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Blazing a trail

Olympian Karen Doell ran the last leg of the relay Thursday 
as the Roly McLenahan torch came through the area on its 
journey to Winnipeg for the Canada Games later this month . 
Doell and 10 other locals were selected to be torchbearers for 
the relay, which concluded with a community celebration at 
the Manitoba Hydro offi ces. For more, see Pg. 2.
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Canada Games torch lights up Morden-Winkler
By Lorne Stelmach

The torch relay leading up to the 
Canada Games in Winnipeg at the 
end of the month came to Morden 
last Thursday.

It may have been a diverse group of 
11 people that had family and friends 
cheering them on as they brought the 
torch along a section of Hwy. 3, but 
they all shared a spirit and passion 
both for sport and the community 
in some way, noted Games co-chair 
Mariette Mulaire.

“These are people who have sports 
somewhere in their hearts, sports is 
part of their life,” Mulaire said at the 
celebration hosted by relay sponsor 
Manitoba Hydro following the relay.

“The torch is all about bringing the 
spirit ... the fi re within people ... the 
fi re to be the best,” she said. “So when 
you see the people that decided to ei-
ther get involved or got nominated, 
that means that they have some kind 
of fi re inside them.”

The Morden-Winkler torch bearers, 
who were chosen by a local selection 
committee, included a world Olym-
pian, a Special Olympian, Canada 
Games alumni, community volun-
teers, and residents who are passion-
ate about sport.

The Games’ Roly McLenahan torch 
started the relay in the hands of Kris-
ta Hildebrand before being passed 
on to Glenn Lussier, Liz Hildebrand, 
Michael Olotu-Jacob, Hailey Hunter, 
Chris Dick, Valerie Delorme, Dale 
Ready, Julie Kalinowski, Mack Wal-
ske, and, for the fi nal leg, Karen Doell.

“I’ve been fortunate enough to be 
involved in the Olympics ... this is 
fantastic as well ... I don’t take any of 
it for granted, it’s all just a big honour 
for me to be here,” said Doell. “The 
Summer Games is a big deal and I 
hope that people realize that and go 
out and watch and support the ath-
letes that are going to be competing.”

Nominated by his mother for being 
active in sports as a player, umpire, 
and coach, Walske was interested to 
see “all the different kinds of people 
and what they’ve accomplished” at 
the relay run.

“I think it’s pretty cool because it’s 
such a big event ... it’s all across Can-
ada ... so it’s pretty cool to represent 
part of Canada and get chosen out of 
so many people.”

“I’m just really, really honoured to 
be able to do this,” added Kalinowski, 
a local teacher.

She noted it was great that the torch 
bearers came “from all over the area, 
all different ages, all different back-
grounds. It’s been fun talking to 
them.

“It means a lot to me,” she added, 
“especially with this being the 50th 
anniversary of the Canada Games 
and Canada’s 150th anniversary this 
year too. We’re defi nitely going to go 
and see as many of the competitions 
as we can.”

“It’s just been a very great time for 
me,” said Ready, noting two brothers 
were involved in the Games in the 
past. “It’s a neat feeling. It’s different 
than I ever thought it was going to be. 
It’s very emotional at some points.”

The Morden relay celebration was 
one of several that is taking the torch 
to communities across Manitoba and 
to Kenora, Ontario June 23 to July 26.

“It’s an honour to be among the 11 
communities selected to witness this 
historic relay,” said Morden Mayor 
Ken Wiebe. 

“Morden has a long history of ath-
letic achievements ... and we’re excit-
ed to see how Manitoba’s athletes will 
fare against the rest of Canada. I re-

Mack Walske hands off the 
torch to Karen Doell for the 
last leg of the relay down 
Hwy. 3 last week. 
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ally believe Manitoba’s athletes will 
truly make us proud.”

Jackie Britton of Manitoba Hydro 
said it is especially rewarding for 
them to be involving rural communi-
ties across the province as the torch 
makes its way to Winnipeg.

“We really wanted to bring the 
games out to the rural communi-
ties,” she said, noting she was follow-
ing the relay to nearly all corners of 
the province. “It has been amazing ... 
just the way each community has ral-
lied to put on a special event ... every 
one’s got just a little different touch.”

“I saw the people getting involved 
... what’s so fun for me to see is that 
the community came ... different 
people from different parts of the so-
ciety here ... and they got involved,” 
said Mulaire.

She said it is exciting to get to this 
point after what has been a four year 
planning process. 

“Now it’s the excitement, it’s the 
fun, it’s the real deal ... now it’s for 
real,” she said. “Get involved in the 
games, it’s going to be fantastic.”

The Games will bring about 4,000 
athletes and coaches to Winnipeg for 
the July 28 to August 13 competition.

The 11 local torchbearers 
stopped at the Morden sign be-
fore setting out on the relay.
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Sip slowly. Snack often.

The Color shares GMA 
award with community
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Winkler-based band The Color want 
the community to know just how 
much their support means to them.

The Christian band 
won big at the Gospel 
Music Association’s 
Covenant Awards ear-
lier this year, taking 
home Pop Song of the 
Year, Recorded Song 
of the Year, and Mu-
sic Video of the Year 
for their track “What 
Would I Say To You.”

The music video was 
fi lmed right here in the 
Pembina Valley and 
featured real stories 
of loss and hope from 
three local families.

“They shared some of the deepest, 
darkest moments of their lives. But 
the whole focus of the project was 
to focus on hope and the process of 

healing that had taken place in their 
lives,” explained lead vocalist Jordan 
Janzen.

The community really got behind 
this project, he said, which makes it 

only fi tting that the band 
share the Music Video of 
the Year Award in turn.

Last week, Janzen 
stopped by Winkler’s city 
hall to present Mayor Mar-
tin Harder with the award 
trophy, which will be kept 
in one of the civic centre’s 
display cases.

“We want to thank the city 
of Winkler, the community, 
the surrounding area of the 
Pembina Valley for being 
involved and for getting 
on board and for support-
ing The Color for all these 

years,” said Janzen. “It’s really been 
tremendous.”

The impact of “What Would I Say To 
You” is rippling out far beyond south-

ern Manitoba, Janzen noted.
“It’s very exciting to see  not only 

is it making a different here in the 
community but it’s actually affecting 
people’s lives across Canada ... it’s 

just been really incredible to see the 
chain reaction of people being willing 

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
The Color members Jordan Janzen (left) and Larry Abrams (right) pre-
sented Winkler Mayor Martin Harder with the Music Video of the Year 
award they won at the Covenant Awards.

Continued on page 8

“THE WHOLE 
FOCUS OF THE 
PROJECT WAS 
TO FOCUS ON 
HOPE AND 
THE PROCESS 
OF HEALING.”
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Salem Home hosting 
fundraising banquet

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Salem Home is certainly no strang-
er to community fundraising cam-
paigns, but this fall they’re trying 
something a little different.

Salem Foundation is teaming up 
with the Salem Home Ladies Auxilia-
ry to host the Building for Tomorrow 
fundraising dinner on Thursday, Nov. 
2 at the Winkler Bergthaler Menno-
nite Church.

“We started brainstorming some 
different fundraising ideas because 
we typically do the faspa, which is 
very well attended over the years, but 
we were thinking how do we attract 
other people to see what we do as a 
foundation?” explained foundation 
chair Arlen Hildebrand. “It’s some-
thing unique and it’s really generated 
a lot of interest already ... we hope to 
make it an annual thing.”

(Hildebrand noted the popular fall 
faspa, fellowship, and song evening 
will still take place—four nights be-
fore the banquet, in fact, on Oct. 29.)

In addition to the meal, the banquet 
will feature as guest speaker Marie 
Monville, author of One Light Still 
Shines: My Life Beyond the Shadow of the 
Amish Schoolhouse Shooting.

In 2006, Monville’s then husband 
held an Amish school hostage in Lan-
caster County, Pa., wounding and kill-
ing several schoolchildren.

Auxiliary president Hilda Friesen 
feels Monville’s story of healing will 
resonate with Salem’s supporters.

“When we look at fundraisers we try 
to make sure that they are in keeping 
with our mission statement ... speak-
ers that will portray that Christian 
content,” she said, noting that Mon-
ville’s faith amidst hardship is inspir-
ing. “I was very intrigued by her story 
of forgiveness and resilience, her faith 
that moved her forward after a very, 
very tragic event.”

Funds from the banquet will be 
used to build a new Cottonwood East 
dining room.

It’s a project that has been on the 
personal care home’s to-do list for 
several years now, explained CEO 
Sherry Janzen.

The need for a new dining room was 
identifi ed back in 2010 during a sur-
vey of the facility, she said.

“It was just too noisy [in the existing 
space] and when residents are hard of 
hearing and there’s cutlery clattering 
and all the extraneous noise of things, 
they don’t eat well, they get frustrat-

ed,” Janzen said, noting upwards of 50 
residents, some in large wheelchairs, 
fi ll the existing dining space to the 
brim. “So now it’s becoming a space 
issue, as well.”

Other, more immediately vital 
needs took precedence over the last 
few years, though, and it’s only now 
that the care home is able to consider 
this project once again.

The plan is to build a second Cot-
tonwood dining room on the eastern 
side of the building. It will ease con-
gestion—and noise—for the entire 
unit, creating a space for about 20 

residents to dine in peace.
Salem expects the expansion could 

cost upwards of $400,000 and they’re 
hoping this fall’s banquet will take a 
big bite out of that price tag.

There are 360 tickets available at 
$100 each ($50 tax receipt). Hildeb-
rand anticipates they will go quickly.

“Our goal is to be sold out by the 
end of July,” he said, noting support-
ers can also book an entire table of 
eight for $800 ($400 tax receipt).

To book your tickets, stop by Salem 
Home or call 204-325-4316 starting 
Monday, July 10.
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From left: Salem Home CEO Sherry Janzen, Salem Fdn. chair Arlen Hil-
debrand, care manager Katharina Bruhn, and auxiliary president Hilda 
Friesen at the site of the future Cottonwood East dining room.

Main Stage slot up for grabs for winning song

time last year, though, with just one 
entry received, it wasn’t as successful 
as they had hoped it would be. 

“We’ve already got more than that 
for this year, so that’s great ... we’ve 

still got another month yet before we 
close things down,” said Klassen, who 
adds that the contest deadline is Aug. 
1. Head to deadhorseentertainment.
ca for entry information.

The festival entertainment com-
mittee will meet in August to decide 
which artist will get the coveted Main 
Stage slot.

Klassen said it is a small way for 
them to encourage and involve local 
talent.

“We’ll be looking for people who 
would be able to handle a 30 minute 
set, so there is a level  of expectation 
there ... but we’re trying to get artists 
excited about that possibility.”

By Lorne Stelmach

A song contest is offering a chance 
for a Main Stage appearance at the 
Corn and Apple Festival next month.

Dead Horse Entertainment is spear-
heading the contest that challenges 
local musicians to come up with ei-
ther an original song or a cover ver-
sion of one with only one require-
ment:

“Record a song that has anything to 
do with Morden, corn, or apple,” said 
promoter Darren Klassen, who is also 
serving as entertainment chair for the 
festival’s organizing committee.

“We’re keeping it pretty loose with 
that theme,” he added. “It’s complete-
ly open to anybody ... we’re trying not 
to close any doors with the theme.”

They tried the contest for the fi rst 

By Lorne Stelmach

City council tweaked its zoning by-
law guiding development in Morden 
at its June 26 meeting.

A series of other motions also up-
dated a range of bylaws for the city 
governing everything from traffi c, 
noise, and derelict vehicles to boule-
vard maintenance, municipal parks, 
and animal control.

One notable change in the latter 
includes the bylaw no longer main-
taining a ban on any specifi c breed of 
dog, while still keeping a number of 
restrictions particularly on pit bulls.

Council also approved three new 
subdivision proposals.

One subdivides a parcel of just un-
der one acre in size from a 16-acre 
parcel off Loren Drive on the east end 
of Morden for a new commercial de-

velopment.
A second one subdivides a site on 

the west side of 16th Street north of 
North Railway into separate lots for 
the development of two two-unit 
townhouses.

Finally, a third on the south side of 
Parkhill west of Mountain will divide 
the 2.4 acre parcel into lots for mul-
tiple family development, with plans 
for a three story, 24-unit building.

Council tweaks zoning bylaws

Corn & Apple Festival contest looking for 
songs relating to Morden, festival
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Bookworms sign up for 
summer reading program
By Lorne Stelmach

With one child having just fi nished 
kindergarten and another one ready 
to start this fall, reading is an impor-
tant thing in Lavonne Penner’s home.

That’s why she was at the Morden 
Library last week to register her three 
children for the summer reading pro-
gram for the very fi rst time.

“They’re learning how to read, so I 
thought this would just be a great way 
to promote reading within our home,” 
said Penner, whose kids were among 
the 470 who registered with the South 
Central Regional Library in the fi rst 
three days of the program last week.

“I thought we should participate. 
They’ve done other library programs 
here and have really enjoyed it. It 
looks like it’s going to be a lot of fun,” 
said Penner, who noted it will be in-
teresting to track their reading time 
this summer. “Any way to encourage 
reading within our home I think is 
a good thing. They love listening to 
books and looking at books.”

The initiative is part of the TD Sum-
mer Reading Club, which is Canada’s 
biggest summer reading program for 
kids of all ages, interests, and abili-
ties. 

The free program is co-created and 
delivered by 2,000 public libraries 
across Canada, including the four 
SCRL branches in Winkler, Morden, 
Miami, and Altona.

It’s designed to inspire youth to ex-
plore the fun of reading their way to 
build a lifelong love of reading, and 
there is a particular emphasis on Ca-
nadian authors, illustrators, and sto-
ries. 

SCRL director of library services 
Cathy Ching said the program is for 
children of all ages, but generally in-
volves youth up to about age 13.

As they read through the summer, 
participants keep a log sheet that 
shows how long they’ve read each 
week. Reading minutes earn them 
draw tickets for the weekly book 
prize.

“We have probably at least 65 books 
to give away in the summer time for 
children who are participating,” said 
Ching, who noted the children also 
get “bucks” which they can spend in 
their library’s prize store. Participants 
can also earn entries for the grand 
prizes up for grabs at summer’s end.

“So that really gets them engaged ... 
and each of the branches is going to 
do some sort of programming prob-

ably Wednesdays,” Ching said.
A new addition this year is a similar 

reading program for older youth or 
young adults.

In that program, participants can 
earn extra prize tickets by answering 
questions from the Canadian citizen-
ship exam. Prizes will include such 
things as iTunes gift cards, said Ching.

“It kind of re-engages the people 
who still want to participate but don’t 
want to do the kids’ stuff anymore,” 
she said, noting 115 people have al-
ready registered.

The librar-
ies aim to make 

reading fun, but in the end the pro-
gram also plays a serious educational 
role.

“Kids are busy in the summer doing 
other activities,” said Ching. “Teach-
ers have commented that they can tell 
who doesn’t read in the summer time 
... for children who are engaged in the 
program ... they keep up their reading 
skills ... improve their reading skills ... 
so it kind of keeps them from sliding 
backwards ... the teachers really no-
tice that.”
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Lavonne Penner (right) registered her three children last Wednesday 
for the summer reading program for the fi rst time at the Morden 
branch of the South Central Regional Library.

WPD hires fi rst female offi cers
By Lorne Stelmach

Former Winnipeg police chief Devon Clunis 
will help give some direction to the City of Win-
kler for its police department.

Council approved the hiring of Clunis Con-
sulting Group at its June 27 meeting to conduct 
a policing review here. More information about 
the review is expected to be released soon 
through the police board.

The approval came as council also approved 
the hiring of three more police offi cers for Win-
kler.

The trio include the fi rst female police offi cers 
for the city in Kendra Derksen and Megan Fal-
lis, along with the hiring of Travis Krahn.

Two of the hirings follow the recent retire-
ments of two long-time offi cers. The recruits 
start their training this month and are expected 
to be on the job by the end of the year.

Other items of note from council’s meeting 
last week include:

• Community volunteers behind plans for a 
dog park in Winkler not only got the go-ahead 

from council but a surprise bonus as well.
At the suggestion of Mayor Martin Harder, 

council agreed to have the money brought in 
through dog licensing fees turned over to the 
group for the dog park.

“They can enhance the conditions for dogs in 
the community, and they can use that money,” 
said Harder.

“I think what this group has done is they’ve 
elevated the expectations of dog owners in this 
community, and I believe they also elevated the 
responsibility of dog owners in this communi-
ty,” he added. “They’ve done a phenomenal job, 
and we’re very grateful that we actually have, I 
think, it’s over  100 more dogs registered today 
than we had two years ago.”

“I think it’s a great idea. It’s a bonus. We 
weren’t expecting that, but we’re very pleased,” 
project volunteer Martha Olfert said after ap-
pearing before council.

She said it is good to know they have the back-

Continued on page 6

Council approves hires, greenlights policing review
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I
t is Sunday and that 
means driving. I sup-
pose what it really 
means is “I am bored 
out of my skull. What in 

the world should I do?”
Perhaps it meant this for others in 

the past and perhaps those others 
went for what came to be known as a 
Sunday Drive.

This is invariably what I end up do-
ing and I try, as 
much as possible, 
to convince, trick, 
and otherwise con-
nive those around 
me into coming 
along as well.

The general goal 
is to pick a ran-
dom route that has 
not been tried and 
simply drive. Drive 
for the day, drive for the morning 
or drive for the afternoon—it all de-
pends on how much we want to drive.

In the course of the drive we come 
to better know our surroundings 
and stop along the way at various 
interesting locales. Sometimes there 
will be abandoned homes, or empty 
school houses, or derelict churches. 
Other times the route will be fi lled 
with interesting old grave yards; tiny 
necropoli left behind by ancient Ice-
landers or Mennonites. Still other 

times it is mile after mile of empty, 
beautiful, windswept prairie.

Depending on the mood we may 
head south into the United States. For 
whatever reason, the United States 
has always held a certain mythology 
for me. Perhaps that makes me a bad 
Canadian. Who knows? 

Nevertheless, on those days when 
we cross the border into North Da-
kota for a drive there is a certain ad-
ditional level of excitement. What will 
we fi nd down here that we cannot 
fi nd in Canada?

I remember the time we drove south 
one Sunday afternoon past Langdon 
and we spotted a great concrete pyra-
mid off to the side of the highway.

Not being raised around here and 
unfamiliar with the regional land-
marks, we drove off the highway and 
a little ways down the gravel road to 
the gates of what ended up being an 
honest to goodness abandoned mis-
sile complex. The concrete pyramid 
was a radar bunker designed to keep 
an eye on those nasty Communists in 
case of a missile attack over the Arc-
tic.

When we got to the gate, what 
looked to be an old retired biker 
pulled up on the other side in a front 
end loader, got out, and chatted for 
a bit. He explained the base was not 
abandoned per se but kept at a very 
low level of operation by yours truly 
should it ever need to be activated. 

Talking to folks in town you learn 
of how the base was the hope of the 

community. It was built by the Nixon 
administration with the promise of 
jobs and growth that come from a 
military town, but, sadly for them, it 
never opened. 

Once, we stopped at the cemetery 
in Walhalla to wander a bit. Only in 
an American cemetery can you fi nd 
a tombstone from the mid-1800s an-
nouncing the occupant had been 
“Shot by the Sheriff.” Still other 
graves reminded you of an era that 
we have long left behind: “Mr. & Mrs. 
Suchandsuch, settlers, killed by the 
Indians.”

We have yet to fi nd monuments to 
those self-same American Indians 
who were also slaughtered and driv-
en from their land. Perhaps we were 
looking in the wrong places.

Other interesting features of the 
American landscape were the small 
towns whose entrances are graced 
with fi ghter jets, or tanks or attack 
helicopters. Although, to be fair, Rol-
la, North Dakota welcomes you with 
three 10 metre tall wheat stalk sculp-
tures and a giant billboard of the 
Ten Commandments. Further west 
in Dunseith you are presented with 
the wonder of the giant turtle made 
of semi-truck wheel hubs all welded 
together. 

Without the Sunday drive how 
would we ever have the experience of 
encountering such things, such peo-
ple, and such places north and south 
of the border? Somehow I feel better 
for the experience.

Driving into the unknown
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ing of council and they’re anxious 
to get to work on the park, which is 
slated to be located near the city’s 
water treatment plant.

“We have raised enough funds to 
have the fence built and we thought 
that was a good starting point,” Olf-
ert said, noting they are still raising 
more funds for fi nishing touches 
ranging from benches to trees.

• Council’s concerns with the Man-
itoba Highway Traffi c Board contin-
ue with the recent appeal decision 
that again denied the city a speed 
reduction.

Council had wanted to reduce the 
limit from 50 to 30 km/hr on Orion 
Lane, Southgate Drive, and Stone-
gate Drive.

  “We’re very frustrated ... we be-
lieve that their demands and their 
conditions are unreasonable,” said 
Harder.

He suggested many other munici-
palities share their sentiment that 
the traffi c board needs “to be just a 
commentary agency rather than a 
control agency.

“Everybody’s got the same frustra-
tions. They say why are you worry-

ing about whether our speed limit 
is 50 or 30? It’s really none of your 
business.”

The city, meanwhile, will be attend-
ing another hearing in the future 
with the aim of reducing the limit 
from 70 to 50 km/hr on a portion of 
15th St., and Harder suggested they 
may need to make more of an im-
pression before the board.

“Quite frankly, I’m tempted to rent 
a bus and take people to Winnipeg 
... now you face the community,” he 
said. “We will continue to raise the 
issue ... this won’t go away.”

 >  WINKLER COUNCIL, FROM PG. 5
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BTHC Fdn. eager to 
see hospital grow

By Cori Bezan

The Boundary Trails Health Centre 
Foundation held its annual general 
meeting on June 26, refl ecting on a 
busy past year.

Board chair Debra Enns said that 
providing the hospital’s rehabilita-
tion program with a dedicated space 
was one of the  biggest highlights for 
the foundation.

“We moved them into an actual 
room in the mall in Winkler, and all of 
the equipment that they have in there 
now was funded by the foundation,” 
she explained, noting some children’s 
rehab services had previously been 
done in a hallway at the hospital. “You 
see things from rolling mats, climbing 
walls, bouncy balls—things that help 
with mobility.”

“I think every piece of equipment we 
can actually purchase that enhances 
what we already do in the hospital is 
a highlight to us,” Enns added.

Some of the most notable increases 
at the hospital have been in the pal-
liative and cancer care programs, es-
pecially in chemotherapy and dialysis 
treatments, signifying an ongoing 
need to support these programs go-
ing forward.

“With the restrictions of the physical 
space that we have, we can’t offer any 

more programming beyond what we 
have because there’s no more physi-
cal space,” said Angie Cusson, BTHC 
director of health care services.

Even though after-surgery and mi-
nor procedures can now be handled 
at the clinics in Winkler and Morden, 
the hospital is still dealing with a high 
number of patients on an annual ba-
sis.

“We’re still very close to 10,000 visits 
this year, even with 1,000 gone [to the 
clinics], and that’s just in minor pro-
cedures,” said Cusson. “What it really 
does is help with wait lists and wait-
ing times, because with the two clin-
ics helping support us, we still have 
10,000 people waiting to go through 
this little tiny six-room clinic.”

As the foundation looks to the year 
ahead, Enns explained that they have 
already started working towards ex-
panding the hospital, which is “burst-
ing at its seams.”

“The expansion will probably be 
our main focus now because it will 
be needing the most amount of rev-
enue,” she explained. “The campaign 
that will be going forward there will 
be an extensive one, so we probably 
will not be working on too many little 
projects at that time.”

A project manager has already been 
hired to work with the expansion 
committee, with a formal announce-
ment coming in the fall.

“The approval has come through 
and we have actually hired some-
body,” Enns said. “The actual fi rst 
meeting will only be coming in Sep-
tember…we are in talks with him at 
this point, and making guidelines as 
to what we exactly wish him to com-
plete for us in the near future, hope-
fully.”

“What he’s going to do is give us a 
virtual reality of what this building is 
going to look like, how much space 
do we need, and who can we move 
from the hospital into this building 
and who needs to stay in the hospi-
tal.”

 PHOTO BY CORI BEZAN/VOICE
Southern Health CEO Jane Curtis, BTHC Foundation chair Debra Enns, 
and BTHC director of health services Angie Cusson spoke at the foun-
dation’s annual general meeting on June 26, highlighting a busy year 
and looking forward to some lofty expansion goals. 

“THE EXPANSION WILL 
PROBABLY BE OUR 
MAIN FOCUS NOW 
BECAUSE IT WILL BE 
NEEDING THE MOST 
AMOUNT OF REVENUE.”

Pembina Valley Water Co-op looking to the future
By Lorne Stelmach

Recent issues point to the need to 
ensure the region’s water supply is 
sustainable.

Even aside from events like fl ooding 
in Carman, which forced a shutdown 
of the town’s water plant, to a dry pe-
riod which led to water conservation 
this spring, the Pembina Valley Water 
Co-op had already been looking at 
what is needed to ensure it continues 
to meet the region’s water needs.

“Part of it is just making sure we un-
derstand how we can supply water in 
the future,” CEO Greg Archibald said 
following a recent strategic planning 
session involving board members 
from its 14 member municipalities.

They agreed to hire Associated En-
gineering to conduct a study which 
Archibald said will focus on three key 
areas: projected population growth, 
drought and disaster planning, and 

changing regulations.
“It’s a good time for us to do this 

study and kind of fi gure the whole 
thing out,” he said.

The output from the cooperative’s 
three water treatment plants in Mor-
ris, Letellier, and Stephenfi eld plus 
the plants operated by the town of 
Carman and the cities of Winkler and 
Morden are currently meeting the 
needs, but the concern is that won’t 
necessarily continue long term with 
an annual population growth rate of 
two per cent or more.

In addition, Archibald said extended 
periods of drought will further tax the 
water supply system. He stressed the 
issue right now isn’t supply but more 
about the capacity of the system.

“Sometimes it isn’t that we don’t 
have the water, but we don’t neces-
sarily have the piping systems in 
place,”  he said.

In terms of the three key study ar-
What’s                 story?  Call 325-6888oiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

eas, Archibald touched briefl y on 
each one:

• Growth: “We’re going to work with 
the municipalities on the population 
projections for the next 50 years ... to 
get a good understanding of the wa-
ter needs,” he said.

• Drought and disaster planning: 
“What would we do and how would 
we get water?” he said, are the key 
concerns that need to be fi gured out 
well in advance of emergencies.

• Regulatory changes: “We’re al-
ways having to make sure we have 
adequate equipment and we’re 
following the standards,” said Ar-
chibald. ”We’re going to do some ex-
tra work there to make sure that we 
understand what might be coming 

up in the next fi ve years.”
A dry period this spring coupled 

with farmers’ need of water for spray-
ing their crops pushed the co-opera-
tive’s water treatment capacity to the 
limit,  and residents of the region 
were asked to reduce water usage for 
several days.

At their strategic planning session, 
Archibald said the municipal repre-
sentatives on the water co-op board 
spent some time discussing strate-
gies to handle this increased growth 
and demand for water. Ideas in-
cluded establishing additional water 
storage, more interconnecting cur-
rent  distribution piping systems and 
looking outside the area for new wa-
ter sources.
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to open up simply from us being 
willing to share these stories.”

Mayor Harder hailed the band as 
great ambassadors for the city.

“I was captivated by the sense 
of sorrow and also the sense of 
darkness that these families have 
gone through,” he said of watching 
the video. “And yet I’m reminded 

again and again in the middle of 
darkness there’s a light. I want to 
thank you guys for taking the op-
portunity to shed some light on 
that darkness.

“We are honoured to be able to 
receive this award on your behalf, 
to keep it here for you,” Harder 
said. “We want to treasure that and 

we want to make sure that there’s 
more people who are going to see 
this and say, ‘Hey, what’s that all 
about?’ and we can tell the story 
again.

“This is an awesome experience 
and an awesome opportunity for 
our community.”

 >  THE COLOR, FROM PG. 3

By Lorne Stelmach

A partnership is more effectively 
addressing all aspects of health for 
local teens in Morden.

A teen health clinic started this past 
month at Agassiz Medical Centre in 
conjunction with regular teen talks 
at The Warehouse drop-in centre of 
Youth for Christ.

“It’s been an incredible partner-
ship ... how these worlds collide is 
really great,” said Tara Wyton, who 
oversees the talks at YFC every other 
Tuesday. She is joined by Agassiz 
nurse practitioner Caroline Bitton. “I 
can’t give them all the answers ... so 
to be able to forge a partnership like 
this ... it’s been a really, really great 
opportunity.”

“We’ll talk about a specifi c topic for 
about an hour. I like that it’s a very 
like a laidback type of approach,” 
said Bitton, who heads up the teen 
clinic at Agassiz each Tuesday after-
noon and is joined there by Wyton.

Bitton, who also works out of Mani-
tou, was hired in January specifi cally 
to develop the teen clinic in Morden.

A number of key stakeholders saw 
a need in the community, she said, 
noting that a similar clinic has been 
operating in Winkler for some time.

“Not everybody, especially teenag-
ers, may have access to go to Winkler 
... so it was thought something here 
would be benefi cial for them,” said 
Bitton.

“I think the big premise around the 
teen clinic is so that they do access 
care. We’re fi nding that they’re not 

Teen clinic starting up in Morden

 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Tara Wyton (right) heads up the teen talk program at the Youth for Christ centre in 
Morden as part of a partnership with Agassiz Medical Centre that also involves a weekly 
clinic Tuesday afternoons specifi cally for teenagers.

accessing care with the conventional 
methods of the clinic,” she continued. 
“That may be because it’s still kind of 
a small town, and there’s confi denti-
ality ... everything is confi dential, but 
they may not view it that way.”

Bitton noted the teen clinic operates 
in a space assessed from the north 
doors of Boundary Trail Place so “they 
don’t even have to go through main 
reception ... then they feel a little bit 
safer ... nobody’s seeing them come in 
for whatever reason they might want 
to come in.”

In operation for a month now, the 
clinic is available Tuesdays from 2-5:30 
p.m. with no appointments necessary, 
and Bitton believes it will get busier 
as more people become aware it is 
available.

She anticipates a typical time with 
a patient might be in the range of 15 
minutes “depending on what they 
need ... if it’s someone coming in here 
for mental health reasons ... those 
take a lot of time. Even the reproduc-

tive health ones take a lot of time.”
She anticipates seeing a lot of issues 

around mental health, whether that 
involves anxiety, depression, suicide 
or just everyday stress.

“Also reproductive health is a big 
issue as well,” she said. “And just 
education. There’s lots of education 
involved, and I fi nd that’s what they 
need.”

She sees the clinic fi lling a void for 
teens who may not have anywhere 
else to turn for help.

“I can see teens maybe not know-
ing where to go if they don’t have the 
right people in their lives,” she said. 
“A lot of kids do come from good fam-
ilies, and they can talk to their fami-
lies, but some don’t ... where do you 
go from there?”

Wyton said there’s a wide range of 
things that they are dealing with at 
the teen talks.

“Kids struggle with all kinds of 
things these days. So to have kind of 
an advocate ... to give truth to the situ-

ations that they are dealing with ... is 
important,” she said.

The talks so far have covered issues 
like healthy relationships and cell 
phone safety.

“We’ve done different kinds of top-
ics on mental health, which is a huge 
issue facing our teenagers these days,” 
Wyton said. “Every week, there’s a 
new topic that we talk about to give 
them information and allow them a 
place to ask questions.”

She sees it as an ideal partnership 
where, between the two organiza-
tions, they can help youth with the 
many complex issues they may be 
facing.

“The  things that they’re feeling, 
the questions that they have, they 
are normal questions that we want to 
answer,” said Wyton, noting the teen 
talks are breaking for the summer 
months but will return in fall. “You’re 
trying to transition them to make life 
easier for them and so they have the 
resources.”

getinformedtinformedNEWS  >  VIEWS  >  WINKLER  >  MORDEN  >  SURROUNDING AREAS
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WAC Chase the Ace 
lottery begins Tuesday

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Winkler Arts and Culture is kick-
ing off a new fundraiser next week 
that has the potential to raise a lot of 
money—both for local arts and a few 
lucky winners.

On July 11, WAC will hold its fi rst 
weekly Chase the Ace lottery at its 
Park St. gallery.

Tickets to the lottery will be on sale 
every Tuesday from 7-7:45 p.m. for $10 
each. 

Each week, right after ticket sales 
close, a winning ticket will be selected 
at random and the ticket holder (who 
must be in attendance) will instantly 
win 20 per cent of that night’s earn-
ings.

Fifty per cent of the evening’s earn-
ings goes to WAC, while the remain-
ing 30 per cent goes into the Chase 
the Ace pool.

The weekly winner will have a 
chance to win once again that same 
night by picking a card from a deck. 

If they happen to draw the ace of 
spades, they win the pool money on 
top of the money they’ve already won.

That pool will keep growing every 
week until someone fi nally pulls the 
winning card.

“So it’s an accumulated pot that 
builds every week and the longer it 
runs, the bigger the pot is,” says or-
ganizer Tomm Penner says, pointing, 
in example, to a recent Chase the Ace 
lottery in Pilot Mound that ran for 45 
weeks and saw a Carman couple win 
over $173,000.

Penner expects the excitement is go-
ing to build each week alongside the 
pot, with people coming from far and 
wide for a crack at it.

“After a couple of weeks, when word 
of mouth gets going and the pot starts 
building ... once it reaches $10,000, 
$50,000, people start driving out for 
this,” he said. “That’s going to get at-
tention.”

Which is exactly what they’re hop-
ing for, above and beyond the money 

raised for the gallery.
“We wanted to help Winkler Arts 

and Culture and, not only that, but 
it’s just going to bring more people 
to the building,” Penner said. “And it’s 
going to have that community fun as-

pect to it too.”
More information is available on 

the Winkler Arts and Culture website 
(winklerarts.com) or their Facebook 
page.

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Winkler Arts and Culture’s Tomm Penner is eager to see excitement 
build for the organization’s fi rst Chase the Ace lottery fundraiser, 
which begins next Tuesday, July 11, at the Park St. gallery.

Big Rigs Big Hearts takes to Winkler’s streets July 15
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The fi fth annual Big Rigs Big Hearts 
truck rally is on the move this year.

After a few years setting up shop in 
Winkler’s Parkland, the 2017 celebra-
tion takes place Saturday, July 15 at 

the Main Plaza parking lot on Main 
St.

“We really liked the Stanley Ag Soci-
ety grounds, but after last year where 
we had a lot of rain, it wasn’t the best 
conditions for the trucks,” said orga-
nizer Rick Wall. “So we decided it was 

time to pick a new location where if 
we had rain on that day we wouldn’t 
have to be so concerned.”

The rally gets underway with truck 
registration at 9 a.m., but the real fun 
begins closer to noon when several 
food vendors open up shop, the ac-
tivities for kids get going (there will 
be face painting, infl atable 
bouncers, balloon animals, 
cotton candy, and other fun 
and games), and live musi-
cal entertainment from lo-
cal talents like Jayme Gies-
brecht, The Committee, 
the Harvey Allen Band, 
and the Quonset Boys.

Things wrap up at 8:15 
p.m. when the huge con-
vey of trucks begins to 
wind its way through the 
city.

The day is a chance for the truck-
ing community to get together and 
show off their rigs, enjoy some fam-
ily-friendly fun, and raise money for 
local causes, Wall said.

“I think they all really enjoy coming 
out and mingling with other truck 
drivers,” he said of the participants, 
who in past years have come from as 
far away as Mexico to be part of the 

day. “It’s an exciting day for everyone 
... there’s nothing else like this in this 
area.”

The event has certainly grown in 
leaps and bounds since the very fi rst 
rally took place back in 2013.

That inaugural Big Rigs Big Hearts 
celebration saw 15 trucks come out to 

raise funds for an area 
family in need.

Last year’s event, 
meanwhile, featured 
118 trucks and raised 
upwards of $8,000 for 
Katie Cares and Do-
nate Love.

Funds this year will 
be split between the 
STARS air ambulance 
and the family of the 
late Alexander Sawatz-

ky to help cover expenses connected 
with his battle with cancer. The six-
year-old passed away earlier this 
month.

“It’s one of the toughest decisions 
for us every year, what we’re going 
to raise funds for, because there’s ob-
viously a lot of people in need,” said 
Wall. 

 VOICE FILE PHOTO
The fi fth annual Big Rigs Big Hearts truck rally is moving to Main Plaza 
this year. An afternoon of family-friendly fun takes place Saturday, 
July 15, wrapping up with a huge truck rally through Winkler. Continued on page 10

“THERE’S 
NOTHING ELSE 
LIKE THIS IN 
THIS AREA.”
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“Obviously Alexander, his story’s 
been very public, everybody knows 
the struggles his family has been 
having,” he said. “And then STARS, 
they’re out here a lot, helping a lot 
of people ... we wanted to show our 
appreciation for what  they do for 
our community.”

Wall hopes to see the parking lot 

full of not just trucks but the com-
munity at large next weekend.

“We just encourage everyone to 
come out and enjoy,” he said.

More information—including, 
in the days  to come, the fi nalized 
convoy route—is available online 
at bigrigsbighearts.com or on the 
event’s Facebook page.

Shoppers gives back
By Lorne Stelmach

Shoppers Drug Mart in Winkler is 
continuing its support for the work of 
Eden Health Care Services.

Store management and staff recent-
ly donated $385 in proceeds from its 
May 5 spring gala event to Eden, and 
it also announced Eden will again be 
the benefi ciary when the store holds 
its annual the Shoppers Love You 
campaign this fall.

“This is the second time that you 
have done this for us, and we are 
grateful for that,” Earl Reimer, di-
rector of development for the Eden 
Foundation, told store staff.

Reimer expressed his appreciation 
to manager Zahid Zehri for having a 
heart for the community and particu-

larly for its health.  
“We are looking to use this for the 

benefi t again of our housing and sup-
ports program,” Reimer noted, “but 
specifi cally one of the areas that has 
been highlighted for us this time 
around is the fact that there are wom-
en and children who live in supports 
... but there’s really no playground 
area for the kids.”

“This is the seed money that helps 
that be achieved,” he added. 

“We have a full fl edged campaign 
with Shoppers coming in September,” 
said Zehri, noting its focus contin-
ues to be on women’s health issues. 
“Shoppers always has a focus for the 
women’s health. Their health is very 
important.”

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Shoppers Drug Mart’s Zahid Zehri and staff presented $385 to the 
Eden Foundation’s Earl Reimer last week toward the mental health 
agency’s housing and supports programs.

Pioneer Days, Cowgirls & Chaps coming up at PTM
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Pembina Threshermen’s Mu-
seum is gearing up for its two busiest 
months of the year.

The heritage village located on Hwy. 
3 between Morden and Winkler kicks 
things off with its fi rst of three Pio-
neer & Picnic Days July 10.

“This is the fi rst Pioneer Days of the 
summer,” says general manager Kim 
Striemer, who notes the event will 
also take place July 22 and Aug. 7. 

This year the museum is encourag-
ing visitors to bring along a picnic 
basket on Pioneer Day for a meal out-
side amidst the historical buildings.

“Why not do an old-fashioned pic-
nic?” says Striemer. “It just works 
beautifully with Pioneer Days.”

All of the museum’s buildings will 
be open from 10 a.m. to  4 p.m. that 
day, including the General Store, 
which will have hot dogs, ice cream, 
and snacks for sale.

The day will also be packed with ac-

tivities pioneer children might have 
enjoyed, as well as barrel train rides, 
interactive learning stations, self-
guided tours, and a scavenger hunt.

In addition to this event, new to the 
line-up this summer is PTM’s Cow-
girls & Chaps celebration, which 
kicks off July 15 from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and then 
again on Aug. 14.

Visitors are encour-
aged to come out in 
their favourite Western 
gear to enjoy a day fi lled 
with tractor-pulled 
wagon rides, old-fash-
ioned horse stick races, 
dummy goat tail tying, 
steer head lassoing, cowboy music, 
and more.

“It’s just going to be quite a lot of 
fun,” says Striemer. “It’s something 
different for us—western instead of 
pioneer—and so we’re really looking 
forward to changing it up.”

More information  for these events, 
including admission prices, are avail-
able online at threshermensmuseum.

com.
When attending an event at the mu-

seum this summer, Striemer urges 
you to bring along your camera for a 
chance to be included in the 50th an-
niversary 2018 calendar.

PTM recently launched a photo con-
test, inviting guests 
to submit their fa-
vourite photos from 
the 2017 season.

Fourteen winning 
shots will be used in 
the calendar. Win-
ners receive a free 
calendar for their ef-
forts.

Photos need to be 
submitted by Sept. 30 via email at 
info@threshermensmuseum.com. 
The calendars will be printed this fall 
but are available for pre-purchase 
now for $25 by emailing the address 
above.

Learn more online at www.thresher-
mensmuseum.com or the museum’s 
Facebook page.

 SUBMITTED PHOTO
Pembina Threshermen’s Museum staff and volunteers invite you to 
come check out the heritage village this summer.
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“WHY NOT DO AN 
OLD-FASHIONED 
PICNIC?
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PHAC seeks community feedback with survey
By Lorne Stelmach

The community is being given a 
chance to have its say on arts pro-
gramming in the Morden area.

The Pembina Hills Arts Council is 
running a survey to help guide it in 
developing stronger programs.

“It will really help us in moving for-
ward ... and seeing what kind of ways 
we can grow,” said summer assistant 
Braelyn Koop.

“Community involvement is very 
important,” she added. “The only way 
we’ll know in which areas we need 
improvement is if the community 
lets us know how we can better serve 
them.”

Koop said the arts council wants to 
create a welcoming space for anyone 
and everyone to come and explore 
their talents.

“Our hope with this survey is to con-
nect the community and the arts to-
gether,” Koop said. “It’s just to try to 
be able to provide the best programs 
for the community ... or just to de-
velop better programs here ... getting 

input from people.”
She said they have already gotten a 

bit of feedback on what people would 
like to see the gallery offer more of.

“It’s good to know what they think 
of the programs that we have now ... 
whether or not people are actually 
coming to the gallery and for what 
reason,” Koop said.

“Some of the comments that they’re 
giving are really helpful ... some of 
them have given us some really good 
ideas of what kind of programs we 
can offer. It’s been good to hear that 
people do appreciate what we are 
doing and that we’re trying to get in-
volved.”

A bonus for those who complete the 
survey will be an entry for a chance to 
win $65 towards a program or event 
hosted by the Pembina Hills Arts 
Council.

To participate in the survey, follow 
the link at pembinahillsarts.com or 
through the gallery’s Facebook page. 
Hard copies are also available at 
the Morden and Manitou libraries.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Braelyn Koop, a summer assistant at the Pembina Hills Gallery in 
Morden, is overseeing a survey that aims to get feedback from the 
community on the programs and activities of the Pembina Hills Arts 
Council.

 •  HEALTH CORNER

Distractions, speeding, impaired driving top causes of vehicle deaths

A
s summer ap-
proaches we be-
gin to look for-
ward to camping 
trips, long week-

end visits to provincial 
parks, and even the odd 
day trip to our favourite 
beach. 

Of course, as summer gets busy, so 
do our highways. According to Mani-
toba Public Insurance there were 
96 vehicle-related fatal collisions in 
Manitoba in 2016, causing the deaths 
of 107 people. 

MPI cites three major behaviours 
that are most responsible for traffi c 
fatalities: distracted driving, speed-
ing, and impaired driving. Not sur-

prisingly, these three behaviours are 
all preventable. 

There are many distractions drivers 
face, but the one recently targeted by 
police could be the most dangerous: 
the use of hand-held electronic de-
vices such as cellphones. When you 
are driving, your 
focus should be on 
driving. Have your 
passenger answer 
your phone when 
possible or let the 
call go to voice-
mail. If you have 
to make a call or 
send a text while 
driving, fi nd a safe 
place to pull over 
and stop your car 
before doing so. If you know you’ll be 
tempted to check your phone, turn it 
off or silence it and put it somewhere 
out of reach. 

Speed kills! Your speed affects your 
reaction time and the distance it takes 
for you to stop in an emergency. Your 
speed determines the amount of en-
ergy transferred to other objects or 
people during a collision. As MPI 
says, “The faster you go, the harder 
you crash.”

Adjust your speed accordingly for 
bad weather or road conditions. Pay 
attention in school zones and slow 
down to 30 km/hr. In the summer, 
when school is out, slow down when 
passing parks and playgrounds where 
children may be nearby. Give yourself 
extra time so you are not rushing to 
get to your destination. 

When we hear impaired driving, 
we usually think of alcohol intoxica-
tion, but there are other sources of 
impairment we also need to consider. 
Illicit drugs, prescription and non-
prescription drugs, and fatigue can 
all lead to impairment as well. 

You need to be alert and in control 
at all times while driving. Do not op-
erate a motor vehicle when you are 
impaired. Call a friend, get a cab or, 
in the case of fatigue, pull off to a safe 
spot and get some sleep before con-
tinuing. 

To err is human. We will all make 
mistakes behind the wheel. Do your 
best to drive defensively to do your 
part to help prevent a collision when 
someone else makes a mistake on the 
road. 

Please wear your seatbelt. A prop-
erly worn seatbelt, added to the many 
safety features in today’s vehicles, can 
help save your life. 

Visit www.mpi.mb.ca and click the 
heading Road Safety for many other 
great tips, including sections on child 
car seats, cycling, and wildlife. 

Be safe of the roads and have a great 
summer!

By Dr. 
Kevin 

Convery

oiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Call Don at 204.325.4688
781 Norquay Dr., Winkler

CANADA’S 
GARAGE

D U R A M A X   |   P O W E R S T R O K E   |   C U M M I N S

WE DIAGNOSE AND REPAIR THEM ALL! LICENSED 
DIESEL MECHANIC 

STEVE HIEBERT
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

arts&culture
The art of storytelling
By Lorne Stelmach

Caleb Hamm sees storytelling as a 
universal art that can transcend all 
barriers and divides.

It’s also through stories that we in-
herit traditions, beliefs, and values,  
he stresses, and art which tells a story 
often can be a connection between 
any people.

That is his ultimate hope with his 
own works of art which are being fea-
tured through July at the Winkler Arts 
and Culture Centre.

“Every painting is telling a story,” 
says Hamm, whose opening reception 
for his show Storytellers took place last 
weekend.

The exhibit will include paintings 
which cover a variety of themes and 
subject matter, ranging from multi-
culturalism and social justice to mu-
sical portraits and Canadian land-

scapes. 
Some of Hamm’s paintings wind 

down various multicultural and his-
torical paths, while others illustrate 
his own spiritual and geographic 
journeys. A commonality, though, in 
much of his current work revolves 
around storytelling.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Artist Caleb Hamm brings his show Storytellers to the Winkler Arts 
and Culture Centre this month.

“IT’S WHAT CONNECTS 
US. IT’S PROBABLY ONE 
OF THE OLDEST FORMS 
OF COMMUNICATION.”

Continued on page 14
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By Lorne Stelmach

An annual summer tradition of the 
Pembina Hills Gallery, the members’ 
show this year challenged the artists 
for works with a Canadian theme in 
conjunction with Canada 150.

The exhibit now on display through 
July and August  features so much 
more than a few maple leaves.

While it does celebrate our nation, 
there is also some effort to get past 
the stereotypes and address the chal-
lenges that face our country.

“I just want people to think, not to 
just glorify us,” said Tammy Hen-
drickx, who has a couple entries 
among the 60 or so submissions that 
came in for the show. 

“I decided to do the show ... why just 
show people the fun side of Canada?” 
she said, noting she almost didn’t 
participate this year, but she then 
thought it would be a good opportu-
nity for her to explore issues that in-
terest her, like those involving indig-
enous people.

For example, there is a sketchbook 
that is dedicated to an aunt who Hen-
drickx said “really believed in change 
... she worked hard for it.”

Started in 2007 while in Spain as 
part of an exchange, it went on to 

ation commission in Canada.
“I gave people a question at the end 

... what are you going to do?” said 
Hendrickx. “I think we can all do our 

part, even if it’s little ... helping some-

Members’ show celebrates Canada’s 150th
Tammy Hen-
drickx with 
her Canadian 
fl ag artwork 
that is among 
the 60 pieces 
submitted 
for the an-
nual summer 
members’ 
show at the 
Pembina Hills 
Gallery in 
Morden. 

 PHOTO 
BY LORNE 

STELMACH/
VOICE

cover a lot of ground.
“I did lots of collages, and it kind of 

just built up. It’s kind of a story,” said 
Hendrickx.

There is a part refl ecting how she was 
inspired at the time as she listened 
to the music of Loreena McKennitt, 
while another features snippets from 
the book Seeds Of Change, but she later 
added sections delving into the issues 
raised around the truth and reconcili-

Continued on page 15



Grown with Pride & Lots of Love

cormiersberrypatch.com
Follow us on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter for instant updates and #cormiersberries365

LOCATED IN LA SALLE…JUST MINUTES FROM THE CITY!
FOR MORE INFO. REGARDING PICKING TIMES, DIRECTIONS, 

PRICES OR TO PLACE YOUR ORDER VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR CALL US:

204.688.0858

20 Acres of Strawberries

Portage la Prairie Island Park

204-857-4581
Toll Free 1-866-738-4299

www.mayfairfarms.ca
Location: Take Saskatchewan Ave. to City Hall, then south
 down Royal Road, cross the bridge. Follow berry signs.

Raspberries & Fresh Vegetables available seasonally.
Adjaced to water park, golf course, PCU Centre and 

beautiful Island Park, with picnic and playground facilities.
VOLUME DISCOUNT & FREE DRAW.

PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE, 
FACEBOOK & CALL FOR OPENING DATES.

$ $15 Pre-Picked

Berry Picking 
Time

Get your baskets ready!

Bergen’s 
Strawberry 

Farm
2 -1/4 miles South from 

Pembina Ave. & 14th Street 
Yard #9116

Strawberries 
ARE READY! 
U Pick or We Pick 
204-325-0976

It’s strawberry season!
Canadians love their berries, especially strawberries. That’s 

why summer time is synonymous with picking time for many 
Canadians from coast to coast.

Did you know that the strawberry is a member of the rose 
family, or that it is also known under the name Fragaria, which 
comes from the Latin word Fragrum, meaning perfume? Or 
that the original English word for this succulent fruit was 
“strewberry”? That’s because these berries are strewn along the 
plant’s leaves. Over time, the name evolved into “strawberry” 
because farmers had taken up the habit of carting these fruit to 
market on a bed of straw.

Here’s another interesting fact that you may not be aware 
of: All strawberries are made up of 90 percent water, regard-
less of their variety. They are also low in sugar—having only 
a six- to nine-percent sugar content compared to an average 
of 10 to 14 percent for all fruit combined.

Other reasons why strawberries are so great:
- Eight strawberries contain more vitamin C than an 

orange does. In fact, strawberries are one of the most vitamin 
C-rich fruit available—similar to the amounts of vitamin C 
found in many citrus fruits, and well 
above the amounts found in other fruit.

- In addition to vitamin C, strawberries 
are an excellent source of potassium and 
a good source of magnesium. They can 
also provide us with 20 percent of our 
daily folic acid needs.

A final strawberry tidbit: The first 
strawberries were cultivated in North 
America in 1835.

There’s a long and 
healthy history of 
strawberry eating 

in Canada.  
So don’t be shy - be 

sure to get your share 
of these juicy berries 

this summer!
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“It’s what connects us. It’s probably 
one of the oldest forms of communi-

cation,” says Hamm.
Some cultures rely solely on story-

telling in order to preserve their his-
tory, he adds, so it is a powerful role 
that oral traditions play in keeping a 
culture’s history alive and relevant.

Our history is a collection of stories 
that have been told from one genera-
tion to the next, he explains.

“It’s something that begins to em-
body not just myths but culture and 
how we view the world. There’s sto-
ries that help us relate to one an-
other,” says Hamm, noting how we 
can make personal connections with 
our own family histories to the recent 
surge of refugees in the world. 

“There’s something that creates 
empathy within us because we have 
somehow been touched by that expe-
rience as well.”

As one of the most shared forms of 
expression, art also carries a signifi -
cant responsibility in the arena of so-
cial awareness, says Hamm, and he 
sees that being a strong motivation 
behind much of his work.

“What kind of connects this body of 
work is kind of the diversity of cul-
ture,” he says. “Culture is an area that 
really inspires me. Multiculturalism 
is something that’s been part of my 
more recent works.”

He cites in example a piece done 
for Regional Connections titled 4 
Corners. It portrays a Canadian col-
lage that captures the melting pot of 
cultures here through images such as 
that of a Peruvian Quechuan woman 
wearing a traditional shawl called a 
Lliklla.

“What’s fun about that piece is I cre-
ated a map of Canada and then have 
different groups of people dressed in 
some of their traditional garb putting 
colours and a mosaic on the map.”

Having been more seriously in-
volved in art since about 2000, Hamm 
says he likes to work in a very wide 
range of styles and media. 

“With me, it’s always been kind of 
loose that way,” he says. “There’s a 
wide range of muses for me. Some of 
it is very local, some of it’s just relat-
ed to landscapes. Others I think tell a 
more personal story.”

An area which he is particularly in-
terested in exploring further now is 
the larger scale work of murals.

He was involved with a mural at 
Elias Woodwork in Morden as well 
having done the one beside the Royal 
Bank in Morden and a project at the 
Cornerstone Church in Winkler.

“That is an area I think is growing 
and developing ... I would like to see 
more opportunities for projects like 
that.” 

Sharing stories, preserving cultural history
From Pg. 12
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ENCHILADA SUPPER 
TUESDAY, JULY 11

Fundraiser for Children of Hope Orphanages in 

Mexico, Ancla de Amor, Pan de Vida, Esparanza par Ti.

Enchilada Supper by GVMA 

5:00 - p.m - 7:00 p.m.

Music Concert by MastersVoiceQuartet

2 reports from Mexico

EMMChurch Winkler

one out when there’s a stereotype of that person.”
Having spent time living abroad in Germany, Hendrickx 

also refl ected on the stereotypes around Canada being 
such a great place to live. 

We have it good here, but it is not perfect, she observed, 
with one of her other pieces featuring a Canadian fl ag 
with a few embellishments including stamps from letters 
from her mother and her hand print.

“It never even occurred to me ... I think I did the maple 
leaf fi rst, and then I had to put the stripes on the side ... 
and it’s lopsided ... which totally 
makes sense though ... because we 
are not perfect,” she said.

“We take pride in what we have 
become in 150 years, but we aren’t 
acknowledging what was ... and 
what it could have been and what 
it could still be if we live together a 
little happier,” said Hendrickx.

It is exactly that kind of diversity 
of perspectives which organizers 
hope to have refl ected in this sum-
mer’s show, said PHAC programs 
and outreach co-ordinator Margie 
Hildebrand.

“I think it gives them a good outlet for their work,” she 
said, noting some artists may also use it as an opportunity 
to try out new mediums and styles.

The nationalistic theme seemed to resonate with mem-
bers, Hildebrand said.

“I think people really picked up on the theme this year 
... it’s kind of exciting to see,” she said. “Some people have 
created new work on this theme, and other people have 
work that they have probably shown before ... it’s not new 
work but it fi ts.”

Some of the interesting pieces include one by Susan 
Pharaoh that is a mobile of small ceramic maple leaves 
suspended from the ceiling to form the shape of the Ca-
nadian fl ag.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
PHAC’s members’ show features a variety of work, 
including a mobile of small ceramic maple leaves 
that also form the shape of the Canadian fl ag and 
a series of 13 paintings featuring the provincial 
and territorial fl oral emblems.

Show provides a diversity of perspectives
Another artist, Marilyn Young, has 13 paint-

ings featuring the provincial and territorial fl o-
ral emblems.

“It’s a variety ... mostly paintings ... but some 
photography and some ceramic work,” said Hil-

debrand of the show as a whole. “I think it’s go-
ing to be very interesting ... and we have some 
new members who are coming up with some 
great work.”

From Pg. 13

“PEOPLE 
REALLY 
PICKED UP 
ON THE 
THEME THIS 
YEAR.”

oiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca
Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Springfi eld Rd. & Hwy. #59, Wpg.
(across from Star Builders) 204-661-3983

& SUV 

• Commercial
• Quick Turn Around
• Half Ton to Mid Range
• Custom Re-builds
• Differentials &
   Transfer Cases
• Large Inventory of
   Factory Fresh
   Transmissions

&&&&&&&&& SUV
TRUCK

TRANSMISSION REPAIR
& SUV 

Passion Play kicks off two-week run this weekend
By Angela Lovell

It takes a cast and crew of around 
75 people to put on Manitoba’s Pas-
sion Play at the outdoor, Oak Valley 
theatre site in the beautiful Pembina 
Valley at La Riviere, a number that 
swells into the hundreds for the per-
formances as volunteers operate con-
cessions, direct traffi c, and perform 
all kinds of other vital roles to ensure 
the play runs smoothly. 

The cast rehearses just about every 
weekend in May, June, and early July, 
and many of the crew and cast are 
veterans that come back year after 
year. 

That includes actor Bill Tiessen, who 
plays the role of Jesus for the tenth 
time this year, and who has been in-
volved with the show for 17 years. 

He estimates that the cast—with 20 
rehearsals and performances plus 
time spent in setup, take down, and 
grounds-keeping at the site—each 
commit at least 200 hours to the play 
every summer.  

So what keeps them coming back? 
“There is great camaraderie and 

everybody works as a team and is 
there for one another,” says Tiessen. 

“Although it’s a familiar story, there 
are some changes to the script every 
few years, and each year, whether 
you play the same character or not, 
there are different experiences that 
mean it’s not predictable. Our direc-
tor is also a big part of it because her 
enthusiasm and commitment is in-
fectious.”

Outdoor theatre can present some 
challenges, usually with Mother Na-
ture, but Tiessen recalls that these 
can provide some poignant, unscript-
ed moments. 

He remembers one year when they 
were about to enact the crucifi xion 
scene and a black cloud hovered 
overhead. 

 PHOTO BY ANGELA LOVELL
Bill Tiessen, who plays Jesus, rehearses the last supper scene for 
Manitoba’s Passion Play, which begins this weekend.

“EVERY TIME YOU HEAR 
THE WORD OF GOD IT IS 
ALIVE AND ACTIVE ...”

Continued on page 24

Shoe Repair

YOUR WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE

Service & Selection Guaranteed 
Company charges welcome (must be arranged ahead of time) GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Runners Select
Reg. 169.99

Western Boots
Loads in-stock

Kids Sandals
Reg. 69.99

Keen Sandals
Men and Womens

NOW
$119.99

Hot Deals 
ON NOW

20% 
off

NOW
$55.99

 Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 
Saturday 9:30am to 2 pm

NO TAX ON SUNGLASSES!

Schools out 
for the summer
Fun in the Sun!!

Footwear for 
all occasions



morden & district
chamber of commerce

CHAMBER 
MEMBER 

SPOTLIGHT
www.mordenchamber.com

Business loans, Business Plan Assistance.
Call us today to start & expand your business
1-877-472-7122
www.cfheartland.ca
 

We Provide:

204.822.4765
180B 5th St.

Morden

Winkler             (204)325-7579
Steinbach          (204)326-6842
Winnipeg           (204)669-4213

STORE HOURS: MON.-SAT. 8 AM-10 PM, SUN. 11 AM-6 PM

Jaret Hoeppner 
Law Office

915 NAVIGATOR RD.

t: 204.325.8666   fax: 204.325.9312
e: jhoeppner@jarethoeppnerlaw.com

MORDEN

PH: 204-822-3550

Morden Massage Therapy

2-34 Stephen St.    204.822.4239

Orthopedic Massage 
Medical Supplies
Sports Injury Rehab 

Aids for Daily Living
Lymphatic Drainage 
Expert Compression

Your Guarantee to Professionalism

Linda Menzies RMT, CLT/CDT

484 Stephen Street, 
Morden

Call 822-OUCH (6824)
to book your 
appointment        

mordenphysiotherapy.ca

Let the friendly 
Pharmasave Staff HELP YOU!

Home Comfort Specialists

204-325-2267R

660 Norquay Drive

WINKLER CAMPUS 
100-561 Main Street, Winkler

Ph. 204.822.9100 
Fax 204.822.9111

300 Route 100, Morden, R6M 1Y4 
www.terracab.ca

Making Tomorrow Better Than Today

Locally owned & operated - Dedicated to serving our communities

THURSDAY, 

 AUGUST 4, 2016

VOLUME 7 EDITION 22 oiceVoiceV
Winkler Morden

600 Centennial St., Winkler, MB 

204-325-8387

JANZEN’S PAINT 

& DECORATING LTD.

Ready to put some spring in your deck? NATURALLY PERFECT™ 

DECK PROTECTION

Get the most out of your deck this 

summer with Sansin’s penetrating 

Enviro Stains®. Tough, durable 

protection means your deck will look 

and stay beautiful for years to come, 

with no cracking or peeling.

pr ggpri gpringspringgp s

150C Foxfi re Trail Winkler, MB (204)325-4012

Automotive Glass

Chip Repairs

Tinting
Farm Equipment

Auto Accessories

YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Proud to serve this community!

e-mail: info@threshermensmuseum.com
website: www.threshermensmuseum.com

www.facebook.com/PembinaThreshermensMuseum
“Having Fun ... the Ol’-Fashioned Way!”

Threshermen’s Museum
(204) 325-7497

Pembina
Getting Down to Business

MORDEN CHAMBER NEWS

Use our Business Directory to find local businesses! 

mordenchamber.com

Morden Home Hardware continues to grow
It’s been a great year and a half for 

David and Elizabeth Janzen since 
they took over Home Hardware in 
Morden.

With the Altona store now also 
under their ownership, the Janzens 
have a strong commitment to the 
area and to seeing the businesses 
continue to grow.

In Morden, they have made a 
number of changes to the store, in-
cluding a brand new entrance and an 
increase in stock.

“In the spring we added the gar-
den centre, which was new for us ... 
but it’s been great,” said David. “Mor-
den is a growing city and we need to 
have good selection and good prices.

“We increased our inventory and 
added some lines, as we have had 
room,” he added. “We’re trying to 
add more lines ... in our minds, we’re 
not done yet. 

“We’re going to keep growing, and 
we’re going to keep offering more to 
the people in the area. That’s what 
our goal is ... to always offer more 
complete selection.”

David added they inherited a great 
team of staff in both locations (15 
employees in Morden and five in 
Altona) and they hear many positive 
comments from customers about the 
service. 

He stressed they really appreciate 
the community’s support, as well.

 David and Elizabeth Janzen are the proud owners of Home 
Hardware in both Morden and Altona.

“The people here and around us have treated us well ... 
we’ve had a lot of great response,” he said. “I would like to 
express appreciation to the people here for welcoming us to 
Morden and helping us to feel at home here.”

Thursdays 4 – 6 pm
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Winkler celebrated Canada’s 150th with 
a party in Bethel Heritage Park that 
included (clockwise from above, right) 
a giant birthday cake served to over 
1,000 people; dunk tank fun; a chance to 
get up close and personal with reptiles 
and other creepy crawlies from Prairie 

Exotics; the bubble 
escapades of Captain 
Bubbles; several mu-
sical acts, including 
Reckless Tram and the 
Frying Pan; Children’s 
Carnival games that 
included some tricky 
steer lassoing.

 PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH 
VIVEIROS/VOICE

Happy birthday Canada!
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Morden’s Canada Day celebrations took over both Colert Beach and the city’s down-
town. The afternoon included cultural demonstrations from Aboriginal (above) and 
Bhangra dance groups (right); beach fun at Lake Minnewasta, including a sand castle 
contest (right, bottom); a massive 150 Picnic for 150 guests (below, bottom); and mu-
sical entertainment from groups such as (below) Jess Reimer and company.

 PHOTOS 
BY LORNE 

STELMACH/
VOICE
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sports&recreationorts
INSIDE  >  OUTSIDE >  UPSIDE DOWN

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Morden Mohawks came out on 
top in going up against the rival Win-
kler Whips last Tuesday night.

The June 27 game saw Morden walk 
away with a hard-won 4-1 victory.

Winkler and Morden currently have 
a matching record in the Border West 
Baseball League standings, sitting at 
7-6 behind the 9-5 fi rst place Baldur 
Regals and the 8-5 second place Pilot 
Mound Pilots. Nipping at their heals 
are the 5-6-1 Cartwright Twins.

Winkler had been slated to play a 
makeup game against Clearwater on 
June 30, but the game was once again 
rained out. 

They were scheduled to play in 
Clearwater on Tuesday, as well. Re-
sults were not available at press time.

This weekend Winkler hosts Pilot 
Mound Friday at 8 p.m. and then 
hosts Cartwright Sunday at 2 p.m.

Morden, meanwhile, hosted Cart-
wright on Tuesday and plays at Clear-
water on Friday. They also play on the 
Twins’ home turf next Tuesday.

A tough play at second base 
for Whips Bill Fehr as Mohawks 
Ryan Steppler slides into the 
path of the ball.

 PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT

Mowhawks 
down Whips

Hurricanes wipe the fi eld with visiting United
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The South Central Hurricanes sent 
their opponents packing last week.

On June 28, the Winnipeg Womens 
Soccer League 2nd Division team 
trounced the visiting BA United 7-0.

The ‘Canes took full advantage of 
their opponents being short a few 
players at the game’s start due to late-
arriving players, scoring three goals.

Even after United was able to fi eld 
a full team, the ‘Canes ran roughshod 
over them, scoring another four goals 
and denying every attempt at a re-
sponse from their opponents.

Coach Jen Martens noted that end-
ing the game early out of mercy 
wasn’t an option, as every goal can 
count when it comes to the standings.

“A tie in the points standings goes 
to number of goals scored,” she ex-
plained. “We actually tied in points 
last year to a different team, but be-
cause they scored more goals than 
us, they stayed in 1st Division and we 
dropped down to 2nd. So we are not 
giving up any opportunity to score 
goals.”

Scoring for the home team was 
Martens with two and Erica Hep-
pner, Colleen Penner, Emily Hard-

er, Lauren Hildebrandt, and Esther 
Schwartzkopf with singles.

The win puts the Hurricanes in 
second place in the division, tied in 
points with the fi rst place SE Reunit-
ed (7-1 record, 21 points), who have a 
few games in hand over them.

South Central’s record for the sea-
son thus far is 6-2-3, giving them three 
points up on the third place Synergy, 
who are also about four games be-
hind them.

This week the Hurricanes took on 
CCC United on Wednesday Results 
were not available at press time.

Coming up next week, the ladies hit 

the road to play the Red Hot Pink Fla-
mingos July 12.

Meanwhile, the local mens team, the 
Winkler Storm, kicked off July with a 
3-1 loss to the Wasps FC Monday eve-
ning. Thomas Giesbrecht scored the 
lone goal for Winkler.

That puts the team’s record at 3-5 
and has them in eighth place in the 
Manitoba Major Soccer League’s 1st 
Division.

This weekend the Storm host the 
Britannia Rovers Sunday at 7 p.m. 
They get a few weeks off, then, before 
their next game July 21 against Dun-
vegan Castle.

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 325-6888News or sports tip?
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 SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Winkler teams win titles

Come out and cheer on Morden Tri athletes
Club.

One of Manitoba’s longest-running 
races features one key change this 
year with the half ironman and foil-
man distances shortened to standard 
Olympic and sprint distances for both 
the triathlon (swim, bike, and run) 
and duathlon  (run and bike).

The Olympic race (1,500 m swim, 40 
km bike, 10 km run) starts at 8 a.m. 
followed by the sprint (half the dis-
tances of the Olympic) at 9 a.m. 

One other difference this summer is 
the Try-a-Tri short distance race (300 
m swim, 10 km bike, 3 km run) moves 

to Saturday with a 9:30 a.m. starting 
time. 

The Kids of Steel races remain on 
Sunday with an 8:30 a.m. starting 
time.

The best location for watching the 
full range of the race is at the  Colert 
Beach, where the swimmming takes 
place and participants transition to 
the biking and running portions, but 
good vantage points for the running 
leg can also be enjoyed from the golf 
course as well as the western part of 
Alvey Street and Connor Hill from 
Pembina Drive to Mint Street.

Homeowners along the route are 
encouraged to have sprinklers going 
to help cool off athletes, and Janzen 
again urges everyone to come out and 
make some noise cheering on the ath-
letes.

“It does all really make a huge dif-
ference for the racers,” she said. “We 
mostly just want people to come out 
and watch ... and to make the atmo-
sphere exciting.”

Proceeds from the race will go to-
ward South Central Cancer Resource, 
Morden Caring and Sharing and the 
Many Hands Resource Centre. 

By Lorne Stelmach

It’s triathlon weekend in Morden, 
and organizers say residents have an 
important role to play.

“We would love to have the commu-
nity come out and help by cheering 
on the racers,” said Heather Janzen, a 
member of the organizing committee.

“It can be a really exciting atmo-
sphere ... and we’re hoping we get the 
community out to support the race.”

Registrations had reached the 80 
mark coming up to the deadline Fri-
day for the 34th edition of the race 
hosted by the 3rd Wave Triathlon 

The Pembina Valley Orioles started 
off their week on a high note Monday, 
downing the visiting Interlake Blue 
Jays 15-4.

The makeup game bolstered the 
team’s record to 6-11 in the Manito-
ba Baseball Junior League standings, 

though they still remain at the bottom 
of the pack.

Also on the schedule this week was 
another makeup game, this time 
against the Carillon Sultans Tues-
day night, and a regularly sched-
uled game against the St. James A’s 

Wednesday night.
The Orioles return to home turf this 

Sunday for a double-header against 
the St. Boniface Legionaries. They 
then hit the road again Monday to 
play in Altona against the Bisons.

Orioles down visiting Jays 15-4

Three of Winkler Minor Ball’s teams 
won big last week.

Winkler 5 (above, at left) clinched 
the 2017 South Central Mosquito 
(11U) AA League championship by 
downing Winkler 1 7-1 on June 26. 

There were eight teams that quali-
fi ed for the 11U AA league fi nal tour-
nament by fi nishing league play in 
the top four of their respective pools.  
All fi ve teams from Winkler made 
it to the tournament, as well as two 
teams from Altona and a team from 
Carman.

Winkler 5 will now represent South 
Central at the Baseball Manitoba 11U 
AA provincials taking place in Win-
nipeg July 14-16. 

On the team are (back row, from 
left) assistant coach  Nolan McGuire, 
head coach Matt Friesen, and players 
(middle row) Haiden Friesen, Dan-
iel Eva, Jovanni Enns, Jonas Friesen, 
Jackson Friesen, James Wiebe, Chase 
Ehnes, (front row) Carter Nikkel, Si-
mon Hiebert, and Kam Thomas.

Also coming in on top was the Win-
kler 2 team, who bested Rosenort 

11-7 to win the 13U A championship 
on June 26.

Both teams were 10-0-1 through the 
regular season and went undefeated 
in the league playdowns.

In the photo above are (back row) 
coach John Ireland, Julian Bruhn, 
Johnny Ireland, Dylan Wiebe, Joshua 
Wall, coach Vern Wall, head coach 
Jake Peters, (middle row) Kalden 
Buhler, Hudson Friesen, Tyrel Un-
rau, Lane Giesbrecht, Karsten Peters, 
(front) Jeremy Wiebe, and Kamin Un-
rau.

Winkler 2 heads to the provincials 
this weekend.

Also representing our region at pro-
vincials is Winkler 1, who on June 26 
downed Winkler 2 15-5 to take the 
15U A title.

That team is made up of coaches 
Darren Crane and Ed Penner and 
players Trent Crent, Trevor Heide, Ty-
ler Heppner, Jackson Rempel, Steffan 
Dyck, Logan Enns, Brock Macdonald, 
Trent Penner, James Hollingsworth, 
and Jayden Santos.

“WE’RE HOPING TO 
GET THE COMMUNITY 
OUT TO SUPPORT THE 
RACE.”
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By Harry Siemens

One hundred and fi fty years old or 
should I say young? Looking across 
the border to the United States at 
241 years old, but refl ecting on our 
recent travels to Europe, we sat and 
walked in houses and churches dat-
ing back to the 12th century and 
more. 

We worshiped in one of the last 
Gothic churches in Switzerland dat-
ing back to the 12th century with a 
beautiful pipe organ, the musician 
moving between his saxophone, the 
piano, and the pipe organ. 

While proud to be a Canadian, I’m 
just as proud to be living in Winkler 
and having the privilege of walking 
through the Bethel Heritage Park al-
most every day. 

As one reviewer of the park said 

about the park: it’s a true heritage 
experience!

Besides the beautiful fountain, pa-
vilions, and stage, there is a walkway 
through history with cairns depict-
ing those who gave their lives during 
the world wars, as well as for those 
serving as conscientious objectors. 
Other plaques depict the history of 
immigrants who fi rst established 
Winkler and the park even includes 
an oak tree planted from the original 
oak in Russia where a lot of the im-
migrants came from.

While the country Canada pro-
vides the framework for the prov-
inces and territories, Winkler afford-
ed our forefathers [and mothers] to 
set up shop, to give us the impetus 
to educate and worship, and the 
wherewithal to earn a living. 

Many of those who came before 

us as depicted on the plaques as 
you walk through the park gave 
their lives, fasted and prayed, and 
through hard work, sweat, and tears, 
made it happen. 

I’m so thankful for our country 
Canada, our province of Manitoba, 
and in the community, we live. Why?  
Because those who came before us 
put God fi rst, sacrifi ced everything 
in some cases so we can have what 
we have today: freedom, the ability 
to work at what we want and can, 
recreate, and worship in the church 
of our choosing. 

When I look back, growing up on 
a farm and farming with my father 
and brother for some years, July 
1 was the turning point in several 
ways. 

Celebrating our great nation

Farm deaths showing a downward trend
By Harry Siemens  

 
Glen Blahey, health and safety spe-

cialist for the Canadian Agricultural 
Association, said every so often when 
he starts talking about safety, some-
one will push back and say oh, regu-
lations are terrible.

“That’s far too much to keep up 
with, and I don’t have the time, etc, 
etc.  It was chewing away at me,” said 
Blahey. “I thought well, okay. How 
many farmers operate their farms 
just to get by? Or don’t care about 
their effi ciency, they don’t care about 
their yields, they don’t care about 
their productivity, they just farm to 
get by? How many producers are 
there like that in Canada?”

Blahey said there used to be some, 
but today there are none. Occupa-
tional Safety and Health legislation 
and standards are minimum perfor-
mance criteria these days. 

“This is the minimum you should 
be doing to protect the people that 
work in your operation, including 
yourself,” Blahey said. “My question 
to the producers is if you’re going to 
farm and reach maximum productiv-
ity, maximum effi ciency, why would 
you only invest a minimum effort to 
protect the people that are involved 
in your operation?

“Cost is a factor, but the bottom line 
on health and safety is making sure 
that you know what you’re working 
with, and that the people that are 
working with that piece of equip-
ment, that chemical, that animal, are 
properly trained and understand 
how to control the potential hazards 
to them,” said Blahey. “That’s the bot-
tom line. Know what you’re doing,” 

From his perspective as a safety 
geek, it’s a matter of looking at things 
reasonably and responsibly. 

“What’s the point—rain is coming, 
so you’re gonna bust your butt, and 
you’re gonna try and get out there, 
and get the maximum amount of crop 
taken off because you don’t want a 
lower grade on it. If you’re dead, or 
if you’re in the hospital with broken 
bones and missing limbs, what value 
is that crop in the bin?” Blahey said. 

And health and safety standards 
have been having a clear impact in 
the last 30 years.

From 1990 to 2012, there were 2,324 

agriculture-related fatalities in Can-
ada, an average of 101 deaths each 
year. During the fi rst 12 years of the 
surveillance period (1990-2001) on 
average there were 116 deaths each 
year. During the last 11 years (2002-
2012) the average number of fatalities 
dropped to 85 each year.

“The ag industry is fi nally start-
ing to talk about it. They’re talking 
about that elephant in the room, and 

they’re learning about it, and they’re 
using good business risk manage-
ment practices for not only improving 
their productivity and effi ciency, but 
they’re using business risk manage-
ment practices for protecting the peo-
ple that are working in their industry,” 
said Blahey.

He said it is a matter of balance. 
“I was looking at some stats the other 

day, concerning agricultural fatalities, 

and every so often in a given year you 
see this big peak where the number 
goes up,” he said. “My comment every 
time is when you see a spike, I bet you 
that was a very wet fall. When you go 
back and take a look at the weather 
records, there’s a distinct correlation 
between injuries, serious injuries, 
and weather conditions.”

Agriculture

Continued on page 23

By Harry Siemens

Mike Lee, @AgronomyUkraine on 
Twitter, provides crop reports, up-
dates, and analysis four times a year 
traveling to the farms and fi elds in 
Ukraine and Russian and he has a 
message for western farmers: be-
ware—the Black Sea area with better 
genetics could increase production 50 
per cent.  

In the fi rst week of June Lee re-
turned from his second tour of the 

year driving with his team  2,400 km 
through Russia and Ukraine assess-
ing the condition and harvest pros-
pects for the main commodity crops.

“We also met farmers, traders, and 
analysts and discussed how the sea-
son was progressing and their insight 
on how harvest 2017 was looking,” he 
said from his home in Okehampton 
in southern England.

“Last year particularly in Russia we 
were there for about six days, and we 
saw the wheat crop, and the winter 

barley crop starts to fall over. Last 
year there had been plenty of rain 
and it had been cool, but not that cool, 
and there was nothing to hold the 
crop back. What we saw last year was 
lots of very high plants, chest height, 
which is entirely unusual for Russia,” 
he said. “Then the fi rst gust of wind 
they started to fall over. Back at this 
time last year, I said well the yields are 
not going to be very good. Of course, 

Black Sea area production on the rise

Continued on page 23
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Lots of potential in Russia, Ukraine agriculture
last year was a record year for Russia, 
so it shows how much I know about 
predicting crops. Perhaps I should 
have given more credit for the Rus-
sian combine drivers and their abil-
ity to pick the crop up off the ground. 
The quality was down last year, but 
the yield was high. 

Lee said in Ukraine wheat is going 
to be comparable to last year and the 
year before when it was achieving re-
cord quantities of production. 

“Ukraine, Russia producing large 
volumes of wheat again this year. 
Nothing short of a tsunami will dam-
age that crop now,” he said. “I think 
what I see in the Russian context as 
well; there’s possibly 10, 11, 12 mil-
lion tons of wheat still in the store. 
That won’t necessarily come onto the 
world market but used domestically, 
and that will allow more new crop 
wheat for export this year.”

Lee said the reasons for the in-
creased production coming from 
the Black Sea area depends on what 
you’re looking at.

“Of course, if you talk to the agron-
omist it’s them, if you talk to the poli-
ticians it’s all down to their policy,” he 
said. “It’s fi rst and foremost weather 
patterns, rainfall ... the weather pat-
tern has shifted, there’s been cool-
er springs, more rainfall, frequent 
rains.” 

That’s not to belittle the quality of 
farming in the region, which has 
been steadily improving despite dif-
fi culties.

“If you look at Ukraine, the wheat 
varieties registered is around 300 
or something, it’s a phenomenal 
amount of different types,” he said. 
“You talk to anybody in Ukraine 
who’s trying to select varieties, and 
there is no information on the per-
formance of those varieties. You’ve 
got plenty of choices but you have 
no information about what the dis-
ease resistance is, their quality, their 
standing up, standing ability and so 
on.”

The region needs to start produc-
ing “varieties that would suit the 
Ukrainian condition and produce 
the yield, and that’s something they 
could do relatively easy,” said Lee. “It 
takes time plant breeding, but the ac-
tual concept is relatively straightfor-
ward and well proven. For me, one of 
the things that hold the yield back in 
Ukraine is weak plant genetics.”

With good production happening 
already, a change in policy could see 
them bring in external genetics, im-
prove the quality, and see an uplift in 

yield. 
“Readily 20 per cent, 30 per cent, or 

even 50 per cent ... and that’s pretty 
much without farmers doing any-
thing else other than just using better 
quality seed,” Lee said. “You’ve got a 
27 million ton crop of wheat to come 

out of Ukraine for the third year run-
ning. That could be, if not doubled, it 
certainly could be 50 per cent higher 
relatively quickly, within the next fi ve 
years.

“There’s a lot more scope within 
Ukraine and Russia, and this is one of 

the things that I try to get out to west-
ern farmers is that the Black Sea area 
is there. It’s big, and it’s going to get 
bigger, so you know you need to keep 
an eye out what’s happening there.”

 >  SIEMENS SAYS, FROM PG. 22
Yes, it is the beginning of the second 

half of the year, the seventh month 
and for the most part summer recess 
for those going to school. 

Spraying for weeds was well under-
way, wheat began heading out, and, of 
course, the fi elds turned yellow with 
the blooming canola fi elds. 

For my brother Jack and myself and 
the Plum Coulee Braves fastball team, 
July 1st was also a form of celebration 
because of the ball tournament in 
Morden. There was nothing quite like 
it—a time to get together, play ball, 
and when fi nished, watch others play. 

It was such a highlight for fastball and 
baseball players of all ages. 

From 1958 to 1968, our fastball team 
minutes shows that our teams won 
that tournament fi ve out of ten years.  
No small feat considering the calibre 
of the ball of teams coming from Win-
nipeg, North Dakota, and of course 
southern Manitoba. 

July 1st and the 150th birthday of 
Canada has come and gone, but cel-
ebrations will continue throughout 
the summer and the year. 

I remind you once again that we 
live in the best country in the world. 

Let’s not take our freedoms and work 
ethic for granted.  In some cases, our 
forefathers came from countries and 
areas where they had taken those 
same freedoms for granted. Many left 
with the shirts on their backs, and not 
nearly all family members were able 
to come together or even come at all. 
Some stayed, and others gave their 
lives so others could go.  

Yes, God bless Canada, God bless 
Manitoba, and God bless our homes 
as we continue to be faithful to Him.

Supporting 
reading
The South Central Regional 
Library recently received a 
$500 grant from the Pembina 
Escarpment Reading Council 
in support of an upcoming 
presentation by LIVE History, 
which offers productions 
based on local history. At 
right: Cathy Ching, director of 
library services, accepts the 
grant from Darlene Keith for 
the presentation, which takes 
place Aug. 28 at the Winkler 
Library.

From Pg. 22

Do you have a suggestion 
for our news team?

Is there someone you would like to 
see recognized in the newspaper 

for their accomplishments 
- athletic, academic 

or community service.

oiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

What’s                 story?  

Call 325-6888
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PUZZLE NO. 524

ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 524

Copyright © 2010, Penny Press

ACROSS
1. Steeple part
6. Pouchlike part
9. Venetian ruler
13. Anglers' boots
15. Purplish shade
17. Poet Pound
18. Glacial cover
19. Embarrass
20. Sow's mate
21. Fuel for KITT
22. Hat
24. Mulligan ____
26. Zip
27. Allied by nature
29. Theft
31. Enchant
34. Iron, e.g.
35. Manners
36. Desert retreat
38. Dress for Caesar
41. Militarize
42. Ape
44. Place of worship
46. Equestrian's leash

48. Dizziness
50. Mexican

food item
51. Reason
53. Buzzing insect
55. Roll
56. Gauzy fabric
57. Moonlike
58. Untrue
60. Circle around
62. Aquatic mammal
64. Rapid ____
67. Skirt panel
68. Bad actor
69. Straightforward
71. "The ____ is

mightier . . ."
72. Poorly lit
75. Of the ear
77. Cleanse
79. Convert to

a cryptogram
82. Go up
83. Dinghy support
84. Muss

85. Farr's feature
86. Lease
87. Attack

DOWN
1. Gulp
2. Tropical rodent
3. Roman date
4. Family room
5. Gay Nineties, e.g.
6. Bro or sis
7. Cry of dismay
8. Large dwellings
9. Society gal
10. Atmosphere

layer
11. Wheat, for one
12. Ahead of

schedule
14. Tear apart
15. Tyke
16. Bamboozle
23. Revenue
25. Ire

27. Overpowering
respect

28. "____ of the
Spider Woman"

30. Influence
31. Northern
32. Weasel
33. Barbers' trim
34. Newsreel maker
35. "Eyes of Laura

____"
37. Soft fabric
39. Pin-up girl
40. Blame
43. College vine
44. Adult scrod
45. Whetstone
47. Sheer curtain

fabric
49. Mechanic's milieu
52. Body

54. Yonder
57. Exact
59. Grabbed a bite
61. Having two feet
63. Work for nine
64. Rose spike
65. Percentage
66. Not right
70. Cathedral part
71. "____ Sematary"
72. Makeshift bed
73. Loiter
74. Run into
76. Bee chaser
78. Use a bench
80. Head
81. Prompter's

offering

take a break
> GAMES

Sudoku Answer

Crossword Answer

 3. A way to acquire
 4. Peddled more
 5. Relaxing place
 6. A small carrier attached to 

the side of a motorcycle
 7. Decanting
 8. For all ills or diseases
 9. Building material
13. “Much __ About Nothing”
14. Type of Buddhism
17. Refers to something unique
18. Thus far
20. Make angry
22. Greek mythological 

character
27. Used on driveways
28. Relating to the ears
29. Doctors’ group
31. Chinese philosophical 

principle
32. Stomach
33. A particular period
37. Coin of ancient Greece
38. Place to clean oneself
39. One of the Great Lakes
40. Ruled
41. State of being free
42. Fe
43. Soup cracker
44. Escorts
47. Credit term
48. Institute legal proceedings 

against
49. Put within
51. New Jersey is one
52. Red deer
53. Type of whale
58. Swiss river

CLUES ACROSS
 1. __ fi  (slang)
 4. Former CIA
 7. Parts per billion (abbr.)
10. Fermenting vat
11. News organization
12. Paddle 
13. Agent in alchemy
15. Small amount
16. Wholeness
19. Suppliers
21. Type of head pain
23. Canadian province
24. Jiminy is one
25. Shelf
26. Diarist Frank
27. Honored
30. Boat race
34. Cash machine
35. Linguistic theory (abbr.)
36. Highway material
41. Gracefully slender
45. Not often found
46. Baghdad is its capital
47. Deriving from Asia
50. Large, veterinary pills
54. Boxer
55. Give the right to
56. Iranian city
57. Body part
59. A citizen of Iraq
60. Australian bird
61. Consume
62. A basketball hoop has one
63. Bar bill
64. Not wet
65. Midway between east and 

southeast

CLUES DOWN
 1. Shorttail weasel
 2. Type of sword

“It was like a moment stopped in 
time,” he says. “The raindrops started 
falling but it was like they were just 
standing still. It was an incredible ex-
perience.”

Many of the backstage crew re-
turn every season as well, like Elise 
Sanders, who helped make some of 
the original costumes when the pro-
duction started 18 years ago and has 
been helping out with the extensive 
wardrobe ever since.  

“Now there are usually just a few 
repairs,” says Sanders, who stores 
the costumes at her home over the 
winter. “It’s a commitment you make, 
something you do for the Lord, and 
every year you meet different people, 
and it’s always fun.”

After 18 years of directing Mani-

toba’s Passion Play, Belita Sanders’ 
enthusiasm for the show is still ap-
parent.

“It comes from relaying a story that 
is personal to us,” she says. “It’s the 
same play, but every time you hear 
the word of God it is alive and active, 
and it’s like that—it’s something we 
become inspired to be involved with 
and continue to do. There are always 
new people, and it’s the love for the 
story that doesn’t let it grow old for 
us.”

This summer’s performances are 
Saturday, July 8 and Sunday, July 9 
at 6:30 p.m. and Friday, July 14, Sat-
urday, July 15, and Sunday, July 16 at 
7:30 p.m.

For more information, including 
directions to the outdoor stage and 
ticket prices, head online to www.
passionplay.ca.

Play set to begin 18th season
From Pg. 16

PHOTO BY ANGELA LOVELL
Long-time volunteer Sheila Tiessen (left) handles make-up while Elise 
Sanders (right) helps with the costumes back stage at the show.



MOBILE HOMES
2 only 16 x 80, 3 
bed, 2 bath. Start-
ing at $89,900. Al-
tona Mobile Homes, 
1-800-582-4036, 1- 
204-324-6776 Email 
amhl@mymts.net

PROPERTY FOR SALE
PrairieSky Royalty 
Ltd. is a publicly-
traded company in 
Calgary that acquires 
oil & gas fee title and 
royalty interests at 
fair market value. To 
receive a cash offer, 
call 587-293-4055 or 
visit www.prairiesky.
com/Sel l ing-Your-
Royalties.

MANUFACTURED
HOMES

New 2017 manufac-
tured homes start-
ing under $90,000 
delivered! Best Buy 
Homes Winnipeg/
B r a n d o n / G r a n d 
Beach - www.best-
b u y h o u s i n g . c o m 
- Canada’s largest 
in-stock home selec-
tion, quick delivery, 
custom factory or-
ders! Text/call 204-
813-9023.

WORK WANTED
Available to do re-
nos, repairs, main-
tenance, painting, 
siding, roofs, fi x-ups. 
Residential or com-
mercial. Call Bill at 
204-362-2645 or 
leave a message at 
204-822-3582.
–––––––––––––––––
Do-it-yourself proj-
ect gone bad? Need 
help to start or fi n-
ish? I can help. Call 
204-362-2645 or lve. 
message at 204-822-
3582.

HELP WANTED
Dream job. Live in 
ca reg i v e r /house-
keeper in Winnipeg 
and Florida! (204) 
997-4629.
–––––––––––––––––
Medical Transcrip-
tion! In-demand 
career! Employers 
have work-at-home 
positions available. 
Get online training 
you need from an 
emp loyer- t rus ted 
program. Visit: Ca-
reerStep.ca/MT or 
1-855-768-3362 to 
start training for your 
work-at-home career 
today!

MISCELLANEOUS
35 Steel wheels, Ro-
lex watch, 2 horse 
show wagon, 600 LP 
records, Steam en-
gine bell, 73 Pontiac, 
95 Buick Roadmas-
ter, phone booth with 
phone, older motor 
home, 25 ft. Skyjack 
electric, 500 gal. fuel 
tanks with stands, 
wood stoves, trophy 
elk head, 18 ft. refi n-
ery tower, aluminum 
beams 14 ft. lots of 
steel misc. and lots 
more items. Selkirk 
Ph. 1-204-482-7251.
–––––––––––––––––
Batteries for every-
thing. Automotive, 
farm, construction, 
ATV, marine, mo-
torcycle, golf carts, 
phones, tools, ra-
dios, computers 
etc. Reconditioned, 
obsolete and hard-
to-fi nd batteries. So-
lar equipment. The 
Battery Man. Winni-
peg. 1-877-775-8271 
www.batteryman.ca

MISCELLANEOUS
Need help with your 
kitchen design and 
layout? Want real 
value? We serve 
most rural Manitoba 
communities with 
30 years experi-
ence. Fehr’s Cabinet 
Warehouse. 1-800-
758-6924 offi ce@
fehrscabinets.com
–––––––––––––––––
Parts & full trailer re-
pair, trailer safeties & 
Autopac trailer repair. 
Sales, Leasing & Fi-
nancing of fl at-deck, 
dumpbox, cargo, 
gooseneck & utility 
trailers & truck beds. 
Kaldeck Truck & Trail-
er, Hwy #1 MacGregor, 
Mb. 1-888-685-3127

HEALTH
Are you suffering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & car-
tilage cell regenera-
tion & development. 
Stonewall Elk Prod-
ucts Ltd., 204-467-
8428 or e-mail stone
woode lk@hotma i l .
com

BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENT

 Call 325-6888
oiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden
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Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

TENDER

INVITATION TO TENDER
Re: Land in the Municipality of RHINELAND
We invite TENDERS for the purchase of approximately 25.7 acres of 
land in the Municipality of Rhineland described as follows:
LOTS 12 AND 13 BLOCK 2 PLAN 266 MLTO IN NW ¼ 3-2-3 WPM
EXCEPTING – OUT OF LOT 13 – ALL THAT PORTION DE-
SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: COMMENCING AT THE NW CORNER 
OF SAID LOT; THENCE ELY ALONG THE NLY LIMIT THEREOF 
112 FEET TO A POINT; THENCE SLY AND PERP TO THE SAID 
NLY LIMIT 100 FEET TO A POINT; THENCE WLY AND PARAL-
LEL TO THE SAID NLY LIMIT TO THE WLY LIMIT OF SAID LOT; 
THENCE NORTH ALONG SAID WLY LIMIT TO THE PLACE OF 
COMMENCEMENT.
The property consists of approximately 10 acres of yard with pasture 
and approximately 15.7 acres of cultivated acres. Includes old build-
ings and flat bottom bins in as is condition. No hopper bins included.
A cheque for $10,000.00 must accompany the tender as a deposit. 
Written tenders must be received by 2:00 p.m. on July 21, 2017. De-
posit will be returned if tender not accepted.
Closing date for the sale shall be 30 days after the close of tenders, by 
cash or approved loan proceeds. Any loan advances paid after closing 
date are subject to payment of interest at loan rate during reasonable 
delay for registration of security. Purchaser shall be responsible for 
payment of all 2017 property taxes and GST or shall self-assess for 
GST.
The highest or any tender may not necessarily be accepted.
ADDRESS:  WIENS DOELL LAW OFFICE
  P.O. Box 1150
  564 Mountain Ave.
  Winkler, MB R6W 4B2
  Ph. (204) 325-8807
  Fx. (204) 325-8352
  To the attention of Christopher G. Doell

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today 
Call 325-6888 

Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

FARMLAND FOR SALE

NATURAL 
PRODUCTS

FARM LAND SALE
R.M. of Pembina
SW 1/4 33-3-7W
140 seeded acres

$30,000 of Drain Tiling
Possession Date 

Nov. 1, 2017
3 miles north of 

Darlingford
Serious inquiries only
Contact information:
Res. 204-246-2219
Cell. 204-362-8342

For more info. please look us up on Facebook 
or contact Matt at 204-362-8504

is open  
Tuesdays 

from  
4-6:00pm            

at the 
Southland 

Mall. 
The market will run 
every Tuesday from 
June 27 - October 3

Winkler 
Farmer’s 
Market 

NOTICES

372 Stephen St.
Morden

204-822-6707

 BioCgel                
Vitamin C
210 softgels
Reg. $29.95

$21.95

FOR RENT

GARDEN PARK 
ESTATES 

IN WINKLER OFFERS:
The privacy of home within a caring and 

cheerful community. We have several sizes 
of suites available, all suites have open, 
spacious floor plans. Rent includes heat, 

a/c, water, personal patio, repairs and 
maintenance, yard maintenance. Options: 
meals 7 days per week, heated common 

garage, activities, & much more.  

Call Cindy at 1-866-449-0254 or 
362-7151 for e mail cindyek@mts.net  for 
more information, or check our website 

for floor plans at jacobmanagement.com. 

Must have a reliable vehicle and a valid driver’s license
Position may include other duties within the restaurant.

NEW HOURS:
Sunday to Wednesday - 4 pm to 8 pm
Thursday to Saturday - 4 pm to 9 pm

Call Mike regarding delivery 
position at 204-822-6228

Marathon Pizza is looking to hire a 

DELIVERY DRIVER.

1 BEDROOM SUITE AVAIL.
 JULY 1. UTILITIES INCLUDED.
CALL MIKE AT 2048226228

EMPLOYMENT/RENTAL

BU and ACC 
students:

BU Residence has space 
available. Single and Double
Occupancy for 2017-18 year.

• Secure, comfortable, 
furnished rooms

• Hundreds of events and 
programs

• Delicious, nutritious food 
program.

Call 204-727-9761
or  204-727-7394

Thinking of 
Relocating?

Call the municipality of 
Pembina home.  Located in 

south central Manitoba, 
we welcome you to our 

warm and safe community.  
Raise your family here 

– retire here.  Affordable 
housing – low taxes.  Great 
amenities – local shopping, 

education, health care, 
indoor and outdoor sports 

& recreation, culture & 
arts.  Short drive to many 

employment opportunities.
Live Here- Grow Here –

Play Here!
Check us out at 

www.pembina.ca

MORDEN MOTOR INN 
is looking for experienced kitchen 
cooks, must be reliable and willing 

to work nights and weekends. We’re 
also looking for an experienced front 

desk person, experienced waitress 
& bar tenders. Please leave a resume 

at the Morden Inn front desk 
or email att: 

Dion morden_inn@mts.net

HELP WANTED

Larry Smook Farm Sale
Sat, July 15, 10 a.m.

10054 Road 38 E, Vita
Directions from Vita:

1 mile west, 1 mile north, 1 mile west, ½ mile north
Terms: Cash or cheque, no buyers fee

Partial listing of items consigned: Equipment: 5th Wheel 
hitch *like new, 2 5/16 ball & plate, JD 5’ buckle, Bale fork, 
3 pt hitch bale fork, 2 new ag light kits, Tow cables, Tow 
chains, Tow straps, 8 bear traps, 400 bu Hopper bottom 
bin, Road fl ares Livestock Equipment: 6 round bale 
feeders, 3 Richie cattle waterers, Fence posts, Electric 
fencers Buildings: 20’ x 24’ cabin w bathroom, heated & 
insulated *to be moved, 10’ x 14’ steel clad shed, heated 
& insulated, 8’ x 10’ metal storage shed Attachment: 6 ½ 
rock fork for loader Tools: Honda motor pressure washer, 
200 amp battery charger, Arc welder, Electric heaters, 100ft 
220 electric cord, 115 extension cords, HD booster cables,
Anvil, Hand tools, Air tools, Grease guns, 2 Jack all jacks,
Skill saw, Husqvarna 257 chain saw, Nut & bolt assortment 
w cupboard, 4 steel saw horses, Nail assortment, Roll 
3/8 rope, New rebuilt 12v fuel pump, 2 Tire racks, Set of 
2 rise cement steps Household: Desk, Kitchen table & 
chairs, Too much to mention Antique: Wood cook stove, 
Ringer washer, Quenelle set of dishes 1969, Horse hitch, 
Equip manuals Miscellaneous: 3 hydro poles, 30 railway 
ties, Alum semi rear fenders, Approx 1000 ft 1x4x10 pine 
boards, 2x4 lumber, 2x6 lumber, 20 sheets plywood, Tee 
posts, 25 15gal plastic tubs, 2 110L plastic drums, Shovels
Used tires & wheels, 5gal plastic & metal jerry cans, 2 
outdoor lights

Grunthal Auction Mart
Brad Kehler  

204-434-6519 or cell 204-346-2440

AUCTION

HEALTH
Canada Benefi t 
Group – Attention 
Manitoba residents: 
do you or someone 
you know suffer from 
a disability? Get up to 
$40,000 from the Ca-
nadian Government. 
Toll-free 1-888-511-
2250 or http://start.
canadabenefit .ca/
manitoba
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Don’t Forget Your Loved Ones
WITH AN ANNOUNCEMENT IN THE 

 Call 325-6888 Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

Announcements
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

See www.billklassen.com 
for pictures and complete listing

AUCTION REMINDER  
ZUSHMAN FARM
NORTHEAST OF VITA, OR 5 MILES 

SOUTH OF HWY 12 ON #302
OWNERS  204-425-3809

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

See www.billklassen.com 
for pictures and complete listing

AUCTION REMINDER  
SIEMENS WELDING

FIRST CLASS WELDING SHOP AUCTION!  

2 MILES WEST OF ROSENORT 

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

See www.billklassen.com 
for pictures and complete listing

AUCTION REMINDER  
ISAAC PETERS FARM AND 

36 FT LAND LEVELER  

2 MILES NORTHWEST OF ROSENORT  

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

See our www.billklassen.com 
for pictures, listing & Internet bidding

Very nice well kept machinery, with some neighbour con-
signments. Owner Greg Heinrichs 204 324 7037.

AUCTION REMINDER  
LARGE FARM AUCTION

FOR LORAINE & GREG HEINRICHS 

ALTONA, MB  
AT THE  FARM, 4 MILES NORTH OF ALTONA ON 
HWY 30, THEN 3.5 MILES EAST ON ROAD 11.  

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

Check our website www.billklassen.com 

Commercial sewing machine PFAFF  Model 1245  with 
walking foot, real nice condition. Mastercraft variable 
speed Wood working Lathe. Massey Ferguson 180 Diesel, 
with HD Loader, 3 pth, dual hyd, good unit. Allied 7 ft 3 
pth Snow blower, large single auger. Farm King 72 in 3 pth 
rotary tiller. Woods 6 ft Cadet  3 pth, rotary mower. 6 ft 
light 3 pth Blade. V Type 3 pth Snow blower. 3 pth  hitch 
attachment to pickup and tow fifth wheel or goose neck 
trailers, also bumper hitch attachment. 3 pth Log split-
ter, tractor hyd, used 5 hp walk behind garden Tiller, John 
Deere Z TRAC zero turn mower 54 in,  only 320 one owner 
hrs. Craftsman tractor 16 hp  with 42 in mower and bagger. 
27 ft 4 wheel yard trailer with some RV Siding. Portable 
8 x 4’ sign. Steel frame on casters, for slide in camper, 
move into storage etc. 12 volt 10 ft yard sprayer trailer 
type. Trailer axle 8in wheels. Cabinet door press. Numerous 
RV Parts, door hatches, bagging doors etc. Sears portable 
air compressor, needs tank. Sand blaster. 2 1/2 ton floor 
jack. In House: Large GOOD SOUNDINNG  Piano. Dining 
table set, extra leaf, 6 chair set. Couch and loveseat set. 
Couch and chair set. Maytag Fridge. Smooth top Whirlpool 
Range. Chest of drawers and other household items. Please 
do plan to attend this nice clean evening auction. The Let-
kemans have sold their nice Farm Yard and are moving to 
town. Please plan to join us  here, light snack available. 
Owners  204 325 4531 

At the farm, from Winkler 4 miles north on  #428 and 
½ mile east on road 17 N. 

EVENING ACREAGE AUCTION
RICHARD AND MARTHA LETKEMAN 

AUCTION

COMMERICAL REAL ESTATE

AUCTION

AUCTIONAUCTION

AUCTION

COMMERICAL LAND AND BUILDING 
FOR SALE BY OWNER

222 South Railway Street - MORDEN
(CLOSE PROXIMITY TO DOWNTOWN – NOT IN INDUSTRIAL PARK)

Potential for two businesses (1500  & 1000 sq ft) 
with designated entrance, service door and parking 

Call Merle 204-325-2082             $199,900

Roland Fire Department would like 
to thank our sponsors, volunteers 

and community members for all the 
support for our annual picnic

Banman Meats
Berdick Windows

Boston Pizza
Canadian Lumber
Co-op at Home

Delmar Commodities
Green Valley Equipment

Gaslight Harley Davidson
JR Bearing

Little Morden Service
McGee’s Family Restaurant

Meridian Convey-All
Olympic Source for Sports

Prairie Oils & Vinegars
Roland General Store

Valley Bowling Lanes
Winkler Canvas

Winkler Centennial Golf Course
Winkler Meats

Dominion Outdoors
True North Sports & Entertainment

Winnipeg Blue Bombers Football Club
Canadian Tire Winkler

Hyde’s Hobbies
Sperling Industries

Carman Co-op
Rain or Shine Shelters

Old Dutch
Bounce-A-Rama Inflatables

THANK YOU

MOBILITY 
PRODUCTS

ROLLATOR 

SALE
 ALL IN 
STOCK 

BRANDS

$5000 
July 6 to

July 13, 2017

372 Stephen St.
Morden

204-822-6707

OFF

BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

TODAY
• BIRTHDAYS 
• MARRIAGES
• ANNIVERSARIES 
• NOTICES
• OBITUARIES 
• IN MEMORIAMS
• ENGAGEMENTS  
• BIRTHS
• THANK YOUS
• GRADUATIONS

CALL: 
325-6888
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Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today 
Call 325-6888 

www.alhmotorspeedway.com
3 miles west of 
Morden off Hwy. #3 204-823-0603

RACE DAY SPONSOR
SHIFTER’S STEAKHOUSE

Pure Stock, Street Stock, Midwest Mods, 
A-Mods, 4cyl, and Slingshots

RACE DAY

COMING EVENTS



OBITUARY

Jennifer Marlene Derksen (Penner)
1971 - 2017

“My grace is suffi cient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12:9

Surrounded by many family members, Jennifer Derksen of 
Morden, MB formerly of Winkler passed into the loving arms of 
Jesus on Wednesday, June 21, 2017 at the age of 45.

Jennifer will be greatly missed by her parents, Rena Duerksen 
of Winkler, Neil and Glenda Penner of Steinbach, Kevin Derksen 
of Morris, the Giesbrecht family as well as many aunts, uncles, 
cousins and friends.

In 2002, upon confession of her faith in Jesus Christ, Jennifer 
was baptized. She loved the Lord and in spite of the many health 
issues she faced over the years, she held a strong faith in His 

goodness and love. This gave her the strength and desire to carry on. Jennifer worked in the 
health care fi eld. Her many interests included hockey (Vancouver Canucks), BC Lions, children, 
dogs, showing hospitality and planning parties and everything Christmas. Friends and family and 
getting together with them was very important to her. She had the greatest smile for everyone 
and her laugh was contagious. Jennifer was a loving, caring, compassionate and out-going 
person who cherished her relationships with people and above all, God. Family and friends will 
forever treasure her memory and look forward to being reunited someday in heaven.

Celebration of Jennifer’s life took place at 2:00 p.m. on Monday, June 26, 2017 at Christian Life 
Centre in Morden with interment prior at Westridge Memorial Gardens.

Donations may be made in Jennifer’s memory to the Kidney Foundation.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

GRADUATION ENGAGEMENT

 Congratulations to
Julie Hamilton, D.V.M.

On her successful completion of her 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree from 

the Western College of Veterinary Medicine, 
U of S, Saskatoon, Sask. We are very proud 

of her. She has already started her career as a 
Veterinarian at the Morden Veterinary Clinic

-Love Mom, Dad, Derek,
Grandma Coveney and Jeremy

 Ernie and Esther Driedger of Morden are 
pleased to announce the engagement of their 

daughter, Jennifer to Kevin Thiessen, 
son of Ed and Liz Thiessen of Winnipeg. 

A July wedding is planned. Wishing you God’s 
richest blessings as you begin your marriage.
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BOOK YOUR ANNOUNCEMENT TODAY
•  BIRTHDAYS 
•  MARRIAGES
•  ANNIVERSARIES 

•  NOTICES
•  OBITUARIES 
•  IN MEMORIAMS

•  ENGAGEMENTS  
•  BIRTHS

•  THANK YOUS
•  GRADUATIONS

CALL: 325-6888

Announcements
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

as shown outlined in a heavy solid line on the map attached hereto as Schedule “A”, and 
forming part of this by-law, be rezoned
FROM:  “CR” COMMUNITY RESERVE ZONE
 “MG” INDUSTRIAL GENERAL ZONE
TO:  “MB” INDUSTRIAL BUSINESS ZONE, AND
 “OR” OPEN SPACE / RECREATION ZONE

The Council of the City of Winkler, under the authority of The Planning Act, will hold a Public 
Hearing, at the Winkler Council Chamber, 185 Main Street, Winkler, Manitoba, on Tuesday, July 
25th, 2017 at 7:00 PM, at which time and place the Council will receive representations and 
objections from any persons who wish to make them in respect of By-Law No. 2183-17, of the 
City of Winkler.

The general intent of the above By-Law No. 2183-17, is to zone the land described below, 
Namely: Lots 4 & 5 and Public Reserve Plan No.  

(Deposit 1899-2016) MLTO in the SW ¼ 2-3-4 WPM

CITY OF WINKLER - NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
UNDER THE PLANNING ACT

SCHEDULE “A” To By-Law 2183-17

A copy of the above By-Law No. 2183-17, and supporting material may be inspected by 
any persons between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM, Monday to Friday, in the City 
Office.
DATED at Winkler, in Manitoba, this 19th day of June, 2017.
Designated Officer
City of Winkler

The Council of the City of Winkler, under the authority of The Planning Act, will hold a Public 
Hearing, at the Winkler Council Chamber, 185 Main Street, Winkler, Manitoba, on Tuesday, July 
25th, 2017 at 7:00 PM, at which time and place the Council will receive representations and 
objections from any persons who wish to make them in respect of By-Law No. 2184-17, of the 
City of Winkler.

The general intent of the above By-Law No. 2184-17, is to zone the land described below, 
Namely: Lot 1, Plan No. (Deposit 805/2017) MLTO in the SW 9-3-4 WPM

CITY OF WINKLER - NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
UNDER THE PLANNING ACT

as shown outlined in a heavy solid line on the map attached hereto as Schedule “A”, and 
forming part of this by-law, be rezoned
FROM:  “I” INSTITUTIONAL ZONE
TO:  “CH” COMMERCIAL HIGHWAY ZONE

SCHEDULE “A” To 
By-Law 2184-17

A copy of the above By-Law No. 2184-17, and supporting material may 
be inspected by any persons between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM, 
Monday to Friday, in the City Office.
DATED at Winkler, in Manitoba, this 19th day of June, 2017.
Designated Officer
City of Winkler

Cards
Biz

Call 325-6888 

FRED MAYOR
 AREA SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CARMAN GRANITE
MONUMENTS, INSCRIPTIONS,

MEMORIAL RESTORATIONS
CEMETERY SERVICE

fmayor@mts.net
For an appointment in your home, call

Ph. 204.822.3454  Cell 204.362.2064

J&L Roofing Shingling 
& Siding

EMAIL ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

NOTICES NOTICES



WWW.SOUTHLANDHONDA.COM
325-7899

SCOTT CHUCK JODY WAYNE GREG

HONDA.CA

WWW.SOUTHLANDHONDA.COM
WAYNE CHUCK WARREN MERLE BILL

204-325-9511
W W W . J A N Z E N C H E V R O L E T. C A

JODY GREG

KURT MILLER
KURT@JPB.CA

 HENRY BLATZ
HENRY@JPB.CA

KEVIN TALBOT
KEVIN@JPB.CA

ERIC THIESSEN
ERIC@JPB.CA

HONDA

2015 
Chevrolet 

Colorado LT 
Crew LWB
Stk# W6876A

3.6L V6, Auto, A/C, Tilt, Cruise, Power Windows & 
Power Door Locks, Cloth Interior, 17” Alum Wheels, 
Rear Vision Camera, Remote Keyless Entry, 8” 
Colour Touch Screen, etc

2015 Toyota 
Corolla

Stk# W6907A

1.8L 4 Cylinder, Auto, A/C, Tilt, Cruise, Power 
Windows & Power Door Locks, Cloth Interior, Heated 
Front Seats, etc

Inquire for Price

2016 
Ford Edge 
Titanium 

AWD
Stk# W6876A

Auto, A/C, Tilt, Cruise, Power Windows & Power Door 
Locks, Leather Interior, Dual Color Interior, Moonroof, 
Heated & Cooled Seats, Side Blind Zone Alert, Colour 
Touch Screen, Remote Keyless Entry, Rear Vision 
Camera, Remote Vehicle Start, etc

Inquire for Price

Inquire for Price

*ONLY 
28,500 KM*

*ONLY 
23,000 KM*

*ONLY 
23,000 KM*

690 MEMORIAL DRIVE 
W W W . H O M E T O W N F O R D . C A

Bob Derksen Brian Derksen Konrad Friesen John Friesen Bob Peters

Permit No. 1162 Since 1955Sit N 1162

#/£ Limited time lease offer from Honda Canada Finance Inc. (HCFI), On Approved 
Credit. Weekly lease offer applies to a new 2017 Civic 4D LX 6MT, model FC2E2HE for 
a 60-month period, for a total of 260 payments of $56 leased at 1.99% APR. 120,000 
kilometre allowance (12 cents/km excess charge applies). Consumers may pre-purchase 
up to a maximum of 16,000 extra km/year at $0.08/km at the time of entering into the 
lease agreement. Total lease obligation is $14,560. Lease obligation includes freight and 
PDI of $1,595, Federal air conditioning charge, tire levy and other applicable fees except 
PPSA lien registration fee of $52.76 and lien registering agent’s fee of $5.25, which are 
both due at time of delivery. No down-payment required. Taxes, license, insurance and 
registration are extra. Dealer may lease for less. ¥ $750 Civic bonus lease or finance 
dollars available on select new and unregistered 2017 Civics only when financing through 
HCFI and are applied to purchase price after taxes. #/£/¥ Offers valid from July 1, 2017 
through July 31, 2017 at participating Honda retailers. Offers valid only for Manitoba 
residents at Honda Dealers of Manitoba locations. Weekly leasing available on terms of 
36 months or greater. Offers subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. Offers 
only valid on new in-stock 2017 vehicles. While quantities last. Dealer order or trade may 
be necessary. Visit HondaManitoba.com or your Manitoba Honda dealer for details. *None 
of the features described are intended to replace the driver’s responsibility to exercise 
due care while driving. Drivers should not use handheld devices or operate certain vehicle 
features unless it is safe and legal to do so. Some features have technological limitations. 
For additional feature information, limitations and restrictions, please visit www.honda.
ca/disclaimers or refer to the vehicle’s owner’s manual.

2011 LINCOLN MKX 
ALL WHEEL DRIVEALL WHEEL DRIVEALL WHEEL DRIVE

$20,800 PLUS
GST/PST

17U080

$16,900 PLUS
GST/PST
PLUS

2012 DODGE JOURNEY R/T 
ALL WHEEL DRIVE

17U070

17U077

$23,900 PLUS
GST/PST

17U077

2013 LINCOLN MKZ
ALL WHEEL DRIVE

WIN THE DRIVE 
TO WORK
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GVC graduates its 50th class
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Garden Valley Collegiate sent 172 
graduates out into the world at the 
school’s 50th graduation ceremony 
June 28.

Guest speaker Terry Friesen kicked 
off his address with, in his own words, 
“every graduation cliché in the book.”

“Graduates, today is the fi rst day of 
the rest of your lives. You are stand-
ing in the doorway at the threshold of 
tomorrow. You are the future. Today is 
not the end of your education, no, but 
the beginning,” he began, continuing 
in that vein before ending with: “And 
like the good little Zodiacs you are, 
reach for the stars.”

Once the laughter subsided, Friesen 
more seriously refl ected on how far 

the grads had come in their years at 
GVC.

“When asked to speak at gradua-
tion, it caused me to think about the 
long journey that you as graduates 
have been on,” he said. “That’s a lot of 
class time. A lot of assignments, proj-
ects, and tests. And it’s a lot of lessons 
learned inside and outside the class-
room.

“It also made me think about the un-
believable amount of people who have 
been a part of that journey along the 
way,” Friesen said. “It’s large enough 
to fi ll this room for each one of you. 
And each has had their own impact 
on your lives, taught you things that 
have shaped who you are.”

 PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT
GVC principal Scott Jantzen turned the tassel for 172 grads June 28.Continued on page 3

Graduating Classes of 2017
CONGRATULATIONS to the
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Hats off to the 
Class of 2017!

420 Airport Drive, Winkler 
325-9114

Winkler Plumbing
& Heating (2008) Ltd.

winklerplumbing.
Winkler,

24 Hour Emergency Service On:
Water Heaters | Furnaces 

 Boilers | Water Leaks | And More!

Congratulations on 
your graduation 
and best wishes 

for your next 
adventure!

OUR HATS OFF
TO THE GRADS OF

2017!

• Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 •

• Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 •

Niko Ackermann Alliana Alegro Jasmine Berg Mackenzie Berg Jaime Bergen Viktoria Block Elmanu Botha Joelle Braun Ryan Bueckert

Wout Cobben Timothy de Bekker Kierra Derksen Reese Derksen     Madeleine Doerksen Jessica Dueck Laura Dueck    Anna Martens Dyck Iliana Dyck

James Dyck Johann Dyck Kevin Dyck Nicole Dyck Franklin Enns Judith Enns Amanda Fehr Nicole Fehr Susanna Fehr

Lena Fleimann Alina Fot Nicole Francia Brittany Friesen Emily Friesen Isaiah Friesen Jennifer Friesen Lisa Friesen Mackenzie Friesen

Graduating Class of 2017Garden Valley Collegiate
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399 Manitoba Rd. 
204-325-5729

Serving the Community for over 25 Years

Congratulations, 
graduates!

Years of hard 
work have led 
you to this moment, 
and we could 
not be more 
proud of your 
accomplishment. 
As you celebrate 
this important 
milestone in your 
life, we extend
our warm 
congratulations 
and wish you the 
best of luck in your 
future endeavors.

Electric Ltd.
FARM INDUSTRIAL  COMMERCIAL  RESIDENTIAL

SINCE 1948

325.9571

CONGRATS!

We salute all of the hardworking 
graduates receiving their 

diplomas today. Way to go! 
We wish you all the best.

5-820 Triple E Blvd., Winkler 
204.325.8666

204.822.5630 ext. 2
e: jhoeppner@jarethoeppnerlaw.com

Happy
Graduation!

We wish you much 
happiness, and great 
success in all of your 

future endeavors. 
Congratulations on this 
milestone achievement. 

Your hard work and 
dedication make us proud!

 jsmithca@mts.net     www.jimsmithaccounting.ca

Seth Friesen Yolanda Friesen Aganetha Friessen Bradley Froese Kristin Froese Matthew Froese Vanessa Froese Willow Froese Jason Funk

Lukas Gabriel Caelan Giesbrecht Gina Giesbrecht Erich Graefenstein Anna Guenther Jennifer Halloran Ricky Harder Ruth Harder David Harms

If he had to sum up his advice for 
the grads as they embark on this next 
stage of life, Friesen said it would be 
this: purpose.

“Education is more than memoriz-
ing the names and dates of signifi cant 
events in our Canadian history. It’s 
about problem solving, understand-
ing the world we live in, and having 
the skills to help improve it.

“We want you to fi nd your purpose,” 
he said on behalf of the school’s staff. 
“To take what you have learned and 
apply it to your lives in a meaningful 
and purposeful way.

“We’re proud of you. We support 
you. And we can’t wait to hear up-
dates on how you are living out your 
purpose and infl uencing the world 
around you.”

Brooklyn Stein began her valedic-
tory address by reminding her class-
mates of the many people on whose 
shoulders they stood to make it 

through 12 years of education.
“Today is such a special day ... not 

only for us students, but a day for 
all of us here,” she said, gesturing to 
the packed-full church before her. 
“Thanks to everyone in this room, we 
stand here ready to receive our diplo-
mas we have worked so hard to earn.”

Stein said her classmates embody 
the spirit of true Zodiacs.

“We’re all ambitious, honest, and 
proud, amongst so many other great 
qualities,” she said. “Looking ahead, 
it’s obvious that this class will go on 
to do so many great things, and as this 
chapter closes we can be confi dent 
that the Zodiacs spirit will remain 
within us forever.

“The next chapter of our lives is one 
where we choose what our lives will 
become. The possibilities are end-
less,” Stein said. 

Continued on page 5

 PHOTOS BY RICK HIEBERT
Teacher Terry Friesen was the guest speaker at the GVC graduation 
ceremonies. Brooklyn Stein delivered the valedictory address.

Graduating Class of 2017Garden Valley Collegiate
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Neta Harms Angela Heinrichs Katelyn Heppner Caitlyn Hiebert Mitchell Hiebert Andrew Hildebrand  Dominick Hildebrand Christine Hintay Taylor Hlady

Daniel Just Mackenzie Kasdorf Madison Kehler Kevin Kiptschuk Frank Klassen Hadassah Klassen Kevin Klassen   Maria Wiebe Klassen Mykayla Klassen

Stephanie Klassen Celine Kraemer Steffen Kroeker Braileen Lambkin Jasmin Lik Ivy Loewen Kara Loewen Renee Loewen Vanessa Lust

Sam Marvin Pakingan Jonas Pazer Brittni Penner Calissa Penner Jesse Penner Justin Penner Keren Penner Molly Penner Tyrel Penner

Bailey Neufeld Connie Neufeld Jacob Neufeld Linaya Neufeld Michelle Neufeld Victoria Neufeld Migabo Ntangano Eliana Olfert Bettina Ott

Veronika Penner Jakob Peters Kirsten Peters Sherry Peters Taylor Peters Frank Philippsen Aaron Reimer Bob Reimer Mariana Reimer

Angelika Martens Orelivan Martens Peter Martens Thomas Marx Rahel Mathis  Robert Matuszewski Elliot Michnik Summer Moose Thomas Morasch

• Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 •

Graduating Class of 2017Garden Valley Collegiate
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to the Grads of 2017!
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www.eliaswoodwork.com
325-9962

Hats Off
to the 
Graduates
of 2017

Amanda Rempel Judy Rempel Lena Rudi Alex Russell  Karenina Mia Sabado Sophie Sawadski Harry Schellenberg Jessica Siemens Brooklyn Stein

Jayden Stevenson Nicole Suderman Agatha Teichroeb David Thiessen Juan Thiessen Mckayla Thiessen Emily Unger Jordan Unger Nathan Unger

Unit 1, 507 Main Street WINKLER 
204-331-6300   www.clarityvision.ca

CLASS 
OF

2017

CONGRATULATIONS
WE’RE PROUD OF YOU, GRADUATES. 

KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK!

TOP
OF THE 
CLASS

Congratulations 
To All The 2017 Grads!

385 MAIN ST.
325-4312

www.cwwiebemedical.ca
extendinsurance.ca

309 Main Street Winkler, MB  (204) 325-7386

Congratulations on 
your graduation! 

750 Triple E Blvd., Winkler, MB 
325-8335

Garden
Valley Collegiate 
and Northlands 

Parkway
Collegiate

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2017

YOUR WORK & 
WESTERN WEARHOUSE

Congratulation 2017 Graduates!

Shoe Repair

Motorcycle 
Supplies

“We get to make our path, making life whatever we 
want it to be.

“Don’t let high school be the best  years of our lives,” 
she urged. “They were four really, really great years, 
but they shouldn’t be the best ... there’s so much more 
for us to experience and enjoy in the years to come, 
whether it’s university, travelling the world, catching 
up with friends, or starting families of our own.

“Today the next journey of our lives begins. Receiv-
ing our diplomas signifi es not only how far we’ve 
come, but how far that we have left to go.

“Our lives are simply biographies that have not 
been written yet ... my last piece of advice to you is 
to write your own unique story and to make it a good 
one.”

After the presentation of the diplomas a number 
of graduates were honoured with major awards, in-
cluding, to name just a few, Nicole Dyck, who was 
named Grad of the Year; Migabo Ntangano, who re-
ceived the Reach Award; Calissa Penner, who took 
home the Profi ciency Award; and Mackenzie Friesen, 
who earned the Governor General Award.

Nicole Dyck 
received 
both the 
Grad of 
the Year 
Award and 
the Gar-
den Valley 
Teachers’ 
Association 
Education 
Award.

 
PHOTO 

BY RICK 
HIEBERT

Graduating Class of 2017Garden Valley Collegiate
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The GVC safe grad committee would like to send a sincere and heartfelt 
thank you to the following businesses for their generous support of the 2017 
safe grad celebrations! Your contribution and donations allowed us to give 

our grads a safe and fun place to make lasting memories!!
Access Credit Union
Borderview Electric 
City of Winkler
Co-op
Canadian Lumber
Chads Auto Repair Shop
Choice Realty
D.A.L.E.
Derksen Finishing
Extend Insurnace
Friesen Insurance
Fruit ‘N More store
George K Catering
GTP
GVC Tech
Glenburg Homes
Hespler Farms
Hometown Ford
ICON

JDB Engineering
Pfahl’s Drugs
Pfahl’s Holdings
Prairie Oils and Vinegars
Prairie Sky Promotions
Remax
Solutions IT
Southland Honda
Suderman Accounting
Sunvalley Tire

Real Canadian Superstore
Red River Global Ingredients
Triple E
Video Stop
Wiens and Doell
Winkler Casket
Winkler Construction
Winkler Dental
Winkler Golf Course
WBS

GRADUATION 2017

OUR APOLOGIES IF WE MISSED ANYONE!

G.V.C. AWARDS, BURSARIES 
& SCHOLARSHIP FUND 2017

Garden Valley Collegiate students and staff would like to thank the fol-
lowing contributors, who have donated to the G.V.C. Awards, Bursary 
& Scholarship Fund.  Your continuing support of education is much ap-
preciated by all recipients.

Access Credit Union
AL Group
Arnold Brown Memorial
BDO Financial Services Ltd.
Border View Electric Ltd.
BSI Insurance
Cameron Friesen – MLA for 
  Morden-Winkler
Choice Realty
D.A. Loewen Electric
Dr. C.W. Wiebe Medical Centre
Dwight Suderman, CA
Extend Insurance
Focal Point Comprehensive Vision Care
Friesen Insurance Brokers
Garden Valley Teachers’ Association
Grandeur Housing/Berdick Windows
Greenvalley Equipment Inc. 

Haskett Growers (HGL Holdings) 
Hometown Service
Hespler Enterprise
Jim M Smith, Chartered Accountant 
JKW Construction
John J Janzen Memorial Bursary
Kroeker Farms Ltd.
Life Touch
Load Line Mfg.
Lothar Schmidt Memorial
McDonald’s Restaurant
Meridian Manufacturing Group
Minister Candice Bergen – MLA
Parkside Home Building Centre
Pfahl’s Drugs
Pullan Kammerloch Frohlinger
Red River Community College
RM of Stanley

Ronnies Original Jumbo Seeds
Scoular Canada Ltd.
Smitty’s Restaurant
Southland Honda
Subway
Triple E RV/Lode-King Industries
Vern Thiessen Memorial
WBS Construction
Wiens Doell Law Office
Wiens & Franz Law Office
Winkler Dental Clinic
Winkler & District Chamber 
  of Commerce
Winkler & District Ministerial
Winkler Community Foundation 
  (Gordon Wiebe Education Fund)
Winkler Consumers Co-operative Ltd.
Winkler Pharmacy

Michael Unruh Ethan Vallelly Rachel Wall Renaessa Wall Terry Wall Isabel Wallace Mark Warms Adam Wiebe Aganetha Wiebe

Emily Wiebe Kade Wiebe McKayla Wiebe Noemi Wiebe Tabatha Wiebe Susana Wieler Cody Wolfe Reid Wolfe Selina Wolfe

Katharina Zacharias

Anas Al Hendi
Diana Bullert
Marc Denisenko
Henry Dyck
Margaretha Peters Giesbrecht
Jacob Harder
Tomi Huebert
Daniel Janzen
Stephan Klippenstein
Don King Masongsong

Leon Olfert
Matthew Peters
Cameron Pinette
Il’ja Polishuk
David Rogalski
Jonas Scheling
Albina Shcherenkov
Markus Spies
Timo Wiese
Vivien Zilke

GRADUATES WITH PHOTOS NOT AVAILABLE

Graduating Class of 2017Garden Valley Collegiate
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725 Main St., 
Winkler

204.325.6777

We’re proud of 
you, graduates. 

Congratulations and 
best wishes!

Great Job!

204-325-2267R

Congratulations and best wishes 
to the graduating Class of 2017!

BRAVO!

880 Main St.
Winkler

331-1525

Congratulations 

Class of 
2017

564 Mountain Ave., Winkler, MB
Phone: (204) 325-8807

So happy to share 
in the excitement of 
your graduation day, 

and so very proud 
of you, too!

• Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 •

Chett Au Bernardo Banman Giesbrecht Daniel Banman Janzen William Bartsch Amy Bergen Alexander Blatz Heidi Bueckert Taylor Deamel Harley Delorme

Braden Dyck Emily Dyck Griffi n Dyck Jeffrey Dyck Skyler Dyck Tyrone Dyck Raelyn Elias Joshua Enns Laura Enns

Nighthawks fl y high
By Ashleigh Viveiros

In the gym that was the site of so 
many victories and celebrations over 
the past four years, 120 Northlands 
Parkway Collegiate Nighthawks 
stepped up to receive their high 
school diplomas June 27.

It may not always be smooth sailing, 
but principal Tammy MacDonald said 
she has faith that the class of 2017 are 
going to do great things with their 
lives.

“Your success is not guaranteed by 
being a graduate. Indeed, it’s far from 
it,” she said. “We live in a fast-paced 
world where you will only be as good 
as your last job. This changing world 
offers you unparalleled opportunities 
and some very diffi cult challenges.”

With that in mind, MacDonald 
shared some advice for the youth as 
they embark on their futures.

“We believe you can learn anything,” 
she began. “Follow your passion, be-
cause the effort you put forth is better 
placed onto something that you love.

“Believe in yourselves, and please 

don’t be afraid of change,” MacDon-
ald continued. “Finally, you can sur-
vive for fi ve minutes without your cell 
phone. Trust me.”

Valedictorian Caitlyn Haney also 
has no doubt her classmates are go-
ing to leave their mark on the world.

“I know for a fact that all of you in 
this class will do great things,” she 
said. 

They couldn’t have made it without 
the unfailing support of their parents, 
Haney stressed.

“You’re our biggest supporters,” she 
said, adding lightheartedly: “I can’t 
imagine how any one of us would 
have made it through without your 
constant nagging. You’re the most im-
portant people in our lives, and we’ll 
try to remember that when some of 
us are intoxicated with fi rst semester 
freedom next year.

“And teachers, although you were 
never the ones to make our lunch or 
yell at us to clean our rooms ... you 
taught us valuable life lessons,” she 
said, thanking them for all the ex-
tra hours they put in to make sure 

the graduates had an amazing high 
school experience.

NPC teacher Joey Elias had one fi nal 
lesson for the former students in his 
guest speaker address.

“Society will tell you that your ca-
reer is the most important thing in 
your life. To put your job and your-
self fi rst and you will fi nd fulfi lment. 

That’s a lie.
“The workplace is not the place to 

look for fulfi lment. It is up to me to ful-
fi l my job, not the other way around,” 
Elias said, going on to explain that 
even when you have a dream job, as 

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
NPC graduates line up for their diplomas. The Winkler school graduated 
120 Nighthawks on June 27.

Continued on page 8

Graduating Class of 2017Northlands Parkway Collegiate
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Darren Giesbrecht Jessica Giesbrecht Peter Giesbrecht Janessa Ginter Evelina Gorn Mackenzie Hamm Ryan Hamm Steven Hamm Caitlyn Haney

Ethan Friesen Ewald Friesen Kira Friesen Mark Friesen Justin Froese Levi Froese Brian Funk Maria Funk Nancy Funk

Zane Enns Adam Fehr Brett Fehr Donavan Fehr Eric Fehr Jaimie Fehr Riley Fehr Kevin Franz Cornelius Friesen

he considers his to be, true fulfi lment 
can only be found in the relationships 
you have with others. “It is the other 
things in life, the kinds of people you 
surround yourself with and the rela-
tionships you have, that really matter.

“So what will you do after you grad-
uate? That’s not the most important 
decision you’re going to make. And 
it’s not a permanent decision.” Elias 
said. “If you have something you’re 
passionate about, go after it. By all 
means, chase your dreams. Other-
wise, pick something and give it your 
best shot.”

Whatever path they might fi nd 

themselves on in the years ahead, 
Elias urged the graduates to “not 
lose sight of what is most important, 
which is to show love to the people 
around you.”

In addition to their hard-earned di-
plomas, NPC graduates walked away 
with dozens of awards and scholar-
ships. A few of the major award win-
ners included Andrew Lane, who won 
the Nighthawk Award; Dylan Peters, 
GVTA Award; Vivien Renner, Profi -
ciency Award; Caitlyn Haney, Grad of 
the Year; Matthew Hunt, Chown Cen-
tennial Scholarship and the Governor 
General’s Academic Bronze Medal.

 PHOTOS BY 
ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/

VOICE
Above: NPC valedic-
torian Caitlyn Haney 
receives the Grad of 
the Year Award. Right: 
guest speaker Joey 
Elias, a teacher at the 
school, urged the 
grads to seek fulfi ll-
ment in life through 
relationships. Left: 
graduate Aganetha 
Peters receives her 
diploma.

Graduating Class of 2017Northlands Parkway Collegiate
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Rosenfeld, MB  www.waynesauction.com
 204-324-8685 or 204-324-4603

It’s Your Day!
CONGRATULATIONS, 

GRADUATES!
Enjoy yourself, 

and please remember to 
celebrate responsibly.

925 Skyline Dr., Winkler, MB

204-325-8155
skyabody@mymts.net

Congratulations 
CLASS OF 2017!

Authorized Performance Diesel Industries Dealer
Providing parts & service for performance 

options on heavy diesel engines

Be Proud of Yourself
You’ve worked hard to get where you are today, and we 
congratulate you on this well-deserved achievement. Now 
it’s your turn to relax and enjoy your graduation day. We 
hope it’s filled with wonderful moments you’ll always 
remember! We wish you all the best today and always!

Keep on growing! 
Keep adding to the 

goodness and 
beauty in the world. 

Keep developing 
those unique dreams 

and talents that 
make you 

who you are!

300 Airport Dr, Winkler, MB 

(204) 325-5200

CONGRATULATIONS

CLASS 
of 2017

CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL OUR GRADS!

Laura Janz Micah Janzen Driedger Anas Kassem Breann Klassen Ashley Krahn Jens Krecker Andrew Lane Christina McNeil Robert Mitchell

Emily Harder Juan Harms Carlene Hein Jaired Heinrichs Alexander Hiebert Trenton Hiebert Lee-Anne Hubbard Matthew Hunt Mercedes Irvine

Annette Neufeld Destiny Neufeld Justina Neufeld Marcus Neufeld Wesley Neufeld Heidi Nickel Eldon Niessen Bergen Chassidy Nikken Marcus Paetzold

Ryan Paetzold Ruben Penner Penner Abram Penner Bailey Penner Jaden Penner Aganetha Peters Bryan Peters Dylan Peters Joshua Peters

Graduating Class of 2017Northlands Parkway Collegiate
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GRADUATES 
WITH PHOTOS 

NOT AVAILABLE
Hayley Bueckert-Dyck

Lija Kuleschow
Michael Neufeld

Lukas Peters
Andrey Rogov
Jonah Ruttan
Dennis Wall

Elzi Wolf

Kaitlyn Peters McKenzie Peters Jessica Plet     Christopher Redekop Jordon Reimer Carter Rempel Vivien Renner Emil Rode Kristina Safronova

Vera Vom Dorp Samuel Voth Emily Watt Branden Wiebe Calvin Wiebe Cecilia Wiebe Chelsea Wiebe David Wiebe Jackson Wiebe

Kaitlin Sawatzky Laura Schenkel Yanik Sidler Kailey Sikkema Jaden Toews Usenio Tuikuka Caleb Unrau Chantelle Unrau Oliver Unruh

Jordan Wiebe Owen Wiebe Pollyanna Wiebe Xander Wieler

• Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 •

Graduating Class of 2017Northlands Parkway Collegiate
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CERTIFIED IN

23 Jefferson St., Morden, MB

Residential
Commercial

CARPET, UPHOLSTERY, AIR DUCT,
FURNACE CLEANING & AUTO DETAILING

www.bordervalleycleanco.com

Cornie Dyck
204-362-8080

Fax 204-822-9683
Email: cddyck@mts.net

MPI Accredited 
Remediation Centre

Rodent - Fire - Flood

We salute your hard 
work and achievement. 

Congratulations on 
your graduation! 

It’s a Wrap!

15 Thornhill St., Morden
822-5423

Best Wishes,
Graduates!

Congratulations on your well-deserved 
achievement. We know you’ve faced 
challenges along the way, and we 

recognize the hard work and 
dedication you’ve put in to stand 

where you do today in your cap and 
gown. We couldn’t be happier for you, 

and we wish you continued 
success in your future endeavors!

Kristen, Jeremy 
& Parker

CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS OF 2017

Alyssa Alderson Amber Bezte Jordan Blatz Keane Boucher Aaron Brunn Riley Buchko Alina Bullert Matthias Bullert Caleb Cantelon

Shelbi Cook Izan Cuetara Diez Kaneetah Curry Bailey Derksen Jessica Derksen Anya Djuric Emma Doell Erin Doherty Joshua Douglas

Morden class of 2017 
a diverse group
By Lorne Stelmach

Diversity emerged as a common 
theme as Morden gathered to honour 
its class of 2017.

A number of speakers at the cer-
emony June 28 at the Access Event 
Centre honoured the 105 graduates 
of Morden Collegiate for all that they 
bring to the table. 

“Our class is such a diverse group of 
individuals,” said valedictorian Finley 
Wheeler, who had no doubt they “will 
do great things and make a difference 

in this world.”
Wheeler thanked everyone for the 

guidance, help, and encouragement 
that made it possible for the students 
to get to graduation.

“It is hard work, persistence and 
dedication,” he said, noting that this 
milestone is not just the end of one 
part of life but the start of another.

“Graduation is new beginnings,” 
said Wheeler, who also paused to re-
fl ect on his classmates.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Morden grads were all smiles heading into last week’s ceremony.Continued on page 13

Graduating Class of 2017Morden Collegiate
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Wishing you the greatest heights of 
success, graduates! Congratulations 

on your achievement.

The Sky’s the Limit!

CALL US FOR WINDSHEILD REPAIR & REPLACEMENT

360 Stephen St., MORDEN

822-4444

Up, Up & Away!
Wherever the road takes you after 

graduation, we wish you much happiness 
and success. May your education and 

experience lay the foundation for a bright 
future as you continue on your way.

• Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 •

Excellence in Automotive Body Repair

421-9th St. S, Morden
180collision@gmail.com

204-822-1800

We Wish 
You a Happy 
Graduation & 
a Bright Future

Congratulations & best of luck!

130-30 STEPHEN ST. MORDEN

822-4474
13131331300000 3030303030 SSSSSSTETETETETETEPHPHPHPHPHPHENENENENENEN SSSSSSTTTTTT MOMORDRDENEN

Congratulations 
Graduating class of 2017!

Serving Our Community

CONGRATULATIONS
Keep on growing. 
Keep adding to the goodness and beauty in 
the world. Keep developing those unique 
dreams and talents that make 
you who you are!

GLENRON ELECTRIC
Best wishes for your future

205 LaVerandrye Blvd., Morden

Congratulations
2017 Grads!

Conway Dyck Katelyn Dyck Soren Eidse David Elias Cailin Enns Skylar Enns Taylor Ens Natalia Fehr Tyra Fehr

Lexi Flood Keegan Fraser Alexandria Friesen Tyson Giesbrecht Jessica Gionet Gabriel Grenier Kristen Guenter Danaka Hanash MacKenzie Heide

Herman Hendrickx Wiebe Destiny Hildebrand Marcus Hildebrand Zachary Hildebrand Chelsea Hoeppner Nicholas Hoeppner Hunter Holenski Brayden Jonasson Cameron Klassen

Graduating Class of 2017Morden Collegiate
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301 Mountain St. S, 
Morden (204) 822-4467

Congratulations Class of 2017!

Joelle Braun 
GVC 2017!

7-75 Thornhill St, Morden
www.mordenwinklerhomes.ca

RE/MAX 
Home Team
(204) 822-1200   

Congratulations

811 Thornhill St., 

MORDEN
(204) 822-6613

Certified Service Centers

Congratulations Class of 2017! Congratulations 
to all our Graduates. 

You make this 
community proud.

City of

Morden Collegiate Graduation Awards Sponsors
Morden Collegiate graciously acknowledges the contributions 

of the following sponsors in making their Awards Program a success:

Tyler Klassen Owen Klatt Yevheniy Kovtan Cade Kowalski Nikita Kuandykov Claudia Lambrecht Monica Lambrecht Aline Lamirande Samantha Loewen

Jessica MacPherson Alaura Maksymic Abdalla Mardli Rylan McCallum Telsa Meleck Samantha Neudorf Renate Neufeld Rhett Neufeld Mark Neumann

“We grew as individuals,” he said, add-
ing that “our time here has taught us so 
much more than just Shakespeare and 
the periodic table.

“Morden Collegiate has provided us 
with the opportunity to explore a variety 
of activities ... our teachers have taught 
us many valuable life lessons.”

Wherever life now takes his class-
mates, Wheeler reminded them that “it’s 
your call.

“I fi nd myself realizing that no matter 
where we are in life, no matter the situa-
tion, we always have a voice. Remember 
to use yours ... to make your call.”

Guest speaker Brent Menzies offered 
the graduates “some pointers on how to 
get the most out of this thing called life 
after high school.”

Menzies began with the thought that 
there are no guarantees in life and that 
life is not always fair. There are lessons 

that come from both the successes and 
failures, he said.

He then encouraged the graduates to 
never stop learning.

“Life is full of learning lessons ... take 
the opportunity to learn as much as you 
can.”

Menzies’ next advice was that “you are 
no better than anyone else ... remember 

Continued on page 16 Valedictorian Finley 
Wheeler

Graduating Class of 2017Morden Collegiate
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That’s a Wrap!
Congratulations on your 

GRADUATION! 
We know you’ll go far in life, 

and we wish you all the best on 
your graduation day and always.

(204) 
822-5824

Wishing all of today’s graduates a 
bright and successful future.Supports the future of our 

youth!  For Good.  For Ever.  

Congratulations! 4-75 Thornhill St., Morden 

PHONE 822-4448

Congratulations Graduates of 2017
Wishing you all the best for a successful future!

805 Thornhill 
St. Morden
822-1561

Congratulations 

Class of 
2017

• Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 •

• Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 • Class of 2017 •

MORDEN’S 
DOLLAR STORE

...PLUS MORE
473 STEPHEN ST.

204-822-5441

204-822-5403 
515 Stephen St., Morden
mordenchiropractic.com

Congratulations 
Graduates of 2017

780 Thornhill Street Morden
(204) 822-6272

to all Grads 
from the 

Morden 
Motor inn 

CONGRATULATIONS

Spencer Norrie Jordan Parker Austin Penner Jeremy Penner Sara Prokopetz Alexandria Reimer Sofi a Reimer Samantha Rennie Ethan Rob

Joshua Sawatzky Verena Schulz Leonid Sergeyev Filat Sharapov Riley Shore Sidney Sinclair Jasmine Street Ivan Sukhetskiy Tara Sweetnam

Garrett Szeremley Jessica Tannous Shayna Wall Emily Ward Finley Wheeler Mikayla Wiebe Parker Wiebe Tanner A. Wiebe Tanner E. Wiebe

Lauren Wirth Rachel Wood Olivia Zacharias

Kyra Klassen 
Gerges Abdelsayed
Samantha Henderson
Enrico Kebernik
Jessica Merasty
Christian Schulz

Joshua Schulz
Markus Schulz
Vladyslav Shcherbakov
Julia Vincent
Kornelius Zieske
Kelly-Rae Zdan

GRADUATES WITH PHOTOS NOT AVAILABLE

Graduating Class of 2017Morden Collegiate
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Lindsey Bowler Aleasha Coleman Daira Dymond Tony Fijala James Friesen Salomon Hamraev Serena Harder Brian Hiebert Mackenzie Hutchinson

Abby Jago Xander Keen Liam Klassen Courtney Kostal Dillon Labossiere Nelson Lea Matthew Lehman Ryan Martens Dawson Nadin

Cody Nichol Samantha Pope Kaitlyn Reynolds Stephanie Sanders Emma Scharf James Sharpe Brennan Smith Angus Steele Chris Tosh

Elma Voth Robert Voth Kevin Wall

Manitou grads look back
By Lorne Stelmach

Sound advice mixed with laugh-
ter as Manitou celebrated its class of 
2017 at the Nellie McClung Collegiate 
graduation ceremony June 24.

The 30 students heard encouraging 
words from guest speaker Ryan Step-
pler, while valedictorians Abby Jago 
and Liam Klassen paid tribute to each 
of their classmates.

“We know that we were the most 
talked about class in the staff room, 
and that wasn’t for our outstand-
ing manners and model behaviour ... 
trust me,” joked Klassen, who joined 
Jago in refl ecting on memories made 
over their school years together.

“I don’t think any of us knew we 
were making memories, all we knew 
is we were having fun,” said Klassen.

“Sometimes you don’t know the 
value of a moment until it becomes a 
memory ... so cherish the memories 
... and appreciate every moment that 

life gives you going forward,” added 
Jago.

The duo saluted all of their class-
mates, such as Aleasha Coleman, 
who you knew “was in the school be-
cause you could hear her laugh echo 
endlessly through the hallways ... it 
caused us some panic, though, be-
cause with her laugh, you never know 
if she’s being attacked or she just told 
a very funny joke,” said Klassen.

Salomon Hamraev was “the most 
feared in gym class,” said Jago, recall-
ing how when he “came at you with a 
dodgeball, you screamed and ran for 
your life.”

Cody Nichol, meanwhile, “actually 
has the ability to get kicked out of de-
tention,” she said.

Klassen thanked all of their parents 
for “raising us to be the people that 
we are today.” 

Jago thanked “all the teachers for 
putting up with us. Our fi rst year in 
kindergarten, we were a teacher’s 

worst nightmare ... but we hear that 
our teachers are all still sane, so con-
grats.”

For his part, Steppler encouraged 
the grads to realize education is an 
ongoing thing in life.

“Try to always keep the attitude of 
a student ... the world is constantly 
changing, and you’re not done learn-
ing,” he said. “I see too often that peo-
ple work at careers or jobs because 
that’s what they’ve always done or 

that is what they went to school for ... 
so that is what I must do.

“I’m not saying this is easy, but if 
you’re not happy ... life is too short to 
continue to do it.”

He also encouraged the former stu-
dents to be true to themselves.

“You can only really harm yourself 
when you’re trying to be something 
you’re not ... don’t rely on others to 
tell you what and who you are.”

Graduating Class of 2017Nellie McClung Collegiate
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Locally owned & operated - Dedicated to serving our communities

THURSDAY, 

JUNE 29, 2017

VOLUME 8 EDITION 26 oiceVoiceV
Winkler Morden

600 Centennial St., 

Winkler, MB 

204-325-8387

150C Foxfi re Trail Winkler, MB (204)325-4012

Automotive Glass

Chip Repairs

Tinting
Farm Equipment

Auto Accessories

WE ARE PROUD TO BE YOUR LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER!

CONGRATULATIONS

Please remember to visit the 
sponsors who have made this 

special graduation feature possible! 

 CLASS 
OF 2017

everyone around you is just as important 
... you’re all just as important as the person 
sitting next to you and you always will be.”

Menzies went on to emphasize the idea 
of paying it forward each and every day.

“Become involved ... give back to your 
community ... it improves the opportuni-
ties in your community for everybody,” he 
said.

He also stressed the importance of family.
“I can assure you friends will change 

throughout your life ... family will be the 

most important support group you will 
ever have. ... they’ll always be there for you 
in your victories and defeats.”

Finally, Menzies encouraged the gradu-
ates to have a voice, but one that considers 
others.

“Each of you has developed into an in-
dividual ... you’ll continue to grow into 
your own life story,” he said. “Today is your 
day ... make your mark on this world and 
change it for the better.”

MCI grads look to pay it forward
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Mennonite Collegiate Institute’s 
graduating class of 2017 were urged 
to pay it forward as the school held 
its graduation ceremonies in Winkler 
June 25.

Valedictorian Griffi n Kehler pointed 
out that none of the 35 grads on the 
stage that day got there on their own.

“Finishing the truly enormous task 
of fi nishing Gr. 12 is no small feat. A 
feat that cannot and was not complet-
ed without the help and support from 
all those around us,” he said, thank-
ing MCI’s teachers, his fellow gradu-
ates, and the audience fi lled with par-
ents and other family members who 
walked alongside them.

Kehler urged his classmates to fol-
low the lead of those who supported 
them.

“We will remember all the people 
in our lives who have looked out for 

us lo these many 18 years. We will try 
our very best to take on their gener-
osity as a challenge. To be that life-
changer to someone else in our lives,” 
he said. “For if the community here 
at Mennonite Collegiate Institute 
hadn’t reached out to me, I would still 
be that small Gr. 9 who came home 
crying, scared he would never make 
friends at this school which I now call 
my home.

“The last four years have been the 
best of my life,” Kehler said. “Thank 
you.”

In his address to the graduates, 
teacher Dan Tessmann asked them to 
redefi ne their idea of what a hero is.

“Rather than believe that we need to 
be the hero who perseveres, endures, 
conquers, and defeats, maybe … we 
need to take a look at some different 
stories and some different examples 
of heroes,” he said, pointing to the he-
roes of faith depicted in the Bible.

“These heroes did not all face their 
obstacles fl awlessly, with strength 
and courage. Rather, these individu-
als found themselves in imperfect 
situations and they faced them im-
perfectly … they didn’t always fl ip a 
switch from fear to courage. Instead, 
they chose to let go of their own con-
trol and allow God to walk with them 
on the path they were on.”

Find strength in those stories, Tess-
mann urged.

“As you move on from MCI, read 
your Bible so that God can implant a 
story into your life when you need it,” 
he said. “As you leave MCI, go into the 
places that you enter with the full un-
derstanding that God made you, He 
loves you dearly, He will walk beside 
you ... God will give you the strength 
you require, if only you will .... let go.”

Morden-Winkler students receiv-
ing their diplomas from the Gretna 
private school included Preston Berg-

man (Morden), Liam Epp (Winkler), 
Bryn Friesen (Morden), Griffi n Kehler 
(Winkler),  Jocelyn Penner (Morden), 
Gina Peters (Winkler),  Stephanie 
Schulz (Morden), and Emily Wiebe 
(Winkler).

MCI valedictorian Griffi n Kehler 
thanked everyone—teachers, 
friends, family—who stood 
behind the graduates.
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A Morden grad receives 
her hard-won diploma.
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