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Public Notice is hereby given that Enbridge Pipelines Inc. (Enbridge) intends
to conduct the following Pesticide Program from June 1, 2023 - November 15,
2023, to control noxious weeds on Enbridge ROW’s, temporary workspaces, sta-
tions and various facilities along the Enbridge Mainline and Bakken corridors.
The herbicide active ingredients to be used include:
» MCPA Ester o Chlorsulfuron
« Saflufenacil o Fluroxypyr
« Carfentrazone-ethyl « Aminocylcopyrachlor
o Pyraflufen-ethyl « Aminopyralid a e @ @
 Bromoxynil « Difluenzopyr
« Clopyralid o Metsulfuron-methyl - %
* Glyphosate » Picloram SUBMITTED PHOTOS
+ Dicamba * Mecoprop-P BY REINALDO OLIVEIRA
+2,4-D « Adjuvant Last  Wednesday's
«2,4-DB o Surfactant blend downpour gave
» Aminopyralid o Solvent Winkler its very own
« Propyzamide (petroleum hydrocarbons) lake briefly along
« Indaziflam South Railway Ave.
Any person may, within 15 days after the notice is published, send a Reinaldo Oliveira
written submission to the department below, regarding the control szagped " a K fke W
program or register with the department their written objection to the Sm:kisngo th: b::‘f s;
use of pesticide next to their property. the situation (above)
Environmental Approvals Branch and another person
Manitoba Conservation and Climate putting their vehicle's
1007 Century Street water resistance to
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3H 0W4 the test (right). \_

MYMORDEN.CA/SUNCATCHSOUNDS
FACEBOOK.COM/SUNCATCHSOUNDS
INSTAGRAM.COM/SUNCATCHSOUNDS

260 MAIN ST. N. CARMAN 204.745.3400

WESTERN & WORKWEAR
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Regional Connections saw record numbers in '22-23

By Ashleigh Viveiros

It was a record-setting year for Re-
gional Connections Immigrant Ser-
vices.

At the non-profit's annual general
meeting in Winkler last month, exec-
utive director Steve Reynolds shared
they reached a new high for new ar-
rivals, with over 1,600 people moving
to their service area (which stretches
across the Pembina Valley and also in-
cludes an office in Dauphin) and more
than 4,000 clients helped overall.

A good number of those newcomers
came from Ukraine in the wake of the
Russian invasion.

“About 40 per cent of our newcom-
ers last year were Ukrainians arriving
on the emergency travel visa,” Reyn-
olds noted.

As a result, a full 55 per cent (895
people) of new settlement clients at
Regional Connections over the past
year came from Ukraine. Rounding
out the rest of the top ten were new-
comers from India (190 people), Phil-
ippines (185), Nigeria (118), Mexico
(52), Russia (43), Germany (40), Ban-
gladesh (35), Pakistan (33), and Ka-
zakhstan (33).

The increased numbers coupled
with a return to more normal opera-
tions post-pandemic made for a busy
year indeed.

“Lots of our activities were well
above targets from what we had
planned for due to the new arrivals,”
Reynolds said. “But our staff were all
flexible and responsive and just fo-
cused on helping people however we
can.”

The ways they help newcomer
families are varied, the reports from

"LOTS OF OUR ACTIVITIES WERE WELL ABOVE TARGETS FROM
WHAT WE HAD PLANNED FOR ..."

the agency’s various program leads
showed.

Tina Barkman, Settlement Program
director, shared the focus of their
work is to help immigrants settle and
integrate into their new communities
and adapt to life in Canada.

Settlement workers sit down with
all newcomer clients to do a needs
assessment and create a personal-
ized settlement plan for them. They
also host information and orientation
events and provide referrals to local
and government services.

In the past year, settlement work-
ers assisted people from 75 countries
speaking 57 different languages.

Their services were also expanded
to include more in-person availability
in Carman, Morris, and Rosenort as
immigrant numbers increase there.

Meanwhile, the Employment Pro-
gram’s three divisions saw hundreds
of people helped in 2022-2023, shared
coordinator Jessica Lopez.

The program includes Employment
Assistance Services, which helps
newcomers in their job searches;
Professional Bridging, which assists
internationally-educated profession-
als obtain their licenses so they can
find employment in their fields; and
the Gateway to Work Experience for
Newcomers (GWEN) program, which
helps unemployed or underemployed
newcomers learn workplace specific

language and essential skills and gain
entry-level work experience.

“87 per cent of our participants gain
employment after completing the
GWEN program,” Lopez shared, not-
ing they ran four cohorts in this first
year of the program.

Another program wrapping up its
first year in operation is the Reset-
tlement Assistance Program (RAP),
which focuses on government-assist-
ed refugees.

Program leader Russelle Collan-
tes noted they’ve been working the
kinks out of the program—language
is often a big barrier for people who
find themselves fleeing to Canada
from their homelands—but are seeing
great progress.

“Before arriving in Canada, our cli-
ents were full of fear and despair, not
knowing what the future would hold
for them,” he said, explaining staff
work to allay those fears and connect
people with other Regional Connec-
tions programs so they can learn En-
glish, find work, and settle into their
new community.

“As one, we are all helping our cli-
ents to divert their fears and anxieties
to endless opportunities and a new
beginning here in Canada,” Collantes
said. “We are passionately working
to earn their trust, to make them feel
welcome, so at night they can say, ‘We
are finally home.””
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At the Regional Connections AGM
last month, executive director Steve
Reynolds shared some of the successes
of the past year.

The AGM also heard success stories
from the Home Instruction for Par-
ents of Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY)
program, the Settlement Workers in
Schools program, the Language pro-
gram (English classes), and several
others that seek to welcome and aid
newcomers in a myriad of ways.

Financially, Regional Connections
ended the year with a surplus of
$72,629—a far cry from the deficit of
over $15,000 from the year before.

It received nearly $4.7 million in rev-
enue in 2022-2023, mainly from the
federal and provincial governments.
On the other side of the sheet, its ex-
penses came in at just over $4.6 mil-
lion.

News or sports tip2 E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888

SHOP AND
DONATE

NEW ITEMS GOING
OUT DAILY

SuperThrift

S

HOURS OF OPERATION:

Monday - Friday
9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

324 CARGILL ROAD, WINKLER
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"It's been a good partnershlp

Citizens on Patrol
receives operating
grant

By Lorne Stelmach

A community partnership that has
been supporting the Winkler Police
Service for over two decades received
its annual grant last week.

It may be just $4,500, but the support
is not taken for granted as it is what
makes the Citizens on Patrol Program
possible year after year.

“It's been a good partnership, and
we hope that it continues on for a
long time,” said co-ordinator Dustin
Brown.

The operating grant for the program
comes through the Winkler Police
Service and is part of the depart-
ment’s annual funding from the City
of Winkler.

“It covers things like our admin-
istration costs, our fuel vouchers,
meetings that we have and any re-
lated costs,” explained Brown, who
has been involved with COPP for 21
years. “It covers all of the costs that
we have, and it allows us to keep op-
erating the way that we have been, so
it is very much appreciated.

“It's worked really well, and we
appreciate the relationship that we
have with the Winkler Police Service
and appreciate our volunteers who
give their time to go out on patrol,”

.

v
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Winkler Police Chief Ryan Hunt presents Citizens on Patrol Program lead Dustin
Brown with the annual grant of $4,500 to help cover the costs of the program.

he said.

The program is made up of volun-
teers who contribute to the safety and
security of Winkler, basically serving
as an extra set of eyes and ears for po-
lice.

“It absolutely makes sense for us
to support this program,” said Chief
Ryan Hunt. “Our officers can’t be ev-
erywhere. Sometimes they’re tied up
with other calls for service, so we just
really appreciate having that extra set
of eyes driving around the city and
keeping an eye for crime that they can
notify our officers to and they can get

Big Bros looks back on

By Lorne Stelmach

The past year has been one of opti-
mism but with challenges remaining
for Big Brothers Big Sisters of the
Pembina Valley.

The organization was able to move
forward once again with its programs
and fundraising post-pandemic, but
it also continues to see more of a need
than they are able to meet at the mo-
ment.

Speaking after their annual meeting
last Wednesday, president Rebecca
Wiens said their mandate of ensuring
that every child in need of a mentor
in our region has one remains un-
changed.

“Our focus for 2023-24 is to find
matches for children on our waiting
list, run programs, and facilitate in-
school mentoring,” she said. “As an

agency, we must continue to uncover
mentors for youth in need of mentor-
ship.”

Finding volunteer mentors is a top
priority for the agency.

“That is a big challenge because we
currently have 17 kids on our wait-
ing list ... and in comparison to the
mentors that we have, it’s quite a big
number,” Wiens said. “We are always
looking to find new matches and find
more people who are interested. That
is one of our bigger goals. We hate
to not be able to find them support
when they’re waiting on the list, and
some of them age out and some move
away and they don't get the opportu-
nity that we can provide.”

Otherwise, it was a positive year
overall for the organization.

It did see revenue decrease slightly
from 2022 due to a few factors, in-

to that area then if they need to.

“We really appreciate the effort that
Dustin and all of the volunteers put in
to the program ... we wouldn’t want
to do without it.”

Brown noted that they are open to
more people getting involved in the
program.

“We currently have eight volunteers,
but we’re always looking for more,”
he said, encouraging interested indi-
viduals to find the COPP application
on the Winkler Police Service website
or stop by the Winkler Chamber offic-
es in City Hall.

a busy year

cluding not having the charity golf
tournament or being able to offer the
Minds for Mentors program. Howev-
er, the revenue of $104,158 only left
the agency with a deficit of $1,074, as
expenses came in $103,084, allowing
for an accumulated surplus of over
$91,000.

There were several vital grants over
the last year, including $18,900 from
United Way Pembina Valley and
$17,000 from Healthy Child Manito-
ba, as well as major fundraisers such
as the sale of Smile Cookies at Tim
Hortons (which brought in $18,132)
and Bowl for Kids ($14,349).

“We are quickly bouncing back and
trying to find new ways to incorporate
the old events we used to have and
just try to bring them back and spark

Continued on page 15
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SCRL branches launch summer readmg program

By Lorne Stelmach

The five branches of the South Central Re-
gional Library expect to be getting busier as the
annual summer reading program begins this
week.

For Morden branch administrator Gail Hildeb-
rand, the prospect of more noise and activity
than normal is more than welcome, though.

“We love how busy the summer is here. It’s
loud in here, so it’s not a studying place. We en-
joy it though. We enjoy having the kids come
in and enjoy themselves,” Hildebrand said last
week in advance of registration opening Tues-
day for the program.

She anticipates the level of involvement will
pick up even more this year now that we are
further along post-pandemic.

“Last year we were not quite back to normal,
but it's getting there,” she suggested.

“Actually, the more we bring it back to ba-
sics, the more people are responding and com-
ing back. We did it virtual for two and a half
years because that was what we had to do,” she
added. “They want to come in now; they want
to be with other kids. They want to do stuff ...
the kids seem more excited about it this year ...
they’re super pumped.”

The theme for the 2023 program is Bookland
Explorers in Space, so every branch has deco-
rated accordingly.

“If you go to Winkler, you'll see the galaxy
done to scale ... they have lots of room for it,"

Hildebrand noted. “[In Morden ] we have lots
of stars and we have the planets ...

the Grade 6

NEW WINDOWS, NEW DOORS,
AND SO MUCH MORE!

Get a $100 rebate

on eligible ENERGY STAR®
certified windows & doors.

M EFFICIENCY

Visit efficiencyMB.

Natural gas efficiency programs are funded
in part by the Low Carbon Economy Fund.

Improve efficiency
Increase comfort
Enhance curb appeal

Cana

students from Ecole Morden Middle School,
their art club, did the planets that you'll see
hanging in our space.”

Hildebrand said they are overall keeping it
pretty straightforward this year.

“It’s a really simple program. For every hour
that kids read they will get a weekly book
draw ticket, and they get 10 space credits,” she
explained. “With those space credits they can
either buy things from our store—things like
finger skateboards or goo or fruit snacks—or
they can buy grand prize tickets and try to win
the big prizes at the end of the summer.

“We’ll also all have lots of activities. Every
week we'll have a story time, we'll have a craft,
and we’ll have an activity ... well have some
really great stuff happening over the summer.”

The program plays a vital role in terms of get-
ting more people into the libraries and espe-
cially to keep kids reading.

“It gives us a chance to show kids ... perhaps
the parents haven’t been here ... a lot of new-
comers do make this one of their first stops, but
there are kids who that have never been in the
library and are new to the area,” Hildebrand
said.

“It gets them excited and gets the parents in,
and sometimes we get a whole family of read-
ers out of it,” she said. “And a lot of times peo-
ple don’t realize the resources we have here.
It’s not just books, it's puzzles, movies, audio

books, games. It’s all sorts of different things in
the library.

“It's good for the kids to
keep them busy and keep

ca/windowsanddoors
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i

Manitoba O Shoe Repair

Crasher

KEEN CSA RENO MID KBF WP,

\

\_ /)
PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
The Morden Library's Gail Hildebrand with the spaceship

entrance they've built for the summer reading program.

them reading in the summer," Hildebrand added. “One of
the things I did see working in the school system for many
years is that a lot of kids do lose their reading comprehen-
sion over summer if they struggle, and it’s a good thing to
keep them going through the summer.”

Learn more about summer reading program online at
scrl.mb.libraries.coop or stop by your local branch.

FUN IN THE SUN!!

New

Door :
Arrivals

KIDS WESTERN BOOTS

25%' OFF

HI VISIBILITY,T- SH|RTS
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HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm Saturday 9:30 am to 4:00 pm - 325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire
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From left: Tim MacKinnon from Saskatchewan, Glenda Schwarz from Morden,

Wanda Burchert from B.C., and John Fleck from Alberta were part of a Billy
Graham Rapid Response Team called to Dauphin in the wake of last month's bus

crash tragedy.

AN EXPERIENCE
OF ALIFETIME!

#Scenic Flight Tour

3 PASSENGERS AND THE PILOT
ALL FOR ONELOW COST

Local mobilized to Dauphin with
chaplain rapid response team

By Lorne Stelmach

A Mordenite recently spent a week
in Dauphin to help provide spiritual
and emotional support to shocked
and grieving residents after the hor-
rific June 15 bus crash that killed 16
people.

Glenda Schwarz was there from
June 17-24 as a crisis-trained chaplain
with the Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association’s Rapid Response Team
ministry.

This was her third de-
ployment with the pro-
gram, having also been

in Ottawa in the wake “WE'RE JUST

of flooding in 2017 and

in 2009 to see if I would be willing
to train as a chaplain. They knew I
was taking pastoral ministry cours-
es already,” said Schwarz. “I took
the training in 2009 for the primary
purpose of working as a chaplain at
the Winter Olympics in Vancouver in
2010.”

“I haven’t been on a lot of deploy-
ments, but I've been on a few,” she
noted. “I absolutely go when I can.
You only deploy for a week at a
time, so if I look at the
schedule for the week
and, okay, can I drop
this and this and just
go? Then I definitely
say yes.”

during the 2010 Win- THERE TO SERVE It has felt very mean-

ter Olympics, and the

ingful when she h
65-year-old did not hes- WHEREVER AND B! the onoOrtanity to

had the opportunity to

itate to make the time to HOWEVER WE CAN be part of the response

go and help out.

“This one I knew ... as SERVE."

soon as I heard about

the accident ... I get to

Dauphin at least once or

twice a year. I'm in relationships with
some people there ... so I thought I
have to get to Dauphin. It was kind of
a no-brainer to say yes.”

The opportunity to be part of the
rapid response team initiative arose
after she was previously involved
with Operation Christmas Child
through Samaritan’s Purse, which is
connected to the Billy Graham orga-
nization.

“I was still kind of fresh in the minds
of that team ... so they contacted me

team.

“I really enjoy it ...
it's really awesome
and rewarding work,”
said Schwarz. “We're

all specifically trained to bring, not a
band-aid exactly, but it’s sort of like
emergency spiritual and emotional
first aid.

“It's not counselling, but it's that
ability to sit down and talk to people
and even just listen ... what do you
need right now? What's the primary
thing that’s on your mind right now
and can I help in some way or can I
get you help in some way?

Continued on page 15
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Cultural mosaic

Morden-Winkler marked Canada's 156th birthday
Saturday with parties at the Winkler Parkland and
Morden's Colert Beach that not only celebrated
the Canadian identity but the wonderful cultural
mosaic our nation prides itself on as well. Clockwise
from above: CultureFest brought a diverse group of
performers to the stage in Winkler, featuring dance
and music from around the world; enjoying the
water at Lake Minnewasta; learning all about Peru
at the CultureFest educational booths; a youngster
gets her groove on in Winkler; Seven Pines performs
at the Beach Bash stage in Morden; sand castle
competition at the lake; vintage wheels at the car
show in Winkler; the North Wolf Ojibway Singers and
Dancers in Morden.

/
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Morden Adult Ed. Centre celebrates its grads

By Lorne Stelmach

The Morden Adult Education Cen-
tre celebrated the achievements of its
class of 2023 last week.

It is always a day of immense pride
for centre, said director Todd Folkett,
who commented on being able “to
witness firsthand the determination,
the resilience and the unwavering
commitment that has brought you to
this momentous occasion.”

He offered words of praise for what
the 20 graduates had to overcome to
get to this day.

“We have shattered stereotypes,
proven that adult learning has no
boundaries and no age limits. Each of
you has demonstrated the power of
perseverance, the strength of purpose
and immense capacity for growth.

“Some of you may have set aside
your education to focus on raising
families, building careers, or fulfill-
ing other responsibilities. For others,
it may have been personal or pro-
fessional setbacks that momentarily
derailed your dreams,” Folkett con-
tinued. “Regardless of the circum-
stances, you made a choice ... to create
a brighter future for yourselves and
most importantly your loved ones.

“In the face of challenges, you exhib-
ited immense courage and determi-
nation” he continued. “The journey of
a mature student is not an easy one.
It requires discipline, sacrifice, and an
unyielding belief in oneself ... it is pre-
cisely these qualities that brought you
to this moment of triumph.”

In her valedictory address, Maria
Funk echoed those thoughts.

/
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Morden Adult Education Centre's class of 2023 shattered stereotypes to prove "learning has no boundaries and no age
limits," centre director Todd Folkett said in his address at the June 26 ceremony.

“We have overcome challenges,
worked tirelessly while supporting
each other to get here today,” she
said. “Great friendships have been
built, and the effort and dedication
everyone put in to get here today is
commendable.”

She touched briefly on her own jour-
ney.

“I had wanted to go back to school
for a long time, but I was really ner-
vous. My sister graduated here at
Morden Adult Ed Centre in 2017 and
highly recommended that I give it a
try.

“With day care available, it was
an easy decision to

/

™\ make” she said. “I
then talked to my sis-
ter-in-law about going
back to school, and it
wasn’t long after that
she decided to join
me.”

Funk also offered her
praise for Folkett and
the staff of the centre
for their dedication
and support.

“The  environment
here at MAEC is in-
credibly  welcoming,

Valedictorian Maria
Funk shared that she
had wanted to go back
to school to get her
high school diploma
for some time, and the
adult ed. centre helped
make it a reality.

and it doesn’t take long to settle in
here,” she said. “We can all agree the
teachers were nothing short of incred-
ible and guided each student through
... on behalf of all of our graduating
class, I want to thank the staff here at
MAEC for welcoming, helping each
of us.

“Fellow graduates, congratulations
on a job well done,” Funk concluded.
“The hard work you committed to is
what brought us here to celebrate our
accomplishments.”

Brian Fransen, chairperson of the
board of trustees for Western School
Division, also addressed the gradu-
ates.

“We are glad that we can offer edu-
cational programming in a way that
works for you, and we are proud of

what you have done to get here to-
day,” he said. “Never forget that you
did not stop. You did not give up. You
came back; you persevered and you
won. What's next?”

“What makes your journeys even
more incredible is that we know your
success didn’t follow a typical straight
pathway,” said assistant superinten-
dent Marianne Fenn. “That is what
makes your own individual success
stories so unique.

“As you go forward and continue
on your path of life, we want you to
remember how you were able to em-
brace the unexpected and to embrace
the challenges involved in achieving
this important accomplishment ... we
want you to continue to embrace the
moments ahead.”

WSD fills new student services
administrator position

By Voice staff

Carla Wiebe steps into the new role
of student services administrator in
Morden this fall, Western School Di-
vision announced last month.

Wiebe began her teaching career in
2006, moving into the role of resource
teacher in 2016. She has been working
as both the interim vice-principal and
a resource teacher at Maple Leaf Ele-
mentary School since 2022.

Wiebe will continue in a dual role
moving forward, working half-time
as interim vice-principal and half-

time as student services administra-
tor.

“Carla has been instrumental in
supporting inclusion for all students
in the roles she has held with Western
School Division,” WSD said in a state-
ment. “Through collaboration with
the student services team, students,
their families, and relevant outside
agencies, she strives to support the
planning and coordination of effec-
tive, appropriate and inclusive learn-
ing opportunities for all students in
Western School Division.”



More Art on the
Trail installed at
Lake Minnewasta

By Lorne Stelmach

The newest addition to a public art project at
Lake Minnewasta is very much inspired by the
nature around it.

The piece recently installed by artist Margie
Hildebrand towers at over 10 feet and features
some of the variety of animals that can be found
in the setting.

“It starts with the fish that are in the lake ...
then it goes up to some of the animals who live
on the shore like the frogs and the turtles and
the snakes, and then it goes up to the things
that are up in the trees like the squirrels and the
crow,” Hildebrand explained during a recent
visit to the site on the lake trail.

“This is specifically about the animals that live
in and around the lake,” she said. “I like walk-
ing in nature, and I also like art, of course ... I
thought if people come upon it while they’re
hiking, it might be a point of interest.”

It's the fourth installment of the Pembina
Hills Arts Council's Art on the Trail initiative at
Lake Minnewasta. The aim of the project is to
create and place public art amidst the natural
beauty of the lake while also challenging art-
ists is to create pieces that are sustainable and
land-conscious. Other artists featured include
Jen Martens, David Peters, and Lauren McLean

“I've known about the Art on the Trail pro-
gram for a few years, and I've been thinking
about it for a while,” Hildebrand said. “I think
it's a great idea to put some art on the trail.”

Her work features a number of clay pieces
that have been fired and glazed and put togeth-
er on an under structure of 3/4 inch iron bar
that is four feet into the ground for stability.

“It’s kind of a big job, and it’s a little bit of a
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Margie Hildebrand with her tower of clay
animals recently installed along the trail at Lake
Minnewasta.

labour of love,” she said. “My son Mark came
and helped me ... he helped dig the hole, and
it was not easy. The soil was dry and gravely.
It took us a couple sessions of putting water
down the hole to make it soft enough to dig the
hole.

“It’s got silicon sealant between the units to
hold them more firmly in place ... so I think
it’s going to be able to withstand the elements,”
she said. “And I never saw it completed until
here ... it worked out almost perfectly.”

One thing Hildebrand likes about the initia-
tive is how encountering the art can be unex-
pected.

“That’s a neat part of it, that it's a bit of a
surprise for people,” she said. “That’s what's
interesting about public art in general, that ev-
erybody can see it and they don’t need to go
into a place ... it may not be high in their points
of interest.”

4 N
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“They have to come a little further to see this one,” Hil-
debrand added, noting it is located a bit further along the
trail. “Ihope people get an appreciation for the animals that
live around the lake. Our lake is a special place that is dear
to many people in Morden, and the trail is dear to many
people as well ... maybe they will pause for a moment.”

In an earlier interview, programs and outreach co-ordina-
tor Tye Dandridge-Evancio said he appreciates how all of
the pieces thus far have been unique, and he sees it as a
reflection of the artist community here.

“We have a selection of artists in the area who are all very
different and unique, and that is something that is coming
out of this that we are really excited to show just how di-
verse the arts community really is here in Morden.”

Repair work well underway on Highway 75

By Voice staff

If you're taking Hwy. 75 into Winni-
peg this summer, be prepared to en-
counter road crews at work.

Construction on highway improve-
ments began in May and is expected
to continue to the end of the year.

“As Manitoba’s main north-south
trade route, PTH 75 is critical to the
safe, efficient transportation of goods,
products and services to internation-
al markets,” Transportation and In-
frastructure Minister Doyle Piwniuk
said. “These projects will ensure this

major economic corridor is in peak
condition to continue supporting
economic growth and opportunity in
Manitoba.”

The minister noted the existing pave-
ment on PTH 75 between PTH 23 and
Provincial Road 305 was constructed
more than 30 years ago. Despite on-
going maintenance, it has deteriorat-
ed to the point that full reconstruction
is required.

Last August, the Manitoba govern-
ment announced an investment of
more than $61 million to restore the
segment of PTH 75 from Morris to

Ste. Agathe as part of its $1.5 billion
three-year commitment to improving
Manitoba’s highway network.

Concrete reconstruction work on the
24 5-kilometre section of the highway
began May 15 and is scheduled to be
completed by fall.

Piwniuk noted two other projects
on PTH 75 are currently underway or
in planning:

e Concrete rehabilitation for joint re-
pairs on the southbound lanes of PTH
75 from PR 201 to PTH 23 is ongoing.
Work on the 25-km section is antici-
pated to be completed by fall 2025.

* Design of a $9-million project to
reconstruct the southbound lanes
of PTH 75 at the Pembina-Emerson
Point of Entry is in the early design
phase. The project, cost-shared with
the federal government, and will in-
clude a new dedicated truck lane west
of the current highway’s alignment.

More information about these up-
grades, including updates, is avail-
able at www.gov.mb.ca/mit/mip-
map/map.html.

Check out the Voice online at www.winklermordenvoice.ca or altonavoice.ca
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The Morden Mud Hens beat the visiting Winkler Whips 4-3 last week Tuesday.

Mud Hens beat Whips, Blsons down Cardmals

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Morden Mud Hens came out
ahead of the visiting Winkler Whips
last week in Border Baseball League
action.

It's the third time the two rivals have
come up against each other this sea-

son. The first game ended in a 6-6 tie
and then Winkler took the second one
7-2.

On June 27, Morden got its revenge
with a 4-3 win.

Meanwhile, that same night saw the
Altona Bisons travel to Carman to
beat the Cardinals 6-5.

Morden is at the top of the East Di-
visions standings with a 6-2-1 record.
Altona is in second place at 5-2 fol-
lowed by Winkler at 5-2-2 and Car-
man at 2-7-1.

In the West Division, Cartwright
leads the way followed by Pilot
Mound, Baldur, and Clearwater.

This week Altona hosts Morden
Tuesday night while Winkler is in
Carman. Results were not available at
press time.

The Whips also play on the road in
Cartwright Friday night while the
Bisons play in Baldur and the Mud
Hens host the Cardinals.

Altona Bisons beat Pembina Valley Orioles 9-7

By Lorne Stelmach

The Pembina Valley Orioles and Al-
tona Bisons faced each other for the fi-
nal time this season Monday evening
as the MJBL regular season comes to
a close.

It was the only game of the week for
both teams as they both looked to try
to head into the playoffs on a winning
note, but they were two teams head-
ing in different directions.

The 9-7 win was the third straight
victory for the Bisons while the Ori-
oles saw their losing streak extended
to eight games.

Altona remained in seventh place

but improved to 9-13 while Pembina
Valley remained in eighth and last
place at 6-15.

The Orioles had their game last
Wednesday against the St. Boniface
Legionaires rained out.

The regular season concludes this

week for Pembina Valley starting with
a home game Wednesday against St.
Boniface followed by away games in
Carillon and St. Boniface Friday and
Sunday.

Altona was to take on Elmwood in
Winnipeg Wednesday and then close

out the season by hosting Interlake
Friday.

If the standings heading into this
week remain unchanged, Pembina
Valley will take on first-place Elm-
wood while Altona faces second-place
St. James in the playoff openers.

Storm 1 post a loss, Storm 2 a win

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Storm 1 soccer team closed out
June with a 3-1 loss to the World Soc-

Get in touch
with us at
204-325-6888

cer Academy.

Cornelius Siemens got Winkler on
the board in what is the Storm’s fifth
loss so far this summer.

Their record is 1-5, which has them
right now in seventh place in the 10-
team Manitoba Major Soccer league
Premier Division. The bottom two
teams will drop down to 1st Division
next season.

Winkler Storm 2 are having better
luck in the league’s 3rd Division, with

a 3-2 record that has them in fourth
place.

Last Thursday they beat the Bandits
FC 3-1. Mosi William, Pah Dah, and
Mohammed Shahab scored for Win-
kler.

This week Storm 1 take on Hellas SC
on the road Wednesday and then host
Luso Canadian Sunday at 7 p.m.

Storm 2 also plays at home Sunday,
hosting the Richmond Kings at 5 p.m.
at the 15th St. soccer pitch.
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! |Angels on the field | \
By Voice staff

Altona Angels Softball invited the community down to the ball
diamonds at W.C. Miller Collegiate June 26 for the first annual
Softball Night in Altona.

“Having seen a record number of 110 players registered in 2023,
our club executive felt it was the perfect time to celebrate the hard
work and accomplishments of these young athletes, the families
that support them, and all the volunteer coaches and managers \_ )
that make it happen,” said Angels spokesperson Rachel Wahl.

The evening featured a Skills Showcase for the U7 and U9 Timbits groups followed by exhibition games
featuring teams made up of the U1l Angels players and the U9 Timbits as well as games between the U13
and U15 Angels playing against the U17 and U19 players.

Attendees also enjoyed free hot dogs and watermelon.

\_ SUBMITTED PHOTOS / “Altona Angels wishes to acknowledge the dedication of over 30 volunteer parent and non-parent coach-
es, assistants, and team managers, as well as numerous parents who step in to help as needed,” Wahl
4 said, sending thanks as well to the Town of Altona, Border Land School Division, and event sponsors
Sun Valley Co-op, Altona Farm Service, and GJ Chemical.
4 N
N\ /

gpecial 0 athle

By Lorne Stelmach

A Morden athlete not only had the experience of a
lifetime but also came home with a medal to show
for her efforts.

Colleen Voth was part of the Team Canada contin-
gent at the 2023 Special Olympics World Games in
Berlin, Germany June 17-25.

It brought together 7,000 athletes from about 170
countries, including 138 Canadian athletes com-
peting in athletics, basketball, bocce, bowling, golf,
power lifting, rhythmic gymnastics, soccer,and
swimming.

Voth was part of the bowling team and earned a
silver medal in her division after earlier having had
sixth and seventh place finishes.

“I was surprised that I came home with a silver. I
did not expect that,” said Voth. “One of my coaches
said you better do better, and I did.”

Voth is originally from Altona but moved about a
year ago to Morden, where she works at the Hope
Thrift Store.

She’s part of the Valley Rollers Special Olympics
Manitoba 10-pin bowling club that practices week-
ly from October through April at VB’s Entertain-
ment Centre in Winkler.

Bowling is something she has enjoyed doing for
some time now.

“It's just a kind of sport that I've always liked ...
it's good exercise for me,” said Voth, who not only
bowls in Winkler once a week but outside of that
practices under the direction of her coach, Chris
Sumner

She has occasionally competed at tournaments in
Winnipeg, but this was her first major competition

and quite an opportunity for her.

“This was all new to me. It was a very good ex-
perience,” said Voth, who noted she loved taking
the train from Munich to Berlin. “That was a good
experience for me because I had never been on a
trip with a train.”

She also enjoyed having the chance to meet so
many people from all over the world and seeing
some of the cultural differences abroad.

“Things were different because they had bike
stands everywhere and people could use them. I
had never seen that before ... there were lots of bikes
around,” Voth said. “The food was really good, and
the hotel was really good.

“It was different ... but I was ready to come home.
I missed my staff, and I missed my work, so I was
ready to go.”

Sumner noted the two of them had one-on-one
training from the start of May until Voth left for
Games.

“I am so proud of Colleen for coming home with
a silver medal and only a few pins shy of winning
gold in her division,” he said. “As her local coach, it
was really gratifying to see all those hours of prac-
tice and training pay off in Berlin.

“It can’t be overstated the effort she put in over
the last six to seven months leading up to Berlin in
order to perform at such a high level at the highest
level of Special Olympics competition. Her com-
mitment and effort are the big reasons why she had
a successful Games," he added. “My ultimate hope
for Colleen is she will have made memories that
will last her a lifetime and new friends she will be
close to for years to come.”

te wins silver at World Games

4 N
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PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Colleen Voth returned home last week from the
2023 Special Olympics World Games in Germany with
a silver medal in bowling.
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Classifieds

Show Home

Used Hotel Furniture for Sale
For Sale Aurora Plus
(Renovation - Four Points RTM
By Sh Wpg.
y Sheraton Wpg) 1648 SqFt

Entire Guest Room Contents/
Furniture Packages $1000.
Back Bar display $1500, All
woodwork Espresso. Faux

3 bedrooms, ensuite

large kitchen with
quartz countertops

Leather Brown arm chairs oft walls

$40. Chandeliers $60 each. double cathedral

For more info call Tom at ceiling

204-275-0055 or email: abundance of

tmanos@shawcable.com natural light
Pictures available at

See photos on: WWW.

www.facebook.com/

3 o wgiesbrechthomes.ca
fourpointswinnipegsouth

204-346-3231

Garden Park Estates

has one suite available.

1 bdrm with a den, 1085 sq.ft.1 %2
bath. Open spacious floor plan,in
suite laundry hook ups,indoor heated
garage parking available,and more.

Email Cindy at cindyek@mts.net
or call 204-362-7151
for more information.

OAKWEST ESTATES

HAS 1 SUITE AVAILABLE.

Oak West has one suite available.
1240 sq.ft., 2 bath and a walk- in
closet.Open spacious floor plan.
Heated garage available.
Call Cindy at 204-362-7151 or
email: cindy@jacobmanagement.
com for more information.

SCRAP METAL

Buyer for all farmyard
scrap, machinery and
autos. No item too
large! Best prices paid,
cash in hand. Phone Alf
at 204-461-1649.

BUSINESS SERVICES

Private mortgage lend-
er. All real estate types
considered. No credit
checks done. Deal di-
rect with lender and get
quick approval. Toll free
1-866-405-1228  www.
firstandsecondmort
gages.ca

BATTERIES FOR
Senior Pastor

EVERYTHING!
50,000 BATTERIES Wanted
IN STOCK Carman Mennonite
*Auto *Farm *Truck Church is an
*Construction *ATV independent
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts Anabaptist
*Rechargeables *Tools congregation

seeking 0.5FTE
pastoral position with
the possibility

*Computers *Medical
*All phones *Chargers
*Marine *RV & more

Shipping/Delivery avail. of fuII—tim.e.
THE BATTERY MAN CLOCated“'A“B
1390 St. James St. arman, :
Winnipeg For more info contact:
TF 1-877-775-8271 cmcpastoral

searchcommittee
@gmail.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF: ARTHUR MARTENS, late of the
City of Winkler, in Manitoba, Deceased.
ALL claims against the above estate,
duly verified by Statutory Declaration,
must be filed with the
undersigned at their offices, 2500 - 360
Main Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3C
4H6, on or before
the 4th day of August, 2023.
DATED at Winnipeg, Manitoba, this
26th day of June, 2023.
PITBLADO LLP
Attention: Jessica M. Hersey
Solicitors for the Administrator

www.batteryman.ca

JANITORIAL TENDER

Access Credit Union Plum Coulee requires the services of a con-
tractor to provide daily general cleaning duties for the interior

and exterior of the building.

Tender information can be obtained by emailing

Vickie.Addison@accesscu.ca.

Tenders, accompanied by a minimum of two references,
must be received on or before July 19, 2023, before 4:30 pm.

TENDERS MAY BE DELIVERED, MAILED OR EMAILED TO:

Access Credit Union

PTH #14 Unit 2 - 23111 Stanley Business Centre

Winkler, MB R6W 4B4

EMAIL: Vickie.Addison@accesscu.ca

MRACCESS

[ accesscu.ca ]

HELP WANTED

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN
EQUIPMENT IS HIR-
ING: Parts Technicians,
Service Managers,
Agriculture & Heavy
Equipment  Techs

Journeyman, Appren-
tices and Sales roles.
View open roles www.
rockymtn.com/careers .
Possible relocation and
signing bonus offered.

@anny’s

MOVING
AND DISPOSAL

e Local & long distance

® Household packing

o Estate clear out &
clean up

¢ Small Demolition

Small Jobs &
Free Estimates

Seniors Discounts

Professional &
Courteous

204-298-7578

Live Blood
Analysis

Feeling anxious, tired,
hormonal, or in pain?
Let us help you to find out
why you feel that way!
Find the issues, and what
you might be lacking
Get support & ideas of
how to correct it
Affordable and easy!

Call or Text Now!
204-526-5064

Email:
livinglifehealth@xplore.net
Holland, MB

{(/mcna

Response Builder
Advertising

WORKS!

« GET SEEN by over
360,000 Manitoba
Homes!

« Create instant top of
mind awareness

« Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event

« We format it, to
make it look great!

« Starting at $239.00
(includes 35 lines of
space)

« The ads blanket the
province and run in
MCNA's 32 Manitoba
community
newspapers

« Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

www.mcnha.com

Book Your Classified Ad Today -
Call 325-6888 or Email
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY
For sale: successful,
popular print publica-
tion with large, well-es-
tablished western Can-
ada readership. Small
production team re-
quired. Ideal for owner-
operators or integrating
into existing print media
operations. Serious in-
quiries only. Contact:

erin@mbacpa.ca

FLIGHT
ACADEMY
Want to learn how to
fly? Recreational Pilot
Program is the best
way to get started, must
be 16 years of age.
Privileges: fly for fun in
a certified airplane, a
home-built aircraft or
an ultralight; fly by day
only in Canada with
one passenger; can
easily add float rating
to permit. LS Airways
Flight Academy 204-

651-1402.

WANTED

Firearms wanted. Look-
ing for all unwanted
firearms. Fully licensed
for both non-restricted
and restricted. Any-
where from individual
items to estates. Cash
buyer, paying top dol-
lar. Please call or text
Adam at 204-795-2850.

NOTICES

URGENT PRESS
RELEASES - Have a
newsworthy item to an-
nounce? An exciting
change in operations?
Announcing a scholar-
ship? Though we can-
not guarantee publi-
cation, MCNA will get
the information into the
right hands for ONLY
$35 + GST/HST. Call
MCNA 204-947- 1691
for more information.
See  www.mcna.com
under the “Types of Ad-
vertising” tab for more
details.

Please support our advertisers

SHOP LOCAL

McSherry Auctions
12 Patterson Dr,
Stonewall, MB

Online Timed Auctions
@ iCollector.com

Estate & Moving
Closes July 12 @ 7:00PM

Estate & Moving
Closes July 19 @ 7:00PM

Booking Auctions At Your
Place or Ours!

McSherryAuction.com
204-467-1858
Consignors Welcome!

ReVolution
Trailers

RVs Reimagined

» Renovated RV Sales
+ Custom Renovations
+ Service and Repair

Manitoba’s
Premier
RV Renovator

1480 Springfield Rd
Winnipeg, MB
www.revolutiontrailers.ca

Call now:

204-955-7377

PUBLIC NOTICE

7

The public is invited to attend

N\

é BOUNDARY TRAILS )
HEALTH CENTRE FOUNDATION
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Monday, July 10, 2023
7:00 p.m.

In the Multi-Purpose Rooms
At the Boundary Trails Health Centre
Financial Year-End Statements
will be available at the meeting
\_ and in the Foundation office. Y,

For more information, please call or email
204-331-8808 ext2 or
info@bthcfoundation.com
Refreshments to follow

NOTICES

SUMMER  HIRING?
SOMETHING FOR
SALE? HAVING AN
EVENT? Book your
Blanket Classified Ads
NOW in the 32 Weekly
Manitoba  Community
Newspapers to have
your messaging seen
all over the province!
Call 204-467-5836 or
call MCNA at 204-947-
1691 for more details
or to book ads. MCNA
- Manitoba Community
Newspapers Associa-
tion. www.mcna.com

HEALTH

Are you suffering from
joint or arthritic pain?
If so, you owe it to
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules.
Hundreds have found
relief.  Benefits  hu-
mans and pets. EVA is
composed of proteins,
amino acids, minerals,
lipids and water. Key
compounds that work
to stimulate red blood
cell production & carti-
lage cell regeneration
& development. Stone-
wood Elk Ranch Ltd.,
204-467-8884 or e-mail
stonewoodelkranch@
mymts.net

Camp
Wannakumbac
75th Anniversary
Family Camp
August 4-7, 2023

Everyone invited especially
current & alumni campers,
counsellors,  staff, families
& supporters for all or part
of weekend. Enjoy decade
reunions, campfires, beef pit
BBQ & dance. Info on fees, de-
tailed program & registration at:
www.campwannakumbac.com
or Ph: 204 848-2380
Email:
info@wannakumbac.com

Registration Deadline
July 21,2023

WANTED
Buying large
amounts of
coins & coin
collections!

0Old coins, old money,
collectors coins, rare
coins, coin collections,
pre1969 10¢,25¢, 50¢,
$1., Olympic coins, coin
sets, Royal Canadian Mint
Coins, Franklin Mints Sets,
buying Entire Collections
& Estates. USA, Canada &
world collections wanted.
Also purchasing bullion,
jewelry, scrap, nuggets,
sterling, gold, silver,
platinum.

Todd
250-864-3521
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Book Your Classified Ad Today - Call 467-5836

or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

PUBLIC NOTICE

LIQUOR LICENCE APPLICATION
PUBLIC NOTICE

LANDMARK CINEMA CANADA G.P. LTD. AS GENERAL PARTNER ON BEHALF
OF LANDMARK CINEMAS CANADA LP
operatingas ~ LANDMARK CINEMAS WINKLER
at UNIT R39 — 777 NORQUAY DRIVE WINKLER MANITOBA
has applied for ENTERTAINMENT FACILITY LIQUOR SERVICE LICENCE
to serve liquor
from: MONDAY TO SUNDAY
9:00 A.M. to 2:00 A.M.
1:00 P.M. to 2:00 A.M. REMEMBRANCE DAY

Citizen and community input is an important part of the application process. Please
contact the Liquor, Gaming and Cannabis Authority of Manitoba at 204-927-5300,
if you have questions about this application. Please contact your municipality if you
have questions about zoning bylaws and requirements. If you want to make a formal
objection to this application, please send us your objection in writing by 4:30 p.m.

14 DAYS FOLLOWING THE PUBLICAITON OF THIS ADVERTISEMENT
You can email, mail or fax your objection. Please include your contact information.
Email: objection@LGCAmb.ca
Mail: LGCA Objections, 1055 Milt Stegall Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3G 026
Fax: 204-927-5385

« We respond to all formal objections and will work to resolve objections issuing
a licence.

* A copy of the objection, including the name of the person who submits the
objection, will be provided to the licence applicant.

e Fach person who submits an objection will be advised in writing of the
outcome to the licence application.

[ CAREERS ]
CNC Machinist

o Minimum 1 year experience OR Red Seal certified.

o Able to read and understand drawings.

 Team player with effective interpersonal and organizational
skills, time management capability, reliable, organized and
flexible.

General Labourer
o Assist in day to day activities in a production machine and
assembly shop.
« Good understanding and knowledge of modern machinery
& welding is an asset but willing to train the right candidate.
o Must be able to lift 50 Ibs., perform repetitive tasks and work
outdoors as required.
Walinga offers competitive wages, a full benefits package,
pension, bonus/profit sharing programs and a great work
environment.
Pay based on skill set, experience and/or shift work.
Walinga offers hourly premiums for Red Seal Certification and
Apprenticeship enrollment.
If you are looking for a rewarding career in these areas and
wish to share a resume, please contact Ray Beukema at
204-745-2951 ext 440 or ray.beukema@walinga.com

(204) 745-2951
walinga.com

Book Your Classified Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or

Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

AUCTION

ESTATE AUCTION FOR THE LATE

WILLIE WIEBE, NORTH EAST OF
PLUM COULEE - ACREAGE AUCTION

COMPACT MASSEY YARD TRACTOR, IH 966
WITH LOADER, CAB AND 3 PTH, 2010 FORD
F-150 4X4 TRUCK LOW MILAGE, SHOP AND

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS. SEE OUR WEBSITE
AFTER JULY 7 FOR PHOTOS AND PARTIAL
LISTING. BILL KLASSEN AUCTIONEERS
204-325-6230, ESTATE ADMINISTER,
LENARD WIEBE 204-362-0851

For more listing www.billklassen.com/nextlot

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

TIMED ONLINE AUCTION, ¥> MILE NORTH OF ST MALO
ON HWY 59, CLOSING JULY 7 AT 6 PM. PAYMENT AND

PICKUP SAT JULY 8, 10 AMTO 2 PM, AT THE ACREAGE.
RENE & EDMEE GOSSELIN 204-612-1359

1992 - 23' AWARD 723 CAMPER, SERIAL
#2ABTTD724PGA030097. TANDEM AXEL, ELECTRIC.
LOCATED AT MORDEN, 2008 KUBOTA B 3200 FWA, WITH
L-504 LOADER, 60 INCH BUCKET, MID MOUNT
MOWER, 54 INCH, JOY STICK, 3 PTH, ROLL BAR,
INDEPENDENT MID AND REAR PTO, ONLY 587 HRS.
TO VIEW, CALL 204-823-1543. MANY VERY GOOD SHOP
ITEMS, YARD AND RECREATION, GUNS ETC. CHECK THE
ONLINE AUCTION FOR GOSSELIN AT WWW.BILLKLASSEN.
NEXTLOT.COM HWY 59, YARD #22097. THIS 1,2 MILE
NORTH OF ST MALO, MB, OWNERS 204-612-1359
CALL FOR VIEWING APPOINTMENT. ST. MALO MB, CA

For more listing www.billklassen.com/nextlot

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

Starting a new business?

Call us - We have everything
you need to promote your business

call 204-467-5836
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MAINTENANCE MECHANIC/MILLWRIGHT

Bunge Altona has an opening for a Maintenance Mechanic/Mill-
wright. Work involves process equipment installation, mainte-
nance and repair, lubrication, steel fabrication and welding.
Preference will be given to those candidates holding a valid pro-
vincial Millwright or Industrial Mechanic ticket. Candidates who do
not hold a valid ticket will be expected to enrol in the apprentice-
ship program to obtain their ticket as soon as possible.

Overtime and on-call duties are required. The successful applicant

will possess excellent written and verbal communication skills,

trouble shooting skills,and be a team player.

The following would be considered an asset for this position:

+ Experience in grain handling, processing, or manufacturing
facility

+ Experience in industrial equipment maintenance and repair

+ Ability to read blueprints and technical documents

+ Pressure or structural welding tickets and related experience

This is a regular full time position providing an excellent wage and

benefits package. Bunge is committed to providing a safe, healthy,

and rewarding workplace for all employees.

A job description for this position can be found online on the
Bunge website: https://jobs.bunge.com/. enter“Altona”in the field
“Search by Location” . Click on “Maintenance Worker” to read the
description. Applications should be made online with an attached
resume.

Bunge Canada is an equal opportunity employer.

FARMLAND TENDER

FARMLAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
R.M. of RHINELAND

When submitting an offer, please note:

1. The highest, or any, offer will not necessarily be accepted.

2. 'The date of closing and possession may be selected by the
purchaser, provided same is after the current crops are removed.
3. The date of adjustments will be January 1, 2024.

4. You must provide a certified check or bank draft in the
amount of $10,000.00 payable to Cole & Mace Law Office. The
cheques accompanying unsuccessful tenders will be returned.
5. You must rely on your own research of the property.

6. Tenders are binding upon acceptance and not subject to any
conditions precedent.

7. Tenders may only be submitted in the form provided by
Cole & Mace Law Office; a form of tender may be requested
from Cole & Mace Law Office in person at the address below, or
by emailing: adam@colemacelaw.com.

8. The Vendor will be responsible for the taxes on the property
up to the date of closing.

9. The Purchaser will be required to pay GST unless the Pur-
chaser is registered for GST and agrees to self-assess.

10. Title to the land will be transferred free and clear of all en-
cumbrances and liens.

When submitting an offer, please note:
Signed and sealed Tenders will be received up to 4:00 p.m. on
July 18, 2023 at:

Cole & Mace Law Office
26 Centre Ave. East, Box 2039, Altona, Manitoba, ROG 0B0
Attn: Adam Mace
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ANNIVERSARY

Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary
to our Mom and Dad:
John and Sally Letkeman
of Winkler (previously from Austin)!
We love you!
-Your children

Theresa Anne Swedick

August 4, 1952 — June 25, 2023

With heavy hearts we announce the unexpected passing of our
sister, Theresa (Terry) Anne Swedick, formerly of Winnipeg, who
died at her home in Morden on June 25, 2023.

She will be deeply missed by her brother Leonard (Lori) Swedick,
sisters Marlene (Manuel) Viveiros and Susan (Rick) Kaatz, and her
aunt and uncle Patsy and Walter Saarela and their families, as
well as step-brothers and sisters Donny, Joyce, Billy, Debbie, and
Sheila and their families.

She was predeceased by her parents and step-father.

Terry was born in St. Boniface, MB on August 4, 1952 to Bernard
and Florence Schweedic. A childhood reaction to medication left
her deaf, and she grew up attending school at the Saskatchewan

School for the Deaf and the Manitoba School for the Deaf.

In her working life, Terry was employed in various capacities for the governments of Manitoba
and Canada. She was also involved with the Winnipeg Community Centre of the Deaf and the
Canadian Association of the Deaf for many years.

An avid movie and TV-lover, in the ‘80s Terry launched a personal letter-writing campaign to
encourage wider closed captioning of television programs and movies. She contacted all the
major video tape distributors, asking them to include closed captions or subtitles on all their
releases. When she received little initial response, she began reaching out to movers and shakers
in the entertainment industry—actors, program hosts, and other celebrities—by the thousands,
urging them to speak to their producers about the importance of closed captioning. It was a cause
she championed for many years, feeling passionately that entertainment should be accessible
to everyone. In 2004, she had a hand in advising the Canadian Association of Broadcasters as
it drafted new standards and protocols for closed captioning for Canadian English language
broadcasters.

Terry’s passion for accessibility extended beyond entertainment. Over the years she lobbied for
many other deaf rights—better and more interpretive services when it came to post-secondary
education, fairer hiring practices and work accommodations, a broader awareness of deaf
culture, and related issues.

Terry’s lack of hearing certainly didn’t stop her from falling hard for a certain King of Rock
'n Roll, whose movies she loved and whose life she was fascinated by. She long dreamed of
one day going to Graceland. In the meantime, she filled her bookshelves with Elvis movies,
biographies, and collectibles. She was also the founder of the Ann-Margret Canadian Fan Club.

In part because of her love of movies and in part because she sought to check that as many as
possible included closed captioning (and if they didn’t, you better believe the distributor would
hear about it), Terry had an expansive collection of VHS tapes and DVDs, which she shared freely
with her family. Her niece recalls that every visit to Aunty Terry’s growing up resulted in a stack of
borrowed tapes coming home with them to enjoy. Terry continued to grow her collection in recent
years, and spent many hours enjoying favourite shows from the ‘70s and '80s and discovering
newer programs to binge as well.

Terry loved to bake and to share her creations with friends and family. We will miss your
Christmas shortbread, Terry, along with your bright smile and infectious laugh. Rest in peace.

Terry requested cremation and no service be held

In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to the charity of your choice in her memory.
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Elizabeth Groening (nee Thiessen)

1924 - 2023

Our mother, Elizabeth Groening, went to be with her Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ on Monday, June 25th at 4:15 a.m. at Salem
Home with her daughter by her bedside.

“I have fought a good fight. | have finished my course. | have the
faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that last
day, and not to me only, but unto all of them. Also, that love his
appearing.” 2 Timothy 4:7 and 8.

Mom was born to Jacob and Helena Thiessen at home at
Chihuahua, Mexico. She was baptized upon confession of her
faith. She married Bernard Groening, following a three-month
whirlwind courtship on October 7, 1945, at her family’s farm at

Plum Coulee. We were so privileged to have had parents who were very concerned about our
spiritual upbringing as well. As small children we were privileged to be taught of the love of
Jesus and our need to make a decision for Christ in order to ensure our future home in eternity.
Dad and Mom prayed for each of their children and grandchildren by name regularly. Mom was a
homemaker in every sense of the word, her cooking and baking were the best. She gave willing/
generously to Dad, we children and anyone who came to visit. We never left to go home without
some baking or canning. She supported Dad in every way. Mom and Dad were foster parents for
many years and maintained contact with many of them over the years. We, the children and our
families were so very, very blessed to have had Mom and Dad as our parents. We were never
wealthy in this world’s standards, but oh the love our parents shared with us. There were hard
times, but we never went without. Their nearly 70-year marriage was an example of how marriage
should be.

Mom is survived by daughter, Esther Little (Larry) of Beausejour, their children, Sherry Meilleur
(Wayne), Cathie Bernd (Carl), Curtis Little, Suzane Little (Graydon); Heavenly Sinclair, Lexie
Sinclair (Vince), Marshall Sinclair, Stephen Sinclair, Gordon Sinclair; son, Gerald of Winnipeg,
his son, Michael (Michelle); son, James (Susie) of Burnaby, BC, their children, Matthew (Kass),
Amanda and Rachel; daughter-in-law, Irene (Don-deceased) Groening of Starbuck, their children,
Kristy Smith, Scott and Lucas (Kayla), 22 great-grandchildren and 14 great-great-grandchildren,
49 foster children including especially Sandra, Beverly, Roberta and Agnes; sisters-in-law,
Margaret Thiessen and Elsie Groening and many nieces and nephews and friends.

“Blessed is the man/woman whose quiver is full of them. They will not be put to shame
when they contend with their enemies in the gate. Psalms 127. (Children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and great-great grandchildren)

She was predeceased by her parents, Jacob and Helena Thiessen, three sons, Andrew Arthur
Groening in 1966, Walter EImer Groening in 1972, Donald David Groening in 2002; granddaughter,
Jenny Groening in 1987; great-great-granddaughter, Mia Mackie in 2013; brothers, Cornelius,
Jacob and Peter, sisters, Helen Hiebert, Mary Wiebe, Margaret Dyck, Anne, Catherine Bergen
and many in-laws. Elizabeth was the last surviving member of her family.

Funeral service was held at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, July 4, 2023 with interment at Clearwater
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Ancla Orphanage in Mexico.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com
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By Voice staff

A trio of local students were hon-
oured by the Manitoba High Schools
Athletic Association last week.

The agency announced their 2022-
2023 High School Athletes of the Year
inthe A, AA, AAA, and AAAA school
size categories, as well as the overall
male and female athletes of the year.

W.C. Miller Collegiate’s Mia
Sawatsky was named the AAA Girls
Athlete of the Year and also the over-
all High School Female Athlete of the
Year.

Sawatsky participated in cross coun-
try, soccer, volleyball, basketball, bad-
minton, and track and field this year.

She was a 2023 Manitoba’s Credit
Unions Scholar Athlete of the Year,
the school’s JV and varsity female
athlete of the year, and maintained an

academic average of 95 per cent.

Her soccer team took home the
gold at the A-AAA Provincial Soc-
cer Championships, where she was
named MVP, while her volleyball
team captured the Zone 4 banner.

Sawatsky finished fourth overall at
the Provincial Cross Country Cham-
pionships. At the Provincial Track &
Field Championships, she finished
first in the 300m, third in the 1500m,
and sixth in the 400m.

Nellie McClung Collegiate’s Kieran
Reid was named both the A Boys Ath-
lete of the Year as well as the overall
High School Male Athlete of the Year.

Reid holds an academic average of
93 per cent and was a 2023 Manitoba’s
Credit Unions Scholar Athlete of the
Year.

He played badminton, was the start-
ing left-side hitter and captain of his
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volleyball team, the skip for his boys
curling team, and played mixed dou-
bles curling where he was a semi-fi-
nalist at the Provincial Mixed Dou-
bles Curling Championships.

Reid was also a starting pitcher, back
catcher, shortstop, and center fielder
on the school’s baseball team, and
competed in long jump, triple jump,
100m sprint, 4 x 100 relay and 100m
hurdles. At the Provincial Track &
Field Championships he finished sec-
ond in the 100m hurdles, sixth in tri-
ple jump and seventh in long jump.

Finally, winning the AA Boys award
was Chad Pouteau of Prairie Moun-
tain High School (Somerset).

Pouteau held an academic average
of 80 per cent while participating in
cross country, volleyball, hockey, bas-
ketball, and track & field.

He placed second in the Zone 6 cross

country championships and helped
the school win the Zone 6 Cross
Country banner.

He was co-captain of the volleyball
team, captain of his hockey team,
nominated for the Lloyd C. Orchard
Most Sportsman Like Player Award
in the Zone IV High School Hockey
League, and selected to play in the
league’s all-star game.

Pouteau was in the starting line up
with his basketball team where he
helped the team win the Killarney
invitational tournament, finish first
in the Zone 6 league, and qualify for
the AA Provincial Basketball Champi-
onships. He was named player of the
game and an all-star at the Provincial
Championships and was selected to
play in Basketball Manitoba’s A-AAA
graduating all-star game.

“We are building a stronger, more vibrant community”

From Pg. 4

interest in the community and contin-
ue our organization,” said Wiens. “It
is a challenge because I believe a lot of
us are still in the pandemic mindset
... we're not used to going out. We're
getting back into it, but it’s still an ad-
justment.

“I do feel very optimistic. Things
have been going very well, and we've
had some successful fundraisers and
community matches and programs
we’ve been able to hold in schools,”

> RESPONSE TEAM, FROM PC. 6

“We don’t come in with an agenda.
The whole premise or the primary
goal of the team is to come and listen,
provide support where we can.

“In a case like Dauphin, 16 people
died in that accident. That’s way more
trauma in a community that size than
all of the pastors and psychologists
and whatever helpers that are there
can deal with ... it's overwhelming,”
Schwarz observed. “It affected ev-
eryone. If they aren’t related in some
way, they’re friends, go to the same
church, worked at the same place
or they’re friends of friends. These
deaths touched everybody.”

She recalled meeting one lady who
clearly had been grieving hard. It
turned out the woman had been relat-
ed to a couple of the victims and was
friends with others.

Simply approaching it with the
thought of how can we help you
and how can we pray for you got the

she said. “It's been going really well,
and we want to continue that growth
and make as much of an impact in the
lives of littles in our community as we
can.”

In her report, executive director
Jenelle Neufeld emphasized they re-
main steadfast in their mission to pro-
vide youth facing adversity with the
transformative experience of having
mentors who believe in them.

“Throughout the past year, we have
felt our mentoring programming has
needed to restart post pandemic,” she

woman, who they learned was con-
nected with a church in Dauphin, en-
gaged, Schwarz said..

“We talked and encouraged her ...
and it seemed she just walked out
of that building then a whole lot
straighter and with hope in her heart.

“Maybe in the shock and the trauma
of the moment, they don’t realize it ...
what are the supports that are in place
already. They’re in too much shock
and trauma to think about it.”

Schwarz is just grateful to have had
the chance to help out.

“We're just there to serve wherever
and however we can serve,” she said.
“It does feel meaningful ... I'm always
just amazed at the doors that open for
the team and the people.

“There was so much grief, but Dau-
phin is a resilient community,” she
added.

said, noting support from business-
es and the communities it serves has
enabled the organization to aim “to
expand our reach and provide even
more young individuals with the life
changing opportunities they deserve.
Together, we are building a stronger,
more vibrant community where ev-
ery young person can realize their full
potential.

“As we look to the future, we re-
main resolute in our commitment to
continuously enhance our mentoring

[ 4

programs and expand our impact,”
Neufeld said.

“Great things can happen when we
can come together and support each
other,” said Wiens, who reflected on
how they might be able to sway more
people to get involved as mentors.

“I would say that the impact on
these kids’ lives is huge, and it can be
so beneficial to their success and their
feeling of community and that they
have support, and it really does mat-
ter in their lives.”
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Winkler @ Morden e Morden Collegiate
o z c e Nellie McClung Collegiate

“Learn new things, be a good
neighbour, see the world”

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The 2023 class of Garden Valley Collegiate Zodiacs were given one
last piece of homework at the school’s graduation ceremony June 27.

Guest speaker and GVC drama teacher Brent Giesbrecht congratulat-
ed the class for making it to graduation, but stressed the accomplish-
ment is not really the finish line.

“Folks, this is the starting line. Working hard and graduating from
GVC is just the price of admission that you’ve paid to pursue all of the
opportunities that are ahead of you,” he said. “So I'm here to give you
today the most important thing I can think of: homework.

“Luckily, this homework is not worth any marks, there is no dead-
line, and this is a group project. You will have to work on this together,
not just with each other and your classmates, but with every person
you ever meet,” Giesbrecht continued. “This is very important home-
work, and you are going to have to work on this for the rest of your
lives. Everyone in front of you in the audience is still working on the
same stuff.”

(GardenWalley(Gollegiate oz

. AN /

PHOTOS BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
Left: Guest speaker Brent Giesbrecht. Right: Valedictorian Jamie Reimer.

Giesbrecht tasked the former students and paying taxes. Your education so far
with making the most of the opportuni- has given you the power to define your
ties ahead of them to become productive, own lives. Knowledge is power,” he said.
contributing members of society.

“This is not just about getting a job

Continued on page 2
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Phyllis Arent Marcel Badhauer Adiel Bakasbekhov Benjamin Baker Kam Barker Young Kaclen Bergen samuel Bergen Agatha Boldt Harms

Julian Bruhn Jared Bueckert Kalden Buhler Lourdes Buhler Anshika Chahar Cheyenne Crane simeon Deblits

Melissa Dick Kim Alyn Dohinog Rayelle Driedger Tristan Driedger Kayla Dueck Karen Dyck Tyrell Dyck
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From Pg. 1

“Power demands responsibility ... the education is the
power, it’s the gift you've been given. The responsibil-

-

~

ity is your homework.

“If the thought of a new situation makes you
nervous, that's where you will learn something
new. It is your responsibility to do things that
make you nervous.

“It is your responsibility to be a good neighbour

.. using your tools and skills to improve your
community,” Giesbrecht stressed. “It means un-
derstanding that your community is not a place,
but it is the people around you. Taking care of
your community means helping those people and
making them feel included.

“It is your responsibility to see as much of the
world as you can ... it is a very big place and you
only get one chance to see it,” he said, noting trav-
elling teaches courage, humility, and empathy—
all things that “will make you a better neighbour.

“Learn new things, be a good neighbour, see the
world,” Giesbrecht summed up his advice for the
class. “Sounds good? Okay;, let’s get to work.”

“bradua

ting Classes of 2023

- vaw/ar e
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Valedictorian Jamie Reimer urged her class-
mates to take chances in life.

“I'd rather regret the things I've done than the
things I didn’t do,” she said, quoting Lucille Ball.

She hopes the class of 2023 live in a way that re-
flects who they truly are.

“What if you looked into a mirror that showed
a true reflection of yourself? All your experiences.
Your strengths and flaws. All your joys and re-
grets. Would you be proud of that person you see
in there?

“We're a class that has been through a lot of hard
stuff where it was difficult to be satisfied with who
we saw in those mirrors,” Reimer said, noting the
pandemic years certainly had an effect on them.
“We were split apart and isolated from each other
for nearly two years. It was undoubtedly a hard
time for us all, and today is a true testament of
our grit, determination, and character. We should

Continued on page 16
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Matthew Fehr Randy Fehr Cheyenne Fielding 20e Fielding Paul Fleimann Blake Friesen

Congratulations
to the Edelweiss, GVC,
& NPC Class of 2023!
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Hudson Friesen Jaselah Friesen Rowan Friesen Tina Friesen Zachery Friesen Brayden Froese Joshua Froese Ramona Froese William Froese

Michael Gabriel Aliyah Giesbrecht Cornie Giesbrecht Jackson Gieshrecht Kaylie Giesbrecht Kobe Giesbrecht Lane Giesbrecht Tanner Giesbrecht Liliana Golovchenko

Michael Guenther Amanda Harder Chioee Harder Jeremy Harder Andy Harms Matthias Harms

Griffon Hart Morgan Haslam Brook Heide Dustin Heinrichs Lucia Hildebrand Brian Hildebrand Penner Garrett Hildebrand Justin Hildebrand Matthew Hildebrand
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Naomi Hildebrand Tatum Hildebrand Caleb Hildebrandt Acacia Hill Gavin Hoeppner Jeffrey Holomay Isabelle Janzen

Sydney Janzen Paulina Kandt Daniel Klassen Hildebrant Adam Kiassen David Klassen Matthew Klassen

Rylan Klassen 2ylah Klassen Emily Klippenstein Sofie Klippenstein Amelie Korb colin Krahn Sophia Kwast Andre Lik
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Congratulations
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future endeavors.
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Avery Montgomery Evelyn Neufeld Gracie Neufeld Nevaya Neufeld Travis Neufeld Melissa Nikel Tabea Nikel Kaylee Nikkel Victoria Nikkel

Angel Reimer Colton Rempel Nathan Rogalsky Joshmarc Sabado Matthew Sawatzky Noah Schaefer Jenelle Schellenberg

Tayla Schmidt Eileen Schulz Andrew Seymour Daniel Shcherenkov David Sterkel David Stuermer Chelsea Thiessen Luke Trinke Dmitrii Troitskii
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Congratulations Grads of 2023 ¢ Cmgaff 20231

May your graduation be the beginning
of a bright future for you — a future
filled with success and happiness!
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Avigeia Tynalieva Carly Unrau Musfika Vabna William Vanden Berg Ivy Walker Alyssa Wall Peter Wiebe Klassen Amy Wiebe

Crispin Wiebe Jeremy Wiebe Madalyn Wiebe Madden Wiebe Matthew Wiebe Lauren Wolfe David Yoffe

Lukas Loewen
Abigail Peters
Abe Rempel
Juleyes Rempel

Sam Freeheart
Heinrich Funk
Rebekka Funk
Martha Loewen Fehr
Britney Krahn
Monica Lozano

Rahel Arbed
PHOTOS Mu!an Boucher
NOT Zeriah Bueckert

AVAILABLE Marvin Dueck
Bennet Eggert

Mia Fedrau
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G.V.C. AWARDS, BURSARIES
& SCHOLARSHIP FUND 2023

Garden Valley Collegiate students and staff would like to
thank the following contributors, who have donated to the
G.V.C. Awards, Bursary & Scholarship Fund. Your continuing
support of education is much appreciated by all recipients.

Arnold Brown Memorial

Border View Electric Ltd.

BSI Insurance

BTHC Winkler Auxiliary

Choice Realty

D.A. Loewen Electric

Doell Law Office

Dr. C.W. Wiebe Medical Centre

EFH (1992) Ltd.

Ens Quality Seeds

Extend Insurance

Focal Point Comprehensive Vision Care

Franz Hoeppner Wiens

Friesen Insurance Brokers

Garden Valley Teachers’ Association

Grandeur Housing/Berdick Windows

Greenvalley Equipment Inc.

Haskett Growers (HGL Holdings)

Hespler Enterprise

Janzen Brothers Music

Jim M Smith, Chartered Accountant

JKW Construction

John ] Janzen Memorial Bursary

Kaitlyn Reimer Scholarship Fund
(Winkler Community Foundation)

Karen Giesbrecht Memorial Fund

Kroeker Farms Ltd.

Lifetouch

Load Line Mfg.

Meridian Mfg.

Parkside Home Building Centre

Pfahl’s Drugs

PKF Lawyers

Red River Community College

Riteway Rentals

RM of Stanley

Samantha Klassen Dental Corporation

Subway

Triple E RV/Lode-King Industries

United Way (Pembina Valley)

WBS Construction

Winkler Auto Dealers (Hometown,
Janzen Pontiac & Southland Honda)

Winkler Chamber of Commerce

Winkler Consumers Coop

Winkler & District Ministerial

Winkler Community Foundation
(Gordon Wiebe Education Fund)
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“You embraced the

challenges head-on”

By Lorne Stelmach

The 123 members of the graduating
class of Northlands Parkway Colle-
giate were praised at their graduation
ceremony June 26 for their persever-
ance.

Speakers lauded them for coming
through the challenges posed by the
pandemic with their spirit and deter-
mination intact.

“We celebrate a truly remarkable
journey, one that has been defined
by unprecedented challenges and tri-
umphs,” said principal Tammy Mc-
Donald, who expressed “immense
pride and admiration for each and

every one of you.

“Through it all, you guys have dem-
onstrated extraordinary resilience
and strength, and those are two words
I use to describe this class. You em-
braced the challenges head-on,” she
said. “Remember the strength that
you discovered within yourselves
during these challenging times.”

“This is one of the many milestones
in your life that has come to frui-
tion. This is the beginning of the rest
of your life. Now what? Think hard
about this,” said guest speaker Frank
James, who is senior custodian at the
school.

He shared a range of memories with

“Braduating Classes

of 2023
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Left: Guest speaker Frank James.

\_ ) Above: Valedictorian Olivia Groening.

the grads—from COVID masks to
long lineups at lunchtime and all of
those three-point shots at the garbage
cans that never went in, leading him
to jokingly comment: “I'm just curi-
ous, guys. Who's going to clean up

after you when you’re gone?”

“We all do our part for the benefit of
the students. Truly, without the stu-
dents, this would be meaningless ...
you are the future,” stressed James.

Continued on page 8
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From Pg. 7

“Be confident in your choices and stick
to them ... stay true to the path you have
chosen ... whatever you choose ... give it
your all.”

He also noted how he has seen so many
changes in the class of 2023 each day and
each year.

“Pride doesn’t even explain the way I
feel,” he concluded.

The valedictory address by Olivia Groe-
ning had her reflecting on how gradua-
tion means saying goodbye to the friends
who have inspired and encouraged and
the teachers who have become their role
models, but she also feels much grati-
tude and addressed each of them.

“I see the familiar faces, the school staff,
who had an essential role in shaping us
into the individuals we are today. They
are the teachers who've adapted to every

scenario and provided us with our edu-
cation.

“The EAs and guidance counsellors,
who’ve supported us with unwavering
dedication on our journey to success ...
the custodians, office staff, and senior
administration who’ve put so much ef-
fort into making NPC the incredible
school it is.

“I see our friends and our family who
have been with us through it all. Your
constant support has been instrumen-
tal in our success. You've been our rock
through every trial, our biggest cheer-
leaders.

“The classmates who've been with each
other through thick and thin, who've
laughed and cried together, grown and
learned together,” said Groening. “We
stand here today as a true testament to

Continued on page 16
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Megan Giesbrecht Courtney Goertzen Isabella Graham olivia Groening Heidi Guenther Julianna Harder Rachel Heide Ryan Heinrichs

Today we celebrate you!

Apply for
ajoh!

Congratulations & Very
Best Wishes From All of Us!
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Shoe Repair

YOUR WORK &
WESTERN WEARHOUSE

Blundstone Boots
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Trenten Heinrichs Bradly Hiebert Jane Hiebert Rebecca Hiebert Fehr Bohden Isaac Ammy Klassen Braydon Klassen

The Garden Valley School
Division Board of Trustees
Congratulates the Class of 2023

Garden Valley
Collegiate and
Northlands
Parkway
Collegiate

Creating an environment where everyone is inspired

to reach their full potential as learners and citizens
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Our All-Star Graduates!

We wish you a happy graduation.
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Liam Sawatzky Stephanie Sawatzky Milena Schimann Joshua Schmitt David Singisingi John Tablan Avery Thigssen Josiah Thiessen Madelyn Thiessen
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NO Photos Available
Thomas Dyck
Hailey Fehr
Nathan Harder

Nikolay Kulikov
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Cody Wiebe
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“We truly left an indelible mark”

By Lorne Stelmach

The valedictorian for the class of
2023 offered his praise for his fellow
Morden Collegiate graduates.

Facing the many challenges posed
by the pandemic, the class not only
endured it all but even excelled, sug-
gested Bijan Salimi as he spoke at the
graduation ceremony June 27.

“Right from the beginning you
showed that you were a class of ex-
traordinary individuals who exem-
plified what it meant to be actively
involved within our school,” said
Salimi, who had served as student
council president. “We truly left an
indelible mark on the school, and
our commitment to involvement will
surely serve as an inspiration for the
classes to come.”

He observed that they had collec-
tively experienced a chapter in his-
tory that no one could have ever pre-
dicted with the global pandemic.

“This taught us many things, in-
cluding that change, although often
met with resistance, is an inevitable
and essential part of life. It is through
change that we grow, learn and trans-
form into the individuals we are
meant to become.

“We have undergone incredible
transformations. We have learned to
adapt, to navigate uncharted territo-
ries and to thrive amidst uncertainty.
Change pushes us out of our comfort
zones, urging us to explore new hori-
zons and broaden our perspectives.”

Salimi said their continuous em-
brace of change is one of the reasons
they were now on stage as graduates.

“You are a unique graduating class
that has gone through historically un-
precedented times. Whether you have
realized it or not, you have embraced
change, endured hardship, and perse-
vered through some of the most chal-
lenging and difficult times in recent
history.

“I wholeheartedly believe we are
better equipped than any other class
to leave a lasting impact in whatever
area we so choose. We are the class
that has demonstrated the strength to
overcome the adversity that came our
way,” he continued.

Salimi offered a final encourage-
ment for them all to never shy away
from embracing change and seeking
new avenues in life.

“Regardless of whatever the future
holds, all I ask is that you embrace
and appreciate whatever life throws

“Braduating Classes
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at you, because you already have
gone through such challenging times,
and succeeded throughout.”

Guest speaker Betty Peters, who
is retiring after 35 years as a home
school liaison worker, encouraged
the graduates to think about all of the
people who have made an impression
on them.

“We make choices based on the in-
fluence and impression people in our
lives have on us and what we have
learned from them and what part of
them have taken to be a part of us,”
she said. “However the many ways
that people influence or inspire you,

choose to use the best of them to make
a better you.

“You can choose to educate your-
self academically and socially ... you
can choose to be courteous ... you can
choose integrity ... you can choose to
listen,” continued Peters. “Take the
best from the people you admire or
have learned from and make them a
part of you. You can choose to do that.

“T ask you to try to create the world
you want to live in ... minister to this
world in a way that can change it. Be
instrumental and be radical in a really
active, practical way.”

Continued on page 16
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Finley Folkett Jayden Forsyth Ethne Gerbrandt Braeden Giesbrecht Joana Giesbrecht Skye Giesbrecht Tyson Giesbrecht Emily Gionet

Brianna Grift Bailey Hildebrand Lindsey Hildebrand Courtney Hoeppner Zoltan Horkay Rory Hunt

Preesha Jhaveri Sarah Kagan Heidi Klatt Amalie Kletke Pasha Korabelnikov Carter Krashel Thomas Kroeker
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www.bluecrescent.ca
158 4 Avenue Southeast, Carman

Blue Crescent 204-542-0732

Congratulations

Class
of 2023!

MORDEN'S DOLLAR STORE
...PLUS MORE

473 STEPHEN ST.
204-822-5441

CONGRATS!

We salute all of the hardworking
graduates receiving their
diplomas today. Way to go!
We wish you all thielsestl

-1 ,. Hope your future

\ | is filled with
wonderful things

because you deserve

the very best.

Advanced Drainage Systems Inc.

204-745-6151
111 Lyle Drive, Carman

Morden Collegiate graciously acknowledges the contributions of the
following sponsors in making their Awards Program a success:

3M Canada Inc.

Boundary Trails Health Auxiliary - Morden Branch
Brian & Denise Thiessen

Budzz Hockey Club in Memory of Todd Krassman
Canadian Parents for French - Morden Branch
Candice Bergen

CandleWick Productions

Careica Health

Decor Cabinets Ltd.

Diane McAndrew Memorial Fund

Doug Cram Memorial Fund

Morden Collegiate Staff

Morden Collegiate Student Council
Morden Collegiate Parent Council
Morden Community Thrift Store

Morden Festival of the Arts

Morden Game & Fish Association # 062
Morden Legion Branch #11 Poppy Fund
Morden Masonic Lodge Nursing
Morden Minor Baseball

Morden Motor Inn

Norman & Anne Bluhm Memorial Fund

Dr. Jessica Lautenschlager Olympic Source for Sports
Dr. L. Nause Pete Wall Carpentry
Dr.T. Bellisario Pharmasave

Drs. T. Genvais, D. Goerz, |. Guedes, T. Hameed, R. Janz, PKF Lawyers
M. Lukowski, A. Raychaudhuri, R. Warkentin & E. Zelcer Royal Bank of Canada

Eagleye Printing & Design Rural Municipality of Stanley
Ed’s Tire Ltd. Shawn Michael Bergman
Giant Tiger South Manitoba Orthodontics

Sun Valley RV
Swaybacks Hockey Club in Memory of
Wayne Bergman

Image Promotions
Issac & Dorothy Kroeker Scholarship
Joe &Annie Olafson Scholarship

John & Isabel Reichert Scholarship The Winkler Morden Voice
Ken Petkau Memorial Scholarship Tyler Sloan

Ken Warkentin Scholarship United Way Pembina Valley
Krahn Friesen Neufeld Chartered Accountants Victoria Rebekah Lodge #15
Krueger Award Western School Division

Western Teachers’ Association
William & Colleen Lyne Scholarships
Winkler Co-op

Winkler Flyers Junior Hockey Club

Lifetouch Canada Inc.

McDonald’s Morden c¢/o Avi Sandhu
Menzies Medical Centre

Mike Mutcheson Memorial Fund

Morden Activity Centre Youth in Philanthropy & Hopeful Aware
Morden Area Foundation Students Taking Action
Morden BPO Elks Lodge
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Darby 0lson Karl Padua Chelsea Penner Brady Peters Jayden Peters Maja Piekarska

Slava Podkorytov Saif Qureshi Natalie Rach Lochlan Rempel Teagan Rempel Adam Rob Ethan Rosten
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ALLISON TOEWS ETHNE GERBRANDT
Child of Art Toews Grandchild of Stan & Connie Pauls
Northlands Parkway Collegiate Morden Collegiate Institute

FARREL SHANE NONAT FRANCO MIGUEL M. ANGELES
Child of Reynante Nonat Child of Joel Angeles

Morden Collegiate Institute Morden Collegiate Institute

JON RICHIE BONAGUA KADEN BERGEN

Child of Jorge Bonagua Jr. Child of Cory Bergen

= Morden Collegiate Institute Garden Valley Collegiate
shticiueiTion
BQ LENRRIE FAYE ONA MADDY FRIESEN
Child of Reynaldo Ona Jr. Child of Lianne Friesen X
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Morden Collegiate Institute Mennonite Collegiate Institute
[Enjoyjfthis|celebration
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Savings to smile about.

Fort Richmond Collegiate MacGregor Collegiate Institute
‘ r_ _m Gl ASS SHANEN DENISE ARCILLA  YSAH DEL MUNDO
Child of Raul & Marita Arcilla Child of Jayson Del Mundo H
& AULUMINUM Morden Collegiate Institute Morden Collegiate Institute 288 North ROIIWOY Street' Morden

1805 Streetl Morden - Store hours: Mon. — Fri. 8 am to 9 pme Sun. 9 am to 6 pm
(204) 822-4765 15 Thornhill St. , Morden == NIKOLAY KULIKOV Swacn TG e oonen

585 1st St Unit G, Winkler @_ o e bt colegite
(204) 325-8815 - REGAR
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Hudson Vandenberahe owen Vanrobaeys Levi Voth Fallon Waddll Jesse Westfall Valeriya Yashnikova Jersey Zacharias

iy 70 CLASS OF 2023!

- CONGRATULATIONS!

Please remember to visit the sponsors who have made
this special graduation feature possible!
WE ARE PROUD TO BE YOUR LOCALLY OWNED AND
OPERATED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER!

Nuri Annamuradov Samuelle Masangya

PHOTOS Connor Brazier Mohammed Shahab
NOT Dominic Browning Yarik Sorokovyi
AVAILABLE Yusuf Daoud Liza Yarussova

Nikita Dubinchuk
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2023 Graduates 5
Support the future of youth through
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“Make mistakes, take risks”

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Nellie McClung Collegiate celebrated its class of 2023 at a
graduation ceremony June 23. Fourteen graduates took to
the stage in a ceremony filled with advice and memories.

Guest speaker Ryan Steppler, who taught the class in Gr.
6, began with a bit of a disclaimer.

“A lot of the principles or advice I'm going to share I try
to implement in my life, but I fall backwards all the time.
What is really important is to try to be self aware and un-
derstand when that happens not to beat yourself up.”

He urged the grads to strive for positivity in their life out-
look, but to also be prepared for curve balls.

“When on your journey and following your path, there
will be moments when things don’t go as planned,” he
said, advising them to avoid handling those situations like
a deer frozen in a car’s headlights.

“What do we do when things don’t go as planned? We
think, ‘That wasn’t supposed to happen.” But it did,” Step-
pler said. “Do we react like the deer and go crashing into
the car? Or do we choose to pause and respond instead?”

“When you have major problems in your life ... you might
want to take some consideration and just take a step back
and pretend that somebody else has come to you with the
same problem. What advice would you give them?” Step-
pler said. “I encourage you to treat yourself like a friend in
these situations. Be kind to yourself.

“We must work on not being afraid to fail by making

Keepsake Edition Graduating Class of 2023 Thursday, July 6, 2023 15
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mistakes,” he continued. “When we're really you have taught us, and for putting up with

young, we do an amazing job of learning to
walk. We fall down countless times, and never
want to stop.

“Try new things. Getting out there and doing
something that might scare you a little bit. Make
some mistakes. Take some risks.”

Finally, he encouraged the grads to have some
discipline in their lives.

“Being disciplined leads to success,” he said.
“Doing hard things makes life easier. I encour-
age you to make things that are the most impor-
tant to you a priority, even if they’re hard.”

Co-valedictorians Kieran Reid and Bethany
Sanders began their speech by thanking every-
one who helped the graduates get to this point
in their lives.

“To the teachers, thanks for the endless lessons

our utter laziness,” Reid said. “To our parents
for being our number one supporters and for al-
ways pushing us to do our best. And, lastly, to
our fellow graduates, thanks for the wonderful
memories we have made growing up together.”

The pair took a moment then to shine a spot-
light on each one of their peers, reflecting on
their unique personalities and sharing a fond
memory or two.

They ended with some parting advice.

“I think after today we will all have a taste of
just how fast life goes by,” Sanders said. “So
please appreciate every moment that you have.

“Live in the present, have confidence, reach
for your dreams, and remember: each and ev-
ery one of us will be cheering you on, no matter
where you go.”

e Class of 2023 « Class of 2023 « Class of 2023 « Class of 2023 « Class of 2023 « Class of 2023 « Class of 2023
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274 Stephen St., Morden
204-822-5466
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NPC, from Pg. 8

the power of devotion, friendship and
unwavering spirit of determination.”
She recalled the nerves and excite-
ment of the first days in high school.
“Building connections with the staff
and meeting new students from other
middle schools helped in the transi-
tion to high school,” said Groening.
“Our first two years of high school
came with challenges. COVID-19
classrooms were empty. School was a

MCT, From Pg. 11

Morden Collegiate principal Tania
Sigurdson recalled an important les-
son she learned when she first became
a parent. She was told to appreciate
all of the moments.

“Be present, take it in; don’t wish
away this moment to get quickly to
the next ... pause and recognize that
you are only going to get one oppor-
tunity to cross this stage,” she said.
“Being a part of your high school ex-
perience has been privilege for all of
us. You grew up right in front of us,
and for us, it seemed to happen in a
blink. It has been a pleasure to walk
alongside all of you.”

Brian Fransen, chairperson of the
board of trustees for Western School
Division, offered a message that in-
cluded the thought that the risk of
failure is not something to be afraid

We are so proud of yof#!

CONGRATULATIONS

O

to the

different experience ... social interac-
tion and the comfort of all our class-
mates and friends were no longer
something we had.

“I learned something about us dur-
ing this time. When faced with ad-
versity and the unexpected, we push
through, adapt, and come back stron-
ger,” said Groening. “Thankfully, our
Grade 11 and 12 years have been a
chance to reconnect, making new
defining memories that will be in-

~

/

. /

of but actually something to be em-
braced.

“Over the years, as a board we have
worked to make sure the priorities
we focus on throughout the division
would have a profound, positive im-
pact on the future of our students,”
he said. “We hope you can look back
on your time in our schools with a
sense of accomplishment and pride.”

Congratulations Grads of 2023

493 - 9th Street South
Morden, Manitoba
(204) 384-1103

grained in our minds forever.

“Years from now, when we think
back on these shared experiences, the
common factor that will stand out ev-
ery time, be it a sports game, event,
pep rally, dance or concert, was the

GVC, From Pg. 2

all be very proud of ourselves and
each other, as this adds depth and
significance to our reflections.”

Reimer shared fond memories of
her years at GVC, and thanked its
teachers and staff for helping pre-
pare students for the road ahead in
a myriad of ways.

“They’ve truly had an impact on
how we’ve grown. All our memo-
ries and experiences add up to cre-
ate an intricate, qualified person to
take life on.”

She encouraged the class to strive

Graduating Classes of 2023

passion, friendship and support that
was so present within our class,” she
concluded. “No matter where our
journeys take us, we will always share
NPC’s values, supporting opportuni-
ty, achievement, and responsibility.”

to make their future selves proud.

“In the future we will accomplish
many things, whether great or small,
and we will make an impact on the
world. But nothing can be worse
than looking in that mirror and say-
ing, ‘I'm not happy with who I see. I
regret how I live my life.

“What's holding you back? The
world is harsh and rapidly chang-
ing, yes, but we are a very adapt-
able group of humans. There’s no
doubt we will find our own places
in the world, and we will thrive.”

Access Credit Union - Miami Branch
Friends and Family of Anne Dyck
Blair Sharpe
Brigitte Grenier Trust
Cam & Wanda Stockford
Carman Community Health Centre
Centennial Farm Supply
Cory Rutter Construction
Friends & Family of Gary Smart
Family of Jeffery Prondzinski
Family of Catherine Orchard
Golden Prairie Arts Council
Joan & Ed Driedger
K. Angers Transfer
McCulloch Mooney Johnston Selby LLP
Miami Agricultural Society
Miami Fire &
Rescue Members
Miami Horticultural Society
Miami Moose Hockey Team
Miami Recreation and Play Spaces
Miami School Staff
Miami Power Toboggan Club
Mile 30 Farm - Todd & Tania
Vanstone Orchard Grain Farm -
Mike, Rachelle & Chad
Doug & Diane Mowbray
Pembina Creeks Wildlife Association

Prairie Rose School Division
Prairie Rose Teachers Association
Refined Health - Dr. Nicole Krapp, ND
Roland Air Spray

Roseisle Friendship Club

Rural Municipality of Thompson
Ryan Peters Carpentry

SJ Agronomy Services

Stacey’s Garden

Steppler Farms

Westaway Pharmacy

Westwind Realty, Leann Friesen

Miami School, along with
the Miami Post-Secondary
Educational Organization
gratefully acknowledges the
generous contributions of
these sponsors in helping
to make our 2023
Graduation a success.
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W.C. Miller grads persevere

By Lori Penner

Ninety-six students from W.C. Miller Collegiate proudly
donned caps and gowns June 29 to receive their well-de-
served high school diplomas.

The Millennium Exhibition Centre in Altona was packed
with parents, friends, teachers, administrators, and local
dignitaries eager to celebrate the accomplishment and
launch the grads into their future with hugs, smiles, and
words of encouragement.

“This day belongs to the graduates of 2023. Graduation
marks a major milestone for each of these students—the

completion of K-12 education and the freedom and re-
sponsibility that comes with the next stage of their lives,”
noted principal Angela Pilkington. “As a community, we
are here to recognize the unique individuals these stu-
dents have become and celebrate their many achievements
together. The success of every graduation is not only the
results of their own hard work, but it also stems from con-
sistent support, love, and guidance from many significant

others throughout life.”
Valedictorian Coen Gagne brought humour and senti-

ment to the special day.
Continued on page 28
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Valedictorian Coen Gagne.
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John Christian Abellera Mark Abrams Amal Al Hussein Riley Banman Sebastian Banman Nicholas Bergen Kayden Bravo

CONCRANYIATIONS!

TO ALL GRADS!
2O IvAIR

PLUMBING & HEATING

polarplumbing.ca ¢ info@polarplumbing.ca

204-823-2385 410 N Railway St, Morden
204-325-2267 660 Norquay Dr., Winkler

Class of 2023

HAPPY GRADUATION
WE ARE PROUD OF YOU!

COLE &
MACE
LAW
OFFICE

Barristers, Solicitors & Notaries
204-324-6451 www.colemacelaw.com

Honoring Our
Graduates

We'd like to extend our sincere
congratulations and best
wishes to the Class of 2023.

As you celebrate this milestone
achievement, please know you
have made your community and
your loved ones proud!

CONGRATULATIONS
to all the graduating classes of 2023!
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pizzahaven@pizzahaven.ca
WwWW,

pizzahaven.ca
36 2nd Ave NE Altona MB
Ph 204:324+8772

Congratulations
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Jasmyne Carrothers-Hildebrand Yaj Dapula Lexandra De Jesus Jacob Derksen Teneka Doerksen Olivia Driedger Nya Dubyk Ali Dueck Adrian Dyck Teichroeb
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Haelen Galfo Gideon Giesbrecht Ethan Gitzel Andrea Gonzalez Schroeder Clara Hildebrand

Gillian Hildebrand Katie Keck Carissa Kiansky Cole Kiansky Troy Klassen Greg Klippenstein Bianka Kombeiz Brooklynn Krahn
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R, g This is only the beginning!

Congratulations
TO ALL THE Class of 2023!

GRADUATES OF 2023!

We wish you much
happiness, and great
success in all of your

future endeavors.

Congratulations on this
milestone achievement.
Your hard work and
dedication make us proud!

(204) 324-8240
49 4th Ave NE,

@
Altona, MB.
Seed Sales & Treatment / Agronomics / Fertilizer / Custom App Air & Ground

Altona - 324-8090 / Arnaud - 427-2337 / www.gjchemical.ca
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Daphne Krahn Vally Krahn Willie Krahn Maddie La Rose Anisha Larocque Christopher Loewen Nicole Anne Lopez Julianna Matriano

Kiyan McGee Cherub Meracap Isabel Mierau Lliana Neufeld Zachary Nickel Emily Pauls Angel Peters
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Access Credit Union

K&M Hauling Ltd.
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W.C. Miller Collegiate

would like to extend
our sincere appreciation to the following
businesses and organizations for their

generous donations to our local awards program.

Altona Elks
Altona Health Care Auxiliary

These contributions have
made it possible for

Agassiz Massage Therapy Karey Hildebrand Electric Altona Rhineland Voice dei?rvinfhgl:adl(liatest_to
Altona Farm Service Keystone Kat Border Land Teachers Association [Basmbpnimndng
Ang's Pizza Kevs Décor & More Cole & M L i and pursue their dreams.
Border Land School Division Made by Maddie Ri€ il AL

Border Redi Mix

BSI Insurance

Bunge

Con-Pile Construction
Crystal Sound

Derksen Trucking

Elmer's Manufacturing

The Flower Shop

Foremost Appliances
Foremost Floors

Friesens Corporation

GJ Chemical

Great Canadian Dollar Store
Greenvalley Equipment
H&M Farms

Hair Ecstasy

Happy Skin & Coat

Harv Ginter Construction
Home Hardware

K.AT. Construction & Rentals

Miranda's Esthetics
Municipality of Rhineland
New Style Catering
Pembina Landscaping
Pembina Valley Pharmacy
Pioneer Homes

Pioneer Meats

Prairie Homestead
Prairie Insurance

Red River Insurance

Red River Tax

Rhineland Car Co Ltd.
Rosenort Credit Union
Seed Ex

Southeast Air Service
Sun Valley Coop

Town of Altona

Twelve Salon & Spa

West Park Motors
Winner Circle

We are always looking to
add new awards to our
list. If you are interested in
donating, please contact

Kathy Klassen Financial Strategies L UECRLUNENDRUEIED

Curtis Klassen Memorial Fund
Elmer’s Manufacturing
Friesens Corporation

tonnad@blsd.ca for details.

Kendall Ann Wiebe Memorial Fund
Life Touch
McMunn & Yates Building Supplies
MLA Josh Guenter
New Hope School Fund
PepsiCo
Red River Mutual
Rhineland Marketing Club
Rosenort Credit Union
SCOPE Leadership
Development
Tom Dueck Memorial Fund
W.C. Miller Staff
Wesmar Seeds
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Juri Scheck Paul Schmik Faith Schroeder Paul Schroeder Shayna Schroeder Brookelyn Stepaniuk Cody Suderman Emily Suderman

Danait Tewoldeberhan Clare Thiessen Saul Thiessen Elmer Thomas Kallista Thomas Cole Tkachuk Dayna Wah
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With special
mention to our
P SPEERHEAD Rhineland Car
ENTERPRISES LTD staff graduates
WWW.SPEERHEAD.CA
Nicholas Bergen Coen Gagne Bianka Kombeiz
7’
RHINELAND CAR CO. LTD.
ALTONA, MB

“SUPPORTING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1927”

TOLL FREE: 877.722.1927 rhinelandcar.com

facebook.com/RhinelandCar
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MennoniteCollegiaternstitute

MCI class of ‘23 ready to take on the world

By Lori Penner

Teachers, friends, and family filled the Altona
Bergthaler Church on June 25 to celebrate the
graduation of the Mennonite Collegiate Institute
(MCI) class of 2023.

Sixteen graduates received their hard-earned di-
ploma as loved ones and educators cheered them
on. They hail from communities across Manitoba,
with two from West Africa and Hong Kong.

Co-valedictorians Katriel Fehr and Eric Robinson
recalled the quirks and gifts that defined each of
their fellow graduates, and the moments that will

always stand out.

They also thanked their parents and teachers for
encouraging them and putting up with their she-
nanigans.

“We could not have come this far without the
support of many people. Our parents paid tuition
to get rid of us and provided unconditional love.
Our teachers put up with us, some of us for four
whole years,” Fehr said.

Robinson added, “You answered our dumb ques-
tions, but mostly you encouraged us to explore life.

Continued on page 23
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Co-valedictorians Eric Robinson and Katriel Fehr.
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Oskar Dyck Itoroabasi Fakunle Jorja Fehr Katriel Fehr Maddysun Friesen Arthur Hayden Kylee Henderson
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RED RIVER GLASS
& HAROWARE

(204) 324-6263

www.elmersmfg.com

CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS
OF 2023
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From Pg. 22

“In Bible class this year, we read a
speech written by Martin Luther King
Jr. He spoke about having a tough
mind and a tender heart and how both
qualities are equally important. Com-
passion and wisdom are traits which
we are trying to understand and learn,
but some of us still have a way to go.”

“Wisdom was a big thing in our class
this year. As we move on with our

e N
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lives, our teachers put in great effort to
help us apply our abilities to real life,”
Fehr said, recommending the Book of
Proverbs as a place to find wisdom.

“We encourage our fellow grads to
follow your hearts, be compassionate
and wise, and let God be with you,
helping you every step of the way.”

In her address to the graduates, MCI
teacher Danika Thiessen said it was a
privilege to teach this fabulous gradu-
ating class.

“On the first day of Bible class in
September, I challenged the students
to look deeply and see themselves at
their very core.”

Thiessen encouraged the use of jour-
nals, and the class became affection-
ately known as “Therapy with Mrs.
Thiessen.”

“They were willing to bare their
souls, and even share some opinions
they knew not everyone would agree
with. This takes a bravery I don't al-
ways see in adults, never mind young
adults. What I wanted them to do ev-
ery day was have time to slow down
and look within themselves and de-
cide who they were and who they
want to be as they move on from this

ezlnstltute Goy
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Above: The grads toss their caps high. Left: Guest speaker Danika Thiessen.
place.

“In their journals they discussed topics about what it means to be kind, what
it means to ask Jesus into your heart and how to actually live that out. What
motivates them? What they struggle with. And what they do in times of hard-
ship and how to look beyond the shallow and into the depths of a person.”

Thiessen said this class is not afraid to be vulnerable.

“They share their failures as much as their successes. Instead of running
away from the open hearts their classmates showed, they chose to run to-
wards them and embrace them. I could not be more grateful to have walked
with them on this journey, and I feel like they are more than ready for the next

Continued on page 25

Brooklynn Peters Mikaela Thiessen Nadia Thiessen Amanda Voth Greta Wiebe

Congratulations
Class of 20231

180 5 Street, Morden
(204) 822-4765
585 1st St Unit G, Winkler
(204) 325-8815

/7 Hope your future
is filled with
wonderful things
because you deserve
the very best.
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GIANT TIGER"

Savings to smile about.

288 North Railway Street, Morden

Store hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 am to 9 pme« Sun. 9 am to 6 pm

Advanced Drainage Systems Inc.

204-745-6151
111 Lyle Drive,, Carman
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(Roseau Valley Schooljiate

Roseau Valley School grads demonstrated resilience, kindness

By Lori Penner

Sixteen students at Roseau Valley
School said farewell to high school
and are moving forward into their fu-
ture with a diploma in hand.

Their graduation ceremony on June
24 reflected the strength and persever-
ance each student demonstrated to fi-
nally arrive at this point.

Border Land School Division trustee
Steven Wiebe encouraged the class of
2023 to continue to make bold choices
with their future.

“Approach your education, your
employment, or whatever travel op-
portunities that come your way with
passion and enthusiasm.”

Co-valedictorians Triton Schuck and
Morgan Smith recalled many memo-
rable moments that will remain in
their minds and hearts forever.

“RVS was where we were raised, met
lifelong friends, and made some of the
most important decisions of our lives.
This group has been through thick and

thin, but they always stuck together
and made it to their graduation day,”
Smith said with tears in her eyes.

“We’ve been counting down the
days since Grade 9 and now that we're
here, it doesn’t feel real. We're going
to be leaving a place that we’ve come
to every single day for many years,
and now we won’t be seeing the same
faces, and we won’t know what's go-
ing on in each other’s lives. And we
aren’t going to see our favourite teach-
ers and staff who made our days here
some of the best we’ve ever had. We're
all moving on. Some of us will stay at
home for a while, others are going to
university. Soon we’ll be working 9-5
wishing we were back here living our
lives as high school students.”

She added, “This school has some of
the most amazing support I've ever
seen and so I'm so grateful to have
been a part of it. The staff here truly
cared about us students; we will al-
ways carry that after we graduate. I'd
like to thank the staff for always be-
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Roseau Valley School celebrated the achievements of 16 graduates June 24.

ing here and helping us whenever
we needed it. Whether it was school
problems or life just getting in the
way, there was always someone here
to talk to. You guys listened. Your

teaching and influence have made us
who we are today and your lessons
on life will stay with us for the rest
of ours.”

Continued on page 27
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Hailea Bodz Sebastian Bone Rochelle Catcheway Alexandra Doyle Regan French Brady Gregoire Nash Henry Shalin Henry

Matthew Hlady-Doyle Alisha Ramsey Carl Roberts Triton Schuck

Morgan Smith Isaac Symchyshyn Jazzlyn Waddingham
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ALTONA
GREENHOUSE
204-324-6658

Congratulations

Class
of 2023!

204-248-2566

Notre Dame de Lourdes
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Saint-Jean-Baptiste award/scholarship winners

e Sébastien Hicks, Commissaires de la DSFM
Denis Clément et Guy Gagnon Bursary, Winkler
Consumers Cooperative Scholarship, Athlete of
the Year.

* Emma Klaassen, RM of Montcalm Bursary.

* Mason Manning, Morris Bigway Bursary, GJ

Chemical Bursary, Prix de la direction.

* Cody Sabourin: Caisse Groupe Financier Bur-
sary, Miller Environmental Scholarship, Chevaliers
de Colomb de SJB Bursary, Seed-Ex Bursary, MLA
Josh Guenther Student Recognition Award, Prix
Dylan-Bérard.

* Caleb Boulanger: Comité scolaire ERS]JB Bur-
sary, Lavallée Trucking Bursary.

* Maisie Breckon: AGT Foods Bursary, Miller En-
vironmental Scholarship, Lavallée Gravel Bursary,
Morris Bigway Bursary.

* Jaydyn Gilmore, BSI Insurance bursary.

e Class of 2023 « Class of 2023 « Class of 2023 « Class of 2023 « Class of 2023 « Class of 2023 « Class of 2023 «

Caleb Boulanger Jaydyn Gilmore Sébastien Hicks Cody Sabourin

> MENNONITE COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE, FROM PG. 23

steps life will take them.”

She added, “As you leave here, I
see you all heading off to better your-
selves. Whether that's a university,
a Bible college, volunteer program
or a gap year, you are moving on to
do what you need to do to succeed.
Your confidence comes from having a
strong support system. You were will-
ing to push yourselves and try new
things this school year and make it as
fabulous as possible. And I think you
succeeded. You also put into practice
what you've learned and are fine ex-
amples of Jesus’ mission on earth, and

I know I speak for many when I say
we are all incredibly proud of you.”

Thiessen left them with words to
ponder by Marianne Williamson:

“Our deepest fear is not that we are
inadequate. Our deepest fear is that
we are powerful beyond measure.
It is our light, not our darkness, that
most frightens us. We ask ourselves,
Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous,
talented, fabulous? Actually, who are
you not to be? You are a child of God.
Your playing small doesn’t serve the
world.”
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Resonate performs “How Far I'll Go" from the Disney movie Moana.
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Alfona RegionallAlteriative:Education

Persistence pays off = s
for RAEC graduates

By Lori Penner

Students from the Regional Alternative Education Centre (RAEC) in Altona
proved that it’s never too late to pursue your goals and dreams.

Graduates Sarah Wilby, Lillie Harder-Hovorka, David Thiessen, Carissa Di-
Marco, Rebecca Friesen, Red Juerra, and Megz Lysack returned to school as
adults, and left with diplomas.

At the RAEC graduation ceremony on June 22, director Kelly Skelton said
in this alternative learning environment, the students found a safe and caring

Continued on page 27 \_

Lillie Harder-Hovorka Meagan Lysack Jacob Thiessen Sarah Welby



From Pg. 26

space to resume their education.

“We are fortunate to have this centre
in the community, to meet the learn-
ing needs and support the academic
aspirations of adult learners.”

To the grads, she said, “Graduation
is such a wonderful time. Your hard
work, persistence, and belief in your-
self has brought you to this very im-
portant moment. Returning to high
school as an adult requires lots of
planning, patience, and dedication,
pursuing academics while juggling
work, family, and community in-
volvement. Thank you for trusting us
to be your school, and for trusting us
to be part of your story. We also thank
those who supported the graduates
along the way. We are deeply grateful
for that.”

Skelton also acknowledged the hard
work of the teaching staff, who met
students exactly where they were and
walked alongside them every step of
the way.

Border Land School Division super-
intendent Krista Curry offered her
congratulations for the graduates’
achievement.

“I am always inspired when I attend
the RAEC grad. At this ceremony I al-
ways hear unique individual stories

Keepsake Edition Graduating Class of 2023 Thursday, July 6, 2023 27
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of resilience, perseverance, and com-
mitment to finishing their education
journey that for many of you has not
been a straight line. No matter what
road you took, you stayed on it, and
you stayed with it and now today you
received your high school diploma.

“It is no surprise to see a sense of
pride in you. You should be proud,
and you deserve to be celebrated.
My hope is that today you can look
around and see the team that sits
alongside each of you. This team
consists of your biggest cheerlead-
ers. Some of those people have been
cheering for you your whole life,
and some of them came alongside
you when you became involved with
RAEC.

“Please know that even though your
journey at RAEC is ending, the staff
that has been supporting you are still
going to be cheering for you. Be sure
you stay in touch, and always remem-
ber you have a village of support. I
wish you happiness and joy as you
celebrate your accomplishment.”

Prior to handing out the diplomas,
RAEC teachers praised the gradu-
ates for their determination and hard
work, adding that each one of them
stands as an example of believing in
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Above: BLSD superintendent Krista
Curry addresses the grads. Right:
Tassel turn.

yourself.

“You certainly have faced a num-
ber of curve balls, but you didn’t let
them throw you off your path,” said
Lisa Eisbrenner. “Instead, you chose
to listen to your supporters and
cheerleaders in the background, who
have helped to drown out the voices
of doubt. Look at the friends, family
and people that support you. They see
your strength and determination. And
now you've earned your graduation,
proving all of us right.

“As you set off into this next chap-

Graduating Classes of 2023
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ter, you know that life will continue
to keep you on your toes, and chal-
lenges won’t magically disappear. But
now our hope for you is that you carry
with you the strength and resolve that
brought you to this moment.

“Remember that you can do hard
things, you can trust your instincts, re-
member that our graduation is a reflec-
tion and celebration of your strength,
your spirit, and your persistence. The
world eagerly waits for contributions
that only you can make.”

4 I things that make you feel happy. “We only get one
From Pg. 24 chance at life, so let's make it a dang good one.”

Schuck recalled what it was like being the new kid in Teacher Alex Mirza described this year’s graduates as
school in 2019. resilient, humble, kind, and funny.

“I was trying to assert myself and I felt like | was mak- ~ “1'Ve had the pleasure of working Wit%l this year’s
ing progress, until it all went down the drain. COVID grac;lugtmg clasg for the past four years. It's been a fan-
put a damper on all of us. But we tried to move for- tasticjourney with many twists and turns. What a phe-
ward. But as everyone else kept trying to move forward, nomena}l group of young adults who will be moving on
it seemed like I couldn’t stop going backward. During frlcl)m this school. )
the height of COVID I got sick. I missed a lot of school You can talk at length about :fhe pandemic af}d the ef-
time, but I got back up. I couldn’t have done that on my fect it had on student learning,” Mirza added. “The per-
own. Without the support of my family, my friends, my ~Severance it took to make it to this stage today would be
teachers, and my classmates, who are some of the stron- erl}ough to make any adult proud.
gest people I know. I commend them for persevering This group had every reason not to be here, yet here
through all the challenges” they stand, ready for what comes next. Our struggles

His advice, not just to his fellow graduates but to ev- Make us who we are, th? resilience that you've learned
eryone, is to “live every day to the fullest and do the Will serve you well with what comes next. It takes

strength and fortitude to finish what you started.
Morgan Smith was the big award winner at RVS _12Kke a moment to appreciate what it took for you to
this year, walking away with the Governor General get here. Whether ’Fhat s a university degree, a college
Award, the Garnett Kyle Scholarship, and a host of Pro8ram- or a specific career, you've shown that when
\ / other honours. Continued on page 28
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From Pg. 18

He quoted NASCAR driver Dale Earn-
hardt, saying, “You can’t let one bad
moment spoil a bunch of good ones.”

Gagne went on to say that life at W.C.
Miller wasn’t always perfect, but it was
the everyday hiccups that made it so
memorable.

“High school threw a lot at us—exams,
homework, and assignments—and it
sometimes pushed us to the edge. But
we didn’t let those difficult things de-
fine our high school experience. What's
crazy is that we technically only had
two traditional years of high school.
The other two years were spent stay-
ing inside, and still trying to care about
grades and assignments, even though
we were either bogged down by restric-
tions and rules or going to school on
green or gold days.”

Gagne noted that some good came out
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of distance learning during COVID.

“We had to be organized. We managed our
own schedules and were productive without
being told to be. I think our hiatus from Mill-
er created a whole bunch of mini adults, who
sometimes did dumb things.”

He described his fellow graduates as some
of the most responsible and mature people
he knows.

“It was their perseverance through those
unsure times that made them the people
they are today. We as a graduation class are a
hardworking bunch. I watch my classmates
overcome challenges, whether in the sports,
the classroom, or the halls. Their persever-
ance and determination to succeed is some-
thing we should all be proud of.

“What’s even more special is how we as
graduates have helped each other overcome
challenges. Whether it was everyday so-
cial problems, or a good study session, we
wouldn’t have had much fun in high school
without these guys. The support of this grad
class is immense. It's a super diverse class
with many beliefs and cultures. We gained
way more knowledge and experience by the
differences between us.”

Gagne went on to thank the bus drivers and
teachers for their patience and understand-
ing through the years.

To the parents, he said, “I'm sure all of you
are overjoyed you'll never have to look at
PowerSchool again. The parents are truly the
heroes. So, fellow grads, appreciate them.
Hug them.”

Finally, he told the graduates to thank
themselves.

Graduating Classes of 2023
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“We all just grinded through 13 years of school, and now imagine
how many trees our grad class has single-handedly killed during
those years of paper assignments and tests. But seriously, we really
did it all. Those late nights, studying for something we didn’t think
we’d pass. All those times we asked ourselves in class, what the heck
is going on? And all those times things felt difficult or stressful, we
put our heads down and pushed through our problems and uncer-
tainties. But we all realized at the end of the day we did it, and today
we celebrate that accomplishment.”

The W.C. Miller Class of 2023 chose a quote by Sir Winston Churchill
to represent the emotions attached to their graduation: “Now this is
not the end. It is not even the beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps,
the end of the beginning.”

“Our graduates know our story isn’t over. We all know that we're
moving on to bigger and better things,” Gagne said. “For our future,
some of us are going to universities nationwide, some students are
invested in trades or joining the workforce right away. Some of us are
taking a gap year to decide what direction they want to take.

“No matter what, we as a class can hardly wait. We shouldn’t live
in the moment and realize it’s only the end of this beginning and the
start of a new one.”

From Pg. 27

you put your mind to something you do it. Use
the tools that you have gained here to get there.
I'm sure you will, and I can’t wait to see where
you are five years from now.”

Awards and scholarships

e Jeanine Andrews: The Tractor People Trades
Award, RVS Student Council Award.

* Hailea Bodz: Ecumenical Award, Municipal-
ity of Emerson Franklin Award, Josh Guenter
Leadership Award, Roseau Valley School Award.

¢ Alex Doyle: RVS Student Council Award.

* Regan French: RSV Staff Award, Food & Nu-
trition 40S, Global Issues 40S.

* Brady Gregoire: Calderwood’s Country Store
Inc. Award, GJ Chemical Co. Award, Law 40S.
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 Nash Henry: Runnin’ Red Transport Award, 4 )

Emerson Bigway Music Award.

e Shalin Henry: Ginew Wellness Centre Award,
Ecumenical Award, George Forsyth Memorial
Award, Essential Math 40S.

e Matthew Hlady-Doyle: The Tractor People
Business Award, Ecumenical Award, DC Curl-
ing Club Award, Vocational 40S.

e Wankiyan (Carl) Roberts: Roseau Valley
School Award, Current Topics in FNMI Studies
408S.

e Triton Schuck: RVS Staff Award.

* Morgan Smith: RVS Drama Award, RVS Fine
Arts Award, English Comp 40S, English Trans
40S, Physics 40S, Chemistry 40S, Biology 40S,
Pre-Calc 40S, Applied 40S, Arts 40S, Garnet Kyle
Scholarship, Governor General’s Award.

e Jazzlyn Waddingham: DC Curling Club
Award.
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