPA Ester
•  Saflufenacil
•  Carfentrazone-ethyl
•  Pyraflufen-ethyl
•  Bromoxynil
•  Clopyralid
•  Glyphosate
•  Dicamba
•  2, 4-D
•  2, 4-DB
•  Aminopyralid

•  Propyzamide
•  Indaziflam
•  Chlorsulfuron
•  Fluroxypyr
•  Aminocylcopyrachlor
•  Aminopyralid
•  Difluenzopyr
•  Metsulfuron-methyl
•  Picloram
•  Mecoprop-P
•  Adjuvant

Jennifer Paige coming to Winkler Harvest Festival
By Voice staff 

The fi nal Winkler Harvest Festival 
stage performer has been announced.

Jennifer Paige of 1998 chart-topper 
“Crush” fame will open for Tiff any 
as part of the festival’s Saturday night 
rock lineup, organizers revealed last 
week.

Paige is also known for singles “So-
ber” and “Always You” which also 
cracked the global charts in the ‘90s.

The Aug. 7-9 festival will also see 
Jackson Dean, Brandi Vezina, and 
Brothers Keep perform for country 
night on the Friday, Tom Pettys Full 
Moon Fever cover band perform Sat-
urday, and Tim & The Glory Boys, 
Jake Fretz, and Peter Burton take the 

SUPPLIED PHOTO
Jennifer Paige will open for Tiff any at 
the Winkler Harvest Festival Aug. 8.

stage for Sunday’s Christian music 
night. 

What’s                 story?  Call 204-325-6888
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Class 
of 2026 
hits the 
roadMorden-Winkler’s graduating 

classes took to the streets 
for their grad parades this 
past week. Winkler’s parade, 
featuring grads from both 
Northlands Parkway Collegiate 
and Garden Valley Collegiate, 
was June 18 (photos above, 
left, and below) while Morden 
Collegiate’s celebration was 
Monday (photos at right)

PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH 
VIVEIROS/VOICE



By Lorne Stelmach
Winkler and Morden both have 

a variety of family-friendly events 
and activities planned for Canada 
Day next week.

In Winkler, the celebrations hap-
pen at the Parkland grounds, in-
cluding food trucks, kids activities, 
bouncy castles, bubble soccer, and a 
petting zoo along with Culture Fest 
and a performance by The Cracked 

Eggshell.

The Culture Fest performances and 
educational booths have become an 
important part of the annual cele-
brations.

“It seems to be quite popular,” 
said community events co-ordina-
tor Lucas Dyck. “Now that it’s been 
around here for a while … it seems 
to be a be a hit, so that’s good.

“I think the newcomers to Cana-
da really embrace our identity here, 
and I think the Culture Fest portion 
really helps with that to just kind of 

that we have here.”
It’s Dyck’s sense that with every-

thing that’s been happening with 
the U.S. and around the world that 
people are eager to celebrate Cana-
da and what this nation represents.

“Everything that’s happening kind 
of makes you really appreciate what 
we have here and the freedoms that 
we have, so I think people are more 
antsy than ever to celebrate our na-
tion.”

In Morden, the July 1 activities take 
place at Lake Minnewasta, and there 
will be food trucks, soccer, kids’ ac-

Winkler, Morden set to celebrate Canada Day

Continued on next page
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Shoe Repair

YOUR WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
WINKLER, MB • Ph: 325-5538

Service & Selection Guaranteed
Company charges welcome (must be arranged ahead of time) GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday 9:30am to 4:00 pm

325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

Canada Day DealsCanada Day Deals
 25% off 25% off

 25%  25% 
offoff

 25% off 25% off  25%  25% 
offoff

20% 20% 
offoff

for all for all 
ages!!!ages!!!

FAMILY FOOTWEAR

WESTERN HATS 

SHIRTS JEANS

ROYER

MADE IN CANADA

WESTERN BOOTS MADE IN CANADA

BLUNDSTONES

SANDALS

tivities, a scavenger hunt, UV brace-
let creation, a sandcastle contest, face 
painting, and a petting zoo. As well, 
Dub City will perform at 7:45 p.m.

“Canada Day this year will have 
many of the same staples that folks are 

-
works at dusk,” said Morden events 
co-ordinator Aiden Friesen.

“We have brought in a petting zoo 
this year which is new, and I am hop-
ing that will draw more people out 
earlier on in the day,” he noted. “The 
band this year is a reggae band which 

VOICE FILE PHOTO
Morden’s Canada Day party is at Colert Beach (above) while Winkler’s takes 
over the Parkland fairgrounds.

will complement the overall beach 
feel very nicely. 

“Another addition is some new 
kids’ activities that focus on a soc-
cer theme. The World Cup is hap-
pening, so we wanted to take ad-
vantage of the moment that soccer 
is having right now and involve 
that community anyway that we 
could.

“This event has been designed for 
everyone to enjoy,” said Friesen. 
“We have kids’ activities in the 

-
works show and live music that all 
will enjoy in the evening. There’ll 
be a variety of food and drink op-
tions.”

Continued from previous page
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www.janzenspaint.com
204-325-8387

HAPPYHAPPY
CANADA CANADA 

DAY!DAY!

CARRIE
HIEBERT, MLA

367-4th Street

True North
Strong and Free

CANADA DAYCANADA DAY
HayHay  

By Lorne Stelmach
Canada Day events are being held all 

across southern Manitoba next week, 
including a variety of activities and 
festivities in both Altona and Morris.

In Altona, everything will be centred 
at Centennial Park. The afternoon in-
cludes the 18U AAA South Central 
team taking on Midwest at 1 p.m., 
free swimming at the pool from 1:30-
9 p.m., a chalk drawing contest at 4:30 
p.m., food trucks Cucina Filipinas and 
The Big Dawg Smookie from 4-8 p.m., 

zoo, a scavenger hunt, and a kiddie 
carnival), a Canada Day photo booth, 
free watermelon and roll kuchen at 
6:30 p.m., live music throughout the 
evening, Queen Quest participants in-

at dusk.
Morris Area Recreation along with 

the Valley Ag Society, Morris and 
District Chamber of Commerce, Curl 
Morris, Morris Youth for Christ, and 
the Morris Fire Department are also 
planning a full day of July 1 celebra-
tions.

tournament at 10 a.m. and free public 
swimming at the pool from 2-6 p.m. 
Activities at the Morris Stampede 
Grounds will also run from 2-6 p.m. 
including bouncy castles, face paint-
ing, exotic animals, a game truck, a 
cornhole tournament, food vendors, 
and more.

The evening festivities begin at 6 p.m. 

Flame Syndicate. A family movie starts 

wrap up the evening.
-

ities throughout the day and evening, 
people will stay at the grounds and en-
joy a full day of Canada Day celebra-
tions with family and friends,” noted 
Morris rec. facilitator Meagan Dilts. 
“Canada Day is always a great com-
munity event for us. We usually see 
300 plus people come out throughout 
the day, and it’s a fun way for residents 
and visitors to get together and cele-
brate Canada while enjoying activities 
for all ages.”

July 1st celebrations in Altona and Morris
12   The Voice  Thursday, June 25, 2026

Winkler Arts and Culture celebrates 
year of growth, increased stability
By Ashleigh Viveiros

It was a banner year for Winkler 
Arts and Culture (WAC).

At the organization’s annual meet-
ing, executive director Jered Hildeb-
rand shared that they experienced 
“a year of signifi cant growth in 2025, 
with record participation, expanded 
programming, and continued fi nan-
cial stability.”

Attendance at the Park St. gallery 
grew by 63 per cent to 3,431 people 
throughout 2025, up from 1,956 the 
year before.

“While visitor numbers are import-
ant, what stands out to me is the 
depth of engagement,” Hildebrand 
noted. “More than half of those who 
came through our doors participated 
directly in programming.”

To that end, WAC off ered 21 multi-
week classes and 73 workshops and 
other events through the year. This in-
cluded things like Indigenous Knowl-
edge Sessions, after-school art pro-
grams, summer art camps, and more.

“Our mission at Winkler Arts and 
Culture is to provide a space where 
artistic and cultural expression can be 
taught, shared, and celebrated,” Hil-
debrand said, lauding program assis-
tant Katie Bueckert and the volunteer 
board of directors for their work in 
making that possible. “Together, we 
strive to ensure our facility is more 
than simply a building. We want it to 
be a place where artistic opportunities 
are accessible, learning is encouraged, 
and creativity can grow at every stage 
of life.”

“Beyond the statistics, the feedback 
we receive continues to reinforce the 
value of this work. We regularly hear 
from parents whose children have 
gained confi dence through our pro-
grams.”

Community partnerships remain a 
key part of WAC’s success, Hildeb-
rand noted, pointing to ongoing sup-
port from the City of Winkler as well 
as connections with many area busi-
nesses and organizations who host 
programming or events at the gallery

“These partnerships help us cre-
ate a welcoming space where people 
from all backgrounds can participate, 
learn, and connect.”

Financially, WAC ended the year 
with a respectable revenue increase, 
from $97,423 in 2024 to $113,599 in 
2025, thanks largely to increased rent-
al income, new sponsorship support, 
and higher art and gift shop sales.

“We reinvested our increased rev-
enue back into our programming as 

total expenses increased from $90,155 
to $110,506, refl ecting expanded pro-
gramming, increased activity levels, 
rising supply costs, and additional 
staffi  ng hours,” Hildebrand noted. 

WAC nonetheless fi nished the year 
with a surplus of $3,093 and increased 
net assets from $130,146 to $133,239.

“What I fi nd particularly encour-
aging is that participation grew 
substantially faster than expenses,” 
Hildebrand said. “Programming par-
ticipation increased by 75 per cent, 
while expenditures increased by 18 
per cent. To me, this demonstrates 
that the organization is eff ectively 
converting community investment 
into meaningful public benefi t.”

Looking to the future, WAC looks 
to continue strengthening its fi nan-
cial position and grow its program-
ming, including expanding cultural 
opportunities and increasing access 
to youth and newcomers to the com-
munity.

The gallery will also mark 10 years 
of operation this fall.

“We’re going to be doing a couple 
of things to celebrate,” Hildebrand 
shared, noting they’re in the planning 
stages for a few diff erent community 
celebrations and fundraisers to mark 
the anniversary.

MEMBERS’ SHOW ON NOW
On now at the gallery is its annual 

Members’ Show, which will be up un-
til July 18. It features work from about 
a dozen local artists, running the 
gamut from paintings to photographs 
to ceramics.

This exhibition is an important part 
of WAC’s work, Hildebrand said.

“If you back to our beginnings, it 
was the Winkler Art Club that start-
ed all of this, so it’s defi nitely in our 
roots,” he said, noting the show gives 
members who might not be quite 
ready for a full exhibition of their own 
to have a venue to share their work.

“We want to make sure we don’t 
lose contact with our local artists,” 
Hildebrand stressed. “It’s super im-
portant for us to keep those relation-
ships going, create those opportuni-
ties for them.”

Also coming up at the gallery is its 
Summer Art Camp, which runs week-
days from July 13 to Aug. 21. There 
are sessions for kids age 5-8 in the 
mornings and for ages 9-12 in the af-
ternoons. Each week will feature a va-
riety of art mediums for kids to learn 
and explore. You can register online at 
winklerarts.com.
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 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
Hundreds of athletes—including many from right here in the Pembina Valley—took part in the 2026 Manitoba 55+ Games 
in Morden-Winkler-Stanley June 9-11, competing in a host of sporting events. Here are a few of the local medal winners. 
Clockwise from above: Morden’s Edith Lovatt (centre) won silver in nine-hole golf;  in the pickleball 70+ division, Lois Dudgeon 
and Len Victor (centre couple), from Morden, won gold while Winkler’s Dave Goertzen and Winnipegger Coleen Dufresne 
won silver; Winkler’s Paul Patterson and Morden’s Neal Rempel  won gold in 65+ pickleball; Darren Crane and Larry Falk, both 
from Morden, clinched gold in their 55+ pickleball division; Carman’s The Pretenders won gold in bowling. The photo, from 
left, features bowling coordinator Mike Baziuk with Bob Wilson, Jacquie Russell (who also won gold in singles), Laurie Wiebe, 
David Dyck (who won silver in singles), and  Randy McFarlane; Morden’s Joanne Thompson and Lorraine Holenski won silver 
in cribbage; and the Manitou Rock Lakers won gold in slo-pitch. Two other medal winners from this area but not shown here 
were Tammy Thiessen and Marge Enns, who won gold and silver, respectively, in 18-hole golf.

Local Manitoba 55+ Games medal winners

Altona Bisons edge Pembina Valley Orioles 6-4
By Lorne Stelmach

The Altona Bisons picked up their 
second win of the season last week, 
while the Pembina Valley Orioles 
went two for three.

Altona edged Pembina Valley 6-4 
June 16, but the Bisons then fell 11-1 
to the Elmwood Giants before being 
defeated 6-5 by St. Boniface in two 
games that were part of the Manitoba 
Junior Baseball League showcase day 
Saturday.

Pembina Valley recovered from the 
loss to Altona to take down Interlake 

9-7 last Thursday before defeating 
Winnipeg South 4-1 Saturday as part 
of the showcase.

Four runs in the bottom of the third 
inning turned the tide in favour of the 
Bisons against the Orioles, who were 
outhit 8-6. Caden Krahn went two 
for three for Altona with three RBIs, 
while Jaren Hildebrand went two for 
four at the plate for Pembina Valley.

Against Elmwood, the Giants took 
command of the game right off  the 
bat in the fi rst inning in scoring fi ve 
runs on three hits, and Elmwood was 
able to collect their 11 runs overall on 

just six hits.
Altona kept it close against St. Bon-

iface and even held a slight 10-9 edge 
in hits overall, but they couldn’t quite 
recover from trailing 4-2 after two 
innings. Hayden Klassen, Lochlan 
Rempel, and Logan Lesser each had 
two hits for the Bisons.

Against Interlake, Chris Peters drove 
in four runs on just one hit for the Ori-
oles with a home run to left fi eld in 
the second inning with Pembina Val-
ley scoring six runs on four hits in the 
bottom half.

The Orioles then outhit Winnipeg 

South 10-6, and Pembina Valley was 
led by Jaren Hildebrand, who went 
two for four against the Wolves, while 
Lane Giesbrecht, Sam Blatz, Hard-
en Friesen, and Karsten Peters each 
drove in a run.

Pembina Valley sits in fi fth place 
with a .500 record at 8-8, while Altona 
is in the cellar in seventh place at 2-15.

Altona hosts Pembina  Valley for a 
rematch Wednesday night. The Ori-
oles then are to have a Sunday dou-
bleheader with St. Boniface while 
Altona has a Sunday doubleheader 
against Elmwood.
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Rick Wiebe Memorial raises $13K for SCCR

 PHOTOS BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
The Rick Wiebe Memorial Charity Roping & Barrel Race took place at the Rocking W 
Ranch June 13-14. The event featured barrel racing, team roping and breakaway 
roping across various age categories and raised $13,545 for South Central Cancer 
Resource in memory of its namesake.

Local track athletes 
shine at provincials
By Lorne Stelmach

Morden Collegiate was celebrat-
ing its recent success that earned the 
school the overall AAA title at the 
Dairy Farmers of Manitoba provincial 
track and fi eld championships.

Morden athletes earned enough 
points overall to earn fi rst place 
during a weekend of competition that 
also saw Jayla Dyck winning gold 
in the junior variety girls pentathlon 
event while teammate Kemi Omoleye 
came in third in the varsity girls dis-
cus. 

Al Wirth, who is part of the coaching 
team, said the students worked hard 
and earned the honours.

“We had two days a week of practic-
es in Morden and then a third day at 
the new school on the new track, so 
that really helped develop things be-
cause the kids could use their spikes 
and get used to running on a nicer fa-
cility instead of gravel like we have at 
the collegiate..

“Then we had the zone meet, and 
we won three out of the four zone 
banners, which was unbelievable for 
us, and then we got to provincials,” 
Wirth said, noting they won the ju-
nior girls, junior boys, and varsity 
girls banners at the zone level.

“We had 40 kids go to provincials, 
so that was pretty impressive too for 
us. We’re normally around the 20 per-

al, but, you know, they got us points, 
and all those points added up, so ev-
ery piece is valuable I’m very proud 
of everybody.”

Other regional athletes also did well 
at provincials.

Garden Valley Collegiate’s Rylee 
Bergen came in third in the 200m boys 
para, while Northlands Parkway Col-
legiate’s Addison Suderman brought 
home silver in the varsity girls 100m 
hurdles. W.C. Miller Collegiate’s Sage 
Wiebe came in second in the varsity 
girls high jump. 

Nellie McClung Collegiate’s Soren 
Reid won gold in the varsity boys 
pentathlon and third in the long jump 
while teammate Bree Pearce won 
bronze in the JV girls javelin. The 

school took home the A aggregate 
banner.

Prairie Mountain’s Angela Gun-
drum won gold and set a new meet 
record with 3,462 points in the varsity 
girls pentathlon. Gundrum also won 
gold in the varsity girls high jump 
and the varsity girls triple jump.

Teammate Alex Van De Velde 
clinched gold in the junior varsity 
boys long jump and the JV boys triple 
jump. The school took home the AA 
aggregate banner.

Pilot Mound’s Avery Crowe ranked 
second in the 400m JV girls. In the JV 
girls medley relay, Pilot Mound came 
in second. The team also placed third 
in the 4x400m varsity boys relay.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Morden Collegiate’s track team won the AAA title at the provincial meet.

Altona Bisons have firm hold on East Div. standings
By Voice staff 

The Altona Bisons are standing tall 
atop the Border Baseball League East 
Division standings after wins against 
Carman and Morden last week.

The Bisons downed the Cardinals 
5-1 Friday night and then ran rough-

shod over the Mud Hens 10-3 Sunday 
to bolster their record to 6-1.

Meanwhile, the Winkler Whips beat 
Carman 9-6 on June 16. They remain 
in second place in the division on the 
strength of fi ve wins and two losses. 
Morden is in third (3-5) and Carman 

is in fourth and last place (1-8).
This week, Winkler hosts the Cardi-

nals Tuesday night and Clearwater on 
Friday, Morden plays in Cartwright 
Friday while Altona hosts Baldur. 
Next Monday night, the Whips host 
Altona.

son mark,” he noted. “Then at pro-
vincials, we were the top AAA school 
of the province, so we had about 50 
points, and I think the second place 
team was at about 30.”

“I’m quite proud of these kids,” 
Wirth said. “That’s that’s only the sec-
ond track and fi eld provincial banner 
that Morden’s ever won. The fi rst one 
was in 2004 … now 22 years later we 
win our second one. So this was defi -
nitely a team eff ort.

“I thank everyone for putting in 
the eff ort, and even a lot of the Gr. 12 
students, even though it’s exams and 
they’re busy thinking about gradua-
tion and everything, they still came 
out and did their best to make the 
team better and to show their leader-
ship

“It’s just a team eff ort. You need ev-
erybody. You need those guys that 
fi nish eighth,” said Wirth. “They’re 
disappointed they didn’t win a med-
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Please 
support our 
advertisers
SHOP 
LOCAL

FIND THE RIGHT 
PERSON FOR 
THE POSITION

with an  

EMPLOYMENT/
CAREERS AD in

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

467-5836

SCRAP  METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery 
and autos. No item 
too large! Best prices 
paid. Phone Alf at 204-
461-1649.

LIVESTOCK
Livestock for sale - 
Excellent selection of 
polled Hereford bulls. 
Hodgson, MB. Phone 
Bob Truthwaite 204-
280-0334 (cell) or 204-
372-6515 (home).

MACHINERY
FOR SALE: Leon 
soil scraper 8.5 yd. 
3 hyd. $18,750; IHC 
#810 header 20 ft. 
Hart-Carter reel fl oat-
ing cutter bar $1900; 
JD #3600 plow 8-13 
$3100. FIELD READY 
CONDITION. OBO. Ph 
or text 204-981-7618 & 
lve. message or email 
orsulaktc@gmail.com

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all un-
wanted fi rearms. 
Fully licensed for 
both non-restricted 
and restricted. Any-
where from individual 
items to estates. Cash 
buyer, paying top dol-
lar. Please call or text 
Adam at 204-795-
2850.
––––––––––––––––––––
WANTED: Collector 
paying top prices: old 
advertising signs, gas 
pumps, Red Indian, 
White Rose, Buff alo, 
Ford Dodge, GM. 
1968-70 Chargers, 
1970-71 Barracuda’s. 
Running or not. 306- 
221-5908.

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.

NOTICES
HIRING CLASS 1 
DRIVERS? SELLING A 
HOME, BOAT, RV, OR 
PROPERTY? Doing 
an online event? Let 
us help you book your 
blanket classifi ed ads, 
Response Builder Ads 
or Power Builder Ads 
across Manitoba, to 
increase your market-
ing presence. Let peo-
ple know about your 
business, item for sale 
or event, by placing an 
ad with us! Your ad will 
be seen in the MCNA 
Member Newspa-
pers, in over 368,000+ 
homes in Manitoba. 
Please call the Winkler 
Morden Voice at 204-
467-5836 or MCNA at 
204-947-1691 for more 
details or to book ads. 
Take advantage of our 
great pricing! MCNA - 
Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Associa-
tion. www.mcna.com

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

Private mortgage 
lender. All real estate 
types considered. No 
credit checks done. 
Deal direct with lender 
and get quick approv-
al. 403-543-0927 www.
firstandsecondmort
gages.ca

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & car-
tilage cell regenera-
tion & development. 
Stonewood Elk Ranch 
Ltd., 204-467-8884 
or e-mail stonewood
elkranch@gmail.com

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE MATTER of the Estate of          
Jonathan Kent Neustaeter late of the             
Rural Municipality of Rhineland, 
Manitoba, Deceased.
ALL CLAIMS against the above        
Estate, duly verified by Statutory     
Declaration, must be sent to the un-
dersigned at 504 Stanley Avenue, 
Winkler, Manitoba, R6W 0M3, 
within four (4) weeks of the date of 
this publication.

GBH LAW OFFICE
SOLICITOR FOR THE ESTATE

PUBLIC NOTICE

LIQUOR LICENCE APPLICATION
PUBLIC NOTICE

HERITAGE FARMS BEVERAGE CO. LTD.,
operating as HERITAGE FARMS BEVERAGE CO.
at  555 GEORGE AVENUE, WINKLER, MANITOBA 
 
has applied for MANUFACTURER’S LICENCE WITH RETAIL ENDORSEMENT
to serve liquor from: 8:00 A.M. TO 12:00 MIDNIGHT MONDAY TO SUNDAY
  1:00 P.M. TO 12:00 MIDNIGHT REMEMBRANCE DAY

Citizen and community input is an important part of the application process.
Please contact the Liquor, Gaming and Cannabis Authority of Manitoba at  
204-927-5300, if you have questions about this application.
Please contact your municipality if you have questions about zoning bylaws and 
requirements.
If you want to make a formal objection to this application, please send us your objection 
in writing by 4:30 p.m.

14 DAYS FOLLOWING THE PUBLICATION OF THIS ADVERTISEMENT

You can email, mail or fax your objection. Please include your contact information. 
Email:  objection@LGCAmb.ca
Mail:  LGCA Objections
 1055 Milt Stegall Drive, 
 Winnipeg, MB 
 R3G 0Z6
Fax:  (204) 927-5385

•   We respond to all formal objections and will work to resolve objections before issuing a licence.
•   A copy of the objection, including the name of the person who submits the objection, 
    will be provided to the licence applicant.
•   Each person who submits an objection will be advised in writing of the outcome to the licence application.
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CARD OF THANKS

Our family, humbly thank you for your wishes of condolence, prayers, food donations, and 
fi nancial support we received during the untimely passing of our beloved son, brother, uncle, 
grandson, cousin and nephew Dominic Sylar Wolfe.  
Words of gratitude seem inadequate in this most diffi  cult journey of grief.

-Don and Carol Brown
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Mother and son to represent Canada at multi-sport event
By Lorne Stelmach

A mother and son duo from Morden who 
have a passion for triathlons have reached 
a major pinnacle by qualifying to represent 
Canada at an international event next year.

Heather Francis and her son Levi will get to 
compete at the multi-sport championship in 
Edmonton after having competed and qual-
ifi ed through the Olympic cross triathlon at 
Birds Hill. Younger son Gideon also did well 
but is not quite old enough to qualify.

“It was defi nitely our goal to get towards 
the top placings so we could qualify to go to 
world multi-sport championships next year, 
so that was a big part of what we were striv-

ing for,” Francis said of their mindset heading into the 
season. “I thought, well, that’s a pretty cool thing if I 
could compete and represent Team Canada and get 
the offi  cial triathlon Canada race outfi t and compete 
on behalf of the country … that’s perhaps a once in a 
lifetime opportunity.”

Francis is no stranger to triathlons, having been 
an organizer of the Morden Triathlon for a number 
of years, so this has been a passion for the family for 
awhile

“The race and the triathlon group in Morden kind 
of petered off , but we’ve always been kind of into it 
since the kids were little, so I fi gured I need a goal to 
work towards, and the cross triathlon was introduced 
at Birds Hill,” she said. 

“So I asked my boys if they wanted to get back into 
triathlon too because they also did triathlons when 
they were little, and they jumped on board, and we 
all decided to train together and work towards doing 
the triathlon at Birds Hill, and there’s a couple more 
we have this planned this summer too.

“I really just like challenging myself,” Levi said 
when asked attracts him to it. “I always feel like I can 
do better, and so this was one of the ways I felt like 
I could do something to actually challenge my body. 
And working with my mom and Gideon both really 
helped me stay motivated.”

The fact the whole family is involved in it makes a 
big diff erence.

“With them, you have the support right in your 
house. You have the motivation,” Levi said. “You 
have people pressuring you to get better, work out 
every day, and if someone’s expecting you to get up 
and go for a bike ride, it’s harder to sleep in and go, 
nah, not today, right?”

“I think triathlon is a really cool sport because it’s 
a challenge in not just one area but three diff erent 
areas,” said Francis. “So that keeps all the muscle 

groups challenged, and, honestly, on race day, it’s the 
most exhilarating feeling to go from one to the oth-
er and have your spectators cheering you on and to 
cross the fi nish line. It’s just a really cool feeling.

It’s a challenge to be involving a lot of diff erent com-
ponents.

“For sure, it’s the swimming, the biking, the running 
and even knowing how to change quickly from one 
sport to the next, your legs need to adjust and you 
go, oh, okay, now I’m not biking, now I’m running. 
It’s always a bit of a weird feeling in your legs when 
you switch from one sport to the other,” Francis said. 
“And it’s something that you need to constantly kind 
of train for. You can’t just suddenly, okay, I’m gonna 
do a triathlon.

“Since I hadn’t done them for quite a few years, it 
was defi nitely something that I had to train for, and it 
gave me a goal to work towards, and I’m really happy 
to be doing it. It feels really good.

“I think Levi and I are both really excited to see what 
an international competition is like and what an in-
ternational level race course will be like,” she added. 
“Unfortunately, Gideon is still a little bit too young; 
you have to be 18 to qualify, but it will be really cool 
to do it together with Levi.

“I guess the men’s and women’s races might be 
diff erent, so we could maybe even cheer each other 
on, but at this one [at Birds Hill], it was really cool to 
stand at the start line together, and it was the last I 
saw of him. He’s way faster than me now. “

“I just really enjoy spending time with my mom, so 
whether it’s training or lining up at the start … I really 
appreciate it when we can do stuff  together like that 
together,” Levi noted. “It really makes me feel happy 
doing it with her.”

At the moment, they are planning to do the Clear 
Lake Triathlon this summer and then gear up for Ed-
monton next year.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Levi, Gideon, and Heather Francis compete in 
triathlons together. Levi and Heather have 
qualifi ed to represent Canada in Edmonton 
next year.

United Way scholarship winners announced
By Lorne Stelmach

United Way Pembina Valley recently 
announced its 2026 youth scholarship 
winners.

The agency distributes three $1,000 
scholarships annually to a graduate 
from each Morden and Winkler high 
school, recognizing students who 
have demonstrated social awareness 
and leadership through volunteer 
service and involvement in the com-
munity.

“Our scholarship committee was 
impressed by all of the scholarship 
applications.  The 2026 graduating 
class has demonstrated a commit-
ment to learning and to volunteer-
ing,” said United Way representative 
Nicole Hiebert. “The scholarship 
winners have demonstrated their ac-
ademic ability, leadership, and hours 
of volunteering throughout their high 
school years.”

Here are this year’s recipients:

 Nolan Lepp, 
Garden Valley Collegiate. 

Lepp’s community involvements in-
clude student council, Winkler Bible 
Camp, Pembina Valley Bible Camp, 
a GVC food drive, the Holiday Home 
business, and annual missions trips.

Lepp intends to study at Steinbach 
Bible College and then the University 
of Manitoba as he works towards be-
coming an accountant. 

“It means a lot to be recognized by 
the community,” said Lepp. “It is en-
couraging.”

It also means a lot to him to give 
back to the community.

“When I fi rst got involved with 
camp, it was just like this is fun. Let’s 
just keep going with the transition 
here from camper into a cabin leader. 
And then I realized that I’m actually 
helping people, and it just goes on 
from there, and the community that 
you build with other people that are 
also helping also really, really boosts 

you, drives you forward.
“It’s just helping the community 

that’s helped me.”

Oluwatomisin Adeniyi, 
Morden Collegiate

Adeniyi’s volunteer involvements 
include working as an education-
al assistant at École Morden Middle 
School, at the Hope Thrift Store, as a 
basketball referee, as a food server at 
All Nations Church, student council, 
and Youth in Philanthropy.

Adeniyi will pursue post-secondary 
education at the University of Manito-
ba with plans to become a veterinary 
doctor or go into animal research.

“It means a lot to me. It’s an oppor-
tunity that I know most people don’t 
usually get, and I’m very grateful that 
I got it because I didn’t expect to get 
it,” said Adeniyi. of the scholarship 
“I’m just really thankful.

“What inspires me the most is get-
ting to meet new people and the expe-

rience itself,” she added.”With all the 
volunteering I did, I got to new peo-
ple, and I got to make new memories, 
and it was another addition to my life 
and my story.”

Rudra Patel, 
Northlands Parkway Collegiate

Patel’s involvements include coach-
ing U13 boys with the Winkler Am-
ateur Soccer Association (WASA), 
Youth in Philanthropy, and volun-
teering as a soccer referee for middle 
school sports and the WASA.

“Volunteering gave me the oppor-
tunity to make a positive impact on 
younger players both on and off  the 
fi eld,” Patel shared in his application. 
“One of the biggest impacts I feel I had 
was being a role model for younger 
players. This experience taught me 
valuable lessons like leadership and 
responsibility.”

Patel will be studying dentistry at 
the University of Toronto this fall.
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