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CCH splits $20K prize
pot with local winner

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Central Community Homes (CCH)
presented the winner of its 50/50 raf-
fle with a cool $10,120 last week.

Winklerite Dah Blet had the winning
ticket drawn Tuesday evening at the
community’s Canada
Day festivities

The raffle in support
of CCH’s new afford-
able housing complex

“We're super excited that our win-
ner is a local and it's going to a
young family,” he added. “She was
overjoyed when she picked up her
cheque.”

CCH'’s half of the funds takes a bite
out of the cost of the apartment proj-
ect, which is on bud-
get and on schedule to
welcome its first fami-
lies this fall.

But Kasdorf shared

going up at the corner WE HAD LOTS OF they need to raise an-
of North Railway Ave. LOCAL SUPPORT." other $500,000 or so
and Main St. reached to get this and future,
heights of $20,240 much-needed housing
fthanks to an outpour- projects off the ground.
ing of community “Fundraising will
support. continue,” he said. “If there are peo-

“We didn’t really know what to ex-
pect with this,” said Dave Kasdorf,
CCH vice-chair. “But we had lots of
local support. Once people knew that
it was going to the 28-unit apartment
block we're building, we saw ticket
sales really ramp up.

ple willing to make a donation, they
can always drop off a cheque at Cen-
tral Station.”

Donations can also be made online
at centralcommunityhomes.ca.

The need for affordable housing in
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Central Community Homes board members and staff presented Dah Blet and her
family with their share of the 50/50 fundraising raffle, which reached $20,240

by Canada Day.

Winkler continues to grow.

“Right now there’s over 100 people
on the wait list at Central Station for
housing,” Kasdorf noted. “The needs
range from one-bedroom apartments
for single seniors to three-bedrooms

CITY OF MORDEN

DAY CAMPS

For ages 6-11!

Fun-filled weeks of:

for families.

“As the community continues to
grow, the need continues to grow. So
the 28-unit that we’re building is great,
but it really only kind of scratches the
surface.”

™ Crafts & creativity * Nature adventures

@ Active games
#: And so much more!!!

Colour Your World Art Camp
Earth’s Eager Heroes Nature Camp
Optimistic Olympians Sports Camp
Cup Conquerors Sports Camp

Worldwide Wonderland Art & Culture Camp

Explore the Animal World Camp

Register online at
morden.cafrecreation

New Camp Hours: 8am - 5pm
Location: Access Event Centre

204-822-543]

= Water activities

programs@mymorden.ca




Local handivan service
gets a new set of wheels

By Lorne Stelmach

The Morden Community Handi-van
service celebrated the recent arrival of
its new vehicle last week with a thank-
you to the sponsors who helped make
it possible.

Brian Nedohin, who is chairperson
of the handi-van board as well as one
of the volunteer drivers, noted that it
happened entirely through local sup-
port.

“There was no provincial money in
here at all. This is all from local do-
nors,” he said as the new van was
shown off on the grounds of the Mor-
den research station. “I'm very happy
with this community. They have sup-
ported us very well.”

The vehicle came at a cost of about
$101,000, and it was all raised through
sponsorships and donations. The
sponsors include the Morden Elks
Lodge, Morden Community Thrift
Shop, United Way Pembina Valley,
Decor Cabinets, RM of Stanley, and
City of Winkler.

Names on the van also pay tribute
to a few individual supporters and
donors, including Lori Willcocks,
a board member who passed away
this past winter, and John H. Dyck

with funds from his estate along with
funds from Bill and Colleen Lyne.

It is replacing an older vehicle that
Nedohin said could no longer be kept
up and maintained properly.

“We then started to work on this ve-
hicle ... it’s also a back load just like
the other one was, so we have a ramp
that comes down and then we can fas-
ten the little strips that we have inside
on to the front of the wheelchair,” he
explained.

Nedohin also noted they were fortu-
nate to be able to have the van retro-
fitted here rather than in the United
States.

“We are happy that it did stay in
Canada because with the tariffs that
were being employed, we thought,
okay, that could add $20,000 to the
cost of the vehicle.”

Nedohin commented on how well
the service is used even with trips to
and from Winkler, which has a public
transportation service but it does not
go outside Winkler aside from trips to
Boundary Trails Health Centre.

“They do not offer their service on
Sunday, so we still get calls from Win-
kler to go to various locations, and if
people from Winkler want to go to
other locations outside the area, not

-
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Board chair Brian Nedohin says the $101,000 cost was all raised through
community sponsorships and donations. Sponsor logos have been placed on the

van in thanks.
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Directors, drivers, and donors of the Morden Community Handi-van gathered last
week to check out the service's new vehicle.

just the hospital but some place else,
they’ll call us because we are able to
provide that service to them to any lo-
cation,” he said.

“For some ... it's the only way they
can get from point A to point B,” said
Nedohin. “We only got this van about

three months ago, and it's now got
6,000 kilometres on it. We’ve done a
number of trips to Winnipeg in the
last three weeks ... so not only locally
but also taking patients to hospitals
and various other locations. This is
definitely a vital service.”
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Life with Parkinson’s

Wilma Derksen grapples with her diagnosis

By Lorne Stelmach

Wilma Derksen is accustomed to be-
ing in the spotlight, especially as the
mother of Candace Derksen, who was
murdered in 1984 at the age of 13.

It has been a large part of her jour-
ney that has seen her become not only
the mother of a murdered child but
also a writer, coach/therapist, acci-
dental artist, forgiveness practitioner,
responsive life writing teacher, and
spiritual pilgrim.

Those roles all continue now as she
grapples with her diagnosis of Par-
kinson’s disease and seeks to help
others walking a similar path.

“In some ways, 'm known ... I'm not
known here as much,” noted Derk-
sen, who today calls Winkler home.
“I guess, with all of this that has hap-
pened to me ... I just resolved that
if anybody was going to ask me ... I
don’t have answers, but I don’t mind
people being part of my journey.”

Derksen has been struggling to come
to terms with her Parkinson’s diagno-
sis, as there are so many unknowns,
fears, and anxieties. Despite that and
admittedly being in denial, she is
working to understand the disease
better and realize her life is not over.

She is quick to respond when asked
for her thoughts on facing yet another
major challenge in her life.

“Why me? Why not me, though,”
she said.

“l guess in some ways, in my jour-
ney, I've encountered so many peo-
ple who have been through so much,
and in fact, I haven’t met anyone who
isn't going through something,” she
observed. “I look at their lives ... and
I always find I think that's the worst
thing that could happen to them, and

the worst thing that could happen to
me has happened to me. It has hap-
pened to everybody, the worst thing,
and we are all tested at a horrible
place.

“It's kind of like what do I do with
it ... each one does that, and then it’s,
okay, it's going to prepare me some-
how for the next one, and it doesn’t.”

Her husband Cliff died about four
years ago, and it was soon after that
when she learned she had Parkin-
son’s.

Coming to terms with the illness is
a lonely, isolating experience, and it’s
so important to reach out to others for
support, Derksen observes, so it was
through Tim Hague—who is known
as an Amazing Race participant but
who also started the U-Turn program
for Parkinson’s patients—that she re-
cently connected with local resident
Barb Toews, who has a firsthand un-
derstanding of the disease through
being a caregiver for her husband and
having taken part in the programs of-
fered by U-Turn.

“I don’t have the tools yet for Parkin-
son’s. I don’t know how to do this,”
admitted Derksen, but accessing the
supports available is a start.

Derksen recalled being diagnosed in
2022.

“Just before that, I had a big party at
my place, and I had noticed a bit of a
tremor ... and I noticed my handwrit-
ing—I couldn’t read my own hand-
writing.”

She immediately suspected what
might be happening, as her mother
and aunt both had the disease.

She suddenly started to feel more of
the impact of the condition and knew
that she needed to make a change in
her life, and that led to the move to

.
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Wilma Derksen (left) with Barb Toews in Winkler last week. The two have gotten
to know each other in connection with Derksen's Parkinson's diagnosis.

Winkler to be closer to family.

“I broke. I just stopped ... and I had
moved from my house to an apart-
ment in Winnipeg,” she said. “I just
couldn’t function ... I can function
very well with my daughter now ...
but I was just broken.”

She is thankful she met Toews here,
leaning on her for support as she con-
tinues to learn how to live with this
diagnosis.

“I've seen her get better and better
each time I've met with her ... get-
ting a bit stronger and stronger,” said
Toews. “Anybody with Parkinson’s
will deal with it in some different way
to some degree.”

In the meantime, Derksen intends
to continue writing. She already has
a number of books under her belt, in-
cluding Impossible: Forgiveness To The
Power Of Five— Body, Heart, Mind,
Spirit and Collective, which details her
choice to forgive her daughter’s killer.

“People thought it would be im-
possible for me to forgive,” she said.
“There was so much controversy and
so much misunderstanding around

my forgiveness that I thought I've
never been able to explain it. I was
determined to do it.

“I think what has helped me is that,
after 40 years of coming to under-
stand what forgiveness was all about,
I kind of came up with this idea ... the
power of five,” she continued.”How
do we organize forgiveness? It’s just
so huge, and nobody really seems to
have an answer. I was thinking I've
talked about forgiveness for 40 years
but not really gotten a handle on it. So
finally I was able to put it down in an
organized way.

“And now my challenge is I think
I want to put Parkinson’s into that
too,” Derksen said. “I think I'm writ-
ing as a coach as to how you can deal
with this too.”

“She can still help other people who
are struggling with things like Parkin-
son’s and other things,” noted Toews.

Learn more about the programs
and support available to those living
with Parkinson’s disease online at
uturnparkinsons.org or parkinson.ca.

Measles exposure at BTHC, Winkler Medical Clinic

By Voice staff

Public health officials with Manitoba
Health, Seniors and Long-Term Care
are warning the public of three more
measles exposure sites, including two
in our area:

e Winkler Medical Clinic, Unit 2, 344
First St. on July 2 from 12:45 p.m. to
3:15 p.m. Anyone who was there at

this date and time is asked to monitor
for symptoms until July 24

e Boundary Trails Health Centre
emergency department between Mor-
den and Winkler on July 1 from 10:20
p.m. to 1:35 a.m. July 2. Anyone who
was at this location at this time is
asked to monitor for symptoms until
July 24.

e Health Sciences Centre Winnipeg

Children’s Hospital emergency de-
partment waiting room on June 30
at 11:10 p.m. until July 1 at 1:25 a.m.
Anyone who was at this location is
asked to monitor for symptoms until
July 23.

Public health is asking anyone who
was in these locations during this time
to check their immunization records
and ensure they are up to date with

measles vaccine (MMR or MMRV).

If symptoms occur, contact your
health care provider. You're urged to
call ahead so medical staff can take
steps to reduce the exposure of other
people to the virus.

A full list of exposure sites and fur-
ther information about measles is
available at gov.mb.ca/health/publi-
chealth / diseases / measles.html
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Eden’s Tractor Trek parade,
BBAQ is this Saturday

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The 18th annual Eden Tractor Trek
will raise funds and awareness for
mental health services this Saturday,
and the community is invited to come
out to show their support.

“This is a long-standing event that’s
well established in the community
and beyond,” reflects Dave Sawatsky,
Eden Foundation director of develop-
ment, sharing that they
had 40 tractors signed
up as of last week and
anticipate many more
will join the parade by
Saturday.

“In truth, it’s never too
late to register,” he says.
“You can show up on
the day and we'll find a
place for you, or call us
the day ahead and we
can register you over
the phone.”

For the first time,
they’re welcoming trac-
tors of all ages, not just the vintage
wheels of years past. Organizers are
also offering first-time trekkers a deal
on registration: $75 versus the regular
$135 entry fee.

“We love to have the vintage trac-
tors—they are the foundation of this
event and people love to see and hear
them, so that’s always going to be a
cornerstone of the event,” Sawatsky
says. “But we wanted to remove as
many barriers [to participation] as
possible ... and thought there’s peo-
ple who want to participate, but they
don’t have that vintage tractor. So

“THE COMMUNITY
SUPPORT FOR EDEN
HAS ALWAYS BEEN
VERY STRONG, AND
WE'RE SO THANKFUL
FOR THAT."

bring whatever tractor you've got.”

The change has already yielded a
number of new drivers eager to show
off their rides alongside the many re-
turning participants, some of whom
have been supporters of this event
from the beginning.

“There’s a great recognition of Eden
in the community—they have heard
about us and know about us, and they
know the good work we are doing
and are committed
to,” Sawatsky says.
“When I talk to peo-
ple about Eden, most
times they are only
one step removed
from a family mem-
ber who has taken
advantage of Eden’s
services when they
were in a time of cri-
sis or a down time ...
it's something that’s
helped their aunt,
their uncle, their sis-
ter, a very close rel-
ative within their lifetime. And so
they connect to it on that level almost
across the board.

“The community support for Eden
has always been very strong, and
we're so thankful for that.”

Funds raised this weekend will go
to support programs like Recovery of
Hope, which offers counselling ser-
vices on a sliding fee scale to ensure
they’re accessible to everyone, and
Segue Career Options, which helps
people with barriers to employment
find meaningful work.

Some of the funds will also go to
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You can cheer on the participants of the 18th Eden Tractor Trek this Saturday as
they make their way through Winkler, Morden, Chortitz, and Schanzenfeld.

Eden’s housing program and to the
volunteer program at its acute care
centre in Winkler, which has so many
volunteers that a coordinator is need-
ed on staff to organize them all.

“So there’s lots of good targets for
the money that goes to the programs
that are serving people right here in
the community,” Sawatsky says.

COME JOIN THE FUN

The participating tractors will be on
display at the Eden Health Care Cen-
tre grounds at 1500 Pembina Ave. in
Winkler from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for a
Tractors Through the Ages Show &
Shine in conjunction with a barbecue
fundraiser hosted by Gardenland Co-
op. Both events are open to the com-
munity at large. Lunch is by donation.

“Come and take a look at the trac-
tors, take part in the barbecue, donate
what you can,” Sawatsky says. “Talk
to the drivers and owners—they love
to talk about their tractors.”

Trekkers will then hop on their trac-
tors at 1:15 p.m to embark on a route
that will take them north up 15th
St., east down Mountain Ave., south
down 8th St., and then west out of
town down Pembina Ave. all the way
down Road 12N to Morden.

They’ll then head north up Road
28W to Hwy. 3, travelling on the
shoulder down to Greenvalley Equip-
ment for coffee around 2:45 p.m. be-
fore continuing on at 3:45 p.m. to pass
through Chortitz and Schanzenfeld
en route to heading back to Eden for
supper and awards.

If you can’t make the trek, you can
still support the cause by making a
donation online at edenhealthcare.ca/
events/eden-foundations-18th-annu-
al-tractor-trek /.

That’s also the page to go for more
Tractor Trek information, including
the complete route map and registra-
tion details.

Altona council commits to upgrades at aging cemetery

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The cemetery at the corner of 6th St
NE and 4th Ave NE in Altona will be
getting some much-needed sprucing
up next summer.

The Town of Altona announced last
week it intends to hire specialists to
come in and restore the aging site to
its former beauty.

“It was originally planned to take
place in 2025, but with municipal
budgeting not everything can happen
all at once,” explained communica-
tions officer Sarah Cail, noting esti-
mates put the cost of the project be-
tween $50,000 to $60,000. “So council
did determine that they were going

to move this project off of the 2025
budget and spend some time commu-
nicating more clearly to the residents
what’s going to happen there.”

The cemetery is decades old—some
of the birth dates on the earliest
gravestones are from the 1800s—and
some of the plots have become struc-
turally damaged or overgrown over
the years.

A monument restoration expert was
brought in to assess the site and de-
termined some of the grave covers
and cribbing—features which were
commonly used in the past to outline
a burial plot—cannot be repaired due
to their age and state of disrepair. In

some cases, the most respectful way
to deal with them is to remove them
entirely.

“Some of those are damaged to the
point that any attempts to repair or
level them would likely result in fur-
ther damage,” Cail said, stressing,
though, that they will not be remov-
ing any memorials. “We will not be
removing headstones or plaques—it’s
just the grave covers.”

“Most of the work that’s going to
take place is the cleaning of the monu-
ments, and realigning them if they’ve
shifted,” she added, noting they’ll
also repair monuments where need-
ed.

They also plan to remove various
plant overgrowth where needed, and
to do some landscaping.

The goal is to ensure the entire site
is a dignified and well-maintained
one for people to come visit their late
loved ones.

Cail notes that once this project is
done the Town can then turn its at-
tention to the potentially needed res-
toration of some of the older areas of
the Altona Cemetery off Hwy. 30.

“We're going to start with this one
... because when we walk past it, we
look at it and say, you know, we need
to be doing better here,” she said.

Check out the Voice online at www.winklermordenvoice.ca or altonavoice.ca
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It's all about mindset

Like a lot of Canadians, when we
start thinking of vacationing we tend
to think of leaving the country (unless
it'’s a ski vacation) and not staying
within it.

We love travelling. We have been
fortunate enough to go many places,
enjoy many Cul-  com—
tures, and stand in
awe of the good di-
versity that is hu-
mankind.

This time around
the trigger to vaca-
tion thinking was
a conference I was

———

attending  about By Peter
social finance in To- Cantelon
ronto.

Now, over the years we have been to
Toronto MANY times. But we’ve nev-
er actually vacationed there. Toronto
was simply the crossroad along the
way to elsewhere.

This time around the thought came
to mind as follows:

“What if we treated Toronto as if we
were visiting Rome, Lisbon, London
or the like?”

“What do you mean?”

“I mean, what if Toronto was a des-
tination instead? What if we vaca-
tioned there?”

After much back and forth the idea
began to gain momentum and before
we knew it booking began to happen.

We stayed in a hotel right down-
town within walking distance of
loads of local attractions and a block

from the subway. We spent some time
researching, put a loose schedule to-
gether, and away we went.

It is shocking how much your per-
spective can change with a simple
shift of your mindset. Everything we
saw, everything we did, felt new and
compelling.

We went to the Royal Ontario Mu-
seum, spending time in the special
Auschwitz exhibit. Powerful. We
spent the better part of a day wander-
ing the halls of Casa Loma somewhat
shocked that this giant urban castle
was essentially a two-person home.

Eventually we wandered the com-
munities of Kensington and China-
town, sampling various types of food
along the way.

Renting bikes from the local bike
share program we made our way via
a 90-second ferry ride to the islands
just across the water from the CN
Tower and spent the morning explor-
ing wildlife in the shadow of the most
urban setting in Canada.

My wife joked that we, as two rural
folks, managed to travel to Toronto
and find all the rural things to do.

It was true we were astounded by
how much wildlife, park infrastruc-
ture, and natural beauty could be
found along the lakeshore of Toron-

geEDITORIAL > VIEWPOINTS > LETTERS

to. There were amazing beaches and
public art installations, flanked by
spectacular parks and restaurants.

We spent a good 30 minutes sitting
on a rock at the water’s edge in a shel-
tered bay watching mallard ducks
swim around and the only clue that
we weren’t in the middle of nowhere
was a glimpse of high rises through
the trees.

Eventually we abandoned our ducks
and wandered over to a sushi restau-
rant for dinner ahead of seeing Cirque
de Soleil’s amazing show Ovo.

Over the course of seven days, we
biked 15 km and our step count al-
most reached 100,000, or more than 75
km of walking. Toronto is definitely a
great city for pedestrians.

We easily enjoyed ourselves as much
as we did in Rome or Lisbon ... the key
was all in our mindset. We went into
the vacation believing that Toronto
was more than just a stopover along
the way to somewhere else.

Canada is amazing. There is much to
see and do, far more than we realize
because we often adopt the “we have
to leave home to have fun” mindset
when planning a trip.

The next time you plan a vacation
consider a Canadian destination—
you might be surprised at how much
fun you have.

h
Letter

The Voice welcomes letters from
readers on local and regional issues
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are less likely
to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful.

The Voice reserves the right to edit,
condense, or reject any submission.
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policy

Please include your full name, ad-
dress, and phone number for ver-
ification purposes. Your name and
city will be published with your
letter. We do not print anonymous
letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.
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Community mourns local journalist as family seeks support for final farewell

By Lana Meier

The family of a beloved local journalist is asking
for the community’s help following her sudden
passing last month.

Lori Penner, a long-time writer for the Altona
Rhineland Morris Voice, the Winkler Morden Voice,
and previously the Red River Valley Echo, died June
25 at Boundary Trails Health Centre after suffering
a stroke days earlier. She was 59.

Known for her compassionate storytelling and
deep connection to the people of southern Manito-
ba, Penner built a career out of capturing the heart
of small-town life. Her writing earned her respect
across the region’s newsrooms and communities.

“She believed even the quietest corners of a town

held stories worth telling,” her family wrote. “She
poured her heart into every article she wrote.”

Penner was also a devoted mother to six children,
a grandmother of four, and a cherished partner to
Richie, her longtime companion.

In the wake of her death, the family has launched
a GoFundMe campaign to help cover funeral costs
and travel expenses so her loved ones from across
Canada could attend the service and say goodbye.

“We were unprepared for the costs that come with
saying goodbye,” the family said. “Any support—
financial or by sharing—means the world to us.”

The fundraiser is available at: www.gofundme.
com/f/in-loving-memory-of-lori-penner
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Lori Penner, a longtime community journalist, is
remembered for her heartfelt storytelling and deep
love for her family.

Concerts in the Parks kicks off this Wednesday

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Bethel Heritage Park in Winkler will
be alive with the sounds of music for
the next four Wednesday nights.

The city’s popular Concerts in the
Park series returns this week, July 9,
with a performance from songwriter
and multi-instrumentalist Scott No-
lan.

Future weeks will feature local wor-
ship band King’s Worship on July
16, oldies and classic rock from The
Cracked Eggshell July 23, and tunes
from animated movies courtesy of L
Rae & ] and A Country Princess on
July 30.

“It's a great way to bring the com-
munity together through music, and
we think we have a good variety that
should reach almost every population
out there,” says Winkler community
events coordinator Lucas Dyck, en-
couraging everyone to come celebrate
the summer weather.

The evenings will also feature food
from vendors such as Superior Smash,

Corn & Apple Festival

By Lorne Stelmach

The Morden Corn and Apple Fes-
tival has kicked off a new fundrais-
ing initiative to help support its
long-standing tradition of being fun
and free.

On July 1, the festival launched
its new 50/50 raffle, which will run
through to Sunday, Aug. 24, the final
day of the festival, when one lucky
winner’s name will be drawn at 3
p.m.

The festival remains committed to
its roots of offering free admission

/
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Winkler's Concerts in the Park series runs at Bethel Heritage Park for four weeks this month, with performances from
Scott Nolan, King's Worship, The Cracked Eggshell, and L Rae & J and A Country Princess.

the Icecycle, and Swirl and Twirl Cot-
ton Candy. And there will be cornhole
games select weeks as well.

Dyck notes they also hope to have

and complimentary features such as
fresh corn and live entertainment,
and organizers hope the new raffle
will generate the funds needed to
keep the event accessible to all.

“As costs are increasing, unfortu-
nately, even though its free, some-
body has to pay for it all at the end
of the day,” said executive director
Courtney Wall. “So we're just bring-
ing in this initiative to help raise the
extra funds ... it also gives back a little
bit with one big winner at the end of
the day.”

Proceeds from the raffle will go di-

information booths from local busi-
nesses and non-profits set up. If
you'd like to book one, contact him at
events@cityofwinkler.ca.

Concerts in the Park begins weekly
at7 p.m.

launches new 50/50

rectly toward festival expenses, up-
grades, and future planning,.

Key goals include enhancing the
power supply infrastructure to ac-
commodate more food trucks and
increasing the entertainment budget
to bring in higher-profile musical acts
and artists.

Organizers also plan to invest in ex-
panding the festival’s most popular
areas despite the space limitations of
its downtown Morden location.

“If the festival has more funds, may-
be we can get bigger bands and we
can increase and do more of what

people want at the end of the day,”
said Wall. “I think when people un-
derstand we need a little bit of com-
munity assistance ... I think we will
get the support.”

Supporters can visit cornandapple.
com or scan the QR codes posted on
posters throughout Morden to pur-
chase tickets. They are also available
at the festival office at 13-379 Stephen
Street. Additionally, the festival will
host a number of pop-up ticket sales
events throughout the summer.
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Wiﬁkler celebrates
Canada Day, CultureFest

Winkler's Canada Day festivities included musical
entertainment and educational displays from
10 countries as part of this year's CultureFest,
kid's activities inside the exhibition centre, a
petting zoo, food trucks, and evening stage
performances from Seven Pines and Brothers
Keep. Top left: Jason Lepine and Lionel Desjarlias
on the CultureFest stage. Right: Leo Sharma
performs. Left: A few of the cultural display
booths where visitors

N could get their

passports stamped.
Bottom, left: bubble
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Colert Beach was packed July 1 for Morden's
Canada Day Beach Blast, which included live stage
entertainment, asandcastle contest, and fireworks
to cap it all off. Despite a truly awe-inspiring
lightning storm and heavy rain, the fireworks went

off with abang just a few minutes behind schedule
after the

Beach Blast at
Lake Minnewasta

storm system /
moved on.
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Winkler Arts & Culture sees visitor numbers double

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The past year was a busy one for
Winkler Arts & Culture, filled with
partnerships new and old, communi-
ty engagement, and plenty of varied
programming, the board of directors
shared at their annual meeting last
month.

Board chair Valerie Klassen said a
highlight for 2024 was “definitely the
growth in participants and attendees
to our gallery—we’ve been seeing
that really come up in a nice, gradual
increase.”

In fact, a total of 3,715 people came
through the gallery’s doors in 2024—
more than double the year before.
That number includes 1,759 general
visitors and 1,956 people attending
one of the 38 events or workshops
held through the year.

Strengthening community ties con-
tinues to be a focus for the organiza-
tion, and to that end another highlight
was the gallery’s burgeoning partner-
ship with the Winkler Heritage Soci-
ety.

Klassen called it one of the arts cen-
tre’s most meaningful accomplish-
ments of the year, as it resulted in the
society preparing to move its muse-
um and archives into unused space at
the Park St. gallery.

“This collaboration has laid the
groundwork for our future joint proj-
ects aimed at preserving and celebrat-
ing the cultural and historical narra-
tive of our region,” she shared in her
report. “It is our shared belief that the
arts and heritage are deeply intercon-
nected and vital to the Winkler com-

.
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Winkler Arts and Culture saw a huge increase in the number of people coming
through the doors of its Park St. gallery in 2024.

munity identity.”

Welcoming the society to the arts
centre will be financially beneficial
to both non-profits, Klassen noted, as
they can share operational costs while
also hopefully drawing in even more
visitors.

WAC also continued its collabora-
tions with Regional Connections Im-
migrant Services, hosting monthly
Newcomer Welcome evenings, and
with numerous local businesses who
have generously supported various
programming, which ranged from
workshops to ongoing arts classes to
live music nights.

Looking to the future, the WAC
board is currently working on its stra-
tegic planning, Klassen shared, and
they're leaning heavily on the feed-
back received from last year’s com-
munity survey.

“Doing the community survey was
a good way to get the community’s

Chalk the City is back

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Winkler Arts and Culture (WACQ) is
gearing up for Chalk the City 2025,
and they need your help to make it a
success.

The art gallery is once again inviting
Winklerites to bring some colour to
the community with their sidewalk
art creations.

“This year we're doing it for four
weeks instead of eight, and we’ll have
a prize draw every week,” says pro-
gram assistant Jane Unruh Thiesen.

Prizes will include gift cards or
vouchers to the gallery and local
restaurants and retailers. Each sub-
mission will also get a coupon for a
free Big Cool slushie at Gardenland
Co-op.

The campaign has been a big hit the
past few years.

“We really love that it gets people
outside and creating art however they
want,” says Unruh Thiesen. “You can
do it at home, you can do it in the
park—all you need is a piece of chalk.
We love seeing people get creative
with it.”

The campaign will run July 14-18,
July 21-25, July 28 to Aug. 1, and Aug.
4-8. You are welcome to enter chalk
art in multiple weeks for a chance to
win. All ages and skill levels are en-
couraged to take part; winners are se-
lected randomly.

To enter, simply send a photo of
your work to WAC through their
website (winklerarts.com/chalk-the-
city-2025) so they can share it on so-
cial media.

“Every day we’ll be posting stories
and photos featuring the submissions

insights into what they’re looking for
and hoping for from us,” she said.
“Now we've started as a board to
look at that and have conversations
about how that structures us going
forward.”

The gallery is committed to continu-
ing to expand its arts education pro-
gramming.

“In 2024, we increased our focus on
education initiatives, partnering with
local schools for tours that included
an activity, summer kids arts camps,
artist-led workshops, and new youth
programming,” Klassen said, noting
they intend to do more of that in 2025,
and hopefully grow the number of
classes aimed at adults as well. “We
have done really well with the chil-
dren’s programming, but we definite-
ly see the need for more adult-friend-
ly or adult-targeted classes.”

Shining a spotlight on local talent is
another key element of WAC’s work.

Last year they hosted 10 exhibitions
featuring hundreds of pieces of art,
most of them made by southern Man-
itoban artists.

“We really want to promote local
artists and creators of all disciplines,”
Klassen stressed, encouraging artists
to reach out to the gallery for infor-
mation about getting their art up on
the walls or in the gallery’s gift shop.
“We’re working on filing up our cal-
endar for 2026 and just want to make
sure that emerging artists are aware
that they can reach a wider audience
by setting up in our shop.”

Financially, WAC ended the fiscal
year in the black with a surplus of just
over $7,000—a welcome change from
the $13,000 deficit of the year before
owing to increases in both grants and
rental income.

“We’ve seen an increase in rentals,”
Klassen said, sharing that they hope
to grow that further by promoting
themselves as a venue for small wed-
dings or other social gatherings. “We
definitely want to take a look at that
and how do we get that out to our
community.”

Klassen voiced thanks for the gal-
lery’s staff and team of dedicated vol-
unteers who keep everything running
so smoothly.

“We have so many volunteers help-
ing us out, and we need them all,” she
said, encouraging people interested
in getting involved to reach out. “We
could certainly use more volunteers,
both staffing the gallery and even on
the board of directors as well.”

/

.

v

FILE PHOTO

Some of the entries in last summer’s Chalk the City event, which launches next

week and runs until Aug. 8.

we're getting,” Unruh Thiesen says.
“And then at the end of the week,
before announcing the winners, we’ll

post a big round up of all the photos
we received for that week.”
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Winkler Main Street restoratlon is underway
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Ultra-fast, reliable internet
for Manitobans.

VALLEY FIBER

The Future of Internetis Local.

Valley Fiber is committed to delivering a fiber internet network that rural communities
deserve. Stream movies, make video calls and more - and never worry about lag time
or inconsistent signals. We're there for you like a good neighbour.

As not all homes are on our fiber line,
availability may vary. Check website for
eligibility for fiber and wireless internet.

Sign up online or by phone.

shop.valleyfiber.ca | 1-800-958-5698

The long-awaited resurfacing work on Winkler's Main St. got underway last week
Thursday. Manitoba Transportation and Infrastructure, which has responsibility
for the provincial road, are replacing the aging asphalt from Hwy. 14 all the way
down to Stanley Ave. Main St. will remain open to local traffic as work continues,
but residents are encouraged find alternate routes to avoid delays and give the
construction crews space to work safely. The project is expected to be completed
in three to four weeks.
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Morden Area Foundation celebrates spring grants, bursaries

By Lorne Stelmach

The reward for its efforts was on
display last week as the Morden Area
Foundation presented several new
grants along with other previously
announced ones.

It included the next series of Learn
and Return Health Care Bursaries as
well as Morden Collegiate Youth in
Philanthropy grants along with funds
from the most recent Power of the
Purse event.

All of the grants and contributions
combined meant the foundation has
given away over $311,000 this year,
noted chairperson Sue Nelson.

“So that's pretty impressive that all
that money is going into the commu-
nity,” she said, noting investing in the
community this way is what the foun-
dation is all about.

“We don’t do the doing. We have the
endowment fund that provides the
funds every year ... and we have the
wonderful opportunity to give out
money to the organizations that are
doing such wonderful work, and we
have incredible organizations in this
community.”

One highlight of the evening was
the new spring grant recipients; there
were seven recipients who are receiv-
ing a portion of $42,376 in funding
(see sidebar at right for details).

In addition, the foundation also an-
nounced 19 recipients of the health
care bursary receiving a share of
$26,500. The Youth in Philanthropy
grants and the Bill and Linda Fehr
scholarship recipients were also rec-
ognized.

Nelson said the foundation was
pleased to add a second round of an-
nual grants this year.

“This is the first time that we’ve had
a spring granting session, so that’s

we just do a fall granting session and
award all our grants at Christmas-
time, but we have two intakes now.

“We decided to pair it with the Learn
and Return Health Care Bursaries too.
This is the second year for them,” she
noted. “And Youth in Philanthropy
is a program for the school where the
kids learn about philanthropy and
how to assess organizations and how
to go out and find organizations for
grants.

“We give them $5,000 and they de-
cide where they want to give their
money,” she explained. “That’s real-
ly wonderful. We're excited to have
the Youth in Philanthropy back in the
high school. We did have it a number
of years ago, but it had been dormant
for some time.”

Nelson noted presenting the Learn
and Return bursaries feels especially
meaningful.

“It was a homegrown response to a
need, so that’s fabulous that a small
group—Pat Gibson and Marilyn
Skubovius—talked about how are
we going to meet our need for more
health care providers,” she said. “The
foundation is the perfect vehicle and
perfect format to enable that to hap-
pen.

“The fund is approaching $600,000,
which means we will be able to give
away around $30,000 every year ...
we would really love it to be a million
dollars.”

Nelson now looks forward to when
the foundation can hand out further
grants later this year.

“We always have lots of grant ap-
plications and lots of people are do-
ing wonderful things, so we're really,
really happy to support them. We are
trying to get a diverse group of sup-
port across the community ... we are
always looking for what the commu-

exciting for us,” she said. “Usually nity feels that it need.”
4 N
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The Youth in Philanthropy program gave back $5,000 to worthy local projects

and non-profits.
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The Morden Area Foundation presented a total of $26,500 in Learn and Return
Health Care bursaries to 19 recipients last week.

~
* GRANT RECIPIENTS

The Morden Area Foundation
presented a variety of new grants
and payments and acknowledged
a number of previously announced
donations last week. Here is a sum-
mary of the presentations:

SPRING GRANTS

Total of $44,000 including the fol-
lowing;:

* Morden Farmers’ Market: sig-
nage - $1,000.

* Regional Connections: lease-
hold improvements for new build-
ing project - $10,000.

* Morden fire and police rink
committee: renewal of the outdoor
facility - $18,000.

e Central Manitoba Choral As-
sociation: Central Manitoba youth
choir - $5,000.

e City of Morden: basketball
court - $4,000.

* Morden Christmas Cheer Board:
food and gift packs - $5,000.

* Pembina Valley Pregnancy Care
Centre: baby care basics - $1,000.

In addition, there was a separate
$25,000 contribution as a matching
grant for the Stanley Trails Com-
munity Pathway project.

LEARN AND RETURN

There were 19 recipients of bursa-
ries, and the $26,500 total included
$12,287 from the foundation fund
and $11,443 in investment income
from the bursary fund.

The foundation also highlighted a
number of other contributions:

* Morden Masonic Lodge nurs-
ing scholarship - $935.

\

e Richard and Emma Krueger
scholarship - $306.
e Fehr Family Fund - $1,529.

YOUTH IN PHILANTHROPY

* Youth for Christ: commercial
espresso coffee machine - $1,400.

e Morden Collegiate Youth in
Philanthropy: school garden -
$1,881.67.

* Pembina Valley Humane So-
ciety: improvement of dogs back-
yard play area - $1,718.33.

POWER OF THE PURSE

The foundation also formally pre-
sented the grants from the annual
Power of the Purse held this past
spring. The recipients included:

* Douglas Kuhl School of Music:
string orchestra programs for stu-
dents - $5,200.

e Pembina Hills Arts Council:
free drop-in art open studio pro-
gram - $6,000.

* Big Brothers Big Sisters of the
Pembina Valley: GROW (guidance,
resilience, opportunity and well-
ness) youth workshops - $5,500.

e Child & Family Services of Cen-
tral Manitoba Foundation - Chance
2 Camp/ Chance 2 Grow - $6,000.

The foundation also highlighted
$77,752.48 presented as part of its
fall granting program in late 2024
as well as $92,441 in monies gen-
erated in the first quarter of 2025
as investment and interest income
on various targeted funds under
the umbrella of the Morden Area
Foundation.




By Lorne Stelmach

It was having some exposure to how
much was happening at 500 Stephen
Community Centre that led Kevin
Driedger to go for the executive direc-
tor role at the Morden facility.

While serving with the Pembina
Valley Local Immigration Partnership
(PVLIP), the Winkler native worked
one day a week at 500 Stephen.

“I really liked what was going on
here, and I really liked this organi-
zation, so when the director position
came open, I immediately jumped at
it,” he shared.

“It's something I wasn’t really antic-
ipating,” Driedger said of his return
to Morden-Winkler, but he is excited
about doing “the work of hospitali-
ty, providing a space for individuals
and organizations, that work is really
meaningful for me ... and supporting
all the other non-profit agencies and
groups that make use of this space
and how we can provide a good
supportive space and resources for

them.”

Driedger grew up in Winkler, but
later moved to the U.S. and built a life
there for 30 years.

During his time south of the border,
he worked for a large library and was
later the director of a retreat centre.

“I was director of a non-profit retreat
centre for four years ... and I had been
on the board for non-profits as well,
so I bring some leadership experience
into this kind of work,” said Driedger,
who noted he returned to the Pembi-
na Valley to be closer to family.

He was then at PVLIP and had the
opportunity to get to know and work
with many of the organizations that
use 500 Stephen.

“I come with a lot of connections al-
ready then,” Driedger said. “As well
I've worked with some of the other
community centres like Central Sta-
tion in Winkler and The Community
Exchange in Altona.”

Driedger especially values that there
is so much community-building hap-
pening at the centre on a daily basis,
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Morden community centre welcomes new executive director

making the role of executive director
both interesting and challenging, es-
pecially on busy days such as when
the Many Hands Resource Centre is
running its food bank.

“So there’s challenges, but there’s
also a lot of excitement to see who all
can be served in this space and how
this space can work for people.”

Driedger stressed he has a deep ap-
preciation for the role of this place in
the community and for all the work of
supporting other organizations and
individuals that support the people
of Morden. He wants to continue to
make 500 Stephen a welcoming and
supportive place for all who come
through the doors.

“One of my big goals is as a space to
make this as welcoming and hospita-
ble a place as possible where people
will really feel like this space was pre-
pared for them.”

Driedger said he will be “looking
at how we can better support all the
other non-profits and agencies in this
community because we’re all living
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SUPPLIED PHOTO
Kevin Driedger is the new executive
director of 500 Stephen.

on threads and trying to make do
with a little, so how can we help build
a network and just provide some sup-
ports that individual organizations by
themselves can’t manage.”

Car show raises $1,000 for 500 Stephen

-
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500 Stephen Community Centre brought the community together for a car show
Saturday at Morden Plaza. There was complementary food and drink samples

MORRIS « CARMAN
ST. PIERRE - ST. ADOLPHE

from area
restaurants along
with other food
and music, and
a raffle helped
contribute to the
event raising in
the area of $1,000
for the centre's
programming.
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Carillon’'s Cody Wielgosh barely beats the tag by Orioles Jaren Hildebrand at second base in Sunday’s MJBL double-header, which the two teams split.

By Lorne Stelmach

The Altona Bisons” woes continued into the final
week of the regular season.

They first dropped both ends of a Canada Day
doubleheader in falling 15-0 and 12-5 to the Caril-
lon Sultans, and then a July 6 doubleheader ended
with losses of 12-2 and 7-0 to Interlake.

In game one against Carillon, the Sultans put runs
on the board in every inning concluding with seven
runs on six hits in the fifth inning. Hits were 10-1 in
favour of Carillon.

Altona was more competitive in the second game,
as Carillon only had a 7-6 edge in hits, but the Sul-
tans sealed the deal with five runs on three hits in
the top of the sixth inning.

In game one with Interlake, it was six runs in the

bottom of the fourth inning that did in the Bisons
followed by four more in the bottom of the sixth.
Hits overall were 12-5 in favour of the Blue Jays.

Then in game two, Interlake sealed the deal with
seven runs in the bottom of the first inning.

Meanwhile, the Pembina Valley Orioles kicked off
their stretch run last Tuesday with an 11-7 win over
Winnipeg South. They followed that up by edging
St. Boniface 7-5 Friday evening.

A Sunday doubleheader then saw Carillon take
game one 10-7, but the Orioles rebounded with a
12-2 victory in game two.

Against Winnipeg South, the Orioles broke the
game wide open with nine runs on just two hits in-
cluding a grand slam home run by Owen Goertzen,
who led the way with five RBIs on his two hits.

The game against St. Boniface was tied until Mike

Heppner singled to score the winning run in the
bottom of the seventh inning. The Legionaires had
the edge in hits at 12-8.

The Orioles outhit Carillon 11-9 in game one but
the Sultans scored five runs on two hits in the top
of the seventh. Karsten Peters went three for four at
the plate, including a solo home run.

In game two, Pembina Valley collected 14 hits and
drove home all 12 of their runs in the first inning
for the victory. The Orioles had five players collect
two hits.

The Orioles and Bisons both had one regular sea-
son game remaining at press time, with Pembina
Valley set to face Carillon Tuesday and Altona to
meet St. Boniface Wednesday.

The Orioles were in third place at 13-10 while the
Bisons were in the cellar at 0-23.

Winkler Storm trounce visiting Winnipeg FC

By Ashleigh Viveiros

evening.
The Winkler Storm added a second

the visiting Winnipeg FC 5-0 Sunday

keeper Sam Fast.

ing all comers in net for Winkler was

Major Soccer League’s Division 1.
This weekend the Storm host UDM

win to their record in a resounding
way last weekend.
The team won their game against

Amery Roberts had a two-goal night
while Emil Rhode, Marcelo Froese,
and Tobias Morasch each contribut-
ed singles en route to victory. Deny-

With that, Winkler is at 2-2-1 for the
summer so far, good for seven points
and a spot in the middle of the pack
amongst the 10 teams in the Manitoba

Sunday at 5 p.m. at the 15th St. field in
Winkler. They then play SWB in Win-
nipeg next Tuesday night.

Whips in first as Border Baseball League season winds down

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The final game of the Border Base-
ball League regular season took place
this week Tuesday, with local teams
the Winkler Whips and the Morden

Mud Hens squaring off in Morden.
Results were not available at press
time Monday, but the outcome will
finalize the league’s East Division
standings, which right now has the
Whips in first place at 9-4, the Altona

Bisons in second at 6-5-2, Morden in
third at 6-6-1, and the Carman Cardi-
nals in last place at 5-8-1.

The Bisons closed out the regular
season with a 6-1 victory over Morden
Friday night and a 7-0 rout against the

Pilot Mound Pilots Sunday.

Winkler, meanwhile, crushed the
Holland A’s 14-4 Thursday night and
then beat the Carman Cardinals 11-5
on Friday.



Sweeping changes to World
Curling broom standards

By Siobhan Maas

Effective June 20th, World Curling
(WC) has adjusted their compliance
regulations for curling brooms in WC
competitions—which includes the
Olympics— based on sweep testing
that took place at the Morris Cargill
Curling Training Centre (CCTC) in
May.

For three days, the CCTC was cen-
tre ice for broom manufacturers from
around the world, world-class curling
ice makers Greg Ewasko of Beause-
jour, current chief ice technician for
Curling Canada, and former Olympic
chief ice technician Hans Wuthrich of
Gimli, as well as several athletes from
across the country, including Brett
Gallant and Kates Lawes, who acted
as test sweepers.

“The world was in Morris to test
existing brooms already on market
in use by various companies,” ex-
plained Level 4 NCCP Olympic coach
and host Lorne Hamblin. Together
with wife Chris, the Hamblins hosted
the event organized by WC director
Jill Officer and designed by former
WC vice-president Graham Prouse.
“Broom performance was compared
against each other, with the manufac-

turers watching.”

Many curling brooms currently on
the market are made using multiple
components, including sleeves or
covers over moulded foam, bringing
into question the accuracy of the dif-
ferent foams used.

“There is science to the testing,” said
Hamblin. “With the CTCC’s Canadi-
an rock thrower, we have achieved
accuracy of 99.9 per cent on every
throw.”

Throw consistency eliminates vari-
ability from the throw itself, allowing
the broom’s impact to be the primary
focus. Only two curling rocks were
used in the testing—one control rock
and one sweeping rock—to contain
and control the results.

“After each throw, we weren’t al-
lowed to push the rock down the
ice,”  Hamblin explained. “Instead,
we dragged the rock back on a plas-
tic board because even slight wear
between throws can affect perfor-
mance.”

To maintain a high level of consis-
tency, “we threw over 2,000 rocks,”
Hamblin noted.

The outcome of the testing has
prompted changes to World Curling
standards. Several broom models are
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The results of sweep testing at the Morris Cargill Curling Training Centre this
spring has led the World Curling organization to make changes to what brooms
are allowed in its competitions, which includes the Olympics.

now disqualified from competitions,
including BalancePlus RS with Firm
2.0 foam, Goldline Impact with Evad-
er foam, Hardline Ice Pad with Com-
petitive foam, and SmartBroom by
Curling Tools with its current foam.

The updated regulations require
component-style brooms to use soft-
er, less-firm foams, ensuring greater
minimum compression and promot-
ing fairer play.

While this was an interim step to
move the sport of curling forward
from processes established in 2016, the

game continues to modernize along-
side elite performance. Longer-term
testing processes will continue.

“Fast forward to 2025, any new prod-
uct needs to be sent for testing,” said
Hamblin. “This testing is about what
athletes want to try and is unique be-
cause it brings everyone together in a
cooperative atmosphere.”

Full details of the regulation changes
can be found at worldcurling.org.

Central Energy to host national fastpitch championships in Winkler and Morden

By Lana Meier

Two southern Manitoba cities will
welcome the country’s top young
softball players this summer, as the
Central Energy Ul5 AAA female
team prepares to host the 2025 Cana-
dian Fastpitch Championships.

From Aug. 13 to 17, Winkler and
Morden will jointly host the Softball
Canada 15U AAA Female and Male
National Championships — marking
the first time both tournaments will
take place in the same location on the
same dates.

“This is the first time in any fastpitch
category the female and male nation-
al championships will be held at the
same location on the same dates,”
said Gilles LeBlanc, manager of oper-
ations with Softball Canada.

The combined event will see 31
teams from across the country com-
pete at local diamonds, with up to 500
athletes and officials expected to at-
tend. Organizers say the tournament
will have a major economic impact
and help grow the game regionally.

“Softball has given our families so

many great experiences and we are
thrilled to be able to give back to the
sport and the region,” said nation-
al co-chairs Kristi Guilford and Tara
Pettinger.

The host team — Central Energy
U15 AAA female — is made up of
12 athletes and a coaching staff from
the Central Manitoba region. Assis-
tant coach and team manager Kevin
Convery said the players are looking
forward to competing in front of fam-
ily, friends and the next generation of
minor ball athletes.

“They are really looking forward to
having minor ball players of all ages
come cheer them on,” Convery said.
“They hope to inspire a whole new
generation of fastpitch athletes who
will love the game as much as they
do.”

Softball Canada and Softball Mani-
toba extended thanks to the host com-
munities and the many volunteers
and sponsors who are helping make
the event possible. Organizers are still
seeking local volunteers and spon-
sors, with more information available
at www.softball.ca/ul5womens.
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The Central Energy U15 AAA female team will serve as host for the 2025 Canadian
Fastpitch Championships, taking place Aug. 13-17 in Winkler and Morden. Back
row (from left): Shayanne Goertzen, Blaine Wiebe, Shayna Driedger, Hailey
Baldwin, Kylie Wiebe, Ella Conrad. Front row (from left): Amelia Wytinck, Sinead
Convery, Kelsey Dyck, Payton Manness, Bree Pearce and Zoey Shantz.
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Classifieds

Book Your Classified Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

SCRAP METAL

Buyer for all farmyard
scrap, machinery and
autos. No item too
large! Best prices paid,
cash in hand. Phone Alf
at 204-461-1649.

EMPLOYMENT

BORDER LAND
SCHOOL DIVISION

Border Land School Division invites applicants for a

FULL-TIME FINANCE
ASSISTANT FOR THE
PAYROLL DEPARTMENT

IN ALTONA, MB

WANTED

Firearms wanted.
Looking for all un-
wanted firearms. Fully
licensed for both non-
restricted and restrict-
ed. Anywhere from
individual items to es-
tates. Cash buyer, pay-
ing top dollar. Please
call or text Adam at
204-795-2850.

Please support our advertisers

SHOP LOCAL

Career Opportunity - Job Posting
Watershed District Manager

The Pembina Valley Watershed District (PVWD) is seeking a highly motivated individual to fill the full-time (40
hours/week) permanent position of District Manager. The position start date is flexible, with an approximate
start date of September 2, 2025. The district currently has three offices throughout the district, the head office
in Manitou, MB and satellite offices in both Altona, MB and Killarney, MB. The Manager position is based out of
Manitou, but some work from home and/or other offices is acceptable and can be negotiated at time of hire.

Reporting to a local Board of Directors, the District Manager is responsible for:

Reporting to, representing, and acting on behalf of the Board on all aspects of District activities
Overseeing day-to-day activities, provide guidance and leadership to staff

Maintaining communication/liaison with staff, board, stakeholders, partners, municipalities, government
Actively pursuing funding opportunities

Providing technical information and advice on natural resource management issues

Formulate Board programs/policies for Board approval, delivery, and administration

Promotion of overall Pembina Valley Watershed District objectives

R RXAR

General Qualifications:
¥ Supervisory, leadership, human resource training and experience

Experience managing a diverse team performing a wide variety of tasks

Excellent organizational skills to manage multiple work files, prioritize and manage time

Project management and budgeting experience

Strong problem solving, analytical and decision-making skills

Strong people skills with the ability to collaborate with diverse stakeholder groups

Strong verbal communication skills with experience giving presentations to a variety of audiences

Strong written communication skills with experience authoring technical reports, business

correspondence and grant writing

¥ Digital organization working with databases, spreadsheets and documents organizing information such
as budgets, project management, outcomes, and monitoring.

¥ Communication experience with various media including websites, social media, print and radio.

¥ Graduate from a recognized post-secondary institution with specialization in environmental studies,
natural resources management, a related discipline or an equivalent combination of education and
experience

¥ Understanding of environmental issues on the landscape and agricultural best management practices

X Experience related to ecosystem function and/or landscape ecology

¥ Understanding of Watershed Management Planning, Source Water Protection Assessments and
Surface Water Management Planning

X Experience using Microsoft Office Suite applications including Outlook, Word, PowerPoint, Excel,

Teams, or equivalent software applications

Understanding of GIS and GPS technologies

Must be legally entitled to work in Canada and have a valid Class 5 Driver's license

Must be willing and able to work variable hours as needed

Must be willing and able to travel within Manitoba, including overnight stays as needed

R RXA
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Your cover letter and resumé must clearly exhibit how you meet the qualifications.

Please send your resume, 3 references & salary expectations to:
Bill Howatt, PYWD Chairman

Email: administrator@pvwd.ca
261 Main St, Box 659, Manitou, MB ROG 1G0

Application Deadline: Thursday July 31, 2025 @ 4:00pm
PVWD would like to thank all applicants; however, only applicants selected for an interview will be contacted.
A more detailed job description can be found at www.pvwd.ca

MISCELLANEOUS

Want to save those
old records, VHS, and
cassettes? Get them
digitized! Just email:
calebgiesbrecht01@
gmail.com or text 204-
872-1305.

NOTICES

URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a
newsworthy item to
announce? An exciting
change in operations?
Though we cannot
guarantee publication,
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right
hands for ONLY $35 +
GST/HST. Call MCNA
204-947-1691 for more
information. See www.
mcna.com under the
“Types of Advertising”
tab for more details.

{(/mcna

Response Builder
Advertising

WORKS!

« GET SEEN by over
360,000 Manitoba
Homes!
Create instant top of
mind awareness
Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event
We format it, to
make it look great!
Starting at $239.00
(includes 35 lines of
space)
The ads blanket the
province and run in
MCNA's 31 Manitoba
community
newspapers
« Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

www.mcha.com

NOTICES

ARE YOU HIRING FOR
SUMMER?  SELLING
LAND? HAVING AN
EVENT? Let us help
you book a blanket
classified ad! You will
be seen in the 31 Mem-
ber Newspapers, in
over 368,000+ homes
in  Manitoba. Please
call 204-467-5836 or
MCNA at 204-947-
1691 for more details
or to book ads. Take
advantage of our
great pricing! MCNA -
Manitoba Community
Newspapers Associa-
tion. www.mcna.com

Online McSherry
Auctions

Estate & Moving
July 16th @ 7:00PM

Firearms & Ammo
July 22nd @ 7:00PM

Estate & Moving
July 23rd @ 7:00PM

McSherryAuction.com
204-467-1858

or 204-886-7027
mcsherryltd@gmail.com

WANTED
GOLD &
SILVER!!!

Cash in your gold
and silver coins,
jewelry, nuggets, gold
dust, ingots, dental
gold, sterling etc.
Also BUYING ENTIRE
COIN COLLECTIONS!
Numismatics, old coins,
Royal Canadian Mint
coins, Franklin Mint
coins +++.

House calls available
for free and | cover all
of MB & SK.
Todd
204-904-9705

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Private mortgage lend-
er. All real estate types
considered. No credit
checks done. Deal di-
rect with lender and get
quick approval. Toll free
1-866-405-1228 www.
firstandsecondmort
gages.ca

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!
50,000 BATTERIES
IN STOCK
*Auto *Farm *Truck
*Construction *ATV
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Computers *Medical
*All phones *Chargers
*Marine *RV & more
Shipping/Delivery avail.
THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St.
Winnipeg
TF 1-877-775-8271
www.batteryman.ca

HEALTH

Are you suffering from
joint or arthritic pain? If
so, you owe it to your-
self to try elk velvet
antler capsules. Hun-
dreds have found relief.
Benefits humans and
pets. EVA is composed
of proteins, amino ac-
ids, minerals, lipids and
water. Key compounds
that work to stimulate
red blood cell produc-
tion & cartilage cell re-
generation & develop-
ment. Stonewood Elk
Ranch Ltd., 204-467-
8884 or e-mail stone
woodelkranch@gmail.
com

Please
support our
advertisers

SHOP
LOCAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

Administration

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF ALTONA

In accordance with Section 194 of The
Municipal Act of Manitoba, PUBLIC
NOTICE is hereby given that the audit
report and audited financial statements
for the Town of Altona for the year 2024
have been deposited with the under-
signed and are available for inspection on
the Town of Altona website or at the
Office,
Avenue during regular office hours.

Terry Fehr, CMMA
Manager of Finance

111 Centre

Book Your Classified Ad
Today - Call 467-5836

or Email
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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SUDOKU

4 1

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
§ sudoku. This
mind-bending
2 8 puzzle will have
you hooked from
3 5 the moment you
square off, so
8 sharpen your
pencil and put

your sudoku
g 4 savvy to the test!
2 5

115 319

95)

Level: intermediate
Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

P 4§ CROSSWORD )

CLUES ACROSS 2. Hormone
1. 50 percent 3. The standard monetary
5. Records electric currents unit of Turkey

8. Charlize Theron flick “__ Flux”
12. More frosty

14. Disfigure

15. Sky color

16. A thoroughfare in a town or city
18. Actress de Armas

19. Spend time in a relaxed way
20. California peak

21. Lodging option

22. Small amount of a thing

23. Expresses sorrow

26. Keeps an ear warm

30. Babies (Spanish)

31. A conceited and self-centered person
32. No seats available

33. Pouches

34. Hip joints

39. A place to bathe

42. Evading

44, Minute, one-celled unit

46. Losing one’s hair

47. A country in W Africa

49, One point north of northeast
50. Pointed end of a pen

51. Extreme

56. Norse personification of old age
57. Doctors’ group

58. Member of U.S. Navy

59. Mens’ fashion accessories
60. A way to allow

61. Gloomy

62. Grads wear one

63. Between south and southeast
64. Jaguarundi cat

4. Fixed charges

P-4 CROSSWORD)

5. Electronic communication

6. Artilleries

7. “Strangers on a Train” actor
Farley

8. Burning

9. Makes ecstatically happy

10. Greek liqueurs

11. Tropical Old World tree

13. Someone who takes
vengeance

17. Style of cuisine

24, Select

25. Inmunized against disease

26. 0ld world, new

27. Honorable title (Turkish)

28. Court case: __ v. Wade

29. Supervises interstate
commerce

35. Not divisible by two

36. Twelve

37. Commentator Coulter

38. Encourage

40. Plumbing fixtures

41. Early

42, One point north of due east

43. King of Thebes

44, Short-tailed martens

45. Impose a penalty on

47. Gonsort of Poseidon

48. A way to lessen

49. Brooklyn hoops team

52. Female of a horse

53. Do as one is told

54. A way to prepare meat

55. Unit of measurement

Scan the QR code or visit edenhealthcare.ca

CLUES DOWN
1. Snakes do it

to donate or register to ride, or call
204-325-5355 for more information.
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TOWN OF MORRIS
Invites applications for the position of
Facilities Manager

The Town of Morris is seeking a highly organized and enthusiastic individ-
ual who, under the direction of the CAO, will be responsible for oversee-
ing the comprehensive planning, organization, coordination, scheduling,
upkeep, and management of the Town of Morris’ recreation facilities and
related departments.

Facilities and areas of responsibility include the Morris Multiplex, Morris
Community Pool, Morris Splash Park, Morris Baseball Diamonds, Willow
Park, Stagecoach Park, Morris Area Recreation, and the Morris Daycare
Centre.

Qualifications and skills necessary include:

o Post-secondary education in Recreation Management or a related field
and/or a suitable combination of education and experience. Experience
in a municipal environment would be considered an asset.

« Demonstrated experience in the development, implementation, and
delivery of a wide range of recreation services.

o Proven budgeting and financial management experience.

o Experience managing recreation facilities with an understanding of local

recreation, culture, and tourism is considered an asset.

Demonstrated experience in leadership, staff supervision, and training.

« Strong communication skills with the ability to interact effectively with

the public, staff, and stakeholders.

Ability to problem solve, make decisions, demonstrate initiative, and

work as a flexible team player.

« Experience with facility maintenance, including HVAC and outdoor
grounds upkeep, is considered an asset.

Job Details:

Full-time (70 hours biweekly. Salary based on qualifications. A municipal
benefits package is available after a 6-month probation period. The pri-
mary job location will be the Morris Multiplex, located at 380 Stampede
Grounds.

A full job description is available at www.townofmorris.ca
Please submit your application by 5:00 PM on July 4, 2025, to:
Arien Peterson, Facilities Manager
Email: facilitiesmanager@townofmorris.ca
Phone: 204-746-2531

Thank you to all who apply. Only those selected
for an interview will be contacted.
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GRADUATION

Congratulations Hailey
We are very proud of your academic
achievements.
- Grandma T., Grandma and Grandpa R.
and Dad..

THANK YOU

Mark’s family would like to thank you for
sharing in the celebration of his life. Thank
you from the bottom of our hearts for helping
us through this difficult time. Your presence,
your condolences, your shared memories all
truly comforted us. The trees planted in Mark’s
memory will be a living tribute to him. We
hope the donations made in Mark’s memory to
the Bruce & Anne Oake Recovery Centre will
support and encourage others.

-The Ching Family

nnouncements

Lori Penner

It is with great sadness that the Manitoba
Community Newspaper Association (MCNA)
offers our deepest condolences to the family,
friends and co-workers of Lori Penner upon
her sudden and unexpected passing. Lori was
kind and well loved in her community. She was
also a dedicated and award-winning journalist
to a few of our MCNA newspapers. We extend
our deepest sympathy to all those who knew
her in the community and who will miss her
dearly, as well as to all of those who had the
honour of working with her. Rest in Peace.

Kenton Harder
1986 - 2019

Byron Harder
1988 - 2024

My boys together in heaven, | never would have thought.
Byron your body was so tired, and when asked “| feel like a rough old bear”, and if | should die,
don’t worry, | will be in heaven with Kenton and Jesus.

So off you went to Heaven, no time to say good bye, you missed your brother, so you had to go.
Visions of you both, as happy as can be, you boys know the mystery, the rest of wait to see.
So many there to greet you, to love you without cease, meeting Saint’s and prophets, with life
battles all deceased. Kenton, it’s been six years’ since you went to your heavenly home and
how your children have grown. Isabelle is graduating, a moment to behold. Chase and Kitt drive
motorcycle like the wind, some accidents do occur, so grandpa preaches Safety like an officer
surely would!
Keziah is a trickster, a trap she waits to set, waiting for you to turn, so coffee she can sip. Leah
such a big heart, drawing is her thing, driving the quad too fast, having a blast.
Byron, your mama is looking after your cats, a reminder of you every day, oh how we miss your
presence on our yard every day.
Your room has a peace, like no other in the house, so we go there to visit, as a reminder of the
Godly man you were.
So boy’s, our lives are forever changed without you here, your names cross our lips every day as
if you were here.
We see you in our memories, that no one can take away, and continue to love you like no words
could ever say.
So cheer us on from Heaven, as we toil day to day, waiting for the day we get to see you both
again.

- Missing You & Loving you Always

OBITUARY

Lorna Lawson

On June 25, 2025, Lorna Lee Lawson (nee Brown) of Miami,
MB passed away at Health Sciences Center after a short but
aggressive battle with cancer.

She leaves behind her husband Glenn, who she was married to
for 46 years, as well as her daughter Arvel (Brian) of Mannville, AB
and son Paul (Theresa) of Altamont, MB. She also leaves behind
her two sisters, Emily (Terry) Hunter of Winnipeg, MB and Burna
(Jim) Wilton of Guelph, ON and her sister-in-law Linda Griffin of
Moose Jaw, SK and her brother-in-law Grant (Joan) Lawson of
Brandon, MB. She will be missed by her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, along with many cousins and dear friends.

Lorna was predeceased by her parents, Harry and Edith Brown
and her in-laws John and Myrtle Lawson.

Lorna grew up on a farm outside of Roland, MB where she
developed her love of trees, animals, birds and open spaces. She loved horse back riding with her
Dad and often shared memories of their long talks during these rides. Once she graduated high
school, Lorna completed her medical secretary training before working in this field in Southern
Manitoba and then Haida Gwaii, British Columbia. Though Haida Gwaii captured her heart, she
decided to move back to Manitoba and went on to marry Glenn in 1979. While raising her family,
Lorna worked as a Public Servant for the RCMP for thirty-six and a half years. She received the
Queen’s Jubilee Award in 2002 for her professional and community work in ‘D’ Division. Lorna
loved her family and could often be found sewing uniforms or costumes into the wee hours of
the morning, attending her children’s sporting events, supporting her parents, volunteering in the
community and baking her famous flax buns for gatherings.

Lorna will be remembered for her beautiful smile, generous spirt and kind disposition. To know
Lorna, was to know love. She was so proud of her children and loved her family and friends. She
was an avid sports fan, enthusiastically cheering on the Winnipeg Jets each season. She enjoyed
curling and travelled to many Briers, Scotties and World Qualifiers. She shared a love of music
with her husband Glenn, attending many concerts over the years. She also loved time at Pelican
Lake, Gimli (Willow Island) and Steep Rock with her family. Being a night owl, you could count
on her to visit into the early hours of the morning, while watching the stars, Northern Lights and
Meteor Showers. Her happy place at home was her backyard firepit, where she grew flowers,
enjoyed bird watching, cuddled her cats and dogs and hosted many gatherings for family and
friends. In her retirement, she discovered Parksville, BC and absolutely loved walking amongst
the big trees of Rathtrevor Park and on the ocean floor when the tide was out. Lorna was an
active member of her book club and recently published a book of memoirs for her family.

Lorna was fortunate to take a trip back in time in the summer of 2023, when she travelled back
to Haida Gwaii after 50 years away. These Islands held a special place in her heart and returning
gave her the chance to re-connect with old friends, meet the children of old friends and show her
daughter and son-in-law the magic of Haida Culture and Art.

Lorna accepted her cancer diagnosis with courage, remaining hopeful, staying strong and
making her own decisions until the very end. A special thanks to all those who supported Lorna
since her diagnosis at the end of April. In her final days, she was surrounded by the love of family
and friends and was deeply appreciative of everyone’s presence. She received tremendous care
from her paramedics, Joel and Ryan, and from the teams at Boundary Trails, STARS and Health
Sciences; you will never know how much she appreciated your care.

At Lorna’s request, cremation has taken place. Her Celebration of Life will be on July 19, 2025
at the Roland United Church at 1:30 p.m. Burial to follow at the Miami Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in Lorna’s name to STARS, the South Central Cancer
Resource or the Nature Conservancy of Canada.

Doyle’s Funeral Home
in care of arrangements
www.doylesfuneralhome.ca

OBITUARY

Marguerite Lecoq (nee Stevens)
February 20, 1926 - June 30, 2025
It is with sad hearts that we announce the passing of our dear
mother and friend, Marguerite Lecoq (nee Stevens). She passed
on peacefully on June 30, 2025 at Tabor Home in Morden, MB.
Marguerite Lecoq was born on February 20, 1926 to Arthur and
Clementine Stevens (nee Rosier) in St. Alphonse, MB.
Mom was predeceased by her beloved husband Raymond in
2002, her son-in-law Larry in 2022, her sisters and brothers-in-law:
Madeline and Maurice Cabernel, Evelyn and Andre Timmerman,
Cecile and Lucien Geirnaert.
Mom is survived by her two daughters, Rita and Linda, her brother
George (Diane) Stevens, and numerous nieces and nephews.
She is also survived by her good friend Jeannette Warnock, who
provided care and companionship when we couldn’t be there for
Mom.
We would like to thank the Tabor Home staff for the kindness and care they provided to Mom,
especially over the last few weeks.
In lieu of flowers, please make donations in memory of Marguerite to Tabor Home in Morden,
MB.
A Memorial Service will be held on Friday, July 11, 2025, at 1 pm at the Wiebe Funeral Chapel
in Morden, MB.

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
in care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com
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Alma Ruth Enns
(nee Giesbrecht)

This obituary honours Alma Ruth Enns, 98, of Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan whose BIG, beautiful smile made us feel special
and loved. Ruth died on Wednesday, July 2nd just weeks after
settling into her new home in Warman Special Care Home in
Warman, Saskatchewan. Four of her eight children were with her
at the time of her passing on Wednesday.

As the oldest daughter of Elizabeth and Jacob T. Giesbrecht, in a
family of 8 children on a dairy farm in Myrtle, Manitoba, Ruth was
born into the role of organizer and caregiver on February 13, 1927.
In that busy family, Ruth became skilled at bossing her 5 brothers
(George, Johnny, David (all deceased), Art and Len) and looking
after her 2 sisters (Betty (deceased) and Adelaide), building the
skills and personality that later underpinned her career as a

teacher, and her life’s role as a mother.

Shortly after beginning her teaching career in Myrtle in the late 1940s, Ruth moved to Altona
to teach children in Grade 5. Lifelong friendships grew from rooming with her fellow teachers,
and it was not long before her big, beautiful smile attracted the attention of John Enns (who
predeceased her 35 years ago in 1990). Ruth and John were married August 9th, 1952, the start
of another chapter in Ruth’s life...motherhood.

“New babies” were an almost annual event in the first 10 or so years of the Ruth-John household
on 6th Avenue NE in Altona. Those Ruth-John babies are now mostly seniors, including David
(Carolyn) and Carol (Terry) in Altona, Manitoba; Libby (Gord) in Victoria, BC; Cathy (Elmer) in
Rosthern, Saskatchewan; Bruce (Katherine) in Castlegar, BC; Judy in Winnipeg, MB; Margo
in Rosthern, SK, and Steve (Patty) in Saskatoon, SK. One baby, Lorraine, a twin to Judy, died
in infancy. Ruth mothered and managed this busy household with her positive outlook and
organizing skills.

Ruth was a “foodie” long before it was popular to post plate pictures on Instagram. Daily
meals were healthy and hardy, and the 10-member family sat down together for dinner every
day. Cookies and cakes were part of the weekly routine, and special cakes were Mom’s signature
pieces....chiffon cakes, angel food cakes, and chocolate cakes with caramel icing.

In the midst of this busy family life, Ruth made time for volunteer work outside of her home.
She was a key member of the local Women'’s Institute in Altona, the Bergthaler Church Women’s
Group, and then the many organizing committees around her kids’ activities (Altona Figure
Skating Club, Home and School). In 1971, building on her commitment to both education and
community, Ruth became the first woman to be elected to the local school board.

Ruth moved from Altona to Saskatoon with her husband John and the schoolage children
in 1975. She looked forward to life in a city, and embraced the many opportunities to become
involved in the community there. Church became a pillar in Ruth’s life, and she thoroughly
enjoyed the people and community at Nutana Park Mennonite Church. She took on the role of
secretary for the Conference of Mennonites of Canada as part of her contribution to church life.

After John’s sad and too-early passing in 1990, with children all grown and gone, Ruth entered
the senior phase of her life. Through her church connections, she found and enjoyed a wonderful
companion in Menno Nickel, whom she married in May of 1992, adding 2 more step-children Jim
(Joanna) and Trish (Marcel) (and their children) to the long family list. Ruth and Menno enjoyed
18 years together before health issues forced them to move out of their condo, and then Menno
passed away (February 13, 2010) and Ruth was on her own once more. These times on her own
were hard for Ruth, who thrived on busy-ness and running her household. A major stroke in 2009
had left Ruth unable to live independently, unable to be who she had always been.

Ruth lived her life with charisma and style. Throughout her busy motherhood years and well into
her senior years, she dressed and carried herself with aplomb. Her big, beautiful smile came with
immaculate hairdo and make up, and a fashionable outfit, just right for whatever the occasion.
When Ruth required help to get dressed these last few years, she remained quite particular. This
last Christmas, a staff member at Bethany Manor (in Saskatoon, where she lived for 15 years),
told some of us “children” at the Christmas party: “I had laid out some clothes, and your Mom
looked at my choices and then at me and said kindly, but definitively: “lI can’t wear black with
brown.”

2024-25 was a difficult year for Ruth. With most of her hearing and short term memory gone,
Ruth suffered a debilitating bout of COVID in November, and then another stroke in late February.
After that, Ruth was moved out of Bethany Manor, her home for the last 15 years, and into the
Warman Special Care Home. After a few weeks in Warman, Ruth experienced a final stroke in late
June from which she did not recover. And so we say good-bye.

The family would like to thank the staff at Bethany Manor for their years of care for our Mom.
As well, the care in these last weeks at the home in Warman was exceptional, and we are so very
grateful for that too. Our lovely mom Ruth was a special woman with a big, beautiful smile, whose
big love for all her children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren made us all feel special and
will forever be missed.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to MCC (900-330 St. Mary Avenue, Winnipeg, MB
R3C 325)

Wiebe Funeral Home Altona

In care of arrangements
www.wiebefhaltona.com
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John Mark Ching
September 2, 1959 - June 10, 2025

Mark Ching, 65, of Darlingford passed away peacefully on
Tuesday, June 10, 2025. He will be missed by Cathy (Holenski), his
wife of twenty-six years, his sisters Terry (Larry), Pam, brother Hal,
(Karen), many nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends. Mark was
predeceased by his dad Murray in 2010, his mom Jean in 2023,
and brother-in-law Bill in 2014.

Mark was born in Morden on September 2, 1959, and his
adventures in life began. As a child he loved the outdoors and
was always ready for action. Family camping trips were a highlight,
and he would still talk about camping in South Dakota. Sleeping in
the station wagon, Mark and Hal were lucky that the bear ate the
butter dish and not them.

Mark attended Lorne School until grade two, and because the
school was just across the road it was probably the only two years of his life that he attended
school every day. When the school closed Mark went to school in Darlingford and Manitou. As
school was not Mark’s favourite pastime, he entered the workforce at a young age. He farmed
with his dad and brother for ten years, and during that time he was married to Debbie Tack on
the family farm.

Mark enjoyed entertaining the children of his friends and family. For those in his care, his
babysitting skills are legendary and memorable.

He loved hunting and fishing and was always sharing stories of hunting mule deer in Montana
with his dad and friends.

In 1991 Mark and Cathy started their life together. They shared a love of the valley, nature, and
animals. They moved to their forever home in the valley where Mark always enjoyed coffee on the
deck watching birds, deer, and other critters passing by.

Mark spent many years working on the pipeline which took him from Northern Alberta to Nova
Scotia. Cathy shared a summer with him there and it was a place he always wanted to return to.
Mark enjoyed spending time with family and friends, and many stories are told around a campfire
about his epic adventures. He had a great sense of humour and would help anybody who needed
it. He appreciated the help and support he got later in life as he struggled with his addiction.

“My life’s journey ended early, The path | chose was short. You all tried your best to change it,
But in the end it was for me to sort.”

A celebration of Mark’s life was held Saturday, June 21st.

Donations can be made in Mark’s memory to: The Bruce Oake Recovery Centre, 255 Hamilton
Ave., Winnipeg, MB R2Y 2C3

OBITUARY

Martin James Moody
October 13, 1948 - June 30, 2025

It is with profound sadness that we announce the sudden passing
of Martin Moody, who died at Boundary Trails Hospital Monday,
June 30th at the age of 76. He leaves behind his wife Jan, who he
was married to for 55 years, as well as his daughter Jennifer, and
grandsons Max, Felix and Fox Westphal of Hollister, CA and his
son Scott Moody of Miami, MB. He also leaves behind his sister
Iris (Gordon) Sapinski of Lake of the Prairies, MB and Sicamous,
BC, and his brother Cameron (Denise) Moody of Calgary, AB. He
is predeceased by his parents Jim and Anne Moody, his sister
Marion (Ron) Horinek, and his brother Brent Moody.

Martin had a long career with Canada Post, starting as a letter
carrier in Portage la Prairie, MB at the age of 16. He moved with Jan
and Jennifer to Cranbrook, BC in 1979, then on to Prince Rupert,

BC with Scott in tow for a management position in 1989. The family returned to Manitoba in 1991
where he managed the Raleigh Depot Letter Carrier Division in Winnipeg until his first retirement
and relocation to Miami in 2006. Never one to sit around, Martin always had a side gig going
whether it be window washing, limo driving, or car detailing at Carman Ford. He also delivered
to the rural postal routes in Miami and Morden until his final retirement when COVID hit in 2020.

Martin embraced life in Miami, quickly making friends and becoming part of the community
with his friendly, teasing nature and wry humor. He loved his time playing cards and crib at the
Friendship Center, Collingwood, and The Station, eagerly teasing to win away his rivals quarters.
He served as Board President to the Collingwood for ten years and always has a smile to greet
the harness racing crowd and folks coming to Miami Agricultural Society events when he worked
the gate.

Martin lived every day to the fullest; family camping trips, supporting his children’s sporting
endeavors, feeding the backyard birds, golfing, curling and so much more fun. He will be missed
by all who knew him.

At Martin’s request, cremation has taken place. His Celebration of Life will be on July 24th at
the Miami Community Centre Hall at 2pm, preceded by a private family interment at the Miami
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in Martin’s name to the Miami Community Centre via
the RM of Thompson, 530 Norton Ave, PO Box 190, Miami, MB ROG 1HO.

Doyle’s Funeral Home
in care of arrangements.
www.doylesfuneralhome.ca
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Join Us on July 16, 2025 as we we
shine a light on glioblastoma (GBM),
the most common, complex, treat-
ment-resistant, and deadliest type
of brain cancer. National Brain Tu-
mor Society spearheads this annual
event to support survivors and their
loved ones, to remember those who
are no longer with us, and to honor
leaders working toward a cure and
better quality of life for those living
with this devastating disease. The
incidence of glioblastoma (GB), also
known as glioblastoma multiforme,
is 4 per 100,000 people in Canada ac-
cording to the Brain Tumour Registry
of Canada*. GB accounts for 12-15%
of all intracranial tumours and 50-
60% of astrocytic tumours. GBMs
increase in frequency with age and
affect more men than women. GBs
may manifest at any age, but mostly
affect adults with a peak incidence
between 45 and 75 years of age. Only
3% of childhood brain tumours are
glioblastomas.

TUMOUR CHARACTERISTICS

- GB is the most common and most

JULY 16, 2025

aggressive malignant primary brain
tumour. These tumours contain vari-
ous cell types, the most common be-
ing astrocytes.

- Most of these tumours occur in the
cerebral hemispheres but can develop
less commonly in other parts of the
brain such as the cerebellum, brain-
stem or spinal cord. The cells of these
tumours grow quickly, are not well
defined, and can spread throughout
the brain.

- Can develop directly or evolve
from a lower grade glioma (second-
ary GB).

- Less common in children.

Common symptoms include, but
are not necessarily limited to:

- Headache: The most common
symptom, it's caused by an increased
pressure in the brain

- Weakness in the arms or legs

- Decreased sensation

- Nausea and / or vomiting

- Unsteadiness

- Seizure

- Progressive memory decline

- Personality deficit

- Decreased level of consciousness

The kind of symptoms produced
depends highly on the location of the
tumour, more so than on its patholog-
ical properties. The tumour can start
producing symptoms quickly, but oc-
casionally is an asymptomatic condi-
tion until it reaches a larger size.

TREATMENT/STANDARD OF CARE

It is very difficult to treat glioblas-
toma due to several factors:

- The tumour cells are very resistant
to conventional therapies

- The brain is susceptible to damage
due to conventional therapy

- The brain has a very limited capac-
ity to repair itself

- Many drugs cannot cross the
blood-brain barrier to act on the tu-
mour.

SURGERY

The first treatment step is surgery to
remove as much tumour as possible.
Surgery is almost always followed
by radiation. Glioblastoma’s capac-
ity to extensively invade and infil-

trate normal surrounding brain tissue
makes complete resection impossible.
The goal of surgery is to de-bulk —
a surgical procedure with the goal
of decreasing the mass effect of a tu-
mour by removing dead tissue or a
portion of the tumour.

However, improvements in neuro-
imaging have helped make better dis-
tinctions between tumour types and
between tumour and normal tissue.

RADIATION

After surgery, radiation therapy
is used to treat any residual visible
tumour on imaging and any micro-
scopic tumour cells in the surround-
ing region in an attempt to prevent
recurrence.

CHEMOTHERAPY

Chemotherapy is often given at the
same time as radiation, and often
given alone after the combination of
chemotherapy and radiotherapy is
completed. In children, chemothera-
py may be used to delay the need for
radiotherapy.
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