
coopathome.ca
204-325-8777

DOWNTOWN WINKLERWIN
WHAT YOU

PURCHASE!

Purchase any Samsung QLED, 
NeoQLED, OLED, Lifestyle TV 
or Freestyle Projector beteen 
November 1 and December 31st, 
and you will be automatically 
entered to win your purchase 
price back. 
Draw Date January 3rd, 2023

PKF Lawyers, Manitoba’s law firm,  
   delivers trustworthy, expert,  
       real-world results. pkflawyers.com
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Gala returns in a big wayGala returns in a big way
PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE

Among the more than 300 people on hand for the Boundary Trails Health Centre Foundation gala in Morden Friday were Brenda Klassen 

and Shelly Friesen as well as foundation executive director Shannon Samatte Folkett and chairperson Ben Friesen. Find more on this 

inside this edition.
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By Lorne Stelmach

A major fundraiser in support of the 
regional hospital made its return in a 
big way Friday.

The Boundary Trails Health Centre 
Foundation’s Building for the Future 
gala was back after the pandemic hi-
atus.

A fi nal tally was not available at 
press time, but organizers were ec-
static to be able to hold the event 
again as the last time it was held, the 
gala raised over $120,000.

“It’s exciting. I would say this is the 
favorite part of my job, putting these 
events together and getting every-
body in the community together to 
celebrate our hospital,” said Shannon 
Samatte-Folkett, executive director 
of the Boundary Trails Health Centre 
Foundation.

“It was a great turnout,” she said. 
“We have amazing support from 
these communities.

“This year, we amped it up and 
you can see the excitement,” she 
said in noting the boost from having 
the $64.4 million hospital expansion 
getting underway. “As people learn 
more and more about it, everyone is 
excited.”

“The greatest event was the sod 
turning ceremony because we’ve been 
working so long for it. Other than that, 
this is a great event, and Shannon has 
done fantastic work,” said foundation 
board chair Ben Friesen.

“This is very important with every-
thing that’s on the go ... we sort of did 
our fundraising kickoff  at the same 
time as the sod turning,” said Friesen.  
“But we are really looking to inform 
the public and let them know and see 
what’s in the works.”

The awareness is also equally im-
portant as the foundation now sets 
out to raise $10 million towards the 
hospital expansion on top of its annu-
al fundraising needs, added Friesen.

“Fundraising is always important 
because we have we have that budget 
that we always need, and that’s the 
palliative care and the spiritual care 
and the equipment. But now we’re 
really gearing up for something spe-
cial,” he said.

“To raise $10 million we know is 
huge. We know we’ve got a big feat 
ahead of us, so it’s not something we 
take lightly ... but we’re all prepared 
to work at it.”

PHOTO BY LILI KRUSHEL
Addressing and entertaining the crowd was Andrew Unger, the creator of the 

satirical Daily Bonnet.

Event a major fundraiser for Boundary Trails Health Centre Foundation

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The become-yoga community in Winkler celebrated its six-year anniversary in the 

community by giving back. The sale of Rose Quartz bracelets, necklaces, earrings 

and keychains plus monetary donations from the become-yoga community 

collected $425 for South Central Cancer Resource throughout the month of 

October, and LaDawn Insull presented the proceeds recently to program resource 

co-ordinator Karla Leite.

Become Yoga donation



By Lorne Stelmach

Winkler honoured outgoing Mayor 
Martin Harder last Tuesday as he pre-
pared for his fi nal meeting that eve-
ning as the head of city council.

Harder expressed gratitude and also 
refl ected on what he felt were key ac-
complishments over his four terms 
and 16 years in offi  ce.

“The city has become a place to 
dream, a place to live ... and I’m ex-
cited to have been a part of it,” said 
Harder, who also off ered some part-
ing advice for his successor. “If you 
don’t have a passion for the city and 
for the values of the city and for the 
groundwork ... you’re the wrong guy 
or gal.”

He had mixed feelings on the occa-
sion of bidding farewell to something 
that has been such an important part 
of his life.

“It’s obviously bittersweet. On one 
hand, you realize all the support that 
you have and all the projects that have 
been accomplished and how the city 
has grown and how it has developed 
... just to see that come together and 
have so many friends and so many 
people come here today to give their 
well wishes and express their appre-
ciation. The gratitude is tremendous.”

“It’s been 16 years and, honestly, a 
pleasure to serve,” he continued, cit-

ing how he has seen the importance 
“to be consistent, to serve with integ-
rity and the fact that a handshake to 
me is the same as a signed cheque.

“My commitment has been solidi-
fi ed. I think my faith has got deeper. 
I fully understand and realize that the 
whole comment about religion and 
politics don’t mix, and I would agree 
one hundred per cent that they don’t, 
but who you are as a believer makes 
a diff erence who you will be as a pol-
itician, and that’s where I base my in-
tegrity and base my honesty and the 
fact that what I saw is worth the same 
as a signature,” he said.

“The other thing that I think is im-
portant in life is to ensure that your 
commitment doesn’t waver,” he add-
ed. “And it doesn’t matter where you 
are in life ... if you make that commit-
ment early in life, you can understand 
and appreciate the fact that those are 
values that are foundational to your 
success.”

Harder cited the development of the 
Bethel Heritage Park in downtown 
Winkler as a key accomplishment 
during his tenure.

“Most cities struggle with identity 
for the core, and if I look at Winkler ... 
this, in my opinion, is the core of the 
city ... if that core isn’t kept alive, the 
city will fail,” he suggested.

“I think that’s the foundation of 

this community that will be the foun-
dation, it doesn’t matter whether 
it grows to be 25,000 or 35,000,” he 
said. “The importance of keeping the 
downtown alive, and the downtown 
changes a bit because, as the spread 
of Winkler goes north and south and 
east and west, that makes even more 
sense to keep that as a core area of the 
city.

“I felt we needed a destination point 
down here,” he said, citing it as one 

of those times where there had to be 
many discussions to convince oth-
ers. “That is a part of what makes the 
community alive.”

Another key project for Harder was 
the Meridian Exhibition Centre.

“It’s becoming the centre ... there 
were 2,000 kids who were within 
walking distance,” he said, while ac-
knowledging the challenges that were 
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WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
Shoe Repair 204.325.5538

YOUR FAMILY
FOOTWEAR STORE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

FALL DEALS

MUCK BOOTS

25% OFF20% OFF

$115.99

DOORCRASHERS 
HIS & HERS 

FLY STRIKE GTX

$305.00

WESTERN 
BOOT
#7024

BLUNDSTONE 
FOR THE

WHOLE FAMILY

HATS

25% OFF

KEEN FOOTWEAR
22111mw0

PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Martin Harder off ered his thanks to the community last week as he bid farewell 

after 16 years as mayor, and Henry Siemens paid tribute to him as part of the 

ceremony last Tuesday.

Winkler honours departing mayor

Continued on page 7
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By Raegan Hedley
When Mackenzie Gaultier had a sei-

zure at home, she had no idea it was 
the start of a journey with cancer. 

“I don’t remember any of it. I was 
taken to the hospital and the CT 
scan showed I had a brain mass,” 
says Gaultier. “I was ok. I know that 
sounds strange, but I thought ‘ok I 
just have to deal with this.’”

Gaultier, a photographer, wife and 
mother of two kids, was diagnosed 
with anaplastic oligodendrogliomas. 
She needed surgery to remove the tu-
mour, but because it was in the part 
of her brain that controls speech and 
language, she had to do the surgery 
awake. Gaultier says she’s had sur-
gery before, so that part didn’t phase 
her, but it was tough to wrap her head 
around the fact that they were operat-
ing on her brain.

“Because of COVID, my husband 
wasn’t allowed in the hospital. I had 
to say bye to him at the doors,” says 
Gaultier. “I really hoped I’d know 
who he was when I came back out.”

The surgery was a success, and 
Gaultier has been on chemotherapy 
since March 2022. She started shar-
ing her story on social media as she 

learned more about her diagnosis and 
her treatment progressed. 

“I’ve been sick before. It’s an easy 
way to keep people informed on 
what’s going on and helps to keep the 
facts straight,” says Gaultier. “When 
it comes to my cancer, I’m an open 

VOICE PHOTO SUBMITTED
Mackenzie Gaultier will be the guest speaker at this year’s Curl for Cancer on Nov. 

5.

Carman Curl for Cancer surpassed $1 

million in donations in 2021, which 

will be remembered thanks to a 

commemorative coin on the curling 

ice. Despite the pandemic, the event 

has raised over $50,000 each year for 

the last fi ve years.

Carman Curl for Cancer brings back full-blown bonspiel and banquet

Continued on page 7



By Patricia Barrett 
Manitoba may become a pesticide 

“outlier” should the provincial gov-
ernment pass Bill 22, The Environ-
ment Amendment Act (Pesticide Re-
strictions), which will reinstate the 
use of cosmetic pesticides.

In 2014 the then-NDP government 
banned the use of cosmetic pesticides. 
The current Conservative govern-
ment introduced Bill 22 in March to 
allow their use except in municipal 
playgrounds, picnic areas, dog parks 
and provincial parks.

Animal Justice, along with 10 other 
animal protection and rescue organi-
zations including the Winnipeg Hu-
mane Society and the Wildlife Haven 
Rehabilitation Centre, says the legis-
lation is “dangerous and regressive” 
and will put domesticated and wild 
animals at risk of illness and death. 

They wrote to environment, climate 
and parks minister Jeff  Wharton, who 
sponsored the bill, and health minis-
ter Audrey Gordon, requesting that 
the current pesticide restrictions be 
maintained. They also cited scientif-
ic research that shows the danger of 
pesticides to both human and animal 
health.

Kaitlyn Mitchell, staff  lawyer for 
Animal Justice, a Canadian national 
animal law advocacy organization 
that protects animals from cruelty 
and neglect, said she’s not aware of 
rankings that compare Canadian ju-
risdictions’ pesticide protections, but 
Manitoba would be the fi rst jurisdic-
tion to reverse course.

“If Manitoba rolls back restrictions 
on cosmetic pesticide use, it will be 
the fi rst province to do so, making us 
an outlier,” said Mitchell last week. “I 
am not aware of any formal ranking 
but when Manitoba passed restric-
tions on cosmetic pesticide use in 
2014, it joined a host of other prov-
inces that had already done so. These 
include Ontario, Quebec, New Bruns-
wick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Is-
land, and Newfoundland and Labra-
dor.”

B.C. doesn’t have provincial legis-
lation restricting the use of cosmetic 
pesticides, but dozens of municipali-
ties in that province have strong bans 
in place against their use, she said. 
Manitoba’s current legislation is “al-
ready weaker than several other juris-
dictions, including Ontario and Que-
bec” but stronger than Saskatchewan 
and Alberta’s restrictions.

“Rather than rolling back these im-
portant protections, Manitoba should 
be looking for ways to strengthen 
protections to better protect the envi-
ronment, animals and health of Mani-
tobans,” said Mitchell.

Pesticide is a term that encompass-
es herbicides, insecticides and fun-
gicides. They’re used to kill insects, 
plants, animals and other organisms. 
Specifi c pesticides include Deet, gly-
phosate, DDT and Malathion. 

In their Oct. 6 letter to ministers 
Wharton and Gordon, Animal Justice 
and the other organizations state that 
Bill 22 would violate the principle of 
non-regression, an environmental 
law principle that protects humans 
and ecosystems by prohibiting gov-
ernments from rolling back or weak-
ening environmental laws. 

And that could lead to legal chal-
lenges.

“If the Manitoba government goes 
ahead with its dangerous plan to al-
low more harmful pesticides to be 
used for non-essential purposes, 
Animal Justice and other concerned 
groups will certainly be assessing our 
legal options,” said Mitchell. “The 
precautionary principle in particular 
is a fundamental pillar of environ-
mental law enshrined in Manitoba’s 
Environment Act aimed at ensuring 
governments take preventative action 
in the face of serious environmental 
threats. Allowing more harmful pes-
ticides to be used for purely cosmetic 
reasons fl ies in the face of this import-
ant legal principle and will put the en-
vironment, animals, and vulnerable 
Manitobans including children at risk 
of serious harm.”

The U.K. government recognized in 
law earlier this year that animals are 
able to experience pain, fear and joy, 
among other emotions. But Canada 
has no similar legislation. Manitoba 

law on animal care exempts harm 
from pest control activities.

“Unfortunately, Canada does not 
have a law similar to the UK’s new 
Animal Welfare (Sentience) Act,” said 
Mitchell. “Manitoba’s Animal Care 
Act does make it an off ence to in-
fl ict suff ering, serious injury or harm 
upon an animal, but ‘generally ac-
cepted’ pest control activities are ex-
empt from the Act.” 

The provincial opposition NDP de-
layed Bill 22 in April. But the govern-
ment is expected to give third and 
fi nal reading to the bill in early No-
vember.  

NDP environment critic Lisa Naylor 
(MLA for Wolseley) said Bill 22 is a 
“huge disappointment,” and as far as 
the party knows, Manitoba would be 
the fi rst jurisdiction in North America 
to roll back restrictions on pesticides. 

There are already enough pressures 
on the environment from the climate 
crisis, which is contributing to species 
die-off  and causing fl ooding events 
that carry pesticides into and pollute 
waterways.

“Bill 22 sends a message that this 
government has a lack of concern 
about Manitobans’ health because of 
the impact additional pesticides can 
have,” said Naylor. “Through climate 
change we already have pesticides 
going into the environment.”

Although the bill prohibits pesti-
cides from being used in certain ar-
eas, Naylor said it’s “not enough” 
to protect Manitobans and animals. 
Non-provincial parks across the 
province, boulevards, fi elds could be 
sprayed. And she has been “repeated-
ly” unable to pin down the environ-
ment minister on how picnic areas are 
defi ned.

“On the one hand, the government 
is saying, ‘We think this is safe.’ But 
on the other hand, they’re saying, 
‘Just in case pesticides aren’t safe, 
we’re going to restrict them [in these 
areas],’” she said. “But they’re miss-
ing the point: they may be restricting 
pesticide from around schools, but a 
municipality can still spray the boule-
vard around that school.”

Homeowners will be able to spray 
their lawns should the bill pass. And 
that provides no protection for the 
next-door neighbour’s dog or cat, 

FILE PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT
A hot dog takes a dip in a pool. Animal Justice, the Winnipeg Humane Society and 

several other animal protection organizations say Bill 22, which will reinstate the 

use of cosmetic pesticides, is dangerous and regressive and will put domesticated 

and wild animals at risk. 

“Dangerous and regressive”: Manitoba set to become pesticide outlier if Bill 22 passes
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N
ovelist Paulo Coel-

ho once told a story 

about a man in a cer-

tain village who was 

always complaining 

about his lot in life. He was a 

Christian and found the weight 

of his “cross” much too heavy 

to bear.
One night, before going to sleep, he 

begged God to help him fi nd a way to 
change his burden.

That night he had a dream; the Lord 
led him to a warehouse. “Go ahead 

and change it,” God said. The man 
saw crosses of all sizes and 
shapes, each with the names of 
their owners. He picked an av-
erage size cross. But when he 
saw the name of an old friend 
written on it, he left it aside.

Finally, as God had permit-
ted, he chose the smallest cross 
he could fi nd. To his surprise, 
he saw his own name on it.

Many times when our focus is 
on all our worries at once, their 
collective weight can overwhelm us. 
Juggling responsibilities and obliga-
tions, dealing with unexpected issues, 
along with attempting to keep all the 
people in our lives healthy, happy, 

and satisfi ed can make our cross seem 
bigger than a hydro pole.

It’s a little like a poster 
I saw years ago, where a 
tiny mouse was sitting in 
front of a fl ashlight, and 
his shadow made him 
seem 10 times bigger and 
scarier than he really was. 
The more we project our 
fear on a burden, the big-

ger and scarier it gets.
Human beings make a 

few big mistakes when it comes to 
burdens. First, we look at other peo-
ple, who seem to carry their burdens 

• DON'T MIND THE MESS

How to carry your cross

By Lori 
Penner

B
eing a Toronto Maple 

Leafs fan comes with 

certain benefi ts—for 

instance it is incredi-

bly diffi  cult to mock 

or make fun of us.
Okay, stop laughing and hear me 

out on this.
Honestly, I know this to be the truth 

from personal experience. There is 
nothing you can say about the Leafs 
that we, as fans, have not already said 
about the team ourselves (and then 
some). Heck, we will often join in on 
the heckling and nod in agreement.

“What do the Toronto Maple Leafs 
and the Titanic have in common? 
They both look good until they hit the 
ice!”

“Why is the Hockey Hall Of Fame in 
Toronto? It’s the only way 
Leafs fans can get to see the 
Stanley Cup!”

“Why doesn’t Windsor 
have a professional hockey 
team? Because then Toronto 
would want one.”

The jokes are literally end-
less and we will laugh at 
every one one of them. It re-
ally is no fun taunting Leafs 
fans because we generally 
wholeheartedly agree with you.

I think perhaps being a Leafs fan 
might be a little like having a gam-
bling addiction. I mean you know the 
odds are incredibly low at this point 
but the possibility of a payoff  is just 
so tempting you keep going back for 
more and constantly losing. 

On more than one occasion my 

brother has threatened to abandon 
the Leafs in favour of anoth-
er team. Last year he was so 
upset he almost gathered all 
of his jerseys into a pile in the 
backyard and burned them, 
ready to jump ship for the 
new Seattle Kraken. 

But like any true Leafs fan 
he bailed at the last minute 
and continues soldiering on 

with the rest of us who have 
picked up the burden from 

our grandparents and parents who 
died wildly disappointed.

These days the best a Leafs fan can 
say is, “Hey—at last we’re not Otta-
wa fans” which is saying something 
really.

By Peter 
Cantelon

It ain’t easy being a Leafs fan

Continued on page 7

Continued on page 9
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overcome with the Stanley Agricul-
tural Society to make it happen.  

“And if others would have had their 
way, that facility would be sitting by 
the Boundary Trails Health Centre ... 
I said that’s the last thing we want 
to do simply from the growth of the 
city,” added Harder.

He went on to also highlight the de-
velopment of the Buhler Active Liv-
ing Centre as well as the move to take 
control of local Manitoba Housing 
projects.

“The biggest game changer is the 
fact that we bought the residential 
housing units from the province of 
Manitoba and said we can do a bet-
ter job,” he said. “And to this day, 
those housing units are actually gen-
erating a little bit of profi t ... prior to 
that, when the province was running 
it, they actually were in defi cit every 
single year.”

City manager Jody Penner ex-
pressed his appreciation for Harder.

“I can tell you ... that trust and re-
lationship is one of the most import-
ant things I have seen here,” he said. 
“And Martin was doing it way back 
in the day, and it’s really what got 
him into business.”

Henry Siemens also off ered a tribute 

built around his good fortune to have 
been sitting alongside Harder at the 
council table for the entire 16 years 
since 2006.

“I will say, without a shadow of a 
doubt, relations is very much who 
Martin is,” said Siemens. “Martin 
works very hard. The entire time he 
was here he worked passionately; he 
cared deeply for Winkler.

“Martin and I didn’t always agree, 
and at times we agreed to disagree 
fairly aggressively, but through it all, 
our relationship remained,” he said, 
describing Harder as having been a 
steady hand for Winkler through it 
all. “I have appreciated the opportu-
nity to work with you. I have appre-
ciated your mentorship, and I’ve ap-
preciated your friendship.

“We’ve been here through a tremen-
dous period of change and growth for 
Winkler ... Winkler has more or less 
doubled in the time that you have 
been mayor,” Siemens later conclud-
ed. “Your love for community, your 
passion for doing it right, your excite-
ment at projects will be missed. You 
have brought something to the city 
that has improved the city, that has 
grown the city.”

 

 >  MAYOR, FROM PG. 3

Look, it’s not as if we cannot be aggravated. I mean 
don’t even get us started about the personifi cation of 
evil that is Boston, the harbingers of all that is horrible 
in this world.

Sadly, my youngest brother is a Boston fan. Imagine 
going to a Leafs vs. Boston game at the Air Canada 
Centre with your two brothers, and a nephew. Three of 
you are wearing Leafs jerseys and one of you is wear-
ing a Bruins jersey.

It doesn’t help that my younger brother is also a 
mouthy Boston fan who has no problem being sur-
rounded by Toronto fans in the home arena and taunt-
ing them all mercilessly while Boston goes on to humil-
iate the home town heroes 7-1. We came within inches 
of brawling almost a dozen times. I think the threat of 
having to walk home quieted him down a little.

No, being a Leafs fan takes a certain amount of forti-
tude (we’ll use that word). 

It has been 55 long, horrible, record years since the 
Leafs have one a cup…a drought longer than any oth-
er team in NHL history.

However, if you are to bring this up Leafs fans are 
quick to point out that at 13 we (we feel like we’re part 
of the team at this point) have won more Stanley Cups 
than any other team in the NHL except the Montre-
al Canadiens whom we grudgingly respect because 
they have the worst fans of any team anywhere in the 
world. Honestly, I wouldn’t wish a Canadiens fan on 
any team.

So here we are heading into another season and this 
is the year for sure, maybe, hopefully. This is the sea-
son we don’t just start strong and collapse at the end. 
This is the season we add to those 13 cups.

But hey, if it isn’t, we still have 13 more cups than the 
Jets. 

 >  LEAFS FAN, FROM PG. 6

book. It doesn’t bother me to talk about it or 
post about it online.”

The committee for Carman Curl for Cancer 
loved Gaultier’s vulnerability and reached out 
to ask her to speak at the 29th annual Carman 
Curl for Cancer event on Nov. 5 at Carman Golf 
and Curling Club. 

During the height of the pandemic, the event 
had to pivot, opting to do an online auction in 
2020, and scaling things back in 2021 with a 
much smaller event and online auction.

This will be the fi rst time the event has had a 
guest speaker — plus the full program with the 
bonspiel, silent and live auctions, 50/50, ban-
quet and band — in three years. 

“We were so thrilled she was willing to speak. 
We always try to fi nd somebody local,” says 
Haley McIntosh, one of the 16 Carman Curl for 
Cancer committee members. 

Gaultier says she plans to tell her full story and 
talk about cancer in general. She says people 
have all sorts of diff erent reactions to her diag-
nosis. 

“Some close friends messaged me after it had 
been a while and told me they didn’t know what 
to say,” says Gaultier. “I’ll never be cancer free, 
which is scary, but I hope for medical advance-
ments so I can live with for at least 60 years.”

The funds raised from Carman Curl for Can-
cer go to South Central Cancer Resource, Can-
cer Care Manitoba and Carman Palliative Care, 
organizations that all provide treatment or sup-
port to people living with cancer and their fam-
ilies. 

“We’ve always been able to donate to them, so 
we want to make sure we keep that going be-
cause what they do is incredible, and they serve 
such a large area,” says McIntosh.

Carman Curl for Cancer came to be when Cliff  
Holliston’s daughter beat cancer, and he began 
volunteering at South Central Cancer Resource 
(then it was the Canadian Cancer Society offi  ce). 
The organization was looking for new fundrais-
ing initiatives, and he came up with the idea. 
Now almost 30 years later, the event has grown 
a lot and McIntosh describes it as “a well-oiled 
machine.” 

Gaultier has received support and treatment 
from both Cancer Care Manitoba and South 
Central Cancer Resource, and she says, “the 
care is amazing.” 

“As a patient, I am very grateful for events like 
this because the money goes to great programs 
that help patients like myself to aff ord treat-
ments like this,” says Gaultier. “When you’re 
sick it makes a big diff erence.”

New this year is a Calcutta, where attendees 
can bet on which curling teams will win during 
the day. The online auction for the event is al-
ready live and will stay up until the morning 
of Nov. 6, and 50/50 tickets are available on-
line. McIntosh says there’s still room for curling 
teams to register, and they are still looking to 
sell more tickets to the banquet.

All the information on how to register curlings 
teams and where buy tickets is available on In-
stagram (@carmancurlforcancer) and the Car-
man Curl for Cancer Facebook page.

 >  CARMAN CURL, FROM PG. 4
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By Lorne Stelmach

The Morden and District Chamber of Com-
merce is again looking to showcase outstanding 
local businesses.

After having to be cancelled last year due to 
the pandemic, the business awards gala will re-
turn in the new year, and the chamber is putting 
out the call for nominations with a deadline of 
Nov. 18.

The awards were last presented in 2020 when 
each honour was presented to the recipients by 
video without the gala, so it will be great to get 
together again in celebration of local businesses, 
said executive director Claire Agnew.

“I think it’s very important to recognize lo-
cal businesses for their success. When I look at 
the categories, I feel like there could even be so 
many more,” she said. 

“I do think the business community in Mor-
den is strong, and it keeps growing, so I think 
it’s  important for us to recognize them ... and 
it’s also the recipient can feel proud of how they 
contribute to our community.

“It’s nice that it is the community and their 
peers that are recognizing them,” she added.

The gala is planned for Jan. 26 at the Access 
Event Centre with comedian Dean Jenkinson as 
the emcee.

Awards will be presented in four categories 
- business of the year with less than seven em-
ployees, business of the year with seven or more 
employees, entrepreneur of the year and not for 
profi t organization of the year.

Criteria set out for the awards includes that the 
entrepreneur of the year be an individual who 
has been active in a business operating for at 
least four years perhaps as founder, owner or at 
least playing a senior role in the company.

A business, individual or organization is not 
eligible to enter a category in which they have 
been an award recipient in the last three years, 
and they may self-nominate or be nominated 
by another party. All nominees will be required 
to complete an information form to fi nalize the 
nomination.

The selection committee usually includes 
chamber reps along with the mayor of Morden 
and reeve of the RM of Stanley.

The recipients of the entrepreneur of the year 
and the not for profi t of the year honours will be 
announced prior to the awards gala, while the 
three fi nalists for each of the business of the year 
awards will be announced prior to the gala with 
the recipients announced at the event.

Complete criteria and information is available 
at www.mordenchamber.com.

Morden chamber calling 
for nominations

Business awards to return

Voice staff 

Three initiatives in Garden Valley 
School Division were among the lat-
est round of ideas to receive provin-
cial funding to support the mental 
health and well-being of students.

They were among 38 new projects 
to receive a portion of $3.2 million in 
funding from the Manitoba govern-
ment under the Teachers’ Idea Fund.

The three projects in Garden Valley 
School Division include the follow-
ing:

• Physical movement and safe spac-
es to support student mental health 
at Pine Ridge Elementary School - 
$90,000.

• Regulation tools to support men-
tal health at Plum Coulee School - 
$59,350.

• Mental health awareness through 
drama at Pine Ridge Elementary 

School - $56,498.
This latest investment is in addition 

to the funding of 25 multi-year proj-
ects announced in December 2021, 
and it will continue this school year 
for a total of $1.7 million. 

To date, the Teachers’ Idea Fund has 
approved 162 projects in 29 school di-
visions for total funding of $11 million 
targeting learning supports, mod-
els of teaching and learning, mental 
health and well-being, transitions in 
kindergarten to Grade 12 education 
and engaging families and parents.

Launched in March 2021, the fi ve-
year, $25 million Teachers’ Idea Fund 
received proposals focused on one or 
more of the following mental health 
and well-being strategies in its spring 
2022-23 intake - talking about mental 
health, training for teachers, incorpo-
rating mental health into teaching, 
providing appropriate tools and sup-

ports for students and taking care of 
teachers and staff .

“Manitoba’s Teachers’ Idea Fund 
provides teachers, staff  and school 
leaders with the resources needed to 
develop innovative projects that sup-
port high-quality learning and posi-
tive outcomes for their students,” said 
education and early childhood learn-
ing minister Wayne Ewasko. “Our 
government is pleased to approve 
projects that will support the mental 
health and well-being of students and 
educators.”

“It is fulfi lling to see school divi-
sions, principals and teachers work-
ing together to implement innova-
tive ideas to improve their mental 
health and well-being and that of 
their students,” said mental health 
and community wellness minister 
Sarah Guillemard. “Open discussions 
about mental health in our education 

system can help students and staff  
overcome barriers and reach their full 
potential.”

The work would not be possible 
without the input and advice of the 
Teachers’ Idea Fund Advisory Panel 
that reviews applications and sup-
ports their implementation, Ewasko 
noted. The panel is made up of di-
verse specialists from post-secondary 
institutions, the innovation sector, in-
dustry and business, mental health, 
government and kindergarten to 
Grade 12 education.

A progress report on previous proj-
ects highlights increased literacy 
and numeracy outcomes, attendance 
and engagement and student mental 
health and well-being. The Teachers’ 
Idea Fund progress report outlines 
how educators are putting innova-
tion into action to support students in 
Manitoba, Ewasko added.

Projects support student mental health

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888News or sports tip?
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 >  CARRY YOUR CROSS, FROM PG. 6
just fi ne. They’re making progress. They’re happy. Is there 
something wrong with us, that we can’t seem to manage 
as well as they do? Or did they just win some kind of heav-
enly lottery, and were born with a lighter load?

What it really comes down to is perception. Comparing 
your burden to another person’s is never a good idea be-
cause things are seldom as they appear. The guy leaving 
the bank with a smile on his face may be a pay cheque 
away from losing his house, and just consolidated his debt.

The happy family you see in the restaurant at the table 
beside yours may be taking a much needed break before 
they head back to the hospital to visit a terminally ill child.

We often allow worry to skew our view. The more we 
fear and dread what tomorrow may bring, the heavier to-
day’s burden will become. Holocaust survivor Corrie ten 
Boom wrote, “Worrying is carrying tomorrow’s load with 
today’s strength – carrying two days at once. It is moving 
into tomorrow ahead of time. Worrying doesn’t empty to-
morrow of sorrow; it empties today of its strength.”

We also tend to think that we need to carry our burdens 
alone. We’re ashamed and afraid to appear weak or inept, 
so we hide our fear and desperation from the people who 
love us and want to help us carry our crosses, even while 
carrying their own.

It’s important to remember that this life is not a competi-
tion to see who manages it the best; none of us would win 
that trophy. When we carry our burdens at our own pace, 
and in our own way, they don’t feel quite as heavy, and 
our cross often begins to shrink.

 

D
uring recent travels in England my wife 

and I found ourselves in unexpected 

moments. 
We were tourists in the country doing the 

usual sightseeing and tours. We learned how 
to use the train system and discovered the convenience of 
“the tube”—the subway system. We enjoyed seeing and 
touring in famous buildings such as Windsor Castle, and 
visiting places that had historic importance.

We developed a short list of the 
sites we would in- clude in our time 
in London, includ- ing a tour at Buck-
ingham Palace.  On Thursday, Sept. 8, 
we had tickets for an evening theatre 
production of Come From Away, the 
story of the incred- ible hospitality of 
the people of Gan- der, Newfound-
land when many planes arrived 
there following the September 2001 
bombing of the World Trade Cen-
ter. The hosts and guests had to face 
an unexpected series of needs in their care for one another 
through an unexpected event. They rose to meet the chal-
lenge.

When we arrived at the theatre we were about to enter 
into an unexpected moment. A security offi  cer at the door 
reviewed our tickets, and advised us that Queen Elizabeth 
had died. There would be an acknowledgement and two 
minutes of silence before the production began. When it 
was time to begin, the director greeted the audience, an-
nounced the Queen’s passing, the actors came onstage and 
we were all invited to observe two minutes of silence in 
her honour.

No instruction was given to stand for this time of silence 

By Randy 
Smart

• FAITH FOCUS

Unexpected moments
although it would be have been customary.  That 
was probably an oversight. What happened 
next was unexpected. As the realization of what 
this two minutes of silence represented, people 
stood up all over the auditorium and there was 
a staccato sound of folding theatre seats that 
echoed through the room. 

After the production was over, we headed for 
the tube station to return to our hotel. You could 
not miss seeing an exceptionally bright bill-
board shining on that street. It was an illuminat-
ed picture of Queen Elizabeth accompanied by 
the text “Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II  1926 
-2022”.

You may have seen television coverage of the 
days that followed. We spent time outside the 
gates of  Buckingham Palace and witnessed the 
arrival of many adults and families with fl ow-
ers. We heard the guns that echoed the methodic 

countdown of 96 years of a life lived. The nearby 
Royal Military Chapel off ered a quiet place to 
stop and sign a Book of Condolence. We stayed 
two more days in London before going to our 
next scheduled destination.

How we do respond to new circumstances that 
are beyond our control? Revised plans do not 
have to mean ruined plans. We can adjust our 
expectations and look to see what new choices 
are available to us. We never did get to tour at 
Buckingham Palace but we did witness some 
moments in history that we could not possibly 
have scheduled. In Psalm 112:7 we read that 
those who trust in the Lord “do not fear bad 
news; they confi dently trust the LORD to care 
for them.”

Randy Smart has been a pastor in Southern Mani-
toba since 1979.
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By Lori Penner

Receiving Christmas presents is something most 
children in Canada take for granted, but imagine 
being a child in a war-torn or Third World country 
and never knowing what it feels like to open a gift 
just for you.

This is where Samaritan’s Purse comes in, and 
since 1993, it’s partnered with local churches 
around the world to deliver 157 million Operation 
Christmas Child shoeboxes to children in need in 
160 countries. 

Each box – packed full of toys, school supplies, 
and hygiene items – is sent with love, and central 
region leader Andrea Zammit, who has been in-
volved with the organization for three years, said 
it brings her joy to bring happiness to children 
around the world.

“I love being a part of this. It’s a great way to meet 
other people who want to be involved. Their excite-
ment is contagious, and it’s always amazing how 
much gets done when we work together,” she said.

Zammit started fi lling shoeboxes when her own 
children were little. 

“I thought it was such a wonderful idea. It’s a way 
to pay it forward. It really spoke to me, and I want-
ed to teach my kids how to give,” she said. 

“We get so much here for Christmas, and we have 
so much. I want them to think about others too. It’s 
fun. I love doing stockings and this feels just like 
that. Packing something to make somebody hap-
py.”

Anyone of any age can get involved, she noted. 
“It’s not just the kids that are blessed by this. 

When I see seniors who think they’re too old to be 
reaching out anymore, but here they are knitting 
and crocheting things for the boxes. It’s a blessing 
to them.”

Filling a shoebox, she added, is a simple way to 

focus on the needs of others. 
“It makes you realize there are people in the world 

whose lives are even harder than your own, and 
brightening someone’s life brings a sense of pur-
pose and gratitude. Some of these children may 
never have owned anything, and the items in that 
shoebox might be the fi rst things that have ever be-
longed to just them.”

This year, the fi lled shoeboxes will be sent to 
West Africa, Central America, the Philippines and 
Ukraine, and Zammit noted the process is simple.

“Pick up an empty box at one of the distribution 
sites. Choose whether you want it to go to a boy or 

a girl, and which age group. Then have fun fi lling it 
up with things like hygiene items, school supplies 
and a ‘wow’ item that’s colourful and fun like a ball 
or a stuff ed animal. You can even include a person-
al note and a photo. It makes it extra special, and 
the kids really cherish that.”

Zammit added items like school supplies can 
change a child’s life. 

“They can make it possible for that child to attend 
school.”

Do not include things like candy, toothpaste, used 
or damaged items, war-related items, chocolate or 
food, fruit rolls or other fruit snacks, drink mixes, 
liquids or lotions, medications or vitamins, break-
able items such as snow globes or glass containers 
or aerosol cans.

When your box is ready, include the $10 shipping 
fee which helps with processing and training for 
volunteers. The fee also covers materials for a 12-
week discipleship program the children can choose 
to attend. Then collection week is Nov. 14 to 20. 

“People need to get their boxes packed and 
dropped off  at one of the distribution sites before 
then,” Zammit said.

There is the online option at PackABox.ca, and for 
more information, email shoeboxpv@gmail.com or 
call 204-362-6041.

Find empty shoeboxes at: Winkler - Winkler Li-
brary, Time-Out Sports, Dollar Tree, Dollarama, 
Tempo; Morden - Giant Tiger, Great Canadian Dol-
lar Store, Dollar Store Plus More; Altona - The Party 
& Gift Shop, Great Canadian Dollar Store; Carman 
- Prices’ Right, Toews Printing.

Drop off  locations include: Winkler - Gospel Mis-
sion Church (Main Winkler drop off  only during 
Collection Week - November 14-20; Morden - Dollar 
Store plus More, Great Canadian Dollar Store; Car-
man - Prices’ Right, Toews Printing; Altona - The 
Party & Gift Shop, Great Canadian Dollar Store.

VOICE FILE PHOTO
Central Region Drop-Off  Leader Andrea Zammit has 

been involved with the organization for three years, 

and says it brings her joy to bring happiness to 

children around the world.

Operation Christmas Child campaign underway

Deal helps drive Icon’s growth
By Lorne Stelmach

Martin Harder was pleased his last 
order of business as mayor of the City 
of Winkler was to help enable the con-
tinued growth of a successful local 
company.

A ceremony at the conclusion of his 
fi nal meeting as the head of council 
last Tuesday saw him off er his signa-
ture to complete a $1.7 million deal to 
sell 17 acres of land to Icon Technol-
ogies.

“That is exciting ... development 
continues,” said Harder, who added 
it was especially gratifying to be sell-
ing the land “to a company that has 
shown tremendous leadership in our 
community and integrity and (has 
been) a great employer.”

Harder was grateful the city could 
play a role to help ensure Icon Tech-
nologies continues to grow here in 

Winkler and expressed his apprecia-
tion to CEO and founder John Loew-
en and business manager Harv Gies-
brecht.

“John and Harv have built this com-
pany up to the point where that land 
was completely full, and they needed 
more land,” said Harder. “We had 
some drainage issues; we needed to 
work through where the drainage 
would be together with the RM of 
Stanley.

“We made the space available for 
John to continue to expand ... and if 
you think his place is big today,” he 
concluded.

The land is bordered by Russet Road 
and PTH 14 to the north, Icon Drive 
to the east, Roblin Boulevard to the 
south and Norland Drive to the west.

Speaking on behalf of Icon, Gies-
brecht recalled a discussion with one 

of the companies with which they 
deal.

“They started in a chicken coop on 
a farm, and today they’ve got about 
two and a half million square feet 
of production space on almost 400 
acres,” he said.

“So the question at the table one day 
was did you, could you ever envision 
this, was this the plan when you start-
ed out,” said Giesbrecht.

“You don’t know what the plan 
is; you can’t see through the mist of 
what comes down the road,” he con-
cluded. “But it’s really important to 
have really strong backing from peo-
ple who understand business, under-
stand the community and understand 
you don’t need a hand out, but you 
do need a level playing fi eld and op-
portunity to grow, and we certainly 
found that to be true.”
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By Lorne Stelmach

The importance of Central Station 
Community Centre was highlighted 
last week as part of the Winkler and 
District Chamber of Commerce small 
business week luncheon.

Central Station was cited as the 2022 
award recipient for nonprofi t organi-
zations as well as the Volunteer Man-
itoba community leadership award.

Executive director Bev Wiebe noted 
the strangeness of being a non-prof-
it recognized through a business 
awards program, but she highlighted 
why a facility and organization like 
this is utilized and needed in the com-
munity and the ripple eff ect.

“I believe that we all need to support 
our community in various ways, and 
by supporting Central Station and the 
community centre that we are, it will 
in turn support all of your business-
es,” said Wiebe.

“Our community has grown expo-
nentially ... with an increase in popu-

lation comes a demand for services,” 
she said, recalling how Central Sta-
tion grew out of a recognition there 
was a need to better co-ordinate those 
services and involve all stakeholders.

“The City of Winkler does not have 
the resources to address all of the 
critical needs within the community. 
There is no one single organization 
that can manage these needs alone 
within the community. To be eff ective, 
it’s going to have to be a collaborative 
approach,” she said.

“The vision was in response to a 
growing need for a hub in the commu-
nity that would help to reduce barri-
ers and connect community members 
seeking resources to the agencies and 
organizations.”

The vision and plan of course has 
evolved and continued to expand 
since it opened in 2014 and received 
its charitable status in 2016.

It has grown to have 10 paid staff  and 
up to a hundred volunteers monthly, 
and Wiebe went on to highlight their 

many services and priorities.
One of the most important is to 

manage aff ordable housing in the 
community, but just as vital are things 
like their drop-in times, regular com-
munity meal nights and food support 
and hosting an array of classes and 
workshops.

“We’ve seen an increased need in 
how we can serve and be a light in 
our community,” said Wiebe in touch-
ing on the challenges of the past two 
years.

She closed by again emphasizing the 
importance of their collaborative ap-
proach and their overall mission.

“Through my experience leading 
this team for the past six years, I have 
found this to be our strength,” said 
Wiebe.

“We are committed to amplifying 
the voice of the voiceless, shielding 
the powerless against injustice, recog-
nizing the power of practicing cour-
age and sharing our stories,” she con-
cluded. 

“We are committed to strengthening 
community through partnerships. We 
are committed to community space. 
We want to provide a safe and com-
fortable community space for every-
one who passes through the doors.”

PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Bev Wiebe, executive director of 

Central Station Community Centre, 

addressing the Winkler and District 

Chamber of Commerce small business 

week luncheon.

Collaboration the key with Central Station

By Lorne Stelmach

Her business journey couldn’t have 
been more challenging, but Megan 
Franklin has not only persevered but 
seen Frank and Olive even grow into 
something more in Winkler.

She highlighted those successes and 
the challenges faced in opening and 
maintaining a business in the midst of 
a pandemic as a featured speaker last 
Thursday as part of the Winkler and 
District Chamber of Commerce small 
business week luncheon.

“Frank and Olive started as a way to 
provide service. Frank and Olive has 
grown into a vessel for community 
outreach and has become a safe space 
for people to come and be them-
selves,” said Franklin, who expressed 
gratitude for the support of the com-
munity. “I am one hundred per cent 
here because of this community and I 
don’t ever plan to forget that.”

Franklin described her business as 
a wellness collective that is home to 
various beauty professionals who get 
to use their space.

She noted being one of the fi rst es-
thetician graduates from Northlands 
Parkway Collegiate in June, 2015. Af-
ter that, she went  back and forth a 
couple times between Winnipeg and 
Winkler. 

“Ultimately, I ended up right back 
where I started as an esthetician,” 
said Franklin, who gave credit to an 
opportunity in Winnipeg where she 

apprenticed. 
“I got to experience a mentorship 

with women who value me as an art-
ist, as an individual and as a friend,” 
she said.

“Moving back to Winkler, I had al-
ready decided that the only option 
for me would be to open a space I’ve 
always dreamed of,” she continued. 
“A studio where women can come 
together to work, to relax and to con-
nect.”

Opening day came in March 2020. 
“The fi rst week was surreal ... fi nally 

being in a space that I had dreamed 
about for so long,” said Franklin, but 
then by week three they had to close 
their doors because of the lockdown.

“This was not something that I ever 
expected to see in my lifetime, much 
less weeks after opening a business. 
What do you do when your entire 
business is close contact,” she said.

“This lockdown actually allowed me 
to take a step back and look at what I 
wanted Frank and Olive to become,” 
she added. “Could I use this opportu-
nity to go deeper and to make Frank 
and Olive matter in a diff erent way?”

Franklin then went on to talk about 
how the experiences were changing 
her personally as she was becoming 
more aware of the bigger picture.

Frank and Olive then re-opened in 
June, and she hoped they were in the 
clear while implementing all neces-
sary safety measures. They were start-
ing to gear up for the Christmas sea-

son, but then came another lockdown 
in November.

“This was devastating. The holidays 
are a season full of connections and 
community, and after losing out on so 
much of that year, we had high hopes 
for the holidays,” she said.

Franklin emphasized though that 
she knew they were still in a better 
place than others, so it was with that 
thought that she set out to help.

“I reached out to Genesis House to 
see if there was a way that we could 
support them through the holidays. 
This led to us collecting donations 
of clothing, toiletries and toys for the 
women and children who fi nd them-
selves at Genesis House,” she said. 
“Our community is so cool when we 
decide to come together and lift oth-
ers up.”

Come February, there was the go-
ahead to open again, but then came 
a third lockdown in May, and by that 
point it almost had been expected, she 
said.

In June, Franklin then sought sup-
port Pembina Valley Pride, so shirts 
were designed with the message ‘all 
spaces should be safe spaces’ with 
the proceeds going to Pembina Valley 
Pride. 

“I loved getting to connect with 
our rainbow community through my 
work,” said Franklin, who had antici-
pated some backlash but was encour-
aged by the positive response. 

Having re-opened for a third time 

in July, Franklin then highlighted 
their introduction of Dame products, 
which she described as having been 
created by women for women with a 
mission to close the pleasure gap.

“In a community where women are 
often under-represented and feel un-
der-valued, I felt it so important that 
we have a line of products designed to 
help women learn that they are worth 
more,” said Franklin, who again ex-
pected some backlash but was once 
again encouraged by the positive re-
sponse.

By August, the province had 
dropped the mask mandate, but they 
decided to keep it in place at their 
business. 

“I made the decision so that every 

PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Frank and Olive owner Megan Franklin 

touched on the challenges of opening 

and maintaining a business in the midst 

of a pandemic.

A small business with a bigger mission

Continued on page 12
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single person who wanted to visit the 
spa could, regardless of health con-
ditions that could potentially leave 
them vulnerable in public spaces,” 
she explained.

“I was reminded over and over 
again that the community I had built 
up around me was supportive and 
would respect the decision that I 
made,” she concluded.

 >  BIGGER MISSION, FROM PG. 11

By Ty Dilello
Harold Neufeld was born in Alto-

na on Oct. 10, 1927. That makes him 
95-years-old in a few weeks time. 

Before Neufeld was born, his par-
ents had lived for a number of years 
in the historic Schwartz House in 
town, a building that now serves an 
art gallery known as the “Gallery in 
the Park.” 

“When I was born, we moved into a 
little house around the corner of one 
of the churches,” recalled Neufeld. “I 
lived there until we moved to Lowe 
Farm, Carman, and then fi nally to 
Winnipeg when I was close to turning 
twelve.” 

Neufeld started playing hockey and 
football once he moved into the North 
Kildonan neighbourhood of Winni-
peg. He was a childhood friend of the 
great Terry Sawchuk, who went on 
to win four Stanley Cups, four Vez-
ina Trophies, and is known today as 
arguably the greatest goaltender to 
ever strap on a pair of pads. 

“Terry was from East Kildonan, and 
I was in North Kildonan, so we played 
against each other in school hockey 
when we were teens. Terry was actu-
ally a pretty good forward as well as I 
always remember him scoring a lot of 
goals in those years.” 

Neufeld played junior hockey in the 

1946-47 season for the Winnipeg Can-
adiens and the Brandon Elks. At this 
time, the NHL’s Montreal Canadiens 
signed him to a “C-Form,” which in 
those days tied you to the team for 
life. 

“The Canadiens sent me to Saska-
toon one year for a rookie camp, but 
I guess it didn’t go great as they told 
me there not to quit my day job.” 

Neufeld was then off ered a chance 
to play pro hockey in Scotland but de-
cided on going to school to become a 
chartered accountant instead. 

At this time, he still had a year of ju-
nior eligibility for football, so he took 
it and played junior football in 1948. 
And then the next year, when Neufeld 
was just 21, he joined the Winnipeg 
Blue Bombers for the 1949 season. 
Unfortunately, the Blue Bombers fi n-
ished the year with a disappointing 
2-12 record. 

After that one season with the Blue 
Bombers, his schooling became too 
much for Neufeld to play any sports 
competitively as he had classes three 
nights a week and Saturday mornings 
to boot. 

Neufeld took two years off  of com-
petitive football before returning in 
1952. Interestingly, Neufeld would 
actually gain more notoriety from 
football after his days with the Blue 

Bombers as he was a member of the 
Norwood/St. Boniface Legionnaires 
that captured the Canadian Interme-
diate Football Championship in 1952. 

Backed by 7,000 fans at Winnipeg’s 
Osborne Stadium in the champion-
ship game, the Legionnaires defeat-
ed the Peterborough Orfuns 31-18. 
Neufeld, a wingback, ran for two 
touchdowns in the win. That 1952 
team was inducted into the Manitoba 
Sports Hall of Fame in 2006. 

Neufeld and the Legionnaires al-
most repeated the following year but 
would lose the Western Final. In 1954, 
he joined the Winnipeg Rams and 
won one more Canadian Champion-
ship with them that season. In 2015, 
that squad was also inducted into the 
Manitoba Sports Hall of Fame. 

Neufeld began a public practice as 
a chartered accountant in 1954 and 
soon was a member of the Chartered 
Accountants of Manitoba. 

“I opened my own offi  ce in 1958, 
and by that time, I had a wife and two 
kids. I had to work to make a living, 
which meant I couldn’t play too much 
competitive hockey or football any-
more, so I gave it up and just played 
recreationally after that.” 

Later in life, Neufeld entered the 
political realm. He fi rst ran for the 
Manitoba legislature in the 1986 pro-
vincial election as a Progressive Con-

servative, losing to incumbent New 
Democrat Vic Schroeder by 527 votes 
in the north-end Winnipeg riding of 
Rossmere. In the 1988 election, with 
NDP support falling throughout the 
province, he defeated Schroeder by 
526 votes in a rematch. 

He went on to be a member of the 
Legislative Assembly of Manitoba 
from 1988 to 1993 and a cabinet min-
ister in Gary Filmon’s government 
from 1988 to 1992. During that time, 
he was appointed Minister of Energy 
and Mines with responsibility for the 
Manitoba Hydro Act. 

Nowadays, Neufeld is laying low at 
his East Kildonan home as COVID-19 
has gotten very bad in Winnipeg. 
Before the pandemic, Neufeld was a 
regular at the Reh-Fit Centre in Win-
nipeg, going for walks three times a 
week. After suff ering a heart attack 
at age 40, he has kept in strong shape 
ever since. 

When asked if he was a better foot-
ball or hockey player, Neufeld said he 
was better at hockey but that he was 
more successful in football. 

“I was a starter for the Bombers until 
my classes started, and then I had to 
give it up. All the practices were af-
ter work in those days because none 
of the players made enough money 
where football was their only job. Boy, 
things have sure changed!” 

VOICE PHOTO SUBMITTED
Altona’s Harold Neufeld was a multi-sport athlete that excelled in both hockey 

and football, signing contracts with the Montreal Canadiens and Winnipeg Blue 

Bombers.

Altona’s Neufeld played for the Blue Bombers
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The local RONA in Winkler was re-
cently part of a company-wide and 
nation-wide charitable eff ort.

The annual Lowe’s Canada Heroes 
campaign took place from Sept. 1 to 
Oct. 7, and it brought together a re-
cord number of 313 teams from across 
distribution centres, Lowe’s, RONA 
and Réno-Dépôt stores and RONA af-

fi liated dealer stores.
In Winkler, the local RONA store 

raised $2,678.58 to support the Bound-
ary Trails Health Centre Foundation. 
In Manitoba, the Lowe’s and RONA 
stores raised $20,129.71 to support the 
a variety of organizations.

The campaign overall raised over 
$1.44 million to support 242 local 
charities across the country, and 
Lowe’s Canada matched the amount 

raised by 50 per cent up to $2,000 per 
location

The fi fth Heroes campaign had un-
precedented engagement and cus-
tomers’ generosity, noted company 
representatives. 

“Helping build stronger communi-
ties is a top priority at Lowe’s Can-
ada, and this campaign refl ects that 
engagement. With 242 organizations 
supported, we hope to make a dif-

ference in the lives of many,” said 
Mélanie Lussier, director of external 
communications and sustainable de-
velopment.

“These are challenging times, both 
economically and socially. These or-
ganizations’ needs are greater than 
ever, and our teams are working ex-
tremely hard to support them.”

RONA part of national fundraising effort

or wildlife such as birds, rabbits or 
squirrels and benefi cial insects that 
cross that lawn. 

“There’s no guarantee that munic-
ipal parks such as Assiniboine Park 
won’t be sprayed because the bill al-
lows for that,” said Naylor.

The federal government is review-
ing how it rates glyphosate [a her-
bicide] after parent company Bayer 
faced thousands of lawsuits and has 
had to pay out millions of dollars, 
said Naylor. The federal government 
makes risk assessments on products 
but it doesn’t “come right out and say 
a product is safe.”

The Pesticide Atlas: Facts and Fig-
ures about Toxic Chemicals in Ag-
riculture, 2022 says pesticides have 
been identifi ed as one of the causes 
behind the quick and disastrous dete-
rioration in the abundance of animals 
and plant species.

“There is a consensus that pesticides 
play a signifi cant role in biodiversity 
loss – they harm biodiversity directly 
and indirectly,” says the atlas. “The 
control of weeds by broad-spectrum 
herbicides such as glyphosate leads 
to a decimation of fl owers and blos-
soms and thus to a shortage of food 
for insects that feed on fl owers and 
wild herbs.”

Glyphosate in particular is a “tox-

ic top-seller,” according to the Atlas, 
raking in $841 million U.S. in 2018. 
It has been classifi ed by the World 
Health Organization’s cancer research 
agency as probably carcinogenic.

Naylor said she has seen literature 
sent to farmers instructing them on 
the use of personal protective equip-
ment when they handle pesticides. 
But the “guy next door spraying his 
lawn is probably not wearing PPE” 
and there’s probably no “48-hour rec-
ommended window” to keep people, 
pets and other animals off  a lawn or 
grassy area after spraying.

“This legislation doesn’t put any-
thing into place for those kinds of 
provisions,” said Naylor. “There’s 
nothing to hold anybody to account.” 

Naylor sat on the provincial Stand-
ing Committee on Agriculture and 
Food in early October that heard di-
rectly from Manitobans about the 
pesticide bill. 

“There were a number of private citi-
zens and representatives from various 
groups who spoke to the committee 
about their concerns about the health 
impacts from pesticides, concern for 
pets and concern for additional costs 
to the health-care system,” said Nay-
lor. “One man spoke about how much 
his asthma improved and his ability 
to go outside in the summer once pes-

ticide restrictions came into place. He 
stands to lose that freedom because 
he knows his asthma will get worse.”

A spokesperson for environment, 
climate and parks minister Jeff  Whar-
ton said all pesticides used or sold in 
Manitoba are federally approved by 
Health Canada scientists.

“Health Canada ensures that pes-
ticide products do not present un-
acceptable risks to Canadians, their 
pets and the environment,” said the 
spokesperson.

By adding a list of “sensitive areas” 
to Bill 22 where pesticides can’t be 
sprayed, the government will protect 
pets and children, he said.

“Manitoba still has the strictest pes-
ticide regulations in the prairies,” he 
said. “By expanding our list of sen-
sitive areas, our government contin-
ues to protect our pets and children 
while keeping our community safe 
and minimizing our environmental 
impacts.”

He said that over 70 per cent of Man-
itobans would like the current pesti-
cide restrictions rescinded.

“During public consultation, the 
Manitoba government found that 
over 70 percent of Manitobans want-
ed to see the current restrictions 
pulled back or rescinded.”

 >  PESITICIDE OUTLIER, FROM PG. 5
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By Lori Penner

The South Central Regional Library Altona Branch 
recently hosted an evening of conversation with In-
digenous author David A. Robertson.

The Oct. 27 event was as a follow-up to the li-
brary’s Indigenous Stories Community Book Club’s 
study of his book Black Water.

Black Water tells the story of a son who grew up 
away from his Indigenous culture and takes his 
Cree father on a trip to the family trapline, and he 
fi nds revisiting the past not only heals old wounds 
but creates a new future. 

It’s about the journey of a young man becoming 
closer to who he is, who his father is and who they 
are together and their connection to the land.

Robertson read an excerpt from the book and 
spoke on a variety of topics ranging from truth and 
reconciliation, Indigenous aff airs, bias, love, grief, 
masculinity and vulnerability, and he shared how, 
after his parents separated, he grew up with little 
knowledge about his Indigenous heritage. 

“The way we learn about ourselves is family. If 
we don’t have that connection, we’re missing a big 
chunk of our development,” he said.

After his father moved back home when Robert-
son was in high school, he became his mentor and 
his best friend. 

“He asked me if I’d take him to visit his trapline. 
He hadn’t been there for 70 years, and I felt his time 
was getting short. Out on the boat, I noticed how 
his frailty left, and he became visibly stronger. And 
I realized he drew strength from the water.”

He felt as though he and his father had been com-
ing here their whole lives, and that every moment 
had been leading up to this. 

“He used to say to understand who we are, we 
have to know where we’ve been. So, I thought 
about the need to write what I was feeling on the 
land that day and how even the things that hap-
pened 100 years ago were a part of that journey to 
the trapline and how the entirety of our lives had 
led us there.”

The experience led to a trilogy of stories about his 
father: a picture book, a memoir and a podcast. 

After his father’s death in 2019, Robertson’s grief 
was overwhelming, so he returned to the trapline 

with his family, searching for peace. 
“It was like the land calmed me and made me for-

get about my anxiety. The experience of those that 
came before us, the sense of home and healing we 
can get from the land is something that lives within 
us and within the generations that came before us 
and the ones that come after us.”

Robertson decided to become a writer at the age 
of eight, thanks to a Grade 3 teacher who encour-
aged and believed in him. Today, his writing covers 
a wide variety of genres, and all 29 of his published 
works – 26 of them for children and young adults – 
are connected to the theme of reconciliation.

“My dad and I talked about reconciliation a lot,” 
said Robertson. 

“One of the things we talked about was how it’s 
really a conversation - this process where we tell 

each other stories. And we listen to the stories. And 
we learn about each other, and we develop under-
standing, and through that understanding, we de-
velop respect for one another, starting off  with this 
shared humanity that we have,” he said.

While this is a good starting point, Robertson says 
recognizing and honouring each other’s diff erences 
is also important.

“My dad used to say you don’t really know some-
body until you actually know them. So, the process 
of reconciliation is to put aside the preconceptions 
we have of each other and just sit down and lis-
ten,” he said. “There’s an understanding that comes 
from listening, and we’d be a lot better off  today if 
we’d always done that. I don’t think reconciliation 
is really that complicated. And it’s never too late to 
start.”

Robertson also read an excerpt from his most re-
cent book, The Theory of Crows, which refl ects his 
own grief journey. 

“It’s a book about a guy becoming estranged from 
his daughter and how the grandfather is their one 
anchor. When that anchor dies, they return his ash-
es to the trapline, where they heal themselves and 
their relationship.”

Robertson took advantage of his visit to Altona to 
share his thoughts and experiences with students at 
Ecole Elmwood Elementary School and W.C. Miller 
Collegiate as well.

“I’m lucky enough to speak to kids almost daily, 
and they’re amazing and learning so many things. 
I feel hopeful for the future when I talk to them. 
They’re so much more ready than we give them 
credit for. I have an urgency to develop and foster 
that ability in children to make this world a better 
place, because we sure need it.”

He says the greatest lesson his father taught him 
was to help people no matter what you do. 

“He had this quote in a notebook that said I am 
only one, but I am one. I can’t do everything, but 
I can do something. What I can do I ought to do. 
So, he chose jobs that enabled him to help as many 
people as possible. 

“I feel like that is something I’ve tried to internal-
ize in my work as a writer. I just try to put out books 
and do work that helps people and heals them in 
some way.”

PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Indigenous author David A. Robertson read an 

excerpt from his book, Black Water, at a presentation 

at the Altona Library last week.

Author addresses his journey, reconciliation
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Could you survive a month of pov-
erty?

Central Station Community Centre 
is inviting people to fi nd out by tak-
ing part in a unique poverty simula-
tion experience.

It is planned for Nov. 22 with a 
choice of sessions with one simulation 
held from 9 a.m. to noon and another 
from 6 to 9 p.m. at Central Station at 
555 Main Street in Winkler.

Esther Zacharias, community devel-
opment co-ordinator, noted about 11 

per cent of Manitobans are current-
ly living in poverty, and many more 
have incomes above the poverty line 
but their incomes are still low enough 
to qualify for programs like income 
assistance.

“Recent economic stresses have seen 
unemployment rates rise, and the 
use of our local food cupboard has 
increased signifi cantly over the last 
year,” Zacharias noted.

“It is diffi  cult for those who have 
enough to truly understand the situ-
ation that families living in poverty 
experience everyday – the decisions 

they have to make and the fears and 
frustrations they feel. 

“That is why we are inviting you 
to walk a mile in the shoes of those 
facing poverty by participating in the 
poverty simulation,” she said. The 
poverty simulation provides partici-
pants with the opportunity to assume 
the role of a low-income family mem-
ber living on a limited budget.” 

The experience is divided into four 
15 minute sessions with each repre-
senting one week in which you must 
provide for your family and maintain 
your home. 

One past participant commented 
that “this poverty simulation dramat-
ically demonstrates how much time 
and energy many families have to 
give just to survive from day to day. It 
quickly dispels the myth that people 
would do fi ne if they would only go 
out and get a job.”

Central Station is co-ordinating this 
event in partnership with the Garden 
Valley Teachers Association.

Please RSVP by Nov. 14 by calling 
204-325-0257 or e-mailing info@win-
klercentralstation.ca.

Event challenges you to experience poverty



Remembrance Day - Friday, November 11

So many stories to be told
Morden Legion banner project 
maintains momentum
By Lorne Stelmach

Denise Unrau Thiessen and her 
family are proud to see their fa-
ther’s image on display for Re-
membrance Day.

He was included this year among 
the latest additions to the com-
memorative banner project in 
Morden, and it is nice affirmation 
of his commitment to his country 
even though he ended up not go-
ing overseas.

“It was very cool for us to be a 
part of this and be able to see this 
happen,” she said recently. 

“It was actually quite emotional 
for me and my family, being able to 
understand what he had gone 
through back then and being so 

alone with it,” she said. “You can 
definitely tell he had pride in what 
he did accomplish for sure.”

“He never got out of Canada. He 
finished training though, and he 
did wear the uniform, and he did 
get the 39-45 war medal, so he did 
serve a period of time ... he was de-
serving,” said Ken Wiebe, who has 
spearheaded the banner project, 
which is now in its fourth year.

The Morden Legion collection of 
commemorative banners honour-
ing local veterans continues to 
grow with the banners displayed 
in various locations for about a 
month around Remembrance Day.

Continued on next page
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They feature images of area residents who 
have served the country including the whole 
spectrum of service from the first and second 
world wars and Korean war to women who 
served in war and peace time and someone 
who has served recently.

The banners all include the Legion crest, 
City of Morden logo as well as the honouree 
and banner sponsor, and some of the banners 
feature a poppy to signify that person died in 
service, and banners will also note the battle 
or location where they fought and died in ser-
vice.

Families submit a photo of the person and a 
little bit of their service history, and the only 
requirement otherwise is that the subjects be 
members of the community or at least from a 
family with a strong lasting connection to the 
community.

“We never really thought about it,” said 
Thiessen, who added they didn’t necessarily 

even think their father would really qualify for 
the banner program, so they very much appre-
ciated the support they got from Wiebe to in-
clude their father.  “He had said your dad was 
willing and he was able,” said Thiessen, whose 
father passed away in 2014.

Like many others, there wasn’t necessarily  
much said or shared about the his experienc-
es.

“My dad was very quiet about his time in the 
Canadian Army ... he never wanted to talk 
about it ... but I think that is pretty common,” 
said Thiessen.

“He had some health issues during his time,” 
she said. “He never went overseas ... before he 
had a chance to go overseas, the war had end-
ed. He had completed his full training and was 
ready to go ... thankfully the war ended.

“We have a lot of dad’s stuff from when he 
was in there ... and we got more information,” 
said Thiessen, who remembers her father of-

ten participating in Legion parades to the ceno-
taph.

“I remember doing that with him as a kid, so 
having all of this come together is pretty cool.”

Wiebe observed that it is always interesting to 
discover the stories associated with the people 
on the banners.

Take, for example, those of Irene ‘Micky’ 
Monaghan and Ramsey Monaghan.

“They didn’t have family, didn’t have children, 
and that’s primarily who does the banners,” he 
noted. “Somebody asked me about a year and a 
half ago how come the Monaghans aren’t up 
there ... so I said you can take it on, and they did.

“Because Ramsey had been a firefighter and 
fire chief in Morden for, I think, for 25 years, the 
fire department said they would take it on,” he 
added.

Ramsey was sent to Europe in 1943 and fought 
in the  battle for Sicily in 1943, and Wiebe noted 
something interesting was discovered only when 

he returned. 
“When he was released, I think it was late 1945 

or early 1946, he was 21 years old; he was finally 
old enough to vote, and he had been in Europe 
for five years ... so he was actually just barely 17 
or thereabouts when he enlisted.”

Micky enlisted in 1943 and had attained the 
rank of sargeant by war’s end, and she married 
Ramsay after returning home in 1946. Both went 
on to be long serving members and supporters 
of the Morden Legion branch. Ramsay especially 
became well known in the community first as a 
barber then later for running a clothing store for 
a long time.

Another honouree this year is William Hen-
derson, an aircraftman who enlisted in 1943 and 
was attached to two squadrons working on Spit-
fire and Typhoon aircraft. He went on to postings 
in England, France, Belgium, Holland and Ger-
many, where he was located when the war end-
ed.

Provided photo
The family of Cornelius Unrau including daughter Denise Thiessen, 

son Ron Unrau, son Larry Unrau, son Daryl Unrau and daughter Leona Rachul.

“His family is no longer here, but because he 
lived here, and they grew up here, his boys 
wanted to do a banner for their dad in memory 
of him.”

George Wesley Hodgson was added this year 
under similar circumstances.  He enlisted in 
1941 and was also an aircraftman who went 
overseas in 1944. His family name now as well 
is almost gone from the area, but family locat-
ed elsewhere wanted to honour him.

Another interesting story is attached to Myr-
tle Elisabeth Petersen, whose family name was 
Spencer. There were three children in service 
including not only herself but her eldest broth-
er Baden and youngest  brother Ralph, who got 
killed on Juno Beach.

Continued from previous page
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members of the community or at least from a 
family with a strong lasting connection to the 
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“We never really thought about it,” said 
Thiessen, who added they didn’t necessarily 

even think their father would really qualify for 
the banner program, so they very much appre-
ciated the support they got from Wiebe to in-
clude their father.  “He had said your dad was 
willing and he was able,” said Thiessen, whose 
father passed away in 2014.

Like many others, there wasn’t necessarily  
much said or shared about the his experienc-
es.

“My dad was very quiet about his time in the 
Canadian Army ... he never wanted to talk 
about it ... but I think that is pretty common,” 
said Thiessen.

“He had some health issues during his time,” 
she said. “He never went overseas ... before he 
had a chance to go overseas, the war had end-
ed. He had completed his full training and was 
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“We have a lot of dad’s stuff from when he 
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said Thiessen, who remembers her father of-
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on the banners.

Take, for example, those of Irene ‘Micky’ 
Monaghan and Ramsey Monaghan.
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for five years ... so he was actually just barely 17 
or thereabouts when he enlisted.”
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rank of sargeant by war’s end, and she married 
Ramsay after returning home in 1946. Both went 
on to be long serving members and supporters 
of the Morden Legion branch. Ramsay especially 
became well known in the community first as a 
barber then later for running a clothing store for 
a long time.

Another honouree this year is William Hen-
derson, an aircraftman who enlisted in 1943 and 
was attached to two squadrons working on Spit-
fire and Typhoon aircraft. He went on to postings 
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many, where he was located when the war end-
ed.
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1941 and was also an aircraftman who went 
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is almost gone from the area, but family locat-
ed elsewhere wanted to honour him.
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We Will 
Remember!

“Her oldest brother served in world war one, 
and her youngest brother served in world war 
two,” noted Wiebe, who added the oldest broth-
er “was only 17, and he was in the trenches in 
France, and his mother found out where he 
was, so she advised the army that he was only 
17, so they packed him up and sent him home,” 
said Wiebe.

“Their father served as well in a reserve regi-
ment in Ontario before the family came to 
Manitoba,” he added.

“I had limited information for the brothers at 
first,” recalled Wiebe. “When you get more in-
formation, the story just expands ... and now 
they want to do a banner for their grandfather, 
who served in the reserve regiment.

“I’ve learned so much about so many fami-
lies. There are families that are connected like 
you would not believe,” said Wiebe, who is not 
surprised now the banner project continues to 
grow, and it really says something about how so 
many families in this area were impacted and 
made sacrifices.

“Look at our cenotaph. There’s a lot of names 
on there, and a lot of those names are still here 
and kin to those people,” he noted. “I think a lot 
may not even realize they’ve got family on that 
cenotaph.

“I really get good feedback about this project, 
especially this year ... and Manitou is now work-
ing on a banner program as well,” he continued.

“I think it’s a great idea; it’s not my idea, it’s 
not an original idea,” he noted. “But I needed 
the support of the legion and the community ... 
and I have had one hundred per cent support 
from the Legion executive and membership, 
and I had full council support.”

Wiebe  has a clear thought on why this is im-
portant and continues to be so well received 
and especially now.

“It’s important because we forget ... that’s 
why we need to have Remembrance Day every 
year,” he said. “You forget where your freedom 
comes from; that can start to erode ... so it’s im-
portant that we remember our freedom wasn’t 
free. There are so many people who sacrificed 
not only a portion of their lives but some of 
them sacrificed their whole life.

“We hear a lot about freedom lately ... well, 
you know, freedom isn’t free. What are you 
willing to pay for your freedom? At what cost 
are you willing to keep your freedom,” he con-
cluded.

“They all served, not knowing if they were go-
ing to come back ... look at our cenotaph; many 
of them didn’t come back.”

Thiessen agreed this is a vital project as there 
had been so much impact on so many local 
families over time.

“You always hear that ... especially with the 
Mennonite culture ... you hear that’s not what 
they believe in ... but there was a time when it 
was expected,” she said. 

“There’s a lot of people from here who did in 
fact go ... so I think it’s absolutely wonderful to 
do this and be able to go down the streets and 
see our history. It’s a great way to show respect.”

The Winkler Veterans Association will present a 

Remembrance Day service on Friday 11/11/22 
starting at 10:45 am at the P W Enns Centennial

All are welcome to attend the service to remember those 

who fought and and died for our Rights and Freedoms. 
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By Lorne Stelmach

A pair of paleontologists in the Pem-
bina Valley are receiving recognition 
in their fi eld for a recent discovery.

Pembina Paleontology announced 
the discovery of a new paleo-octopus 
fossil from southern Manitoba, and 
their research was published in the 
Proceedings of the 29th Canadian Pa-
leontology Conference.

“All of the similar fossils in this area 
have historically been lumped togeth-
er as squid,” said Anita Hatcher, the 
lead author of the research paper who 
operates Pembina Paleontology with 
her husband Joseph. “We now know 
that the largest of these share mor-
phological and phylogenetic relation-
ships with modern octopods.” 

The specimen is the fi rst major fos-
sil discovery for the young research 
company founded in 2021.

Both formerly played leading roles 
with the Canadian Fossil Discovery 
Centre, so starting up Pembina Pale-
ontology was going back to familiar 
territory the husband and wife team, 
who returned to the paleontology 
fi eld with the new venture after hav-
ing taken time away to focus on start-
ing and raising a family.

Both said it was a special moment 
for them when they came to realize 
what they had discovered.

“The excitement began when I real-
ized that the fossil undoubtedly be-
longed to the paleo-octopod genus 
Enchoteuthis,” said Anita. “It had 
never been documented, in-situ, in 
Manitoba before, making it a fi rst.”

“There was a lot of buzz and excite-
ment about our research, as many of 
our peers at the conference are cepha-
lopod researchers,” said Joseph, who 
presented the research paper at the 
Canadian Paleontology Conference. 

“This specimen is important in terms 
of paleoecology as it, combined with 
other known specimens, are indica-
tive of at least a regional megafaunal 
turnover from the marine reptiles to 
large octopods,” he explained. “The 
local fossil record is teaching us that 
these paleo-octopods were the major 
predators during the late stages of 
Manitoba’s cretaceous seaway.”

“The goal of research is the ad-
vancement of science for the greater 
reservoir of human knowledge,” said 
Anita. “This fossil discovery accom-
plishes just that, the specimen itself 
is the fi rst of it’s kind from the creta-
ceous of Manitoba that has all of the 
important fi eld data from which we 
can learn about the paleo-octopus 
and its ancient marine environment.”

She sees this as being a big boost to 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
J.B. Hatcher, son of paleontologists Anita and Joseph Hatcher, on the day that the octopod was discovered. Their research 

then revealed that the husband and wife team behind Pembina Paleontology had made a signifi cant fi nd.

Major fossil find in the Pembina Valley

their scientifi c endeavours and scientifi c endeavours.
“It just continues to lend to our creditability as leaders in 

the fi eld of paleontology,” she suggested, noting they are 
Manitoba’s most published professional paleontologists. 

“For the layperson, we’re talking about a previously un-
known window in cretaceous Manitoba,” she continued. 
“It’s a snapshot in time in which the large mosasaurs and 
plesiosaurs had been replaced as the megafaunal predator 
of the western interior seaway by a type of giant paleo-oc-

topus.
“Imagine the largest six meter Giant Pacifi c Octopus that 

you might fi nd off  the coast of B.C. today. Now imagine it 
three times that size and hungry,” she said. “With six me-
ter arms and a beak that rivals a Triceratops, this paleo-oc-
topus could bite clean through any reptile bone.

“And our specimen, combined with others discovered in 
North Dakota, show that the paleo-octopus Enchoteuthis 
was the dominate predator of the upper Pierre Seaway.”
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Morden native pens new book: Heart Attack
By Lorne Stelmach

Life has taken Jeff  Schmidt on quite a 
journey, and the 48-year-old born and 
raised in Morden has documented a 
life-changing event in a book which 
he hopes could help others in similar 
circumstances.

He channeled his creativity to make 
Heart Attack - Finding Hope, Joy and 
Inspiration Through Adversity, which 
resulted from his own health scare, 
using his artistic skills to portray the 
experience.

Schmidt noted how the experience 
inspired him to capture, in word and 
picture, the whole journey with its 
complete melee of emotions and ad-
venture.   

“These horrible times can be turned 
really into times of hope and life,” 
Schmidt said during a recent Zoom 
interview from his home in the Unit-
ed Kingdom.

“That’s my real hope for the book, 
that it can be a blessing for those peo-
ple who fi nd themselves in that situ-
ation,” he said. “I really would love it 
to be a book that would help people 
who are feeling that sense of hope-
lessness.”

Schmidt traces the birth of his artis-
tic skills to his childhood, when he 
would regularly slip into his dad’s 
workshop, taking in the smells of old 
tools and well-used paint brushes to 
admire his experiments with waterc-
olours.

As well, he benefi tted from the fam-
ily’s scenic location outside Morden.

“As a child, I spent loads of time in the woods 
behind my house. I would be down building 
tree houses pretty well all day,” said Schmidt. 
“I remember sleeping under the stars one 
night down in the woods, and a skunk just 
walked right by me ... there was this connec-
tion to the natural world ... in my mind, it’s 
very idyllic.”

Later on, while attending Garden Valley Col-
legiate in Winkler, his creativity further blos-
somed under the tutelage of the much-loved 
art teacher Marcel Debreuil.

“He totally transformed my view on art ... he 
just had this way of wildly inspiring people,” 
recalled Schmidt. “The thing I loved most 
about his classes was learning how to do por-
traiture, spending hours watching him and 
then doing portraits.”

STRANGE WORLD
About two years ago, Schmidt suff ered a se-

ries of heart attacks that removed him from 
the life he knew as a relatively healthy and 
overambitious 40-something professional. 

Eventually, with being treated and recov-
ering in hospital, he had a wealth of time on 
his hands, although it didn’t start with any 
thought of this experience  becoming a book.

“I don’t think it was ever something I had 
wanted particularly to do,” Schmidt said. “I 
ended up in hospital, and it really did feel like 
this strange world ... ending up in hospital in 
the midst of COVID, it was this really bizarre 
experience where you’re sort of shuttled away 
... it was such a diff erent place.

“I remember the intensity of everything,” 
he continued. “It was almost like these spider 
senses picking up on everything around me, 
and I almost became hyper aware of all the 
nuances and conversations and dynamics and 

 SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
Artist Jeff  Schmidt’s (below) heart attack experience inspired his new book called Heart Attack—Finding Hope, Joy, and 

Inspiration Through Adversity.

Continued on page 21
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>  HEART ATTACK, FROM PG. 20

relationships. I was seeing things and 
noticing things I hadn’t previously 
noticed.

“I almost felt compelled and sort of 
drawn in to record it in some way. 
There was something down deep that 
felt very profound to me.

“I happened to have my sketch book 
and pen there, so I started recording,” 
Schmidt said. “I was drawing the 
ward and some of the people on the 
ward and then obviously riding along 
with it and capturing little vignettes.”

He recalled sharing one of the fi rst 
creations with a nurse on the ward; 
she soon showed it to the rest of the 
staff .

“It was my wife then, I shared it 
with her, and she encouraged me to 
share it on social media ... and peo-
ple were sending all these lovely 
comments back about having the 
insight into what was going on, and 
they were asking for more,” recalled 
Schmidt. “The more I did, the more 
people kept saying you’ve got to put 
this in a book.

“When you’re doing these sorts of 
drawings in-situ, it’s a great way to 
strike up conversations with people,” 
he added. “Each of the entries is al-
most like a little bit of meditation in 
and of itself.”

He cites the example of the person 
he identifi ed as “the Turk.”

“Rotund yet sturdy in form, he was 
a seasoned man, one who had seen 
the world. Granted, he struggled with 
an impressive catalogue of ailments—
bowel cancer, indigestion, constipa-
tion, emphysema and general grump-
iness (my diagnosis).  However, he, 
too, was a player.  

“My initial impression was that he 
was a polite, generous man.  Asking 
for help with warmth and respond-
ing with a well-oiled, apparently 
heartfelt, Middle Eastern ‘thank you 
so much’.  However, his true nature 
slowly oozed out. His constant buzz-
ing of the call-bell echoed throughout 
the ward as his list of requests grew 
exponentially.  

“Inevitably, the staff  were not able 
to grant all of his pleas, and so his 
requests turned into demands. The 
demands became increasingly more 
patronising—dismissing the nurses 
with fl icks of the wrist and gnarled 
words.  

“The atmosphere shifted dramati-
cally; a sense of unease wrapped its 
calloused fi ngers around the ward. 
At one point, in his stewing anger, he 
turned to one of the nurses, and in a 
horrible low growl seethed, ‘I don’t 
want to talk you anymore, go away, 
I’m fi nished!’

“Not only was everyone in the vi-
cinity disgusted, but their spirits were 
withering, including ‘The Turk’ him-

self, who was being sucked down a 
spiral of self-pity. That was death. 
That was what causes heart attacks.”

Schmidt can better refl ect now on 
the whole experience and how the 
book came about as a result. 

“One of the biggest things I noticed 
about being in hospital, especially the 
fi rst few days ... I had no idea of the 
ramifi cations,” he noted. “As I started 
to write the book and to put it togeth-
er, it really felt like an answer to those 
people who found themselves in the 
very same situation ... if I’d had a book 
like that ... this could be a moment in 
time that shifts the rest of your future, 
and that is certainly what I felt.

“One of the things I would love to 
do now is connect with hospitals ... 
get these into hospitals and just have 
them there for patients.”

He is proud of it the book now even 
while realizing how it was such a 
gradual process, like having a child 

and not necessarily fully seeing the 
growth that is happening in the mo-
ment.

“The amount of things that I’ve 
learnt in the process that I’ve gone 
through is extraordinary.  At times, I 
feel very proud, and at other times, I 
feel it’s not really much to write home 
about.”

Above all, he values his reconnec-
tion to what all originally inspired 
him, including nature.

“As you go through life, it all slowly 
gets pushed aside ... this has fi rst of all 
now made me pause and take a step 
back, and through that, I’ve sort of 
rediscovered the natural world,” said 
Schmidt.

“It’s returning to those rhythms 
that I had as a child, really. There’s 
something really healing about it ... 
and I’ve come back to the art now 
obviously,” he continued. “I’ve got 
this really great position where I’ve 

deconstructed life only to reconstruct 
something much healthier.”

As far as what’s next, Schmidt noted 
how he has been fi nding some people 
are inspired to try doing his style of 
art, so he has the thought of   develop-
ing an online course called “drawing 
your way out of adversity.”

“Another thought I’ve got rumbling 
around is this book is designed for 
adults,” he said. “I’m also aware there 
are a lot of parents who are going 
through these health challenges, and 
the children sometimes don’t know 
how to process this, so one of the 
ideas I’m mulling right now is creat-
ing a book on a similar vein, but what 
happens when your parent is going 
through some sort of trauma and try 
to address that with kids.” 

If you want to fi nd out more, head to 
www.psliveinspired.com. 
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By Lorne Stelmach

The new mayor of the Town of Al-
tona looks forward to getting to work 
with the new council.

There is a lot of work ahead for 
them, but Harv Schroeder welcomes 
the challenge of it.

“I think there’s always a learning 
curve, but that’s just part of the pro-
gram, and I am looking forward to 

it,” said Schroeder, who was elected 
by acclamation.

“I’m grateful to be leading a team 
of some councillors who came back 
and also new councillors who will be 
sitting around the table,” he said. “I 
know most of the people, and I think 
we’ve got a really good team that 
we’re going to be bringing together.”

Forming the new Altona town coun-
cil will be Perry Batchelor with 752 

votes, Donna Rosling-Wolters with 
681, Tammy Braun with 680, Jordan 
Siemens with 626, Cheryl Dueck with 
519 and Craig Smiley with 516 votes.

Missing the cut were Lyle Dunsmore 
with 399 and Danny Kehler with 380 
votes.

Schroeder sees exciting times ahead 
for Altona with “the growth of the 
community and seeing people get-
ting involved who are volunteering 

on diff erent boards and so forth and 
coming to council for support.”

He hopes to have council getting to 
work as quickly as possible.

“We’ll be organizing in the next few 
days and then getting down to work,” 
he noted last Thursday. “I’m looking 
forward to initiating a lot of conversa-
tion around the table.”

Council team in place for Altona

By Lorne Stelmach

Morden Mayor Brandon Burley is 
anxious to get down to business with 
his new council.

He sees the six councillors including 
four incumbents and two newcomers 
elected last week as off ering a good 
combination of experience, skills and 
passion for the community.

“I’ve met with all members of coun-
cil individually already just to have 
a chat with them and congratulate 
them and catch their vision for where 
they want the city to go,” said Burley. 

“There’s a lot of optimism, a lot of 
energy, so that was good to see,”  he 
said. “It will be good to get back to 
work again now.”

The top four vote-getters were the 
incumbents with Nancy Penner lead-
ing the way at 1,304 votes followed by 
Gord Maddock with 1,250, Garry Hie-
bert with 1,202 and Doug Frost with 
1,041.

Leading the way among four new 
candidates were Sheldon Friesen with 
1,040 votes and Florian Lassnig with 
952 votes. 

Coming up short were Ken Friesen 
with 746 votes, Madison Wentz with 
437 votes, Chris Abrams with 428 
votes and Sheldon Smith with 308 
votes. 

Burley said both Lassnig and Shel-
don Friesen bring something valuable 
to council. 

“Flo has lots of enthusiasm and en-
ergy and ideas ... and Sheldon brings 
a lot to the table as well,” said Burley.

He added they will need to hit the 
ground running with some big proj-
ects and priorities to tackle including 
wastewater and water.

“This council will have some im-
portant decisions to make quickly 
now and also some big projects to un-
dertake,’ he concluded. 

“It’s going to be important to make 
sure we have not only creative voices 
but also stable voices at the table,” he 
concluded. “I think it’s a good blend 
that we have in place ... well suited for 
our future.”

VOICE FILE PHOTO
Morden Mayor Brandon Burley had 

already met with his new councillors 

last week.

Morden mayor welcomes new council

Voice staff 

There will be a few newcomers 
mixed in with experienced council-
lors in the RMs of Stanley and Rhine-
land.

In Stanley, Ike Friesen was elected 
by acclamation to be the new reeve, 
but he comes with the experience of 
one term as a councillor including 
serving as deputy reeve.

In Rhineland, long time reeve Don 
Wiebe continues on in the role after 
having also been elected by acclama-
tion.

Here are how the two councils look 
now for the next four years:

 

STANLEY
• Reeve: Ike Friesen by acclamation.
• Ward 1: four elected - Peter Froese 

- 325; Ray Unrau - 289; Jon Goertzen - 
271; Bob Giesbrecht - 266. Not elected 
- Robert Fehr - 153.

• Ward 2: two elected - Alfred Loe-

wen by acclamation with second to be 
appointed. 

RHINELAND
• Reeve: Don Wiebe by acclamation.
• Ward 1: two elected - Brad Braun 

and Brad Wiebe by acclamation.
• Ward 2: two elected - Archie Hein-

richs - 143; Hank Froese - 136. Not 
elected - June Letkeman - 119.

• Ward 3:  two elected - Jake Hep-
pner - 207; John Dueck - 142. Not 
elected - Debra Enns - 75.

• LUD of Gretna: three elected - 
Danny Dyck and Delores Smith by 
acclamation; Travis Derksen by ap-
pointment.

• LUD of Plum Coulee: three elect-
ed - Justina Hamm and Kyle Wiebe 
by acclamation with third to be ap-
pointed.

• LUD of Rosenfeld: three elected 
- Trevor Janz, Lenda Letkeman and 
Cathryn Pokrant by acclamation.

RM councils set to go 

Voice staff 

There are both familiar and new 
faces set to guide the local school 
systems for the next four years.

Here is how the school boards look 
in the two local divisions after last 
week’s municipal elections:

GARDEN VALLEY
 • Ward 1: Six elected - Philipp Un-

ruh - 1,810;  Leah Klassen - 1,587; 
John P. Klassen - 1,557; Tena Lane - 
1,525; Deana Wilson - 1,476; Pamela 
Hiebert - 1,475. Not elected - Karin 
Banman - 1,274; James Johnston - 
914.

• Ward 2: three elected by accla-
mation - Heather Di Francesco, Mi-
chael Rempel and Mandy Thiessen.

WESTERN
• Ward 1: four elected - Lisa Bur-

ley - 1,029; Darcy Wolfe - 977; David 
Guenther - 969; Susana Hawryshko 
- 765. Not elected - Barb Petkau - 
657; Liz Reimer - 653.

• Ward 2: Brian Fransen elected by 
acclamation.

Trustees elected in 
Garden Valley and 
Western

Local school 
boards set
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Here is a roundup of election results in rural mu-
nicipalities around the region: 

EMERSON-FRANKLIN
• Reeve: David Carlson by acclamation
• Ward 1: one elected - Todd Nichols 48. Not elect-

ed - Kim French - 23.
• Ward 2: one elected - Brian Grier - 70. Not elect-

ed - Ron Mihaychuk 45.
• Ward 3: one elected - Orest Kuryk by acclama-

tion
• Ward 4: one elected - Tony Dujlovic by acclama-

tion.
• Ward 5: one elected - Dennis Weiss by acclama-

tion.
• Ward 6: one elected - Jeff  Rodewald - 97. Not 

elected - Brenda Lange - 89; Doug Johnston - 76.
• LUD of Emerson: three elected - Jay Ihme by ac-

clamation with two to be appointed.

LORNE
• Reeve: Aurel Pantel - 555; Darcy Ketzman - 511.
• Ward 1: one elected - Roger Lesage by acclama-

tion.
• Ward 2: one elected - Daniel Hacault by accla-

mation.
• Ward 3: one elected - Lindsay Ketsman by ac-

clamation.
• Ward 4: one elected - Gilbert Vigier by acclama-

tion.
• Ward 5: one elected - Gilbert Mabon by accla-

mation.

• Ward 6: one elected - Denis Bibault by acclama-
tion.

• LUD of Mariapolis: three elected - Garnet Pout-
eau - 47; Briand Desrochers - 46; Dan Debacker - 44. 
Not elected - Rene Hacault - 16.

• LUD of Altamont: two elected - Donna Fortier - 
32; George Friesen - 28. Not elected - Daniel Cramp-
ton - 13.

• LUD of Notre Dame des Lourdes: three elected - 
Bev Collet and Gilbert Collette by acclamation; one 
to be appointed.

• LUD of Somerset: three elected - Jeff rey Des-
rochers, Vicki Labossiere and Aime Pantel by accla-
mation.

• LUD of St. Leon: three elected - Adrien Caillier, 
Normand Grenier and Phillipe Grenier by acclama-
tion.

• LUD of Swan Lake: three elected - Edward God-
eris  by acclamation; two to be appointed.

LOUISE
• Reeve: Murray McIntyre by acclamation.
• Ward 1: one elected - Liana VanWynsberghe by 

acclamation.
• Ward 2: one elected - Michael McLaren by ac-

clamation. 
• Ward 3: one elected - Kyle McCannell by accla-

mation.
• Ward 4: one to be elected - Bill McKitrick - 84. 

Not elected - Jeremy Wall - 51.
• Ward 5: two to be elected - Travis Saban - 155; 

John Darracott - 117. Not elected - Clint Cavers - 71; 
Brenda Aitken - 48.

• LUD of Clearwater: two elected - Terry Edkins 

and Jo-lene Gardiner by acclamation. 
• LUD of Crystal City: two elected - Lee Moir by 

acclamation; one to be appointed. 
• LUD of Pilot Mound: two elected - Carol Simp-

son by acclamation; one to be appointed.

PEMBINA
• Reeve: Glenn Shiskoski by acclamation.
• Council: six elected - Shawn Williment - 461; Eric 

Ching - 460; Donald McLean - 445; Chad Collins - 
421; Cynthia Hunter - 394; Devin Boulton - 320. Not 
elected - Harry Brendle - 318.

• LUD of Darlingford: three elected - Jennifer 
Ching-Faux, Melissa Derksen and Justin Giesbrecht 
by acclamation.

• LUD of La Riviere: three elected - Charlene Cur-
rie - 64; Kim Wiklund - 49; Debbie Booker - 45. Not 
elected - Joshua Wood - 36; Lisa Keam - 31; Maurice 
Deamel - 17.

 

THOMPSON
• Reeve: Brian Callum 306. Not elected - Heather 

Imrie - 120; Royce Burnett - 82; Scott Mayert - 13; 
Richard Leroux - 9.

• Ward 1: two elected - Ron Rothwell - 115; Cody 
Faux - 101. Not elected - Travis Reichert- 69; Leann 
Friesen - 34.  

• Ward 2: one elected - Donna Cox - 93. Not elect-
ed - Robert Penner - 50; Martin Moody - 49.

• Ward 3: two elected - Wayne Gall - 154; Walter 
McTavish - 141. Not elected - Grant Dueck- 42.

• LUD of Miami - two elected - Judy Knox and 
Barb Murray by acclamation.

Election results around the region

By Lorne Stelmach

Sitting at the council table will be 
nothing new for Henry Siemens, but 
he now moves over a spot to head it 
up.

The veteran councillor of 16 years 
assumes the role of Winkler mayor 
from Martin Harder after having re-
ceived 87 per cent of the vote in last 
week’s election.

He was elected with 3,358 votes 
compared to 501 for his lone challeng-
er Karl Krebs, and Siemens valued 
that it was a defi nitive result.

“I basically ran on a platform of re-
building ... rebuilding relationships, 
rebuilding partnerships. It feels good 
that it resonated with the communi-
ty,” said Siemens.

He welcomed the opportunity for 
council to now help the community 
heal the divisions from the pandemic 
and focus on the future.

“I think as we move forward and 
look back at the past 30 months and 
see what’s happened and what didn’t 

happen, I think now we get a bit of a 
feeling that we’re not as far apart as 
maybe we thought we were at times,” 
said Siemens.

“People too are just ready to move 
on, ready to put Winkler back doing 
what we do, and that is to be a leader, 
be a good partner and to help grow 
southern Manitoba.”

Joining Siemens at the council table 
will be four incumbents and two new-
comers, although the latter two are 
former councillor Don Friesen and 
long time city employee Peter Froese.

Friesen led the way with 2,399 votes 
followed by Andrew Froese at 2,189, 
Don Fehr with 2,025, Froese at 1,981, 
Marvin Plett with 1,950 and Michael 
Grenier at 1,847 votes.

Running as well but not elected 
were Randy Rietze with 1,404 votes 
followed by Don Cruickshank at 
1,245, Dustin Brown with 1,149, Mark 
Bennett at 1,127, Darryl Harder with 
1.042, Thomas Rempel at 858 and 
Greg Unrau with 519 votes.

Siemens believes he has a solid team 
to work with on council.

“It is exciting to have some continu-
ity in that regard so that you are able 
to hit the ground running ... but I’ve 
got six strong leaders, and I’m excited 
about that,” he said.

“All four incumbents, they all sat 
around the table as these major dis-
cussions have happened, so they’re 
intimately familiar with what hap-
pened and now what the thoughts are 
to move forward,” he said. “We have 
two other good leaders who a famil-
iarity with the city who are also going 
to make it easier.”

There are both exciting and chal-
lenging things for the new council to 
face now, noted Siemens, citing one 
major positive as being the city have 
federal funding of nearly $8 milllion 
to renovate the arena.

“That would be a signifi cant upgrade 
to our recreation infrastructure,” said 
Siemens, who added they are hoping 
the province comes on board as well.

“We also have to fi gure out drinking 
water as well as we continue to grow, 
we need more,” he concluded. “We 
do have a number of larger ‘meat and 
potatoes’ type of infrastructure proj-
ects. We do have to fi gure wastewater 
out ... we’re looking at a couple diff er-
ent options now, but those are heavy 
lifting types of discussions.”

VOICE FILE PHOTO
Henry Siemens received 87 per cent of 

the votes for mayor over challenger 

Karl Krebs.

Siemens ready to move forward
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 By Ty Dilello 
Dayna Wahl and her U18 rink out 

of the Altona Curling Club pulled off  
their version of David vs Goliath as 
they captured the Canada Games Tri-
als over the weekend at the Heather 
Curling Club in Winnipeg.

Team Wahl (skip Dayna Wahl, third 
Piper Stoesz, second Anna Ginters, 
lead Gillian Hildebrand, coach Keith 
Stoesz) went 3-4 in the round-rob-
in and snuck into the playoff s based 
on a tiebreaker formula. Then, in the 
semi-fi nals, they dispatched the top-
ranked Paige Beaudry rink out of 
Winnipeg, which held a record of 7-0 
heading into that game.

Wahl made some spectacular shots 
when needed and pulled off  the 7-6 
upset to put them in the gold medal 
game.

Wahl ran up against Carman’s Shae-
la Hayward in the fi nals and found 
themselves down 4-1 at the game’s 
midway point. In the fi fth end, Wahl 
made a draw to the button to score 
two points and cut the defi cit to 4-3.

The teams traded points for the next 
two ends, which gave Hayward a 5-4 
lead with the hammer going into the 
8th end. In the end, Wahl made a cou-
ple of world-class draws to force Hay-
ward to draw the four-foot against 
two Wahl counters.

When the dust settled, Hayward 
came up a little light and gave Wahl a 
steal of two points to give the upstart 
Altona rink a dramatic 6-5 win.

“It feels so good,” said Wahl’s sec-
ond Anna Ginters. “I’m just so proud 
of our team as we did so great today. 
We deserve this and have worked re-

PHOTO BY TY DILELLO/VOICE
Altona Curling Club’s Dayna Wahl and her U18 rink captured gold in the Canada 

Games Trials over the weekend at the Heather Curling Club in Winnipeg. Pictured 

left to right: skip Dayna Wahl, third Piper Stoesz, second Anna Ginters, lead Gillian 

Hildebrand and coach Keith Stoesz.

Altona’s Wahl wins Canada Games Trials; headed to Nationals

By Lorne Stelmach

The Winkler Flyers are riding a 
three game win streak after a pair of 
close victories this past week.

The Flyers followed up a 5-4 vic-
tory over Virden last Wednesday by 
edging the Oils Capitals again Satur-
day by a 2-1 count.

Three unanswered third period 
goals led Winkler to the win over 
Virden Wednesday as the Flyers had 
trailed 2-1 and 4-2 at the intermis-
sions.

Mike Svenson led the way with 
a natural hat trick as he scored his 
11th, 12th and 13th of the season in 
the fi nal frame. Trent Penner and 
Jayce Legaarden also scored while 
Trent Sambrook chipped in three as-

sists.
The Flyers went two for eight on 

the powerplay while giving  up three 
on Virden man advantages. Shots on 
goal were 34-30 in favour of Winkler 
with Malachi Klassen getting the 
win on 26 saves.

Penner and Legaarden connected 
in the fi rst period Saturday for the 
Flyers, who then hung on after giv-
ing up one goal in the second period.

Shots on goal were 34-27 in favour 
of Virden, so Aidan Comeau got the 
win in goal with 33 saves for the Fly-
ers, who got one powerplay mark-
er and also gave up one to the Oil 
Capitals. Winkler hosted Steinbach 
Wednesday then were on the road 
to face OCN Friday and Swan Valley 
Saturday.

Flyers sweep pair with Virden

Thunder win opener

PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
Morden Thunder forward Zach Dyck controls the puck between two Carman 

Cougar defenders in Zone 4 high school hockey league action Monday night. 

Morden won the season opener 5-2 and were facing the GVC Zodiacs in their 

second game Tuesday with the results not available at press time. GVC went into 

the game at 1 & 1 while NPC was 0 & 4  and W.C. Miller 2 & 2.

ally hard and have curled together for 
a very long time. And this just proved 
to everyone that we’re a strong team 
and we’re capable of doing this and 
will represent our province well at 
Canada Games.”

“The last time we had the chance 
to go to a Nationals, we came really 
close, but this time we got it, and it 
feels good,” added Dayna Wahl. “Our 
game in the fi nal was close and very 
scary. I think we focused on just mak-
ing the shots that we called, no matter 

what they were. And it worked out.”
For Team Wahl, Sunday’s win 

marked their fi rst Manitoba champi-
onships and their fi rst time heading 
to a Nationals. The team will head to 
the Canada Games in Prince Edward 
Island in a couple of months.

“We have a great team,” said Wahl. 
“We’re all very close, and we’re all 
very excited to be with each other in 
Prince Edward Island. And it’s going 
to be awesome.”
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By Lorne Stelmach

The Pembina Valley Twisters earned 
a split of their two weekend games in 
the MMJHL.

They dropped a close 3-2 decision 
Friday to Fort Garry Fort Rouge then 
rebounded for a 3-1 victory over the 
Raiders Sunday.

The Twisters spotted Fort Garry Fort 
Rouge a two goal lead Friday before 
Merek Degraeve and Riley Goertzen 
on a powerplay evened it up in the 
second period. A third period power-
play then won it for the Twins.

Shots on goal were 31-24 in favour 
of the Twisters, and Logan Enns took 
the loss in goal with 21 saves.

Pembina Valley had a 40-27 edge 
in shots on goal Sunday against the 
Raiders, and Matt Grysiuk got the 
win in goal on 27 saves. Degraeve 
scored for the Twisters along with Ja-
cob Carels and Nico Vigier.

The Twisters remain in eighth place 
at 3-6-1 for seven points, which has 
them one up on St. Boniface and just 
one and two points behind Stonewall 
and Transcona.

Pembina Valley faces a tough task 
with their lone game this week as 
they face fi rst place St. James Friday. 
The Canucks are unbeaten through 
nine games.

A win and a loss for Twisters

By Lorne Stelmach

The male U18 Pembina Valley 
Hawks split a pair of tight games with 
the Winnipeg Bruins this past week.

The Hawks rebounded from a 5-3 
loss to the Bruins last Wednesday in 
Morden by edging them 2-1 in Win-
nipeg Friday.

Bryson Yaschyshyn kept the Hawks 
in the game last Wednesday as he 
stopped 48 of 52 shots before the Bru-
ins sealed the deal with an empty net 
goal with 10 seconds remaining.

Ty Love scored a pair for Pembina 
Valley with the other goal coming 
from Nate Lodewyks. The Hawks 
were outshot 53-22 overall.

It was Raiden LeGall’s turn to shine 

in net Friday as he stopped 42 of 43 
Winnipeg shots while the Hawks 
managed 25 on the Bruins’ net.

Jayden Penner on a powerplay then 
Cedrik Robidoux gave the Hawks the 
lead in the second period, and Pembi-
na Valley only gave up a shorthanded 
goal with 45 seconds remaining.

Pembina Valley is hanging on to 
third place at 7-2-2 for 16 points as 
they trail the Bruins at 18 and Bran-
don at 22. 

The Hawks have a good opportuni-
ty maintain some momentum as they 
hit the road this weekend to Dauphin 
for a doubleheader with the last place 
Parkland Rangers Saturday and Sun-
day.

Male Hawks split with Bruins

By Lorne Stelmach

The female U18 Pembina Valley 
Hawks battled hard but were on the 
losing end of two close games with 
Winnipeg teams this past weekend.

They fi rst fell 2-1 in a shootout loss 
to the Ice Friday night then dropped 
another 2-1 decision Saturday to the 

Avros with both games in Morden.
The Ice connected in the fi rst period 

then Marissa Fehr evened it up for 
the Hawks in the third period. 

Kaylee Franz did her best to keep 
Pembina Valley in the game with 43 
saves, while the Hawks were only 
able to manage 18 shots.

Mya Pearce drew fi rst blood for the 

Hawks against the Avros, but Win-
nipeg connected twice in the second 
and then hung on for the win. Shots 
on goal were 38-32 in favour of the 
Hawks with Franz making 30 saves.

Pembina Valley remains mired 
in seventh place in the eight team 
league at 2-6-1 for fi ve points. They 
are three up on Central Plains and 

two and three behind Eastman and 
Interlake.

The Hawks face the challenge of 
taking on fi rst place Westman this 
Friday in Morden then head to 
Niverville Saturday afternoon to 
take on Eastman.

Female Hawks suffer two narrow losses

By Lorne Stelmach

The Winkler Royals and Altona Ma-
roons were on opposite ends of their 
games against Ste. Anne in SEMHL 
action this past weekend.

The Royals fell 3-2 to Aces Friday, 
while the Maroons edged the Aces 4-3 
in a shootout decision Sunday.

Keith Grondin scored with just one 
second left Friday to give Ste. Anne 
the edge over Winkler, which got 
goals from Remi Laurencelle and 
Mitch Doell.

Jayme Janzen took the loss in goal 
with 37 saves as the shots on goal 
were 40-37 in favour of Ste. Anne.

Adam Henry had a hat trick to lead 
Altona to their victory over the Aces, 
who forced overtime by overcoming 
a 3-1 defi cit after two periods with a 
pair of third period goals. 

Cole Kehler was heroic in net for 
Altona with an astounding 69 saves, 
while the Maroons capitalized just 
enough on their 36 shots on goal.

The Morden Bombers see their fi rst 
action this weekend when they host 
Notre Dame Saturday, while Alto-
na is in Portage Saturday. Winkler’s 
lone game was a visit to Notre Dame 
Wednesday before heading to Car-
man next Tuesday.

PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
Winkler Royals’ Jordan Peters tries to tip a shot past the screened Ste. Anne 

goalie Guy St. Vincent.

Royals lose, Maroons win
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AMALGAMATION

NOTICE IN RESPECT OF AN AMALGAMATION
TO MEMBERS OF ACCESS CREDIT UNION LIMITED

(the “Credit Union”)

TO:  ALL MEMBERS OF THE CREDIT UNION
TAKE NOTICE THAT the Board of Directors of the Credit Union have, in accordance 
with the Act, resolved at its October 28, 2022 meeting to approve the Amalgamation 
Agreement and unchanged Articles and Bylaws for a proposed amalgamation of the 
Credit Union with Casera Credit Union Limited (“Casera”).  Casera’s members will 
have the opportunity to vote on this proposed amalgamation at a Special Meeting 
called by its Board of Directors.  Access’ members will not have the opportunity to 
vote on this proposed amalgamation because the assets of Access, as valued at the 
end of its most recent fiscal year, represent 90% or more of the total assets of the 
proposed amalgamated credit union.

Questions from members regarding the amalgamation resolution can be submitted to 
Myrna Wiebe, Corporate Secretary at myrna.wiebe@accesscu.ca. 

BOARD-APPROVED SPECIAL RESOLUTION
The following Special Resolution was approved by the Board of Directors of Access 
on October 28, 2022:

“WHEREAS the Board of Directors of the Credit Union has recommended 
that the Credit Union amalgamate with Casera Credit Union Limited 
(“Casera”) in accordance with the provisions of the Amalgamation Agreement 
made between the Credit Union and Casera, dated October 28, 2022 (the 
“Amalgamation Agreement”);

AND WHEREAS it is in the Credit Union’s best interests to enter into the 
Amalgamation Agreement and to amalgamate with Casera on the terms and 
conditions set out therein;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS A SPECIAL RESOLUTION OF 
THE CREDIT UNION THAT:
1.  The execution of the Amalgamation Agreement by the Credit Union be 

and it is hereby ratified and confirmed;
2.  The amalgamation of the Credit Union with Casera on the terms and 

conditions set out in the Amalgamation Agreement be and it is hereby 
approved.”

SUMMARY OF THE AMALGAMATION AGREEMENT
An Amalgamation Agreement, dated October 28, 2022, has been approved by the 
Boards of Directors of the Credit Union and Casera. The agreement provides for the 
amalgamation of the Credit Union and Casera into one credit union, to be effective on 
July 1, 2023. The credit union resulting from the amalgamation will be called Access 
Credit Union Limited and will have its registered office in the Rural Municipality of 
Stanley, Manitoba.

Following amalgamation, all members of the Credit Union and Casera will be members 
of the amalgamated credit union and all deposits and shares of or loans owing to 
either of the predecessor credit unions will be deposits or shares of or loans owing to 
the amalgamated credit union. The common shares and surplus shares of each of the 
Credit Union and Casera will become the common shares and surplus shares of the 
amalgamated credit union on a one for one basis.

RIGHT OF DISSENT
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT, under the provisions of Section 127 of The Credit 
Unions and Caisses Populaires Act, members have the right to dissent to the 
proposed amalgamation. To dissent, a written objection to the amalgamation must be 
submitted to the Registrar (Financial Institutions Regulation Branch) within 15 days 
following this notice.

DATED this 3rd day of November, 2022
ACCESS CREDIT UNION LIMITED
By Order of the Board of Directors

AUCTIONS
315 ACRE FARM Ed-
wardsen Brothers. Sells 
at timed auction closing 
Nov 7. 3 miles South 
& 2 West of Ashern. 
Sam 204-771-3399 & 
Reuben 204-771-1343. 
www.billklassen.com

SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery and 
autos. No item too 
large! Best prices paid, 
cash in hand. Phone Alf 
at 204-461-1649.

CONDO FOR RENT
Cedar Estates Condo 
for Seniors in Winkler - 
1050 sq. ft. comes with 
2 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
laundry room, kitchen, 
dining/living room. Lo-
cated on 8th fl oor, east 
side. Available Novem-
ber. Includes water, 
hydro, inside parking 
Appliances include 
fridge, stove, dishwash-
er. $1590 per month. 
Contact Tina at 204-
362-3049.

SNOWBLOWER
FOR SALE

John Deere snowblow-
er with electric start. 
$500. Call Peter at 204-
325-4880.

HELP WANTED
ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
EQUIPMENT HIRING: 
AG Equipment Techs, 
Heavy Equipment 
Techs - Journeyman, 
Apprentices, and CVIP/
Truck Techs. View open 
roles www.rockymtn.
com/careers. Reloca-
tion and signing bonus 
offered.
 

LAKESIDE
FLIGHT ACADEMY
Want to learn how to 
fl y? Lakeside Flight 
Academy is the most 
affordable in Canada. 
Recreational, private 
and commercial cer-
tifi cates. We offer fl ight 
training and ground 
school (air law, navi-
gation, meteorology, 
aeronautics general 
knowledge). Call 204-
642-4799.

WINKLER
MUSIC ACADEMY

Accepting music stu-
dents year round for 

electric/acoustic and 

bass guitar as well as 

music theory for all in-

struments. Enrol any-

time. Visit www.winkler-

musicacademy.com or 
call 204-331-3722.

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS 

RELEASES - Have 

a newsworthy item 
to announce? Hav-
ing a Christmas/win-

ter event? An exciting 

change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 

MCNA will get the in-

formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 

204-947-1691 for more 

information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 

tab for more details.
–––––––––––––––––
Advertise NOW in the 
32 Weekly Manitoba 

Community Newspa-

pers to get your mes-
saging to be seen 
all over the province! 

Grand opening? Sea-

sonal hiring? Selling 
something? Have an 
on-line store? Let peo-

ple know in the Blanket 

Classifi eds! Call 204-
467-5836 or call MCNA 
at 204-947-1691 for 

more details or to book 
ads. MCNA - Manitoba 
Community Newspa-

pers Association. www.
mcna.com

EMPLOYMENT

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF STANLEY
PUBLIC NOTICE - BOARD OF REVISION

Public Notice is hereby given that the 2023 Assessment Roll for the Rural Municipality of Stanley has 

been delivered to the Municipal Office at 1-23111 PTH 14 and is open for public inspection during                        

regular business hours. Applications for revision may be made in accordance with Sections 42 & 43 of The 
Assessment Act:

APPLICATION FOR REVISION

42(1)    A person in whose name property has been assessed, a mortgagee in

            possession of property under Subsection 114(1) of The Real Property 

  Act, an occupier of premises who is required under the terms of a lease 

  to pay the taxes on the property, the authorized agent of the person, mortgagee or occupier, 

  or the assessor may make application 

  for the revision of an assessment roll with respect to the following matters:

 a)   liability to taxation;

 b)   amount of an assessed value;

 c)   classification of property; or

 d)   a refusal by an assessor to amend the assessment roll under

          Subsection 13(2).

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

43(1)   An application for revision must

 a)   be made in writing;

 b)   set out the roll number and legal description of the assessable

       property for which a revision is sought;

 c)   set out which of the matters referred to in subsection 42(1) are at issue,        

  and the grounds for each of those matters; and

 d)  be filed by

         (i)  delivering it or causing it to be delivered to the office indicated

         in the public notice given under Subsection 41(2), or

         (ii)  serving it upon the secretary, 

 at least 15 days before the scheduled sitting date of the board as indicated in the public notice.

The Board of Revision will sit on Thursday, December 1, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. in the Council Chambers of the 

Rural Municipality of Stanley to hear applications.

The final date on which applications must be received by the Secretary of the Board is Tuesday, November 

15, 2022.

Dated at Winkler, in Manitoba, this 27th day of October, 2022.

Dale Toews - Secretary

Board of Revision

Rural Municipality of Stanley

1-23111 PTH 14

Stanley MB. R6P 0B1

EMPLOYMENT

has an 
opening for

A positive, creative ECE II/III for full time 
3-5 days/week. If you enjoy children, abil-
ity to be flexible and have a good work 
ethic! Wage will be determined based 
on experience and education. Perks are: 
group insurance plan, group pension plan, 
pro-rated days for illness, fun filled days 
being around children! 

Qualifications
Early Childhood Education II/III with a 
clear criminal record/vulnerable sector 
check, clear child abuse registry check. 
First aid/CPR or willing to obtain ASAP.  A 
positive, friendly attitude, experience with 
children of all ages, particularly infants. 
Strong communications skills, attention 
to details and the ability to work well with 
others and by yourself.

Resumes can be dropped off
851 Pembina Ave, Winkler or email to

wdcc@mymts.net attention Ang
204 325-9103

Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - 

Call 467-5836 or Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 
or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 

or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

www.masc.mb.ca

Manitoba Agricultural Services Corporation

Office Administrator (Bilingual)
Competition: #2022-23-25 
Location: Morden, Manitoba

The successful candidate must be able to communicate verbally in both official languages 
(French and English). Candidates must indicate on their résumé if they fulfill this 
requirement.

Manitoba Agricultural Services Corporation (MASC) has an exciting opportunity for you to be a 
part of a team that values building relationships, enables change, and supports the agriculture 
industry in Manitoba. Come join our team as we offer an engaging work environment, 
competitive pay, a comprehensive benefits package (including pension plan), and we 
encourage a healthy work-life balance. 

Under the direction of the Client Service Manager, the Office Administrator is responsible for 
clerical and administrative functions in support of MASC and Manitoba Agriculture programs 
in a service centre. This position also provides client intake in support of the Client Service 
Representative.

MASC values innovation, excellence, collaboration, and accountability. We 
strive to enhance existing products and develop new products, transform service delivery to 
enrich the client experience, pursue customer driven organizational change, and maximize 
performance, engagement, and development of all employees. 

MASC has five core competencies: communication, decision making, initiative 
& innovation, leadership, and organization. Competencies relate to every position 
at MASC and along with the technical requirements, are included in the qualifications for all 
positions at MASC.

ESSENTIAL QUALIFICATIONS

A certificate in a related discipline or a combination of education and related office 
experience may be considered.
Experience performing clerical/administrative support duties including reception 
related duties, processing cheques, preparing bank deposits, tracking and distribution of 
documents, and file maintenance.
Experience in data entry and processing correspondence.
Experience interpreting and explaining programs, policies, procedures, and regulations.
Ability to provide customer service.
Ability to maintain accuracy and pay attention to detail.
Ability to maintain confidentiality.
Experience using Microsoft Office 365 (SharePoint, OneDrive, Excel, Word, Outlook) in a 
cloud-based environment.
General knowledge of the agriculture industry. 

DESIRED QUALIFICATIONS

Experience in agriculture is an asset. 

CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT

Must be legally entitled to work in Canada.
Must possess a valid driver’s licence, access to a vehicle, and the ability to travel within the 
Province of Manitoba.

APPLY

This position has a salary range of $41,212 – 47,283 per annum. Interested candidates 
are requested to send their résumé and cover letter, marked Confidential, no later than 
Monday, November 14, 2022 to:

MASC – Human Resources 
Unit 100 – 1525 First Street S. 
Brandon, MB R7A 7A1 
E-mail: hr@masc.mb.ca

We believe diversity strengthens our ability to provide excellent  
customer service in a positive work environment. We encourage  
all to apply. Only those selected for further consideration will be contacted.

FARMLAND TENDER

FARM LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
Sealed bids for the purchase of the following parcels of land, located in the 
RM of Pembina, Manitoba, will be received up to 5:00 pm on November 
21, 2022 at the offices of Royal LePage Riverbend Realty-Farm Division 
Box 7, Graysville, MB, R0G 0T0,
Attention: Dolf Feddes

Parcel Number Legal Description           Acres
1                               NE 10-3-7W 153.94
2                              NW 24-3-7W 160
3                               SW 24-3-7W 147.63
The following will apply to all tenders:
Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and knowledge of 
the property.
Bids shall address each parcel as a separate unit. Tenders are required to 
offer a total purchase amount for the parcel that is the subject of such     
tender. The vendor reserves the right to reject any or all bids. Purchaser 
will be responsible for total of 2023 property taxes.
All offers are to be submitted in sealed envelopes accompanied by a         
certified cheque or bank draft payable to “Royal LePage Riverbend Realty 
in Trust” of $10,000. Cheques will be returned in respect to tenders that 
are not accepted.
Successful bidders will be asked to enter into a formal Purchase agreement 
with a possession date of December 15, 2022. The purchaser(s) shall be 
responsible for payment of GST or shall self-assess for GST.
Land is rented out for 2023. Rent payments for 2023 to go to the purchaser.
Offers on any one parcel shall not be contingent on the successful              
purchase of another parcel.
There is no first right of refusal on any of these parcels.
Tenders will be held in confidence and not be released to the public.
Any questions regarding these parcels or this tender can be directed to: 
Dolf Feddes, REALTOR at 204- 828-3371 (office) or 204-745-0451 
(cell).

PUBLIC NOTICE

LIQUOR LICENCE APPLICATION - PUBLIC NOTICE
THAT BURRITO PLACE LTD.
operating as THAT BURRITO PLACE
at  204 Main Street, Winkler, Manitoba
has applied for DINING ROOM LIQUOR SERVICE LICENCE 
  PATIO AREA UNDER DINING ROOM LIQUOR SERVICE LICENCE
to serve liquor 
from:  MONDAY TO SUNDAY 9:00 A.M. TO 2:00 A.M. 
  1:00 P.M. TO 2:00 A.M. REMEMBRANCE DAY
Citizen and community input is an important part of the application process.
Please contact the Liquor, Gaming and Cannabis Authority of Manitoba at 204-
927-5300, if you have any questions about this application.
Please contact your municipality if you have questions about zoning bylaws 
and requirements.
If you want to make a formal objection to this application, please send us your 
objections in writing by 4:30 p.m.

14 DAYS FOLLOWING THE PUBLICATION OF THIS ADVERTISEMENT
You can email, mail or fax your objection. Please include your contact informa-
tion. 
Email:  objection@LGCAmb.ca
Mail:  LGCA Objections
 1055 Milt Stegall Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3G 0Z6
Fax:  (204) 927-5385

HEALTH
Are you suffering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & carti-
lage cell regeneration 
& development. Stone-
wood Elk Ranch Ltd., 
204-467-8884 or e-mail 
stonewoodelkranch@
mymts.net

BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

TODAY

204-467-5836
oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

• BIRTHDAYS 
• MARRIAGES
• ANNIVERSARIES 
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• OBITUARIES 
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• ENGAGEMENTS  
• BIRTHS
• THANK YOUS
• GRADUATIONS
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HOME FOR SALE - SPRUCE BAY

Lovely, well maintained home on quiet Spruce Bay. Close 
to schools and bicycle trails. Custom built in 2001, 1205 
sq. ft. with open concept design and main floor laundry. 
New kitchen appliances in 2022, new shingles in 2018, 
ceramic tile floors, maple kitchen cabinets, 4 bdrms (2 up 
and 2 down), 3 bathrooms incl. 4 pce ensuite. Fully finished 
basement with large rec room; oversized double garage all 
on a  70x120’ lot with mature trees and perennial gardens.   

Must see! Call for more information 204-362-7475. 

Beautiful Home For Sale in Winkler
Asking $389,900

28   The Voice  Thursday,  November 3, 2022

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE PLANNING ACT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  FOR RE-ZONING  

By-Law # 1805-2022

HEARING    Town of Altona
LOCATION:  Council Chambers
    227 10 Ave NW, Altona The Rhineland Pioneer Centre  

DATE & TIME:    November 15 2022 at 7:00 PM 

GENERAL INTENT:  
The applicant is applying to rezone the property to “5:5” RMD - Residential Medium         
Density from “5:6” RMH - Residential Mobile Home on the property described above.             
A Public Hearing is required for this purpose. Notices were sent out within 100 Metres.  

Please see attached Schedule “A” for reference. 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
Susan Stein, 
Community Development Officer 
 109 – 3rd Ave NE, Box 270 Altona, MB R0G 0B0  
Phone: (204) 324-5357 
Email: manager@rpgamb.ca 

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a PUBLIC HEARING will be held to 
receive representations from any person(s) who wish to make them in respect to the following 

matter:  PARKSIDE VILLAGE LTD, (applicant) of mailing address 20 BRANDT ST UNIT 3 - SUITE 407,  
STEINBACH, MB, STEINBACH, on behalf of PARKSIDE VILLAGE LTD (owner/s) has made an 

application to amend the Town of Altona Zoning By-Law 1792/2021 to Re-Zone the land legally 
described as Lot 2 Plan 2144 in the SW 8-2-1WPM, civic address 224-10TH AVE NW, roll # 115300 

from ““5:6” RMH - Residential Mobile Home” to ““5:5” RMD - Residential Medium Density” 

Schedule “A”

COMING EVENTS

CAREERS

Altona
MCC

THRIFT SHOP
Seeking applications for 

STORE MANAGER 
To apply:

Pick up application form at
10 Main St. and return in person

or email with resume to altonamcc@gmail.com.
204-324-8323 or 204-324-3862

DEVOTION

Devotion
If you do not know 
Jesus before you die, 
Heaven will not be 
your home.

Reporter/Photographer
Wanted

Are you a natural born storyteller with an eye for 
photography and a passion for community news?
Carman-Dufferin Standard is currently seeking 
a full-time reporter and photographer to join 
its multi award-winning weekly community 
newspaper. 
We are looking for someone who is both 
motivated and passionate about being the best 
outlet of interesting and breaking news stories 
and event coverage in the Carman-Dufferin area 
and surrounding area communities. 

Qualifi cations: 
•  A post-secondary degree/diploma in journalism 

or equivalent experience in a related fi eld
•  Strong photography and writing skills with an 

interest in social media 
•  Self-starter with the ability to exercise solid 

news judgement 
 •  Ability to establish professional relationships 

to consistently source and write a wide range 
of stories and cover events in a fair, balanced 
and accurate manner

•  Able to work both independently and as a team 
on a fl exible work schedule including both 
evenings and weekends to meet our weekly 
editorial deadline

•  Experience covering council and school board 
meetings 

•  Knowledge of CP Style and about the Interlake 
and its surrounding communities would be an 
asset 

Please forward your resumé along with 
three writing and photography samples to:

Lana Meier
Email: news@stonewallteulontribune.ca
Deadline to apply is Friday, November 25, 2022.

STANDARD
The Carman-Dufferin

FARMLAND TENDER

Farmland 
FOR SALE

59.98 acres of 
cultivated land

SE 21-3-3W, 
Municipality of 

Rhineland
$10,000/acre

The Property Brokers 
Real Estate Group

5-655 Main St, Winkler
204-325-8325

admin@thepropertybrokers.ca

EMPLOYMENT
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IN MEMORIAM

To Husband, Dad, Opa
Ben Schellenberg

It’s been 10 years since you left us but we still 

miss you, love you and think of you often…

We miss your friendliness and welcoming 

spirit.

We miss the consistent way you loved and 

supported us through the ups and downs of 

life.

And we miss your contagious laughter and 

sense of humour!

-With my much love, Mom (Eva),

Ron, Karen, Joy, Ruth, David,

Rob, Michelle, grandchildren and

great-grandchildren

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Marion Loreen Lyman (nee Godkin)
1945 - 2022

After a lengthy illness, it is with profound sadness that we must 

announce the passing of Loreen Lyman. She was a beloved wife, 

mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother.

Loreen grew up in the Dunston Community (Nelsonville) north of 

Morden. She attended high school in Morden where she created 

many new relationships who became lifelong friends, known as 

the Delightful Dozen. After high school, Loreen completed her 

LPN training and began nursing at the Morden Hospital. Along the 

way, she had two children, Dianne and Dennis. In the mid 70’s, 

the family moved to Grand Forks, B.C., where they owned and 

operated a hotel business. In 1981, she met the love of her life, 

Ron and they moved back to Morden to make their home on the 

North quarter of Loreen’s family land. She then renewed her nursing license and began to work 

at the Bethel Hospital. After years of nursing, she decided to pursue other passions. Always the 

one to be busy, she worked various small jobs while developing a passion for antiquing. Ron and 

Loreen spent a lot of time attending auctions and sales to gather unique fi nds, which led them 

to opening the Nelsonville Trading Post in 2001. Loreen enjoyed visiting with anyone who walked 

through the doors. There was always a funny story to tell and tidbits of wisdom to share with 

all those around her. After closing the store and fulling retiring, she was able to fi nd even more 

time to devote to her family and creating lasting memories with them. Family meant the most to 

Loreen. She loved spending time with them, teaching them everyday skills, making memories, 

and just loving them. Loreen shared her love of the outdoors, baking, gardening, and animals with 

her children and grandchildren. Horses were always a part of Loreen’s world, a love she passed 

on to her daughter and granddaughters. Dancing and camping were other favourite pastimes. 

Later in life, she took up painting scenes on birdhouses and puzzling, many of which have been 

framed in her home. She was always creative and crafty. Loreen always looked forward to every 

visit, phone call, or text from her family and friends. A highlight in recent years was becoming 

a great-grandmother to Aspen and staying connected to her grandchildren while they pursued 

their goals and passions in life. She was always everyone’s greatest supporter. Loreen was a 

special lady who enjoyed her life to the fullest and will be greatly missed by all.

Loreen was predeceased by her parents, Laurence and Peggy Godkin; brother, Jim Godkin; 

sister, Lois Moffat and brother-in-law, Jim Moffat.

Loreen will be forever missed by her husband, Ron; daughter, Dianne Munro; son, Dennis 

Branfi eld (Arlene); grandchildren, Cody (Caitlin), Ashley (Oscar), Hailey, Elle (Kody); and great-

granddaughter, Aspen; as well as her nieces and nephews, Blue, Bear, Xan, Chit, and their 

families.

Memorial service was held on Saturday, October 29, 2022 at St. Paul’s United Church with ash 

interment at the Dunston Cemetery.

The family would like to thank the Palliative Care team for all their support over the last couple 

of years, as well as the doctors and nurses of Boundary Trails Health Centre. We would also like 

to thank all her friends who showed her love and support throughout her illness.

In lieu of fl owers, donations may be made in Loreen’s name to the Canadian Lung Association.

Hilda Funk (nee Fast)
1928 - 2022

Hilda Funk, 94, of Altona, MB formerly of Rosenfeld passed 

away peacefully on Thursday, October 6, 2022 at East View Place 

Personal Care Home.

She is survived by her sons Ed and his wife Lois, Douglas and 

his wife Carla, Calvin and his wife Joan and Derrick and his wife 

Claire. Hilda was grandma to nine grandchildren and to four great-

grandchildren.

Mom was born in Winkler in 1928 to Heinrich and Elizabeth Fast. 

She spent most of her early years growing up in Saskatchewan 

before returning to Manitoba as a teenager. In 1947 she met the 

love of her life. Ed and Hilda were married in 1950 and farmed 

near Rosenfeld for 30 years until retiring. In their retirement they 

travelled to 30 countries, spent a signifi cant amount of time with their children and grandchildren, 

were active in the community and were committed members of a local church. Mom was never 

someone who sought the spotlight but was happy to be in the background. She made the rest 

of us look good without taking any of the credit. Mom and Dad enjoyed spending time with their 

friends; they spent a great deal of time birding, fi shing, playing cards and driving the roads of 

southern Manitoba. In 1996 Mom and Dad made the move to Winkler. This began a new chapter 

in their lives. They started attending Grace Mennonite Church and made many new friends. 

Church was always an important part of Mom’s faith, and it was diffi cult for her when Dad’s 

health prevented them from attending regularly. Mom moved into East View Place in May of this 

year, and we are thankful for the excellent care she was given in her short time there. The family 

would like to extend their profound thankfulness to staff of East View. When Dad died back in 

2017, Mom’s life was impacted signifi cantly. They were each other’s lives and losing Dad was so 

very hard. A few days ago, as we were cleaning up Mom’s things, we took a picture down of the 

two of them. On the back was a handwritten note Mom must have written shortly after Dad died. 

It said, “My fi rst love, my forever love. Can’t wait to be with you in heaven”. We mourn the loss of 

our mother but are so very happy that our parents are fi nally reunited in heaven. Our mother will 

be greatly missed by all that knew her.

A memorial service for Hilda will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 6, 2022 at the 

Altona Mennonite Church with interment prior at the Winkler Cemetery.

Garth Harvey Robinson

1944 - 2022
Garth Robinson age 77, passed away unexpectedly at his home 

on Thursday, October 20, 2022.

Garth, only son of Harvey and Donna Robinson, grew up on 

the family farm north of Darlingford, MB. He lived and worked in 

many locations excelling as a welding fabricator, heavy equipment 

operator, and professional truck driver. In mid life, he returned to 

the family homestead and married Doreen Mikolasek (nee Steinke). 

It was a third marriage for both of them but this one was the 

perfect match. They did everything together including trucking as 

team drivers. They were inseparable and were in their 32nd year of 

marriage when Doreen passed away. Garth will be greatly missed, 

but those who loved him are fi nding great comfort in knowing that 

he and Doreen are together once again.

Garth is survived by his sister Fern (Terry) Wilson of Ocala Florida and by his children, Belinda 

Robinson of Thunder Bay ON, Allen (Valerie) Mikolasek of Cartwright, MB, Julie (Rick) Clisby of 

Ninette, MB and Coreen (Jim) Cram of Darlingford MB. Garth is also survived by grandchildren, 

great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews, friends and neighbors.

Garth was predeceased by his wife, Doreen Robinson on January 5, 2022; his parents, Harvey 

and Donna Robinson as well as his son, Rodney Robinson of Thunder Bay, ON.

There will be a private graveside service at the Darlingford Cemetery next summer.
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CardsCards

Paint & 
SuppliesAuto Body

Supplies

email: info@besman.ca
www.besman.ca

1000 Dugald Road
(One block west of Lagimodiere)204-615-3050

Get The 

Job Done!

BizBiz

AUCTION

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

Register to bid at www.billklassen.com/nextlot/public 

Auction for 
Henry and 

Elvera Peters, 
73 2nd Street, SE, 

Altona, MB.  
Timed online, 
closing Nov 4. 

Classifi eds
Announcements
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Anna Harder (nee Guenther)
1958 - 2022

Anna was born on December 14, 1958 to Aron and Justina 

Guenther. Our mom was the 2nd oldest of 12 children and raised on 

their homestead in Mexico. She was baptized in Mexico by Bishop 

Henry Dyck in Campo 9 Kronstal at the Old Colony Church. She 

married Jacob Harder on March 11, 1984, they were married for 38 

and ½ years. Our mom’s married life started out with 11 children, 

they moved to Canada shortly after they were married, where they 

were blessed with four more children. Our mom and dad spent 

many summers in Ontario working on the fi elds with their children. 

For the past 18 years she worked at McDonald’s. She was a proud 

employee and valued the relationships of the staff. “Grandma” is 

what she was called by many staff and customers over the years. 

A treat that would put a big smile on her face, is when someone would bring her a McDonald’s 

coffee. Our mom loved baking, gardening and canning. She loved it when the grandchildren 

would come home and she could surprise them with gifts. Travelling to Mexico for Christmas to 

visit her family was always dear to her. Our mom was a wife, mother to 15, grandmother to 56, 

and a great-grandmother to four.

She was predeceased by her father, one son in infancy, her stepfather, fi ve brothers, one sister, 

one brother-in-law and three sisters-in-law.

She leaves to mourn her husband, Jacob; 14 children and their families: Eva (Peter) Dyck 

(four children), Justina (Johan) Bergen (nine children), Annie (Frank) Martens (three children), 

Lisa (John) Teichroeb (three children), Helen (Cornie) Harms (three children and their families), 

John (Maria) Harder, Henry (Helen) Harder (four children), Marge (John) Unger (four children and 

their families), Tina (John) Neufeld (seven children and their families), Abe (Susan) Harder (six 

children and their families), Sara (Henry) Klassen (four children and their families), Sue (John) 

Wall (four children and their families), Judy (Frank) Friesen (three children) and Nelly (Jake) Enns 

(two children).

Funeral service was held on Monday, October 31, 2022 at the Winkler Reinland Mennonite 

Church with interment at the Church Cemetery in Schanzenfeld.

We would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to the following people and churches for 

all the love, support and prayers for our mom during her fi ght with pancreatic cancer. We would 

like to thank the Reinland and Old Colony Church as well as friends and family for their continued 

support with meals, the groups that came to sing and friends who came to visit her on the nights 

that were hard, to the family members that made the trip to Manitoba to see our mom, this was 

truly special to her, Wiebe Funeral Home on their incredible sensitivity to what mattered most to 

us in caring for our mom, to the Reinland Church, Rev. Cornie Peters and the serving staff, to Dr. 

Woelk and nurse, Karen who supported our mom in her decision in staying home and have family 

take care of her. We as a family are incredibly thankful that our mom’s wishes were honored. A 

big thank you to all the family and friends that made her feel special by showing her love and 

spending their evenings and nights with her. A special thank you to all the prayers that have been 

sent to our Heavenly Father. The entire time that our mom was bed ridden, she did not complain, 

she stayed strong till the end. Our mom will be deeply missed by many.

Lorna Mae Gardiner (nee Ritchie)
1932 - 2022

We are sad to announce the passing of Lorna Mae Gardiner (nee 

Ritchie) at Boundary Trails Health Centre in Winkler, MB.

Born in Victoria, BC on December 1, 1932 to Robert Lorne Ritchie 

and Alice Emma (nee Jackson). Lorna was an avid sports fan who 

tried not to miss any of her sons’, grandchildren’s, nieces’ and 

nephews’ games. She could be heard cheering over all the other 

fans. She was a long-time accountant for General Motors Holding 

and received many awards for her hard work. She was known as 

Auntie Sis or Sis by her many friends.

She was predeceased by her father; mother; brothers, Gordon 

Lorne Ritchie and Robert James Ritchie.

She leaves behind her son, John Fletcher Campbell (Trisha) of 

North Carolina; brother, Ken Ritchie (Debbie) of Morden; and grandchildren, Ashton Campbell 

(Caitlin) and Krystal Campbell. She will be missed by her many great-grandchildren, family 

members and friends.

A private family service will take place.

Donations may be made in Lorna’s memory to the Children’s Hospital or a charity of your 

choice.

Clark James Leatherdale
1962 – 2022

It is with sadness that we announce the passing of Clark James 

Leatherdale peacefully on Thursday, October 27, 2022 at home.

Clark was born March 12, 1962. He is survived by his son, Tyler 

and fi ancé, Angie; sisters, Jeannette and Tammy and their families; 

as well as special friends, Murray and Jackie Derksen.

He was predeceased by his parents, Ross and Pat Leatherdale.

Memorial service will be held at 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 

5, 2022 at Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler with private ash interment 

prior at Hillside Cemetery.

If friends so desire, donations may be made in Clark’s memory to 

the Heart and Stroke Foundation of Manitoba.
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BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!

50,000 BATTERIES
IN STOCK

*Auto *Farm *Marine
*Construction *ATV
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Phones *Computers
*Solar Systems & design
* Everything Else!

THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St.

Winnipeg
TF 1-877-775-8271
www.batteryman.ca

DANNY’S MOVING
& DISPOSAL

• Local/Long Distance
 Winnipeg/Manitoba 
  BC to Ontario 
• In house moving
 Furniture/Appliances 
• Deliveries

Affordable Prices
Seniors Discounts

Free Estimates
Courteous/Dependable 

Locally Owned 
204 298-7578

Trucks, Trailers,
Truckbeds & Tires

EBY Aluminum:

KALDECK TRUCK  
& TRAILER INC.

Hwy #1, MacGregor, MB

1-888-685-3127
www.kaldecktrailers.com

The
Aurora Plus
1648 SqFt RTM 
3 bedrooms, ensuite, 
huge kitchen, quartz 
countertops, walk-in 

pantry, island. 9 ft walls 
and double cathedral 
ceiling. James Hardie 

Siding. 
Pictures available 

www.
wgiesbrechthomes.ca 

Taking orders for 
Spring Delivery 2023  

204-346-3231

Please support our advertisers 

SHOP LOCAL
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YOUR HOME FOR FULL SERVICE  AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS 
PHONE: (204) 325-0641 Open Monday through Saturday. 

Call Shane or James at 204-325-0641 today to see how we can take care of you.

CANADIAN TIRE WINKLER
Shane - Service Manager James - Service Advisor Steve - Journeyman Technician Dominik - Journeyman Technician Asher - Trained installer 

MPIC WInter Tire
Program Retailer
Outstanding Warranty 

on All Tires we sell and 

install - NATIONWIDE 

at over 500 locations!

>  Full Service shop, so much more than tires and oil changes!

>  2 and 4 wheel alignments 

>  Brakes

>  Steering and Suspension repairs and service

>  Government Safety inspection station for cars and light 

 trucks (under 10,000 GVW)

>  Engine Repairs and Diagnostic

>  Factory Recommended Repairs and Maintenance

Licenced, trained technicians 

Friendly knowledgeable staff with 

Over 50 years experience!!
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