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The City of Morden’s Halloween Spooktacular was a hit The City of Morden’s Halloween Spooktacular was a hit 
Saturday night at the Westside Community Church. For Saturday night at the Westside Community Church. For 
more photos, see Pg. 25.more photos, see Pg. 25.
 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
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Morden Community Thrift Store gives back
By Lorne Stelmach

Even with the ongoing restrictions 
of the pandemic, the Morden Com-
munity Thrift Store continues to put 
so much back into the community.

After having handed out $300,250 in 
grants this past spring, the organiza-
tion presented another $174,000 as 
part of its fall funding this week.

Ten organizations and agencies got 
a share of the money that was handed 
out at the thrift shop Monday, includ-
ing the STARS (Shock Trauma Air 
Rescue Service) air ambulance, which 
received $50,000 towards its opera-
tional costs.

“This is a key piece of our fundrais-
ing every year,” noted Daryl Braun, 
donor relations development and 
community engagement co-ordinator 
for STARS.

Although it is funded 85 per cent by 
the province, there is another couple 
million dollars that needs to be raised 
every year in order to ensure they 
continue to have the best training, 
equipment and operational support.

“We’re a big part of the local health 
care system,” said Braun, who not-
ed that STARS last year was in the 
Boundary Trails Health Centre catch-
ment area 35 times in addition to oth-
er calls to scenes across the region.

“We’ve been very blessed. I think 
this is our third year [of receiving this 
funding]. It’s something that we nev-
er take for granted. When we get the 
phone call, we’re elated.”

Another frequent recipient is the 
BTHC Foundation, which received 

$40,000 for a ventilator and wireless 
fetal health monitor.

“We appreciate the Morden Thrift 
Shop,” said foundation executive di-
rector Shannon Samatte-Folkett. “Ev-
ery year, I apply for different projects, 
usually I apply for equipment that 
has been requested by the director at 
Boundary Trails Health Centre.

“It’s unbelievable that this Morden 
thrift store gives as much as they do 
to all of these different organizations,” 
she added. “We’re very grateful for 
the support that they show us and the 
rest of the community.”

Other recipients of grants included:
 • Youth for Christ, $20,000 for bas-

ketball equipment, a slushie machine, 
and transportation needs.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
The Morden Community Thrift Store granted out $174,000 to 10 local groups and projects on Monday.

• Morden Police Servicee, $16,000 
for canine offi cer training and equip-
ment.

• Darlingford fi re department, 
$10,000 for a commercial extractor to 
clean fi refi ghter gear.

• Many Hands Community Centre 
food bank, $10,000 for the cost of co-
ordinating and setup of a new food 
bank location.

• Pembina Valley Pregnancy Care 
Centre, $10,000 for counselling ser-
vices.

• 500 Stephen Street (Morden com-
munity resource centre), $7,000 for 
furnishing and equipping new loca-
tion.

• South Central Regional Library, 
$6,000 for steel shelving for Miami 
branch.

• Pembina Counselling Centre, 
$5,000 to subsidize counselling. 

Thrift shop chairperson Linda Arnt 
said they were pleased to still be able 

to give back as much as they could to 
the community. 

“We’re very glad because it was 
a challenging year. In the last 20 
months, I think we were closed for 
four months, and then we were limit-
ed in capacity for customers for quite 
a while,” she said. “We’re up to 50 per 
cent capacity now, so we’re doing 
okay. It’s much better.”

She also noted that they like to sup-
port as broad a range of services and 
organizations in the community as 
possible.

“We try to ... we just respond to 
the requests that are made, and it is 
amazing how it does spread right 
across the community,” said Arnt. “It 
does feel good ... the volunteers feel 
very happy when they see the funds 
going out and they see that we have 
supported these causes, because they 
are near and dear to most people’s 
hearts.”

We all score an extra hour of sleep 
this weekend.

Under the Offi cial Time Act, daylight 
saving time ends this Sunday, Nov. 7 
at 2 a.m., at which time clocks should 
be set back to 1 a.m.

We spring forward again the second 
Sunday in March.

Turn the clocks back 
Saturday night

getinformedtinformedNEWS  >  VIEWS  >  WINKLER  >  MORDEN  >  SURROUNDING AREAS
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Shoe Repair

YOUR WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE

Service & Selection Guaranteed 
Company charges welcome (must be arranged ahead of time) GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

 Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 
Saturday 9:30am to 4:00 pm

GET READY FOR WINTER

NOW 
AVAILABLE 

HEATED 
JACKETS! 

BLUNDSTONES FOR 
THE WHOLE FAMILY!!

WINTER 
BOOTS

F id 9 30 t 5 30

20% 
OFF

ASSORTED 
SLIPPERS

20% OFF

 PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
From left: Khawja Latif and Zahid Zehri at the Winkler mosque, which 
hosted an open house Sunday in celebration of Canadian Islamic His-
tory Month. Below: Answering the afternoon call to prayer.

Pembina Valley Muslim community marks Canadian Islamic History Month
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Winkler’s mosque hosted an open 
house last weekend to mark the fi -
nal day of Canadian Islamic History 
Month.

A small group of invited guests 
stopped by the downtown prayer 
space Sunday afternoon to explore 
displays outlining the  contributions 
Muslims have made in the fi elds of 
science, medicine, engineering, and 
more.

Guests also got the chance to watch a 
few of the mosque’s members answer 
their afternoon call to prayer—one of 
the fi ve daily prayers in Islam—and to 
have their questions about the faith 
answered.

“Welcome to what we call our ‘little 
mosque on the prairie,’” said organiz-
er Zahid Zehri, a Pakistani native who 
has lived in Winkler for many years.

While the mosque has been in town 
for about fi ve years now, most people 
in the predominantly Christian com-
munity know very little about their 
Islamic neighbours.

“The main purpose of the Islamic 
History Month of Canada is to learn, 
share, and celebrate,” Zehri said.

“The picture of Muslims worldwide 
on the news is a very distorted one,” 
he continued. “But if you look at the 
1,400 year [history of the faith] ... the 
contribution of the Muslims in this 
civilization, they’ve shaped the fu-
ture.”

Events like the open house aim to 
show another “side of the coin” about 
the role of Muslims in the world, Zeh-
ri said, far separate from the actions of 

those who twist the faith to support a 
terrorist agenda.

It’s a sentiment echoed by Khawja 
Latif, regional representative for the 
Manitoba Islamic Association.

“There is a kind of stigma to Mus-
lims in this country,” he said, noting 
people are most aware of Islamic fun-
damentalist terrorists. 

“That’s not all Muslims,” Latif said, 
stressing the faith is one focused on 
justice and charity.

Latif was one of the founders of the 
Winkler mosque, hosting prayers and 
get-togethers in his home for years 
before a more formal space was cre-
ated for the growing Pembina Valley 
Muslim community to gather.

That community has grown in leaps 
and bounds in recent years, especially 
with the infl ux of refugees from Syria 
settling in the area. Between Winkler, 
Morden,  Altona, and Carman, there 
are about 250-300 members right now.

“We are growing very quickly,” La-
tif said. “People are coming here and 
trying to fi nd their place to be and we 
are trying to fi ll in and give them that 
space ... [to] feel safe here, feel they 
are welcome, and they’re part of this 
society and be proud of it.”

The region has, for the most part, 
been very welcoming.

Zehri recalls a local family whose 
daughter was bullied at school sever-
al years ago for wearing a head scarf. 
The area has come a long way since 
then.

“Today, my three girls, they wear a 
scarf in the school, and they are very 
welcome—not only in the school, the 
teachers and the staff, but the whole 
community, they never say a single 
word. The reason? Because they re-
spect it, because now they under-
stand,” Zehri said. “Before it was a very 
usual thing [to see here] ... but now 
people do understand this is a part of 
our religion, this is a part of our faith 
and beliefs, and they do respect it.”

Acceptance and understanding 
comes with familiarity and dialogue, 
Zehri stressed, welcoming anyone 

with questions to reach out.
“This mosque is not only for the 

Muslims, it’s open for the whole com-
munity,” he said. “We learn by asking 

questions, we learn by communicat-
ing.”

You can connect with them via www.
miaonline.org.

“WE LEARN BY ASKING 
QUESTIONS, WE LEARN 
BY COMMUNICATING.”
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Winkler Horticulture Soc. raising funds for new downtown planters
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Winkler Horticulture Society volun-
teers have been hard at work round-
ing up supplies for their annual fall/
Christmas fundraiser.

This year the group responsible for 
beautifying our community are get-
ting together Nov. 9 to build live ar-
rangements. 

They have one done already and it’s 

very much a made in Winkler display.
The evergreen boughs came from 

local shelterbelts, the colourful hy-
drangeas were picked at Bethel Heri-
tage Park, the planters were made 
by volunteers, and all the other odds 
and ends—a holiday ball ornament, 
ribbons—were purchased from area 
thrift shops.

The fi nal result is an outdoor display 
that works as a Christmas or simply a 

winter decoration.
Each one of the 30 available arrange-

ments sells for $50, with all the pro-
ceeds going to help the society re-
place the aging fl ower planters in the 
downtown core.

“We just want to bring a bit more of 
a modern look to Main St.,” says soci-
ety president Margaret Penner.

The new planters are short and 
round and will have fl owers overfl ow-
ing on the sides.

The society has already ordered sev-
eral to go into part of the middle sec-
tion of Main St. between Mountain 
Ave. and Stanley Ave., but will need to 
raise several thousand more dollars to 
fi nish off that section and even more 
to complete the rest of the downtown.

“It’s going to be a couple of years 
for sure before we get all the Main 
St. planters replaced,” Penner says, 
adding that she’s optimistic that once 

 ABOVE PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
From left: Winkler Horticulture Society volunteers Margaret Penner, 
Carol Neufeld, and Betty Klassen with one of 30 outdoor arrange-
ments they have up for sale to raise funds for new planters (similar to 
this one at right) in downtown Winkler.

people see the new look they’ll be ea-
ger to support the project. 

“We want to portray ourselves as 
being a modern, progressive city,” 
she says, noting the old planters have 
been in use for many years and defi -
nitely have a somewhat dated look to 
them.

Any individual or business who 
would like to make a donation or 
sponsor a planter or two can contact 
Penner at 204-362-2552 or send an 
email to winklerhorticulture@gmail.
com.

That’s also the contact information 
to book one of the live arrangements, 
which will be available for pick up 
Wednesday, Nov. 10 at the back door 
of the Winkler Arts and Culture Cen-
tre.

MEMORIAL PARK UPDATE
Meanwhile, the horticulture soci-

ety’s work on the Greg Ens Memorial 
Park in front of the Winkler Centenni-
al Arena continues, even with winter 
weather looming.

The pathway through the park is 
expected to be poured any day now 
and the plan is for the city to be able 
to fl ood that walkway to turn it into a 
winter skating trail.

Penner says they also hope to have 
the shelter, fi re pit, and decorative 
sculptures in before the snow fl ies. 
Additional trees and shrubs, mean-
while, are on the to-do list for next 
spring.

By Lorne Stelmach

The pandemic means the traditional 
ceremonies will not be possible this 
year, but Remembrance Day will still 
be marked in both Morden and Win-
kler next week.

The Winkler Veterans Association 
is once again preparing a virtual cer-
emony that will be available online 
Nov. 11, while the Morden Legion is 
planning a short in-person service 
outdoors at the cenotaph in Confed-
eration Park.

“We are going to record it as well, 
and people will be able to see it on the 
website,” noted Morden Legion presi-
dent Tammy Petkau. 

“If it’s really bad and stormy that 
day, we will make it shorter, but we 
are going to go forward with it,” she 
said. “Everything is normal except be-
ing a bit shorter ... and we’ve had such 
a great fall so far, so we’re hoping for 
the best.”

Nearby sections of street will be 
closed off for the brief service, which 
will include the key features such as 
the colour party, Last Post, Lament, 
and reading of the honour roll. They 
will lay about a dozen wreaths, with 
the others put in place ahead of time. 
The ceremony will  start at 10:55 a.m.

“You don’t want to restrict people 
from coming to a Remembrance Day 
service, but you hope they will respect 
what we need to do and the restric-

tions,” said Petkau. “We just ask spec-
tators to remain standing and keep 
their distance and have masks on at 
all times.”

She said it was a tough call to decide 
how to do the ceremony this year giv-
en the ongoing pandemic.

“Last year we had to cancel at the 
last minute because of COVID restric-
tions ... so we decided to go forward 
with it at the cenotaph this year,” Pet-
kau said.

“We’re hoping for good weather so 
we can follow through with this,”she 
continued. “[The veterans], though, 
fought for us, and they fought through 
all sorts of weather, so I’m sure we can 
stand outside for 30 minutes or so.”

In Winkler, the Veterans Association 
was doing fi lming over a couple days 
this week to have a ceremony ready to 
show online for Remembrance Day.

“It’s too bad it has to be virtual again, 

but I think we’re doing our best un-
der the circumstances,” said organizer 
Rob Wiebe. “COVID means we still 
can’t safely meet inside, and we were 
uncertain about outside activity.”

It will be a traditional service, he 
said, honouring the men who gave 
their lives in service to our country.

The association got some help from 
local students to make it happen.

“We’ve got the involvement of the 
high school choir from Garden Val-
ley ... and a lot of the fi lming is going 
to be done by some students as well,” 
Wiebe said. “We wanted to include as 
much of the community as possible ... 
we think our efforts are going to gen-
erate a successful Remembrance Day 
service under the circumstances.”

As with last year, the video will be 
posted the morning of Nov. 11 on the 
City of Winkler social media pages.

Remembrance Day services will be a little different this year
Morden hosting a 
short outdoor event, 
Winkler’s ceremony 
is online only

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888News or sports tip?
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SAVE WITH OUR HOME 
INSULATION REBATE

Approval is required before you start your project. Work with a registered supplier to qualify.

Qualify. Insulate. Get a Rebate.

Adding insulation to your attic, walls,  
and foundation will improve your home’s  
comfort and help you reduce energy costs.

Get rebates up to 100% of insulation material costs.

Find out if you qualify today

efficiencyMB.ca/homeinsulation

PVLIP creating “Welcoming and 
Inclusive Communities” toolkit
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Pembina Valley Local Immigra-
tion Partnership (PVLIP) has secured 
funding to create a “Welcoming and 
Inclusive Communities” toolkit.

PVLIP coordinator Elaine Burton-
Saindon explains the project, funded 
by the Government of Canada, is 
meant to promote diversity, equity, 
and inclusion and enable local com-
munity leaders and 
employers to imple-
ment best practices 
within their own orga-
nizations.

It’s an initiative that’s 
been a few years in the  
making. 

It started when PV-
LIP began reaching out 
to local municipalities 
and community stake-
holders to talk about 
diversity in our area.

When it came to ad-
dressing just how in-
clusive and welcoming 
the Pembina Valley is, 
“we realized that  a lot 
of people just don’t know what that 
really means,”  Burton-Saindon says. 
“What does that look like and how 
would we do that?

While toolkits for other jurisdictions 
exist, they’re very much region-spe-
cifi c. Creating one aimed at the Pem-
bina Valley became a priority, though 
the pandemic signifi cantly delayed 
the grant approval process in 2020.

The ball fi nally got rolling when PV-
LIP applied for funding for a different 
project earlier this year, this time to 
fi lm a series of diversity and inclusion 
videos for workplace training.

Government offi cials recently 
reached out to PVLIP with funding 
to combine the two ideas—the toolkit 
and the videos—into one project to be 
completed over the next 15 months.

“It’s exciting. I’m  so happy to see 
that fi nally came through,” says Bur-
ton-Saindon. “It’s like a big dream 
and checkmark for us. Hopefully at 

the end of the day we’ll have an actual 
resource for the Pembina Valley that 
will be helpful for anybody.”

Coming on board to complete the 
project are PVLIP staffers Antonio 
Lopez and Forde Oliver.

The pair will spend the next sev-
eral months doing research ahead of 
creating the actual content, with an 
eye to having the resources ready to 
launch by early 2023.

“It will be a tool-
kit that will be broad 
enough that any com-
munity, regardless of 
size, could use as a re-
source,” Burton-Sain-
don says, explaining 
it will address what 
diversity is and how 
communities can take 
steps to be more wel-
coming to immigrants 
as well as offer links 
for newcomers to con-
nect them with local 
resources and infor-
mation as they settle in 
their new home.

Burton-Saindon ex-
pects the video series will be very use-
ful to local employers, many of whom 
have an increasingly diverse staff, 
which can, on occasion, create some 
cultural misunderstandings.

The videos will address the question 
of “how to integrate a multicultural 
workplace,” she says. “How to address 
what happens when you do have a 
multicultural workplace on things 
around cultural awareness, diversity 
awareness, even culture to culture.”

PVLIP expects this project will reach 
2,200 newcomers and 100 stakehold-
ers across south central Manitoba.

Burton-Saindon also hopes it will 
provide a framework for a much 
broader application.

“This could be a staring point,” she 
says. “It could launch into a provincial 
project that could be broadened to 
make it more Manitoba focused.

“We’re ‘Friendly Manitoba’ but are 
we welcoming and inclusive?”

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Antonio Lopez (left) and Forde Oliver have come on board with the 
Pembina Valley Immigration Partnership to create a Welcoming and 
Inclusive Communities toolkit and workplace video series over the 
next year.

“AT THE END OF 
THE DAY WE’LL 
HAVE AN ACTUAL 
RESOURCE FOR 
THE PEMBINA 
VALLEY THAT WILL 
BE HELPFUL FOR 
ANYBODY.”

Our article last week on the Morden 
Christmas Cheer Board’s campaign 
launch (Pg. 5) incorrectly stated they 
are accepting toy donations once 
again through the Dairy Queen An-
gels Anonymous program. 

Due to the pandemic, Morden Cheer 
is only accepting monetary donations 

this year, which will be used to pur-
chase gift cards that will serve in place 
of the traditional hampers. 

We sincerely apologize for the mix-
up and any confusion it may have 
caused.

Donations can be made online at 
mordenchristmascheer.com.

Our mistake
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letters
PAYING TRIBUTE

 As we approach Remembrance 
Day, I’d like to pay tribute to the vet-
eran members of The War Amps.

The War Amps was started by am-
putee veterans returning from the 
First World War to help each other 
adapt to their new reality as ampu-
tees. They then welcomed ampu-
tee veterans following the Second 
World War, sharing all that they had 
learned.

These founding members then es-

tablished the Key Tag Service, which 
is still going strong today, to fund the 
Association’s many vital programs 
including The War Amps Child Am-
putee (CHAMP) Program.

I was born a partial left hand am-
putee and grew up in CHAMP, 
which provided me with fi nancial 
assistance for prosthetic devices and 
offered emotional support. These 
veterans have left a lasting impact 
on generations of amputees as they 
taught us that we should be proud of 
our amputation and to know that it 

will not stop us from achieving our 
goals.

Everyday, but particularly on Re-
membrance Day, Canadian ampu-
tees like me honour these veterans 
who not only served their country 
but returned home to make life bet-
ter for all amputees.

 
Graham Spero, graduate of 

The War Amps Child Amputee 
(CHAMP) Program

 
 

W
h o e v e r 
coined the 
term “mon-
ey can’t buy 
h a p p i n e s s ” 

was likely someone with 
money. 

They meant well, and at a founda-
tional level they were onto something, 
but then wildly missed the point when 
they coined this oft repeated phrase.

This phrase sits in the same wheel-
house as “misery loves company.” 
Both phrases seem to try and offer 
comfort by sug-
gesting that “other 
people struggle 
too” which is a ter-
rible and some-
what useless form 
of comfort at best 
and, at worst, cre-
ates a need to hurt 
others so that I feel 
better.

In various ways 
my wife and I are both intimately fa-
miliar with mental illness, particular-
ly depression. 

While there have been struggles, 
some of them signifi cant, we have 

been fortunate enough to sustain our-
selves to a place where we have some 
tools and resources to attempt to work 
through things as they arise.

As an example, the other day we 
were discussing depression while re-
laxing in our hot tub. We were talking 
about how certain kinds of mental ill-
ness such as depression often seem to 
arise out of a vacuum and then hunt 
out a source or sources to latch onto 
and blame like some sort of emotional 
heat seeking missile. 

It is important, we agreed, to try our 
best in such circumstances, to rise up 
and gain perspective of our landscape 
so that we can be prepared when this 
happens. 

This is when we noted the impor-
tance of “stuff” and how “stuff” factors 
in. While taking a break from writing 
this column I stumbled across an apt 
meme in a brilliant stroke of serendip-
ity. It read: “Getting out of bed would 
be 10X easier if there was a Caribbean 
Sea and 30-degree weather waiting 
outside for you.” 

This statement is not saying you 
would be less tired in this circum-
stance. It is saying you would be more 
motivated to get up in this circum-
stance. 

Money can’t buy happiness but it 
can change circumstance and allevi-
ate and/or eliminate a lot of those tar-

gets something like depression seeks 
out. 

The difference between myself and 
my mum for instance is that when 
depression haunts me, I can take the 
opportunity to ponder it from my hot 
tub. My mum would have to ponder 
it, if she had the luxury to even pon-
der, from her Salvation Army couch 
in the confi nes of a crappy, rented, 
run-down government housing proj-
ect, with the weight of deciding which 
bill to pay and which to ignore, while 
caring for her four children alone and 
planning groceries without a car.

Stuff matters.
I can go to my espresso machine 

and make a cappuccino to drink as I 
seek solace. I can wander out onto the 
porch of my beautiful 130-year-old 
fi eld stone home and consider my op-
tions while ordering a high-end pair 
of Ray-Ban sunglasses.

My point? Stuff matters. Things mat-
ter when it comes to mental illness. 
Resources matter. Does having a de-
cent job, a stable marriage, a home, 
two cars, and a strong family sup-
port network mean my depression is 
less than someone else’s? No. Does 
it mean I may be able to weather the 
storm better? Probably. It may mean 
the difference between being able to 

Stuff matters: mental health and inequality

By Peter 
Cantelon

Continued on page 7
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The Voice welcomes letters from readers on local and 
regional issues and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (excessively long let-
ters are less likely to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful. 

The Voice reserves the right to edit, condense, or re-
ject any submission.

Please include your full name, address, and phone 
number for verifi cation purposes. Your name and city 
will be published with your letter. We do not print 
anonymous letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at                                                            
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Letter policy

take care of myself during a depression and not being able 
to because of a dozen other concerns rooted in poverty, 
gender, and other sources of inequity.

Income and stability absolutely matter when navigating 
mental illness. These things are not simply matters of food 
and shelter but of equality and justice. 

Now, one must be careful when walking this line of think-
ing because depression, like so many other expressions 
of mental illness, can lean on addictive behaviours. One 
could fi nd themselves trying to buy themselves peace of 
mind through online shopping, drugs, gambling, etc. and 
this will only add to the worries and circumstances that 
extend and foster depression. 

My point is this: while we may all, on occasion, feel the 
same things, we are not all resourced in the same way to 
navigate those feelings. 

Before you rush off to tell your depressed friend who is 
struggling to make ends meet and living paycheck to pay-
check that “money doesn’t buy happiness” consider not 
saying anything at all and asking yourself how you might 
be able to resource them as a valuable part of their support 
network ... perhaps by being a silent presence and abiding 
with them through the storm, for starters.

 >  CANTELON, FROM PG. 6

November is Domestic Violence Awareness Month
By Ashleigh Viveiros

November is Domestic Violence Awareness Month and 
the local shelter is doing what it can to get the word out 
about the help it offers victims of abuse.

Genesis House has a few events on tap for the weeks 
ahead, including a chance to virtually tour its facilities.

“Most people have never seen the inside of our shelter,” 
said Ang Braun, executive director, explaining that the lo-
cation of the shelter is kept under wraps for safety reasons.

The lack of a public storefront coupled with fewer com-
munity events than ever this past year thanks to the pan-
demic got Braun thinking about how they could connect 
with people in a new way. A glimpse inside the facility 
seemed a perfect fi t.

A video crew came in and spent an entire day shooting 
footage for the tour, she noted.

“It’s kind of like if you were entering the shelter, coming 
in right through the front door, and I’m taking you through 

Genesis House has a host of activities happening over the next few weeks
the house as if you were coming to stay,” Braun 
said. “It is pretty cool. People will get an inside 
peek at the place.”

You can view the tour online at genesishouse-
shelter.ca.

Once you’ve had a chance to take a virtual walk 
through the shelter, you can show your support 
in person at the Nov. 12 Winkler Flyers hockey 
game, where all the players will be wearing 
Peace Begins at Home white jerseys and shelter 
staff will be on hand accepting donations and 
providing information about the services the 
shelter offers.

Also going on this month is a donation drive, 
with  shelter reps. on  hand at a few locations 
in Morden-Winkler  (coming up, Morden Alli-
ance Church Nov. 6 from 9 a.m. to noon and the 

Gilmour Braul Hiebert Law Offi ce in Winkler 
Nov. 20 from 10 a.m. to noon).

Donations of all kinds are most welcome, be 
it food items, toiletries, clothing, baby/kids sup-
plies, and Christmas gifts. A complete list can 
be found on the Genesis House social media 
pages and website.

“Usually by December our pantry is quite 
bare,” Braun said, thanking anyone who is able 
to drop off a donation of any kind to help fami-
lies in care.

Also accepting donations for the annual Power 
of the PJs campaign is every branch of the South 
Central Regional Library.

Many of the women and children who show 

Continued on page 8
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up at the shelter come with little more than the clothes 
on their backs, Braun shared, so donations of things like 
pyjamas, socks, and underwear are a real gift.

Finally, in lieu of their masquerade gala this year, Gen-
esis House is hosting an online auction Nov. 16-30.

“We’ve got some very cool prizes that will be available,” 
Braun said. “There’s 56 items and there’s such a variety 
of things that a person could actually do a bit of Christ-
mas shopping with this.”

The prizes, all of which have been donated, range from 
high-end things like a Nintendo Switch and a sound bar 
to hand bags, jewelry, and handmade quilts.

Further details about the auction will be posted soon.

REACHING OUT
All these activities serve not only to raise funds and do-

nations for the shelter but also to get their name out into 
the community.

Domestic violence is a very real issue across the region. 
In the 2020/21 fi scal year, Genesis House  provided shel-
ter to 42 women and 30 children.

Statistically, one in four women have experienced vio-
lence in a current or previous relationship, with young 

women aged 25-34 experiencing the highest rates of 
spousal violence. 

Children under fi ve constitute the largest portion of 
abused children in shelters, followed by ages 5-9. 

Bringing awareness to what domestic abuse is and how 
it affects families is a big step towards creating a health-
ier community, Braun said.

And it’s not just about trying to reach only the victims 
of abuse—this is an issue the entire community can tack-
le together.

“One of the things we saw through COVID was our 
calls increased from family and friends calling and say-
ing, ‘We think there could be trouble here. What do we 
do?” Braun said. “People stepping up and saying what 
can we do to help?

“For me, the core message is always when a person tells 
you this is happening to them, you need to believe them. 
People don’t make this up. It is such a diffi cult road that 
no one would choose it.”

If you’re in an abusive relationship and need help, or if 
you know someone in that situation and need advice on 
what to do to help them, you can reach Genesis House 
anytime at 204-325-9800 or toll-free at 1-877-977-0007.

 >  GENESIS HOUSE, FROM PG. 7

Koats for Kids distribution nights are next week
By Lorne Stelmach

A main organizer of the annual Ko-
ats for Kids campaign, Terry Gibson 
may not have many people sharing 
his wish for a spell of colder weather.

But the United Way Pembina Valley 
board member has seen that cooler 
weather gets people thinking about 
winter and the need to be prepared 
with warm clothing. That in turn gives 
a boost to the annual effort to collect 
gently used winter clothing for dis-
tribution to those in need in the com-
munity.

“My experience has been that if you 
don’t get a good shot of cold weath-
er, you don’t get a lot of people out,” 
Gibson suggested as the organiza-
tion prepared for its two distribution 
nights next week.

The United Way has been running 
the campaign to collect all manner 
of winter items for kids and adults—
jackets, snow pants, toques, mittens, 

scarves—since Oct. 15.
Both  new  and used items in good 

condition are being dropped off at 
red donation bins at the Morden and 

 VOICE FILE PHOTO
United Way Pembina Valley has jackets and all manner of other do-
nated winter clothing up for grabs at its Koats for Kids distribution 
nights next week Monday and Tuesday in both Morden and Winkler.

By Voice staff

A Winkler police offi cer is facing 
charges in connection with an inci-
dent that sent a man to hospital this 
fall.

On Sept. 11, Wasagaming RCMP re-
ceived a report of an assault at a resi-
dence in Ditch Lake, MB involving an 
off-duty offi cer from Winkler.

The Independent Investigation Unit 

Winkler police offi cer charged with assault, uttering threats
(IIU) of Manitoba, which was notifi ed 
of the allegations two days later, said 
the victim was taken to Minnedosa 
Hospital for treatment. No informa-
tion has been released about the ex-
tent of his injuries.

Last week, the IIU announced that 
its “civilian director is satisfi ed that 
there are reasonable grounds to be-
lieve a criminal offence occurred.”

The IIU is asking for the individuals 
who assisted the injured man  to con-
tact them toll free at 1-844-667-6060 to 
aid in the investigation.

The Winkler offi cer, whose name has 
not been made public, has been ar-
rested and charged with assault caus-
ing bodily harm and uttering threats. 
He was released on an undertaking 
and will appear in court in Minnedosa 

Dec. 7.
As the matter is before the courts, 

Winkler Police Chief Ryan Hunt was 
unable to comment on the charges, 
but did confi rm the offi cer, who has 
been with the department for three 
and a half years, will be performing 
administrative duties in the offi ce un-
til the matter is decided in court.

Winkler fi re halls. Donations will be 
accepted until the distribution days 
next week.

Locals who need some winter gear  
can  stop  by  the  Morden  fi re hall  or 
the Central Station Community Cen-
tre in Winkler Monday, Nov. 8 from 
4:30-6:30 p.m. and Tuesday, Nov. 9 
from 9:30-11:30 a.m. and 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
to pick items out free of charge.

Gibson last week said the amount 
of donations coming in seemed to be 
pretty good under the circumstances.

“It’s looking amazingly well, consid-
ering how mild the weather has been,” 
he said. “I think we have done a pretty 
good job of advertising and promot-
ing it this year.

“I think we may be able to expect a 
pretty good crowd this year beside the 
people who would usually come,” he 
added. “So I’m really hoping we get 
enough clothing.”
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Stefanson wins Conservative leadership vote
By Lorne Stelmach

The fi rst female premier of Mani-
toba struck a conciliatory tone in her 
fi rst address as leader of the province 
last weekend.

Following her election as leader of 
the Progressive Conservative Party 
of Manitoba Saturday in Brandon, 
Heather Stefanson bid people “wel-
come to the new PC party of Mani-
toba.

“I am truly honoured and humbled 
to stand here with all of you making 
history in Manitoba,” 
said Stefanson, who 
won the leadership with 
8,405 votes compared to 
8,042 for her lone chal-
lenger Shelly Glover. “A 
strong PC party is vital 
for a strong Manitoba, 
and together I know 
we will come out of this 
race more united than 
ever with a focus on 
winning a third consec-
utive majority government in 2023.”

Stefanson was elected with a major-
ity of the votes from the 64 per cent 
of eligible party members who cast a 
ballot in the contest.

She expressed gratitude for all who 
put their trust in both her and the par-
ty and offered particular appreciation 
for former premier Brian Pallister as 
well as interim leader Kelvin Goertz-
en, who also addressed the gathering.

Stefanson noted that she had visited 
all corners of the province in recent 
months and suggested that Manito-
bans had told her “loud and clear that 
they want to see us take a much more 
collaborative approach when it comes 
to working with other levels of gov-

ernment and with stakeholders in our 
communities.

“Manitobans want a government 
that works alongside them,” Stefan-
son said in her acceptance speech. 

“They want to see a government that 
focusses on strengthening our health 
and education systems, working with, 
listening to and learning from Indig-
enous elders and leaders on moving 
Manitoba forward with reconciliation 
and attracting and retaining talent, 
investments and business that will 
provide a culture and environment 

that ensures our kids want 
to live, grow and succeed 
right here in Manitoba.”

“I’m ready to address the 
many challenges facing 
us,” she continued.

“Our immediate priori-
ties must be to focus on 
repairing our relationship 
with Indigenous peoples, 
to get Manitoba through 
the rest of this pandemic, 
to focus on economic re-

covery with an emphasis on the im-
portance of immigration and address-
ing the critical labour shortage this 
province is facing and tackling the 
various serious concerns that COVID 
has exposed within our health care 
system.”

Offering a fi nal address as the inter-
im premier, Kelvin Goertzen touched 
on the importance of working with 
municipal leaders who are knowl-
edgeable and  care deeply about their 
communities as well as representa-
tives of various cultural and faith 
communities as well.

He emphasized particularly though 
working closely with Indigenous 
communities.

“Success for our province cannot 
happen unless we engage in mean-
ingful ways with indigenous leader-
ship and ensure that they are heard 
as decisions are made,” he said. “In-
digenous leaders want respectful dia-
logue, and we must respond.

“We are committed to continuing 
to work with Ottawa and being a co-
operative partner in Confederation 
Park,” Goertzen added.

“The past 19 months has truly been 
the challenge of a lifetime,” he con-
cluded. “It has also shown us some 
things. It has shown us how much we 
care for each other.

“There are reasons for optimism,” 

he concluded. “The pandemic tested 
governments and people in a way that 
we have never seen in our lifetime be-
fore, and as we look to emerge from it, 
we have to do so as a province that is 
united.”

Stefanson was slated to be sworn in 
as premier on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, Glover on Monday had 
asked the Court of Queen’s Bench to 
declare the leadership election inval-
id and order a new election, claiming 
there were irregularities in the count-
ing of the votes, including party mem-
bers who did not receive their mail-in 
ballots to vote.

 SCREENSHOT
Heather Stefanson won her bid for the leadership of the Progressive 
Conservative Party of Manitoba on Saturday, making her the prov-
ince’s new premier.

Majority of new COVID-19 cases in Southern Health
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Public health offi cials were report-
ing 483 new cases of COVID-19 in 
Manitoba from last Friday to Monday.

The vast majority of those cases—266 
in total—were in the Southern Health 
Santé Sud region, where vaccination 
rates continue to lag behind the rest 
of the province.

The Winnipeg health region ac-
counted for 96 of the new cases, Prai-
rie Mountain and the Northern health 
regions each had 41, and Interlake-
Eastern had 40.

Of the 96 new cases identifi ed on 
Monday alone, the province reports 
70 were in individuals not fully vac-

cinated (two weeks past their second 
dose).

In our region, Southern Health, 37 of 
the day’s 45 new cases were not fully 
vaccinated, the province reports.

Manitoba’s total number of active 
COVID-19 cases was at 1,273 at press 
time. There have been 1,248 deaths 
due to the virus since the pandemic 
began.

As of Monday, there were 98 peo-
ple hospitalized due to COVID-19 in 
Manitoba, including 25 in intensive 
care.

In the Pembina Valley, Winkler add-
ed 17 new cases over the past week to 
hit 54 active cases—the highest in the 
region.

Morden also jumped by 12 cases to 
19. Stanley is at 13 active cases, as is 
Altona. Carman and Lorne/Louise/
Pembina both have seven cases, while 
Red River South has fi ve, and Roland/
Thompson and MacDonald are both 
at three.

THIRD DOSE ELIGIBILITY 
EXPANDED

Last week, the province expanded 
its recommendations for third doses 
of the COVID-19 vaccine to include 
residents of congregate elderly per-
sons housing. There are more than 500 
such sites across the province.

Also eligible for a third jab are First 
Nations people living on a reserve, 
people who have only received a vi-
ral vector vaccine or who received 
one or two doses of a vaccine not ap-
proved by Health Canada, health care 
workers who have direct contact with 
patients or residents, immunocom-
promised individuals, residents of all 
personal care homes, and residents 
and staff of all First Nations personal 
care homes.

More information about the vac-
cine campaign in Manitoba is avail-
able at www.manitoba.ca/vaccine and 
https://protectmb.ca. 

“WELCOME 
TO THE NEW 
PC PARTY OF 
MANITOBA.”



Altona, virtual tours of the three com-
munities, and presentations about the 
settlement services, daycare options, 
and schools in the area.

Reynolds noted this information 
session is for newcomers and urban 
service providers alike.

“Sometimes the service providers 
that work with newcomers are work-
ing on employment and housing chal-
lenges with them and are not aware 
of the opportunities in rural Mani-
toba,” he said. “That there’s jobs, that 
there’s safe communities, that there’s 
good places to live ... so this is meant 
to bridge that gap.”

This is the third such rural living 

information session held in recent 
years. The fi rst, held in Portage la Prai-
rie before the pandemic, saw a bus-
load of participants come out to tour 
the community. An online session has 
also been held in Steinbach.

The “Winnipeg to the Pembina Val-
ley” events are hosted by Regional 
Connections alongside the Manitoba 
Association of Newcomer Serving Or-
ganizations (MANSO), New Journey 
Housing,  and the Manitoba Inter-
faith Immigration Council (Welcome 
Place).

If you know someone living in Win-
nipeg who might be looking for in-
formation on rural living, send them 

to https://mansomanitoba.silkstart.
com/events/beyond-the-perimeter-
2021-altona-morden-winkler-1 to sign 
up for the Nov. 16 session. 

You can also email info@mansoman-
itoba.ca for more information.
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By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Police Service will 
have a new offi cer on the beat next 
year.

Winkler city council at its meeting 
last week gave the department the 
green light to hire a new constable.

Chief Ryan Hunt says that will 
bring them to 21 offi cers in total.

“That puts us in a good position for 
the size of our community,” he said, 
noting, however, that several veteran 
offi cers are approaching retirement 
age. “Therefore we will be looking 

at doing further hiring in the not too 
distant future.”

Hunt urges anyone considering a 
career in law enforcement to head to 
the department’s website (winkler-
police.ca) for an application. Appli-
cations are accepted on an ongoing 
basis.

Once hired, Winkler’s newest offi -
cer should start training in early 2022 
and be ready for patrol duties in late 
summer or early fall.

A few other odds and ends from 
the Oct. 26 council meeting:

• Council unanimously approved 

a motion to remove the state of 
drought emergency put in place by it 
and the other Pembina Valley Water 
Co-op (PVWC) members this sum-
mer.

Coun. Marvin Plett, Winkler’s 
PVWC representative, noted the 
decision was made by PVWC’s 14 
member municipalities earlier that 
day in light of recent rains and el-
evated river fl ows.

PVWC will continue to “monitor 
the situation throughout the winter 
and into the spring to ensure ad-

Council okays new constable for Winkler PD

Sirel Grocery and Food House open for business
By Lorne Stelmach

Carmen Laurel recalled her own ex-
perience as a newcomer here Satur-
day as Sirel Grocery and Food House 
offi cially opened its doors in Morden.

Having come here from the Philip-
pines in 1987, Laurel, who has been an 
accountant and had a brother in Mor-
den serving as a pastor, found herself 
being regularly asked to help with 
things such as providing food.

“There was one time also that we 
had a fundraiser for someone who 
was sick, and I said I would bring 
some goodies ... and it was gone with-
in a few minutes,” she recalled. “Some 
people then started calling me asking 
can you get me some of these things 
... from there, they said why don’t you 
start a store?”

All that led to the opening of the 
new business at 610 Thornhill Street, 
which Laurel says will strive to meet 
the needs of the area’s ever-growing 
Filipino community.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Cutting the ribbon on Morden’s newest grocery store: Sirel Grocery 
and Food House.

“When I fi rst moved to Canada, I 
thought I love the food from the Phil-
ippines, that’s the food I was looking 
for,” she said. “I think there’s people 
here looking for the same thing, the 

familiar snacks, familiar food.”
Their plans began to form around 

opening a bakery but then expanded 
to include a range of groceries. 

The challenge of starting up the 

business was helped in part by fi nd-
ing this particular location.

“We found this ... and it had a kitch-
en and everything we needed,” said 
Laurel.

The result is a store that offers a 
variety of snacks and basics such as 
sauces, condiments, and spices as 
well as things like noodle soups and 
fresh frozen fi sh and meats. There is 
also an enticing bakery section with 
breads, pastries, and desserts as well 
as an assortment of some fresh fruits 
and vegetables.

They are working with a number 
of suppliers based in Vancouver and 
Winnipeg, and Laurel noted they 
hope to be able to keep adding to 
what they can offer here.

 “I know there’s some things that we 
cannot fi nd yet because our suppli-
ers don’t have those, but we will try 
to bring in whatever we can,” she said.

Sirel Grocery and Food House is 
open Monday to Saturday from 9 a.m. 
to 9 p.m.

Online sessions hope to get Winnipeggers “Beyond the Perimeter”
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Regional Connections is teaming up 
with several partners in Winnipeg to 
share a bit about the opportunities 
that rural Manitoba offers.

The immigration services agency 
hosted the fi rst of two “Beyond the Pe-
rimeter” information sessions online 
this past Tuesday. The second virtual 
event is scheduled for Nov. 16.

“Still in Manitoba, a pretty signifi -
cant majority of immigration is to 
Winnipeg—some 80 or 90 per cent of 
newcomers,” said Steve Reynolds, ex-
ecutive director of Regional Connec-
tions. 

“But of course there’s lots of rural 
opportunities and newcomers have 
immigrated to Winnipeg almost by 
default—you’re halfway around the 
world and you hear about the big 
cities and you don’t know about the 
smaller communities.”

Beyond the Perimeter aims to edu-
cate Winnipeggers about the Pembina 
Valley and the communities in it, in-
cluding hearing from local employers 
and service providers and from new-
comers to Canada now living in the 
area.

Friesens, Meridian Manufacturing, 
and Decor Cabinets will all be making 
presentations, as will realtor Michael 
Grenier, who will speak a bit about 
the local housing market. 

There will also be greetings from 
the mayors of Winkler, Morden, and 

“THERE’S JOBS ... SAFE 
COMMUNITIES ... GOOD 
PLACES TO LIVE.”

Continued on page 11
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Taking a hard look at the Indian Act and its impact
By Lorne Stelmach

The second in a series of three talks took listen-
ers another step further on a path toward greater 
understanding around Indigenous issues.

 David Scott, who is an elder and policy advisor 
with the Swan Lake First Nation, again offered 
his perspective as part of the series organized by 
the local Truth and Action Working Group.

With the aim to help promote awareness of In-
digenous realities and build relationships with 
Indigenous neighbours, the talks had kicked 
off last month with a historical look at Canada’s 
Indigenous policies and continued last Tuesday 
with a focus on treaties and the Indian Act.

Scott wanted to address not only some of the 
basics of the treaties and Indian Act but “what 
they have done and what our relationship was 
supposed to be like and what went wrong.

“There is so much that is still regulated ... even 
just being a member of a community is so dif-
fi cult,” he said. “People may read the document, 
but they don’t really see how the policies of the 
act are enforced on reserves and the kind of pow-
er the Indian agents had on the reserves. 

“Today, the difference is the agent isn’t on the 
reserve now, they’re just in government, yet the 
policies are still being enforced.”

Scott went through some of the key aspects of 
the treaties and referenced the language such as 
the agreement to “cede, release, surrender and 
yield up to her Majesty the Queen and her suc-
cessors forever.”

In theory, the treaties and then the Indian Act 
may seem to reference the right ideas, like build-
ing peaceful alliances, sharing the wealth, and 
protecting ways of life, but of course it became 
something quite different in practice.  

He went on to cite a wide array of examples, in-
cluding the fact Indigenous peoples ultimately:

• had no control over what could be done with 
their land;

• were not allowed income from their labour 

and not allowed to keep and handle money;
• could not will their farms to their children;
• saw women removed legally from their tra-

ditional roles  within the structure of the com-
munity, and,

• saw Indian agents given the power to deter-
mine the full scope of rights and even Indian 
leadership.

Other examples noted how Indigenous women 
could not pass on treaty or Indian Act status to 
their children. Scott also pointed out how the In-
dian Act had been exempt from falling under the 
Human Rights Act, though a court decision in 
2011 did fi nally change that.

As another example, Scott touched on what he 
referred to as the trespass law. 

“They wanted to keep us on the reserve, and 
they wanted to stop communication or interac-
tion between white society and our society. They 
did not want white society to see what the Indian 
agents were doing on the reserves. That was a big 
part of it,” he suggested.

“Section 30 still applies; it’s still out there, al-
though it’s not being enforced ... no Indian Af-
fairs person would even come on to a reserve 
now and order these things around, but the law 
is still there ... if they wanted to enforce.”

“That’s part of the way that we have come to 
segregate ... how we’ve been segregated from 
white society.”

Scott acknowledged that there is so much in-
formation that people need to digest and that it 
is challenging to comprehend and fully under-
stand it all.

“It’s a complex issue. It’s not easy to cover these 
things in two and a half hour sessions,” he said, 
adding he is nevertheless heartened to know that 
these kinds of discussions are happening. “It is 
very encouraging that people are actually hear-
ing about it, and they want to talk more about it.

“I hope that we can continue on this path to-
gether ... so we can have heart to heart discus-
sions about these things.”

Scott concludes the series on Tuesday, Nov. 30 with a 
focus on the condition of Indigenous people today and 
how they are surviving amidst the realities of life on the 
reserves.

“I will try to tie all these things together and how they 
impact us today,” he said. “We can look at how do we 
move forward.”

The presentation will take place at the Morden Menno-
nite Church  starting at 7 p.m.

Find more information by following the Truth and Ac-
tion Working Group on Facebook.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Speaker David Scott at the latest Truth and Action 
Working Group series addressing Indigenous is-
sues.
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equate water is maintained in case 
drought develops again in spring or 
in case we have low snowfall,” Plett 
said.

The co-op sends out its thanks to 
residents across the region for their 
water conservation efforts this sum-
mer, he said, adding that people are 
still urged to continue to use water 
wisely.

While the regionwide drought dec-
laration is over for now, communities 
like Morden remain at an extreme 

drought state with water usage re-
strictions. Lake Minnewasta, the city’s 
main source of water, is still several 
feet below the full supply level.

• Council okayed a request from 
Manitoba Hydro to install street light-
ing on several roads in the north part 
of town.

Pearl St., Makena Place, Makena 
Way, and North Point Trail will be 
getting 60W LED lights installed 
while 90W LED lights are going in on 
Northlands Parkway.

• Final reading was given to an 
amendment that will allow the City of 
Winkler to borrow over $10.5 million 
for the construction of a mechanical 
wastewater treatment facility as a lo-
cal improvement project. The loan will 
be paid back over the next 13 years at 
an interest rate of 2.53 per cent a year.

• Councillors heard from Winkler 
Family Resource Centre’s Cathy Sav-
age about its work in the community 
and the impact the city’s support 
($5,000 a year) has on the non-profi t 

organization.
The funds allow WFRC to offer a host 

of early childhood programming to 
families free of charge from its space 
in the Emmanuel Mennonite Church.

These programs provide valuable 
educational and social outlets for chil-
dren and parents alike, Savage said, 
stressing that the reliable fi nancial 
support from council is a blessing 
during a time where other funding 
sources have become somewhat less 
certain in recent years.

 >  COUNCIL, FROM PG. 10
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Morden woman wants greater fl exibility in vaccination exemptions

By Lorne Stelmach

A Morden woman who has faced chronic 
health conditions throughout her life is look-
ing to the province to make things more fair for 
people like her in relation to the rules around 
vaccination and exemptions.

Sarah Gwen Peters says she takes COVID-19 
seriously and follows all the rules, including 
wearing a face mask and social distancing, but 
she maintains she has valid concerns around 
how vaccination could impact her, and she 
sees the current exemption requirements as 
being far too narrow in scope.

 The province may tout that it even allows ex-
emptions, compared to some other provinces 
that do not, but Peters sees it as being decep-
tive in making it nearly impossible to actually 
qualify for one.

“We are getting towards the time when peo-
ple want to gather for the holidays ... and there 
is probably one person in every extended fam-
ily who is affected here, and there is probably 
another person in every extended family who 
doesn’t want unvaccinated people at the gath-
ering,” she noted.

“So we need to establish something that is 
valid for people who deserve an exemption 
and who aren’t getting an exemption now,” 
she said. “We have to be given something to 
put us on a level playing fi eld in time for the 
holidays and beyond ... we should all be able to 
feel comfortable gathering ... we deserve that; 
we are all equal human beings.”

Peters has worked as a massage therapist, re-
fl exologist, and counsellor, and it was through 
her experience and contacts that she became 
familiar with herbs and natural substances 
and remedies.

That knowledge has become increasingly im-
portant for her particularly in recent years as 
she has worked to boost her immunity and im-
prove her overall health and wellness.

Her health challenges began early on in her 
life, starting with recurring tonsillitis. At the 
time, tonsils were not always removed, she 
noted, so she faced repeated bouts that meant 
multiple doses of antibiotics.

“That was a bad start for my immune sys-
tem,” Peters said, adding as a teenager she 
then contracted infectious hepatitis and was 
quarantined. Later on, she received the small-
pox vaccination and she recalls facing a 14 
month period before she recovered from its 
side effects.

“Intermittently then, throughout my adult-
hood, I’ve had different things that brought 

down my immune system as well,” she con-
tinued, noting, after years of declining energy, 
she was diagnosed with multiple chemical 
sensitivities in 2002 and was unable to work or 
spend much time in public spaces.

She had to go on social assistance for a time 
but was eventually able to work again, al-
though she attributes that more to her pursuit 
of natural remedies than any medical inter-
vention. 

“I’ve built it up over the years, and I don’t 
want to compromise it now, and I know that 
any foreign substance in my body now would 
compromise it,” Peters said in explaining her 
decision to not be vaccinated against COV-
ID-19.

Peters feels Manitoba needs to widen its ex-
emption requirements for COVID-19 vaccina-
tion to take more health concerns into account, 
or come up with a way for those who feel they 
cannot be vaccinated to undergo testing for 
the virus or provide proof of natural immunity.

Currently, the province only allows people to 
secure an exemption in one of three situations: 

• They had a severe reaction after the fi rst 
dose of a COVID-19 vaccine;

• They are receiving treatment that affects 
their ability to mount an immune response, 
meaning vaccination must be timed carefully 
with their treatment schedule (ie: cancer treat-
ment).

• They had a severe allergy or anaphylactic 
reaction to a previous dose of a COVID-19 vac-
cine or its components that cannot be man-
aged by the Health Sciences Centre allergy 
clinic.

“It should be wider; as it’s stated, it’s so nar-
row,” Peters lamented. “This is so astonishing 
to me.

“We could think outside the box. We could 
fi nd a way to establish an equivalency so that 
everyone has the same status, whether that’s 
through regular testing, whether it’s through 
establishing immunity ... or whether it’s ex-
panding those extremely narrow and nebulous 
sorts of criteria, those criteria that are mean-
ingless,” she continued. “It’s important that 
every human being ... everyone here should 
have equivalency, whether that’s through an 
exemption or a testing of established immu-
nity ... that is purported as being available, but 
it is so deceptive.”

PROVINCE RESPONDS
The Voice received a detailed response from 

the province when requesting comment on 

this matter.
It began by noting that the list of exemptions was created by 

a medical advisory committee which is made up of specialists 
in a wide range of fi elds. 

“For individuals with serious or multiple health conditions, 
the vaccine is especially important,” the statement stressed. 
“We have seen very clearly that having multiple health con-
ditions greatly increases a person’s risk of having a severe 
outcome related to COVID-19. 

“The vaccine on the other hand, despite being administered 
over six billion times, has not been shown to trigger fl are ups 
or to worsen any existing health conditions.

“The conditions for exemption are not because we are wor-
ried about what the vaccine will do to the health condition 
but rather because the health condition might make the vac-
cine less effective.

“We are aware of an increased risk of clots with low platelets 
with AZ and Janssen [vaccines]. We have also seen a small 
number of cases of mild myocarditis with mRNA for young 
men. We take these risks seriously which is why we have ad-
justed recommendations about who receives which product. 
But even with these risks, if you follow the recommendations, 
the benefi ts still outweigh the risks for Manitobans. 

“Thankfully, these vaccine contains very few chemicals and 
the ones that they do contain, are in very small quantities,” the 
statement further stressed. “As an example, a person would 
be exposed to a much higher dose of multiple chemicals by 
applying sunscreen, or eating a bag of chips. Multiple chemi-
cal sensitivities would be unlikely to lead to a reaction from 
this vaccine. In fact, many people with a proven anaphylactic 
allergy to one of the ingredients in the vaccines will still not 
have an allergic reaction to the vaccine. 

“Likewise, the vaccine does not contain any virus or portion 
of the virus such as an antigen (the part of the virus that trig-
gers an immune response). The only antigen is the one that 
your cells create after reading the mRNA instructions.”

The province noted that older vaccines for other ailments 
contain multiple antigens which can provoke stronger reac-
tions. 

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Sarah Gwen Peters is one of the 29 per cent of Mor-
den residents who have not been vaccinated against 
COVID-19. She feels her health issues should qualify 
her for an exemption and she’s calling on the provin-
cial government to be more fl exible in dealing with 
people with valid health conditions concerned about 
the impact the vaccine will have on them.

Continued on page 13

Health offi cials in response stress vaccines are safe 
for people with a wide range of medical conditions

“FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH SERIOUS OR MULTIPLE HEALTH CONDITIONS, 
THE VACCINE IS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT.”
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Triple E, Leisure Travel Vans honoured with award
By Lorne Stelmach

Winkler’s Triple E RV and Leisure 
Travel Vans has landed a top annual 
industry honour for nine years run-
ning.

The company recently once again 
received the Vehicle Dealers Associa-
tion (RVDA) Dealers Satisfaction In-
dex (DSI) Quality Circle Award.

To   determine   the   DSI   rankings,   the  
RVDA   surveys dealers   on   four catego-
ries:  reliability/quality,   parts,   warran-
ty and sales, and Leisure   Travel   Vans   
ranked top  among the  motorized   ve-
hicle   brands with an average score of 
4.83 out of fi ve and a net score of 90.4 
per cent compared to 52.1 per cent for 
all brands.

Company offi cials said the hon-
our further  highlights  the   company’s   
commitment   to   quality,   dealer sup-
port  , and   customer   care.

“We actually fi nished fi rst out of ev-
ery single RV manufacturer in North 
America ... so for us to fi nish fi rst is 
quite exciting,” said territory sales 
manager Dean Corrigal.

“It comes from the dealers, and some 
of them aren’t even our dealers,” he 
noted. “So they may not even neces-
sarily sell Leisure Travel Vans but they 
are impressed with the product.”

He said the company’s excellence in 
quality and service all starts with its 
employees.

 LEISURE TRAVEL VANS PHOTO
Triple E RV and Leisure Travel Vans in Winkler won a prestigious indus-
try award for the ninth year in a row this fall.

“It’s our people. It’s the people who 
build our motor homes,” said Corri-
gal. “We really have to give them all 
the credit ... they build a great prod-
uct, and it’s a great area here.”

“We ‘re honoured   to   receive   the DSI 
award once again and thank our in-
credible group of dealers for continu-
ing to place their trust in our brand,” 
general manager Ryan   Elias added in 
a post on the company’s website.     

“Providing a fi rst-class customer 
experience   is   a   truly   a   team   effort.   
We   have an   incredible   team here  in   
Winkler   that   go above and beyond to 
support   our   dealer   network and cus-
tomers.   A   huge   thanks   to   all   of our   
dealers, employees, suppliers and 
customers  for   their   ongoing   commit-
ment   to   Triple   E RV and Leisure Travel 
Vans.”

 >  EXEMPTIONS, 
FROM PG. 12

“For example, the smallpox 
vaccine contained more anti-
gens than all of the vaccines in 
Manitoba’s vaccine schedule 
combined. So a reaction to the 
smallpox vaccine would not put 
someone at high risk of hav-
ing a reaction to the COVID-19 
vaccine. Hospitalization on the 
other hand would be a high 
risk setting to have exposures 
to multiple chemicals in an en-
vironment that is not controlled 
by the patient. 

“We know that people want 
the best for themselves and 
their health,” the statement con-
cluded. “We know that the vac-
cine makes people worried, and 
there is a lot of misinformation 
out there making it scarier. But 
the evidence is clear and the 
experts agree that for almost 
everyone, the vaccine is very 
clearly benefi cial and therefore 
recommended.”

FLEXIBILITY NEEDED
Peters still strongly feels more 

fl exibility is needed as society 
attempts to move on into a post-
pandemic world.

“[The vaccine] may be a hun-
dred per cent safe for more than 
half of the population, [but] it 
isn’t safe for everyone and we 
can’t design a medicine for each 
and every individual,” she said. 

“I am not on either side of this 
polarity. I’m not an anti-vaxxer 
nor a fan of western medicine,” 
stressed Peters. “I’m wearing a 
mask, I’m distancing ... certain-
ly I’m respecting other people’s 
concerns. I’m keeping my bub-
ble, and that’s diffi cult now be-
cause one of my two main bub-
ble partners is fully vaccinated.

“Each and every human be-
ing, regardless of status, is a 
potential carrier and also is a 
potential person to catch the 
virus. This has now been estab-
lished,” she said. “Also what is 
not a black and white picture 
is that throughout all of this ... 
regardless of how long it lasts ... 
we cannot live as a species in a 
world where western medicine 
based on drugs gets a hundred 
per cent marks through all of 
this and traditional, natural, 
and complementary medicines 
get a zero grade.”
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Designed with quality materials 
and elegant touches, our 

products boast unmatched 
longevity, performance, and are 
customizable to every unique 

lifestyle. Perfect for your 
home or commercial space.

For more information or 
to request a quote, 

contact us at:

1-800-249-1216
or visit us at 

www.accesswd.ca
565 Cargill Road, 

Winkler, MB

Beginning of the end
Workers began dismantling the Winkler water tower on Park St. last 
week, taking down the walkway and other external pieces ahead 
of the fi nal drop. The original plan had been for the tower to come 
down on Monday or Tuesday, but windy weather had, at press time, 
forced a delay until Wednesday morning. Residents can tune in to the 
demolition process on the City of Winkler’s YouTube page, which has 
been showing a livestream of the tower for the past week. The tower 
has been an iconic part of the community’s skyscape for 57 years, but 
city council decided this summer to bring it down at a cost of about 
$250,000 versus the over $1 million that would be needed for struc-
tural repairs to keep it standing. The tower was decommissioned as a 
working part of the city’s water treatment process a decade ago.

PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE

Wrapping Up a Morden Christmas 
returns—in person and virtually
By Lorne Stelmach

An annual holiday season campaign 
to promote local businesses and en-
courage people to shop locally will be 
held both in-person and virtually this 
year.

Loosened restrictions has led the 
Morden and District Chamber of 
Commerce to reinstate the Wrapping 
Up A Morden Christmas evening this 
year after the pandemic in 2020 forced 
the event to just go virtual.

The latter option, though, will also 
be offered again over a four week pe-
riod following the in-person celebra-
tion set for Thursday, Nov. 18.

“So there’s the two ways to partici-
pate,” said executive director Candace 
Collins. “We thought maybe for those 
who maybe can’t make it out that eve-
ning ... there’s more than one option.

All participating businesses are be-
ing asked to do something special for 
the event, whether that be a sale, give-
away, or special promotion.

The chamber is also purchasing 
$5,000 in gift cards from the partici-
pating businesses as prizes for a pass-

port contest.
“As you shop, you can grab a pass-

port that day from any participating 
location,” explained Collins. “As you 
shop, you gather stamps and then 
drop off the passport at the end.”

The hope, as always, is that the ini-
tiative will give the Morden business 
community a welcome boost heading 
into the holiday season.

“It’s a good opportunity to get a 
head start on your Christmas shop-
ping,” said Collins. “We really want to 
promote keeping our dollars spent lo-
cally and supporting these businesses 
that have had a tough year. I think 
now, more than ever, people under-
stand the importance of supporting 
our local businesses.”

After the opening evening, the pro-
gram will continue virtually for a 
month. People are encouraged to 
post any sort of photo related to their 
shopping excursion in support of a 
local business to Facebook or Insta-
gram and tag it #shopmorden to be 
eligible for a cash reward. There will 
be a weekly draw, with another $2,000 
to be awarded throughout the month.

 VOICE FILE PHOTO VOICE FILE PHOTO



RECEIVE UP TO

$1,100 OFFHEARING TEST
COMPLIMENTARY TRY FOR 60 DAYS

RISK FREE+ +

Rechargeable Hearing Aids 
that Fit in Your Ear

*For a current list of Android and iOS compatible devices please visit https://www.signia.net/en/support/compatibility

†Full refund if hearing aids returned within the 60-day trial period. Discount offer applies to purchases made between November 1, 2021 and December 31, 2021. Discount of up to $1,100 available for purchase of select 
binaural hearing aids of specific technology while supplies last.  Other discount amounts available and depend on hearing aid purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion and is not redeemable for cash.  
Smart technology and/or Wi-Fi required for certain accessories. Not applicable on third party orders. Offer available only at participating clinics in Canada. See clinic for more details.

The Bluetooth® word mark and logos are owned by the Bluetooth SIG, Inc. and any use of such marks by WSAUD A/S is under license. Other trademarks and trade names are those of their respective owners.

Convenience of 
in-clinic and 

Telehearing Care by 
appointment only

CALL FOR AN 
APPOINTMENT 
TO SEE IF THIS 
NEW HEARING 

AID IS RIGHT 
FOR YOU

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER †

PURCHASE A PAIR OF
INSIO CHARGE&GO AX HEARING AIDS

WITH MONEY BACK GUARANTEE   

OUTSTANDING SOUND QUALITY
Revolutionary technology splits the sound of speech from surrounding 
sounds, processes them separately and recombines them to provide 
outstanding speech clarity.

World’s first custom, contactless 
rechargeable hearing aid

Easily stream your phone calls, 
music and TV audio via Bluetooth®

Android and iOS 
connectivity*

Discreetly fits in 
the ear canal Signia Insio 

Charge&Go AX

ing 
ide 

Sig
Cha

helixhearingcare.ca
866-559-4528

Now Available!

Crocus Place - 320 Main Street, Winkler, MB

Carman Active Living Centre
47 Ed Belfour Drive, Carman, MB

The Winkler Morden Voice  Thursday, November 4, 2021    15



Let 's Get Back to T hat
Winkler is a place for everyone. 
Neighborhoods are not defined by ethnic background or spiritual beliefs. 
It’s a community where everyone is welcome. 
Our strength is rooted in unity.  
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Amateur sports are the fabric 
of our communities

SPONSORED CONTENT

Community sports are builders of character and create the foundation of 
a healthy lifestyle, with leagues and arenas across the province serving as 
valuable connectors both in cities and towns. Young people benefi t greatly 
from organized sports, and after missing activity due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, community support is vital to support grassroots and amateur 
sports across Manitoba.

Manitoba hockey players and curlers are known around the world, 
recognized for their talent and ability to compete at the highest levels of their 
sports. Athletes like Jonathan Toews and Jennifer Jones, among others, have 
proudly represented our province on the national and international stage.

On behalf of its farmers, large and small, Manitoba Pork will continue to 
support athletes through amateur sports organizations like the MJHL and 
CurlManitoba to help hockey players and curlers excel in sport, foster the 
value of teamwork, and build community pride.

To learn more, visit manitobapork.com/community

Sue and Faith Bergman fueling up for the big game.

Ten Thousand Villages opens in Winkler library
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The annual Ten Thousand Villages 
pop-up store has a new home this 
holiday season.

The fair trade outlet has set up shop 
in the Winkler Centennial Library 
meeting room, starting this past Mon-
day and remaining opening until Dec. 
24.

It’s quite a change for the seasonal 
store, which has for many years been 
located in the mall, but manager Lori 

Friesen feels the library is perhaps an 
even more perfect spot for them.

“They were just so excited to have 
us here, I think they’re excited as 
we are to be here,” she said, noting 
she’s thrilled to be downtown where 
passersby might be tempted in by 
the products on display in the win-
dow and the Ten Thousand Villages 
sidewalk sign on Main St. “Last week 
while we were setting up a lady actu-
ally just walked in off the street. She 
wasn’t even heading to the library but 

she saw the windows and had to come 
in to see what was going on here ... it’s 
a great location.”

The South Central Regional Library 
has certainly welcomed them with 
open arms.

“We’re so hyped about this,” said di-
rector of library services Cathy Ching, 
noting the room would otherwise be 
sitting mainly empty this fall due to 
pandemic restrictions. 

“Look at it now,” she said, gesturing 
to the hundreds of artisan works lin-
ing the walls. “It’s a wonderful part-
nership and we’re hoping that this 
could be an ongoing thing.”

The library also brings a new fea-

ture to the store: delivery to any of its 
branches in Morden, Altona, Miami, 
or Manitou.

“If COVID closed everything down 
again, we have couriers that go back 
and forth between our locations [de-
livering library materials] so we can 
get the stuff to anybody who wants it,” 
Ching said.

Ten Thousand Villages once again 
brings with it a host of products 
sourced from artists all over the world. 
It runs the gamut from handcrafted 
kitchenware and home decor to cloth-
ing and foodstuffs.

 PHOTOS BY 
ASHLEIGH

 VIVEIROS/VOICE
From left: The 
South Central 
Regional Library’s 
Cathy Ching and 
Jess Martens with 
Lori Friesen of 
Ten Thousand 
Villages Winkler, 
which has set up 
its seasonal store 
in the Winkler 
library’s meeting 
room this year. As 
always, the pop-
up shop offers 
ethically sourced 
fair-trade prod-
ucts from artisans 
around the world.

Continued on page 19
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Miracle Treat Day at Dairy Queen
Christine Wiebe and Jen Kauenhofen were happy to be serving up blizzards Thursday at 
the Winkler Dairy Queen as part of Miracle Treat Day. Proceeds from every blizzard pur-
chased Oct. 28 were being donated to the Children’s Hospital in Winnipeg. In Winkler, 
that translated to over $2,100 while the Morden DQ raised around $1,000. Since 1984, 
Dairy Queen has become a top contributor to the Children’s Miracle Network, with over 
$44 million raised to date in Canada alone.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE

RCMP pay raise could be 
challenging for municipalities
By Becca Myskiw

Towns and municipalities that use RCMP services are 
likely going to have some hefty increases in retroactive pay 
after a collective agreement was announced recently be-
tween the department and the federal government.

Over the six-year retroactive period between 2017 and 
2023, members under the rank of inspector will be receiv-
ing a 23.7 per cent increase in their wages.

Towns and municipalities are under contract with the 
RCMP to receive safety services. Costs for that policing are 
split depending on population size—in communities with 
a population less than 15,000 people, they pay 70 per cent 
of the increase, and in communities with more than 15,000 
people, they pay 90 per cent.

In 2015, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled RCMP mem-
bers have the right to unionize and since then municipali-
ties have been anticipating costs. The national recommen-
dation, however, was that they set aside 2.5 per cent for 
an increase annually to cover those costs, which is much 
lower than what was recently agreed to.

Now, communities will have to pay approximately a 3.95 
per cent increase, which totals nine per cent more than 
they expected. The rural governments know as much as the 
public does now too, according to Association of Manitoba 
Municipalities (AMM) president Kam Blight.

He said towns and municipalities were left out of the ne-
gotiation process completely, meaning the decision was 
strictly between the federal government and the National 
Police Federation.

“Unfortunately, municipalities are upset,” he said. “We 
were told to set aside a lower amount of dollars annually; 
we’re now seeing these large increases in salary — and 
we’re not against that — we’re just against how this is be-
ing thrown onto our laps. There’s going to be a great in-
crease in costs to municipalities but no enhancement in 
services.”

It’s still unknown iff 23.7 per cent is the fi nal number, 
what the fi nal bill will be, and when municipalities are ex-
pected to pay it. In other words, they’re hanging in limbo.

Blight said AMM is keeping a close eye on this and lob-
bying for anyone and everyone, especially MPs, to bring 
forward their concerns to the Government of Canada. He 
said municipalities cannot afford this, so they’re asking the 
federal government to absorb these retroactive costs.

“If it’s left to municipalities, there will quite possibly be 
an increase in taxes to residents and cuts to services,” he 
said. “Municipalities only have one way of generating rev-
enue and that’s through taxation.”
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Pick one of the following themes and tell us your best story:
1.  You hear a scratching noise at the back door and open it to find … a baby 

reindeer just learning how to fly! What happens next?
2. Tell us a story written from the point of view of a Christmas tree ornament.
3.  Describe your perfect winter day. What’s the weather like? What activities 

would you and your family do?
4.  The Three Wise Men have their gifts all picked out for baby Jesus. If you were 

there, what gift would you bring?

We have TWO grand prizes up for grabs!
One K-4 and one Gr. 5-8 student will each win a free movie party at the 

local theatre for them and five friends, complete with snacks.*
Please include your first and last name, age/grade, town, 

and full contact information on your entry.
Stories should be no longer than 700 words in length.

Send your story to: christmasstories@winklermordenvoice.ca
DEADLINE: Friday, Dec. 3, 2021

*Due to the pandemic, this year’s prizes will be handed out as gift cards 
for the value of a movie party.

Attention 
Kids…

What’s  What’s                                ChristmasChristmas  story?  story?  

Winkler Arts & Culture prez has big dreams for the future
By Ashleigh Viveiros

If there was one familiar face behind 

the push to get the Winkler Arts and 
Culture Centre built, it was Ray Derk-
sen.

He was there at the beginning 15 
years ago when a group of Winkler 
artists started holding public exhi-
bitions wherever they could fi nd a 
space—at the curling club, City Hall, 
even Derksen’s own workshop in the 
middle of a blizzard.

And he was there when Winkler’s 
fi rst gallery fi nally opened its doors in 
the former water treatment plant on 
Park St. in 2016 after years of dream-
ing, planning, and fundraising.

Now, as Winkler Arts and Culture 
(WAC) prepares to mark its 10th an-
niversary in 2022, Derksen is back as 
president of its board of directors.

And he still has big dreams for the 
facility’s future.

“Part of my job now is to make this so 
that people want this,” he says during 
an interview at the gallery last month, 
surrounded by art from the Central 
Region Juried Art Exhibition.

But when he says “this” he’s not just 
talking about a place to view and ap-
preciate art.

“This town has always been a sports 
town, but I know for a fact with the 
diversity that’s moved in this cultural 
centre is more of a need than ever be-
fore,” Derksen says, stressing that the 
culture part of the facility’s name was 
always meant to be as important as 
the art side of things.

“We saw through COVID how much 
hate is in the world and we need to 
eliminate that with these kind of cen-
tres,” he says, envisioning a space 
where people of all backgrounds 
and viewpoints can come together to 
break bread, overcome their differ-
ences, and broaden their minds.

“Art, I always say, is just a by-prod-
uct of what this facility is supposed to 
be. We’re not here to develop artists, 
we’re here to work on opening peo-
ple’s minds ... making the community 
more well-rounded.”

One part of that is broadening the 
very defi nition of what is art.

“When you say the word art ... peo-
ple always stop at paint, draw, sculpt,” 
Derksen says. “But it goes far beyond 
that.”

Anyone who engages in the act of 
creation—be it through traditional 
artwork, music, the written word, or 
even more utilitarian projects and 
hobbies—are artists. 

“The person that designed this fold-
ing table is an artist. The person that 

designed the lighting system, that’s 
an artist,” Derksen insists. “The whole 
idea of this place was erasing the lines 
... encompassing all art and all artists.”

BECOMING SUSTAINABLE
Getting the Winkler Arts and Cul-

ture Centre up and running was a 
monumental task on its own, but it 
has been eclipsed in recent years by 
trying to fi gure out how to keep the 
doors open and make the facility 
more fi nancial viable.

The pandemic certainly hasn’t done 
them any favours on that front.

“COVID killed it,” Derksen says of 
any momentum the gallery may have 
fi nally had after getting through its 
fi rst few years of operation. “We’ve 
had two years now that we haven’t 
been able to do any proper fundrais-
ers.”

No money coming in from events 
(regular admission to the gallery’s ex-
hibitions is free) makes it diffi cult to 
plan for the future—a future Derksen 
very much believes needs to include 
fi nally tackling what was always billed 
as phase two of the project: transform-
ing the currently closed rear room of 
the building into a second exhibition 
space, complete with a prep kitchen.

“With just one room we’re limited 
to making money in this one room,” 
he says. But with two? And a kitchen? 
“Then we could actually have true 
rentals and fundraisers within this 
building ... we’d get the full gamut. 
Two different functions on either side, 
you can have a rental and still have a 
gallery open.”

And while the iconic Winkler water 
tower behind the gallery is coming 
down this very week, Derksen notes 

Ray Derksen has returned Ray Derksen has returned 
as Winkler Arts and Cul-as Winkler Arts and Cul-
ture’s board president, ture’s board president, 
and he’s eager to hit the and he’s eager to hit the 
ground running.ground running.
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“THIS SHOULD BE THE 
TRUE HEARTBEAT 
OF THE COMMUNITY 
WHEN WE’RE TALKING 
ABOUT THE CULTURAL 
END OF THINGS.”

arts&culture

Continued on page 21
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they still have big plans for the space it 
sits on: a plaza area where tents could be 
set up for events, a stage space, sculpture 
garden.

All this was part of WAC’s original vision 
for the property, and Derksen is confi dent 
he will see it happen one day.

“I’ll say the only reason I took on this po-
sition again is because I am an optimist,” 
he says, sharing his vision of the facility 
as a place where people come together for 
grand galas, vintage movie nights, song-
writing workshops, poetry readings, mu-
sic lessons, and, of course, art shows and 
workshops. “The potential is there.”

He’s looking for some people with pas-
sion and vision to turn that potential into 
reality. The WAC board currently has just 
four members; they need at least three 
more, including someone eager to take a 
lead in events planning.

“The gear is in, the clutch is ready to be 
released,” Derksen says. When the pan-
demic is over, they want to hit the ground 
running. 

“I want this to be a positive place. The 
strive is to get back to the living building 
... this should be the true heartbeat of the 
community when we’re talking about the 
cultural end of things”

Bergen Bergen 
sworn insworn in

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Portage-Lisgar Member of Parliament and Conservative 
Deputy Leader Candice Bergen, shown here with the dep-
uty clerk, got sworn in on Monday for her fi fth term in of-
fi ce. “From my fi rst swearing-in to the House of Commons 
in 2008 until today, my focus has been to be a strong, re-
lentless and courageous voice for the people of Portage-
Lisgar,” Bergen said.”That continues to be my commitment 
and my pledge today to the people who elected me.”

Morden Minor Hockey wrap on new zamboni
By Lorne Stelmach

When the kids are set to take to the 
ice now at the Access Event Centre, 
there will be something extra to per-
haps get them a little fi red up for their 
hockey games.

Along with having the main Huron 
Window Arena in use again with the 
completion of renovations, there is 
also a new zamboni that is displaying 
the team logo and colours.

The Morden Minor Hockey Associa-
tion contributed funds for the wrap 
on the new zamboni as part of a fi ve 
year agreement, and president Steve 
Mullin said it’s a real point of pride 
for the players.  

“We thought it would be good to get 
our logo out there more,” he said. “And 
the fact that the zamboni driving out 
there is going to have our logo on it 
is something the kids will be excited 
about, and it’s something that we’re 
happy to support because the city has 
been very good to us ... we eat up a lot 
of the ice time here on a nightly basis, 
especially during the weeks and on 
the weekends.

“We’re seeing our numbers increase, 
and the kids can be proud of minor 
hockey and enjoy coming to play mi-

nor hockey.”
“When purchasing a new zamboni, 

it provided an opportunity to work 
with an organization on designing 
a new wrap. Morden Minor Hockey 
seemed like a great fi t,” said Clare 
Agnew, director of community servic-
es for the City of Morden. “The zam-
boni receives a lot of attention from 

the young fans, and I think the Hawks 
logo will help to instill pride with the 
players and families. 

“As one of the facilities main ice us-
ers, it is a great opportunity for them 
to give back and show their support in 
a entertaining way, so the city appre-
ciates their support.”

Meanwhile, the Huron Window Are-

na was now also getting back into op-
eration after having received an over-
haul that included replacing the brine 
line system and the surface as well as 
new boards and glass as well.

“I think it is exciting for us. It’s nice 
to have it all fi xed up,” said Agnew.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Morden Minor Hockey has sponsored a wrap for the Access Event Centre’s new zamboni machine.

The bedrock of the non-profi t social en-
terprise is fair trade—ensuring artisans 
receive a fair wage for their work.

It’s a real passion for Friesen and the 
reason why she and the store’s volunteers 
work so hard to get it up and running ev-
ery year.

“Knowing that there’s families out there 
that can’t make it without someone buy-
ing their products and giving them a price 
that allows them to afford to send their 
kids to school and pay medical bills and 
put a roof over their heads,” she said. “For 
me, that’s the big thing: giving people an 

option  to buy something where the per-
son you’re buying for is happy for the gift 
but the person who actually made it is di-
rectly benefi ting as well.”

The store is open starting at 10 a.m. daily 
Mondays to Saturdays, with evening hours 
to 8 p.m Tuesdays and Thursdays.

If you can’t make it to the store in person 
but have a gift you have your eye on, you 
can connect with Ten Thousand Villages 
Winkler on Facebook (@villageswinkler) 
or by calling 204-542-0770 to arrange for 
payment and delivery to your local SCRL 
branch.

 >  VILLAGES, FROM PG. 18

 >  WINKLER ARTS AND CULTURE, FROM PG. 19
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Flyers fall 
to Blues
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winnipeg Blues successfully 
froze out the Winkler Flyers in two 
games over the weekend.

The Blues handed Winkler their fi rst 
loss in weeks Friday night in Winni-
peg.

The home team were up 2-0 after 20 
minutes—a lead that held through a 
scoreless middle frame.

Winkler fi nally got on the board 
thanks to a goal from Brody Beauche-
min, who chipped one in off an assist 
from Nolan Henderson on the power 
play, but Winnipeg got that one back 
and one more on top of it to take the 
game 4-1.

Dylan Meilun was in net for the loss, 
making 34 saves as Winnipeg outshot 
Winkler 38-30.

Saturday night’s game in Winkler 
proved to be a much closer battle, 
with the Flyers this time getting the 
edge in shots 33-21.

Nicholas McKee and Justin Svenson 
scored in the fi rst to tie the game at 
2-2. 

Winnipeg pulled ahead by one early 
in the second, but Trent Sambrook 
closed that gap to send the game into 
the fi nal period tied at three.

There, the Blues managed to break 
the deadlock six minutes in and then 
keep the Flyers at bay through to the 
end to win the night 4-3.

Malachi Klassen was between the 
posts for Winkler, making 17 saves.

The Flyers remain in third place in 
the MJHL’s East Division with a re-
cord of 8-5-0-1 and 17 points. Nipping 
at their heels are the Selkirk Steelers 

in fourth place. They trail the Stein-
bach Pistons in fi rst and the Blues in 
second by seven and fi ve points, re-
spectively.

This weekend Winkler gets another 
crack at the Blues, with a home game 
Friday and an away match Saturday.

sports&recreationorts
INSIDE  >  OUTSIDE >  UPSIDE DOWN

 PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
Winnipeg Blues goalie Dawson Green closes his eyes and misses seeing Flyer Justin Svenson’s shot hit 
the goal post in Saturday’s game in Winkler. The Blues got the win 4-3, following up on a 4-1 win from the 
night before.

Rocky start for Bombers as they fall to Carman 11-1
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The 2021-2022 hockey season cer-
tainly got off to a rough start for the 
SEMHL’s Morden Bombers last week-
end.

The team travelled to Carman Sat-
urday for their season opener, and 

returned home with an 11-1 loss for 
their record.

Morden’s lone goal came from team 
captain Tyler Peers six minutes into 
the second period. Carman, mean-
while, scored fi ve unanswered goals 
in the fi rst, two in the second, and four 
more in the third period.

Reed Peters and Ted Lea split net-
minding duties for the Bombers, Pe-
ters making 26 saves and giving up 
seven goals in his 40 minutes, while 
Lea made nine saves off 13 shots in his 
20 minutes between the posts.

Morden next goes up against the 
Winkler Royals this Saturday at 7:30 

p.m. in Winkler. The Royals also post-
ed a loss in their fi rst outing of the 
season last month, falling to Notre 
Dame 9-3. 

Winkler is also scheduled to host 
Portage on Wednesday.

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888News or sports tip?
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Hawks fall to Thrashers, 
split games with Northstars
By Lorne Stelmach

It was a week of mixed results for the 
male U18 Pembina Valley Hawks.

The Hawks played well but came up 
just short in a 3-2 loss to the Winnipeg 
Thrashers last Wednesday in Morden.

The weekend then brought the Nor-
man Northstars to Morden for a dou-
bleheader. The fi rst game Friday was a 
9-0 romp for the Hawks, but Norman 
turned things around with a 4-2 vic-
tory Saturday afternoon.

That leaves Pembina Valley in ninth 
place in the 13 team league with a re-
cord of 4-6-2 for 10 points.

The Hawks fell behind 3-1 after one 
period against the Thrashers and 
could only get within one goal with a 
second period marker.

It was a well-fought battle, with 
Pembina Valley holding a 29-24 edge 
in shots on goal. Cameron Parr and 

Liam Goertzen scored for the Hawks, 
while Bryson Yaschyshyn took the loss 
in net with 21 saves.

The Hawks pumped in four fi rst pe-
riod goals Friday then ran away with 
it by fi ring in fi ve more unanswered 
goals in the fi nal frame.

Carter Sotheran had a hat trick and a 
four point night while Parr had a goal 
and three points.

Griffi n Ayotte, Kam Thomas, Sebas-
tian Hicks, Logan Fillion, and Keston 
Worley also scored for Pembina Valley 
while Raiden LeGall got the 39 save 
shutout with the shots 41-39 in favour 
of the Hawks.

Things turned out differently on 
Saturday. Even though the Hawks 
outshot the Northstars 53-35, Norman 
took period leads of 1-0 and 3-1.

Worley and Marek Miller scored for 
the Hawks. Yaschyshyn took the loss 
in goal with 31 saves.

The Hawks continue their homes-
tand this weekend as they welcome 
the Kenora Thistles to Morden for a 

doubleheader Saturday evening and 
Sunday afternoon.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
The Pembina Valley Hawks came close but ultimately lost their match 
against the visiting Winnipeg Thrashers 3-2 last week Wednesday. The 
team went on to split a pair of games against the Norman Northstars.

Female Pembina Valley Hawks on a win streak
the strength of 30 saves.

The Hawks head west this weekend 
for an exhibition game Sunday against 

Pilot Mound Prep and then return to 
league play the following weekend 
against Central Plains in Portage Nov. 

13 and Yellowhead in Morden Nov. 14.

By Ashleigh Viveiros

It was a winning weekend for the 
Pembina Valley Twisters.

The MMJHL team came out ahead 
by one over the St. Boniface Riels and 
then trounced the River East Royal 
Knights.

Friday night’s game against the Ri-
els saw the hosting Twisters outshoot 
their visitors 47-33.

Caelan Russell had a hat trick while 

Riley Goertzen contributed a single in 
the 4-3 win for the Pembina Valley. Lo-
gan Enns made 33 saves in net.

Russell added a couple more goals 
to his record two nights later against 
the Knights, joined this time by goals 
from Merek Degraeve, Jackson Wil-
son, Jordan Keck, and TJ Mateszewski 
as the Twisters won the night 7-4.

In  net this time for the Twisters was 
Martin Gagnon, who made 32 saves 
out of 35 shots. Meanwhile, his team-

mates fi red 45 the other way.
With that, the Twisters have im-

proved their record to 10-1 for 20 
points, putting them at the top of the 
standings with the Transcona Railer 
Express, who also have 20 points.

Not far behind are the St. James Ca-
nucks in third place with 18 points.

The Twisters kick off November with 
a game in Stonewall against the Jets 
Friday and in Winnipeg against the 
Fort Garry Fort Rouge Twins Sunday.

Twisters keep the victories comingBy Lorne Stelmach

The female U18 Pembina Valley 
Hawks are riding a three game win-
ning streak after a pair of victories this 
past weekend.

The Hawks came up with solid ef-
forts in a 4-1 win over the Westman 
Wildcats Saturday and a 4-2 victory 
against the Eastman Selects Sunday.

It boosted their record above .500 to 
6-4-0 for 12 points and keeps them in 
the thick of the battle among the top 
four spots in the standings.

On Saturday, the Hawks held period 
leads of 1-0 and 3-1 against Westman. 
They were backstopped by netminder 
Kaylee Franz, who stopped 37 of 38 
shots on goal.

Scoring for Pembina Valley were Ab-
bey Bourdeaud’hui, Gracie Carels, 
Quinn McLaren and Mya Pearce, 
while Annika Braun chipped in with 
a pair of assists.

The Hawks then broke open a game 
against the Selects that remained tied 
1-1 until the third period when they 
scored three more to seal the victory.

Abbey Bourdeaud’hui capped off a 
good weekend with a hat trick while 
the other goal came in from Marissa 
Fehr. Tria Enns got the win in goal on 

Do you have a suggestion 
for our news team?

Is there someone you would like to 
see recognized in the newspaper 

for their accomplishments 
- athletic, academic 

or community service.

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

What’s                 story?  

Call 204-325-6888

Wins against 
Wildcats, Selects



24   The Winkler Morden Voice  Thursday, November 4, 2021

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

What’s                 story?  

We want to hear from you. 
The Winkler Morden Voice connects people 
through stories to build stronger communities.

Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be 
recognized by a local organization for volunteer service? 

A teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown 
hero? A sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or 

expansion? A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?
 A young entrepreneur starting out?

Please share your story ideas at 
news@winklermordenvoice.ca Phone 204-332-3456

Local curler shines on Manitoba junior tour
By Lorne Stelmach

A team featuring Reece Hamm of 
Winkler playing third is making its 
presence felt on the Manitoba Junior 
Curling Tour this season.

The foursome skipped by Jordan 
McDonald of Winnipeg with Elias 

Huminicki of Winnipeg Beach at 
second and Wininpegger Alexandre 
Fontaine as lead has won two recent 
events on the tour.

Given how competitive curling is 
in the province, it is quite an accom-
plishment to be having success early 
on in such a tough fi eld.

“If you’re able to come out of Mani-
toba, it really says something about 
that team,” Hamm said last week.

“We are doing pretty good so far 
... we thought we had a pretty good 
chance at these events, and we just 
went into them very positive and just 
came out with a good outcome.”

The most recent victory came at the 
Heather MJCT champi-
onship.  Twelve teams 
from Manitoba, On-
tario and North Dakota 
competed, and Team 
McDonald bested Team 
Jace Freeman in the fi -
nal 8-4.

The weekend before, 
the team went 5-0 at the 
Stonewall Curling Club 
to win another MJCT 
championship.

Everything has just 
clicked for the four-
some, which only came together in 
the past year.

“We sort of made the team right 
when COVID sort of hit hard and can-
celled all the curling last year,” noted 
Hamm.

All came to the group with good ex-
perience on the ice, though.

“We spent quite a few years play-
ing against each other and know each 
other pretty well ... you make friends 

that way,” Hamm said.
“I think we had just one or two prac-

tices before our fi rst event, and it was 
all very good,” he said. “The commu-
nication has been very good, and in 
curling, that is such a huge thing ... we 
have just really gelled together well.

“It feels so good to be back on the 
ice,” added Hamm. “The events have 

been sort of limit-
ed in terms of the 
amount of specta-
tors you can have 
and that sort of 
thing, so it’s not 
quite the same, 
but just to be back 
at it feels pretty 
good.”

And they have 
high hopes now 
for the potential to 
advance this sea-
son.

“I think we have really high hopes 
for the provincials and then hopefully 
for nationals,” said Hamm. 

Their next big event is at this week-
end’s world junior qualifi er event.  The 
team that wins will move on to com-
pete in Saskatoon mid-November for 
a modifi ed national event. The winner 
of that will be able to compete in the 
world junior curling championships 
in Sweden next March.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Jordan McDonald, Elias Huminicki, Alexandre Fontain, and Winklerite 
Reece Hamm have been fi nding success on the Manitoba Junior Curl-
ing circuit this season.

The RCMP is warning the public after two recent frauds
Submitted

Two people have been defrauded of over $34,000.00 re-
cently in southwestern Manitoba.

In one instance, a victim received a telephone call from 
a person claiming to work for the Canada Border Servic-
es Agency. The caller advised that they had intercepted a 

package addressed to the victim. They claimed 
the package contained drugs, money and fraud-
ulent documents. The victim had recently placed 
some Amazon orders and was awaiting their de-
livery, which made it believable and concerning. 
Additional calls were then made to the victim 
from someone impersonating a police offi cer, 
and another call from someone from the Can-
ada Revenue Agency. The victim was advised 
to send monetary payments to settle the issue, 
which the victim did. In the days following, the 
victim continued to receive phone calls request-
ing more money and realized it was a scam and 
reported it to police.

In the second instance, a victim received a tele-
phone call from someone impersonating a po-
lice offi cer, claiming that a family member of the 
victim had been involved in a collision and was 
now at a police station. The caller requested that 
the victim send money in order for the family 
member to be released from police custody. Af-
ter the money was sent, the victim followed up 
with another family member and realized it was 
a scam and called police.

No police agency or other government agency 
will request you send monetary payments to 
them by way of mail, wire transfers, cryptocur-

rency or QR codes. This is a scam, and the call-
ers usually use pressure tactics and threaten the 
victim if they don’t pay forthwith.

 Here are some tips on how to avoid falling vic-
tim to a scam:

• No information should ever be given to a per-
son over the phone until you are satisfi ed they 
are who they say they are. Look up the phone 
number to the police agency/government agen-
cy they say they are calling from and confi rm it 
by calling there yourself.

• A real police offi cer would not ask to have 
money sent on behalf of your relative/friend.

• Ask for help from a member of your family 
or a trustworthy friend if you are unsure about a 
call or request received requiring payment.

• Verify identities or whereabouts of the caller.
• Don’t feel pressured and do not send money 

before doing your own investigation.
• Don’t disclose personal fi nancial informa-

tion.
If you receive suspicious calls requesting mon-

ey, hang up and report it to the Canadian Anti-
Fraud Centre at 1-888-495-8501 or through their 
online reporting tool. If you have been a victim 
of fraud and have lost money, report it to your 
local police.

“WE HAVE REALLY 
HIGH HOPES FOR THE 
PROVINCIALS AND 
THEN HOPEFULLY 
FOR NATIONALS.”
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PUZZLE NO. 524

ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 524

Copyright © 2010, Penny Press

ACROSS
1. Steeple part
6. Pouchlike part
9. Venetian ruler
13. Anglers' boots
15. Purplish shade
17. Poet Pound
18. Glacial cover
19. Embarrass
20. Sow's mate
21. Fuel for KITT
22. Hat
24. Mulligan ____
26. Zip
27. Allied by nature
29. Theft
31. Enchant
34. Iron, e.g.
35. Manners
36. Desert retreat
38. Dress for Caesar
41. Militarize
42. Ape
44. Place of worship
46. Equestrian's leash

48. Dizziness
50. Mexican

food item
51. Reason
53. Buzzing insect
55. Roll
56. Gauzy fabric
57. Moonlike
58. Untrue
60. Circle around
62. Aquatic mammal
64. Rapid ____
67. Skirt panel
68. Bad actor
69. Straightforward
71. "The ____ is

mightier . . ."
72. Poorly lit
75. Of the ear
77. Cleanse
79. Convert to

a cryptogram
82. Go up
83. Dinghy support
84. Muss

85. Farr's feature
86. Lease
87. Attack

DOWN
1. Gulp
2. Tropical rodent
3. Roman date
4. Family room
5. Gay Nineties, e.g.
6. Bro or sis
7. Cry of dismay
8. Large dwellings
9. Society gal
10. Atmosphere

layer
11. Wheat, for one
12. Ahead of

schedule
14. Tear apart
15. Tyke
16. Bamboozle
23. Revenue
25. Ire

27. Overpowering
respect

28. "____ of the
Spider Woman"

30. Influence
31. Northern
32. Weasel
33. Barbers' trim
34. Newsreel maker
35. "Eyes of Laura

____"
37. Soft fabric
39. Pin-up girl
40. Blame
43. College vine
44. Adult scrod
45. Whetstone
47. Sheer curtain

fabric
49. Mechanic's milieu
52. Body

54. Yonder
57. Exact
59. Grabbed a bite
61. Having two feet
63. Work for nine
64. Rose spike
65. Percentage
66. Not right
70. Cathedral part
71. "____ Sematary"
72. Makeshift bed
73. Loiter
74. Run into
76. Bee chaser
78. Use a bench
80. Head
81. Prompter's

offering

 3. Warship prison
 4. Tropical American tree
 5. Alias
 6. Normal or sound powers of mind
 7. English county
 8. Not compatible with
 9. Female deer
10. Not late
11. La __ Tar Pits, Hollywood
12. “Jupiter’s Legacy” actress Leslie
13. Impudence
21. Advises
23. Founder of Babism
25. A baglike structure in a plant or 

animal
26. Male parent
27. A type of plug
28. Capital of Vietnam
29. Fungal disease
32. Shelter
33. Finished
34. Excrete
36. Unhappy

37. Partner to cheese
38. Coffee receptacle
40. Spend time dully
41. Makes full
43. Snakelike fi sh
44. Take in solid food
46. __ student, learns healing
47. A way to take away
49. Impart a lesson to
50. “Transformers” actress Fox
51. Spiritual leader
52. Every one of two or more things
53. Indian city
54. 17th stars
57. Weapon
58. Amounts of time
59. Isodor __, American Nobel 

physicist
61. Soviet Socialist Republic
62. Witness

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Nuclear undersea weapon
 5. President of Syria al-__
10. Partner to fl ows
14. “Snow” in Welsh
15. Famed Mexican painter
16. Song
17. ticks outward from the crown
18. Doddering
19. Resist authority (slang)
20. Antsy
22. Wrath
23. Spills the beans
24. Past
27. The woman
30. One has 24 hours
31. Talk
32. It can sting
35. Astronomy unit
37. Halfway
38. Chinese dynasty
39. Australian river
40. Software to transfer audio (abbr.)
41. Fabric
42. Crucifi x
43. Defunct European economic 

group
44. “Hotel California” rockers
45. Michael Knight’s car
46. Actress Ryan
47. A digital tape recording of sound
48. Insecticide
49. Scientifi c instrument
52. Golden-__ corn
55. Israeli city __ Aviv
56. Sword
60. Ottoman military title
61. Aromatic plants
63. Cold wind
64. Large, semiaquatic reptile (slang)
65. Political unit
66. Indiscreetly reveal secrets
67. Comfort food dish
68. Actress Zellweger
69. Romanian city

CLUES DOWN
 1. One point east of southeast
 2. Italian monetary unit

take a break
> GAMES

Sudoku Answer
Crossword Answer

PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
The Westside Community Church hall was packed Saturday afternoon for the 
Halloween Spooktacular hosted by the City of Morden. Families came in cos-
tumes (with prizes awarded for the best) and everyone got to enjoy cider and 
apple fritters while taking part in activities that included pumpkin carving, a 
craft corner, and a Halloween dance.

Spooky funSpooky fun
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> MEAL IDEAS> MEAL IDEAS
get inspired

Prep time: 20 minutes
Cook time: 10 minutes
Servings: 6 
1pound prepared pizza dough
fl our 
2 1/2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
2 cups halved green, red and black Cal-

ifornia grapes

Yield: 24 pieces
3 cloves garlic, minced
1/2 cup extra-virgin olive oil
1/4 teaspoon salt
1 French bread baguette
8 ounces smoked chicken breast (1 

3/4 cups), shredded or cut into bite-size 
strips

1 1/2 cups red, green or black seedless 
California grapes, halved

12 ounces fontina, port salute or Mon-
terey Jack cheese, grated

1 tablespoon chives, snipped
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pep-

per
Preheat broiler to 550 F.
In small bowl, combine garlic, olive oil 

and salt. Set aside. Slice baguette on bias 
into 1/2-inch thick slices. Brush baguette 

Prep time: 5 minutes, plus cooling
Cook time: 20 minutes
Servings: 6

4 cups black or red California grapes
3 tablespoons granulated sugar
2 strips fresh lemon peel
1/4 teaspoon sea salt
2/3 cup water
1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice
1 tablespoon cornstarch 
1/2 teaspoon unsalted butter
1 teaspoon high-quality balsamic vin-

2 tablespoons fresh thyme leaves
1/4 cup coarsely chopped walnuts
2 ounces fresh goat cheese, crumbled
2 tablespoons freshly grated Parmesan 

cheese
freshly ground pepper, to taste
Position rack in bottom of oven and 

place inverted baking sheet on top of 
rack; heat oven to 500 F.

On lightly fl oured surface, press pizza 
dough into 10-inch round circle and cov-
er with towel while preparing toppings.

Sprinkle large baking sheet lightly 
with fl our. Stretch pizza dough into 
oval, about 14-by-10 inches, and place 
on sheet. Drizzle with oil. Sprinkle with 
grapes, thyme and walnuts. Place baking 
sheet on top of sheet already in oven and 
bake until crust is bubbling and golden, 
8-10 minutes.

Remove pizza from oven. Sprinkle with 
goat cheese and Parmesan. Season with 
pepper, to taste. Transfer pizza to board, 
cut into pieces and serve warm.

slices with garlic-oil and place on cookie 
sheet. Toast in broiler about 1-2 minutes 
on each side until golden brown. Remove 
from broiler. 

On each bread slice, place about 1 ta-
blespoon chicken breast and three grape 
halves then top with 2 tablespoons grat-
ed cheese.

Place cookie sheet about 8 inches away 
from broiler and broil 2-3 minutes un-
til cheese is melted and bubbly. Place 
on serving platter and sprinkle with 
snipped chives and pepper.

egar (optional)
In bowl of food processor, fi nely chop 

grapes and sugar using one-second 
pulses. Transfer to deep, medium skillet 
or wide saucepan; stir in lemon peel, salt 
and water. Bring to boil over medium-
high heat. Cover pan with lid, reduce 
heat to medium-low and simmer 18 min-
utes until fruit is tender.

In small bowl, stir lemon juice and 
cornstarch then stir into grape mixture 
with butter; simmer 6 minutes, or until 
desired consistency. Stir in vinegar, if de-
sired. Serve warm or cool.

Cooled jam can be stored in covered 
glass jar in refrigerator up to 2 weeks.

Tricolor Grape Pizza 
with Goat Cheese 

and Thyme

Smoked Chicken and 
Grape Bruschetta

Easy Grape Compote

Expert patient here to help!
By Susie Schwartz

 Expert Patient Here to Help!
Susie Schwartz
The doctor called today. My En-

docrinologist, who specializes in 
diabetes, had some blood results to 
discuss with me. In addition, he had 
some medication suggestions. If you 
fi nd yourself in similar shoes, you 
might want to give this a try:

Negotiate. You hold power.
“Susanne, your overall cholesterol 

is good, but your LDL (the nasty 
stuff) is a bit higher than I’d like. 
Have you been on a Statin before?”

Yes, yes I have, and that little pill 
and I were not friends. 

“Okay, well, have you tried a differ-
ent family of cholesterol meds? Any-
thing like Fenofi brate?” he asked.

I hadn’t, and the reason is this: 
when they were suggested to me, I 
said I preferred not if I didn’t have 
to be on another med (I’m on a list 
of non-negotiables already), and the 
next time I got my cholesterol tested, 
it was in the normal range.

“Dr. Walker, can you tell me what 
the numbers are? (To immediately 
be put in my home medical fi le for 
future reference) and can you look 
back and tell me if this is the fi rst 
time it has come back too high re-
cently? Or has it been climbing for 
a while?”

I could hear him looking back on 
my fi le and mumbling dates to him-
self.

“Well, your LDL hasn’t been tested 
for a couple of years, but it was good 
the last time it was.”

“Okay, thank you. And is LDL 
something I might be able to bring 
down with dietary changes?”

“Yes, some people are able to. 
You’d need to cut down on animal 
fats – saturated fats like butter  - and 

switch to healthy fats like olive oil.”
My heart skipped three beats. We 

already use vegetable oils in the
frying pan and salads, but nothing 
beats butter on super-seeded GF
toast. Or on Yorkshire puddings! (Try 
it. Trust me. It’s amazing. Although, 
on second thought…not the healthi-
est advice I’ve ever given!) 

Okay. So. Which did I want more? 
Butter? Or to not be on another med.

“How about I try to get it down nat-
urally and then retest in a while, see
if there’s progress, and decide then?” 

“That’s fair,” he said. 
And that’s what doctor negotiation 

looks like. 
I don’t know yet if I will need the

med or not, but the point is, you 
don’t have to say yes to taking some-
thing you aren’t comfortable with or 
without further discussion. You re-
ally do hold the power.

Bye bye, yorkies! (And…cue tears.)
Less health stress, yes?
A published author and musi-

cian, Susie currently lives in the UK.
Find her on FB @medicalmissstress, 
Instagram @susie.suschwa, and 
lesshealthstress.com 

Susie Schwartz

Do you have a Health or Wellness Business?
Call 204 467-5836 to advertise



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery and 
autos. NO ITEM TOO 
LARGE! Best prices 
paid, cash in hand. 
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

Do you own rental 
property in Winnipeg? 
Are you tired of dealing 
with long term renters 
and the mess they can 
leave? We can provide 
you with a different op-
tion to earn a rental 
income. Pawluk Realty 
204-890-8141.

MISCELLANEOUS
Indoor Tower Garden 
for sale. Easily grow 
greens and herbs in-
doors. Includes 2 brand 
new sets LED grow 
lights, starter seeds, 
germination trays, rock 
wool, vermiculite and 
pots. Brand new water 
pump and timer, and 
2 full sets of mineral 
blend plant food. $500. 
Pick up in Selkirk, Mani-
toba. Call or text 204-
485-1419.

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS 
RELEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? Having a 
fall or winter event? An 
exciting change in op-
erations? Though we 
cannot guarantee pub-
lication, MCNA will get 
the information into the 
right hands for ONLY 
$35 + GST/HST. Call 
MCNA 204-947-1691 
for more information. 
See www.mcna.com 
under the “Types of Ad-
vertising” tab for more 
details.
–––––––––––––––––
Advertise now, and 
make the most of things 
before year end! Find 
customers, make sales, 
fi nd those employees 
that you need, right 
now! GET SEEN in the 
37 Manitoba Weekly 
Newspapers and over 
352,000 + HOMES, for 
as little as $189 + GST! 
To learn more, Call us 
at 204-467-5836 or 
MCNA at 204-947-1691 
for details or to book 
ads. MCNA - Manitoba 
Community Newspa-
pers Association. www.
mcna.com

WANTED
WANTED: Collector 
paying top prices for old 
service station/general 
store advertising/deal-
ership signs. Electric 
and visible gas pumps, 
globes, oil cans, clocks, 
coke machines. Any-
thing related to Red In-
dian, White Rose, North 
Star, Buffalo, B-A, Texa-
co, Good Year, Ford, 
Dodge etc. 306-221-
5908.

HEALTH
Are you suffering from 
joint or arthritic pain? If 
so, you owe it to your-
self to try elk velvet 
antler capsules. Hun-
dreds have found relief. 
Benefi ts humans and 
pets. EVA is composed 
of proteins, amino ac-
ids, minerals, lipids and 
water. Key compounds 
that work to stimulate 
red blood cell produc-
tion & cartilage cell re-
generation & develop-
ment. Stonewood Elk 
Ranch Ltd., 204-467-
8884 or e-mail stone
woodelkranch@mymts.
net

Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

BOOK YOUR BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT

 Call 467-5836 Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

to deliver The Winkler Morden Voice to the City of Winkler 
and Morden along with surrounding communities.
We rent the truck, which is picked up in Winnipeg Tuesdays 
at 4:30 and returned Wednesday nights once delivery is   
complete.
Must be physically able to load and unload papers from the 
truck and follow directions.
Valid driver’s license a requirement.
If interested call Brett at 204-485-0010 or 
email: bigandcolourful@mymts.net

DRIVER WANTED

Deadline to apply 
is November 8.

21111gm7

DRIVER WANTED

CAREERS

CAREERS
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These are lonely 
times – Red Cross 

can help.
Sign up for weekly 

chats with the 
Friendly Calls 

program!
Call: 

1-204-583-6285
Email:

friendlycallingmb
@redcross.ca

Western School Division invites interested parties to enter into 
a snow removal contract. This will include 10 locations within 
the City limits. Proposal must include 2 skid steer loaders with 
snow buckets or box blade equivalent. Proposal must include 
list of equipment to be used and an hourly rate and verification 
of insurance. This is for a one year contract which will be              
reviewed at the end of the year with option to be extended. For 
more information please contact Allan Toews Supervisor of   
Operations at Western School Division phone (204) 822-4448 
or email at Atoews@westernsd.mb.ca Proposal will be open      
until 1:00 p.m. on Thursday November 11th, 2021

SNOW 
REMOVAL 
SERVICE 

CONTRACT

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
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Opportunity. Excitement. Teamwork. Respect.

We are recruiting individuals to join our agribusiness team of Maple 

Leaf Foods Inc. We are one of Canada’s industry-leading agribusinesses 

providing long-term value, quality, research-based products, services 

and information in an environmentally responsible manner. As a 

career-minded individuals.

Major Medical, Dental, Life Insurance, Short-Term Disability, as well 
as enrollment in the Maple Leaf Pension Plan.

Shift premiums paid for hours worked on Afternoon and Evening Shifts.

MAKE THE MOVE TO MAPLE LEAF FOODS.
DISCOVER THE MANY OPPORTUNITIES THAT AWAIT YOU.

PRODUCTION OPERATOR 
Winkler Feed Mill  

Winkler, Manitoba – Full time 
No Experience Necessary. Will Train.

POSITION RESPONSIBILITIES:
The production operator is part of an overall team which also 

includes maintenance technicians and truck drivers. The overall 

team is responsible for producing high quality animal feed in a safe 

Responsibilities include but are not limited to:

produce animal feed

targets

Team Lead or Maintenance

documentation for feed safety

PREFERRED EXPERIENCE, SKILLS, 
KNOWLEDGE AND EDUCATION:

skills

minimal supervision

considered an asset

Jaime Carlson, Human Resources Specialist

Maple Leaf Agri-Farms

E-mail: mlafjobs@mapleleaf.com

opportunities with Maple Leaf Foods however only those selected 

for an interview will be contacted. Applicants may be subject to a 

background check and must meet the security criteria designated 

for the position. Maple Leaf Foods is committed to Employment 

Equity and maintaining a diverse workforce. Job applicants with 

a disability who require reasonable accommodation for any part 

of the application or hiring process can contact our HR Team at  

mlafjobs@mapleleaf.com. Reasonable accommodations will 

be determined on a case-by-case basis and your request will be 

responded to as soon as possible. 

We thank all applicants - however, only those to be 
considered for an interview will be contacted.

FIRM 
MANAGER

The law firm of McCulloch 
Mooney Johnston Selby LLP is 

growing and accepting 
applications for full time 

Firm Manager.

Our well-established firm conducts a thriving legal practice 
with offices located in Carman, Treherne, Manitou, Morden 
and Winkler.
The successful candidate will be responsible for managing the 
day to day operations of the firm, HR and some legal secretary 
duties. Required attributes include:
- organizational skills;
- interpersonal, written and verbal communication skills;
- able to work independently and in a team environment.
We offer a competitive salary and excellent benefits. The full 
time position will be Monday to Friday, 40 hours per week, and 
the successful candidate will be able to work from any of our 
four MMJS office locations.  Some travel required.  Knowledge 
of office management is an asset.  Experience with Microsoft 
Windows, PC Law or other accounting software is preferred.
Please forward your resume to chris@mmjslaw.com or mail to 
Box 450, Treherne, MB R0G 2V0 by November 19, 2021.
Any questions can be directed Chris Bowler at 204-723-2777. 

FARM LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
Sealed, written tenders for property in the Municipality of Stanley will be 
received by:

McCULLOCH MOONEY JOHNSTON SELBY
309 Stephen Street, Morden, MB R6M 1V1

PROPERTY (owned by Arnold G. Funk and Marie Funk)
Lot 2 Plan 47949 MLTO exc Plan 49412 MLTO in N ½ 10-3-6 WPM
(120.04 acres)
There is an open gravel pit on the property
BUILDINGS
42x68 Quonset with cement floor
CONDITIONS OF TENDER
1.  Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and knowledge of  
 the property.
2.  Tenders may be placed and accepted on one or more or all of the above 
 described parcels of land.
3. Tenders must be received on or before 2:00 p.m. on November 12, 2021.
4.  A deposit cheque in the amount of $20,000.00 payable to McCulloch 
 Mooney Johnston Selby Trust, must accompany each Tender. Deposit 
 cheques accompanying unacceptable bids will be returned.
5.  Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE
1.  The bidder whose tender is accepted will be required to complete an 
 agreement covering terms and conditions of sale.
2.  In addition to the deposit, the balance of the accepted tender must be  
 paid on or before the date of closing which shall be December 15, 2021,  
 or evidence provided that the purchase funds will be available under 
 conditions acceptable to the Vendor. If the balance of the accepted tender 
 is not paid within the set time limit the deposit may be forfeited as 
 liquidated damages and not as a penalty.
3. Possession is not authorized until acceptable arrangements for full 
 payment are made following acceptance of tender.
4.  Successful bidder will be responsible for real property taxes commencing 
 January 1, 2022.
5.  The purchaser shall be responsible for payment of GST or shall self-assess 
 for GST.

For further information contact Scott W. Johnston at:
Ph: 204-822-6588
Fax: 204-822-1009

Email: scott@mmjslaw.com
Please label envelopes “Tender”

FARMLAND TENDER

DRIVER WANTED

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF STANLEY
PUBLIC NOTICE - BOARD OF REVISION

Public Notice is hereby given that the 2022 Assessment Roll for the 
Rural Municipality of Stanley has been delivered to the Municipal 
Office at 1-23111 PTH 14 and is open for public inspection during 
regular business hours. Applications for revision may be made in 
accordance with Sections 42 & 43 of The Assessment Act.

APPLICATION FOR REVISION
42(1)   A person in whose name property has been assessed, a 
 mortgagee in possession of property under Subsection 
 114(1) of The Real Property Act, an occupier of premises 
 who is required under the terms of a lease to pay the taxes 
 on the property, the authorized agent of the person, 
 mortgagee or occupier, or the assessor may make 
 application for the revision of an assessment roll with 
 respect to the following matters:
  a)  liability to taxation;
  b)  amount of an assessed value;
  c)  classification of property; or
  d)  a refusal by an assessor to amend the 
  assessment roll under Subsection 13(2).

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
43(1)  An application for revision must
 a)  be made in writing;
 b)  set out the roll number and legal description of the 
 assessable property for which a revision is sought;
 c)  set out which of the matters referred to in subsection 
 42(1) are at issue, and the grounds for each of those 
 matters; and
 d)  be filed by
       (i)  delivering it or causing it to be delivered to the 
  office indicated in the public notice given under 
  Subsection 41(2), or
       (ii)  serving it upon the secretary, 
  at least 15 days before the scheduled sitting date 
  of the board as indicated in the public notice.

The Board of Revision will sit on Thursday, December 2, 2021 at 
10:00 a.m. in the Council Chambers of the Rural Municipality of 
Stanley to hear applications.

The final date on which applications must be received by the         
Secretary of the Board is Tuesday, November 16, 2021.

Dated at Winkler, in Manitoba, this 28th day of October, 2021.
Dale Toews - Secretary
Board of Revision
Rural Municipality of Stanley
1-23111 PTH 14
Stanley MB. R6P 0B1    

PUBLIC NOTICE

Response Builder 
Advertising 
WORKS!

• GET SEEN by over 
0,000 Manitoba 

Homes!
• Create instant top of 

mind awareness
• Showcase your info,

business, product, 
job, announcements 
or event

• We format it, to 
make it look great!

• Starting at $239.00 
(includes 35 lines of 
space) 

• The ads blanket the 
province and run in 
MCNA’s  Manitoba 
community 
newspapers

• Very cost eff ective
means of getting 
your message out to 
the widest possible 
audience

Contact this newspaper 
NOW or MCNA at 
204.947.1691 or email 
classifi ed@mcna.com

www.mcna.com

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!

50, 000 BATTERIES 
IN STOCK

*Auto *Farm *Marine
*Construction *ATV 
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Phones *Computers
*Solar Systems & design
* Everything Else!

THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St., 

WPG
1-877-775-8271

www.batteryman.ca

Meyers Auctions 
Online shop tools, 

furniture, household, 
much more, 

Closes Nov 18, 2021
 

Meyers Online 
Gun Auction 

Accepting
Consignments
Closing end of 

November

Bradley Meyers 
Auctioneer

204-476-6262
 www.meyersauctions.com

Classifi eds Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - 
Call 467-5836 or Email 

ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Senior Election Official WANTED
Applications are being accepted for the position of  Senior Election Official (SEO) for the 
City of Morden.

The SEO is responsible for the overall municipal election process and must be able to 
interpret and understand all aspects of legislation pertaining to the municipal election 
process and provide consistent advice to his/her election officials and to the general public.

Duties will include:
• Appointing an assistant SEO and other election officials as required
• Establishing and maintaining the voters list
• Giving public notice of nominations
• Receiving and verifying the nominations
• Establishing and equipping the voting stations
• Giving public notice of elections
• Printing the ballots
• Overseeing all aspects of the election on Election Day and
• All other duties as established in The Municipal Councils and School Board Elections Act.

In the years when a general election is not required, the SEO will be responsible to update 
and maintain the voters list and to conduct a by-election if required.

The successful applicant must have computer experience, strong communication and 
interpersonal skills. Management and previous election experience would be considered 
an asset. Applicant must be willing to attend election training sessions.

Resumes will be accepted by the undersigned until a suitable candidate is found.
Please submit resume to one of the contact coordinates noted below.

The City of Morden wishes to thank all candidates for their interest in this position, 
however, only those individuals considered for an interview will be contacted.

Nicole Enns, City Manager
100-195 Stephen Street | Morden, MB  R6M 1V3

Email: cm@mymorden.ca 
Tel: 204-822-4434 | Fax: 204-822-6494

Direct Applications to:
* Open until filled

After 25 years of innovation & efficient design, PhiBer is
ready to move to the next stage of development.

We are looking for a team player with drive and initiative
to help take us there.  

apply by sending your 
resume to jenna@phiber.ca

Family-Focused 
Fast Growing Company

Competitive Wages
Benefits 

N O W  H I R I N G

CAREERS

CAREERS
The

Aurora Plus
1648 SqFt RTM 
3 bedrooms, ensuite, 
huge kitchen, quartz 
countertops, walk-in 

pantry, island. 9 ft walls 
and double cathedral 
ceiling. James Hardie 

Siding. 
Pictures available 

www.
wgiesbrechthomes.ca 

Taking orders for 
Spring 2022  

204-346-3231

FARM LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
Sealed tenders in writing for the purchase of the property described below will 
be received by:

McCulloch Mooney Johnston Selby Law Office
14 Main St. S., Carman MB  R0G 0J0 

PROPERTY FOR SALE (owned by Ron Bartley)
NW ¼ 8-5-4 WPM (160 acres) 
(approx. one mile west of Roland, MB)

CONDITIONS OF TENDER

1.   Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and knowledge of the property. 

2.  Tenders must be delivered to McCulloch Mooney Johnston Selby (Carman Office) 
 by 2:30 p.m., November 25, 2021.
 Please mark on front of envelope “Tender NW ¼ 8-5-4 WPM”. 

3.   Tenders must be accompanied by a $20,000.00 deposit cheque payable to 
 McCulloch Mooney Johnston Selby LLP. Deposit cheques accompanying 
 unacceptable bids will be returned.  

4. The highest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE
1. The bidder whose tender is accepted will be required to complete an Agreement cover-
ing the terms and conditions of the sale. 

2. Possession and closing date will be January 7, 2022.

3. The successful bidder will be responsible for all realty taxes following January 1, 2022 
(the adjustment date). 

4. In addition to the deposit, the balance of the accepted tender must be paid on or 
before the date of closing or evidence provided that the purchase funds will be available 
under conditions acceptable to the Vendor. If the balance of the purchase price is not 
paid by the possession date or under such acceptable conditions, the deposit paid shall 
be forfeited as liquidated damages and not as a penalty.

5. The Purchaser shall be responsible for payment of GST or shall self-assess for GST.

6. The land is not subject to a first right of refusal

For further information contact Tom Mooney at:
Ph: 1-204-745-2546

Email: tom@mmjslaw.com

DRIVER WANTED

Winkler Day Care is an infant and preschool centre with an emphasis 
on play based, emergent curriculum. We are looking for people who are willing 
to be a part of team, encouraging, supportive, hands-on and willing to col-
laberate. You don’t need to have an expert singing voice, excel at storytelling 
but you do need an open mind to encourage and inspire our next generation. 
Duties include: regular day to day tasks including developing and 
implementing programs that support and promote the physical, cognitive, 
emotional and social development of children. You must have an up to date 
child abuse check, a criminal record check and an up to date First Aid/CPR or 
acquire those in the first few weeks of your employment start date. 
We offer a company pension, Extended Health Care including dental, disability 
and life insurance and paid personal days. 

Please send your resume to Winkler Day Care 
Centre at wdcc@mymts.net attention: Ang

Winkler Day Care Centre is looking to hire a Full-time (40 hours) 
ECE II or III and a Child Care Assistant, also casual substitute positions.

EMPLOYMENT

FOR SALE

Trucks, Trailers,
Truckbeds & Tires

EBY Aluminum:

KALDECK TRUCK  
& TRAILER INC.

Hwy #1, MacGregor, MB

1-888-685-3127
www.kaldecktrailers.com

HOME OF THE  
FEHR DEAL!
SUPPLYING  

DÉCOR CABINETS 
FOR 25+ YRS

PROMPT SERVICE 
& FREE DESIGN 

USUALLY WITHIN  
24 HRS

Ph: (204) 746-2223
FEHRSCABINETS.COM
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CALL: 
204-467-5836

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Elma Janzen (nee Siemens)
1932 - 2021

Tuesday morning, October 26, 2021, Elma Janzen passed away 
peacefully at Boundary Trails Health Centre.

She is survived by her children, Ernie (Helen), Arlene (Marv) 
Giesbrecht, Carol (Reuben) Schulz, Ken (Linda); 13 grandchildren 
and their spouses; 17 great-grandchildren; her brother, Jack (Mary) 
Siemens; sister, Doreen (Wayne) Penner; brother, Harry Siemens 
and many nieces and nephews. She was predeceased by Abe, 
her husband of 60 years; her parents, Henry and Anna Siemens; 
parents-in-law, Frank and Justina Janzen; sister-in-law, Jessie 
Heide; brother-in-law, John Heide and sister-in-law, Judy Siemens.

Mom was born to Henry and Anna Siemens on July 28, 1932 in 
the district of Grosswiede. She grew up on the family farm four 

and a half miles Northeast of Plum Coulee. Mom was baptized upon the confession of her faith 
on June 5, 1949, in the Plum Coulee Bergthaler Church. She met the love of her life, Abe Janzen 
while cruising in his 1947 Coupe. They were married on June 3, 1951. God blessed their marriage 
with four children: Ernie, Arlene, Carol and Ken. Mom and Dad lived on the Janzen Family Farm 
for fi ve years before they established their own farmyard in 1957, three miles North of Plum 
Coulee. Together they enjoyed the farming way of life and the opportunities it created for family 
fun and sharing the love of the land. In 1996 they moved to the town of Plum Coulee, while their 
youngest son then made the move to the family homestead. Mom had a love for gardening, 
fl owers, dolls and crafts. She was also known for her delicious fruit pies. Mom instilled a love 
for music in the lives of her children by encouraging them to play instruments and sing at an 
early age. For ten years the family played and sang together at various churches and music 
events. Mom and Dad always enjoyed travelling. In their early years they took the family on many 
camping trips, however, as the children grew older, they transitioned to becoming snowbirds. 
Mom was a Sunday school teacher in her early years of marriage, participated in Women’s 
Sewing Circle and worked at the MCC Warehouse in Plum Coulee for many years. In the Winter 
of 2010, Mom and Dad were recognized for 20 years of voluntary service with Wycliff Bible 
Translators in Arizona. Even though she missed Dad immensely, Mom travelled on her own for 
a few years to Giroux Music Festival, Red Deere Alberta Music Festival and Winkler Bible Camp 
senior weekend events. In spite of health issues and after hip surgery, mom grew to love riding 
her scooter all over the streets of Plum Coulee. In January of 2021, mom suffered a major stroke. 
With incredible determination and hard work, she was able to recover and return to her home in 
April 2021. She was blessed to enjoy a wonderful summer with her family and friends, working 
on her yard, and scootering around town. God answered her prayers to remain in her home until 
she entered BTHC on October 5th, 2021. She suffered a series of small strokes and the Lord took 
her to her heavenly home 11:35 am on October 26. Mom had a great love for God, her church and 
community and was so grateful for all the acts of kindness shown to her within the community. 
Mom will be lovingly remembered by her family and many friends.

Memorial service was held at Harvest Christian Fellowship with family interment prior at the 
Plum Coulee Cemetery.

If friends so desire, donations may be made in Elma’s memory to Samaritan’s Purse Operation 
Christmas Child.

Walter Alfred Pokrant
May 28, 1925 - October 24, 2021

With heavy hearts we announce the peaceful passing of Wally, 
after a healthy and well-lived life, at age 96 at Prairie View Lodge, 
Pilot Mound.

Wally was active on the family farm north of Rosenfeld until he 
was 75. Always a farmer at heart, he kept up on growing conditions, 
crop prices and yields. But his adventurous spirit pulled him off the 
farm as a young man, working winter jobs in Winnipeg, Toronto 
and Vancouver. This love of travel continued his whole life. After 
his marriage to Lorraine Braun, he retired to Morden. He remained 
a devoted member at St John Lutheran Church, Rosenfeld.

He is lovingly remembered by his wife Lorraine (of 26 years); his 
four daughters Cathy (Randy Wiebe), Sharon (Les Wieler), Elaine 

(Stuart Janke) and Denise (Len Wieler); seven grandchildren: Nicholas and Matthew; Theo 
(Carlie), Alyssa (Ryan Friesen), and Tim (Catharine); Jordan (Krystelle) and Regan; and seven 
great-grandchildren: Zachary and Myles Janke; Félix, Adèle and Rémi Wieler; Quinn Janke and 
Maisie Friesen; and one sister Hedy Schmidt of Vancouver. Also survived by stepsons Stuart, 
Lindsey and Murray Braun and their families. He was predeceased by his fi rst wife of 40 years, 
Ruth; brother Harold; sisters Eleanor Sommer and Martha Wonnick.

Funeral service was on Friday, October 29, 2021 at 2:00 at St John Lutheran Church, Rosenfeld. 
Full vaccinations and masks required. Interment at Rosenfeld Cemetery following the service.

Donations may be made to Canadian Foodgrains Bank.
Wiebe Funeral Home, Altona

In care of arrangements
www.wiebefhaltona.com

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

BIRTHDAY

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY MOM
We love you!

Reporter/Photographer
Wanted

Are you a natural born storyteller with an eye for 
photography and a passion for community news?
The Selkirk Record is currently seeking a full-
time reporter and photographer to join its multi 
award-winning weekly community newspaper. 
We are looking for someone who is both 
motivated and passionate about being the 
best outlet of interesting and breaking news 
stories and event coverage in the Interlake and 
surrounding area communities. 

Qualifi cations: 
•  A post-secondary degree/diploma in journalism 

or equivalent experience in a related fi eld
•  Strong photography and writing skills with an 

interest in social media 
•  Self-starter with the ability to exercise solid 

news judgement 
 •  Ability to establish professional relationships 

to consistently source and write a wide range 
of stories and cover events in a fair, balanced 
and accurate manner

•  Able to work both independently and as a team 
on a fl exible work schedule including both 
evenings and weekends to meet our weekly 
editorial deadline

•  Experience covering council and school board 
meetings 

•  Knowledge of CP Style and about the Interlake 
and its surrounding communities would be an 
asset 

Please forward your resumé along with 
three writing and photography samples to:
Email: news@selkirkrecord.ca

Deadline to apply is Friday, November 12.

CAREERS

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS
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OBITUARY

Margaret Wood (nee) Peters
It is with great sadness, Margaret Wood, (Nee) Peters passed 

away on October 23rd, 2021 unexpectedly at Regina General 
Hospital. Margaret lived her life for her children, grandchildren, 
siblings, and the least of those among us. Margaret could be 
found at the local Tim Hortons in Portage La Prairie, spreading 
her infectious love and kindness to all she met. Despite her many 
challenges, she always gave of herself and always asked, “Is there 
anything I can do for you” whether a cup of coffee, hugs or simply 
words of encouragement to those around her. Her greatest legacy, 
her children, Tracy,

Lyall, Abe, Neil, and Gerry (Ger Ger), and her grandchildren. 
Margaret lived her faith in the most powerful way, by example. 
Heaven gained an angel, but sadly we must linger, till we meet 
again.

If you wish to donate in her memory, A Go Fund Me has been established to help with her 
unexpected expenses, and fi nal costs while in Regina.

https://gofund.me/584639e1
The family would thank you for the many messages of support and prayers through this diffi cult 

time.

OBITUARY

Nettie Wiebe (nee Giesbrecht)
1938 – 2021

Nettie Wiebe passed away peacefully early on Monday, October 
25, 2021 at Salem Home, Winkler, MB with family at her side.

She is survived by her husband, Ben Wiebe; daughter, Roberta 
(Jake); daughter-in-law, Dolores (Garry); grandsons, Nick, Marco 
(Madie); sister, Mary (Walter) Peters; brother, Abe Giesbrecht; 
sister-in-law, Mary Giesbrecht and many nieces and nephews. 
Nettie was predeceased by her son, Jonathan; her sisters, Helen, 
Tina and Marge and brothers, Ben, Pete and Henry.

Nettie Wiebe was born on July 12, 1938, to Abram and Katherina 
(nee Neudorf) Giesbrecht, the youngest of nine children. Having 
emigrated from Russia, Nettie’s family were frugal and hardworking, 
making the most of whatever they had. They received a helping 

hand from others and Nettie had a real heart for lending a helping hand as well. Nettie’s family 
was very musical and they spent many hours singing and making music together. Nettie led a 
deeply spiritual life. She was baptized on the confession of her faith in May, 1955. On August 23, 
1959 she married Ben D. Wiebe. They were blessed with two children, Roberta and Jonathan. 
In 1968 Nettie and Ben settled in Winkler where Ben taught in the local high school and began 
pastoral work in the Winkler EMM Church. Nettie was a strong support to Ben in the many years 
of ministry throughout the EMM Conference. Nettie shared generously of her time and talents as 
she served alongside her husband in the churches they served. She was always involved in the 
musical life of the churches as well, leading choirs and music ensembles. Nettie was devoted 
to her family, her husband and children as well as her extended family and church families. 
She worked hard all her life to provide and care for her family. When she was diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s in 2015, she continued to live life to the full even as layers of her life were peeled 
away. She never gave up and treasured every opportunity to spend time with the people she 
loved. In 2018 when she moved to Salem Home, she continued to inspire staff, residents and 
visitors with her strong faith, dignity in the face of changing circumstances and her zest for life.

A private funeral was held 11:00 a.m. Friday, October 29, 2021 with livestream available on the 
Wiebe Funeral Home website.

The family wishes to thank all staff at Salem Home, Winkler for their incredible care for Mom. 
Donations may be made in Nettie’s memory to Salem Foundation Inc.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
in care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

OBITUARY

Jacob Thiessen
1943 – 2021

Jacob Thiessen, age 78 of Miami, MB passed away at Boundary 
Trails Health Centre on Thursday October 28, 2021.

He is survived by his wife, Tina (nee Unger), two sons and two 
daughters: Henry Thiessen, Agatha (Randy) Krahn, Katharina 
(Corny) Wiebe, Abram (Esther) Thiessen and four grandchildren: 
Rochelle, Arlen, Adrian Thiessen and Allison Wiebe.

Jacob was born on January 15, 1943 near Plum Coulee. He was 
the second oldest of fi ve siblings. Jacob was baptized upon the 
confession of his faith on June 8, 1965 by Bishop John A Friesen 
of the Sommerfelder Church. On October 10, 1965 he entered holy 
matrimony with Tina Unger. They enjoyed 56 years of marriage. 
Jacob enjoyed farming, later farming together with his children. 

He liked spending time with his horses, occasionally going for Sunday drives. He loved to spend 
time with his grandchildren. Another hobby which he enjoyed was gardening, planting fl owers 
and fruit trees. Many times he would bring his wife fl owers from his garden.

Funeral service was held on Tuesday, November 2, 2021 at the Chortitz Old Colony Mennonite 
Church with interment at the Chortitz Village Cemetery.

Thank you for the cards, meals, visits, phone calls, fl owers, prayers and to the ministerial of the 
Old Colony Mennonite Church. Thank you to Dr. Woelk and to Dr. Atchison for their care. Thank 
you to the hospital staff at Boundary Trails Health Centre, CancerCare Manitoba, St. Boniface 
Hospital, Health Sciences Centre and Wiebe Funeral Home.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

OBITUARY

Jean-Guy Joseph Fillion
May 4, 1939 – October 11, 2021

Thanksgiving Day, October 11, 2021 at Health Sciences Centre in 
Winnipeg, Jean-Guy Fillion, age 82 of Winkler, MB went to be with 
his Lord and Saviour.

He leaves to mourn his wife, Betty (nee Enns); three daughters, 
Yvette (Gary) Krahn, Joelle (Brad) Fillion Kopp and Nadine Fillion; 
fi ve grandchildren: Matt (Kristi) Krahn, Alexandra (Cam) Dueck, 
Sarah Kopp, Ben Kopp and Sam Kopp and one great-grandchild, 
his sweet little Ellie. He was predeceased by his parents, Adonias 
and Leona Fillion and seven of his 15 siblings.

Jean-Guy (John) started life on the family farm in St. Joseph in a 
big family, of mom and dad and 16 children with many extended 
family members nearby. John loved his family and the farm. 

He was sent to St. Joseph College boarding school at the age of 14, what is now known as 
Providence College in Otterburne, MB. With time, Jean-Guy adapted to being at school and 
excelled. Over the years he developed a love for business and attended further schooling in 
Winnipeg, with the Federated Co-Op, and eventually received his CGA certifi cation. His great 
skills as an accountant took him to a number of different businesses throughout the years. He 
spent the bulk of his career working for John Buhler at Buhler Industries, starting at Farm-King in 
Morden and eventually moving on to work in Winnipeg.

He met the love of his life, Elizabeth Enns (Betty) while working at the Morden Co-Op. They 
were married in 1965 and moved into a house he had built in Morden. There were numerous 
moves in the next few decades including Carman, Winkler, Kelowna, BC and Winnipeg.

John kept it simple - he loved the Lord, he loved his wife Betty, he loved his family, and in short, 
he cared about everyone he met. He was a spiritual leader in his home, his church family and 
in the community, serving on church boards and committees and he regularly talked to people 
(whether he knew them or not) about their faith or their church.

John and Betty loved to visit family – St. Joseph, Kelowna, Vancouver, Abbotsford, Ottawa 
and Gaspe, Quebec. He loved the outdoors, hunting, fi shing, time at the Buhler cabin and at the 
trailer at Spruce Sands and Stephenfi eld. John was a numbers guy who enjoyed and was great at 
playing card games. He always seemed to know every card that had been played and also which 
cards the opponents held in their hands. He enjoyed sports including golfi ng and hockey. He 
played hockey as a young man and also coached later on. Golfi ng was a lifelong passion, playing 
his last round only days before he passed away. His girls also fondly remember their Dad’s love of 
country/gospel music and the impromptu dances in the kitchen with Mom growing up.

John will be dearly missed by many, as he had a caring heart and helped and encouraged so 
many people in his life, not only in the area of fi nance, but also life in general and was always 
eager to talk of his Lord, spiritual matters and of people’s well being. He was a committed 
follower of Jesus Christ. His daily devotions and his well-worn bible were always near at hand. 
Each member of his family knew well that he and Mom would pray for each of them every night. 

This unexpected loss has left a hole in our family. We will miss his big smile and his big laugh 
terribly. Rest in peace, Dad. We will see you again in heaven someday.

Private interment and a Celebration of Life service was held on October 16, 2021.
Donations in memory of Jean-Guy can be made to the Buhler Active Living Centre.

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com
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SCOTT CHUCK JODY
WAYNE

GREG

WWW.SOUTHLANDHONDA.COM
1-877-246-6322 • 325-78991-888-305-8917 • 204-325-9511

W W W . J A N Z E N C H E V R O L E T. C A

KURT MILLERKURT MILLER
kurt@jpb.cakurt@jpb.ca

 HENRY BLATZ HENRY BLATZ
henry@jpb.cahenry@jpb.ca

KEVIN TALBOTKEVIN TALBOT
kevin@jpb.cakevin@jpb.ca

ROBERTO KORTROBERTO KORT
roberto@jpb.caroberto@jpb.ca

honda.ca

Permit #9725

*Honda Loyalty Program, **Lease Rate, ***Vehicles not exactly as pictured.

HONDA

WAYNE CHUCK BILL JODY MARIA

690 MEMORIAL DRIVE • 325-4777
W W W . H O M E T O W N F O R D . C A

Permit No. 1162 Since 1955

Bob Derksen Brian Derksen Konrad Friesen John Friesen

Permit #2816

Permit No. 1162 Since 1955

DIESEL ENGINE, AUTO, 
LEATHER INTERIOR, POWER 

SUNROOF, 133,000 KM’S

4.8 ENGINE, AUTO, A/C, 
TILT, CRUISE, TRUCK CAP, 

201,000 KM’S

6.6 DURAMAX DIESEL, ALLISON AUTO, LEATHER 
INTERIOR, FRONT BUCKET SEATS, FACTORY 
NAVIGATION, Z71 OFF ROAD, 95,000 KM’S, 

BALANCE OF FACTORY WARRANTY

2013 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA 2013 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA 
HIGHLINE 2.0 DIESEL TDIHIGHLINE 2.0 DIESEL TDI

2010 CHEV SILVERADO LS 1500 2010 CHEV SILVERADO LS 1500 
EXT CAB 4X4EXT CAB 4X4

STK W10603BSTK W10603B

STK W10547BSTK W10547B

2017 GMC SIERRA SLT 2500HD 2017 GMC SIERRA SLT 2500HD 
CREW 4X4 CREW 4X4 

JUST IN

JUST IN

JUST IN

INQUIRE FOR 

PRICE

INQUIRE FOR 

PRICE

INQUIRE FOR 

PRICE

2.4 ENGINE, AUTO, FRONT BUCKET SEATS, 
POWER RUNROOF, FACTORY NAVIGATION, 

POWER LIFTGATE, 55,000 KM’S, 
BALANCE OF FACTORY WARRANTY

 2017 CHEV EQUINOX LT AWD 2017 CHEV EQUINOX LT AWD
STK W10628ASTK W10628A

JUST IN

INQUIRE FOR 

PRICE

2019 Honda Pilot EX-L Navi

LEATHER, COMMAND START, 
HONDA SENSING,
APPLY CAR PLAY.

2014 Honda Civic Sedan

49,000 KMS, STOCK #143904

137,000 KMS, STOCK #147359

32,000 KMS, STOCK #178973

$16,988
$15,988

$16,988
$15,988

K #178973
$26,988

$25,988

,
2017 Ford Escape SE

,
2014 Hyundai Santa Fe Sport Premium

ALL WHEEL DRIVE,
*LOW KM’S*

ONE OWNER, ALL 
WHEEL DRIVE, LOADED

LOW KM’S, COMMAND 
START, GREAT PRICE

STK W10604ASTK W10604A

AMAZING 
FUEL ECONOMY!

�������

�������

�������

CALL FOR 
PRICE

$$34,90034,900  
PLUS PST/GSTPLUS PST/GST
STK# 21U106STK# 21U106

$$31,90031,900  
PLUS PST/GSTPLUS PST/GST
STK# 21U017STK# 21U017

$$31,90031,900  
PLUS PST/GSTPLUS PST/GST
STK# 21U107STK# 21U107

$$17,50017,500  
PLUS PST/GSTPLUS PST/GST
STK# 20U160STK# 20U160

2017 LINCOLN MKX RESERVE AWD2017 LINCOLN MKX RESERVE AWD
2.7L ECOBOOST, REVEL ULTIMA PREMIUM SOUND 2.7L ECOBOOST, REVEL ULTIMA PREMIUM SOUND 

SYSTEM, ADAPTIVE LED HEADLIGHTS, ACTIVE PARK SYSTEM, ADAPTIVE LED HEADLIGHTS, ACTIVE PARK 
ASSIST, 360-DEGREE CAMERA, ONLY 53,000 KM!ASSIST, 360-DEGREE CAMERA, ONLY 53,000 KM!

2020 ESCAPE SEL AWD2020 ESCAPE SEL AWD
1.5L ECOBOOST, SYNC 3 W/ NAVIGATION, ADAPTIVE 1.5L ECOBOOST, SYNC 3 W/ NAVIGATION, ADAPTIVE 
CRUISE W/ LANE KEEPING, HEATED ACTIVE X SEATS, CRUISE W/ LANE KEEPING, HEATED ACTIVE X SEATS, 

SLIDING REAR SEATS, 32,000 KMSLIDING REAR SEATS, 32,000 KM

 2019 ESCAPE TITANIUM 4WD2019 ESCAPE TITANIUM 4WD
2.0L ECOBOOST, SYNC 3 W/ NAVIGATION, HEATED 2.0L ECOBOOST, SYNC 3 W/ NAVIGATION, HEATED 

LEATHER SEATS & STEERING WHEEL, ADAPTIVE CRUISE LEATHER SEATS & STEERING WHEEL, ADAPTIVE CRUISE 
W/ LANE KEEPING, ACTIVE PARK ASSIST, 38,000 KMW/ LANE KEEPING, ACTIVE PARK ASSIST, 38,000 KM

FUEL ECONOMY

2015 C-MAX SEL2015 C-MAX SEL 
2.0L HYBRID, MYFORD TOUCH W/ NAVIGATION, 2.0L HYBRID, MYFORD TOUCH W/ NAVIGATION, 

HEATED LEATHER SEATS, REMOTE & HEATED LEATHER SEATS, REMOTE & 
PUSH-BUTTON START, 71,000 KMPUSH-BUTTON START, 71,000 KM

32,700 KMS, STOCK #195401

*LOW KMS*
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