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Morden's
tree
lighting
festivities
Friday
night
kicked oﬀ with a winter
parade down Stephen St.
For more photos, see Pg. 18.
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Firefighters take on Flyers in support of Winkler Cheer
Charity game at the
Centennial Arena
this Sunday
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Flyers and the Winkler
Fire Department are having a holiday
rematch this weekend.
Their second annual Charity Classic
takes place at the Winkler Centennial Arena on Sunday, Nov. 27. Doors
open at 6 p.m., puck drops at 7:30 p.m.
Fireﬁghter Rick Schroeder explains
the department had been hosting
the junior hockey team for a friendly
game of street hockey at the ﬁre hall
for a few years already when they decided to up the ante.
“It kind of evolved into an ice hock-

PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
The Winkler Flyers are taking on the Winkler Fire Department in support of the Winkler Christmas Cheerboard this weekend.
From left: Flyers Owen Lugowski, Brody Beauchemin, Dayton Kiesman, ﬁreﬁghter Rick Schroeder, the Cheerboard's Candice
Comtois, ﬁreﬁghter Henry Giesbrecht, Flyer Logan Fillion, Cheerboard president Kris Derksen, and (back row), Flyers Jacob
Sargent and Lucas Ens at the ﬁre hall last week.

ey game, which then turned into the
idea to do it in support of the Win-

kler Christmas Cheerboard,” he says.
“It’s kind of a kickstart for the whole
Christmas season ... get people in the
mindset of being charitable and giving.”
Fellow ﬁreﬁghter Henry Giesbrecht
adds that it's a way for the department itself to give back to the community in a big way.
“For me, as a kid, we always got
Cheerboard hampers, so this is kind
of a full circle thing,” he says. “We
want to serve and we want to support
a great charity with every dollar we
can, with everything we’ve got.”
The inaugural charity classic in 2019
raised over $1,000 and collected several boxes of food for the Cheerboard
to distribute in their holiday hampers.
“The last game, it went really well,
so this year we decided we’d try it
again,” says Schroeder. “We want to
try to pack the arena with as many
people as we can, with all proceeds
going to the Cheerboard.”
These days the Cheer Board distributes grocery gift cards instead of food
hampers, so what they need most is
monetary donations. They’re aiming
for $100,000 for the 2022 campaign to
help an estimated 400+ families next
month.
Cheerboard president Kris Derksen
says the game gives the organization
a fun way to reach out to a wide range
of potential supporters.
“It’s such a community builder, with
having so many diﬀerent facets of the

community included: the younger
generation with the Flyers, the ﬁreﬁghters. It’s just awesome.”
Admission to the charity game is $2
per person. There will also be a 50/50
draw and a silent auction, all in support of the Cheerboard.
In addition to the game, the evening
will also include games for the kids
and ﬁre trucks on-site to explore
Flyers forward Lucas Ens said the
whole team is eager to face the ﬁreﬁghters on the ice.
“I’m pretty excited. I’ve got a beef
with a couple of them,” he joked. “I
think it’s going to be a lot of fun.”
Giesbrecht acknowledges the Flyers
might have an edge over the ﬁreﬁghters when it comes to hockey skills, but
he’s conﬁdent they’ll be able to hold
their own.
“We might not be as good, but we’ll
give them some friendly competition,
for sure,” he says, noting last time
around the ﬁre department edged out
a win.
“They let us win last time,” says
Schroeder. “But we’re bringing in
some ringers and some help this year
that might help level the playing
ﬁeld.”
If you can’t make the game this
weekend, you can still support the
Winkler and District Christmas
Cheerboard with a donation online at
winklercheerboard.com or at the till
at the Winkler Co-op grocery store.
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SUPPLIED PHOTO BY LILI KRUSHEL

The Morden chamber's shop-local initiative, Wrapping up a Morden Christmas, ﬁlled local businesses with
customers last Thursday night.

PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE

Wrapping Up a Morden Christmas keeps holiday shopping dollars local
By Lorne Stelmach

Local businesses got a good boost
last Thursday with the Wrapping Up
A Morden Christmas promotion.
Around 20 locations were involved
in the annual Morden and District
Chamber of Commerce shop-local
campaign.
Participating businesses were encouraged to do something special
for the event, whether that be a sale,
giveaway, or special promotion. The
evening also featured a passport program where people got stamps for
each location they stopped at for a
chance to win prizes.
A new feature this year was Santa’s
Market located at Murray Pembina
Valley Dodge Ram, which hosted a
number of home-based businesses
and smaller vendors.
“It was great to see people out supporting Morden businesses, and the
participating businesses did a great
job at creating a fun evening,” said
Clare Agnew, chamber executive di-

“IT’S A GOOD OPPORTUNITY
TO SEE WHAT ALL THESE
BUSINESSES HAVE TO
OFFER.”

rector. “I think it really highlights that
you can do your Christmas shopping
locally. It’s a good opportunity to see
what all these businesses have to offer, and the businesses love it as well.
There’s lots of promotions and people
out and about and excitement.”
Wrapping Up A Morden Christmas
is deﬁnitely always on the calendar
for Pharmasave.
“This is a very good evening for
us. It’s one of the biggest days of the
year for us,” said manager Charlene
Friesen. “We always make sure that
we have a really good sale for this
evening, and people are very receptive to it.
“I think it’s very good for the community and very supportive of the
community ... I know people start
asking about it in September, asking
us when is it going to happen,” she
said. “It’s a way of giving back to our
community and thanking them for
the support that they give us throughout the year.”
If anything, Friesen would like to
see the event build up even more and
to see the business involvement grow
as well.
“I would love to see even more businesses participate ... having a sale this
evening really helps,” she said. “I
think there is optimism ... and I would
love to see more diverse businesses
that we don’t have to keep [shoppers]
in Morden.”

CELEBRATING
35 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

THANKS FOR YOUR PATRONAGE
KEEN RUNNERS
BEARPAW BOOTS

35% OFF

WINTER BOOTS
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Cookie campaign raises nearly $18K for Big Brothers
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Tim Hortons in Morden-Winkler
provided Big Brothers Big Sisters of
the Pembina Valley with a huge ﬁnancial boost last week.
The two locations sold a whopping
17,999 cookies during the annual
Smile Cookie Campaign Sept. 19-25.
At $1 a cookie and with all proceeds
going to charity, that means Big Brothers Big Sisters received nearly $18,000
in support of its mentoring programs
in Morden, Winkler, Altona, and Car-

man.
“We were really happy with the
amount,” said Tim Hortons owner
Linda Doerksen, noting the last few
years have been challenging ones for
the campaign amidst the pandemic.
The local Tim Hortons have worked
closely with Big Brothers Big Sisters
for years now, supporting them not
only with Smile Cookie sales but also
partnering with them in sending children to the Tim Hortons Children’s
Foundation summer camps.
“We’re just really happy to be able to

do this for this organization, because
I think they play a really big role in
helping our youth in this community,” Doerksen said.
Winkler restaurant manager Sara
Friesen shared that the cookie campaign is always a big hit amongst staﬀ
and customers alike.
“A few days before we start we have
customers asking for them already.”
The chance to get their name out into
the community in addition to raising
funds for their programs is a huge
boon to Big Brothers Big Sisters, said
executive director Jenelle Neufeld
“Right now it’s a really weird time to
be fundraising,” she said, explaining
many of their other annual fundraisers have had to be cancelled or scaleddown in recent years. “Something
like Smile Cookie Week with Jeﬀ and
Linda [Doerksen] and all the staﬀ at
Tim Hortons, we know that we can
count on it. And that to us is bigger
than anything we could ever ask for.”
Doerksen and Neufeld both send
thanks out to every individual and
business who ordered cookies this
year, and to the Winkler Flyers junior
hockey team, who came out to help
staﬀ decorate the thousands of cookies.
Neufeld noted they’re getting back
into the swing of things with their

programs.
“We’re running our Go Girls program right now, which is our group
programming,” she said, explaining
that one had to be on hold for awhile
until they were able to get back into
local schools with it.
They’re also looking at starting
up one-on-one in-school mentoring
again, potentially inviting local teens
to get involved.
“We’re having a really hard time
ﬁnding volunteers,” Neufeld shared.
“We’re hoping that maybe if we can’t
ﬁnd adults that are willing to volunteer we can ... partner with the high
schools to do some of that. It’s added
experience for them and then maybe
when they turn 18 they’ll want to continue on being a mentor.
“It’s all about planting that seed and
hoping that it evolves into something
bigger.”
The agency currently has about
10 active matches in its traditional
mentoring program, with a number
of kids on the waiting list. They are
especially in need of male adult volunteers.
If you’d like to get involved as a
mentor, give Neufeld a call at 204325-9707 or head to pembinavalley.
bigbrothersbigsisters.ca.

Quality people,
quality pork
Manitoba’s hog farmers help fund new cutting-edge programming at some of Canada’s leading academic institutions, like
Brandon’s Assiniboine Community College.
The new Swine Production Foundations program at Assiniboine
Community College in Brandon has been developed in collaboration between educational and sector experts. The program gives
students an understanding of what it takes to help feed the world
while enjoying high job security. The program is self-directed and
is available entirely online, allowing students to complete the program at their own pace, with a high level of interactivity and selfassessment throughout the course programming. The ﬁrst group
of students in the program will start in early December 2022.
These training programs help to provide those who work with
pigs a strong background in key animal care principles, while ensuring they remain leaders in producing safe and high-quality
protein for all of us to enjoy.
To learn more, visit manitobapork.com/animalcare
SPONSORED CONTENT

PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
The staﬀ of the Winkler Tim Hortons presented Big Brothers Big Sisters executive
director Jenelle Neufeld (second from left) with the proceeds of this year's
Morden-Winkler Smile Cookie campaign, totalling $17,999.

CAMERON
FRIESEN, MLA
Member of the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba
Se r vi ng M or de n— Wi nkl e r
i n th
t e M a ni toba L e gi s l a tur e

108 A - 8th St, Morden, MB R6M 1Y7
204-822-1088
info@cameronfriesen.ca
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From Everywhere to Bethlehem returns
By Ashleigh Viveiros

A Winkler tradition returns this holiday season.
Winkler EMM Church’s living nativity From Everywhere to Bethlehem takes
over Winkler Park Dec. 2-4.
It’s the 14th edition of the outdoor
production, which brings the Christmas story to life with an interactive
tour through the sights and sounds of
Bethlehem on the night of Jesus’ birth.
Organizer Elaine Braun says the cast
and crew are excited to be back at it
after having to take the last two years
oﬀ due to the pandemic.
“I just love seeing people experience

the Christmas story,” she says. “It really brings you back in time to that
ﬁrst Christmas.”
Braun explains that the audience
members are very much a part of the
show. They’re greeted at the gates by
Roman centurions who ensure they
have their entry “tax” (a non-perishable food item for the Winkler and
District Food Cupboard) and then
guide them to the various stations,
which include census takers, prophets, shepherds, and even King Herod
himself, all of whom will be buzzing
about rumours of a special birth happening in the stable that is the last

stop on the tour.
In addition to collecting donations
for the food cupboard, the church will
also be selling crafts and baked goods
in a tent at the end of the show, with
proceeds going to local charities.
“We want to help others,” Braun says
of why they’ve always given people a
chance to donate to a variety of causes
at the show. “Jesus brought the gift of
salvation to us and we want to further
the gift for the less fortunate.”
The show in past years has drawn
thousands of people from all over
southern Manitoba and collected
thousands of pounds of food for the

food bank.
From Everywhere to Bethlehem runs
Friday, Dec. 2 from 6-9 p.m. and then
5-9 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday,
Dec. 3-4.

22113gm0
22114gm0

VOICE FILE PHOTOS

Winkler's living nativity, From Everywhere to Bethlehem, returns to Winkler Park Dec. 2-4.

22114gt0
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he stores and ﬂyers
are ﬁlling up with
all things Christmas,
but the spirit seems
to elude me this
year, so I decided a little red
and green around my house
might help.

Rummaging through my own mismatched, but cherished collection of
decorations, I pulled out a storage
container ﬁlled with my mother’s
yuletide treasures.
There are tiny red
bows and miniature tinsel trees,
small candle holders, silk poinsettias
and glass angels
– apartment-sized
adornments
for
a lady who still
By Lori
wanted to make
Penner
her place pretty
for the holidays, without creating too
much clutter.
Tenderly picking up each small
piece, big tears formed in my eyes
as I caught their scent. How? How
do even ceramic ﬁgurines take on
the scent of the lavender cologne she
loved?
Even after all this time, every single
thing in that box still smells like a hug
from my mom.
I was instantly transported back to
our last Christmas together. She was
showing me those little tinsel trees
she found at the Dollar Store. She was
as excited as a little girl, hunting for
just the right end table or bookshelf to

display them.
When she carefully tucked them
away after that Christmas season ended, did she know that the next set of
hands to hold them would be mine?
So, there it was.
With that thought came huge, relentless waves of grief. But this time,
I was ready for them. What once
knocked the breath right out of me
now washed over my heart like a
warm, familiar tide, catching me up
and tossing me about like a canoe
on the ocean. I knew this tsunami of
emotion might sink me for a while but
wouldn’t drown me. I swam in the
stream, embracing the tears instead
of ﬁghting them. Lavender-scented
angels watched over me as the waves
slowly subsided.
This is how it is, in a season so rich
with nostalgia. Every carol, every bell,
every holiday movie, every Currier &
Ives card takes me back to when all
the people I loved were still right here,
and not way up there. When we were
still able to take each other shamelessly and blissfully for granted.
After all this time, those waves of
emotion still surprise me, but they

no longer overwhelm me. Somehow,
they bring a confusing sort of comfort
with them; a sign I have not forgotten
her, even though life mercilessly - and
mercifully - has moved on.
I’ve learned that grief is like a Christmas tree – it demands accommodation.
When you ﬁrst bring it home, you
wonder where you’ll put it. It’s too
big. The branches block the window.
But eventually, you move things
around, and you ﬁnd a spot for it.
Soon, instead of being an intrusion or
obstruction, its presence becomes a
part of the room, like the lamp or the
couch. The sight of it comforts you.
Just like that tree, the “missing her”
was the only thing I saw, at ﬁrst. Like
the Grinch, my heart has had to do
some stretching to make some room
for it. It required some adapting. And
it hurt. These growing pains have
changed me in ways I never imagined.
They’ve caused me to shift things
around in my life, and set priorities
for the things that really matter.
And they’ve given me empathy for
Continued on page 7
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Morden-Winkler MLA touts throne speech highlights
By Lorne Stelmach

The provincial government says its setting a course toward greater health and prosperity for Manitobans with
the start of the ﬁfth session of the 42nd Manitoba legislative session.
The speech from the throne delivered by Lt.-Gov. Anita
Neville last Tuesday included a series of commitments to
make communities stronger, safer, and more aﬀordable.
Morden-Winkler MLA and Finance Minister Cameron
Friesen especially highlighted their measures to address
aﬀordability. It is particularly needed now at a time when
inﬂation remains high with a recent consumer price index
increase of over eight per cent, he said.
“That means that costs are up for people, for families ...
and the cost of everything is going up otherwise,” said
Friesen, who lauded the Conservatives’ aﬀordability
package that included giving payments to families with
school-aged children and seniors with under $40,000 of
household income. “That was designed to try to help
those individuals who are most feeling that rising cost of
living.

“We have responded to the aﬀordability challenges being faced by Manitobans, and we will
continue to respond,” said Friesen. “We will
continue to monitor the situation, and if more
relief is needed, we know we don’t want to do
too much and actually set back recovery or add
to the inﬂationary eﬀect, but we believe that
targeted funding is prudent when you consider
this is among, well, could be the largest inﬂationary contour that we have seen in this province in 40 years.”
Friesen also spoke on the importance of addressing health care in terms of both staﬃng
and the delivery of services, and he especially
cited a $200 million multi-year plan for recruiting, training, and retaining nurses.
“This is in addition to the announcement of
400 new training seats for nurses,” he noted. “I
was very pleased to see that one of those training centres is coming to the City of Morden.”

Friesen as well celebrated some of their recent
successes including eliminating the cataract
surgery wait times while reducing it by half for
hip and knee procedures.
“We’re well underway with our surgeries and
diagnostic backlog task force progress,” he said.
“We know that wait times got worse from the
global pandemic when we had to reconﬁgure
our health care system ... now it’s time to get
back on track.
“If this means in the short term that we must
send others away to other provinces because
we can get a surgery or a procedure in a shorter
amount of time ... we will do that because we
will let nothing stand in the way of getting people the health care they need.”
Friesen emphasized other government priorities ranging from growing the economy and
increasing our competitiveness to further boost-

Throne speech falls
far short: critics
By Lorne Stelmach

Critics of the provincial government were quick to ﬁnd
shortcomings in the Conservatives’ throne speech that
kicked oﬀ the new session of the Manitoba Legislature
last week.
Premier Heather Stefanson’s plan that particularly cited
privatization of health care won’t save the system that the
government helped break, stressed the NDP Opposition.
“Nothing the premier said today oﬀers any help for parents who are dealing with a global Tylenol shortage or for
patients at children’s hospital,” said NDP leader Wab Kinew, who noted it was just days after the ER at children’s
hospital experienced its highest single-day patient count.
“In fact, she did the opposite: her privatization plan goes
against fundamental Canadian values, making it harder
for families to get the care they need. The right to health
care should never depend on what’s in your wallet.”
After cutting public health care for years, the Conservatives are now oﬀering privatization as the only solution,
Kinew said, when aﬀordable, accessible health care is a
Canadian right that must be protected.
The NDP also attacked the throne speech for including
Continued on page 9

> PENNER, FROM PG. 6
others who are also sailing on these unexpected waves.
Mom’s little tinsel trees now surround my nativity scene.
The ceramic shepherd and kings have happily made space
for them. Mary smiles serenely at baby Jesus. And the lavender-scented angels sweetly watch over them.
You never know when that last Christmas will be. But
I do know that up in heaven, there is a blue-eyed angel
singing a sweet carol as I hunt through that box of ornaments. And maybe she’s joyfully telling the other angels,
“Oh my, look at that. She still remembers me.”

22111gm1
22111gm3

Continued on page 9
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It's going to be a rocky respiratory
virus season: Doctors Manitoba
By Lorne Stelmach

Manitoba physicians raised alarm
this past week about the escalating
respiratory virus season and urged
Manitobans to do all they can to help
ease the pressure on the health care
system.
Physicians are increasingly concerned about Manitobans’ well-being
and the risk of hospitals being overwhelmed as three viruses are increasingly spreading across the province,
stressed representatives of Doctors
Manitoba during a virtual news conference Nov. 16.
“It is very concerning,” said Dr. Candace Bradshaw, president of Doctors
Manitoba. “I’m not sure I can honestly
say that there is capacity for even one
patient at this very second, so things
are that tight, and there’s a lot of people putting in a lot of work to try to
move patients around and getting the
sickest ones into a bed so that more
people can be seen in the emergency.
“It is becoming diﬃcult to even care
for kids coming in with compound
fractures, needing an OR and needing
to wait days to even get to that point
because there are sicker children and
babies coming in that need to be prioritized.
“This is really, really concerning, and
it’s something I have never seen or
heard of,” Bradshaw continued. “This
triple virus threat is a serious risk for
many Manitobans ... we’re already

seeing signs of hospitals struggling to
keep up with rapidly increasing patient volumes.”
Respiratory viruses including RSV,
COVID-19, and inﬂuenza can have
serious outcomes, resulting in hospitalization, intensive care, and death.
Doctors are urging Manitobans take
actions to protect themselves and
those around them by slowing the
spread of respiratory viruses this fall
and winter. This includes many of the
precautions that have become familiar over the last few years: get a ﬂu
shot and fall COVID-19 booster, wear
a mask in crowded or poorly ventilated public places, wash or sanitize
your hands frequently, and stay at
home when you're sick.
Manitobans are also encouraged
to plan now for an unpredictable respiratory virus season. Preparation
should focus on ensuring your household has the following:
• Rapid antigen tests for COVID-19
on hand, which are still available for
free at many locations.
• Good quality masks available,
with medical or KN-95 masks oﬀering better protection.
• Plans in place for household members to stay home when ill, including
children.
“Planning ahead will ensure your
family is ready to prevent the spread
of respiratory viruses,” said Dr. Michael Boroditsky, president-elect of
Doctors Manitoba. “Take the time

SCREENSHOTS
Doctors Manitoba urged Manitobans to do what they can to ease the pressure
on the health care system this winter. Speakers at a virtual press conference last
week included Dr. Candace Bradshaw, a family physician and president of Doctors
Manitoba, and Dr. Michael Boroditsky, an obstetrician/gynecologist and presidentelect of the organization. Right: Boroditsky took some time to encourage and
demonstrate proper mask use.

now to get ready and discuss your
plans, so you aren’t left scrambling
when someone has virus symptoms
in the days and weeks ahead.”
“I am concerned about the spread
of respiratory viruses and how that is
putting our youngest Manitobans at
risk ... we’re seeing them going to the
children’s emergency departments in
huge numbers,” added Dr. William
Li, a pediatrician and representative
for the Health Sciences Centre medical district.
Dr. Bradshaw responded to a question about whether a mask mandate
for public spaces should be considered again. She noted that she can’t
speak to public health decisions but
could strongly encourage general advice such as wearing masks.
In response to another query about

concerns around the shortage of supply for children's pain medications,
Li noted it is possible to crush Advil
and adult Tylenol tablets together in
certain amounts and apply it to things
like apple sauce or yogurt for children.
“The dosing needs to be very specific, so it is important, if you’re looking
to do that route, to talk to your doctor or your pharmacist about that,”he
stressed.
Li also responded to another question about when parents should be
taking their children to the hospital.
His general advice was when they
have had more profound lethargy,
greater fever especially for more
than a few days, dehydration and increased respiratory distress.

Altona Christmas Vendor & Craft Sale is back
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Altona’s 9th Annual Christmas Vendor & Craft Sale returns this weekend
after a two-year break.
“Before COVID, this event usually brought out between 500-600
shoppers,” says organizer Trace Geworsky. “But this is my ﬁrst event
since COVID, so ﬁngers crossed that
our vendors will once again have an
amazing turnout.”
There are about 30 vendors signed
up to take part, bringing with them a
varied array of products.
“It will be a great Christmas shop-

ping experience for everyone,” says
Geworsky. “There will be a huge
variety of things from Indigenous
and pop art, a sublimation business
that will do custom tumblers at the
sale, handmade dog treats and toys,
Christmas tree ornaments, candles,
wax melts, fudge, luxury press on
nails, crocheted items, jewelry, Norwex, and so much more.”
Geworsky, a crafter herself, started
up the show a decade ago to provide
local artisans with a venue to reach
customers.
“When I started with the craft
shows, it was hard to ﬁnd them in the

area ... there weren’t a lot of opportunities for crafters to be able to showcase their work.”
While that’s certainly changed in the
years since, Geworsky says she’ll continue with the sale as long as there are
vendors and customers interested in
supporting it.
The sale takes place at the Rhineland
Pioneer Centre on Saturday, Nov. 26
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Admission is free, though people are
asked to bring a donation of dog or
cat supplies for the Pembina Valley
Humane Society (there will be a donation bin at the main entrance).

“Every year I try to pick an organization that could use some form
of donations, in lieu of charging admission,” Geworsky says. “I want the
vendors to have the most successful
day, so I personally don’t care to make
our shoppers pay to come shopping.”
The day will also include a silent
auction featuring prizes from participating vendors and a 50/50 draw,
with proceeds from both going to the
humane society.
The rink’s canteen will also be open,
serving up snacks and meals throughout the day.
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> THRONE SPEECH, FROM PG. 7
ing immigration and supporting
mental health.
“There is something very real that
is happening in urban communities
and in our own, and that there’s been
many eﬀects of the pandemic and one
of those has been a real increase in
the number of people who are struggling with mental health and addictions issues.”
The throne speech outlined a series of initiatives the government
plans to undertake to strengthen the
province’s health care infrastructure
and take aim at violent criminal behaviour while supporting eﬀorts to
tackle mental health, homelessness
and addiction issues, including:
• Increasing supports for front-line
law enforcement oﬃcers through in-

vestments in technology, specialized
training, enhanced police presence
and support for more oﬃcers.
• Making an investment in Winnipeg hospitals to ensure Manitobans
get the best care possible in the most
modern facilities with a multi-year,
multi-billion dollar capital investment.
• Providing ﬁnancial support for up
to 1,000 addictions treatment spaces.
• Reopening the Communities Economic Development Fund’s business
loan program to support key sectors
of a growing northern economy.
• Financially stabilizing Manitoba
Hydro as a Crown corporation so it
can continue to provide clean hydroelectric power for Manitoba residents
and businesses at among the lowest

> THRONE SPEECH CRITICISM, FROM PG. 7
recycled announcements that fail to
address root causes of such issues as
public safety like poverty, addiction
and cuts to education.
“Yet another opportunity for the
premier to prove that she’s diﬀerent
from Brian Pallister has come and
gone. This vision for the province is
just a vague collection of things the
PCs have attempted and failed to accomplish,” said NDP house leader
Nahanni Fontaine.
The Manitoba Liberals said the
throne speech was out of touch with
the needs of Manitobans and was focused on reacting to issues the government itself created.
“If the PCs wanted to be bold, they
could actually take responsibility and
apologize for what they’ve done to
hurt our health care system, the people who work in it and the patients
and families who have suﬀered as a
result,” said Liberal leader Dougald
Lamont.
“Provincial systems and services are
breaking down right now. Having
functioning government departments
isn’t a bold idea. It’s basic competence. We need basic steps to protect
our people and our health system,
and that’s not happening.”
The Liberals stressed there are a series of crises in the province that need
to be urgently addressed, starting
with health care. Other crises include
a housing crisis, climate crisis and a
cost-of-living crisis as homelessness
and crime are on the rise.
Lamont said it is clear the Conservatives are out of touch on cost of living

and that they have done everything
they can to make pricey public announcements while falling short on
Manitobans’ basic needs.
“People are running out of money
for groceries and rent. Manitobans
need the government to crack down
on price gouging and play an active
role in making sure that people who
are being pushed over the edge have
supports - seniors, families with children, and people living with a disability.”
Meanwhile, the government continues to push through property tax rebates without a plan on how to make
up those huge losses to the public
education system, observed James
Bedford, president of the Manitoba
Teachers’ Society
By 2023, cumulative education property tax rebates will be more than $1
billion – money that could have been
invested into Manitoba’s classrooms,
he suggested.
“At a time when education funding
has not kept up with inﬂation for the
past six years, this is dangerous,” said
Bedford. “We have great expectations
around the public education funding
announcement in the new year.
“The new funding model and announcement must guarantee funding that is adequate, equitable and
predictable,” he said. “The diverse
and growing needs of the students
we serve every day cannot be punted down the road again. This chronic
pattern of underfunding must stop.
Manitoba students need support
now.”

Get in touch
with us at
204-325-6888

rates in the country.
• Protecting students by establishing a teacher registry and an independent body to improve accountability
and transparency related to educator
misconduct in kindergarten to Grade
12 schools.
• Modernizing the waste diversion
and recycling framework to divert
more materials from landﬁlls and create new business and job opportunities within a circular economy.
• Helping ranchers recover from
climate-change driven droughts and
ﬂoods by implementing a temporary
rent reduction on agricultural Crown
lands from 2023 to 2025.
• Continuing eﬀorts to reduce red
tape through regulation reform and
modernization.
• Revitalizing the conservation oﬃcer service by hiring more oﬃcers and
providing better equipment and technology to combat dangerous activities

9

such as poaching, night hunting and
road hunting.
“This throne speech is a roadmap to
a more prosperous future, building a
province where its government helps
make communities safer, healthier and stronger and its citizens and
communities more competitive,” said
Premier Heather Stefanson. “It is a
course that is guided by listening to
Manitobans and advancing reconciliation, protecting our environment
and helping families make ends meet.
“Our government is focused on making our neighbourhoods safe places to
raise families, building a strong and
sustainable health-care system and
helping make life more aﬀordable for
all Manitobans,” Stefanson said. “We
are listening to Manitobans, taking
action on their priorities and getting
things done for the beneﬁt of all Manitobans.”

22114gm2
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Christmas Glow in
the Country is back
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WINKLER BIBLE CAMP PHOTO

Reliable
MOBILITY
Savaria K2
Stairlift installed
starting at

$3300

1046 Portage Ave., Wpg., MB R3G OS2

info@reliablemobility.com

Winkler
Bible
Camp
hosts
Christmas Glow in
the Country Dec.
5-8 with a drivethru meal and
Dec. 9-18 without.
By Lorne Stelmach

A holiday season event created amidst pandemic restrictions has been so embraced by the community that there is
no question of the Winkler Bible Camp continuing with its
Christmas light display and drive-thru meal.
The only consideration again this year was how to not
only make it bigger but do it better, said executive director
Dale Wiebe.
“We’ve had such huge, positive traction and feedback on
this whole thing,” Wiebe said last week as they prepared
for Christmas Glow in the Country. “We started it in a
small way and it got tons of traction, so then the next year
we did it a lot bigger ... and now we’ve further built oﬀ
that, and we’ve changed things so we can accommodate
even more people.”
Christmas Glow in the Country invites people to come
take a leisurely drive through the two kilometre route at
the camp in the comfort of their own vehicle, tuning their
radio to the Christmas Glow station and enjoying the festive displays and goodies.
From Dec. 5-8, the event includes a fundraising drive-thru pickup meal as well as the light experience. It runs from
5-6:30 p.m. those days and is by donation.
The drive-thru tour of lights then continues, without

Last year your donations made it possible
for us to support 20+ local non-proﬁt agencies
servicing the Pembina Valley.

To donate
this year:

1

ONLINE BY CREDIT CARD

2

MAIL A CHEQUE

www.unitedwaypembinavalley.ca
United Way Pembina Valley, P.O. Box 758, Morden, MB R6M 1A7

3

IN PERSON
Drop off your donation at any local Access Credit Union Branch.

VOICE FILE PHOTO

supper, from Dec. 9-18 from 6-9 p.m.
Admission is $20 per vehicle.
Wiebe noted the event last year had
over 15,000 guests, which far exceeded their expectations.
“It’s been so successful just in the
fact that people are really enjoying it,”
he said. “We’ve expanded it again for
this year. It’s a longer route.
“We’ve got almost 2,500 meals we’re
preparing for four nights ... and then
we’re going to be open after that for
10 nights straight.”
Wiebe said they have planned it with
safety in mind ﬁrst and foremost, so
they are emphasizing that people
need to book their times in advance.
“Our hours are longer, so hopefully
we will have a lot more people coming through, but we will be able to
manage it better,” he said. “We are
directing people to go online to book
a time slot so that we can keep it all
safer.”
COVID may have created the circumstances to initiate the idea, but it
was something Wiebe’s wife Candace
had in mind for some time prior to the
pandemic.
“She had been wanting to do this 10
years prior to this, maybe 15 years.
This gave us that opportunity,” Wiebe
said, noting he sees the event as having a simple appeal that draws people: “When we hear from people, they
just love looking at lights. Lights are
just a beautiful thing. Lights are naturally just a beautiful thing to watch
and to look at.
“We don’t just light up things. We
make scenes and create scenes, and
I think that’s one of the things that
people have recognized ... the scenes
maybe capture people’s imaginations
and the stories and you can just imagine what is going on because they are
unique.”
You can book your time slot online
at christmasglowinthecountry.com.
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Operation Christmas Child Collection Week saw our region pull together 5,650
boxes. Above: Hochfeld School students raised enough for over two dozen boxes.

Mission accomplished:
Operation Christmas Child
Pembina Valley ﬁlled
5,650 (and counting)
shoeboxes this year
By Ashleigh Viveiros

There are going to be thousands of
smiling kids half a world away thanks
to this region’s support of Samaritan
Purse’s 2022 Operation Christmas
Child campaign.
Shoeboxes ﬁlled with small toys,
school supplies, and hygiene items
poured into Winkler’s Gospel Mission Church, our area’s ﬁnal drop-oﬀ

location, during National Collection
Week last week.
“We’re at about 5,650 boxes right
now,” said area coordinator Andrea
Zammit on Monday, noting she expected a few more boxes might trickle
in before the donations were shipped
oﬀ to a depot in Alberta on Tuesday.
The numbers are down a bit from
last year’s 5,900 boxes, owing, Zammit speculates, perhaps to the tough
economic times many families are experiencing these days.
But 5,650 shoeboxes is certainly
nothing to sneeze at, she observes,
thanking everyone who took the time
to ﬁll up a box for a child in need.
“And I had a lot of volunteers, peo-

Above: Tegan Mann (left) and area
coordinator Andrea Zammit rounding
up boxes in Altona. Right: Christian
Derksen dropping oﬀ his family's
donations at the Winkler depot during
National Collection Week.
ple willing to help out, so that was
good,” Zammit says, thanking the
many individuals who took a leadership role in rounding up boxes in
their community and getting them to
the central drop-oﬀ point last week.
Zammit’s region stretches from Crystal City in the west to Altona in the
east, north to Carman and Morris and
south throughout the Morden-Winkler area.
Communities like Plum Coulee real-

ly hit it out of the park again this year,
Zammit says, noting they packed
1,018 shoeboxes. Plum Coulee’s population, as per the last census, is 1,040.
Numerous local schools also rallied
their students to the cause. Zammit
shone a spotlight on Hochfeld School
where teacher Simone Lik and her Gr.
1, Gr. 2, and Gr. 3 students together
raised $1,200 to pack a couple dozen
boxes.

22114uu2
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611 Main St, Winkler
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OR CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGE

(Next to Co-op Car Wash)

7 winter car care tips
On top of investing in a pre-winter vehicle inspection, it’s
important to make time for cold-season car care. To prolong your
vehicle’s lifespan and ensure safe driving, make sure you perform
the following tasks.
1. WASH YOUR VEHICLE REGULARLY
To remove calcium, prevent corrosion and avoid premature wear
and tear, clean your car often.
2. USE THE DEFROST FUNCTION
If you remove ice from windshield wiper blades with an ice
scraper, it can damage the rubber. Also, you should never pour hot
water on your wipers because it may crack your windshield.
Instead, use your car’s defrost function to melt ice gradually.
3. ALLOW THE ENGINE TO WARM UP
To prevent wear and tear on your engine’s moving parts in winter,
warm up the oil and other lubricants before driving.
4. CHECK THE TIRE PRESSURE
Cold temperatures can cause tire pressure to drop, and driving on
XQGHULQÀDWHGWLUHVLVDVDIHW\KD]DUG7RSUHYHQWDFFLGHQWVNHHS
\RXUWLUHVLQÀDWHG
5. TOP UP YOUR FUEL TANK
To prevent condensation from forming on the inside of your gas
tank when it’s cold out, you should keep it relatively full. If
moisture makes its way into the fuel lines, you may have trouble
starting your car.
6. CHECK THE WASHER FLUID
8VLQJ\RXUZLQGVKLHOGZLSHUVZLWKRXWZDVKHUÀXLGFDQZHDURXW
WKHUXEEHURUVFUDWFK\RXUZLQGVKLHOG$OZD\VNHHSZDVKHUÀXLG
levels high, and keep a spare jug of it in your trunk.
7. KEEP YOUR WIPERS DOWN
Lifting your wiper blades off your windshield when your car is
SDUNHG KDV PRUH GUDZEDFNV WKDQ EHQH¿WV 2YHU WLPH LW FDQ
damage the springs in the wiper arms and make them less
effective.
If you’re concerned about the condition of your vehicle, make an
appointment with your local mechanic.

Ph.
Ph 204-325-8100
204 325 8100

www.viplube.ca
ipl be ca

5 criteria for selecting a snow brush
If your current snow brush has seen
EHWWHUGD\VRU\RX¶UHEX\LQJ\RXU¿UVW
RQHIRUDQHZFDUNHHSWKHVH¿YHFULWHria in mind when shopping for this
must have accessory.
1. SIZE
If you’re short or your vehicle is particularly wide or tall, choose a telescopic snow brush to easily clean hard-toreach places.
2. SCRAPER
Instead of purchasing a separate ice
scraper and brush, look for a model
with a brush and ice scraper on opposite
ends.
3. BRUSH
Although effective, bristle brushes can
damage your vehicle’s paint. Instead,
ORRNIRUDEUXVKZLWKÀH[LEOHIRDPVWULSV
or a soft squeegee.
4. HANDLING
If you choose a telescopic snow brush or
RQHZLWKDURWDWLQJHQGWHVWLW¿UVWWRHQVXre the mechanisms won’t jam.
5. STURDINESS
Winter can be hard on snow brushes, especially in icy conditions. Select a quality model that will last a few winters, so
you don’t have to replace it prematurely.

1 mile West &
1 3/4 mile
South of Winkler,
Manitoba

Email us for friendly service!
service@chadsautorepairshop.ca
Call us for an
appointment!
204-325-5223

7R¿QG\RXUQHZVQRZEUXVKYLVLW\RXU
local automotive store.

autoworksinc.ca
204-325-7754 161 George Ave., Winkler

AutoWorks is proud to offer a variety of
services that make us your one-stop-shop
for all your automotive needs.
From regular maintenance and detailing
VQPGYVKTGUCPFYJGGNUQWTEGTVKǶGF
technicians work hard to ensure your
vehicle keeps looking and feeling like new.
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PVWC celebrates three decades
of growth in the valley
By Lori Penner

brane plant.
“Since I started, it’s been all about
Pembina Valley Water Co-op upgrades. There have been two up(PVWC) held their 30th anniversary grades at Lake Stephenﬁeld, and
celebration last week, drawing cur- we’re now supplying all of Carman’s
rent and past board members, dig- water. We put a new pipeline in from
nitaries and PVWC customers from Roland down to Winkler to be able
across the region.
to put more water into the corridor,
CEO Greg Archibald says the actual where the growth has been pretty aganniversary date was in 2021 but the gressive. We now supply 35 percent
celebration had to be postponed due of Winkler’s water.”
to COVID restrictions.
Developments happened in other
“But it all turned out to be a huge areas, as well.
success anyway. Besides sharing a
“There are nine municipalities that
slideshow of past construction mile- are heavily involved in agriculture,
stones, and a new video about PVWC,
including Rhineland,
several leaders spoke of
with 25 percent of totheir memories of the watal water usage going
ter co-op over the years.”
to hog barns. In fact,
PVWC co-chair Don
about 30 percent of
Wiebe and Midland MLA
"WE'VE BEEN
our water in that muBlaine Pederson oﬀered
nicipality goes to ag.
EXPANDING
their greetings to the auProducers use treated
dience. Past board chair
water because it inAND GROWING
Paul Peters, long serving
creases the eﬀect of
OVER THE LAST herbicides.”
board member Charles
Scharien, and past CEO
Archibald says there’s
30 YEARS IN
Sam Schellenberg also
been a major shift from
did some reminiscing.
RESPONSE TO
looking at it as just
A highlight was a video
water, to seeLOCAL NEED AND drinking
detailing the organizaing it as a path to future
tion’s growth through the
DEVELOPMENT." growth and developyears, and its ongoing dement.
velopment and goals.
“For example, Bunge,
PVWC began because of a huge the largest single customer in Altona,
need for water in the region. It was uses 10 liters a second and they’re informed in 1991 with 18 municipalities terested in expanding. If we want to
joining to supply potable water to all support future development, we have
their residents and businesses.
to look ahead, and upgrade the Le“This anniversary is a really signif- tellier plant to keep up with it. We’re
icant milestone for southern Mani- putting in a four-liter reservoir as we
toba, because of all the development speak, which will be ready for next
that was possible because of the water summer. We also have a project with
co-op,” says Archibald.
the Water Services Board to put in a
The ﬁrst 15 years were about devel- new pipeline to pull up out of a deep
oping the infrastructure.
spot in the Red River. That will triple
“When you go way back to the 90’s, our capacity, but then we also must
the ﬁrst step was buying the Letellier upgrade the plant, which could be
water treatment plant from the Man- another $35 million. It’s a signiﬁcant
itoba Water Services Board. They ex- project.”
panded and tripled in capacity, going
Archibald says people don’t really
from 32 litres a second to 96. Within understand the value of potable water
a couple of years, they built a brand- until they understand the complexity
new plant in Morris and a great big of the process to attain and produce
pond and put pipelines in all the it. They also don’t fully realize how
diﬀerent directions from the Morris much it has helped the Pembina Valplant to provide rural drinking water ley grow in the last three decades.
to that whole region. It was a huge
“These plants distribute water
undertaking.”
through a 9,000 square kilometer
When he came on board as CEO six distribution system across southern
years ago, Archibald said they began Manitoba. That’s a huge area and a
upgrading the Morris plant to a mem- lot of pipes.”

SUPPLIED PHOTOS
The
Pembina
Valley
Water Co-op gathered
community leaders and
supporters from across
the region in Altona Friday
night to celebrate its
30th anniversary. Veteran
board member Charles
Scharien
(right)
was
among those who shared
memories of the agency
through the years, as was
Sam Schellenberg (shown
below, right, with Midland
MLA Blaine Pedersen),
who was PVWC's very ﬁrst
CEO.

“It’s something you often don’t
give a lot of thought, unless there’s
a drought or a shortage. We’ve been
expanding and growing over the last
30 years in response to local need and
development. The eﬀect of having

good drinking water across the valley
has been huge. The economic impact
is strong, and if you look at development as things grow in Manitoba, it’s
going to be very important to have
adequate water.”

News or sports tip? E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888
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Altona author encourages all writers to chase their dreams
By Lori Penner

The Altona Library last week hosted
local author Caleb Winterburn, who
read an excerpt from his book, Ruin
Maker. He also led a discussion about
the pros and cons of being an author
and shared his personal thoughts on
storytelling.
Ruin Maker is a coming-of-age story
wrapped in an epic post-apocalyptic world, in which three teenagers
are forced to navigate the mysteries
and politics of a dystopian future, all
while they ﬁnd their own identity, uncovering a sinister plot that threatens
the entire globe in the process.
“The story is written with young
adults in mind, speciﬁcally between
the ages of 12 and 17, but I feel the
story has enough depth that science-ﬁction and dystopian lovers of
all ages would enjoy the plot,” Winterburn says, noting he intends it to
be the ﬁrst book of a series set in the
world he’s created.
His inspiration for writing the book
came from observing how common
people suﬀer during big historical
events.
“Oftentimes the real human element
is missing from news stories about
wars, or shifting ideologies. I know
that sounds grandiose, but I wanted
to write a story that showcased the
human experience at the ground level
during society-shifting events.
“I wrote it as a science-ﬁction story
because that’s the genre I know the
most about,” he shares. “I’ve been a
sci-ﬁ fan my entire life ... science-ﬁc-

“FINDING THE DETERMINATION TO CONTINUE WRITING DESPITE
THE STRUGGLE WITH YOUR OWN INSECURITY, THAT IS THE KEY
TO GETTING YOUR FIRST NOVEL COMPLETED.”
tion has always fascinated me, so it
felt natural to couch my human-interest tale with a sci-ﬁ twist.”
Winterburn says writing a book has
always been a dream of his.
“Circumstances in my life prevented me from actually putting pen to
paper until very recently. I have an
overactive imagination, and stories
tend to build up in my mind until I
ﬁnally express them through the written word.”
Winterburn encourages other writers not to allow the lack of a post-secondary education to hinder their
dreams.
“I really don’t think a degree in
writing or creative arts is necessary
to become an author. Sometimes I
imagine a degree would just hamper
the creative process. If you are thinking of writing a story, just do it. There
will always be detractors, don’t mind
them. If you have a tale that deserves
to be written on paper, that’s all that
is needed.”
When it comes to the process, Winterburn says you must be determined.
“There are so many challenges when
it comes to writing and publishing a
novel. First and foremost, your own

self-doubt. Finding the determination
to continue writing despite the struggle with your own insecurity, that
is the key to getting your ﬁrst novel
completed.”
A thick skin is also required.
“Not everyone is going to like your
story, and that’s okay. As long as you
like it, that’s all that matters.”
There are many things to arrange
and procure when self-publishing a
book, from cover design to proofreading to layout formatting.
“It can be a nightmare at times. The
key is to take your time and do research before you act. There are dozens of excellent blogs out there that
can help guide your self-publishing
journey.”
Caution is also key.
“Don’t spend any money unless
you’re absolutely sure the service you
are purchasing is legitimate and necessary, there are a lot of snake-oil sellers out there,” he says, noting he used
Amazon’s KDP service and highly
recommends it.
Beware of self-publishing companies oﬀering a free ISBN (identifying
serial number) along with their services, Winterburn warns.

PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE

Altona author Caleb Winterburn
recently paid a visit to the Altona
Library to discuss his new science
ﬁction novel, Ruin Maker. He was also
at the Winkler library on Tuesday.
“Do not accept those ISBNs. The
government of Canada oﬀers free
ISBNs to authors, all you have to do
is apply for an account online and
request an ISBN. That way the rights
to your creative work stay with you,
without any third party claiming a
piece of your material.”
You can learn more about Ruin Maker and Winterburn’s other work on
his website: https://burnedbywinter.
wixsite.com/website.

Giving Challenge raises thousands for local foundations
By Lorne Stelmach

It was a record-breaking Endow
Manitoba Giving Challenge week for
the Winkler Community Foundation.
The campaign where donations to
community foundations are stretched
by partial matching grants saw the
Winkler organization far surpass its
goal.
For every foundation in Manitoba, a
$5 donation last week was stretched
to $7 with an additional $1 each from
the Winnipeg Foundation and the
Manitoba government, to a maximum
of $2,000 per foundation.
Winkler also had a number of other
local supporters further matching donations received, turning that same $5
donation into $17.
They had set their sights on raising

$75,000, but were blown away to ﬁnd
they had raised a whopping $178,800
once the stretching dollars were factored in.
“The generosity was just unbelievable, and the support of our community made it really fun for me,” said
executive director Myra Peters. “It
was unbelievable. I was speechless.
I’m at a loss for words because it was
just incredible.
“Every dollar counts, and they all
add up to this large amount,” she
said. “We did have a few signiﬁcant
donors as well, so that did bring our
number up high. We had also some
new donors in there as well ... so we
really capitalized on the stretching
dollars obviously.
“We are just so thankful for the support of the community because we

are here to impact our community in
positive ways, and this will allow for
even greater impact in our granting to
local charities and community projects.”
Morden, meanwhile, came up a little short of last year’s tally of nearly $30,000, but it still gained over
$25,300 this year with the stretching
dollars, so executive director Lynda
Lambert is more than pleased with
the outcome.
“There were a couple new donors
this year, and a couple of one time
donors last year who didn’t donate
again,” she noted.
“I’m thrilled that people in the area
want to invest in the foundation and
invest in the future and leave a legacy
for Morden and help sustain organizations way on into the future,” Lam-

bert said. “It’s awesome ... I’m happy
about the whole thing.”
The Plum Coulee Community Foundation gained over $15,100, which
was down from just over $20,000 last
year but close to the approximate
$16,000 that came in the year before.
“We’re very happy with it,” said
foundation representative Moira
Porte “It’s less than what we collected the last two years, but it’s still over
$15,000 that we gained.
“We really appreciate what the Winnipeg Foundation and the Province of
Manitoba do for us to boost our fund,”
she said. “We’re really happy for all of
the community foundations.”
The results for the Altona Community Foundation was not available at
press time. We’ll follow up with them
in next week’s edition.

Check out the Voice online at www.winklermordenvoice.ca or altonavoice.ca
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New learning centre helping local families with kids on the autism spectrum
By Ashleigh Viveiros

A new learning centre in Winkler
aims to give children on the autism
spectrum a helping hand.
Clover Creek Learning Centre
(CCLC) set up shop at 455 Roblin
Blvd. East this summer. The non-profit organization oﬀers social interactive play sessions for kids focused on
building relationships and developing socialization and life skills.
“We ask parents what are some areas that you think your child might
need a little bit extra support in?”
explains CCLC educator Nolan Martens. “We’re really an extra resource
for families. We just try to use this
space and our teachers here in a way
that can suit the unique needs that
each child has.
“A few areas that pop up often are
deﬁnitely behaviour and emotions,
working on how can we learn to
control them and kind of recognize
our emotional state,” Martens says.
“Communication skills is a big one
as well. We have some students who
are non-verbal and then it goes all the
way up students who are very talkative. It’s amazing how unique every
child is.”
The idea for the centre came from
founder John Loewen, Martens’ father-in-law.
“He has a grandson who is on the
autism spectrum,” Martens says. “So
seeing him growing up and navigating some of the challenges and lack of
resources in the area and the wait lists
that come with some of the places in
Winnipeg, it’s a struggle that my family related to.
“We recognize that there is that need
in this area, so he started putting this

idea together that maybe we could
open something here locally and try
and help other families out.”
The family kicked the idea around
for a few years before taking the leap
this summer with space in a building
in the industrial park.
“We renovated it so it suits the style
that we need to support children with
ASD [Autism Spectrum Disorder],”
Martens says. “So we got our classroom set up, we’ve got a playroom,
and also a mini gym, a sensory room.”
CCLC currently welcomes families
for weekly one-on-one sessions of
about an hour to an hour and a half.
“We use that time to just put full focus on those areas identiﬁed by the
parents and try and make it as unique
to the child as we can,” Martens says.
“We try to base our sessions around
their interests so it’s a fun experience
for them ... that goes a long way towards helping students to learn.”
Right now they have nine families
accessing their services and several
more on a waiting list. They recently
hired a new teacher and hope to be
able to open things up to more families in the months ahead.
“The word is slowly starting to get
out there that we’re here,” Martens
says. “I think what we oﬀer here is
pretty unique and a lot of families are
excited to have this extra support locally. There is a great need in the Pembina Valley for this.”
The centre is looking at instituting a
ﬂexible fee structure to ensure every
family who needs their services can
aﬀord to access them.
“We know that can be a big barriers
for families, so we want to make sure
that we can get families in here and

PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
The centre has a mini-gym space kids can use to burn oﬀ some energy.

PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Educator Nolan Martens says the one-on-one social interactive play sessions Clover
Creek Learning Centre oﬀers kids with autism helps them learn to navigate their
feelings and improve their communication skills.

not have money be a deciding factor,”
Martens says.
“We opened this just to create a little extra help that families may need
and we want this place to be seen as
a place where their children can come

and have fun and feel supported and
be set up for success. We honestly
have a blast doing what we do. We
love our jobs here.”
Learn more about Clover Creek online at clovercreeklearningcentre.ca.

Manitoba Hydro applies
for rate increases
By Voice staﬀ

Manitobans will be paying more for
hydro in the years ahead.
Manitoba Hydro submitted its twoyear General Rate Application (GRA)
with the Public Utilities of Manitoba
(PUB) last week, seeking an electricity
rate increase of 3.5 per cent in each of
the ﬁscal years 2023-24 and 2024-25.
The agency is also seeking conﬁrmation from the PUB of the 3.6 per cent
interim rate increase it awarded in
January of 2022.
“While we know rising costs are
tough for many of our customers right
now, and that no one wants to pay
more for their energy, the rates we’re
asking for are necessary to ensure
we’re able to provide our customers
with the safe and dependable service
they need today and in the future,”
Jay Grewal, Manitoba Hydro’s president and CEO, said in a statement.
“These proposed increases will help
ensure Manitoba Hydro has the ﬁnancial resources available to handle the

risks created by our $24 billion debt
load, and factors that are out of our
control like ﬂuctuating interest rates,
export market prices and water levels.”
Grewal said the swings in Manitoba Hydro’s ﬁnancial situation are
potentially volatile and require more
steps to provide a safety cushion and
a path to long-term stability within a
fast-changing energy landscape. Last
year, for example, the utility experienced a $248 million loss while this
year it’s projecting net income of $559
million—a swing of $807 million. The
improvement for the current ﬁscal
year is due to higher precipitation
last spring resulting in higher water
ﬂows, and higher prices on the export
opportunity market.
Regular, predictable rate increases
will help minimize that volatility, reducing the risk of rate shock to customers in future years, Grewal said.
“Our customers have told us that
having those predictable rate increasContinued on page 16
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Coulee lights
up for the
holidays

PHOTOS BY
ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/
VOICE

Santa Claus made an
appearance at the
Plum Coulee tree
lighting festivities last
Friday. The evening
included carols, free
hot chocolate, and
a countdown to the
switch ﬂip that turned
on the downtown
Christmas lights.

> SHOEBOXES, FROM PG. 11
“They involved the whole school,
asked everyone to bring in donations. Kids were emptying their piggy banks,” Zammit says. “They have
only 72 students there and they raised
$1,200. Amazing.”
As families, church groups, and
schools dropped oﬀ their boxes last
week, Zammit heard again and again
how excited people were to support
this campaign. It’s become a Christmas tradition for many.
“They know it makes a big impact
on each child that’s receiving a shoebox,” she says. “And not only that
kid, but their families as well. Sometimes you hear about a child wanting
to give their mother a washcloth they
got, or a piece of jewelry. So one child
can receive a shoebox but a whole
family can be blessed, the whole community can be blessed.
“It’s something that we can do here
that’s such a simple thing, but it can
make such a big impact. It brings so
much joy.”
This year’s shoeboxes are headed
to West Africa, Central America, the
Philippines, and Ukraine.
If you missed out on ﬁlling up a
shoebox, it’s not too late to do so, albeit virtually. You can donate to ﬁll
a box online at packabox.ca until the
end of December.

Casera CU members okay merger with Access
By Voice staﬀ

Members of Casera Credit Union
have approved the recommended
merger with Access Credit Union.
The Nov. 10-15 membership vote
followed the completion of due diligence and a subsequent recommendation to merge from the boards of
both organizations. Access members

were not required to vote since Casera represents less than 10 percent of
Access’ total assets.
The favourable vote means that the
two credit unions will unite under the
Access Credit Union name and brand
on July 1, 2023.
“We’re pleased that our members accepted the board’s recommendation,”
said Robert Riddell, Casera’s board

chair, in a statement. “Throughout
the merger process, our goal was to
deliver a proposal advantageous to
our members, employees, and communities.”
“We are excited for our future with
so much in common,” said Access CU
board chair Kevin Beresford. “Working together, we will be able to oﬀer
more than just products, services, lo-

cations, and continued great rates. It
is conﬁrmation of our commitment
to continue serving our members and
communities with excellence.”
The newly merged credit union will
have more than $10 billion in assets,
over 168,000 members, more than 900
employees, and 56 branch locations.

BLSD hires from within for student services coordinator
By Voice staﬀ

Border Land School Division will
have a new student services coordinator in the new year.
The division announced Friday it
has appointed Franklin Rempel to the
position, eﬀective Feb. 6, 2023.
Rempel began his teaching career
as a classroom teacher at W.C. Miller
Collegiate in Altona in 2010. After six
years as a social studies and English
teacher, in 2016 he shifted into the position of resource teacher and took a
leading role in supporting inclusive
education, planning with students

and their families, and working with
Manitoba Education in English as an
Additional Language.
In a statement announcing his hiring, the division noted that Rempel

is “passionate about working from a
strength-based approach to support
inclusive learning environments for
all students.
“Franklin brings a strong work eth-

ic, dedication to building strong relationships with the school community and a commitment to continued
learning to this position.”

based on current projections for the
next two decades.
“Although this is only a rate application until the 2024-25 ﬁscal year, we
want to ensure the PUB has all the information it requires as it reviews our
submission and that we provide the
fullest possible picture of the scenar-

ios we’re most likely to face,” Grewal
said.
“Our commitment to our customers
remains as true today as it has in the
past: to provide safe, reliable energy
at a cost that remains among the lowest in North America and be as eﬃcient as possible as we do that.”

> HYDRO INCREASE, FROM PG. 15
es is important to them, so they can
more eﬀectively budget for their energy costs,” she said. “This GRA is an
important step in providing customers that predictability.”
As part of its GRA ﬁling, Manitoba
Hydro has provided the PUB with a
long-term ﬁnancial forecast scenario
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Turning on the Christmas lights
Winkler Mayor Henry
Siemens
(above)
ﬂipped the switch on
the Christmas decorations in Bethel Heritage Park last Friday night in a community
celebration that included Christmas carols from Garden Valley Collegiate choral
students, bonﬁres, and free hot chocolate and s'mores courtesy of the Quality
Inn.
PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE

Attention
Kids…

IIU completes investigation
into Winkler traffic stop injury
By Voice staﬀ

Manitoba’s Independent Investigation Unit (IIU) has cleared the Winkler Police Service in connection with
a collision that followed an attempted
traﬃc stop this summer.
On June 8, an oﬃcer attempted to
pull over the operator of a dirt bike
on a roadway within city limits. The
male suspect ﬂed and subsequently
struck a concrete curb, lost control,
and was ejected from the bike, sustaining a broken wrist.
As a broken wrist is deﬁned as a serious injury, the IIU was mandated to
investigate.
Investigators reviewed related police radio transmissions, reports, oﬃ-

cer notes, photographs, and the statements of civilian witnesses. They also
met with and interviewed two civilian witnesses.
Despite numerous attempts to speak
to the injured dirt bike rider, and
promises by him to arrange for such
a meeting, IIU investigators were unable to interview him nor obtain a
consent for the release of medical information relative to this matter.
The civilian director found no evidence to support a ﬁnding that there
is any level of contribution by the
Winkler Police Service oﬃcer to the
cause of the collision.
The aﬀected person remains before
the court on charges arising from the
incident.

What’s

Christmas story?

Pick one of the following themes and tell us your best story:
1. You walk into your kitchen to find … a snowman making hot chocolate
for your family! What happens next?
2. Describe the most beautiful Christmas tree you’ve ever seen.
3. It’s a snow day off from school! What will you do to make the most of it?
4. What are you most thankful for during the holiday season?

We have TWO grand prizes up for grabs!
One K-4 and one Gr. 5-8 student will each
win a free movie party at the local theatre for them
and five friends, complete with snacks.
Please include your first and last name, age/grade,
town, and full contact information on your entry.
Stories should be no longer than 700 words in length.
Send your story to: christmasstories@winklermordenvoice.ca
DEADLINE: Monday, Dec. 5, 2022
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Christmas parades through Morden

Mordenites braved the
cold weather Friday
evening to usher in the
Christmas season with
the annual Morden tree
lighting
celebration.
it kicked oﬀ with a
winter parade through
downtown
followed
by photos with Santa
at the Civic Centre,
outdoor
bonﬁres
handled by the Morden
Fire
Department,
snacks
and
hot
chocolate provided by
Giant Tiger, Councillor
Florian Lassnig turning
on the lights on the
town's Christmas tree,
and, ﬁnally, ﬁreworks.

PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE

NPC students bring Anne of Green Gables to the stage
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Northlands Parkway Collegiate
brings a musical version of a beloved
Canadian classic to the stage this
week.
The Winkler school’s choral and drama students perform Anne of Green
Gables: The Musical at the P.W. Enns
Centennial Concert Hall Nov. 24-26.
It’s the ﬁrst school theatrical production in three years, says drama director Angela Klassen.
“Our last one was Shrek in 2019,”
she says. As a result, there was certainly no shortage of students eager
to showcase their dormant theatrical skills. “There’s a lot of excitement
about being able to do this again.”
It’s very much a school-wide production, with a cast of 36 and countless more behind-the-scenes crew,

SUPPLIED PHOTO
A cast of nearly 40 teens from Northlands Parkway Collegiate performs Anne of Green Gables: The Musical at the Winkler
concert hall this weekend.

including staﬀ members and students
from NPC’s art, cosmetology, and
electrical programs.

The show is, of course, based on the
book by L.M. Montgomery about an
orphan girl who is sent to live with

siblings Matthew and Marilla CuthContinued on page 22
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Flyers best
Wolverines
4-1, twice
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Flyers made short work
of the Waywayseecappo Wolverines
in a pair of home-and-away games
over the weekend.
Playing in Winkler Friday night,
the home team added a 4-1 victory to
their record.
Trent Penner got the ball rolling with
the only goal of the ﬁrst period. The
Wolverines managed to tie it up with
one of their own midway through the
second, but Rhett Marchant pulled
Winkler back into the lead a few minutes later.
The ﬁnal period was all Winkler,
with two more goals coming in from
Nicholas McKee and Mike Svenson.
Winkler shooters had 40 shots on net
overall, while Flyers netminder Malachi Klassen faced down 38, making
37 saves.
The next night in Waywayseecapo
was a repeat score, though this time
around it was the Wolverines who
drew ﬁrst blood with an unanswered

PHOTOS BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
Winkler goalie Malachi Klassen keeps a close eye on the loose puck in Friday night's home game against the Waywayseecappo
Wolverines, which the Flyers won 4-1.

goal midway through the ﬁrst.
That was all they got, though, while
Winkler’s oﬀensive lines managed
three goals in the second (Dayton
Kiesman, Trent Penner, and Logan
Fillion) and one ﬁnal nail in the coﬃn
in the third courtesy of Zach Nicolas
a minute in.

Waywayseecappo had the edge in
shots this game 41-37, but Malachi
Klassen had an almost ﬂawless run in
net, making 40 saves.
With the pair of wins the Flyers
move up into second place in the
MJHL’s MGEU East Division this
week. Their record of 15-5-3-1 is good
for 34 points, which is two points
behind the Steinbach Pistons in ﬁrst

place. Nipping at their heels are the
Portage Terriers in fourth place with
32 points.
Winkler wraps up November with
a pair of road games over the next
week, playing at the Winnipeg Blues
this past Tuesday and in Selkirk
against the Steelers Saturday night.
They’re back on home ice Friday, Dec.
2 to host the Dauphin Kings.

Friday's game saw the Flyers go through warmups wearing Peace Begins at Home
jerseys in honour of Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Representatives from
Genesis House were on hand that night to talk about the services they oﬀer
the victims of domestic abuse. Left: The second-place winner in the shelter's art
contest, Danilyn Wiebe, was on hand to drop the puck alongside parents Kyle and
Audrey and brother Korbin and Flyers captain Trent Sambrook and Wolverines
captain Andrew Boucher. (Contest winner Alex, a Gr. 4 student from Minnewasta
School in Morden, couldn't make it that night.) Above: The national anthem was
sung by Gr. 2-3 students from Winkler Elementary School.
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Male Hawks extend win streak to five games
By Lorne Stelmach

The male U18 Pembina Valley
Hawks are now riding a ﬁve-game
win streak after sweeping their weekend home-and-away doubleheader
with the Eastman Selects.
The Hawks needed overtime to edge
the Selects 4-3 Friday in Beausejour
but then earned a 4-0 shutout Saturday in Morden.

Marek Miller scored the winner 4:32
into extra time in game one for Pembina Valley, who tied it up in the third
period to force overtime.
Jayden Penner, Sebastian Hicks and
Liam Goertzen also scored for the
Hawks, who were outshot 45-35 but
got solid goaltending from Bryson
Yaschyshyn with 42 saves.
Raiden LeGall then got the 29 save
shutout Saturday for the Hawks as

they took period leads of 1-0 and 3-0.
Hicks collected a powerplay goal
while Ty Love scored shorthanded
with the other goals coming from
Carter Campbell and Kam Thomas.
Eastman held a slight 29-28 edge in
shots on goal.
Pembina Valley maintained their
hold on fourth place at 13-4-2 for 28
points, which has them even with the
Winnipeg Thrashers, who however

have one more victory. Yellowhead is
trailing the Hawks by four points.
The Hawks next face a tough challenge with another home and home
doubleheader with the Brandon
Wheat Kings, who are in ﬁrst place,
having won 16 of 17 games so far.
They ﬁrst face oﬀ Friday in Brandon
and then Saturday in Morden.

Female Hawks down Lightning, fall to Chiefs
By Lorne Stelmach

The female U18 Pembina Valley
Hawks were on both ends of 3-1
games this past weekend.
They edged the Interlake Lightning
by that score Saturday in Stonewall
but then fell by the same count to the
Yellowhead Chiefs Sunday in Shoal

Lake.
The Hawks took 1-0 and 2-0 leads on
the Lightning in periods one and two.
The Hawks got goals from Caitlin
Anderson, Gracie Carels and Zenith Vanstone, while Jessica Anderson chipped in a pair of assists, and
Kaylee Franz stopped 13 of 14 shots

on goal.
Yellowhead broke open a 1-1 game
with two unanswered third period
goals Sunday.
Naomi Scharf scored the lone
Hawks’ goal in the ﬁrst period, and
Kasia Rakowski made 31 saves while
Pembina Valley had 31 shots on goal.

The weekend split leaves the Hawks
in sixth place at 4-10-1 for nine points,
which is one ahead of Interlake and
two behind Eastman.
The Hawks have only one game this
week with the Central Plains Capitals
Saturday in Portage.

Altona Maroons, Morden Bombers post SEMHL losses
Maroons face Aces,
Bombers take on
Beavers, Royals play
at Wild this week
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The local South Eastern Manitoba
Hockey teams had a tough go of it
this past week.
Altona fell to Carman 7-5 last Thursday night while Morden suﬀered a
3-2 shootout loss to Ile des Chenes
Sunday afternoon. The Winkler Royals didn’t play.
The Altona-Carman game saw Justin Augert get the Maroons up on the
board early in the ﬁrst period, but
the Beavers responded with a trio of
goals to take the lead.
Tristen Dueck closed the gap with
the only goal of the second period,
scored with 37 seconds left on the
clock, and then Augert got his second
of the night 27 seconds into the third
to tie the game at 3-3.

Carman made it 6-3 with a ﬂurry of
goals in the ﬁrst ﬁve minutes, and Altona spent the next 15 minutes playing catch-up.
Goals from Altona’s Robert Guimond and Skylar Klassen nearly got
them there, but with the clock counting down and the Maroons’ net empty for the extra man, Carman got one
more goal to secure victory.
Cole Kehler made 50 saves in net for
Altona as Carman narrowly outshot
the Maroons 56-55.
The Morden-Ile des Chenes game

was equally hard-fought.
After a scoreless ﬁrst period, Morden ended the second frame up 2-1
thanks to goals from Evan Wuerch
and Mike Rey.
It then took all the way until the very
end of the third period (18:26) for the
Northstars to sneak the tying goal
past Morden netminder Reed Peters,
forcing what proved to be a fruitless
overtime. The ensuing shootout then
broke Ile des Chenes’ way.
Peters made 52 saves oﬀ 54 shots in
net for Morden. His teammates ﬁred

28 the other way.
With that, the SEMHL standings a
month into the season have Ile des
Chenes (5-1), Ste. Anne (4-2), and
Winkler (3-3) in the top three spots,
respectively.
Morden is in seventh place with a
2-2 record but also a couple games in
hand. Altona is in 10th and last place
with one win, ﬁve losses thus far.
This week, Altona hosts Ste. Anne
on Thursday, Winkler plays at Red
River Friday, and Morden is in Carman Saturday night.

Twisters fall short against St. Vital Victorias
By Lorne Stelmach

They battled hard against one of
the MMJHL leaders, but the Pembina
Valley Twisters came up just short last
week.
The Twisters at least gained a point
in falling 6-5 in overtime to the Victorias Thursday in St. Vital.
Pembina Valley led 2-1 after one, but
the game was tied 3-3 after 40 minutes, and St. Vital eventually scored

the winner 3:12 into overtime.
Brett Bergman, Derek Wiebe, Cody
Clark, Riley Goertzen, and Nico Vigier scored for the Twisters, while Matt
Grysuik made 27 saves with Pembina
Valley holding a 36-33 edge in shots
on goal.
The Twisters remain mired in ninth
place at 4-8-1-1 for 10 points, which
has them ﬁve up on the last place
Raiders and two behind St. Boniface

and three back of Charleswood with
both Stonewall and Charleswood just
four up.
The week began Tuesday for the
Twisters with a visit to Charleswood.
The results were not available at press
time.
Pembina Valley is at home in Morris to welcome the Raiders this Friday
and then heads to Transcona to take
on the Railer Express Sunday.

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Morden Christmas Cheer collecting donations
By Lorne Stelmach

The Morden Christmas Cheer Board
is preparing for what might be a record-breaking year.
Volunteer directors share they’re
expecting a number of factors might
mean a signiﬁcant increase in the
need for hampers this holiday season.
“We’re anticipating there is going
to be a need for more this year,” said
chairperson Carolyn Schellenberg,
pointing to diﬃcult economic conditions but also especially the inﬂux of
newcomers.
“When you think even of all the
people from Ukraine who have been
coming over, we are anticipating an
increase ... there’s so many who are
coming just about every day.”
Delivery day last December saw 276
packages of gift cards distributed to
families in need around the community.
The move from hampers ﬁlled with
food to grocery gift cards was done,
in part, to lessen the number of volunteers that needed to gather amidst
pandemic restrictions. The change
was well-received and so the board
has decided to stick with it again this
year.
“We are going with [gift cards] again
this year in part as we have so many
diﬀerent culture groups coming into
the community, we don’t know what
their needs are,” said Schellenberg.
“This is what we have done the last
two years, and it’s worked well, so we
are carrying on with it.

ABOVE PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE

Above: The Morden Christmas Cheer Board volunteers. Right: Tye Dandridge-Evancio at
PHAC with the donation box for art supplies for youth.
“This year, we are including toys again.
We haven’t done that the last couple of
years. We want each child for sure to
have a toy. That’s important to us.”
The Cheer Board works with Morden
Co-op, Giant Tiger, Pharmasave, Morden
Dollar Store, Kroeker Farms (The Potato
Store), and community donations to ensure all individuals have their needs met
for the holiday season and feel the support and care from their community.
In addition, the Pembina Hills Arts
Council is doing an art supply drive
for teens in partnership with the Cheer
Board. From now until Dec. 11, it is accepting new or gently used art supplies
(suitable for artists 13 and up) at either
the gallery or Morklers.

Applications for hampers are available
in the lobby at the Morden Civic Centre and online at www.mordenchristmascheer.com. The application deadline
is Dec. 6. Hamper delivery will be Wed.,
Dec. 14. Volunteers are needed to help.
Recipients can expect gift cards and
some non-perishable food items along
with toys, books, and craft supplies for
children.
The Morden Fire Hall will have a drop
oﬀ spot for donations Monday to Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. throughout December. There will also be donation boxes at Giant Tiger, Morden Legion, Morden Activity Centre, and Shear Bliss and
other locations around the community
until Dec. 12.

PHAC PHOTO

Show off your tree decorating skills in Morden next week
By Lorne Stelmach

The Pembina Hills Arts Council together with the City of Morden and
St. Pauls United Church is oﬀering a
little bit of holiday fun with a chance
to win a prize package.
They are jointly hosting a tree decorating contest that will be held at the
church Saturday, Dec. 3, with voting
then taking place over the following
few weeks.
“The trees will remain up for two
PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE

From
left:
Liza
Isakov,
new
administrative co-ordinator for the
Pembina Hills Arts Council, decorates
the gallery tree with Tricia Dyck,
outgoing administrative co-ordinator.
PHAC and the City of Morden is hosting
a tree decorating contest at St. Paul's
United Church Dec. 3.

weeks, and photos will also be up
on Facebook and people will have
the chance to cast their votes for
their favorite tree,” said Tye Dandridge-Evancio, PHAC programs and
outreach co-ordinator. “It’s a fun holiday thing but with a tie-in to art. It’s
a tradition we can invite the whole
community to participate in.”
The idea came through City of Morden event co-ordinator Lili Krushel,
who was on set for a Hallmark movie
that was ﬁlmed in Morden and which
featured a Christmas tree decorating
competition.
“She brought the idea to us, and we
leapt at the chance to do something
like this,” said Dandridge-Evancio.
The idea then got a boost when the
Morden Community Thrift Store donated a bunch of trees to be decorated. A number of local businesses have
Continued on page 22
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Local support makes Minnewasta School playground a reality

PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Funding from the Morden Community Thrift Store and Morden Area Foundation
helped Minnewasta School build its new natural playground. Above: Students
thanked reps from the two organizations for their support last week.
By Lorne Stelmach
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The support of two local organizations made
a new school playground structure possible in
Morden.
The Morden Community Thrift Store and Morden Area Foundation each contributed $10,000
towards the natural playground at Minnewasta
School.
It came in at a cost of $24,500, so the two grants
really made it happen sooner rather than later,
noted Rhonda Plett, a member of the school’s
parent advisory council, which spearheaded the
project.
“Lots of fundraising has gone on,” Plett said.
“We liked the natural playground idea, and we
had the great support of the thrift shop and the
foundation to make this dream a reality.”
She explained that the idea had been in the
works for a few years, and the need for it was
made especially clear during the pandemic.
“Because of COVID, we were separated into
three cohorts, and the one cohort and the one
area didn’t have anything to play on.”

The advisory council also liked the idea of
having a natural playground, which uses wood
and more natural materials and blends into the
space.
“It’s not a steel structure,” Plett explained.
“They can be closer to $80,000 or $100,000, and
that just wasn’t feasible right now with our budget or fundraising capabilities. And there is the
ability to add on to this play structure because it
is a custom build for the area.”
“It’s lovely. It’s really nice,” said thrift store
board vice-president Francee Last-Stambuski.
“We thought that this was a really good project
for our money to support the school and keep
the kids entertained on the school grounds.
“The natural playground idea is great,” agreed
foundation representative Allison Braun.
“It’s always good for the foundation to support children in our community,” she said. “We
want to encourage as much outdoor time as
possible ... this helps expand the outdoor play
options, and it’s a place to bring the community
together outdoors.”

> ANNE OF GREEN GABLES, FROM PG. 18
bert in the ﬁctional town of Avonlea, Prince Edward Island.
The musical version of the story was written by Donald Harron with music by Norman
Campbell.
“It’s the one that always plays in Charlottetown,” shares Klassen, noting the kids have
been having a blast preparing for the performances. They’ve been rehearsing since shortly

after school started in September.
“For people who love Anne of Green Gables,
it’s still the same story as the book, but with music,” Klassen says.
The show runs nightly at 7:30 p.m. this Thursday through Saturday.
Tickets are available online at www.winklerconcerthall.ca or in person at the NPC oﬃce.

> TREE DECORATING CONTEST, FROM PG. 21
supported the event as well with donations for
the grand prize package.
People are invited to sign-up in teams of up
to four. There is a limit of eight teams. Register
online at https://www.pembinahillsarts.com/
events/holiday-tree-decorating-contest or in
person at the gallery.
Each team needs to come up with a decorating
theme and bring everything they need to make
it happen on the day of the event. They’ll get

their decorations back once the contest is over.
The public is invited to view the decorated
trees in person or online at www.mymorden.
ca/events to vote for their favourites between
Dec. 3-15.
“Decorating a tree can have an art to it, and it’s
also a community-minded thing to get people
involved,” said Dandridge-Evancio. “It’s just
meant to be a fun, holiday thing around the tradition of decorating a tree.”
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New home for Faith Mission

PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Faith Mission in Winkler cut the ribbon on its new home at 520 Circle K Drive on Saturday. Left: Doing the honours was Mayor Henry Siemens (centre), ﬂanked by
mission founder Jake Elias (right) and special guest Alex Janzen from the mission's sister charity in Germany. Right: The dedication ceremony was followed by an
open house with tours of the new facility. "We're very, very blessed to be in this community, to have this opportunity to share God's love with the rest of the world,
as we have tried to do for almost 30 years now," said Elias, sharing they had just sent a shipping container—their 275th overall—ﬁlled with clothing, soup, and other
aid supplies to Ukraine last week and they expect to be able to send another this week.

Morden Festival of the Arts to host full sessions next spring
By Lorne Stelmach

The Morden Festival of the Arts is
planning its ﬁrst full-ﬂedged program
since the pandemic began.
It is exciting for the festival to be
making its return given its importance to the local musical and artistic
community, suggested organizers.
“It feels good ... and hopefully it
will all go smoothly and as planned,”
said longtime committee leader Erika
Dyck. “On an average year, we would
have around 500 to 600 festival entries, so we’re hopeful that everybody
will get back at it and participate
again.”
The festival had two years of cancellations due to COVID restrictions and
a shortened version this past year.
Now in its 48th year, the Morden
Festival of the Arts is a volunteer-run
registered charity that provides a
venue for performance, instruction
and adjudication in the areas of band,
strings, sacred, piano, vocal/choral
and French and English speech arts.
The aim is to foster and promote
continued interest, growth and development of talent within the arts.
The festival keeps entry fees as low as
possible to encourage all the children
of our community to share their love
of the arts.
“Some of the younger ones haven’t
had a festival experience for the last
few years, so it’s a good thing for
them especially,” noted Dyck.
“When it comes to music, a lot of the
students spend a lot of time practising, and it’s nice to be able to perform

what you practise. For choirs, as well,
they’ve had a few years of not having
live concerts,” she added. “When it
comes to speech arts, there are kids
who really love to speak in front of
other people, and some don’t love
it as much ... but they still need and
want that opportunity.”
The tentative schedule for 2023 is for
the strings, sacred evening, and piano
sessions to take place in March followed by band, vocal/choral, speech
arts, and the hilights concert in April.
The Morden Festival of the Arts uses
the Associated Manitoba Arts Festivals provincial syllabus for all classes
and numbers. A copy of the syllabus
can be found at all Morden school
libraries as well as at the Morden
branch of the South Central Regional
Library.
A listing of speech arts selections
and the associated class and number
can be found on the festival website,
and copies of speech arts selections
are available at each of the school libraries.
Piano, strings, sacred and vocal registrations are generally done through
the students’ private music teachers.
New this year, performers can take
part multi-age/multi-level classes for
adjudication only (no marks will be
given and they will not be eligible for
awards or provincial recommendation).
Entry forms and submission details
are available online at www.mordenfestivalofthearts.com.
A festival volunteer will be at Maple

Leaf School on Jan. 25 and at École
Morden Middle School Jan. 26 to assist with speech arts entries with cash
or cheque payments.
Jan. 27 is the ﬁnal deadline for all
2023 festival entries.
The Morden Festival is fortunate to
have a hard-working and dedicated
group of volunteers who serve on

the committee year-round, but it is
always looking for new volunteers to
get involved. Anyone interested in assisting at individual sessions can call
volunteer coordinator Marlene Britton at 204-823-0794.
For more information, head to the
festival website or contact Dyck at
204-823-0208.

24

The Voice Thursday, November 24, 2022

Classifieds

Book Your Classified Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard
scrap, machinery and
autos. No item too
large! Best prices paid,
cash in hand. Phone Alf
at 204-461-1649.
LAKESIDE
FLIGHT ACADEMY
Want to learn how to
fly? Lakeside Flight
Academy is the most
affordable in Canada.
Recreational, private
and commercial certificates. We offer flight
training and ground
school (air law, navigation,
meteorology,
aeronautics
general
knowledge). Call 204642-4799.

SNOWBLOWER
FOR SALE
John Deere snowblower with electric start.
$500. Call Peter at 204325-4880.
WINKLER
MUSIC ACADEMY
Accepting music students year round for
electric/acoustic
and
bass guitar as well as
music theory for all instruments. Enrol anytime. Visit www.winkler
musicacademy.com or
call 204-331-3722.

NOTICES
URGENT
PRESS
RELEASES - Have
a newsworthy item
to announce? Having a Christmas/winter event? An exciting
change in operations?
Though we cannot
guarantee publication,
MCNA will get the information into the right
hands for ONLY $35 +
GST/HST. Call MCNA
204-947-1691 for more
information. See www.
mcna.com under the
“Types of Advertising”
tab for more details.

Please support our advertisers

SHOP LOCAL

NOTICES
BOOK YOUR CHRISTMAS ADS NOW! Advertise NOW in the 32
Weekly Manitoba Community
Newspapers
to get your messaging
to be seen all over the
province! Seasonal hiring? Have a service to
offer? Selling something? Grand opening?
Have an on-line store?
Let people know in the
Blanket
Classifieds!
Call 204-467-5836 or
call MCNA at 204-9471691 for more details
or to book ads. MCNA
- Manitoba Community
Newspapers Association. www.mcna.com

take a break
> GAMES

Sudoku Answer
Crossword Answer

WANTED
WANTED: Old advertising dealership signs,
gas pumps, globes,
pop machines, light
ups. White Rose, Red
Indian, Buffalo, North
Star, Case Eagles. etc.
Collector paying TOP
PRICES. 306- 2215908.

BOOK
YOUR
ANNOUNCEMENT

Voice

The

Winkler

Morden

Call 467-5836 Email

ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

HEALTH
Are you suffering from
joint or arthritic pain? If
so, you owe it to yourself to try elk velvet
antler capsules. Hundreds have found relief.
Benefits humans and
pets. EVA is composed
of proteins, amino acids, minerals, lipids and
water. Key compounds
that work to stimulate
red blood cell production & cartilage cell regeneration & development. Stonewood Elk
Ranch Ltd., 204-4678884 or e-mail stone
woodelkranch@mymts.
net

Please support our advertisers

SHOP LOCAL
Maintenance/Caretaker
Couple or Person Required
Relocate to SLIMS CABINS
NE Saskatchewan
Full Time. Year Round.
Main camp road access plus boat in
& y in outposts. Large, heated, well
equipped shop to repair or fabricate
almost anything. Troubleshooting,
mechanical, heavy equipment
operation, plumbing, electrical,
carpentry, welding, etc.
If you possess a lot of skills, enjoy
a rural location, are motivated,
responsible, independent and
respectful, this may be your dream
lifestyle/employment.

Trucks, Trailers,
Truckbeds & Tires
 -\SS9LWHPY :HML[PLZ
 =LOPJSL7HY[Z;PYLZ 
>OLLSZ
 ;YHPSLY7HY[Z )H[[LYPLZ
 :HSLZ-PUHUJPUN
3LHZPUN 9LU[HSZ
EBY Aluminum:
 .VVZLULJRHUK
)\TWLY7\SS*H[[SL 
,X\PWTLU[;YHPSLYZ
 ;Y\JR :LY]PJL)VKPLZ
 .LULYH[PVU.YHPU;YHPSLYZ

KALDECK TRUCK
& TRAILER INC.

Any excessive alcohol consumption
(beyond social) or substance abuse
is not welcome at our shing/
hunting camp.

1-888-685-3127

Call 204 937 4007

www.kaldecktrailers.com

Hwy #1, MacGregor, MB

CLUES
ACROSS
PUZZLE
NO. 524
1. India’s “City of Lakes”
54. Yonder
27. Overpowering
7. Large marine mammals
respect
57. Exact
13. Used to carry belongings when
28. "____ of the
59. Grabbed a bite
traveling
Spider Woman"
61. Having two feet
14. Rechristens
30. Influence
63. Work for nine
16. Equally
31. Northern
64. Rose spike
17. Heavy plant-eating mammals
32. Weasel
65. Percentage
19. Millihenry
33. Barbers' trim
66. Not right
20. Japanese immigrant to N.
34. Newsreel maker
70. Cathedral part
America
35. "Eyes of Laura
71. "____ Sematary"
22. Deep, red-brown sea bream
____"
72. Makeshift bed
23. Norse gods
37. Soft fabric
73. Loiter
25. Peppermint and pekoe are two
39. Pin-up girl
74. Run into
26. Auguste __, founder of
40. Blame
76. Bee chaser
positivism
43. College vine
78. Use a bench
28. Self-immolation by ﬁre ritual
44. Adult scrod
80. Head
29. High-resolution microscope
45. Whetstone
81. Prompter's
(abbr.)
47. Sheer curtain
offering
30. Wide metal vessel used in
fabric
cooking
49. Mechanic's milieu
31. V-shaped open trough
52. Body
33. People of southern Benin
Copyright © 2010, Penny Press
34. People of southern Ghana
85. Farr's feature
48. Dizziness
36.ACROSS
It’s a signiﬁcant creed
Steeple
part
50. Mexican
86. Lease
38.1.Period
between
eclipses
food
item
6.
Pouchlike
part
87.100
Attack
35. Sends packing in a boxing
2. Equal to
grams
40. Furies
51. Reason 3. S-shaped moldings
Venetian ruler
match
41.9.Emerged
Anglers' boots
DOWN
37. Taxi
4. Hawaiian
cliff
43.13.Philippine
Island 53. Buzzing insect
55.
Purplish shade
1. has
Gulpone
38. Decorative Russian tea urn
5. Everyone
44.15.Where
wrestlers battle Roll
17. Poet Pound
56. Gauzy fabric
2. Tropical
rodent
39. North American Great Plains
6. Subatomic
particle
45. Unhappy
18. Glacial cover
57. Moonlike
3. Roman date
natives
7.
Ghost
47.19.Central
European
river
Embarrass
58. Untrue
ANSWER
PUZZLE NO. 524
4. Family
42.TO
Seize
8. Adult female
birdroom
48.20.Language
Sow's mate
60. Circle around
5.
Gay Nineties,
e.g.
43.
A
passage
with access only at
9.
Greek
temple
pillars
51.21.Semitransparent
gemstone
Fuel for KITT
62. Aquatic mammal
Bro or sis
one end
10. Emits6.coherent
radiation
53.22.Forming
in a bottom64.
layer
Hat
Rapid ____
7. Cry of dismay
46. Cut a rug
55.24.Distinct
region
Mulligan
____
67. Skirt panel11. Measures the width of printed
8. Large dwellings
47. Devil rays
matter
56.26.Broad
Zip blades
68. Bad actor
9. interval
Society gal
49. Bubble up
12. Musical
58.27.Leavened
Allied by bread
nature
69. Straightforward
10. Atmosphere
50. Veranda
13.
Tantalizes
59.29.Inﬂuential
cosmetics71.
exec
Theft
"The ____ is
52. Outcast
worship
60.31.Exclamation
of surprise mightier . 15.
Enchant
. ." Places of layer
11. Wheat,
for who
one
54. Car mechanics group
actor
61.34.EraIron,
freee.g.
of war
72. Poorly lit 18. An unskilled
12. Ahead of
Manners
55. Realm
overacts
64.35.One
who helps professors
75. Of the ear
schedule
Desert retreat
77. Cleanse 21. One who volunteers
57. A place to get off your feet
to help
65.36.Idealistic
14. Tear apart
Dress for Caesar
59. Popular music awards show
67.38.Ornamental
plants 79. Convert to24. Precaution
15. Tyke
a cryptogram
Militarize
62. Consumed
26. Beverage
holder
69.41.Grouped
16. Bamboozle
Apelove this street 82. Go up
63. A way to make cooler
27. Very long
period of time
70.42.Kids
23. Revenue
83. Dinghy support
44. Place
of worship
66. Thus
30. Bullﬁghting
maneuvers
CLUES
DOWN
Ire
Equestrian's
68. Indicates it’s been registered
32. More 25.
critical
1.46.
Beloved
houndleash 84. Muss
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SALES CAREER
OPPORTUNITY
Looking for a dynamic,
highly motivated individual
to join our sales team.
UÊÊ/ iÊÃÕVViÃÃvÕÊ
V>``>ÌiÊÜÊÌ ÀÛiÊ
Ê>Êv>ÃÌÊ«>Vi`ÊÃ>iÃÊ
iÛÀiÌÊÜ iÀiÊ
ÜÀÊiÌ VÊ>`Ê>ÊÃÌÀ}Ê
VÕÃÌiÀÊÃiÀÛViÊ
`i>Ê>ÀiÊÀiÜ>À`i`°Ê
>Ì>}ÊÀiÃ«iVÌi`Ê
Ài>ÌÃ «ÃÊÜÌ Ê>Ê
iÝÃÌ}ÊVÕÃÌiÀÊL>ÃiÊ
>`ÊLÕ`}ÊiÜÊiÃ°
UÊÊ*ÀviÃÃ>]Ê
`i«i`>Li]ÊiiÀ}iÌV]Ê
}>ÀiÌi`]ÊÜiÊ
À}>âi`]ÊÃivÃÌ>ÀÌiÀ]Ê
V>ÊÜÀÊÜÌ Ê
`i>`iÃ]ÊVÀi>ÌÛiÊ
>`ÊvÀi`Þ°Ê*>ÃÃÊ
ÃÊ>ÊÊÕÃÌÊ>`ÊÃ>iÃÊ
iÝ«iÀiViÊ>Ê>ÃÃiÌ°
Email resume to:
bigandcolourful@mts.net

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!
50,000 BATTERIES
IN STOCK
*Auto *Farm *Marine
*Construction *ATV
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Phones *Computers
*Solar Systems & design
* Everything Else!

SENIOR RENTALS

SENIOR RENTALS

Garden Park Estates

OAK WEST ESTATES
HAS 1 SUITE AVAILABLE.

1 bdrm with a den, 1085 sq. ft. 1 ½
bath. Open spacious ﬂoor plan, in
suite laundry hook ups, indoor heated
garage parking available, and more.
Email Cindy at cindyek@mts.net
for more information.

1240 sq. ft., 1 bdrm with a den,
2 bathrooms, walk in closet, in suite
laundry hook ups, indoor heated
garage parking available, and more.

BOOK YOUR
ANNOUNCEMENT

EMPLOYMENT

has one suite available.

Winkler

Morden

Call 467-5836 Email

ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

CAREERS

Altona

MCC
THRIFT SHOP

EMPLOYMENT

0DLQ6WUHHW$OWRQD$OWRQD0&&#JPDLOFRP
Seeking applications for

STORE ToMANAGER
apply:
Pick up application form at
10 Main St. and return in person
or email with resume to altonamcc@gmail.com.

204-324-8323 or 204-324-3862
DVNIRU&RUQ\)HKU

HOME FOR SALE - SPRUCE BAY

Beautiful Home For Sale in Winkler
Asking $389,900

1390 St. James St.
Winnipeg

TF 1-877-775-8271

Get The
Job Done!

www.batteryman.ca

Biz
Cards

COMING EVENTS

Craft &
Vendor

Call 204-467-5836

Sale

December 4, 2022
Days Inn Conference Center
945 Navigator Road
Silent Auction & 50/50
Silver Coin Entry Fee

Email Cindy at cindyek@mts.net
for more information.

Voice

The

THE BATTERY MAN

11 am – 4 pm
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ody
Auto B
e
Suppli s

Paint &
Supplies

email: info@besman.ca
1000 Dugald Road
www.besman.ca 204-615-3050 (One block west of Lagimodiere)

Lovely, well maintained home on quiet Spruce Bay. Close
to schools and bicycle trails. Custom built in 2001, 1205
sq. ft. with open concept design and main ﬂoor laundry.
New kitchen appliances in 2022, new shingles in 2018,
ceramic tile ﬂoors, maple kitchen cabinets, 4 bdrms (2 up
and 2 down), 3 bathrooms incl. 4 pce ensuite. Fully ﬁnished
basement with large rec room; oversized double garage all
on a 70x120’ lot with mature trees and perennial gardens.
Call Travis Penner at Crocus Real Estate at 204-361-5039.
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Announcements

Book Your Classified Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
DEVOTION

IN MEMORIAM

Devotion
If you do not know
Jesus before you die,
Heaven will not be
your home.
COMING EVENTS

JOB
FAIR

Gateway Resources is looking for you to
join our expanding team! We are hosting
a job fair on December 1st from 3pm -6pm
at our Main Office site located at 1582
Pembina Ave W in Winkler.
Do you have a desire to support people
with intellectual disabilities?
Please feel free to pop in during that time
to meet us and drop off a resume. Full and
Part time positions available. Most positions are in our residential departments
spread throughout Winkler or Morden.
Positions include evening shift (3-11pm)
or Overnight shifts. Some weekend work
is required for full and part-time staff. We
have positions available that can fit into
any person’s schedule. Positions range in
hours from 20-80 hours bi-weekly. Casual
positions also available.

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!
COMING EVENTS

Fundraiser
Valley Mennonite Academy
Chortitz

Dine-in and Take-out
Soup & Pulled Pork & Pie

Sat., Nov. 26 4:30 - 7:00 PM
Sommerfeld Mennonite Church
189 2nd St., Winkler, MB
Proceeds go to General
Operating Fun of the School
VMA is non-government funded
all donations are greatly appreciated

Sophia Davidson Carruthers Dell
Thinking of you
-Ralph, family and friends

Reporter/Photographer
Wanted
Are you a natural born storyteller with an eye for
photography and a passion for community news?
Carman-Dufferin Standard is currently seeking
a full-time reporter and photographer to join
its multi award-winning weekly community
newspaper.
We are looking for someone who is both
motivated and passionate about being the best
outlet of interesting and breaking news stories
and event coverage in the Carman-Dufferin area
and surrounding area communities.
Qualiﬁcations:
UÊÊÊ«ÃÌÃiV`>ÀÞÊ`i}ÀiiÉ`«>ÊÊÕÀ>ÃÊ
or equivalent experience in a related ﬁeld
UÊÊ-ÌÀ}Ê« Ì}À>« ÞÊ>`ÊÜÀÌ}ÊÃÃÊÜÌ Ê>Ê
interest in social media
UÊÊ-ivÃÌ>ÀÌiÀÊÜÌ ÊÌ iÊ>LÌÞÊÌÊiÝiÀVÃiÊÃ`Ê
news judgement
ÊUÊÊLÌÞÊÌÊiÃÌ>LÃ Ê«ÀviÃÃ>ÊÀi>ÌÃ «ÃÊ
to consistently source and write a wide range
of stories and cover events in a fair, balanced
and accurate manner
UÊÊLiÊÌÊÜÀÊLÌ Ê`i«i`iÌÞÊ>`Ê>ÃÊ>ÊÌi>Ê
on a ﬂexible work schedule including both
evenings and weekends to meet our weekly
editorial deadline
UÊÊ Ý«iÀiViÊVÛiÀ}ÊVÕVÊ>`ÊÃV ÊL>À`Ê
meetings
UÊKnowledge of CP Style and about the Interlake
and its surrounding communities would be an
asset
Please forward your resumé along with
three writing and photography samples to:
Lana Meier
>\ÊiÜÃJÃÌiÜ>ÌiÕÌÀLÕi°V>

Remember Your Loved Ones
with an Announcement in the
Call 204-467-5836 or
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

STANDARD
The Carman-Dufferin

OBITUARY

Rheal (Nick) Gerald Joseph Messner
1962 – 2022
Rheal passed on Tuesday, November 15, 2022 at his residence
surrounded by his family.
He is survived by his wife of 35 years, Adele; his children, Jaclyn
(Brady) and Breanne (Chris).
Rheal was born July 2, 1962 in Swan Lake, Manitoba to Gerald
and Leda Messner. He was the eldest of seven siblings. Nick
spent his childhood in Somerset, Manitoba. After he married
Adele Cassels in 1987 they moved to Winnipeg where he received
his Autobody repair diploma. They later moved to Manitou and
he purchased his own body shop. After selling his shop he was
employed at his dream job of running a grader. He loved building
roads across Ontario and Manitoba. He started his last job at the
RM of Thompson in 2018. He was finally able to have a job he
loved, work with great people and be at home. Nick still enjoyed working on cars. He rebuilt many
cars for his girls, and he finally rebuilt one of his own. He made himself a 1967 rat rod that he was
so happy to complete and ride in.
We want to thank his brothers, Alain and Serge, for always being there when Nick needed them,
Flo for being his breakfast partner, Brenda and Lyndon for being such great friends, our camping
friends for always being there for laughter and fun and to all friends and family for your calls and
visits. Thanks also to CancerCare and especially to the palliative team who treated us with so
much respect. Jackie and Breanne, you meant the world to your dad. He loved you and was so
proud of you. We could not have made it through this difficult time without you. Rest easy Nick,
Titan was waiting for you.
As to Rheal’s wishes, a private interment will take place.
Wiebe Funeral chapel, Morden
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhome.com

Your memory will live forever Engraved within our hearts
COMING EVENTS

“What A Gift”
An evening of

GOSPEL focused Hymns, Hymn
Stories, and a Gospel Message.
Buhler Active Living Centre
November 29th
6:45 pre-meeting piano Prelude
7:00-8:00 singing and message
Come younger and older –
ALL WELCOME
Bring your voice and a Bible –
No offering
“And thou shalt call his name JESUS:
for he shall save his people from their
sins.” Mathew 1:21
“For the wages of sin is death, but the
Gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord” Romans 6:23
Hosts: Ron Burley and
Daren Walker
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We Provide:

CHAMBER
MEMBER
SPOTLIGHT

Business loans, Business Plan Assistance.
Call us today to start & expand your business

1-877-472-7122
www.cfheartland.ca
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HORIZON
EARTHWORKS
EXCAVATION
CONTRACTOR

493 - 9th Street South
Morden, Manitoba
(204) 384-1103

www.mordenchamber.com
15 Thornhill St., Morden

822-5423
Call 822-OUCH (6824)
to book your
appointment
484 Stephen Street,
Morden

mordenphysiotherapy.ca

In-store brewing now available
204-822-6069 or gmaddock@mymts.net

www.brewnsip.com
Proud to serve this community!
re Trail
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Winkler, MB
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YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Morden’s Furniture Store
continues to meet rising demands
Morden’s Furniture Store has come a long way
from its modest beginnings seven years ago.
Annie and Henry Giesbrecht started selling
items from their garage back in 2015.
“We had sold our place and had a bunch of
stuff to sell, it all sold really quickly,” recalled Annie Giesbrecht. “We realized there was a need for
more affordable furniture options in this area.
“We had met a couple in Winnipeg who had
been in the furniture industry for over 35 years
at that time, and they gave us a couple pointers, so we picked up a truckload of furniture,
brought it to our garage and sold it as if it was
a garage sale.
“We quickly outgrew our garage because there
was a high demand for it. We moved into a 500
sq. ft. space, and we were there for just three
months before we outgrew that as well.” The
business quickly grew into a former location
on North Railway and, a year ago, moved to its
current spot on 7th St. in downtown Morden.
“I’ve had the option of growing the business, but
the idea has always been to keep it small so that
we don’t have that large overhead, and we can
continue to offer the best prices,” Giesbrecht explained.
“The way we run our business has always been
somewhat unconventional. We had done some
research and realized most folks went looking
for deals, many were going to Winnipeg, we had
the idea to save consumers the trip and shop at
home,” she said. “We realized that by keeping the
prices down we could offer Winnipeg pricing
right here at home.” Morden’s Furniture Store
offers a whole range of things—from furniture,
mattresses, appliances and more.
“We get a lot of folks coming in who are looking for specific items, with a little research and
with the connections we’ve made over the years,
more often than not, we can meet those needs,”
Giesbrecht said, noting they work with a couple
local suppliers and a local manufacturer as well,
and can have some custom builds done for customers.

PHONE 822-5478
32 Stephen Street,
Morden
Morden (204) 822-6588
309 Stephen St.

YOUR LOCAL LAWYERS

Workplace Partnerships:
204-361-6857
rbamford@wem.mb.ca
WEST Training Centre:
204-332-1884
west.winkler@wem.mb.ca

Color

Annie Giesbrecht of Morden’s
Furniture Store says they strive to offer
quality furniture at affordable prices.

“We’ve added to that lineup. It started with
bedroom furniture; but we also do things like
entertainment units, futon beds, end tables and
more she noted. “We listen to our customers and
add to our lineup according to the requests that
we are getting ... if we can’t find it, why not build
it?”
The store recently revamped its website. It
features items that they know they can get to
customers quickly, in no more than two weeks.
“We’ve learned a lot from the pandemic as well ...
with people having to wait so many months for
a simple product,” Giesbrecht said. “I’m focusing
on product that I know I can bring in quickly.”

881 Thornhill St.,
Morden

moonlightconstruction.ca

Morden Business Awards Gala
January 26, 2023 mordenchamber.com
#shoplocal #shopmorden
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4X4 SEASON IS HERE!

2022 Honda Pioneer
LOW MILEAGE

2019 F-150 LARIAT 4X4

•2
2.7L
7L ECOBOOST V6
• APPLE CARPLAY/ANDROID AUTO
• HEATED/VENTILATED LEATHER
• HEATED STEERING WHEEL
• TRAILER TOW PACKAGE
• PUSH-BUTTON & REMOTE START
• 62,000 KM

JUST IN!

In Stock

STK W11340A

JUST IN

1000 - 5 Passenger
Side by Side Trail Edition

2019 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT
3.6 ENGINE, 6 SPEED AUTO,
ONLY
7 PASSENGER SEATING, FRONT & REAR $
A/C & HEAT, 29,000 KM’S, LOCAL TRADE
+ TAX

35,988

STK W11390A

JUST IN

STK#
TK#
# 22U094
4

2019 BUICK ENVISION PREMIUM AWD
2.0 ENGINE, 9 SPEED AUTO, LEATHER INTERIOR,
HEATED SEATS, POWER LIFTGATE,
POWER SUNROOF, REMOTE START, 74,000 KM’S,
BALANCE OF FACTORY WARRANTY

2020 F-150 XLT 4X4

• 5.0L V8
• APPLE CARPLAY/ANDROID AUTO
• TRAILER TOW PACKAGE
• TAILGATE STEP & BEDLINER
• PRO TRAILER BACK-UP ASSIST
• 6 PASSENGER W/ FLIP-UP CONSOLE
• 38,000 KM

$

42,900
PLUS PST/GST
STK# 22U080

$

ONLY

35,992 + TAX
STK W11313A

JUST IN

POWERFUL PERFORMANCE, 999 CC TWIN,
FUEL INJECTED, 2 WD, 4 WD AND A TURF
MODE, FOX QS3 SUSPENSION, POWER
STEERING, TILT BOX, 2500 LB TOWING

Be ready for whatever
winter throws at you

2020 GMC SIERRA DENALI 3500HD CREW DUALLY 4X4
6.6 DURAMAX DIESEL, ALLISON AUTO, LEATHER
INTERIOR, HEATED & COOLED SEATS, POWER
SUNROOF, HEADS UP DISPLAY, 112,000 KM’S,
BALANCE OF FACTORY WARRANTY

$

ONLY

85,937 + TAX

Honda
Generators
10,000 w
Electric Start,
3 year warranty

STK W11250A

JUST IN

2020 F-150 XLT SPORT 4X4
•2
2.7L
7L ECOBOOST V6
• APPLE CARPLAY/ANDROID AUTO
• HEATED CLOTH SEATS
• TAILGATE STEP & BEDLINER
• TRAILER TOW PACKAGE
• REMOTE START
• 92,000 KM

$

44,500
PLUS PST/GST
STK# 22U082

2018 CHEV SILVERADO LT 1500 CREW 4X4
5.3 ENGINE, 6 SPEED AUTO, FRONT
BENCH SEAT, DRIVER’S POWER SEAT,
HEATED SEATS, TOW PKG, 95,000 KM’S,
BALANCE OF FACTORY WARRANTY

INQUIRE FOR

PRICE

Need a backup plan?
We have what you need.
Reliable backup

Honda Generators

Permit #2816

WAYNE

Since 1955

Permit No. 1162

KURT MILLER
kurt@jpb.ca
Bob Derksen

Brian Derksen

Konrad Friesen

Mackenize Hamm

690 MEMORIAL DRIVE • 325-4777
WWW.HOMETOWNFORD.CA

HENRY BLATZ
henry@jpb.ca

KEVIN TALBOT
kevin@jpb.ca

ROBERTO KORT
roberto@jpb.ca

1-888-305-8917 • 204-325-9511
W W W . J A N Z E N C H E V R O L E T. C A

SCOTT

CHUCK

BILL

HONDA
CHUCK

JODY
WAYNE

JODY

GREG

honda.ca

WWW.SOUTHLANDHONDA.COM
1-877-246-6322 • 325-7899

Permit #9725

*Honda Loyalty Program, **Lease Rate, ***Vehicles not exactly as pictured.

