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VISIT OUR DRUGSTORES!
215 Stephen Street, Morden

(204) 822-9992

Morden 
Drugstore

By Agassiz Medical Centre

Clinic 
Drugstore
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Come on in, Come on in, 
the water’s fi nethe water’s fi ne

Winkler’s director of community ser-Winkler’s director of community ser-
vices Jordan Driedger says there are vices Jordan Driedger says there are 
a lot of changes at the pool this sum-a lot of changes at the pool this sum-
mer thanks to COVID-19, but he hopes mer thanks to COVID-19, but he hopes 
people won’t stay away and miss out people won’t stay away and miss out 
on the fun. For the full story, see Pg. 6.on the fun. For the full story, see Pg. 6.
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YOUR WINKLER CANADIAN TIREYOUR WINKLER CANADIAN TIRE
PHONE: PHONE: (204) 325-4688(204) 325-4688

HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY - 8 AM - 5 PMHOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY - 8 AM - 5 PM

at CANADIAN TIRE WINKLERat CANADIAN TIRE WINKLER
 We can get your car cooling quickly  We can get your car cooling quickly 

and effi  ciently often same day.and effi  ciently often same day.
We are a full service and repair facility.

Call today to make your appointment.Call today to make your appointment.
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Shoe Repair

YOUR WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
WINKLER, MB • Ph: 325-5538

Service & Selection Guaranteed
Company charges welcome (must be arranged ahead of time) GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday 9:30am to 4 pm

325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

Summer Sandals Summer Sandals 
With Style Quality & Affordable!!With Style Quality & Affordable!!

3030%% OFF OFF

Workboots 

25% 
OFF

Biker Gear

 30% OFF
Western Wear

 20% OFF

20073mc0

Families voice concerns about 
care home visitation restrictions

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The families of several local per-
sonal care home residents are raising 
concerns about the impact continued 
visitation restrictions are having on 
their loved ones.

At the direction of public health of-
fi cials, Manitoba’s long-term care fa-
cilities closed their doors to visitors at 
the start of the COVID-19 pandemic 
this spring.

Those restrictions have begun to 
ease in recent weeks, but things are 
still far from normal. Visits with care 
home residents are limited in fre-
quency and duration. Physical dis-
tancing is also required.

It’s left some residents feeling iso-
lated from their families and is taking 
a toll on both their mental and physi-
cal health, says Sharon Webb, whose 
grandmother lives in Salem Home in 
Winkler.

“We’re not giving them the dignity 
that they deserve and the quality of 
life that they deserve,” she says. “Iso-
lation should never be an answer to 
anything.”

Melinda Hamm’s mother also lives 
at Salem. She says her mom doesn’t 
understand why she’s only able to see 

a family member or two for a limited 
time each week.

“I know my mom doesn’t under-
stand what COVID is, so for them to 
say, well, this is the new normal, she 
doesn’t get it. She’s feeling aban-
doned ... and the loneliness that’s set-
ting in, I see it in her eyes.”

Linda Friesen sees the same pain 
in her mother’s eyes. Losing touch—
literally—with her support network 
while living at Salem has led to a 
steady decline in health.

“My sister and I were having a little 
visit with her on the patio and she was 
defi nitely going through a hard time 
and she just came to tears,” Friesen 
recalls. “My instinct was I’ve just got 
to hold your hand or give you a hug 
as your daughter ... it breaks my heart 
that I wasn’t able to embrace her and 
give her some comfort that she really 
needed.

“They don’t deserve this, especially 
since we are at such a low risk,” she 
says, pointing to Manitoba’s handful 
of active COVID-19 cases last week. “I 
feel like they should be able to have 
more rights as elderly people.”

Tina Doell, who lives at Salem, says 
that while staff take good care of the 
residents, this forced time away from 

her family has left her feeling like a 
prisoner.

“There are days you literally 
feel like you’re in jail,” she says. 
“Why can’t we see our families per-
sonally in our room? We have contact 
with our workers all the time and they 
go shop out in the community the 
same places our children do. So they 
can touch us but our children can’t? 
What’s the difference?

“Why is it a bigger risk for our fami-
lies to come and see us then when the 

workers come and touch us and take 
care of us? Sure, they wear masks; our 
families could too.”

“They shouldn’t have to die of loneli-
ness,” says Elaine Hildebrand, Doell’s 
daughter “Once you’re 90-something, 
you’re not going to be living for 20, 30 
years, but you would like those three 
months, six months that you do have, 
that God grants you, to be quality 
time with those you love.”

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
From left: Sharon Webb, Anne Penner, Elaine Hildebrand, and Melinda 
Hamm say COVID-19 visitation restrictions have left seniors living in 
personal care homes feeling cut off from their families.

Continued on page 4



Webb and the other families stress 
they take the risk of virus transmis-
sion seriously, but feel there are less 
severe measures that can be taken to 
protect care home residents while still 
giving families access to them. 

That includes all the same things 
staff are doing, including wearing 
masks, disinfecting their hands, and 
screening visitors to ensure those at 
high-risk for COVID-19 or showing 
any symptoms are turned away. 

“If staff can go in and be screened 
and still have precautions and still 
able to care for our seniors, there’s no 
reason that families shouldn’t be able 
to have that same opportunity,” Webb 
says. “Families should be seen as es-
sential to the physical and emotional 
care of our seniors, and should be 
seen as part of their care team.

“We’re not wanting to be unrea-
sonable. The goal isn’t to say COVID 
doesn’t exist. The goal is to just say we 
need to fi nd a better way. Isolation is 
not a solution.”

Locally, they’d like to see more fl ex-
ible visiting hours to better accommo-
date people travelling long distances 
to see their loved ones. They’d also 
like to see restrictions eased when 
it comes to the number of visits and 
visitors—something that has hit large 
families especially hard.

“If you have 10 children, your chil-
dren have to pick who is going to come 

and visit you,” says Hildebrand. “By 
the time your turn comes again, and 
you have eight siblings, two months 
have gone by.”

The group is also frustrated that 
care homes can have differing ways of 
handling the province’s mandated re-
strictions due to staffi ng limitations or 
high resident numbers. Smaller care 
homes, for example, are sometimes 
able to offer more visits per family 
than larger facilities.

There needs to be one set of policies 
applied across the province that bet-
ter meets the needs of residents and 
families, Webb says.

“It has to start at the top and it’s got 
to trickle throughout Manitoba. We’ve 
got to start uniting in our care for se-
niors and not leave it to individual fa-
cilities to decide … if there’s a lack of 
resources that should not prevent se-
niors from getting the care they need.”

Webb and the others have been 
coming together to discuss this issue 
on Facebook. Search “United Voices 
for Seniors Devastated by Loneliness 
in Isolation”’ to join them.

HEALTH MINISTER, 
SALEM CEO RESPOND

Salem Home CEO Sherry Janzen 
says they’ve been working very hard 
to connect residents with their fami-
lies, but they are obligated to follow 
the COVID-19 restrictions laid out by 
the provincial health orders.

“We know that those guidelines are 
not what families want to hear,” she 
says. “I understand how families are 
frustrated and, you know what, we 
as staff are frustrated too because we 
know what it’s doing to the residents. 
But this is beyond our control.”
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 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Salem Home resident Tina Doell chats with daughter Elaine Hildeb-
rand through the window last week. Doell is frustrated she’s not able 
to see her family more regularly in person thanks to COVID-19 restric-
tions on visitations to Manitoba’s personal care homes.

When COVID-19 found its way into 
long-term care facilities in other parts 
of Canada, the results were devastat-
ing.

Keeping it out of Manitoba care 
homes and away from our most vul-
nerable members of society is a top 
priority, stresses Karin Oliveira, Sa-
lem’s director of resident care ser-
vices. 

“Our responsibility as a personal 
care home is to keep these residents 
as safe as possible,” she says.

Salem is striving to be as fl exible as 
it can when it comes to visitations, 
Oliveira adds, and they’re trying to 
ensure every one of the home’s 145 
residents has regular access to their 
loved ones either in-person or via 
phone or virtual means. 

As the pandemic continues, they 
hope to continue to build up their 
visitation capacity and improve the 
overall visitor experience.

“We know that families are impor-
tant for the residents ... we know that 
is something that’s irreplaceable,” 
says Oliveira, adding they have tried 
to accommodate additional visits for 
residents who are especially strug-
gling with the restrictions. 

They’ve also worked hard in recent 
months to keep everyone’s spirits up 
through varied programming.

“We have continued with the care 
that we had prior, so we continue to 
have a lot of activities. We’ve actually 
increased our activities,” Oliveira says, 
explaining in example that they’ve 
been taking residents out on more 
bus and bikes rides through town.

“I think all of us are 
just waiting for things 
to go back to normal, 
but we also under-
stand that this is our 
reality right now,” says 
Janzen. “We really try 
to do the best that we 
can.”

Manitoba Health Minister Cameron 
Friesen, who serves as MLA for Mor-
den-Winkler, says fi nding the balanc-
ing between protecting Manitobans 
and ensuring people’s needs are be-
ing met has been a challenge.

“We’re deeply sympathetic to fami-
lies who don’t have the unencum-
bered right to visit with a loved one 
who lives in a personal care home 
in Manitoba,” he says. “But we know 
that COVID-19 has interrupted a lot 
things.”

Friesen said the province moved 
swiftly to protect residents and pa-
tients in care homes and hospitals by 
shutting down visitations. Manitoba 
also put a hold on staff being able to 
work at multiple facilities to further 
clamp down on potential virus trans-
mission.

As the risk decreased, the province 
was one of the fi rst in Canada to re-

sume visits, Friesen points out, and 
public health offi cials continue to as-
sess what precautions are necessary 
based on the risks.

“It’s a balancing act,” he says. “We 
have to balance the necessity to ac-
commodate these important interac-
tions, these visits between residents 
and their support networks, their 
families on one hand with the need 
to be vigilant and to continue to rec-
ognize that we have an obligation, 
without a vaccine, to keep these most 
vulnerable people safe.”

Like Oliveira, Friesen points to the 
hundreds of deaths that occurred at 
care homes in Ontario and Quebec 
once COVID-19 was transmitted to 
residents there. It’s something that 
must not be allowed to happen here, 
he says.

“We all must understand the sce-
nario that we must work together to 
avoid,” Friesen says. “We’re trying to 
be reasonable, we’re trying to do our 
very best to hear the concerns of fam-
ilies, but we know that some of the 
same voices right now who criticize 
and say we’re not being lax enough 
will be the same ones to decry the ac-
tions of our government should we 
move to open up visits and then a 
negative event happens.”

Relaxation of the restrictions will 
happen when it’s safe to do so, the 
health minister stresses.

“I think Manitobans should expect, 
could expect to see further changes as 
we continue to weigh the evidence,” 
says Friesen. “Although we will prob-
ably not go to a place where some are 

advocating to go to, a 
complete lifting of all 
conditions on visita-
tion. We won’t go there 
because we know what 
the risk is and we’re 
seeing that in other ju-
risdictions.”

Friesen acknowledges 
that “none of this is easy, and it’s not 
easy on families ... having to wave at 
a loved one from a window, having to 
meet them outside in the springtime.

“The wellness of our residents in 
long-term care facilities is partly a 
concern for their physical wellness 
but also a concern for their mental 
wellness, and so we completely ac-
knowledge that these concerns are 
valid and people have every right to 
express them.

“I have the challenge as the min-
ister of health to have to balance all 
of these concerns in a way that I be-
lieve that we best protect the physi-
cal health of residents,” Friesen says. 
“We’re acting with caution,  but we’re 
trying to act as well on the basis of the 
evidence and to be able to refl ect that 
in the ways we’re accommodating vis-
its in personal care homes.”

“WE’RE NOT GIVING 
THEM THE DIGNITY 
THAT THEY DESERVE ...”

“WE’RE ACTING 
WITH CAUTION ...”
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Notice of Environment Act Proposal
Manitoba Conservation and Climate has received a proposal pursuant to 
Th e Environment Act regarding the following operation and invites public 
participation in the review process:
HENSALL DISTRICT CO-OPERATIVE INCORPORATED. 
– BULK MATERIAL HANDLING FACILITY – FILE: 6061.00
An Environment Act Proposal has been fi led by Kelsen Agritech Inc. 
on behalf of the Hensall District Co-operative Incorporated for the 
construction and operation of an agrichemical warehouse in the Rural 
Municipality of Th ompson, Manitoba. Hensall District Cooperative 
Incorporated will store and distribute pest control products to the local 
agricultural community.
Anyone likely to be aff ected by the above operation and who wishes to 
comment on the proposal should contact Krystal Penner, Environment 
Offi  cer, in writing or by email at Krystal.Penner@gov.mb.ca not later 
than AUGUST 17, 2020. Further information is available from the 
Online Public Registry: www.gov.mb.ca/sd/eal/registries/
Information submitted in response to this proposal is considered public 
information and will be made available to the proponent and placed 
on the public registry established in accordance with Section 17 of Th e 
Environment Act.

Environmental Approvals Branch
Manitoba Conservation and Climate

1007 Century Street, Winnipeg MB R3H 0W4
Toll Free: 1-800-282-8069  

Fax: 204-945-5229
Website: www.gov.mb.ca/sd/eal/registries/

Community pressure rising for 
Redskins to change their name

By Lorne Stelmach

Pressure is mounting once again for 
Morden’s senior A hockey team to 
change its name.

A number of community members 
including Mayor Brandon Burley 
have been vocal about the need for 
Morden’s SEMHL team to drop the 
name Redskins.

It comes at a time of heightened 
awareness around racism including 
racist terminology and particularly 
the use of racist names and logos like 
that of the Redskins.

“It is absolutely unacceptable for 
anybody to claim indifference or to 
claim that it’s a term that honours 
anybody ... that should be enough for 
us to call a halt to this,” said Burley, 
who noted this is an issue he is press-
ing as an individual and not as part of 
council.

“I think the time is now,” he added, 
stressing he is willing to spend what-
ever political capital he may have to 
pursue this matter. “I would say if you 
don’t think so ... anybody who claims 
that it’s not should go over to one of 
our neighbours at Swan Lake or Ro-

seau River and call their children that 
to their face and see what happens.”

Sports teams at many levels are fac-
ing increased  pressure over the issue 
of racist names, including from major 
sponsors who are reconsidering their 
support until changes are made.

The matter has been brought up lo-
cally before. 

In 2005, Western School Division 
changed the names of Morden Col-
legiate’s teams from the Mohawks to 
the Thunder.

In 2015, Councillor Heather Francis’ 
motion to have city council request 
the Redskins change their name was 
defeated by a 5-2 vote, with only the 
mayor at the time, Ken Wiebe, voting 
in favour alongside Francis.

Team president Brent Meleck at the 
time responded that he hadn’t heard 
calls from the community to change 
the name and, as a person with a First 
Nations background, he personally 
did not see it as being derogatory.

Meleck did not make himself avail-
able to the Voice for comment by press 
time, but he was reported in Win-
nipeg media last week as saying the 
team is considering the matter.

Burley appreciated having had an 
opportunity to take the issue up with 
the Redskins board, and he also met 
recently with representatives from 
Swan Lake First Nation.

For him, it is tied to the need to set 
a better example in connection to the 
greater picture around healing and 
reconciliation.

“I believe that what we say about 
Morden being a diverse and inclusive 
community where everybody is wel-
come will be diminished if the city of 
Morden does not fi nd it within itself 
to change its view on this,” suggested 
Burley.

“There’s no question that it’s a racist 
pejorative. It speaks to them of their 
history and heritage and continues 
to cause them pain,” he continued. 
“Indigenous communities still have 
family members who were part of the 
residential school system ... under 
governments that thought to strip 
their identity from them.

“Sponsors are going to have to an-
swer for how they’re spending their 
sponsorship dollars,” Burley said. 
“I’m hopeful for a positive outcome. I 
think the message that it sends would 
be far more powerful, though, when 
it comes voluntarily.”

 MORDENREDSKINS.COM
Community members are calling on the Morden Redskins hockey 
team to change their name.

By Lorne Stelmach

Amidst renewed calls for the Morden Redskins 
senior hockey team to change its name, the lo-
cal senior baseball team proactively announced 
Friday it will be doing just that.

Executives of the Morden Mohawks, who play 
in the Border Baseball League, issued a state-
ment that they are starting the process to adopt 
a new name.

“We have always associated the name with 
strong, positive team centered principles,” they 
said. “While maintaining respect in our baseball 
history, we were made aware that not all mem-
bers of our community may fi nd the nickname 
respectful, appropriate or inclusive.

“With that in mind, our organization initiated 
discussion this past off season and have start-
ed the process of moving forward with a name 
change. Many items remain that need to be ad-
dressed with each step that is taken. At this point, 
our volunteer group does not have a confi rmed 
timeline for completion but will be working to 
complete the task as effi ciently as possible.

“We have communicated our plans with our 
Border League executive and Baseball Manito-
ba, receiving support in both areas,” the team’s 
leaders continued. “While plans were not made 
public earlier, we felt it was in the best interest 
of the organization and individuals involved to 
now communicate our current position. 

“In the coming weeks and months, we will con-

Morden Mohawks stepping up for change
tinue to identify the best method to build a new identity. 
We will make further announcements regarding the prog-
ress of this transition when more information is available.”

Team representatives were not available for further com-
ment at press time.

“WE WERE MADE AWARE THAT NOT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY 
MAY FIND THE NICKNAME RESPECTFUL, APPROPRIATE OR INCLUSIVE

Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca
Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.caoiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden
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Winkler Aquatic Centre open for the season
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Aquatic Centre kicked 
off a belated but most welcome sea-
son of swimming last week.

The pool opened its doors for the 
summer July 6, and while there are a 
host of new cleaning and distancing 
regulations in place to keep people 
safe in the face of the global pandem-
ic, the water’s as fi ne as always, says 
Jordan Driedger, director of commu-
nity services.

“It’s going to be a very different year 
this year,” he says. “But when you’re in 
the water, aside from trying to stay a 
couple meters away from the people 
around you, it feels pretty normal.

“You will see at some of the line-
ups for our features like the diving 
boards and slides we do have some 
tape down so people know where to 
stand,” Driedger adds. “But other than 
that, you can defi nitely tell the people 
in the water are loving it. That hasn’t 
changed.”

Due to public health orders, the 
pool has had to scale back its capacity 
numbers from 500 to just 100 people 
at a time.

“We’re going to use that cap for 
now and see how it goes,” Driedger 
says, noting things could change in 
the weeks ahead. “We still have to do 
what we can to keep people six feet 
apart. We do have a little bit of fl ex-
ibility, but not a lot. 

“Things might change throughout 
the summer. But right now we’ve set 
a plan and we’re going to see how it 
goes. With the feedback of patrons, if 
there’s things that we need to look at 
changing after a couple of weeks then 
we’ll defi nitely look at doing that. But 
so far it’s been going really smoothly.”

In order to accommodate as many 
people as possible, public swim-
ming has been broken up into sev-
eral blocks of an hour and 45 minutes 
each, starting at 1 p.m. daily. Only the 
fi rst 100 people in line for a block will 
be let in to swim.

Thus far, the restrictions haven’t 
led to people being turned away en 
masse.

“We haven’t been meeting capacity 

every public swim slot, but we are 
getting close,” Driedger says. “I would 
defi nitely encourage people to come 
out. I know some people were con-
cerned they’d come stand in line and 
get turned away, but there has been 
room so far. People have been com-
ing a few minutes before the session 
starts and they still get in.”

Chairs and lounges will not be pro-
vided this summer, nor will patrons 
be able to rent life jackets. People are 
asked to bring their own, along with 
any snacks or beverages they may 
want to enjoy (the water fountains 
are not in service).

The hot tubs are also closed for the 
season due in large part to physical 
distancing rules.

On the programming front, the pool 
has had to make a few changes and 
cuts this summer.

“We’ve defi nitely simplifi ed our 
schedule,”says Driedger. “We took 
our really popular programs and 
then tried to do the best we could 
with them.

“Swimming lessons look a little dif-
ferent. Our classes sizes are smaller 
and the way the instructors teach the 
lessons are a bit different, keeping 
the kids spread out a bit,” he explains. 
“But overall they’re getting the same 
instruction, the same practise they al-

ways have.”
There will be no parent and tot 

swim or aquafi t sessions this season, 
and The Heat Wave canteen will re-
main closed.

“Some of it was due to COVID, 
some of it was due to just staffi ng,” 
Driedger says, pointing out that the 
canteen—which is run by an outside 
company—in particular relies on 
larger patron numbers to be profi t-
able over the summer.

“They made money on their big 
days and we’re not going to have any 
of those this year,” he says.

On the upside, lane swimming will 
still be offered Monday to Friday 
from 7-9 a.m. and Monday to Thurs-
day from 6-7 p.m. The pool is also of-
fering more rental slots this summer 
than in past years. 

“The last number of years we’ve 
only done Thursdays,” Driedger says. 
“This year we’re doing Mondays and 
Thursdays. 

“And then because the Barracudas 
swim team isn’t able to have a season 
this year it’s allowed us to add a few 
hour rental slots as well. Those seem 
to be very popular already.”

For information on rentals, public 
swimming, or other programming, 
you can reach the Winkler Aquatic 
Centre at 204-325-8212.

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Public swimming at the Winkler Aquatic Centre will run in slots of 
just under two hours, with 100 people allowed in the facility at any 
given time to allow for adequate physical distancing.
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Thursdays and distributed as a free publica-
tion through Canada Post to 15,350 homes 
by BigandColourful Printing and Publishing. 

The newspaper is supported solely by ad-
vertising dollars. If you enjoy the paper and 
would like to see it grow and prosper, visit 
any of the advertisers and businesses in our 
rural communities. Keep your dollars work-
ing at home and shop local.

Notices, classifi eds, and advertisements 
can be purchased by calling 204-325-6888 or 
e-mailing ads@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Our editorial staff is available in Winkler at 
204-332-3456, in Morden at 204-823-2655, or 
via e-mail at news@winklermordenvoice.ca.
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build stronger communities through ar-
ticles that both inform and entertain you 
about what’s going on throughout the 
Pembina Valley. This is your community 
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Manitoba down to one active COVID-19 case Monday
By Lorne Stelmach

Manitoba made it two weeks into 
July without a single case of COV-
ID-19, according to the public health 
update on Monday.

With the last reported case having 
been June 30, the province remained 
at 325 lab-confi rmed positive and 
probable positive cases this week. 

The province started the week with 
just one active case and 317 recover-
ies. The death toll remains at seven.

An additional 798 laboratory tests 
were performed Friday, 1,149 Satur-
day, and 573 Sunday, bringing the to-
tal number of tests performed since 
early February to 71,559.

Noting some reports of larger gath-

erings and people not following 
guidelines on physical distancing, 
chief provincial public health offi cer 
Dr. Brent Roussin continued to cau-
tion Manitobans that we’re not out of 
the woods yet. 

“As we loosen things up, it’s a ten-
dency to try to revert back to normal, 

Continued on page 7
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but we certainly are not back to nor-
mal at this point,” he said. “We need 
to adhere to the principles that got 
us here ... we need to get back to the 
basics that got us here.”

Meanwhile, as the province contin-
ues to keep COVID-19 under control 
in the present, health offi cials are 
busy planning for what may come 
with a potential second wave con-
verging with the annual fl u season 
this fall.

Lanette Siragusa, chief nursing of-
fi cer with Shared Health, said they 
have a respiratory virus steering 
committee in place with represen-
tatives from public health, occu-
pational health, infection preven-
tion and control as well as regional 

health authorities
“We’re not just planning for CO-

VID. We’re actually planning for in-
fl uenza and COVID coming togeth-
er,” she explained.

“One of the priorities that we are 
considering is the vaccine strategy 
that we will be initiating, so we’ll 
give more detail on that, but we are 
looking to increase the uptake on 
vaccines this year.

“We’re also looking at how do we 
shift resources,” she continued. “This 
gives us an opportunity to look at 
where are our resources, where do 
we need to shift some of the work 
and prepare for the future.

“One of the other things with this 
steering committee is really look-

ing at the robust testing, keeping 
up with the testing volumes,” said 
Siragusa, noting they have recently 
been averaging 700 a day but have a 
capacity of around 2,000.

She also repeated Roussin’s mes-
sage for Manitobans to remain vigi-
lant.

“We have to get used to seeing 
COVID numbers in the community, 
and that’s fi ne as long as we can stay 
on top of it and manage it,” she said. 
“Overall, we are feeling like we are 
in a stable situation. We continue 
to monitor very closely how we are 
doing on the indicators and we will 
continue to plan for higher volumes, 
more activity and surge capacity in 
the coming months.”

Local couple marks seven decades of love and marriage
By Ashleigh Viveiros

In this day and age, for a couple to 
make it not just to 70 years of mar-
riage but to be healthy enough to still 
be living together independently is a 
feat indeed.

The family of Jake and Anne Wiebe 
celebrated those blessings last week.

The couple were married in 1950.  
Now in their early 90s, they call the 
Buhler Active Living Centre home.

Anne recalls their fi rst encounter on 
her family’s farmyard south of Win-
kler.

“He came on our yard and he was a 
total stranger,” she says. “He had two 
guys along with him that I went to 
school with and I knew that they were 
decent guys. But my reason for going 
along [with them for a ride] was …

“Oh, come on,” Jake chimes in, a 
bashful grin on his face, knowing this 
story well.

“His girlfriend was also my friend 
and she had talked about him and 
so I was kind of curious who he was,” 
Anne continues. “So I thought I’d go 
along and show her now I knew her 
boyfriend!”

The truth was, Jake knew his rela-
tionship with the other girl wasn’t 
meant to last. They broke up soon af-
ter and he found himself on the mar-
ket once again.

He lived and farmed with his fam-
ily near Snowfl ake and so got back to 
Winkler infrequently. It was on one of 
those trips that he saw Anne again.

“We were in the cafe and Anne was 
sitting there with a few other girls. 
She went like that to me,” Jake recalls, 
crooking his fi nger invitingly, “and 
we started talking. That was the start 
of it all.”

Jake was just 21 at the time. Anne 
was 22. They were both smitten with 
each other pretty much from the get-
go.

“He was a nice guy. He didn’t drink 
and he didn’t smoke, and that’s what 
I prayed for: a man that didn’t drink 
or smoke,” says Anne. “And so we 
went together and now here we are.”

Jake recalls he wasn’t sure whether 
he was ready to settle down, but then 
he had a dream.

“I was with two other guys and all 
of a sudden there comes two girls 
and the other guys took each one of 
them and I was there all alone,” he 
says. “Now what? The next thing I see 
is her coming around the corner, and 
that’s what made up my mind.”

A year of courtship followed. It 
wasn’t easy back then to see each oth-
er as much as they would have liked.

“It’s not like it is today where you’re 
together every week or every day,” 

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Jake and Anne Wiebe with their daughters (back row, from left) Ann, 
Helen, Hilda, Mary, Marge, Kathy, and Evelyn at a celebration marking 
their 70th wedding anniversary last week.

to include dozens of grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

They’ve lived a blessed life, Jake and 
Anne say. They’re quick to attribute 
their matrimonial success to hard 
work and commitment.

“You forget about ‘I’ and ‘me’ and 
work together,” Jake says. “That’s how 
it works. We are one.

“Cooperation, that’s the only way,” 
he continues. “Marriage is not just a 
success. You have to make it one.”

Picking the right person is also a big 
part of it, Anne adds.

“You need to be careful what kind of 
a partner you choose,” she says, going 
on to stress the importance of God in 
their marriage, especially through the 
hard times. “Prayer is a big part of it.”

“He’s led us through many things,” 
agrees Jake.

Daughter Kathy Penner says she and 

her sisters are all grateful to their par-
ents for modelling a strong marriage 
for them.

“I must say they’ve set a really good 
example for us in that they had a good 
relationship,” she says. “When I got to 
the point where I was thinking about 
boys, I was thinking I wanted a rela-
tionship like my parents had.

“They worked together and taught 
us all a good work ethic,” Penner adds, 
recalling chores both on the fi elds and 
in the house. “We were Dad’s ‘boys’ as 
well as Mom’s girls.”

Looking back over the years, Jake 
and Anne say they’re proud of what 
their love was able to build, and they 
have faith they’ll continue to be to-
gether not just in this life but the next.

“The most important thing is that 
we’ll all be up in heaven together one 
day,” Jake says. “I’m very glad for that.”

says Jake. “Sometimes we wouldn’t 
see each other for months.”

“In those days the roads weren’t 
paved roads and the cars aren’t like 
today, so to come from Snowfl ake was 
quite a trip,” says Anne, adding her 
family didn’t have a phone, either, so 
romantic phone calls were also out of 
the picture.

Instead, the couple got to know each 
other via letter and, when Jake could 
convince his father to borrow him the 
car, the occasional night out for a meal 
at the Green Lantern Restaurant in 
Winkler.

Their wedding took place on July 9, 
1950. Jake recalls it was a sweltering 
hot day in a church with no electricity, 
let alone air conditioning. 

“We opened the windows and that 
was it,” Anne says, adding she was 
wearing a black dress, as was the cus-
tom in her church. 

Following the ceremony, everyone 
headed outside to pass the evening 
playing games like Drop the Hand-
kerchief and Flying Dutchman.

The couple started their lives to-
gether on farmland out by Snowfl ake. 
They moved around a bit in the early 
years, but eventually settled on a half-
section they purchased for $15,000 
near Miami. They lived there for the 
next three decades, raising their sev-
en daughters before moving to Mor-
den and, more recently, Winkler in 
retirement.

They grew grain and also had dairy 
cows, and Jake says his daughters 
were every bit the help to him on the 
farm as sons ever could be.

“The girls, they helped and they 
knew almost everything that I did 
about farming,” he says.

Today, the Wiebe family has grown 

 >  COVID-19, FROM PG. 6
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Access Window and Door Design Centre 
products are manufactured and designed for 
high-end residential and commercial building 
projects and renovations and are trusted by 
architectural leaders for their elegant appearance 
and durable functionality. Designed for the eco-
conscious home or building owner, our products 
create an energy efficient, visually appealing and 
welcoming space.

Contact us to request a quote or more information at 

1-800-249-1216
Or visit us at www.accesswd.ca
565 Cargill Road Winkler, MB

We offer exterior and interior doors, 
windows and pleated blinds.

GFF’S MANITOBA 
FILM SERIES IS  
GOING ONLINE!

FESTIVAL

GIMLI 

FILM  

Visit www.gimlifilm.com  
for more details.

JULY  
22  –   26

2
0

2
0 M A N I TO B A  •  C A N A DA

Many Hands part of new farmers’ 
market food voucher program
By Lorne Stelmach

A new initiative is helping get 
healthy, unprocessed food into the 
hands of local families.

The Many Hands Resource Centre is 
involved with the Manitoba Commu-
nity Food Currency Program, which 
was initiated this year by Direct Farm 
Manitoba with pilot sites in Winni-
peg, Carman, and Morden. 

It’s a collaboration between farmers, 
markets, and community organiza-
tions that aims to increase free access 
to fresh local food to those in need. It’s 
a great fi t for Many Hands, said chair-
person Natasha Doerksen.

“It gives you a bigger mindset for 
where food is coming from ... many 
of these families, it’s a possibility 
they’re just used to grabbing stuff off 
the shelf. You open up your mind a bit 
when you see that these are people 
growing foods and vegetables here ... 
it doesn’t have to be processed.”

There had been a similar success-
ful farmers’ market voucher program 
in British Columbia, noted Doerksen, 
and she sees an advantage in that they 
are drawing on referrals from local 
frontline organizations such as Gen-
esis House, Regional Connections, 
and a number of other services in the 
region.

Summer student Han-Summer student Han-
nah Drudge is the face nah Drudge is the face 
of Many Hands at the of Many Hands at the 
Morden Farmers’ Mar-Morden Farmers’ Mar-
ket each week, hand-ket each week, hand-
ing out food vouchers ing out food vouchers 
to participants in the to participants in the 
new Manitoba Commu-new Manitoba Commu-
nity Food Currency Pro-nity Food Currency Pro-
gram.gram.

There is clearly a need, given that 
the initiative already has a wait list.

“We were able to take on 45 par-
ticipants and it looks like it’s going to 
be pretty successful,” said Doerksen. 
“There’s been a lot of people signing 
up ... I think we’re pretty much fi lled 
up already just based on the referrals.”

She suggested there might be the 
possibility of expanding further in the 
future depending on funding.

“We’re just going to keep a wait list 
on hand ... so that if this opportunity 
comes we can get more people.

“It works out well for the farmers’ 
market too because they get custom-
ers, so it’s a win-win,” Doerksen sug-
gested. “You’re helping the vendors 
out. These are all local people trying 
to make it too.”

“It’s very rewarding to be part of this 
program,” said summer student Han-
nah Drudge, who has been tasked 
with recruiting people for the pro-
gram and is at the farmers’ market 
each week to hand out vouchers for 
use at market vendors.

“It’s a really great program, and it’s 
great to help introduce people to the 
farmers’ market. I think a lot of these 
people maybe haven’t been here be-
fore, so it’s also a great way to support 
local businesses and local farms while 
also giving people access to fresh 
food.”

It ties in well with the ongoing com-
munity meal program at the Many 
Hands Resource Centre, which was 
still making meals for Mordenites 
during the pandemic shutdown, al-
though in a different way from the 
usual.

Instead of the monthly community 
meal, volunteers had been offering a 
drive-thru service each week. 

“We did see an increase from what 
a typical community meal would look 
like before, where there were 75 peo-
ple approximately ... the last meal we 
had over 200,” said Doerksen, noting 
the pick-up service went “super well. 
We got probably 50 extra people ... 
we’ll maybe continue that through 
the summer.

“We’re going to go back to a monthly 
community meal now, though,” she 
said, adding they have been appre-
ciative of the community’s support to 
make it happen. “People around here 
have been giving more money too, 
and that generosity made it possible 
to quadruple our efforts. It’s been re-
ally encouraging.”

In the meantime, they look for-
ward to setting up a more permanent 

Continued on page 12
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DWENNSFARMS.COM

DARRYL ENNS   204.216.0931
Farm Fresh Beef Sales
Provincially Inspected Meat
Home Delivery
18-21 Days Dry Aged
All animals grown with No Hormones All Delivered to your for only $300

50lb Family Pack

Darryl & Laura Enns

34 pounds Lean Ground 
(2lb packs)
8 pounds Steak
(4 x 2lb packs)
8 pounds Roast
(2 x 4lb packs)

Most
Commonly 
Purchased

Product

309 St h St t

 

 

204-822-6588

 

 

  

MMJS 
L A W  O F F I C E S 
McCulloch Mooney Johnston Selby LLP 

Y O U R   L O C A L   L A W Y E R S 

N E W  L O C A T I O N 

Unit 8, 583 Main Street, Winkler 
(204) 331-1442 

Open Tuesdays & Thursdays from 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

We look forward to servicing clients in the 
Winkler area and beyond. 

Morden fdn. able to distribute $40K to three agencies
By Lorne Stelmach

Three local agencies have received 
funding through a national initiative 
to assist community organizations 
that are supporting vulnerable Cana-
dians during the COVID-19 crisis.

The Emergency Community Sup-
port Fund of $350 million is channel-
ing some of that money through the 
Community Foundations of Canada, 
and the Morden Area Foundation 
tapped into those funds to hand out 
$40,000 on Monday.

It included $14,000 for the Many 
Hands Resource Centre and $13,000 
each to Genesis House and the Mor-
den Adult Education Centre.

“When this project came about 
through the government of Canada, 
we just knew we had to jump on it and 
be part of it so that we can support 
our community way more than what 
we can normally,” said Lynda Lam-
bert, executive director of the Morden 
Area Foundation. “It’s huge for us. 
It’s humbling for us, actually. We’re a 
very, very small foundation.

“It’s for some awesome projects in 
our area, and they all had to be totally 
COVID related,” explained Lambert, 
noting applications were carefully 
considered in terms of how they were 
going to impact the community. She 
said they strongly feel “that the proj-
ects that we are supporting today are 
truly the best for our communities.”

Many Hands received support for 
the Manitoba Community Food Cur-
rency Program initiated by Direct 
Farm Manitoba to increase access 
to fresh local food. It works with the 
Morden Farmers’ Market to distribute 
coupons to program participants. 

“It really supports the whole com-
munity. It gets people out to the mar-

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
The Morden Area Foundation’s Lynda Lambert (far right) delivered 
donations from the federal government’s Emergency Community 
Support Fund Monday to local three agencies, including the Morden 
Adult Education Centre, represented here by Todd Folkett and Karen 
Wowk.

ket,” said Hannah 
Drudge, summer 
program co-ordi-
nator.

“It’s huge. It’s 
great to know that 
we have the com-
munity support of 
such a good pro-
gram. We’re able 
to help out fami-
lies but also sup-
port all the local 
farmers and pro-
duce growers in 
this area ... so it’s 
really wonderful 
to know that we 
have the backing 
of the community.”

The funding to 
Genesis House 
will help hire ex-
tra staff to prepare 
food for guests in 

accordance to COVID 19 restrictions.
“Till now, without COVID, we’ve al-

ways kind of worked alongside fami-
lies, moms and kids in the kitchen, 
but because of COVID and changes 
to hygiene and policies that’s not al-
lowed,” explained executive director 
Ang Braun.

“So to try to fi nd the space and the 
time for the staff, with mostly just one 
person on, to do all of that we just 
thought would be impossible, espe-
cially with the anticipation of that sec-
ond wave.

“It is absolutely fantastic. I can’t even 
describe,” Braun said of the funding. 
“We would never have been able to 
pull this off without the support.”

The Morden Adult Education Cen-
tre received funds for a new outdoor 
classroom as part of an expansion of 
the playground. 

“With COVID we found that close 
quarters for children [makes it] a little 
bit harder to keep social distancing,” 
said Karen Wowk, co-ordinator for the 
child development centre connected 
to the adult ed. centre.

They ideally want to spend a major-
ity of their time outdoors but needed 
protected additional space for year-
round use. This grant will make it 
happen.

“It would not be possible [other-
wise],” said Wowk. “When we heard 
that it was an opportunity ... if we 
could fulfi ll a dream, what dream 
would we want to do, and it would be 
to have an outdoor classroom.

“We’re very excited to have this op-
portunity,” agreed Todd Folkett, direc-
tor of the adult education centre.

“THE PROJECTS THAT 
WE ARE SUPPORTING 
TODAY ARE TRULY 
THE BEST FOR OUR 
COMMUNITIES.”
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U-PICK, WE PICK FRESH SASKATOONS

204.362.7020

Herman & Jessie Banman

Location: 2 mi E of Morden on #3 and 3/4 mi. N 
or 2 mi. W of #3 and #24 junction and 3/4 mi N

$28 for pre-picked 
$15 for U-Pick. Pick 5 get the 6th for free!

NOW PICKING
8am-8pm. Weather permitting

LOCATED IN LA SALLE… JUST MINUTES FROM THE CITY!
FOR MORE INFO. REGARDING PICKING TIMES, DIRECTIONS,

PRICES OR TO PLACE YOUR ORDER VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR CALL US:

cormiersberrypatch.com
Follow us on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter for instant updates and #cormiersberries365

204.688.0858

Grown with Pride & Lots of Love

Did you know that Saskatoon ber-
ries are also known as June berries 
and Serviceberries?  Saskatoon ber-
ries have many benefi ts.  They have 
more protein fi bre and minerals than 
blueberries.  The purple colour are 
“anthocyanin’s” which help keep cells 
healthy. The name ‘Saskatoon’ comes 
from the Cree work “Mis-sask-quah-
too-mina”

The Saskatoon bushes produce the 
most fruit when they are 12 to 15 years 
old.  When picking be sure to check 
out the whole tree, berries grow all 
over the bush so be sure to pick top 
from to bottom and inside too. Pro 
pickers attach their ice cream pails to 
their belt in order to have both hands 
free for faster berry picking.

When Handling berries it is best to 
be careful as they are perishable. Place 
in refrigerator immediately for use 
within 3 to 7 days.  Rinse in colander 
and enjoy fresh.  To freeze Saskatoons 
place in air tight container or freezer 
bag.  They freeze individually and it is 
easy to grab a small amount for reci-
pes, smoothies, or cereal topping.

Saskatoon’s can be used in any reci-
pe instead of blueberries.

Saskatoon berries have many benefi ts
RECIPE IDEA:
Saskatoon & 
Strawberry Smoothie
2 handfuls frozen Straw-
berries
2 handfuls frozen Saska-
toons
1 handful kale or spinach
Top up blender with milk
Combine in blender and 

blend.

White Chocolate 
Saskatoon Muffi ns
1 ¾ Cup fl our
3 Tsp baking powder
½ Tsp salt
½ Cup granulated sugar
¼ Cup melted butter
1 Egg
¾ Cup milk
1 Tsp vanilla

1 cup Saskatoon Berries
½ Cup white chocolate 
chips
1. Whisk together dry in-
gredients in a large bowl.
2. Combine milk, beaten 
egg, vanilla & butter in 
small bowl.
3. Pour liquid into the dry 

ingredients and stir until 
combined.
4. Add white chocolate 
chips and Saskatoons. Stir 
gently.
5. Fill 12 lined muffi n tins.
6. Bake @ 400 degrees for 
20-25 mins.
7.  Cool & Enjoy
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Suncatch Sounds returns this Friday night
By Lorne Stelmach

The easing of restrictions due to the 
pandemic means a downtown Mor-
den concert series is going ahead 
with two events this summer.

Suncatch Sounds returns this Friday 
followed by a second show Aug. 14.

COVID-19 postponed the start of 

The Suncatch The Suncatch 
Sounds concert Sounds concert 
series starts this series starts this 
Friday night.Friday night.
 FILE PHOTO FILE PHOTO

the series, but the show can now go 
ahead with a few restrictions, said 
Clare Agnew, community services 
and events manager for the City of 
Morden.

“It was our plan that we would be 
having Suncatch concerts, but with 
the pandemic and the regulations 
that were in place, we had to wait. 
We’ve had it in the back of our minds, 
though, and we were waiting for the 
opportunity to be right.

“There are a few extra preparations 
and guidelines for us to follow, but it’s 

all worth it to be able to provide live 
entertainment in Morden,” Agnew 
added. “We have awesome local tal-
ent in the region, and the community 
is always so supportive. We’re hoping 
for a great night.

“There will be some COVID-19 rules 
in place that we’ll ask people to fol-
low when they get there,” said Agnew, 
noting they will have an overall maxi-
mum of 200 people in two groups of 
100 that will be kept separate. 

The seating will also likely be ar-
ranged on the street in order to facili-

tate physical distancing.
The series kicks off  with The Beer 

Jammers from 7-10 p.m. Friday. The 
bar opens at 6:30 p.m. with proceeds 
going to Pembina Hills Arts Council.

“We saw the opportunity to involve 
the arts council and have that part-
nership,” said Agnew. “So we’re just 
excited to have an event and give peo-
ple another option of something to do 
with live entertainment.”

You can fi nd more information on 
the City of Morden’s website and so-
cial media pages.

space in the Morden Alliance Church, 
where renovations are underway. 

“We’re still really looking forward 
to that,” said Doerksen, adding it will 
help them in being able to revive 
some of their other programs.

“With COVID, we kind of removed 
all our programs ... our programs 
are very centred around people and 

groups of people, so it was diffi cult 
to maintain,” she explained. “As Sep-
tember comes we’ll be fi nding ways 
to redesign our community kitchen 
program, give some new life to it, give 
some structure to it.

“It was an opportunity for newcom-
ers or just people who needed some 
sort of social interaction, a little help 

with making food ... it was an oppor-
tunity for them to work together with 
one of our staff members,” Doerksen 
said. “They would cook together, eat 
together, clean up together and take 
the leftovers home ... it really focused 
more on the emotional connection 
and the joy of cooking together.”

 >  MANY HANDS, FROM PG. 8
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ALWAYS OUR PRIORITY.
QUALITY AND SAFETY. 

Dr. “Trey” Emerson, M.D. Elizabeth Sillers, FNP-L Megan Overby, DNP, APRN, FNP-C

Mark Hill, NPCourtney Short, FNP

And recently, we’ve incorporated even stricter safety policies, like 
more aggressive cleaning schedules and ensuring that anyone 
entering our hospital or clinics wears a mask. If you’ve been delaying 
care, get the help you need. Whether it’s a remote visit via telephone 
or telehealth, or coming in for care, postponing appointments and 
screenings can impact your health and quality of life. Now more than 
ever trust the safe, quality care you’ve always known from Cavalier 
County Memorial Hospital & Clinics. 

We’ve always been dedicated to providing the highest 
quality care in the safest way possible. It’s part of what’s 
made us one of the Top 20 highest-ranked critical 
access hospitals in the country. 

For more information visit 

What better way to mark Mennonite 
culture day than with a rousing game 
of Dutch Blitz? A large scale version of 
the card game was among the activities 
Monday as the Around the World sum-
mer day camp got underway in Morden. 
The popular camp for kids features a 
different cultural theme each day this 
week. The City of Morden summer camp 
schedule continues with Park Days July 
20-24 and then Discovery Week July 27-
31.

PHOTO BY LORNE 
STELMACH/VOICE

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Discovery Nature Sanctuary is 
on track to have its new outdoor edu-
cation centre in place this summer.

Construction of the 1,200 sq. ft. out-
door classroom got underway earlier 
this month and is expected to wrap up 
in a matter of weeks.

“The outdoor education centre is a 
welcome addition to the nature sanc-
tuary, providing shelter and commu-
nity use opportunities in a natural 
setting within the city’s limits,” says 
sanctuary committee chair Paul Goos-
sen, who is excited at the educational 
value the site will provide as a central 
gathering space. “The centre is es-

sentially an outdoor classroom where 
teachers can instruct their students 
in an open-air setting and a place for 
students to learn or have their lunch 
while enjoying the scenic views of the 
sanctuary.”

The general public will also be able 
to enjoy the shelter and the 10 picnic 
tables being specially built for it.

DNS has put a call out for spon-
sors for those tables. In exchange for 
a $2,000 tax deductible donation, do-
nors will a plaque have their name in-
stalled on one of the tables.

Margaret Klassen is heading up that 
campaign and expects the community 

Nature sanctuary puts call out for donations for picnic tables

Having fun ‘Around the World’Having fun ‘Around the World’

Continued on page 16
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Manitou man pens autobiographyManitou man pens autobiography
By Lorne Stelmach

Ron Watson’s journey in life has 
been all over the spectrum from in-
surance and farming to being an ex-
plosives expert and a treasure hunter.

Not to mention surviving cancer at 
the age of 49 when he had been told 
he may have had just six months to 
live. So it’s no wonder someone sug-
gested Watson should put pen to pa-
per to share his unique life story.

“It’s hard for me to believe that it ac-
tually all occurred,” Watson acknowl-
edged.

“If you don’t write it down, it will be 
lost forever. No one will believe what 
you did,” the Manitou resident recalls 
someone telling him. “I have a photo-
graphic memory ... so it took me six 
weeks to write that book ... but I work 
until about two in the morning. That’s 
normal for me; I’m a workaholic.”

Watson recently began selling his 
autobiography Go Not Quietly to the 
Grave. It tells quite a story that also 
includes becoming a pilot at a young 
age and work as an antiques dealer 
and documentarian.

The spunky 72-year-old doesn’t 
hold back in telling his many stories 

while also occasionally not masking 
his disdain for some of his critics and 
detractors. 

“I don’t accept brush-offs; not from 
politicians and not from doctors,” he 
said in a recent interview from his 
home. 

Born on a small farm in the Ka-
leida area, Watson early on worked 
for United Grain Growers for about 
a year, but he said he became dis-
enchanted with it and how it treated 
farmers.

It was around that time that his fi rst 
accomplishment came in getting his 
private pilot licence by age 20.

“My fl ying instructor was a Roy-
al Canadian Air Force pilot during 
World War Two,” Watson recalled.

He then went to work with the Ca-
nadian Indemnity Company in Win-
nipeg, where a manager who had 
also been a pilot saw his wings and 
hired him on the spot. It wasn’t long 
before he was promoted and became 
the youngest department head in the 
company.

His work focused on the commercial 
sector and carrying out investigations 
for things like theft, fraud, and arson. 
Watson recalled occasions when he 

needed to have a bodyguard.
“You’re dealing with some major 

crimes, and I used to have to confront 
these people after I got enough back-
ground information that I felt I could 
take them to court unless they paid 
back the loss.”

He said there were times when 
people he encountered may have had 
connections to the Mafi a.

“Which makes you look over your 
shoulder all the time when you’re out 
of the offi ce, but at the same time it 
was very exciting work for a 21-year-
old man.”

His next opportunity came with an 
insurance company in Thompson, a 
city he recalls as having quite a fron-
tier mentality.

“Thompson, at that time, was like 
the wild, wild west,” suggested Wat-
son, who met his future wife Shirley 
during those years. 

When Watson’s father took ill, he 
returned home to southern Manitoba 
to take over the family farm, although 
it would have never been his fi rst 
choice of things to do.

“I never liked farming ... I didn’t 
mind the work, but I hated fi ghting 
Mother Nature,” he said. “I didn’t 
have a large enough farm that I could 
keep going, and I wasn’t able to ex-
pand. So we had some pretty rough 
years.”

Life got better, though, as his wife 
got a job and he went to work at an 
auto dealership in Manitou. Things 
also picked up on the farm.

“I worked around the clock between 
the farm and working in the automo-
bile garage in Manitou,” said Watson, 
adding that it was during this time 
that he then got into doing some de-
molition work, eventually earning his 
blaster certifi cation.

“When you start getting fairly good 
at it, other people want to start hir-
ing you,” he said. “Because I was very 
good at what I did, I got contracts with 
the federal government, the provin-
cial government, municipal govern-
ments and the CPR and CN railways.”

Coming into a period of drought, 
when farmers were struggling to 
maintain water supplies, he even 
started making dugouts.

“I used to go from the Ontario bor-
der to the Saskatchewan border and 
halfway up into the Interlake ... I 
built 31 dugouts in six weeks,” said 
Watson. “I became a leading service 
blaster in Manitoba. I was called in 
to remove ice jams, remove beaver 
dams ... build fi re guards in front of 
forest fi res ... I was making ditches for 
municipalities.”

More so perhaps than anything else, 
Watson has been driven by his expe-
riences surrounding being diagnosed 
23 years ago with esophageal cancer.

He had surgery but was told that he 
might have just six months left to live. 
He refused to accept that sentence.

“I’m 72 now, so I didn’t die in six 
months ... my one doctor told me 
God doesn’t want you and the devil’s 
afraid of you.”

Recognizing many other people 
were suffering from this cancer, Wat-
son joined a support group forum of 
survivors, and he was motivated by 
the many questions sent his way.

He started doing his own research, 
looking into common factors, and 
ended up making a documentary 
about how he believes he survived.

“I’m still getting calls from esopha-
geal cancer sufferers, and I do the 
best I can to tell them what I survived. 
You have a chance.”

As if all of this hasn’t made for a full 
enough life, Watson also found an-
other passion in art and antiques.

“I was a treasure hunter,” he said, 
noting how he early on had a metal 
detector and “used to come home 
with pockets full of silver.”

From there, he expanded into pur-
suing more valuable antiques, and he 
maintains it has been an adventure 
that on occasion has led him to deal-
ing with everything from museums 
to fi lm productions.

He is proud now of having added 
the title of published author to his 
resume, and he would be pleased if 
reading his  book might get across to 
readers the idea of making the most 
out of your life.

“I hope they learn never to go qui-
etly to the grave ... to rather skid in 
sideways with a bottle of single malt 
Scotch in one hand and a Cuban cigar 
in the other, screaming all the while 
‘Now that was a riot,’” said Watson.

“You do your best for your fellow 
man, and that’s what you will be 
judged on,” he concluded. “Live life 
to the fullest ... never give up, even if 
there’s insurmountable odds ... there 
is no such thing.”

Look for Watson’s book around 
town in Manitou or reach him via 
phone at 204-242-2828.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Manitou’s Ron Watson has detailed his life in a new autobiography 
called Go Not Quietly To the Grave.

“LIVE LIFE TO THE 
FULLEST ... NEVER GIVE 
UP, EVEN IF THERE’S 
INSURMOUNTABLE 
ODDS ... THERE IS NO 
SUCH THING.”
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sports&recreationorts
INSIDE  >  OUTSIDE >  UPSIDE DOWN

St. James As 
best Orioles 
in two
By Lorne Stelmach

The Pembina Valley Orioles saw a 
fi ve game winning streak brought to 
a halt this weekend.

The MJBL team dropped both 
games of their Sunday doubleheader 
with the St. James As in Winnipeg, 
falling 3-2 in eight innings and then 
10-7 in game two.

It dropped their record to 5-3, but 
that still has them among a crowded 
pack at the top of the standings. Right 
with the Orioles there are the Altona 
Bisons, Elmwood Giants, and Inter-
lake Blue Jays, who are all at 6-3. 

The Orioles earlier had extended the 
streak as they pounded the Winnipeg 
South Chiefs 10-0 in fi ve innings last 
Wednesday.

Tyson Pringle pitched a two hit shut-
out for the Orioles, who cranked our 
four runs in the fi rst inning and drove 

across fi ve more in the second to take 
command.

At the plate, TJ Matuszewski went 

three for four while Jared McCorris-
ter, Tanner Clyne, and Tristan Peters 
all went two for three.

Coming up, Pembina Valley host Al-
tona this Wednesday and then Inter-
lake on Sunday for a doubleheader.

PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
A close play at the plate here saw the Orioles score one of their four runs in the fi rst inning last Wednesday 
on their way to a 10-0 shutout of the Winnipeg South Chiefs

Winkler Whips down 
Mohawks, Pilots
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Whips made short work 
of the Morden Mohawks and the Pi-
lot Mound Pilots in Border Baseball 
League action this past week.

Bouncing back from their season 
starting 7-5 loss to Altona July 3, Win-
kler bested Morden 7-2 July 7 and 
then downed the Pilots 7-4 Sunday 
night.

The Mohawks, meanwhile, followed 
up on the loss to Winkler with a re-

sounding win over the Baldur Regals 
Sunday. That match went 10-3 Mor-
den’s way.

Coming up, Winkler plays in Car-
man this Tuesday and in Baldur for 
a double-header Sunday. Their next 
home game is against the Cardinals 
July 21.

Morden travels to play Altona Fri-
day and then heads west for games 
against Clearwater and Pilot Mound 
Sunday before welcoming the Bisons 
to town next Tuesday.

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
A Morden player slides into second as the Winkler Whips downed the 
Mohawks 7-2 last week Tuesday. Winkler went on to beat Pilot Mound 
7-4 while Morden bounced back with a 10-3 win over Baldur.

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden What’s                 story?  

Call 204-325-6888
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What’s                 story?  

We want to hear from you. 
The Winkler Morden Voice connects people 
through stories to build stronger communities.

Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be 
recognized by a local organization for volunteer service? 

A teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown 
hero? A sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or 

expansion? A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?
 A young entrepreneur starting out?

Please share your story ideas at 
news@winklermordenvoice.ca Phone 204-332-3456

Your used eyeglasses could 
change a life half a world away

By Lorne Stelmach

The effort of Lions clubs nationwide 
and right here in southern Manitoba 
has the loyal support of a local optom-
etrist.

Dr. Karen Deane, who is now part of 
the team at Focal Point Comprehen-
sive Vision Care in Morden, went on 
a mission trip to Peru six years ago 
where she helped give residents the 
gift of sight thanks to recycled eye-
glasses collected by Canadian Lions 
clubs.

“I didn’t actually realize that the 
glasses were coming from all across 
Canada at the time,” recalled Deane, 
who was a second year optometry 
student from the University of Water-
loo in 2014 when she was part of the 
group of about 40 people who spent 
July and August working in Lima.

The team also included doctors and 
support staff from across Canada or-
ganized by Volunteer Optometric Ser-
vices to Humanity (VOSH). A total of 
2,647 patients were treated during the 

trip.
“It was defi nitely an interesting ex-

perience,” said Deane, who noted the 
fi rst week was spent putting in long 
days performing eye examinations, 
treating all kinds of eye diseases and 
dispensing eyeglasses. 

Many different eye diseases were 
treated by the doctors including glau-
coma, cataracts, and retinopathy, and 
it was common to have adult patients 
who needed a very high prescription 
but had never worn glasses before in 
their lives. 

“The glasses that we were given, you 
had to rifl e through them and fi nd the 
closest prescription possible, and of-
ten times it could be way off but the 
person was very grateful for it,” said 
Deane, who found the trip to be a 
rewarding experience and one she’d 
love to have again in another part of 
the world.

“When I fi nished up, I decided I 
wanted to do more once I had com-
pleted my schooling and everything ... 
I think to be a doctor now going into it 

LOCAL DONATIONS, GLOBAL 
IMPACT

The used eyeglasses came courtesy 
of the Canadian Lions Eyeglass Re-
cycling Centre (CLERC) in Calgary, 
which takes in donations from across 
the country. 

Local collection bins for the Lions 
Eye Bank are in place in several lo-
cations, including all branches of the 
South Central Regional Library, Fo-
cal Point in Morden, Carman Vision 
Services in Carman, Clarity Vision 
in Winkler, and several Morden area 
churches. 

Morden Lions Club member Her-
man Hiebert by chance had an ap-
pointment with Deane, and he ob-
served it was interesting to hear a 
fi rst-hand account of the end result of 
their collection efforts.

“In the past we heard just tidbits of 
information here and there ... I never 

SUPPLIED PHOTOS
A mission trip to Peru a few years 
ago to deliver eyeglasses collect-
ed by Lions clubs across Canada 
gave thousands of people the 
gift of sight. Some patients had 
been needing corrective lenses 
for years but had no way of af-
fording them.

will come through for them as they did for the sanctuary’s 
bench campaign a few years ago.

It’s a chance, she says, for families to be a permanent part 
of the park’s improvements or to honour the memory of a 
lost loved one.

If you’d like to make a donation towards a picnic table, 
contact Klassen at 204-362-7552.

The Discovery Nature Sanctuary is located in the north-
east corner of Winkler and can be accessed from Eastview 
Drive.

would be a differ-
ent experience.”

talked to some-
body who’s been 
on a mission trip 
to a foreign coun-

try and helped with the distribution,” 
he said.

Over the past several years, the 
Morden Lions have collected over 
32,000 pairs of glasses and lenses for 
shipment to CLERC, where they are 
checked with a lensometer for the 
type of correction they provide and 
then packaged for distribution around 
the world.

“It’s very important ... these glasses 
otherwise might just be sitting in a 
drawer somewhere,” said Hiebert.

“It’s really in the last maybe 10 years 
or so that it’s really grown quite a bit. 
South Central Regional Library has 
more branches now, and everybody 
really is supportive. It’s been tremen-
dous.”

 >  DNS, FROM PG. 13



MISCELLANEOUS
Culvert - 4 pieces, 20 ft. 
long each, 48” diameter, 
10 gauge, c/w 3 cou-
plers. (New $10,500), 
asking $4,800 obo. 
Call Bob 431-996-9599 
(Manitoba) or Jim 204-
781-8108.
–––––––––––––––––
Trailers, Truckbeds & 
Tires. Full repair and 
safeties. Vehicle parts, 
tires & wheels. Vehicle 
& trailer parts & bat-
teries. Sales, Financ-
ing & Leasing. Kaldeck 
Truck & Trailer Inc. Hwy 
#1, MacGregor, MB. 
1-888-685-3127. www.
kaldecktrailers.com
–––––––––––––––––
Is business slow? It 
doesn’t have to be! Ad-
vertise now and make 
the mo$t of the $ummer 
month$. Don’t delay. 
Each week our blan-
ket classifi eds could 
be helping your com-
pany get noticed in over 
340,000 homes! It’s AF-
FORDABLE and it’s a 
great way to increase 
and connect with your 
future customers. For 
as little as $189 + GST, 
get your important mes-
saging out! Call us at 
204-467-5836 or email 
classified@mcna.com 
for details. MCNA 204-
947-1691. www.mcna.
com

WANTED
Wanted: old tube audio 
equipment. 50 years or 
older. Amplifi ers, ste-
reo, recording and the-
atre sound equipment. 
Hammond organs, any 
condition. Call toll-free 
1- 800-947-0393.

NOTICES
Urgent Press Release 
&/Media Advisories. 
The news never stops, 
and neither do we! 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 
+ GST/HST. Call the 
Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Associa-
tion at 204-947-1691 
for more information, 
or email classifi ed@
mcna.com for details. 
www.mcna.com. We 
are here to help you.

HEALTH
Are you suffering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & carti-
lage cell regeneration 
& development. Stone-
wood Elk Ranch Ltd., 
204-467-8884 or e-mail 
stonewoodelkranch@
mymts.net

Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

Call: 325-6888 or Email: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

FIND THE RIGHT PERSON 
FOR THE POSITION with 

an EMPLOYMENT/
CAREERS AD in
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EMPLOYMENT

TRUCK DRIVER 
Class 3 with air 

endorsement
Penner Waste has an immediate opening for full time 

truck drivers that have either Class 1 or Class 3 with air
Driver will:
•  Ensure that service is completed in accordance with 

established policies, in a timely and safe manner.
•  Responsible for daily pre and post trip inspections
• Complete an assigned daily route
•  Daily route consists of driving to customer sites,

setting, lifting and emptying bins into front load 
truck, and returning the bin to the original location.

•  Perform driver check-ins at day’s end to ensure 
complete and accurate paperwork completion.

•  May perform some additional responsibilities as 
assigned by Dispatch.

• Must be willing to drive standard
Position requires someone who:
• Is physically fi t
• Is able to get in and out of the truck frequently
• Can work effi ciently while unsupervised.
• Can meet load quota for the day
• Is a team player with a positive attitude
•  Strong communication, interpersonal skills and 

commitment to customer service
•  Must supply own gloves, steel toed boots and be 

dressed for all weather conditions
Knowledge of industry an asset. Wage is dependent 
upon experience and willingness to drive various 
trucks. Penner Waste offers group benefi ts.

Please send your resumes to 
Melinda at hr@pennerwaste.com

Swine Technician
Are you looking for a great job opportunity in a rural community? Do 
you want to work for an innovative company that will invest in your 
potential? Welcome to HyLife; Canada’s leading pork producer. HyLife 
creates limitless opportunities for passionate individuals in a global 
business setting. Our growing company is searching for top talent 
to join our team in the role of Swine Technician located in the 
communities near Morris, Winkler, and Plum Coulee. 

We care about our employees and their safety; therefore, we have 
implemented the following measures to do our part as an essential 
service employer in fi ghting COVID-19: 
• Strict precautionary measures to ensure the health of our employees 
•  Daily Health Check screening to ensure no one at risk enters the 

workplace 

Your days will include:
• Carrying out feeding programs
• Weighing and sorting pigs for transport
• Washing empty rooms, prepping room for animal entry 
• Performing minor maintenance tasks & general farm duties
• Recognizing and treating livestock health issues
• Maintaining livestock performance records
• Other duties as assigned 

To succeed in this role, you must possess:
• Self-motivation & good work ethic
• The ability to work well with others
• Availability to work rotating weekend shifts
• Swine technician experience (an asset)

We offer a comprehensive benefi ts package and competitive 
compensation based on experience and knowledge. Salary range is 
between $1,197 - $1,496.25 (Bi-Weekly). You may qualify for an annual 
performance increase and/or bonus program and/or a premium.  

We also have a rewarding employee referral program so join our team, 
refer someone, stay with a great employer and be rewarded!! 

If you thrive on new experiences and want to be a part of a team with 
international reach, apply today at http://hylife.com/
current-opportunities/. 

Your future starts now!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITYHIP/KNEE 
Replacement? 
Other medical 
conditions causing  
TROUBLE WALKING 
or DRESSING? 

The Disability Tax 
Credit allows for 
$2,500 yearly tax 
credit and $20,000 
Lump sum refund. 

Take advantage of 
this offer.  
Apply NOW; quickest 
refund Nationwide! 

Expert Help:  
204-453-5372

Power Builder 
Advertising 
WORKS!

• GET SEEN by over 
0,000 Manitoba 

Homes!
• Use your LOGO!
• Create instant top of 

mind awareness
• Showcase your info,

business, product, 
job, announcements 
or event

• We format it, to 
make it look great!

• Starting at $339.00 
(includes 45 lines of 
space) 

• The ads blanket the 
province and run in 
MCNA’s 4  Manitoba 
community 
newspapers

• Very cost eff ective
means of getting 
your message out to 
the widest possible 
audience

Contact this newspaper 
NOW or MCNA at 
204.947.1691 or email 
classifi ed@mcna.com

www.mcna.com

COMMERCIAL SPACE 

For lease, 3600 sq. ft. commercial 
space in Morden on a very busy 

Thornhill St. Suitable to renovate for 
any application. Washroom and HVAC  

already in place, back lane for receiving 
inventory, 2 glass entrance doors and 

lots of room to design your own space. 
Beside both retail and office space. 

Call Brian at 204-362-0745
or e-mail bdkcma@mymts.net, or call 

Cindy  at 204-362-7151, 
e-mail cindyek@mts.net.

FOR SALEFOR SALE
2012 John Deere S670 Combine2012 John Deere S670 Combine

• variable stream rotor
• GS3 command Center
• auto trac ready with yield and   
 moisture sensing
• premium cab
• variable speed feeder house with  
 reverser
• small wire conclaves
• 26 ft. Unloading auger
• fi ne cut chopper
• 3 speed transmission 
• 520/85R42 duals
• 2WD
• 1200 separator hours/1700 eng.
• pickup header not included
• combine is very clean and in   
 excellent shape

Asking $174,900.00
Call or text 204-292-0483

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today 
- Call 325-6888 or Email 

ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

Book Your 
Classifi ed 
Ad Today - 

Call 
325-6888 
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BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENT

• BIRTHDAYS
• MARRIAGES
• ANNIVERSARIES
• NOTICES
• OBITUARIES

• IN MEMORIAMS
• ENGAGEMENTS 
• BIRTHS
• THANK YOUS
• GRADUATIONS

CALL: 325-6888

AUCTION

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Council of the City of Winkler, under the authority of The Planning 
Act, will hold a Public Hearing, at the Winkler Council Chamber, 185 Main 
Street, Winkler, Manitoba, on Tuesday, July 28th, 2020 at 7:00 PM, at 
which � me and place the Council will receive representa� ons and objec-
� ons from any persons who wish to make them in respect of By-Law No. 
2253-20, of the City of Winkler.

The general intent of the above By-Law No. 2253-20, is to zone the land 
described below, Namely:

935 Eastview Drive, described as Lot 1, 
 Plan 53327 MLTO in the SW ¼ 11-3-4 WPM
as shown outlined in a heavy solid line on the map a� ached hereto 
as Schedule “A”, and forming part of this by-law, be rezoned

FROM: “CR” COMMUNITY RESERVE ZONE
TO: “CH” COMMERCIAL HIGHWAY ZONE

A copy of the above By-Law No. 2253-20, and suppor� ng material may 
be inspected by any persons between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM, 
Monday to Friday, in the City Offi  ce.

SPECIAL COVID-19 PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIREMENT:
Members of the public must confi rm if they plan to a� end the pub-
lic hearing within 2 days of the hearing date by contac� ng planning@
cityofwinkler.ca or calling the city offi  ce at (204) 325-9524 ext. 3. This 
pre-registra� on process will ensure that staff  have � me to ensure physical 
distancing is achieved.
DATED at Winkler, in Manitoba, this 22nd day of June, 2020.
Designated Offi  cer
City of Winkler

CITY OF WINKLER   NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

UNDER THE PLANNING ACT

SCHEDULE “A”  
To By-Law 2253-20 

 

 

The Council of the City of Winkler, under the authority of The Planning 
Act, will hold a Public Hearing, at the Winkler Council Chamber, 185 
Main Street, Winkler, Manitoba, on Tuesday, July 28th, 2020 at 7:00 
PM, at which � me and place the Council will receive representa� ons and 
objec� ons from any persons who wish to make them in respect of By-Law 
No. 2254-20, of the City of Winkler.
The general intent of the above By-Law No. 2254-20, is to zone the land 
described below, Namely:

All of Plan No. (Deposit No. 592-2020) MLTO in the SW ¼ 8-3-4 WPM
as shown outlined in a heavy solid line on the map a� ached hereto 
as Schedule “A”, and forming part of this by-law, be rezoned

FROM:  “CR” COMMUNITY RESERVE ZONE

TO:  “RS” RESIDENTIAL SINGLE FAMILY ZONE, AND
 “RT” RESIDENTIAL TWO FAMILY ZONE, AND
 “OR” RECREATION / OPEN SPACE ZONE

A copy of the above By-Law No. 2254-20, and suppor� ng material may 
be inspected by any persons between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM, 
Monday to Friday, in the City Offi  ce.

SPECIAL COVID-19 PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIREMENT:
Members of the public must confi rm if they plan to a� end the public 
hearing within 2 days of the hearing date by contac� ng planning@
cityofwinkler.ca or calling the city offi  ce at (204) 325-9524 ext. 3. This 
pre-registra� on process will ensure that staff  have � me to ensure physical 
distancing is achieved.

DATED at Winkler, in Manitoba, this 22nd day of June, 2020.
Designated Offi  cer
City of Winkler

CITY OF WINKLER   NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

UNDER THE PLANNING ACT

SCHEDULE “A”  
To By-Law 2254-20 

 

 

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

For more info on this large auction,  see www.billklassen.com

Due to Covid19 this auction 
will be held timed online.

With actual closing on 
Saturday, Aug 1, payment and 

pick-up on Monday Aug 3, 9 to 7 pm.
We will accept higher value items, from your home 

location with good photo and description. 

33RD ANNUAL  
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
Manitoba’s largest  Morden, Winkler  
¾ mile south of Jct 14 and # 3 Hwy’s

IN MEMORIAM

Nine long years have passed by...
You’re still in my heart, gone to Heaven and I 
will always wonder why...
I know you’re at peace and never really 
gone...
These words by Emerson Drive state how I 
hurt and feel in a song...

I still talk to you whenever I’m alone
I hear you in my prayers, feel you in the wind 
that blows
I wonder how you are, what you’re doin’ way 
up there
Are you laughin’, are you cryin’ ‘cause you 
miss us all down here.
Only God knows when you’ll smile and take 
my hand
I wish I had the chance to hold you one last 
time
It hurts me to know we never got the chance 
to say goodbye
But you’re never really gone ‘cause your 
memory remains
I miss you more than words could ever help 
me to explain
Only God knows when this road I’m on will 
end
And I’ll see you again.
I’ll see you when the sand runs out
When the song is over and the curtains fall 
down
I’ll see you on the other side
And you could show me what it’s like
But only God knows when you’ll smile and 
take my hand
And I’ll say, “How’ve you been”
When I’ll see you again.

-Forever and always 
Sherry

OBITUARY

Jake Reimer
1959 - 2020

Jake Reimer passed away on Wednesday, July 1, 2020 at the age 
of 60 surrounded by his family at his home.

He was born to Jacob and Agatha Reimer on November 20, 1959 
in Altona, MB. He grew up in the Morden then Stephenfi eld area. 
He not so willingly attended school until his earliest opportunity to 
enter the working world. He met our Mom, Helen, and won her over 
with his hot dog roasting skills and smooth words. They married 
on July 3, 1983 in Chortitz, MB. They spent the next 31 ½ years 
walking side by side through the many mountains and valleys life 
brought them. They taught their children that true love never gives 
up, never doubts, and always perseveres. He spent the last fi ve 
years being as optimistic and full of life as he could, but it was 

always evident he was missing a very key part of his life.
He was one of the hardest workers we know and had a genuinely full of hope and optimistic 

demeanour. He taught us the value of a job well done, of a hard day’s work ending with family 
around the supper table, how to pray, and how to always think of the needs of others. Until his 
last days, he always felt there were others in life who were in need of far more help than he.

He was predeceased by his wife, Helen; his parents, Jacob and Agatha Reimer. He is survived 
by his daughter, Barb, son-in-law, Keith their children, Hannah and Emma, his son, David, wife, 
Robyn and their son, Landon, his daughter, Kristine, her fi ancé, Matt; his siblings, Kathy and 
Corrnie, Margaret, Agatha and Fred, Helen and Dwayne, Abe and Helen; his mother and father-
in-law, Ernie and Sarah Bueckert and numerous nieces and nephews.

Funeral service was held on Tuesday, July 7, 2020 at the Winkler Sommerfeld Mennonite Church 
with interment at the Roseisle Cemetery.

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

 Ray Plett
August 13 1952-July 16 2011
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Robert Ross Wilson
December 18, 1949 – July 8, 2020

It is with sadness and a profound sense of loss that we 
announce the passing of Rob Wilson, who died peacefully 
with family at his side following complications from a stroke. 
He was a beloved husband, father, grandfather, brother, uncle, 
and friend. He is survived by his wife, best friend, and soulmate 
Kathy; his daughter Laura and grandson Zac, and his son 
David, daughter-in-law Leanne, and granddaughters Emily and 
Amy. He is also survived by his sisters Marilyn (John; children 
Phillip and Linda) Humeniuk, Rita (Gary) Davis, and Jodie 
Wilson (partner Cam). Rob was predeceased by his son Kevin 
and parents Ted and Pat.

Rob was born in Flin Flon, Manitoba and was raised 
in neighbouring Snow Lake, where he spent most of his time hunting, trapping, fi shing, and 
enjoying the lakes and rivers of the north. When not working underground in the mines, he also 
enjoyed summer vacations at his grandfather’s farm in Gilbert Plains, which laid a foundation 
for the life he would create for himself in later years. After high school, Rob moved to Winnipeg 
and completed a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology at the University of Manitoba, and 
then began an 18-year career as a conservation offi cer. He loved and excelled at his career, 
which included fi ghting forest fi res, tracking caribou and other wildlife from helicopters, and, 
occasionally, pursuing poachers during stake-outs and high-speed chases. He cherished the 
relationships that he forged with diverse people as he was stationed in remote communities 
throughout the province. Life was transformed in 1973 when Rob met the love of his life, Kathy. 
They married in 1974 and began a lifetime of adventures as they moved among communities in 
the north. Life changed again in 1977 when their daughter Laura was born. Shortly thereafter, 
Rob was transferred to the south, where he and his new family settled in Manitou. Although the 
south was a world apart from the north he knew, it hearkened back to days at his grandfather’s 
farm. While in Manitou, his sons David and Kevin were born.

The young family bought land in the Pembina Valley, where they built a hand-crafted log home 
and developed a small hobby farm with huge gardens and diverse animals, including horses, 
pigs, goats, cats, and dogs. The home took four years to build, but Rob loved every minute of 
it, especially the times when his Dad helped out. After completing the home, Rob was to be 
transferred yet again. With his family putting down roots, he traded the career he loved for the 
stability of the family he loved even more. To this day, we admire and respect him for making this 
sacrifi ce. Fortunately, he was able to fi nish his career as a Canada Customs Offi cer while living 
on the family farm. He became passionate about caring for his animals, fi xing and driving vintage 
cars, and following his never-ending “to do” list that enabled him to complete a seemingly 
endless array of projects that most would never attempt. In retirement, he and Kathy moved to 
Morden, but kept their home in the valley. He divided his time between small projects, playing 
with his grandchildren, savouring homemade noodles and bally soup, connecting with friends 
old and new, and enjoying regular trips to Florida and his beloved Snow Lake.

We love him for his tenacity, tremendous work ethic, love of nature, ability to fi x almost anything, 
and his respect for people of all backgrounds. Most of all, we love him for the tremendous love 
he showed us, and for being such a wonderful person and role model in our lives. We will miss 
him dearly.

Cremation has taken place and Rob will be interred in a family plot in Morden, near his family 
home. At his request, there will not be a service.

Donations can be made in Rob’s memory to the Pembina Valley Humane Society, where Rob 
volunteered.

Susie Hildebrand (nee Banman)
1925 – 2020

Susie Hildebrand was born October 22, 1925 to Peter J and 
Justina (nee Dyck) Banman at Kronsgart MB., the seventh child 
of eight. Her early years were spent attending grade 1-8 at the 
Kronsgart school. While school was held in high regard in the 
Banman household, Susie was not too keen on the idea. By 
the tender age of 19, Susie had lost both her parents. She and 
brother, George along with sister, Esther now faced the challenge 
of running the family farm alone: Esther maintained the household 
and cared for sister, Mary, who was in poor health, while Susie 
and George tended to the land and livestock. In school there 
had been a young fellow, Ben, who took a fancy to Susie. After 
courting for four years, Mom and Dad were wed in 1948. Farming 

a quarter of land and working in Winnipeg during the winter months that fi rst year was the start 
of their life journey together. As the family grew, there were now three children; the small three-
room farmhouse became inadequate. This coupled with the often impassable clay roads led to 
a decision to relocate. In 1963, the family moved into a new house in Winkler, where a 4th child 
was soon to be added to the mix.

Fishing was a sport both Mom and Dad really enjoyed. It was here that Mom’s competitive 
nature took the forefront: nothing thrilled her more than out-fi shing Dad, which happened on a 
regular basis. Traveling also became a highlight of Mom and Dad’s later years. The purchase of 
a motor home allowed them the freedom to travel to numerous destinations in North America 
over the course of their retirement years: from east coast to the west coast of Canada, down 
to Florida and across to Arizona and California, wintering for many years in the warmth of the 
southern states.

Mom led a life of quiet faith in God. She had accepted Jesus as her personal Savior and was 
baptized on this faith in March 1980, joining the membership of the Winkler Mennonite Brethren 
Church.

Mom was admitted to hospital on June 30, suffering from a stroke. It was only then that we 
learned that she had indeed suffered from previous small strokes, explaining the signs and 
symptoms of dementia, which we had noticed for some time. Upon having several more strokes 
over the next few days, she passed from this life into her heavenly home on Sunday, July 5, 2020 
at 8:10 a.m. with her four children at her side.

She leaves to cherish her memory: two sons, Howard and Lorraine, Gerald and Helen; two 
daughters, Laura and Larry Nikkel, Nancy and Dave Klassen; eight grandchildren and 14 great-
grandchildren. She was predeceased by husband, Ben Hildebrand in 2009, one grandson in 2010 
and all her siblings and their spouses.

Funeral service was held on Friday, July 10, 2020 at Winkler MB Church with interment at the 
Bloomfi eld-Rosewell Cemetery.

If friends so desire, donations may be made in Susie’s memory to the Boundary Trails Health 
Centre Foundation designated to the Palliative Care Program.

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com
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FRED MAYOR
 AREA SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CARMAN GRANITE
MONUMENTS, INSCRIPTIONS,

MEMORIAL RESTORATIONS
CEMETERY SERVICE

fmayor@mts.net
Ph. 204.822.3454  Cell 204.362.2064

#1 40 YR WARRANTY#1 40 YR WARRANTY Any color any length! Any color any length!................................................................................ $$1.001.00  psfpsf
#1 40 YR 28GA SHALE GREEN STOCK#1 40 YR 28GA SHALE GREEN STOCK
Lengths of 6’2”, 8’2”, 10’2”, 12’2”, 14’2”, 16’2”, 18’2”, 20’2”Lengths of 6’2”, 8’2”, 10’2”, 12’2”, 14’2”, 16’2”, 18’2”, 20’2” .................... .................... $$.69 .69 psfpsf
STOCK 29GA GALVANIZEDSTOCK 29GA GALVANIZED .......................................................................... .......................................................................... $$.77.77  psfpsf
Lengths of 6’2”, 8’2”, 10’2”, 12’2”, 14’2”, 16’2”Lengths of 6’2”, 8’2”, 10’2”, 12’2”, 14’2”, 16’2”
STOCK 26GA GALVANIZEDSTOCK 26GA GALVANIZED .......................................................................... .......................................................................... $$.88.88  psfpsf
Lengths in 16’2”, 18’2”, 20’2”, 22’2”, 24’2”Lengths in 16’2”, 18’2”, 20’2”, 22’2”, 24’2”
STOCK BRIGHT WHITE LINER PANELSTOCK BRIGHT WHITE LINER PANEL ................................................... ...................................................$$.75.75 psf psf
Lengths in 8’2”, 10’2”, 12’2”, 14’2”, 16’2”, 18’2”Lengths in 8’2”, 10’2”, 12’2”, 14’2”, 16’2”, 18’2”
  www.sigsteel.ca

204-762-5030204-762-5030
Lundar

FULL LINE OF 
TRIMS AND 
SCREWS IN 

STOCK!

DISCOUNT METAL ROOFING & SIDINGDISCOUNT METAL ROOFING & SIDING

Electricians who design, install and repair 
electrical and solar power systems.

- AGRICULTURE – COMMERCIAL 
– INDUSTRIAL – RESIDENTIAL – COTTAGES

Phone 204-281-3394 or 
email: info@liskebroselectric.com

www.liskebroselectric.com

Get The Job Done!
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BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!

50, 000 BATTERIES 
IN STOCK

*Auto *Farm *Marine
*Construction *ATV 
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Phones *Computers
*Solar Systems & design
* Everything Else!

THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St., 

WPG
1-877-775-8271

www.batteryman.ca

Waterfront
Lakehouse for 
Sale - $255,000
Facing S on Lake MB. 

LG Deck, Priv. Beach, 
Artesian Well. 

3 BR, 4 PCE Bath
OC Kit, DR, LR

F/S, W/D, Freezer
F/Air Elec Heat, C/Air, HVAC

Wood Burning Stove, 
Sump, 2 Sheds, DBL Att 

Tri-Pane Vinyl Windows
Lam. & Vinyl Flooring

Ph: 204-612-1834
1345susanna@gmail.com



SCOTT CHUCK JODY
WAYNE

GREG

WWW.SOUTHLANDHONDA.COM
1-877-246-6322 • 325-78991-888-305-8917 • 204-325-9511

W W W . J A N Z E N C H E V R O L E T. C A

KURT MILLER
KURT@JPB.CA

 HENRY BLATZ
HENRY@JPB.CA

KEVIN TALBOT
KEVIN@JPB.CA

ERIC THIESSEN
ERIC@JPB.CA

ROBERTO KORT
ROBERTO@JPB.CA

honda.ca

Permit #9725

*Honda Loyalty Program, **Lease Rate, ***Vehicles not exactly as pictured.

HONDA

WAYNE CHUCK BILL JODY MARIA

690 MEMORIAL DRIVE • 325-4777
W W W . H O M E T O W N F O R D . C A

Permit No. 1162 Since 1955ermit No 1162 Since 1

Bob Derksen Brian Derksen Konrad Friesen John Friesen

2010 GMC Terrain SLE-1222001100 GGMMCC T ii SSSLLEE 11

GREAT HONDA 
PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

$12,98872,879 KM
STOCK #108703

2014 Ford Fusion SE Hybrid

100,450 KM
STOCK #145417

2016 Hydundai Sante-Fe Sport

$14,988

$24,98884,353 KM
STOCK #161758

2017 VW Tiguan Highline

$25,48844,363 KM
STOCK #172311

Permit #2816

2019 FUSION TITANIUM HYBRID2019 FUSION TITANIUM HYBRID

2017 LINCOLN MKC RESERVE AWD2017 LINCOLN MKC RESERVE AWD

2019 EDGE SEL AWD2019 EDGE SEL AWD

2019 F-250 XLT 4X42019 F-250 XLT 4X4

• APPLE CARPLAY/ANDROID AUTO
• ADAPTIVE CRUISE W/ LANE KEEP ASSIST
• HEATED/VENTILATED LEATHER
• AMAZING  FUEL ECONOMY! • 17,000 KM

• 2.3L ECOBOOST • 60,000 KM
• SYNC 3 W/ NAVIGATION
• HEATED/VENTILATED LEATHER
• ADAPTIVE CRUISE W/ LANE KEEP ASSIST

• 2.0L ECOBOOST • SYNC 3 W/ NAVIGATION
• LANE KEEP ASSIST
• PANORAMIC MOONROOF • 24,000 KM

• 6.2L V8 • HEATED SEATS
• XLT PREMIUM PKG • 16,000 KM
• 5TH WHEEL PREP PKG W/ CAMERA

  $$25,90025,900

  $$32,90032,900

  $$32,90032,900

  $$48,90048,900

PLUS PST/GST

PLUS PST/GST

PLUS PST/GST

PLUS PST/GST

Stock #20U046Stock #20U046

Stock #19U171Stock #19U171

Stock #20U029Stock #20U029

Stock #20U079Stock #20U079

2012 HONDA CR-V LX AWD2012 HONDA CR-V LX AWD

2019 CHEV SPARK LT

STK C9509A

JUST IN

JUST IN

2.4 ENGINE, AUTO, 
FRONT HEATED BUCKET SEATS, 

136,000 KMS, 
LOCAL TRADE

1.4 ENGINE, AUTO, 
REAR VISION CAMERA, 

23,000 KM’S
ONLY

$13,990 + TAX

ONLY
$10,995 + TAX

2008 CHEV IMPALA SS 2008 CHEV IMPALA SS 
SEDANSEDAN

JUST IN

5.3 V8 ENGINE, AUTO, 
LOADED, 104,000 KM’S, 

LOCAL TRADE

INQUIRE
FOR PRICE

STK W9516ASTK W9516A

STK W8463ASTK W8463A
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