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PKF Lawyers, Manitoba’s law firm. Providing 

trustworthy, expert, real-world results since 1924. 

Ready to serve today, tomorrow, always. pkflawyers.com
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Public transit Public transit 
comes to Winklercomes to Winkler

City councillors and staff  took the new Winkler On-City councillors and staff  took the new Winkler On-
Demand Transit van for a ride last Thursday ahead of Demand Transit van for a ride last Thursday ahead of 
its launch to the public this week. For the full story, its launch to the public this week. For the full story, 
see Pg. 3.see Pg. 3.
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Public Skating
Hours

Gretna Arena

WEDNESDAYS 5:00 PM - 7:30 PM

FRIDAYS 5:00 PM - 8:30 PM

CJ Dyck Arena, PlumCoulee

FRIDAYS AND SUNDAYS

4:00 PM - 7:30 PM

FORARENA BOOKINGS:

204-324-5357 EXT 2
OFFICE@RHINELANDMB.CA

Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Date and times are subject to change.

Giving Challenge raises thousands for local foundations
By Lorne Stelmach

Local community foundations are 
pleased with the response to the 2024 
Endow Manitoba Giving Challenge.

The annual campaign encouraged 
residents to make donations to their 
local foundations between Nov. 12-17, 
and every gift was stretched with ad-
ditional funding from the Winnipeg 
Foundation and the Manitoba gov-
ernment. Many participating founda-
tions also had further matching con-
tributions from local companies.

The Winkler Community Founda-
tion had one of its best tallies ever at 
about $148,000, including the match-
ing dollars. That is second only to the 
$181,000 raised in 2022.

“It was a very good year, and we beat 
our goal, which had been $60,000,” 
noted executive director Myra Peters. 
“So that will have an impact on our 
community and granting for years to 
come.

“We are very thankful for our busi-
ness community that stretches the 
dollars, and we know that our com-
munity members are excited to have 
their gifts go even further because of 
the stretching dollars. It’s something 
our donors wait for every year,” she 

suggested.
“Each year our donor numbers 

grow, and that’s one thing we were 
trying to focus on ... for more people 
to know who the Winkler Communi-
ty Foundation is and what we do in 
the community and the impact that 
we have.”

The Morden Area Foundation re-
ceived approximately $34,500 in gifts 
from 60 donors. The stretch funds 
bring that total to about $48,500.

Co-ordinator Maia Vicente noted 
their campaign was boosted by a 
$10,000 contribution from the estate 
of Harold Bollenbach.

“And there is the fact that we also 
increased the number of donors this 
year,” she added. “So it was a positive 
response from the community.”

In Plum Coulee, contributions came 
in through the annual soup and pie 
fundraiser along with online dona-
tions. In all, the foundation brought 
in $12,900, which became  $16,900.

“Our goal was $18,000, so we didn’t 
quite make our goal, but we’re still 
very happy with what we did and 
what we took in,” noted Plum Cou-
lee Community Foundation treasurer 
Moira Porte. “We consider it to be a 
signifi cant amount for the commu-

nity, and we actually did have quite 
a few new donors, which is always 
nice. It adds to our granting every 
year, and it benefi ts all the diff erent 
organizations that apply for grants in 
our community.”

The Morris Area Foundation 
brought in just over $40,000 in all 
from 90 donors.

“Every size of donation is extremely 
important to us, and we’re very hap-
py,” said chairperson Curtis Evenson. 
“We’re really pleased with it ... it’s just 
humbling to receive all this support, 
so we’re very grateful for all the sup-
port.”

The Altona Community Founda-
tion received about $42,000 from the 
week, which is down a little bit from 

last year’s record-breaking amount.
“We’re happy with that, and we’re 

grateful for people’s generosity,” said 
board vice-chair Al Friesen. “We tied 
it in with our 30th anniversary cele-
bration, so we intentionally chose 
Giving Week to hold our reception ... 
and we made our granting announce-
ment.”

All of the foundations see the Giving 
Challenge as a great chance to boost 
their endowment funds. 

“It’s a good opportunity for all com-
munity foundations to kind of focus 
our attention on the fundraising op-
portunity,” said Friesen. “The excite-
ment we generate now can also spill 
over towards other end of the year 
contributions.”
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Shoe Repair

YOUR WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE

Service & Selection Guaranteed
Company charges welcome (must be arranged ahead of time) GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

 Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday 9:30am to 4:00 pm

BLACK FRIDAY SPECIALS!

WINTER BOOTS 
FOR THE  

WHOLE FAMILY

 2025% 
OFF

WESTERN HATS
20% OFF
SHIRTS & 

SWEATSHIRTS
JEANS TAX INCL
BUY 2  20% OFF

CANADA 
WEST 

WESTERN 
BOOTS

20% OFF

YES WE HAVE
BLUNDSTONE!!

NATS WINTER 
BOOTS

& MITTS 

20% OFF

CLARKS MERRELL
& KEEN FOOTWEAR

25% OFF

Don’t let this 
One Pass You 

By!  Book 
Now & Save!

New England/Maritime Tour
May 25-June 

19,2025 
Early booking discount 

$100! Book by 
Dec. 30 to qualify 

Tour Includes: 
22 meals | Niagara Falls | 1000 Island Cruise | Mount Wash-

ington Cog Railway (New Hampshire’s most epic adventures) 

Franconia Notch State Park | Cannon Mountain Aerial Tramway 

Reversing Falls | Hopewell Rocks | Peggy’s Cove | Lunenburg 

Confederation Bridge | Prince Edward Island | Salem | Iconic 

Plymouth Rock | Tour Mayflower 11 | Boston| USS Constitution 

JFK Presidential Library | Picture Rock Cruise | A few of the 
events. Double $5195 | Solo $7575 Deposit $300 per person

Full details available on the website.

204-415-4500
office@anytymetravel.com 
www.anytymetravel.com

Anytyme Travel and Tours

Winkler On-Demand Transit in operation starting this week
By Ashleigh Viveiros

After years of community feedback 
and planning, Winkler fi nally has its 
very own public transportation sys-
tem.

Winkler On-Demand Transit launch-
es this week, with the public able to 
begin booking rides starting at 6 a.m. 
on Wednesday, Nov. 27.

The 30-month pilot program de-
signed to gauge the mobility needs in 
the community has been a long time 
coming, says Mayor Henry Siemens.

“We have wanted for years to do 
something, and for a variety of rea-
sons, it’s always taken longer than we 
had hoped,” he said. “Even this year, 
when the council put budget towards 
this at the very beginning of the year, 
our hope was that by mid-year or so 
we would be running.”

It took a little longer than that to get 
the details worked out, but the day 
has fi nally come to launch.

“We’re excited now to be at this 
point and to be able to start and to be 
able to go,” Siemens said. “I think as 
people get used to the idea of tran-
sit being available in Winkler, we’re 
going to have a fairly good uptake. 
We’ve got tremendous traffi  c on our 
social media channels on our website 
already.”

The way it works is users (who 
must be at least 13 years old to ride 
unaccompanied) can book a ride any-
where within Winkler city limits or to 
the Boundary Trails Health Centre for 
$5 one way. 

Bookings can be made through an 
online app called Blaise, online at 
www.blaisetransit.com, or by phone 
at 431-451-4900. Payment can be done 
through the app via credit or debit 
card or in exact change to the driver.

One shuttle van will be out on the 
road during operating hours, with 
space for eight passengers (including 
one wheelchair-accessible seat; the 
main van also has a lift). There is also 
a six-passenger back-up van in case of 
maintenance to the main vehicle (the 
backup vehicle has space for a fold-
able wheelchair).

The service will run Monday to Fri-
day from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Satur-
days from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. There is no 
service on Sundays or on holidays.

“We leaned heavily on Transdev, 
who won the contract, to help us de-
termine when we can expect to have 
ridership,” Siemens said, noting it’s 
expected the most rides will be need-
ed for people going to and from work 
and then perhaps out running errands 
on Saturdays. “We have already ne-
gotiated with Transdev that if the de-
mand is there and the growth is there, 

used to tweak things as necessary 
and, eventually, help city staff  fi gure 
out exactly what the community’s 
permanent transit system should look 
like moving forward.

“This entire piece is about learning 
as much information as we can to 
make sure that whatever long-term 
[system] we have in Winkler that it is 
right-sized for our community,” Sie-
mens said.

“The single biggest thing that we 
need out of this is to fi nd out where 
people are moving from and to, and 

at what time do they want to do 
that?” he added. “We have a three-
year pilot right now that we’re going 
to roll out and learn as much as we 
possibly can.”

The cost of this service over the next 
few years is about $750,000. The City 
of Winkler is paying $250,000 of that, 
with the rest covered by a grant from 
the Federation of Canadian Munici-
palities.

Coun. Marvin Plett, Winkler’s rep 

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Winkler city councillors and city staff  with the new WInkler On-Demand Transit 
van, which hits the streets this Wednesday.

that we can expand those hours.
“If in fact we’re so successful that 

we have a lineup of people waiting 
all day every day to go for rides, then 
we’ll have to make some decisions at 
that time,” the mayor added, noting 
there is the potential to add addition-
al vehicles as well as hours, as long as 
council can come up with the funding 
to do so.

This system is similar to a ride-
share, where multiple users might 
get picked up to and from their des-
tinations. There are no set routes, bus 
stops, or timetables—when you book 
your ride you’ll be given an estimate 
for when the van will reach you and a 
notifi cation as it’s about to arrive.

“One of the things we’ll have to re-
member is that this is not like jump-
ing in our own car and being able to 
go somewhere in fi ve or ten minutes,” 
Siemens said. “It’s not like calling a 
taxi and having a taxi be there fi ve 
minutes later. There is a ride shar-
ing element to this. It will pick you 
up from where you are and take you 
where you want to go, but you may 
not be the only person in that vehicle. 
It may stop to pick up somebody else 
on its way to where you are.”

Rides can be booked up to 15 min-
utes before you want to leave and as 
early as seven days in advance.

“It’s surprisingly easy to do,” Sie-
mens said. He and other members of 
council booked a test ride from City 
Hall to the Meridian Exhibition Cen-
tre and back last week. “You have to 
invest a little bit of time into down-
loading the app and getting it set up. 
After that, it’s quite user friendly.”

Riders will be able to provide feed-
back on the system, which will be 

Continued on page 9
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December 8, 4:00 pm
P.W. Enns Centennial Concert Hall 

783 Mountain Avenue, Winkler

Directed by Howard Bredin
with special guests

The Chapel Brass & Male Chorus

SUPPORT-RAISING 
CONCERT

Concert & Si
ng-Along

Free Admission

A free-will offering 
will be collected.

onehopecanada.ca/events
1-888-960-2580

By Lori Penner

Recruitment and retention were part 
of the discussion at Mennonite Colle-
giate Institute’s (MCI) annual general 
meeting on Nov. 18.

A crowd of about 120 attended the 
event, eager to discuss strategies for 
growth and fi nancial stability for 
the Gretna Christian private school, 
which has seen fl uctuations of both 
since it was founded 134 years ago. 

Steering the meeting were two new 
members of the MCI leadership team: 

principal Londa Backlund and CEO 
Chris Harms.

Backlund joined the faculty in July 
of this year and brings an extensive 
education background, including 
teaching at an independent Christian 
school in Winnipeg and her home-
town public school in MacGregor.

Harms brings with him over 17 
years of leadership experience. He 
previously served as executive direc-
tor of Pembina Valley Bible Camp.

With respect to the institution’s rich 
history, both administrators have been 

ment and retention of students, edu-
cation and program excellence, clar-
ifying MCI’s identity, and engaging 
with stakeholders.”

He noted that sustainability has been 
a challenge at the school for years. 

“One of the things we discussed is 
the need to increase our voice and 
engagement with churches and com-
munity members. We have a very 
loyal membership, and it’s been 
long-standing, which we really appre-
ciate. But it’s evident that they alone 
can’t carry the weight and the needs 
of the school. So, we want to increase 
that base and enlarge our outreach.” 

A big part of that will be reaching 
out beyond the communities they 
typically connect with. 

“We’ve got a very strong support 
base within the Mennonite churches 
in the area, and even some further 
west and north,”  Harms said. “But 
currently there’s also a small engage-
ment with some of the churches in the 
Winkler/Morden area. We feel there’s 
a lot of opportunity for growth. Our 
focus will be in that direction.”

Program excellence is another piece 
of the puzzle. 

“We want to evaluate why we do 
what we do. We want to set a stan-
dard where people can grow under 
that structure and in that structure,” 
Harms said. “We get a short window 
with these kids to invest in them and 
build into them. Our goal is to not just 
focus on them here but set them up 
for success when they go from here, 
as well.”

Harms says they also want to give 
stakeholders a clear message of their 
mission, and their relevance. 

“We’re struggling to gain enough 
students to make it viable, and fi -
nancially it’s been a real challenge. 
So it’s time to connect with people in 
the broader community and how do 
we partner with others. We’re excited 
to see how God wants to breathe life 
into the future, and lead and guide 
the school and how He wants to im-
pact these kids far beyond their four 
years here.”

During the roundtable discussions, 
a common theme was the lack of com-
munication. 

“They felt they weren’t fully aware 
of the struggles and the direction of 
the school,” Harms shared. “There 
has been a communication gap over 
time. People are interested in devel-
oping relationships. The school has 
gone through a lot of leadership tran-
sitions in the last number of years. 
Leaders then did a great job. Now 
we’re trying to learn and move the 
school forward ... we need to recon-
nect those relationships, while being 
aware that we need to engage with a 
broader community.”

With a current enrollment of 47 stu-
dents, they are substantially below 
their ideal target of 150. As they grow, 
Harms said they also need to consider 
the amount of dorm space as opposed 
to students who commute. 

“As attendance has dropped over 
the years, there are still expenses that 
don’t change. No matter how many 
kids you have, you still need to heat 
the place. We still want to off er the 
classes and options, so that means we 
still need the teachers. If you have a 
class with only a few students instead 

 SUPPLIED PHOTO BY JANNA WIEBE
Mennonite Collegiate Institute CEO Chris Harms 
and principal Londa Backlund.

Mennonite Collegiate Institute charts future path

seeking ways to address the 
decline in attendance and 
support the last number 
of years, with a mission to 
bring fresh clarity to the di-
rection of the school.

Harms said the meeting 
included a presentation 
on strategic planning and 
round table discussions, 
which led to thought-pro-
voking questions and in-
sights from attendees. 

“We introduced the fi ve 
strategic pillars we want to 
focus on moving forward: 
fi nancial stability, recruit-

Continued on page 10
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By Voice staff 

Police have put a warrant out for the 
driver of the semi-truck that killed a 
Rhineland area mother and her child 
earlier this month.

On Nov. 20, RCMP charged Navjeet 
Singh, 25, of Brampton, Ontario, with 
two counts of dangerous operation of 
a motor vehicle causing death as well 
as obstructing a peace offi  cer in rela-
tion to the Nov. 15 two-vehicle colli-
sion at the intersection of PR 201 and 

PR 306 outside Altona.
The RCMP investigation determined 

Singh had failed to stop at the inter-
section. The eastbound semi he was 
driving collided with a southbound 
SUV being driven by a 35-year-old 
woman. She was pronounced de-
ceased at the scene. Her eight-year-
old daughter was taken to hospital, 
where she succumbed to her injuries.

Singh was transported to hospital, 
where he was treated and released.

Since then, police have been unable 

to locate Singh, who was believed to 
be in Winnipeg. As a result, a Cana-
da-wide warrant has been issued for 
his arrest.

Anyone with information on the 
whereabouts of Singh is asked to 
contact their local police service or 
the Pembina Valley RCMP at 204-
822-5469, call Crime Stoppers anony-
mously at 1-800-222-8477, or submit a 
secure tip online at www.manitobac-
rimestoppers.com

Warrant issued for semi-truck driver in fatal crash

“We will be looking for more 
ways to engage the community”

By Lorne Stelmach

There has been a lot for Anita Wiebe 
to get a handle on in her fi rst year as 
executive director of Central Station 
Community Centre.

Wiebe refl ected recently at the agen-
cy’s annual meeting on having lots to 
learn in the past 12 months and how it 
has felt like a whirlwind for her.

“It was a really big learning curve, 
but it was one of those things where 
the board was strong with their mes-
saging coming in and where they 
wanted to go, and so it was a matter 
of getting up to speed and being able 
start to answer as 
many questions as I 
was asking.

“For me, a lot of it 
has been just con-
necting with the com-
munity,” said Wiebe, 
who emphasized 
how she was “follow-
ing the lead that the 
board had set out in 
moving towards not 
just alleviating poverty in the city of 
Winkler but moving towards reduc-
ing it.

“It is really kind of looking at what 
are the root causes of poverty and 
how can we start to address some of 
those things,” she continued. “It’s one 
of those things where it seems super 
overwhelming, and you don’t know 
where to start, but if we’re able to 
start identifying some of those things 
and working on things a little bit at a 
time, we feel like we can start to help 
make the shift.”

The meeting presented a fi nancial 
report that showed a year-end defi cit 
of just over $61,000 for 2024.

Overall revenue declined from 
$1,343,195 to $1,149,399, and the 

breakdown shows donations and 
grants as well as fundraising reve-
nue declined, but the organization 
also gained $82,500 in provincial 
grant money along with a big boost in 
funds from the Winkler Community 
Foundation.

Expenses meanwhile rose from 
$1,096,160 to $1,210,893, including an 
increase in wage costs and facility ex-
penses but also a decrease in general 
and administrative expenses.

It was noted there had been more 
money put into developing and reno-
vating their space at 555 Main St., and 
Central Station overall has been mak-

ing a strategic eff ort to 
build up a cushion and 
help ensure its sustain-
ability.

The budget for 2025 
outlines revenues of 
about $982,000 and 
expenses of around 
$920,000 for a pro-
posed surplus of about 
$62,000.

Wiebe went on to 
highlight how the various programs 
and initiatives of Central Station are 
built around three key areas where 
they feel they can make an impact on 
addressing the level of poverty: men-
tal well-being, housing stability, and 
economic stability.

“We know with those three things, if 
we can kind of help to support fami-
lies in those three key areas ... those 
that have the desire ... are able to 
move from the point of poverty to be-
ing able to start thriving in a diff erent 
way,” she said. 

“If we’re able to start putting some 
strategies in place to be able to help 
people move beyond worrying about 
those day to day things all the time ... 

we feel we’ll be able to impact the lev-
el of poverty in Winkler in a diff erent 
way.”

Board chair Phillip Vallelly touched 
on the idea of wanting Central Station 
to be a place of refuge and to always 
be a welcoming space where no one is 
left behind or left out.

The overall hope is to help encour-
age self reliance, build lasting change, 
and build sustainable independence 
for people by investing today to cre-
ate opportunities for tomorrow.

“We have learned to take the long 
view ... we know we’re in this for the 
long haul,” said Vallelly, who empha-
sized it requires a lot of partnerships.

Wiebe echoed that sentiment, citing 
the example of partnerships with or-
ganizations like the Winkler and Dis-
trict Food Cupboard.

“We have over a hundred volun-
teers,” she added. “There’s not many 
organizations, non-profi t organiza-
tions, that have that kind of volun-
teer base to be able to just support so 
many initiatives.”

Looking ahead, Wiebe highlighted 

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Central Station Community Centre board chair Phillip Vallelly and executive 
director Anita Wiebe at the annual general meeting last week.

Central Station Community Centre holds AGM

their plan to introduce a social impact 
report on bringing poverty to light on 
Feb. 6.

“We’re shifting into year two of our 
poverty reduction plan, so part of that 
is just going to be a lot of community 
engagement ... that will be a big focus 
... we will be looking for more ways to 
engage the community.” 

“WE KNOW WE’RE IN 
THIS FOR THE LONG 
HAUL.”
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Letter policy

N
o, I’m not leaving. 
Stop celebrating. 
I realize reading 
the headline that 
it could be miscon-

strued. Here’s what I mean: I 
am saying goodbye to all the 
good luck we’ve been having.

It is Nov. 15th as I am writing this 
column and it is 10 degrees outside. 
Crazy. Unreal. We 
have yet to see 
any snow. I am 
not complaining, 
merely observing.

Also, have you 
noticed that as of 
the date I am writ-
ing this the Win-
nipeg Jets have a 
15-1 record right 
now? The strongest 
opening for a team in NHL history. 
Ridiculous. 

I am pleased (and just as shocked 
as everyone else) that the only team 
the Jets have lost to are the mighty To-
ronto Maple Leafs. As a Leafs fan this 
pleases me to no end. We have to take 
what we are given.

I would like to suggest a correlation 
between no snow and a successful 
Jets season. Further to this I would 
suggest that once the snow falls so fall 
the Jets’ fortunes. It almost sounds 
like a Shakespearean witch’s curse. 

As a person without a shred of su-
perstition (which I have written about 
previously) I am not concerned in 
the least that my little column would 
have any sort of supernatural eff ect 
on the Jets. 

Goodbye good luck
However, those of you who sport 

playoff  beards and stop washing 
your underwear during the Stanley 
Cup please feel free to blame me for 
any future Jets failures. I am happy to 
take it. 

While I have never understood 
sports superstitions, I am happy to 
mock them mercilessly. Feel free to 
send in letters to the editor about 
your own superstitions and I promise 
to mock them for you as well.

You know what isn’t a superstition? 
This weird weather we’ve been hav-
ing. Sure, warm starts to winter come 
and go, but the annual trend upward 
is defi nitely concerning unless you 
are looking forward to planning the 
odd palm tree in your yard at some 
point in the next 20 years. 

Again, this whole climate change 
scenario has me somewhat con-
fl icted. Given the abundance of 
peer-reviewed research and data, hu-
man-driven climate change is clearly 
a reality we have to face. Yet I must 
admit, somewhat sheepishly, to en-
joying the warm November days 
we’ve had thus far.

Just last night my wife and sister-in-

law and I enjoyed a warm, leisurely 
walk along Morden’s Stephen Street 
for the annual Wrapping Up a Mor-
den Christmas, where participating 
businesses stay open to the shocking-
ly late hour of 9 p.m. and off er dis-
counts, etc.

It was wonderful to wander the 
packed street in relative warmth go-
ing from store to store buying stuff  
and conversing with acquaintances 
without worrying about frost bite. 

But back to the matter at hand. If 
you were a superstitious person you 
will by now believe I have cursed the 
Jets’ remaining season after the fi rst 
snow falls, and you are now cursing 
me. 

This is fi ne. I will be okay enjoying 
the lack of snow the same way you 
enjoy the Jets’ success: while it lasts.

[Ed note: Since this column was writ-
ten, and as of press time Monday, it has 
not only snowed (a lot) but the Jets have 
lost games to the Lightning, the Panthers, 
and the Predators. Thanks a lot, Peter)

By Peter 
Cantelon
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New homes for First Nations 
members going up in Winnipeg
By Lorne Stelmach

A government funded initiative will 
provide a housing option for Roseau 
River Anishinaabe First Nation mem-
bers in Winnipeg.

Representatives of the federal gov-
ernment, City of Winnipeg and Par-
agon Living in partnership with Ro-

seau River Anishinaabe First Nation 
Trust last Friday announced a com-
bined investment of $38.5 million in 
funding for 95 new homes in Winni-
peg.

The Chancellor, located at 939 Chan-
cellor Drive in Winnipeg, will be a 
seven-storey building with one, two 
and three bedroom apartments, and 

38 of the 95 units will be aff ordable 
with rents below 70 per cent of the 
median market rent.

The aff ordable apartments will be 
open to Roseau River Anishinaabe 
First Nation membership fi rst before 
being made available to the general 
public. 

Construction began this summer 
and is expected to be completed with-
in 18 months.

The facility will feature heated un-
derground and surface parking, an 
outdoor common patio space and a 
residents lounge and multipurpose 
room for small events. Most units will 
have a balcony, and all will have in-

suite laundry as well as included wa-
ter and high-speed internet. 

“We’re excited to invest in this 
building to build a brighter future for 
Roseau River university students, se-
niors, and others who wish to live in 
Winnipeg,” said Gary Roberts, chief 
of Roseau River Anishinaabe First 
Nation. “We envision a building that 
is a welcome home for members of 
the general public as well and feel this 
kind of development is an exemplary 
way to move reconciliation forward 
in a positive way that benefi ts every-
one.”

 SUBMITTED PHOTO
Dignitaries at the future site of The Chancellor, an apartment complex in 
Winnipeg that will provide aff ordable housing for members of the Roseau River 
Anishinaabe First Nation.

THE POWER OF KINDNESS
In the heart of Morden, a quiet rev-

olution is waiting to unfold which is 
not powered by grand gestures, but 
by the gentle, transformative force 
of kindness. In today’s fast-paced 
world, kindness often gets over-
shadowed by the pressures of daily 
life. Yet, its potential to touch hearts, 
transform lives and build a positive 
thriving community.

Picture a cold, blustery morning 
on Morden’s streets. A simple smile 
shared with a stranger, the off er of a 
warm clothing to someone braving 
the cold or holding the door open 
for someone juggling too many 
bags. These small acts of kindness 
may seem inconsequential, but they 
matter. They are the seeds of change. 
When we extend kindness, it creates 
a ripple eff ect, inspiring others to 
pass it forward.

Consider the story of myself. One 
afternoon, I stood in a long line at a 
local grocery store, worrying about 
how I would stretch my remaining 
cash. The woman in front of me no-
ticed my anxiety and quietly paid for 
my groceries. That single moment of 
compassion didn’t just lighten my 
burden, it sparked a commitment 
in me to help others in need. People 
know me with a general quote that 
kindness is a general language that 
everyone even animals understand 
better than English language.

Kindness is not only contagious 
but also transformational. Scientif-
ic studies have shown that acts of 
kindness release oxytocin, some-
times called the “love hormone,” 
which reduces stress and fosters 
feelings of connection. This explains 
why people often feel a “helper’s 
high” after doing something good 
for others. Imagine if everyone in 
Morden embraced kindness as a 
daily practice, how much lighter 

our collective spirits would feel and 
how much stronger our bonds as a 
community would become.

Kindness doesn’t always require 
material giving. It can be as sim-
ple as taking the time to listen. In 
Morden, there’s a man named Mr. 
Osorios who often sits on the park 
bench with his dog, Lulu, watching 
the world go by. He’s not lonely for 
lack of company, but he treasures 
the moments when someone stops 
to chat. 

“It reminds me that I’m still part of 
something bigger,” he says. Giving 
someone your time and attention 
can be as valuable as any tangible 
gift.

In our schools, workplaces and 
homes, cultivating kindness can 
transform relationships. A teacher 
who off ers words of encourage-
ment to a struggling student or a 
colleague who checks in on some-
one having a hard day. These small 
choices ripple outward, infl uencing 
those around them in ways we often 
cannot measure.

Morden is already a wonderful 
place to live, but we can make it 
extraordinary by leaning into kind-
ness. Let’s challenge ourselves to 
notice the opportunities for kind-
ness that surround us daily. Let’s 
teach our children to value empathy 
and celebrate acts of generosity, no 
matter how small. Let’s choose to 
build a community where kindness 
isn’t an exception but the rule.

Together, through small, consistent 
acts of compassion, we can create 
a Morden where kindness lights 
every corner, binds every neigh-
bor and leaves no heart untouched. 
Let’s start today. The power is in our 
hands.

Adebola Adetunji, 
Morden

Continued on page 11
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Early Childhood Ed. diploma program coming to Morden
By Lorne Stelmach

Morden will be home to a program 
to train child care workers starting in 
the new year.

The Brandon-based Assiniboine 
College will off er an accelerated early 
childhood education (ECE) diploma 
program starting Jan. 7.

It is welcome news for local child 
care centres, which not only face a 
need for more spaces but for trained 
workers as well.

“We are always thankful there are 
other ways that education can hap-
pen for our staff . As with most child 
care centres, having qualifi ed ECEs to 
meet the ratio that we need for licens-
ing is challenging at times,” said Ang 
Nickel, director of the Winkler Day 
Care Centre.

“When accredited schools step up 
and off er what we need, we hope 
that some of our wonderful child care 
assistants will step up and  work to 
make it happen for them,” she added. 
“I really wish that there would have 
been a program like this when I was 
going to college for child care.

“It’s the best of both worlds, work-

ing and making money and going 
to school and making money. I hope 
the program will do really well. It’s a 
great way to learn and practice what 
you’re learning.”

Through the college’s ECE accelerat-
ed mentorship program, students at-
tend classes two days per week while 
gaining hands-on experience work-
ing at an early learning centre three 
days per week. 

This “earn while you learn” model 
allows students to develop their skills 
in real-world settings while pursuing 
their studies.

Graduates will obtain their ECE di-
ploma in just 18 months. Students 
may already be employed at an early 
learning centre, or seek employment 
upon starting the program.

The program is an excellent choice 
for anyone considering a career in 
early childhood education, regardless 
of their prior experience in the fi eld, 
suggested Karen Hargreaves, dean 
of the School of Health and Human 
Services at Assiniboine, and there is 
an advantage for those who are living 
in the Pembina Valley area to have an 
opportunity to advance their career in 

early learning close to home.
“The students can work in a cen-

tre three days a week and then take 
classes two days a week, so it really 
benefi ts the centres because students 
can apply that learning,” Hargreaves 
said.

The program was made possible as 
part of an $11.4 million investment 
by the provincial and federal gov-
ernments to expand ECE training at 
Assiniboine, and Hargreaves noted 
the Morden area emerged as a good 
choice as far as locations.

“We reached out to directors of cen-
tres all throughout the province and 
economic departments as well to see 
where there was a need, and Morden 
was identifi ed as an area that really 
needed more early childhood educa-
tors,” she said. “And we had a facility 
that we could use to deliver the pro-
gram there.”

Hargreaves sees a good opportuni-
ty for the Morden-Winkler region to 
benefi t from this initiative.

“We fi nd that people who train in 
their own communities usually stay 
in their own communities to work,” 
she said. “They don’t have to leave 

their communities to go to school. We 
can bring it to them, which is a great 
opportunity.”

There will be spaces for up to 20 stu-
dents. Applications for the program 
are open now, with spaces still avail-
able.

Students interested in this program 
may qualify for fi nancial supports, 
including a $5,000 tuition reimburse-
ment from the Province of Manitoba.

Early learning centres hiring new 
employees to participate in the pro-
gram may also be eligible for the pro-
vincial staff  replacement grant which 
can be used for staffi  ng to fi ll the void 
on those days when a worker is in 
class for training.

“This increased investment in early 
childhood learning is an important 
step in increasing access to this train-
ing and encouraging new people to 
enter and stay working in this fi eld. 
A career in ECE is not only fulfi ll-
ing, but also an important piece of 
our social and economic fabric,” said 
Hargreaves.

Interested applicants can visit          
assiniboine.net/ecementorship for 
more information.

“Cooking is my love language”

By Siobhan Maas

When Ainsley Marion started Farm 
Hill Kitchen, a frozen meal service 
near Morris, in 2023, the aff ordable 
and convenient meals were a way of 
sharing her love for cooking with the 
community.

“Cooking is my love language,” 
laughed Marion. “My goal is to keep 
menu items as aff ordable as possible, 
creating convenient meals that aren’t 
processed. I want to give you an easy 
meal that you feel good about.” 

Marion shared that many young 
families order multiples of menu 
items every month, indicating fami-
lies are eating Farm Hill Kitchen food 
multiple times a week.

Now, less than a year later, Mar-
ion hopes to expand her reach be-
yond the 110 regular customers in 
Morris, St. Jean Baptiste, and Winni-
peg-Charleswood to include Winkler. 
She has added this new delivery and 
pick-up location for the month of De-
cember to “gauge interest from the 
area.” Marion hopes to also off er her 

comfort foods as “an easy meal back-
up for seniors living in southern Man-
itoba manors and supported housing 
complexes, or as something in the 
freezer if they have company or don’t 
like the day’s menu. 

“Farm Hill Kitchen items are staple 
foods and assure adult children that 
their loved ones are eating,” she add-
ed.

“It’s hard to gauge exactly what 
item is liked best with the changing 
monthly menu, but people do have 
their comfort foods,” Marion shared. 
Although her favourite cooking is 
Italian and she fi nds “baking bread 
challenging and rewarding at the 
same time,” Farm Hill’s most popular 
homemade dishes include the frozen 
breakfast sandwiches and burritos 
and perogy bake and the snacky en-
ergy balls. 

“Staple monthly menu items are Fo-
ccacia bread and a pasta dish of some 
sort, always changed up a bit, but 
similar. The creative side of cooking 
keeps me interested.”

All meals are delivered frozen once 
per month, in two size options: a 
family size feeding 5-6 people and 
an individual sized meal for 2-3 peo-
ple. The majority of meals are fully 
cooked, needing only to be thawed 
and microwaved.

“I’m always looking for feedback on 
my cooking, your likes and dislikes, 
items you might want to see on the 
menu,” said Marion. She does cau-
tion potential clients that “although 
I do control what ingredients go into 
my meals, I prepare meals in a shared, 
commercially licensed kitchen space 
in Morris, so everything is considered 
‘may contain.’”

Individuals interested in learning 
more about the current holiday menu 
or taste-testing Farm Hill Kitchen’s 
off erings can visit Marion at the Fall 
into Christmas Expo on Saturday, 
Nov. 30, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Morris Multiplex. 

“The Expo is hosting 69 local ven-

dors and two fundraising tables this 
year,” shared organizer Arien Pe-
terson. “We are welcoming some re-
turning classics from Winnipeg and 
southern Manitoba and look forward 
to see the community out and sup-
porting these makers.” 

The Morris & District Centennial 
Museum and Morris School’s Fishing 
Club are both benefi tting from their 
complimentary booths as they raise 
funds for their organizations.   

Farm Hill Kitchen’s menu, includ-
ing a classic French tourtière and puff  
pastry breakfast bake with Bothwell 
cheeses, can be viewed at farmhill-
kitchen.com and is available to order 
from until Dec. 6. 

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
Ainsley Marion of Farm Hill Kitchen, a 
Morris business off ering pre-cooked 
meals to busy families.

Farm Hill Kitchen 
planning to expand 
into Winkler area
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Attention 
Kids…

What’s  What’s  ChristmasChristmas story?  story?  

We have TWO grand prizes up for grabs! 
One K-4 and one Gr. 5-8 student will each win a free 
movie party at Landmark Cinemas for them and five 

friends, complete with snacks. 

DEADLINE: Friday, Dec. 6, 2024

Flyers, firefighters square off for Cheerboard

 PHOTOS BY RICK 
HIEBERT/VOICE

The Winkler Flyers junior hockey 
team and members of the Winkler 
Fire Department met on the ice 
for the annual Charity Classic 

game Sunday afternoon. The fi refi ghters won it 7-6, but the real winners were the Winkler and 
District Christmas Cheerboard, which received the proceeds from the day. At press time, organizers 
were still crunching the numbers as to how much was raised. Clockwise from above: Young fans 
admire the Mark Scheifele autographed jersey up for grabs in the prize auction; three lucky draw 
winners compete in a hose roll drill; Cheerboard rep Darryl Harder drops the puck with Fire Chief 
Richard Paetzold, Flyer Kam Thomas, and fi refi ghter Rick Schroeder; Flyer Will Brophy and fi refi ghter 
Kris Friesen battle for puck possession.

on the FCM board, lobbied long and 
hard for that funding, and he’s excit-
ed to see it put to good use.

He’s especially keen on the fl exibili-
ty of the system.

“The other ideas that were presented 
to us originally were all bus systems,” 
he shared, “and it was very expensive 
and we had no idea where would the 
bus routes be and where should they 
be and so on. And we still don’t.

“I‘m very pleased that we were able 
to come up with this, and I think that’s 
why we’re actually able to move 
ahead, because it allows for fl exibility. 
The idea is to learn ... in three years’ 
time we will have a really good idea 
what the future of transit looks like in 
Winkler.”

Full details of the Winkler On-De-
mand Transit system, including 
links to the app, can be found online 
at www.cityofwinkler.ca/p/win-
kler-on-demand-transit.

>  TRANSIT, FROM PG. 3
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 PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
The EMM Church’s annual living nativity, From Everywhere to Bethlehem, drew 
thousands of people to Winkler Park last weekend to see the Christmas story 
brought to life. Organizers were still crunching the numbers at press time, but 
every person who came was asked to bring a non-perishable food item for the 
Winkler and District Food Cupboard in lieu of admission. A craft/bake sale also 
raised funds for other local charitable causes.

From Everywhere From Everywhere 
to Bethlehemto Bethlehem

The Three Wise Men bring gifts to the Christ child.The Three Wise Men bring gifts to the Christ child. A centurion queries women A centurion queries women 
in the market about what in the market about what 
they’ve heard.they’ve heard.

King Herod ponders the news.King Herod ponders the news. No room at the inn.No room at the inn.

Angels proclaim from on high.Angels proclaim from on high.

Shepherds speak with visitors.Shepherds speak with visitors.

of 20 students, it just increases the burden. 
“There is donor fatigue. They’re passionate and com-

mitted, but they’ve carried the weight. So that is part of 
reaching out and growing our base, to not only spread the 
opportunity, but also the responsibility.”

Above all, Harms emphasized the importance of main-
taining the school’s mission and identity.

“There’s something special about MCI. Seeing the way 
the kids interact, there’s something unique. I’m very re-
lational and I like to invest in people. I walk down the 

hallway and they’ve been shaking my 
hand and welcoming me here. I got a 
round of applause when I was intro-
duced to the group, and I was speech-
less. My daughter is also attending as 
a Grade 9 student, and it’s been real-
ly encouraging getting to know this 
community.

“I would ask parents to consider 
what kind of community they want 
their kids to grow up in. Who are you 
trusting your kids to? It’s an import-
ant question. I know my calling is set-
ting that culture and being part of it. 

“Many generations of students and 
staff  have come through here. Every 
leadership has led with a certain style 
and conviction. Everyone works from 
their strengths. It’s a good thing to re-
fl ect on those. Times change, and we 
need to deliver in ways that are ap-
pealing to students and stakeholders, 
alike.”

>  MCI AGM, FROM PG. 4
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Includes one 4-pc chicken strips and regular fries. Limit one coupon per customer. Not 
valid with other offers. Must be presented at time of purchase. Void if altered, copied, 
sold, exchanged or where restricted by law. Plus tax. No substitutions. At participating 
locations only. Offer ends December 8th, 2024.

Limit one coupon per customer. Not valid with other offers. Must be presented at time of 
purchase. Void if altered, copied, sold, exchanged or where restricted by law. Plus tax. No 
substitutions. At participating locations only. Offer ends December 8th, 2024.

Includes two 1/3 lb* Bacon Two Cheese Deluxe Signature Stackburgers, medium drinks 
and regular fries. *Processed Weight. Limit one coupon per customer. Not valid with other 
offers. Must be presented at time of purchase. Void if altered, copied, sold, exchanged or 
where restricted by law. Plus tax. No substitutions. At participating locations only. Offer 
ends December 8th, 2024.

Limit one coupon per customer. Not valid with other offers. Must be presented at time of 
purchase. Void if altered, copied, sold, exchanged or where restricted by law. Plus tax. No 
substitutions. At participating locations only. Offer ends December 8th, 2024.

Limit one coupon per customer. Not valid with other offers. Must be presented at time of 
purchase. Void if altered, copied, sold, exchanged or where restricted by law. Plus tax. No 
substitutions. At participating locations only. Offer ends December 8th, 2024.

Includes four 4-pc chicken strips and regular fries. and four dips. Limit one coupon per 
customer. Not valid with other offers. Must be presented at time of purchase. Void if 
altered, copied, sold, exchanged or where restricted by law. Plus tax. No substitutions. At 
participating locations only. Offer ends December 8th, 2024.

Winkler Location ONLY

4-PC. Chicken 
Strip Basket

$899
Includes one 1/3 lb* Double Original Cheeseburger Signature Stackburger, medium drink 
and regular fries. *Processed Weight. Limit one coupon per customer. Not valid with other 
offers. Must be presented at time of purchase. Void if altered, copied, sold, exchanged or 
where restricted by law. Plus tax. No substitutions. At participating locations only. Offer 
ends December 8th, 2024.

Double Original 
Cheeseburger Combo

$899
Large Fries

$2

Includes two 1/3 lb* Double Original Cheeseburger Signature Stackburgers, medium 
drinks and regular fries. *Processed Weight. Limit one coupon per customer. Not valid 
with other offers. Must be presented at time of purchase. Void if altered, copied, sold, 
exchanged or where restricted by law. Plus tax. No substitutions. At participating loca-
tions only. Offer ends December 8th, 2024.

Double Original 
Cheeseburger 
Combos

$1699

Bacon Two Cheese
Deluxe Combos

$1999

4-PC Chicken Strip 
Baskets EXCLUDES DRINK

4 CAN DINE

$3499

Medium 
Sundae

$3
Any DQ® OR
Blizzard® Cake

$3OFF

 PHOTOS BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Thousands of smiles were brought to the faces of Altona residents on Nov. 20 thanks to a 
simple cookie. Volunteers set out in blustery conditions to deliver a free Tim Hortons Holiday 
Smile Cookie to every resident in town, courtesy of The Community Exchange (TCE) and a 
host of sponsors. In the end, over 4,000 cookies were delivered throughout town by about 
50 volunteers, decorated by another 20 or so volunteers earlier that day. From left: Among 
the volunteers making deliveries was Irv Braun, Tara Funke-Friesen and Al Friesen, and Kayla 
Giesebrecht and Diana Wiebe.

Sharing smilesSharing smiles

“Everyone deserves an aff ordable 
place to call home in their own com-
munity,” said Terry Duguid, Winni-
peg South MP on behalf of Sean Fras-
er, Minister of Housing Infrastructure 
and Communities. “Today’s invest-
ment for The Chancellor is delivering 
just that, adding 95 more homes for 
Roseau River Anishinaabe First Na-
tions residents and more. 

“This is how the National Housing 
Strategy is working with organiza-
tions and communities to provide 
more safe and aff ordable housing 
across Manitoba.”

Funding for this project includes 
$32.2 million from the federal govern-
ment through the aff ordable housing 
fund, $3.5 million from Roseau River 
Anishinaabe First Nation and $2.8 
million in tax rebates from the City of 
Winnipeg.

It comes under the National Hous-
ing Strategy, which is a 10-year, $115 
billion plan. As of September 2024, 
the federal government has commit-
ted $57 billion to support the creation 
of over 156,000 units and the repair of 
over 297,000 units. 

The program prioritizes those in 
greatest need including seniors, In-
digenous, people experiencing or at 

 >  HOUSING, FROM PG. 7 risk of homelessness, and women and 
children fl eeing violence.

The aff ordable housing fund pro-
vides funding through low-interest 
and/or forgivable loans or contribu-
tions to partnered organizations for 
new aff ordable housing and the ren-
ovation and repair of existing, aff ord-

able and community housing. 
This is a $14.6 billion program un-

der the national housing strategy that 
gives priority to projects that help 
people who need it most including 
women and children fl eeing family 
violence, seniors, indigenous, people 
living with disabilities, those with 

mental health or addiction issues, vet-
erans and young adults.

As of September 2024, the Govern-
ment of Canada has committed $10.34 
billion to support the creation of over 
40,000 units and the repair of over 
166,000 units through the aff ordable 
housing fund.

News tip? Call 204-325-6888



12   The Voice  Thursday, November 28, 2024

Chamber promotion provides a 
“Sneak Peak into Christmas”
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Winkler shoppers got the chance 
to explore some of the local options 
available throughout the communi-
ty at the Winkler and District Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Sneak Peak into 
Christmas celebration last week.

Over two dozen businesses took 
part in the Nov. 20 promotion, which 
was designed to encourage people to 
shop local this holiday season. 

Many off ered up special deals or 
handed out snacks. Shoppers were 
also given a “passport” they could get 
stamped as they made their way to 
the participating locations, handing it 
in at the end of the night for a chance 
to win over $2,600 in prizes.

Though this is the fi rst year the 
chamber has been involved as orga-
nizers, several local businesses have 
hosted a similar shop-local night 
during the Christmas season for a few 
years now.

For Lori Patterson of Love is in the 
Details, a craft store at 244 Main St., 
the evening is a great way to get the 
word out about their shop.

“It’s hard to explain what we do 
here,” she said, noting they have all 
manner of craft supplies for card-
making, scrapbooking, stamping, and 
more, and also off er an on-site cre-
ative studio with classes, retreats, and 
drop-in sessions.

The Sneak Peak into Christmas 
brought in a number of people new to 
the business, Patterson noted, despite 
the winter storm making road condi-
tions a bit iff y.

“There’s lot of my out of town peo-
ple who were going to come who 
couldn’t, and I don’t blame them, but 
we have had tons of new people com-
ing in.”

She’d love to see the event be ex-
panded into an all-day or even a 
multi-day celebration to give people 
more time to explore all the partici-
pating businesses.

A few blocks away, Soul Iris at 385 

Mountain Ave. had a full spread of 
treats out for customers to enjoy as 
they perused the health and wellness 
store’s products. They also off er iri-
dology services, studying patterns on 
the iris to glean information about a 
person’s health.

Owner Rachel Blatz shared that this 
was their second year taking part.

“This year the chamber took over, so 
I was excited because it was a lot of 
new businesses on board and it was 
a lot of advertising,” she said. “And 
then unfortunately the storm hit.”

Nonetheless, the event was still a 
good way to get their name out to po-
tential new customers.

“[Last year] I found there was a lot 
of people that weren’t aware [of us] 
that came in and checked it out,” 
Blatz said. “For us, I think it’s more so 
just getting the word out there. Even 
if people know what I do [iridology], 
they probably assume it’s just a herb-
al store. We’re trying to make them 
aware that it’s got a bit of a boutique 
feel to it as well.”

Across town at Willow Creek Home 
Decor (1-175 Roblin Blvd. East), 
co-owner Sonya Shiskoski said the 
event is always a fun evening for staff  
and customers alike.

“We’ve done it other years before 
when somebody else had it, and it’s 
always been a good event for us. It’s 
just a good time to give our custom-
ers treats. It’s a good night for every-
body,” she said. “I’m just glad every-
body’s had a chance to come out, even 
though the weather’s a little blustery. 
But for the most part we’ve been real-
ly busy tonight.”

They were off ering a bunch of deals 
that evening and were pleased to see 
so many people opting to support lo-
cal businesses with their Christmas 
shopping dollars.

“If they can’t fi nd it local then they 
have to go elsewhere, but I think most 
people do try to shop local as much as 
they can,” Shiskoski observed.

 PHOTOS 
BY ASHLEIGH 

VIVEIROS/VOICE
Lori Patterson 
(above) of Love 
is In the Details 
and Rachel 
Blatz (left) of 
Soul Iris during 
last week’s 
Sneak Peak 
into Christmas 
celebration of 
local businesses. 
Below: Shoppers 
check out 
Willow Creek 
Home Decor.

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
What’s                 story?  
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Morden’s ready for the holidays
Morden ushered in the Christmas season Saturday with the annual tree lighting 
celebration outside the Morden Civic Centre downtown . There were Christmas 
carols as well as bonfi res overseen by Morden fi refi ghters, a visit from Santa 
Claus, and the Morden Christmas Cheer Board provided volunteers and collected 
donations. The evening concluded with the tree lighting and fi reworks.
 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE

SWAMP to begin processing Winkler/Morden/Stanley compost
running in the communities, so why 
stall it? We need to keep moving for-
ward with it.”

Froese also noted the landfi ll had al-
ready been setting compost aside in a 
separate pile in the interim.

“That will be dealt with once we 
get into the full swing of it,” he said. 
“If it proves to be working out, we’ll 
simply haul it over to our composting 
site.

“It’s in the making. We’re in the pro-
cess of getting a spot ready for it so 

that we can stage it and go ahead,” 
Froese said. “It’s a bit of a learning 
curve for the staff  out there ... but the 
fi t is good for us.”

Morden Mayor Nancy Penner noted 
it was good that compost material at 
least was being diverted for the time 
being, but they needed a longterm 
solution.

“We’re really pleased that SWAMP 
is making the move to take it and 
accommodate not only Morden but 
Winkler and Stanley,” she said.

“They’re hiring more staff  and get-
ting some equipment in place and 
making room on site at the landfi ll, so 
we are very pleased that our citizens 
can rest assured that it’s composting 
as usual,” Penner said. “And our rate-
payers won’t see a big spike in cost 
for composting.

Penner noted not only will SWAMP 
have some use for the fi nished prod-
uct but she thought there might also 
be an opportunity as well for con-
sumer use.

By Lorne Stelmach

Winkler, Morden, and the RM of 
Stanley have found a local solution to 
the problem of what to do with their 
compost.

The regional landfi ll known as 
SWAMP (Solid Waste Area Manage-
ment Project) is working on process-
ing compost collected in the three 
municipalities.

The initiative resulted from all three 
needing to fi nd other options for pro-
cessing.

“It was strictly coincidence that 
all three of us all were left without 
a compost processor, so we had to 
fi nd another way,” said Winkler city 
councillor Pete Froese, who serves as 
chairperson of the SWAMP board.

“Since the three municipalities own 
the landfi ll, and we have space, we 
have equipment, we have staff  ... it 
was a good fi t for us,” he said. 

“We didn’t want to stop the com-
posting program. It’s a good pro-
gram for us to redirect one stream of 
waste and not put it in the landfi ll, we 
thought this might work out well,” 
said Froese. “We have good programs 

Do you have a suggestion 
for our news team?

Is there someone you would like 
to see recognized in the newspa-

per for their accomplishments 
- athletic, academic 

or community service.

What’s                 story?  
Call 204-325-6888
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According to the latest data from the Canadian Centre on 
Substance Use and Addiction, the total annual cost of subs-
tance use in Canada is just over $49 billion. National Addic-
tions Awareness Week (NAAW) takes place from November 
24 to 30, 2024, providing an opportunity to increase aware-
ness about the impact of this issue.

The costs and harms associated with alcohol, tobacco, canna-
bis, opioids and other substances like depressants and cen-
tral nervous system stimulants can be categorized into four 
groups. They are, in order of significance:

1. Loss of productivity at work, including the value of lost 
work time due to premature death and short- or long-term 
disability
2. Health care costs, including hospital stays, emergency 
room visits and prescription drugs
3. Costs related to the criminal justice system, including poli-
ce interventions, court proceedings and correctional services
4. Miscellaneous direct costs, such as research and preven-
tion, vehicle damage and workers’ compensation

As a member of society, it’s essential to educate yourself. 
Learning about addictions will help you break down stereo-
types and provide much-needed support to individuals batt-
ling addiction and their families.

Are you struggling with addiction to a psychoactive substan-
ce? Talk to a healthcare professional to find out about the 
help available in your area.

Psychoactive substance use is a costly issue

Phone
(204) 

324-4041
d3excavating@gmail.com

This page brought to you by these community-minded businesses:

www.bendit.ca 204-331-4179

Winkler Bible Camp Glow in the Country runs Dec. 2-15
By Lorne Stelmach

What began as an initiative during 
the pandemic has now become a hol-
iday tradition for the Winkler Bible 
Camp.

Staff  and volunteers have been busy 
preparing for the annual Christmas 
Glow in the Country fundraising dis-
play, and they are again expecting 
large crowds for the show.

“It turned out to be a phenomenal 
way of connection during that time,” 
executive director Dale Wiebe said in 
recalling how the event was a way to 
still have some degree of togetherness 
through COVID-19 public gathering 
restrictions. “For us, now, it has shift-
ed, but it has become a major thing 
for us ... it’s pretty neat how some-
thing like this turned into something 
more than you expected.”

People have two options to enjoy 
the light displays, which are set up 
along what is about a two kilometre 
route throughout the camp’s proper-
ty of Hwy. 3.

There is the fundraising drive-th-
ru meal and light experience taking 
place Dec. 2-5 from 5 to 6:30 p.m.. 

You pay by donation, but you need to 
reserve in advance as there is limited 
capacity.

You can also enjoy the drive-thru 
light experience without supper Dec. 
6-15 from 5:30 to 7:55 p.m. at a cost of 
$20 per vehicle. 

The evening features apple cider 

and candy cane stations as part of the 
Christmas displays—which includes 
a nativity scene with live animals. 
You can also tune into the Christmas 
Glow radio station for some festive 
music as you enjoy the show.

“We’ve been setting up for months,” 
shared Wiebe, noting they aim to 

 VOICE FILE PHOTO
The Winkler Bible Camp is once again setting up an approximately two kilometre 
stretch of light displays at its property on Hwy. 3 next month.

change it up a bit each year.
“We’ve made it longer again this 

year. Last year I think we had about 
80 exhibits, and this year we’ve got 
110, so we’ve made it quite a bit fuller 
again. The route is the same, but it’s 
fuller, and we’ll  have lots going on.

“It’s always a bit unique. One of the 
things that happens when we set it up 
here is the scenes are like stories ... it’s 
not just lights, it’s scenes, and people 
seem to enjoy that aspect of it.”

Wiebe said it always feels very 
worthwhile to put in all of the time 
and eff ort to make it happen.

“All summer long we have people 
talking about it,” he said. “Clearly it’s 
something the public enjoys ... they 
really enjoy the eff ort that we put into 
the lights and getting it all set up.

“I think in the last couple of years 
we’ve been getting around 12,000 
people who come through ... so it 
must be hitting a chord in regards to 
people fi nding joy.”

You can fi nd more information 
and make your reservation online at 
christmasglowinthecountry.com.
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Cottonwood troupe bring A 
Christmas Carol to the stage
By Lori Penner

If you’re seeking to immerse yourself in the 
Christmas spirit, Cottonwood Community 
Drama has the perfect festive off ering for you! 
This December, the theatre group will present 
a unique rendition of the timeless classic, A 
Christmas Carol.

This version, adapted by John Jakes, departs 
from traditional interpretations by incor-
porating a distinctive dramatic concept. As 
the curtain rises, Charles Dickens himself is 
introduced to the audience, prepared to de-
liver one of his famed platform readings that 
once fi lled auditoriums across Europe and 
America. The story unfolds behind him, with 
Dickens weaving in and out of the action, ob-
serving, performing small roles, and even as-
sisting with costume changes. 

The Buhler Hall stage will transform into 
the bustling streets of Victorian England, the 
very backdrop that inspired Dickens when he 
wrote the novella in 1843. 

“It off ers a very unique perspective of this 
beloved story,” says director Charles Klip-
penstein.

Klippenstein adds that the production 
is fi lled with energy and excitement. The 
24-member cast, comprising seasoned local 
actors, including Klippenstein and tech direc-
tor Bruce Penner, collectively play around 40 
diff erent roles. 

“We’ve been rehearsing since September, 
and it’s all coming together really well,” he 

says. “It puts a bit of a diff erent spin on the 
original production, and I think audiences of 
all ages will enjoy it. And the timing, right at 
the beginning of the busy Christmas season, 
is perfect.”

The inspiring story behind the creation of A 
Christmas Carol adds to its relevance. Dick-
ens wrote the story in just six weeks, fueled 
by his desire to address the plight of the poor 
and to emphasize the importance of generos-
ity.

“It’s an inspiring classic. Most people are 
familiar with it. It’s been adapted in many 
ways. I thought it would be rewarding to 
put it on stage for the times we live in,” Klip-
penstein says. “There’s some encouragement 
there. These three spirits help us face our past, 
manage our present, and carry on into our fu-
ture.”

He emphasizes that the story also prompts 
viewers to refl ect on their priorities. 

“It begs the questions: what’s valuable, what 
do we value, and is it worth valuing? We put 
a lot of stock in wealth, in what we earn and 
what we have. But at the end of the day, car-
ing for people, building relationships, and 
spending time with others are the most valu-
able things.”

The performances will run Dec. 5, 6, and 7 
at 7:30 p.m.  with a Sunday matinee on Dec. 8 
at 2:30 p.m. Tickets are $25 for adults, and $15 
for 17 & under and 55+. To purchase, go to 
www.mciblues.net or call 204-327-5891. 

 SUPPLIED PHOTO BY JANNA WIEBE
Cottonwood Community Drama brings A Christmas Carol to the 
Gretna stage next month.

Sharing an appreciation of the Amish culture
By Lorne Stelmach

A visit a number of years ago to 
an Amish community in the United 
States led to a friendship that has tak-
en a Morden resident back there now 
many times.

Dave Stobbe was at the Morden Ac-
tivity Centre Nov. 20 to share about 
his experiences and the respect he’s 
developed for the Amish culture.

“While visiting the picturesque 
Amish area, I developed friendships 
with many Amish people, and I’ve 
come to appreciate their unique life-
style,” he shared.

While visiting family in South Bend, 
Indiana, Stobbe came across Shipshe-
wana, a small town nestled within a 
bustling Amish area. 

While there, he took a tour in Men-
no-Hof, which is a large interpretive 
centre that tells the story of Amish, 
Mennonite, and Hutterite Anabap-
tists. He has since been back seven 
times and volunteered there for a 

month at a time.
He recalled how one day when he was there and going for 

a walk, he grabbed his camera to take a photo, and an Amish 
gentleman came over to see him. They have been close friends 
ever since.

“I went to church with them, and I’ve had all sorts of ad-
ventures,” said Stobbe, who acknowledged he is by no means 

 PHOTO AT RIGHT BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Mordenite Dave Stobbe has spent a fair bit of time learning 
about the Amish in Indiana. He shared stories of some of his 
adventures in a talk at the Morden Activity Centre last week.

an expert but has had enough experience and gained 
enough knowledge to perhaps dispel some myths and 
misunderstandings.

Continued on page 17
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Winkler Flyers get a taste of tactical training

By Lorne Stelmach

A day of training together was a 
win-win for both the Winkler Flyers 
and the Regional Support Tactical 
Team (RSTT) of the local police de-
partments.

Members of both the police services 
and the junior hock-
ey team recognized 
the commonalities be-
tween the two in rela-
tion to the importance 
of teamwork.

“There are just so 
many parallels ... when 
you think through 
the teamwork side of 
things and the trust, 
being able to count on 
and rely on everyone 
... especially the trust 
and communication,” 
said Matt Melo, gener-
al manager and head 
coach of the Flyers.

“There’s a lot of good crossover. We 
can see fi rsthand that correlation,” 
agreed Cst. Phil Letkeman, a Winkler 
police offi  cer and tactical team mem-
ber. 

The day came about as a result of the 
team reaching out to Letkeman, who 
knows some of the coaching staff .

“We were wanting to come up with 
an idea that would be fun for them 
to do as a team building day ... and 
the more we discussed it, we came up 
with the idea that our tactical team 

would do an event 
with them.

“The players them-
selves had no idea 
what this day was 
going to be like until 
they showed up,” said 
Letkeman, who noted 
they broke it up into a 
number of stages.

One station involved 
the Winkler police K9 
unit, while another 
involved exercises us-
ing the service’s train-
ing house and some 
of their tools. Another 

one involved a range of other equip-
ment such as drones and breaching, 
and there was a fi tness and physical 
component such as carrying some-
one, breaking through a door, and 
running up and down a set of stairs.

Winkler Flyers 
players joined the 
Regional Support 
Tactical Team 
police offi  cers 
at their training 
site last week to 
try their hand at 
various exercises 
and tactics.
 

SUPPLIED PHOTOS

when we can let 
the public know 
that we’re here 
and what we’re 
capable of to keep 
people safe.”

“It was an incred-
ible opportunity 

“ W h e n 
the Flyers 
wanted to 
do a team 
b u i l d i n g 
e x e r c i s e , 
we thought 
it was the 
perfect op-
portuni ty 
to kind of 
d i s p l a y 
what we 
do,” said 
Letkeman. 
“Not ev-
e r y o n e 
k n o w s 
what we 
do or even 
that we are 
here. It’s al-
ways nice 

for us as a team builder. We’re always 
kind of looking for ways that we can 
really develop and grow as a team,” 
said Melo.

“The other side of that would be 
to partner with organizations in our 
community, to get to build relation-
ships, get to know people,” he added.

“I also just think it was really special 
for our guys to get to witness what 
men and women in our community 
are doing on a day to day, week to 
week basis and how hard they work 
to protect our communities,” said 
Melo. “I know many of our guys were 
surprised. It was a really cool learning 
experience.

“For them to invest in our guys, it 
was something that we couldn’t pass 
up, and we just feel really grateful for 
it.”

“It was awesome. It was lots of fun 
for us. We had a good time out there,” 
said defenceman Sully Ross.

“We got to bash in a door, which was 
pretty fun ... we did a little bit of house 
SWAT ... we got to see what they do 
when they get a call and some of the 
equipment. The guys had a blast do-
ing it.”

He agreed that it was interesting to 
see how the tactical team relies on a 
lot of the same things as the Flyers.

“You can see how important it is ... 
the teamwork.”

“IT’S ALWAYS NICE 
WHEN WE CAN LET 
THE PUBLIC KNOW 
THAT WE’RE HERE 
AND WHAT WE’RE 
CAPABLE OF TO 
KEEP PEOPLE SAFE.”



The Voice  Thursday, November 28, 2024    17   

PV Pride marks Trans 
Day of Remembrance
By Lorne Stelmach

A special evening last weekend of-
fered trans and gender diverse people 
as well as allies an opportunity to re-
member those lost over the past year.

The hope for the Trans Day of Re-
membrance at the Pembina Hills Arts 
Council in Morden Saturday was that 
people would feel the love and sup-
port of the larger 2SLGBTQIA+ com-
munity and its allies.

Kat Basso, chairperson of Pembina 
Valley Pride, explained the day was 
created “to remember the trans and 
gender diverse people who died in 
the previous year due to the contin-
ued transphobia and violence that we 
see.”

Trans Day of Remembrance was fi rst 
observed in 1999 to memorialize the 
murders of Rita Hester and Chanelle 
Pickett. After speaking with other 
trans folks about the murders, Gwen-
dolyn Ann Smith organized a vigil in 
San Francisco’s Castro neighborhood 
to honour them. 

Trans Day of Remembrance is now 
observed around the world eacn year 
on Nov. 20 and serves as a reminder 
of the devastating eff ects of transpho-
bia. 

The local event, which was delayed 
a few days due to poor weather, in-
cluded a few speakers or presenta-
tions, including Basso. They also read 
out names of known trans people lost 
in Canada this year. 

Basso said it is diffi  cult to gauge the 
scale of the people lost because, in 
many cases, it is not known publicly 
or acknowledged.

“It’s really hard to say exactly how 
prevalent it is ... I would say it hap-
pens more often than people would 
be aware of partly because it’s so hard 
to necessarily identify people within 
that community,” Basso suggested.

The event also just off ered a good 
opportunity for people to come to-
gether and to raise awareness.

“We don’t have a physical place for 
people to gather as Pembina Valley 
Pride ... so gathering in these kinds of 

spaces and creating that sense of com-
munity allows people to fi nd more 
support,” said Basso.

“This also helps people in the Pem-
bina Valley to feel less alone because it 
can be a really diffi  cult and heavy day, 
and it gives allies the chance to show 
their support too,” Basso added.

“I know for a fact there’s a lot more 
support in the area than a lot of peo-

ple realize, but people are afraid to 
come out as trans, and a lot of peo-
ple are also nervous to come out as 
allies,” Basso added. “I’ve had a lot 
of people come out to me as a sup-
portive person whereas they may not 
make that something that is apparent 
to other people.

“It’s so much harder to fi nd that 
sense of community.”

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
A Trans Day of Remembrance ceremony was held at the Pembina Hills Art Gallery 
in Morden Saturday.

He explained the Amish are Ana-
baptists, and there is a population of 
about 400,000 in the world concen-
trated mainly in the United States. 
He noted there at one time had been 
an Amish church at Vita in Manitoba 
with 11 families who had come from 
Ontario, but they moved to Minne-
sota.

Stobbe touched on the things that 
really most matter to the Amish.

“Community is very important 
... when they have communion in 
spring, you have to make peace with 
everybody in the church,” he noted 
as one example.

They seek simplicity in their lives, 
and they seek separation from the 
world, although that doesn’t mean 
they are old fashioned, he added.

“The Amish aren’t backwards. 
They’ve adopted things like solar 
panels on their buggy roofs,” Stobbe 
noted. “They’re very effi  cient in how 
they do things.

“The Amish want to be distinctive,” 
he continued. “They don’t feel odd 
and outstanding. They want to show 
who they are and show their faith.

“They’re not against electricity. 
They’re against the world com-
ing in,” Stobbe explained. “They’ll 
make their own power ... they’re 
not against the technology. They’re 
against the technology threatening 
what they believe is important.

“They have all the earthliness and 
the problems that we have,” he later 
added in referring to the community 
also having to deal with issues relat-
ed to such things as alcohol use.

Peace and forgiveness are also im-
portant to the Amish, and Stobbe 
noted he had not really encountered 
“shunning” as we may see on TV 
shows or movies about the Amish.

As well, Stobbe emphasized the im-
portance of family in these commu-
nities.

“They really invest in their kids ... 
these Amish really take care of their 
kids,” said Stobbe, who recalled one 
statistic that estimated 75 to 80 per 
cent of youth stay Amish. He also 
made reference to a youth centre 
called The Cove, which off ered a 
range of amenities such as room for 
basketball games and baseball dia-

monds.
Stobbe also spoke about his expe-

riences with the Amish church, and 
noted one key diff erence from Men-
nonite churches, for example, is each 
Amish church is very much indepen-
dent and not part of a large confer-
ences like the Mennonite churches.

“You go to church by where you 
live. You don’t pick a church. And 
there are about 6,000 Amish church-
es,” he estimated. “An Amish church 
has 30 to 40 families, and they live all 
within walking distance or a buggy 
ride.

“An Amish guy had been instructed 
to meet me and be my tour guide to 
church,” he recalled. “I  hear church 
is long, and I’m pretty nervous for a 
three hour church service.”

He recalled being seated at the back 
alongside elders, and after a second 
song, all the ministers got up and 
left.

“They’re picking the speaker for 
the service,” he explained. “The fi rst 
minister then gets up, and he doesn’t 
know what he’s going to preach.”

After perhaps another 40 minutes, 
the ministers again leave and pray, 
then return, and a second minister 

gets up to preach.
“I’m told what they do is they af-

fi rm, yes, he was on track or he could 
have been fi rmer with this and this,” 
said Stobbe.

He also highlighted aspects of their 
farming and how it was very on a 
smaller scale, as he suggested a one 
mile section had about 30 farms and 
perhaps 16 small businesses.

Stobbe also noted how the Amish 
are not so sheltered that they don’t 
travel.

“The train is full of Amish peo-
ple travelling all over ... they’re not 
afraid of cars,” he explained. 

“I drive a buggy, I’m not going to 
kill someone,” he added. “So why 
would I need a car? Besides, it costs 
so much to operate ... it’s worked for 
500 years, so why would I want to 
mess with that?”

Stobbe concluded with some 
thoughts about what he has learned 
from his Amish friends.

“I couldn’t live like them, but I re-
spect and appreciate their way of 
life, and I’m grateful to know them. 
They’ve taught me much ... my faith 
should inform more of my life. My 
church community is vital.”

 >  AMISH PRESENTATION, FROM PG. 15

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888News or sports tip?
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Female 
Hawks down 
Capitals
By Lorne Stelmach

It was a week of mixed results for the 
female U18 Pembina Valley Hawks.

After losing 4-1 last Wednesday to 
the Eastman Selects, the Hawks re-
bounded to earn a 4-1 win over the 
Central Plains Capitals Friday.

Madison Froese did her best to keep 
the Hawks in the game against the 
Selects as she stopped 48 of 52 shots 
from Eastman, who have been bat-
tling with the Winnipeg Avros for fi rst 
place in the standings.

Pembina Valley trailed 1-0 and 3-0 
at the intermissions, but they man-
aged to break the shutout on a goal 
by Rory Perrin with 5:45 remaining in 
the game.

Casey O’Brien scored a pair of goals 
to lead the Hawks to the win over 
Central Plains while Kasia Rakow-
ski made 25 saves with the Hawks 
holding a 41-26 edge in shots on goal. 
Hayden Arkle and Abigail Brigg also 
scored for Pembina Valley.

Pembina Valley then visited Niver-
ville Monday evening for a rematch 
against Eastman. Results were not 
available at press time.

Going into the Monday game, the 
Hawks remained in the middle of the 
pack in the standings at 5-8-0 for 10 
points.

This weekend has Pembina Valley 
hosting Yellowhead Friday and then 
heading to Winnipeg to face the Ice 
Saturday afternoon.

 PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
Pembina Valley Hawks goaltender Kasia Rakowski keeps a close eye on this incoming point shot in Friday’s home game 
against the Central Plains Capitals. Rakowski made 25 saves in the 4-1 Hawks win.

By Ty Dilello 

The Pembina Valley Twisters junior 
hockey club continues to struggle this 
season. The Morris-based MMJHL 
team is now 3-14-1, good for last place 
in the league standings. 

On Nov. 21, the Twisters lost 8-4 to 
the Stonewall Jets. The Twisters’ goals 
were scored by Dominic Rooney, Ry-

lan Keck, Vlad Stepic, and Darby Ol-
son, while Darion Penner and Maysen 
Mazurat shared the goal and made 41 
net saves in the loss. 

The next night on Nov. 22, the Twist-
ers had their best win of the season 
when they knocked off  the top-ranked 
Charleswood Hawks by a 5-4 score-
line. Ketema Wall led the charge with 

a pair of goals, while Josh Guilford, 
Cohen Thomas and Matthew Bighetty 
had the Twisters’ other goals. Maysen 
Mazurat was excellent as he stopped 
45 shots in goal for the win. 

On Nov. 24, the Twisters returned 
to earth when they lost 7-3 to the Fort 
Garry/Fort Rouge Twins. Rylan Keck 

Twisters fall to last place in MMJHL

Winkler Flyers fall to Stampeders, beat Pistons
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Flyers found them-
selves on the losing side of a close 
overtime game last Friday night.

They squared off  against the Swan 
Valley Stampeders here in Winkler.

Will Lyons drew fi rst blood with 
the opening goal midway through 
the second period, only to have the 
Stampeders return the favour just fi ve 
minutes later.

The same thing happened in period 
three: Nicolas Mckee and Kam Thom-
as pulled Winkler into the lead 3-1, 
but Swan Valley matched them goal 
for goal a handful of minutes later, 
forcing overtime.

There, it was the Stampeders’ 
Landen Gulutzan who scored the 
game winner.

Rylan Benner was in net for Winkler 
in the OT loss, making 22 saves off  the 
26 sent his way. His teammates had 

41 shots on goal.
The Flyers shook off  the close defeat 

the next night as they welcomed the 
Steinbach Pistons to town.

Winkler let the visitors have just 
one goal, the only one in the fi rst pe-
riod, before pulling ahead 3-1 in the 
second thanks to Brody Beauchemin 
and Brady Craik. Beauchemin scored 

again in the game’s fi nal seconds after 
the Pistons pulled their goalie for the 
extra man.

Liam Ernst was between the posts in 
the 3-1 win, making 29 saves as Stein-
bach outshot Winkler 30-28.

Winkler is currently in third place 
in the MGEU East Division stand-
ings with a record of 15-6-1 and 31 

points, trailing the Steinbach Pistons 
in fi rst place (17-4-1, 35 points) and 
the Portage Terriers in second (16-9, 
32 points). 

This week, the Flyers are in Way-
wayseecappo Tuesday night and then 
Selkirk on Friday. On Sunday they 
host the Winnipeg Blues

Continued on page 19
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By Ty Dilello

The DEKALB Superspiel, Manito-
ba’s biggest World Curling Tour event 
of the season, was played this past 
weekend at the Morris Curling Club.

From Nov. 21-24, 20 women’s teams 
and 20 men’s teams gave the local 
curling fans quite the show. Teams 
came to Morris from all over, includ-
ing the many provinces of Canada, 
the United States, Japan, and South 
Korea.

On the women’s side of the event, 
South Korea’s Bobae Kang defeated 
South Korea’s Eunjung Kim 4-1 in 
Sunday night’s championship fi nal. 

Kang earned $10,000 for the victory.
Winnipeg’s Kristy Watling did the 

best of any Manitoba teams in the fi eld 
on the ladies’ side as they reached the 
semi-fi nals before falling to Kang. 

Braden Calvert of Winnipeg (Corey 
Chambers, Kyle Kurz, Brendan Bi-
lawka) took home the men’s title in 
Morris with a 7-4 victory in the fi nal 
over Winnipeg’s Brett Walter to also 
win the $10,000 grand prize. 

In addition to Calvert and Walter, 
two other Manitoba teams reached 
the playoff s in Winnipeg’s Hayden 
Forrester and Virden’s Jace Freeman. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Winnipeg’s Braden Calvert and his team of Corey Chambers, Kyle Kurz and 
Brendan Bilawka captured the $10,000 grand prize for winning the 2024 DEKALB 
Superspiel at the Morris Curling Club. 

Calvert and Kang capture titles at DEKALB Superspiel

Royals, Wild post solid wins in SEMHL action
Jonah Wasylak each contributed two 
goals to the tally, with the other com-
ing from Cody Siemens.

Jayden Catellier made 44 saves be-
tween the posts for Red River. Shots 
on goal were 46-31 in favour of the 
Islanders.

The Wild also squared off  against 
the Hawks in Notre Dame Monday 
night. Results were not available at 

press time.
Meanwhile, the Morden Bombers 

had the week off .
In the standings, Springfi eld is in 

fi rst place with a 5-1 record and 10 
points. Ste. Anne is in second with a 
4-1 record, eight points, and a game in 
hand over the other eight-point teams 
(all 4-2): Warren, Red River, and No-
tre Dame. Winkler is in sixth place at 

2-3-0-1 for fi ve points. Carman (2-3), 
Morden (1-3), Portage (1-5), and Ile 
des Chenes (0-3-1) round out the bot-
tom four.

Coming up, Winkler is in Carman 
Wednesday night and then plays 
in Ile des Chenes Saturday,  and the 
Wild play the Bombers in Morden 
Saturday

By Lorne Stelmach

The male U18 Pembina Valley 
Hawks split their weekend double-

header with the Norman Northstars 
in Thompson.

The Hawks doubled up Norman 8-4 
in game one Saturday but then fell 5-2 

Split weekend for male PV Hawks

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The local team posted wins in South 
Eastern Manitoba Hockey League ac-
tion this past week.

The Winkler Royals crushed the 
visiting Warren Mercs 10-4 Sunday 
night.

Aaron Lewadniuk and Justin Augert 
both scored twice, while singles came 
courtesy of Brett Bergman, Phil Let-
keman, Mitch Dyck, Marcus Neufeld, 
Adam Henry, and Colton Harder.

In net for Winkler was Travis Klas-
sen, who made 45 saves as the Mercs 
outshot the Royals 49-41. 

The Red River Wild, meanwhile, 
made short work of the visiting Por-
tage Islanders Saturday night.

TJ Matuszewski, Justin Baudry, and 

 PHOTO BY JO-ANNE PROCTER/VOICE
Pembina Valley Twisters goaltender Darion Penner made 21 saves and 
one assist in his team’s 8-4 loss to the Stonewall Jets last Thursday in 
Stonewall. 

had two goals for Pembina Valley, while 
Vlad Stepic had the team’s other goal. 
Maysen Mazurat stopped 25 shots in goal 
in the loss.  

“We played a complete game against 
Charleswood as we played a full 60 min-
utes and earned every inch out there,” 
said Twisters’ head coach Braeden Beer-
naerts. “On Sunday, we kind of strayed 
away from the things that gave us suc-
cess on Friday. However, coming off  three 
games in four days the boys battled hard 
this week.”

The Twisters are back in action with 
a single game this week as they return 
home to face the River East Royal Knights 
on Nov. 29. The puck drops at 8 p.m. 

“We’re just going to look to continue 
sharpening our defensive zone play,” said 
Beernaerts. “Keeping shots to the outside 
is important and staying on our man. Fri-
day’s game was a good step in the right 
direction of what kind of team we can be.”

 >  TWISTERS, FROM PG. 18

in game two Sunday.
It was tied 1-1 after 20 minutes in the 

opener, but Pembina Valley then took 
command with fi ve goals in the sec-
ond period to grab a 6-3 lead.

Tegan Fehr and Ragnar Gillis each 
scored a pair, with the other goals 
coming from Ryder Wolfe, Carson 
Hiebert, Nathan Froebe, and Tyson 
Pethybridge. Karsen Dyck made 40 
saves as the shots on goal were even 
at 44 each.

Game two saw the Northstars take 
period leads of 2-0 and 3-1, while Nor-
man goalie Lincoln Richcoon backed 
it up with a 43-save performance. 

Wolfe and Fehr scored for Pembina 
Valley, and Ryler Gates took the loss 
in goal with 34 saves as the Hawks 
outshot Norman 45-39.

Pembina Valley sits in eighth place 
at 9-8-1-1 for 20 points, which has 
them one back of both Eastman and 
the Winnipeg Thrashers, two behind 
Parkland, and just one point ahead of 
Interlake.

The Hawks have a pair of games this 
weekend against the two teams at op-
posite ends of the standings. They 
visit fi rst place Brandon Friday then 
return home to welcome 13th place 
Yellowhead Sunday.



NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RELEASES - Have 
a newsworthy item to announce? 
An exciting change in operations? 
Though we cannot guarantee publi-
cation, MCNA will get the information 
into the right hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 204-947-1691 
for more information. See www.
mcna.com under the “Types of Ad-
vertising” tab for more details.

NOTICES
BOOK YOUR December/CHRIST-
MAS ADS RIGHT NOW! Maximize 
your business plan before year end. 
Now booking advertising for the re-
mainder of 2024. Plan your success! 
Have your blanket classifi ed ads seen 
in the 31 Member Newspapers which 
are seen in over 368,000+ homes in 
Manitoba. Please call 204-467-5836 
or MCNA at 204-947-1691 for more 
details or to book ads. MCNA - Mani-
toba Community Newspapers Asso-
ciation. www.mcna.com

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

CAREERS

PUBLIC NOTICE

Bunge Altona has an opening for a Maintenance Mechanic/Mill-
wright. Work involves process equipment installation, mainte-
nance and repair, lubrication, steel fabrication and welding. 
Preference will be given to those candidates holding a valid          
provincial Millwright or Industrial Mechanic ticket. Candidates 
who do not hold a valid ticket will be expected to enrol in the       
apprenticeship program to obtain their ticket as soon as possible. 
Overtime and on-call duties are required. The successful applicant 
will possess excellent written and verbal communication skills, 
trouble shooting skills, and be a team player.
The following would be considered an asset for this position: 

 facility

This is a regular full time position providing an excellent wage and 
benefits package. Bunge is committed to providing a safe, healthy, 
and rewarding workplace for all employees. 
Starting Wages: 

A job description for this position can be found online on the 
Bunge website: https://obs.bunge.com/. enter “Altona” in the field 
“Search by Location”. Click on “Maintenance Mechanic/Millwright” 
to read the description. Applications should be made online with 
an attached resume.

Bunge Canada is an equal opportunity employer.

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC/MILLWRIGHT
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Sudoku Answer

Crossword Answer

> GAMES

SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery and 
autos. No item too 
large! Best prices paid, 
cash in hand. Phone Alf 
at 204-461-1649.

WANTED
Firearms wanted. Look-
ing for all unwanted 
fi rearms. Fully licensed 
for both non-restricted 
and restricted. Any-
where from individual 
items to estates. Cash 
buyer, paying top dol-
lar. Please call or text 
Adam at 204-795-
2850.

FLIGHT 
ACADEMY

Want to learn how to 
fl y? Recreational Pilot 
Program is the best 
way to get started, 
must be 16 years of 
age. Privileges: fl y for 
fun in a certifi ed air-
plane, a home-built air-
craft or an ultralight; fl y 
by day only in Canada 
with one passenger; 
can easily add fl oat 
rating to permit. LS Air-
ways Flight Academy 
204-651-1402.

FINANCIAL 
SERVICES

Private mortgage lend-
er. All real estate types 
considered. No credit 
checks done. Deal di-
rect with lender and get 
quick approval. Toll free 
1-866-405-1228 www.
f i rstandsecondmort
gages.ca

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from 
joint or arthritic pain? If 
so, you owe it to your-
self to try elk velvet ant-
ler capsules. Hundreds 
have found relief. Ben-
efi ts humans and pets. 
EVA is composed of 
proteins, amino acids, 
minerals, lipids and 
water. Key compounds 
that work to stimulate 
red blood cell produc-
tion & cartilage cell re-
generation & develop-
ment. Stonewood Elk 
Ranch Ltd., 204-467-
8884 or e-mail stone
woodelkranch@mymts.
net

BOOK BOOK 
YOUR YOUR 

ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT

 Call 467-5836 Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

Please support our 
advertisers

SHOP 
LOCAL
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PUBLIC NOTCE

PUBLIC NOTCE

City of Morden Public Open House: 
Pembina River Water Supply Project 

The City of Morden is pleased to announce a 
Public Open House to share information and ob-

tain feedback on the Morden Pembina River Water 
Supply Project.  

This important initiative aims to enhance our 
water supply to meet future demands and

provide effective drought mitigation. 

Date: Monday, December 9, 2024 
Time: 4:00 - 7:00 PM 

Location: Morden Civic Center 
(100-195 Stephen St. Morden, MB R6M 1V3)

We invite residents and stakeholders to attend 
this event.  Your input is invaluable in shaping the 

future of our community’s water resources.  

For further queries regarding this initiative, 
please do not hesitate to contact our 

office at 204-822-4434.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Being a by-law of the Town of Altona for the purpose 
of closing certain lands taken for a public road known as

 7th Avenue NW and conveying same to the owners 
of the adjacent lands and premises.

The Council of the Town of Altona has scheduled a public 
hearing at 111 Centre Avenue on December 17, 2024 at 6:00 
p.m. to consider, and if approved, pass a by-law for closing 
certain lands and described below taken for a public road and 
consolidating such lands with an adjacent existing title.

The portion of the public road known as 7th Avenue NW to be 
closed is described as follows:

 Road No. 1, Plan No. 73746 MLTO
 in SW ¼ 8-2-1 WPM

AND FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that Council will, at the time 
and place aforesaid, hear any person or by his or her agent, any 
person who claims that their land will be prejudicially affected 
by the by-law and who applies to be heard.  The Plan referred 
to above may be viewed at the Municipal Office, 111 Centre 
Avenue East, Altona, Manitoba, on any weekday between the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Dated at the Town of Altona the 23rd day of October, 2024.

Dan Gagné
Chief Administrative Officer
Town of Altona
Phone: (204) 324-6468
dan.gagne@altona.ca

TOWN OF ALTONA PUBLIC NOTICE
REGARDING ROAD CLOSING 

BY-LAW NO. 1827/2024

MORTGAGE SALE

MORTGAGE SALE
The building and land known as 34 Dubai Bay, Morden, Man-
itoba, as described in Certificate of Title No. 2611150/4 will 
be sold at auction by a licensed Auctioneer on Wednesday, 
the 18 th day of December, 2024 at 10:00 A.M. The auction 
sale will be held by way of video or teleconference. There will 
be no in person attendees at the auction. 

In order to participate you must pre-register at least 24 hours 
prior to the auction by contacting Lindsay M. Mulholland at 
204-346-5124 or lmulholland@snj.ca. 

The vendor is informed that there is situated on the mort-
gage property a bi-level single family dwelling, of approxi-
mately 1,576 square feet in total living area, with three bed-
rooms and three bathrooms, on a 49.04 square feet lot. 
The property is sold subject to taxes, and penalties. Property 
taxes are paid up to the 31st day of August, 2023. Caveat 94-
7628/4; Caveat 1096543/4; Caveat 1153107/4; and Caveat 
1153108/4 will remain on title. 

Purchaser is responsible for payment of any outstanding 
water accounts owing by the Mortgagor. TERMS: Deposit of 
$67,000.00 in cash, certified cheque or bank draft payable to 
SMITH NEUFELD JODOIN LLP within 24 hours of auction sale 
(cash component of the deposit not to exceed $7,500.00) 
and the balance according to conditions to be announced 
at the sale. 

Sale is subject to Reserve Bid which will be announced at 
the auction. If the highest bid does not meet the Reserve Bid 
then there is no sale. 

The auction sale will be conducted pursuant to an Order for 
Sale issued by the District Registrar. Certain parties may be 
prohibited from purchasing the property, including but not 
limited to, parties who by virtue of their employment or rela-
tionship to a person involved in the sale process would have 
special knowledge of the circumstances pertaining to the 
sale. For more information and a list of prohibited purchas-
ers please visit: www.teranetmanitoba.ca 

Further information and copies of the Conditions of Sale 
may be obtained from: 

SMITH NEUFELD JODOIN LLP 
Barristers & Solicitors 
85 PTH 12 North 
Steinbach, MB R5G 1A7 
File No. 111482-24 
Attention: Lindsay M. Mulholland 
Phone: 204-346-5124 
lmulholland@snj.ca

EMPLOYMENTCOMING EVENTS

Valley Agricultural Society
Annual General Meeting

December 4, 2024

Morris Multiplex – North Hall
7:00 p.m.  

(Doors open at 6:30 p.m.)

The Valley Agricultural Society would 

like to invite all members, volunteers, 

as well as the public, to attend.  

2025 Memberships - $20 each. 

Saddle Club Memberships 

will also be available.

Cash Bar, Door Prizes and 

Light Snack Provided

For more information, 

please contact the VAS office 

at 204-746-2552

Online McSherry 
Auctions

Estate & Moving
Featuring Diecast Toys 
December 4th @ 7:00PM

Estate & Moving
Featuring Coins 
December 11th @ 7:00PM

*Last Sale of 2024* 

McSherryAuction.com
204-467-1858
or 204-886-7027
mcsherryltd@gmail.com

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 
or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today -
 Call 467-5836 or Email 

ads@winklermordenvoice.ca



22   The Voice  Thursday,  November 28, 2024

PUBLIC NOTCE

GARDEN VALLEY SCHOOL DIVISION

Connecting with 
Homeschool Families

Meet and 
Greet Event

GVSD has launched a two-year 
initiative to engage and connect with homeschool 

families in the region.  We would like to connect with 
you and share our vision for this initiative. 

Join us for our Meet and Greet Event:

Tuesday, December 3, 2024
Emerado Centennial School Library

6:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Call 467-5836Call 467-5836

BizBiz
CardsCards

NOTICE OF APPLICATION PEMBINA VALLEY WATER 
COOPERATIVE REVISED WATER RATES - November 14, 2024

The Pembina Valley Water Cooperative (Co-op) has applied to the Public Utilities Board (Board) for revised water rates for Pembina Valley 

Water Cooperative Utility (Utility) as set out in rate study dated August 2024. Rates were last approved in 2022 in Board Order No. 138/22, 

with current rates coming into effect January 1, 2024.

The current and proposed rates are as follows:  

 Jan 1, 2024 Jan 1, 2025 Jan 1, 2026 Jan 1, 2027
Current and approved future rates - Board Order No. 138/22
 Water (per cubic meter)* $2.44 $2.50 $2.57  $2.65

Proposed revised rates**  Jan 1, 2025 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 
Water (per cubic meter)*    $2.50  $2.67  $2.89  $3.10  $3.29  $3.46

*Current rates based on 1,000 gallons; proposed rates based on cubic meters. Current and approved future rates have been converted 

to cubic meters for comparison purposes.

**The Coop is anticipating Year 1 rates to be effective later in 2025 and Year 2 rates beginning in 2027.

The current customers for the PVWC include:

RM of Dufferin  RM of Stanley   Town of Altona

RM of Grey  RM of Thompson   Town of Carman

RM of Montcalm  Roseau River First Nation  Town of Morris

RM of Morris  Municipality of Emerson-Franklin City of Winkler

RM of Rhineland  Blumengart Colony  City of Morden

RM of Roland  Halbstadt Marais Water Coop  Altona Rural Water Coop 

Details of the Co-op’s application are available for review at the Co-op office or the Public Utilities Board’s office. Any questions concerning 

the application for revised rates, or the operation of the Utility, should be sent directly to the Co-op.

If you have concerns/comments regarding the Pembina Valley Water Cooperative’s application for water rates, please go to www.pub  

manitoba.ca and provide your comment. Please note all comments will be forwarded to the Co-op.

Questions or comments should be sent on or before December 29, 2024.
The Public Utilities Board is the provincial regulatory agency that reviews and approves rates for water and wastewater utilities in Mani-

toba, with the exception of the City of Winnipeg. The Board’s review process involves:

The Manitoba Ombudsman has privacy guidelines for administrative tribunals.  The Board is mindful of its obligations under those guide-

lines.  Its decisions in respect of the application being considered will be sensitive to the guidelines. Personal information will not be 

disclosed unless it is appropriate and necessary to do so. However, the Board advises participants that these proceedings are public and 

that as a result, personal information protections are reduced.

The Board will then decide whether any further notice is required and whether to proceed with a public hearing or paper review process. 

All concerns received by the Board will be considered in the Board’s decision on rates to be charged.

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT IN CONSIDERING THIS APPLICATION, THE PUBLIC UTILITIES BOARD MAY OR MAY NOT FIND IT NECESSARY TO 

DETERMINE RATES DIFFERENT FROM THOSE APPLIED FOR BY THE APPLICANT.

Note: All proceedings will be conducted in accordance with the Board’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, which the Board may vary in order 

to constrain regulatory costs. The Rules are available at www.pubmanitoba.ca.

Jennifer Dubois, CPA, CMA

Assistant Associate Secretary Manitoba Public Utilities Board

Room 400 – 330 Portage Avenue

Winnipeg, MB  R3C 0C4

www.pubmanitoba.ca

SPRING DISCOUNT

15% OFF 403.872.4934
Call or email for a FREE ESTIMATE!

prestigeroofingcontracting@gmail.com

Veteran Owned & Operated
WE OFFER:

 

CLUES ACROSS  
  1. Long piece of squared timber
  5. Emaciation
 10. “Bewitched” boss Larry
 14. Combining form meaning “different”
 15. Current unit equal to 10 amperes
 16. Older
 17. Large, stocky lizard
 18. Ringworm
 19. Actor Pitt
 20. Indian hand clash cymbals
 22. Data at rest
 23. Jeweled headdress
 24. Indicators of when stories were written
 27. Check
 30. Cigarette (slang)
 31. Arctic explorers (abbr.)
 32. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)
 35. Delivered a speech
 37. A place to bathe
 38. Postmen deliver it
 39. Surface in geometry
 40. More (Spanish)
 41. __ and Venzetti
 42. Exclamation at the end of a prayer

 43. Hawaiian dish
 44. Aggressively proud men
 45. Fellow
 46. Mark Wahlberg comedy
 47. Mock
 48. When you expect to get somewhere
 49. Songs
 52. Pair of small hand drums
 55. Play
 56. Sword
 60. Evergreens and shrubs genus
 61. Filmed
 63. Italian Seaport
 64. Ancient kingdom near Dead Sea
 65. Pores in a leaf
 66. U. of Miami mascot is one
 67. Snakelike fi shes
 68. Pretended to be
 69. Body part
  CLUES DOWN
  1. Piece of felted material
  2. Ancient Greek City
  3. Aquatic plant
  4. Potentially harmful fungus (Brit. sp.)
  

PUBLIC NOTCE

CONT. ON PAGE 23



Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - 
Call 467-5836 or Email 

ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

The Morden Corn & Apple Festival is offering an exciting new 
opportunity for a vibrant, enthusiastic, self-motivated person. If 
you are passionate about the City of Morden and the Festival, 
are a strong team player with excellent people skills and      
computer skills, then you need to apply for this position.

Festival Administrator
Contract - 1,200 hours approximate

The Festival Administrator is the primary face and representative of 
the Morden Corn & Apple Festival to the larger community. The       
individual is responsible for all day-to-day operations of the Corn & 
Apple Festival and is responsible to execute the strategic initiatives 
laid out by the Board of Directors.

Key Responsibilities

 Corn & Apple Festival

 including preparing reports, answering phones, etc.

Qualifications

The Morden Corn & Apple Festival offers a competitive negotiable 

Please email your resume and cover letter to:

management@eagleyedesign.ca

This posting remains open until the position has been filled.
We thank all applicants; however only 

those invited for an interview will be contacted.

CAREERS

COMING EVENTS

CAREERS

Facility Manager
Full-Time, Reg - Brandon, MB #51-24/25

Salary: $61,943 to $86,071 annually 
($29.78 to $41.38 hourly)

Operating Shift Engineer
Full-Time, Regular - Brandon, MB #52-24/25

Salary: $61,490.81 to $74,776 annually 
($29.56 to $35.95 hourly)

Shift Power Engineer
Full-Time, Regular – Brandon, MB #53-24/25

Salary: $69,108.99 to $83,824 annually 
($33.23 to $40.30 hourly)

Assistant Operating Engineer
Full-Time, Regular - Brandon, MB #54-24/25
Salary: $58,058.26 to $70,699.20 annually 

($27.91 to $33.99 hourly)

For more detailed information, please visit our 
careers website: www.assiniboine.net/careers!

How to Apply:
If you are interested in this career opportunity, please email your resume 
and cover letter with reference to this competition to careers@assini-
boine.net. We thank all applicants for their interest; only those selected 
for further consideration will be contacted.

We are hiring!

Assiniboine College
1430 Victoria Ave E.

Brandon, MB R7A 2A9

PUBLIC NOITCE

SHIELD YOUR 
LUNGS

AS THE SEASONS 
CHANGE, SO DO 

THE RISKS TO YOUR 
LUNGS.  

TAKE STEPS TO 
PROTECT YOUR BREATH.
TALK TO YOUR DOCTOR 
OR PHARMACIST TODAY 

ABOUT SEASONAL 
IMMUNIZATION. 

Protectyourbreath.ca

5. Body art (slang)
  6. One who follows the rules
  7. Ordinary
  8. Honorably retired from assigned duties and 

retaining one’s title
  9. Relaxing space
 10. Japanese socks
 11. Indian city
 12. Rip
 13. Icelandic book
 21. Satisfi es
 23. Where golfers begin
 25. Small amount
 26. Snag
 27. Determine the sum of
 28. A distinctive smell
 29. Exposed to view
 32. Stain or blemish
 33. Small loop in embroidery
 34. River herring genus
 36. Large beer
 37. Deep, red-brown sea bream
 38. Partner to cheese
 40. At a deliberate pace
 41. Gurus
 43. Of each
 44. Angry
 46. Popular beverage
 47. Flower cluster
 49. Blocks
 50. Those who benefi tted from efforts of 

relatives (slang)
 51. Polio vaccine developer
 52. A (usually) large and scholarly book
 53. Popular soap ingredient
 54. NBAer Bradley
 57. Popular movie about a pig
 58. Musician Clapton
 59. Not a sure thing
 61. Recipe measurement (abbr.)
 62. Father
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Call: 204-467-5836 or Email: 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

FIND THE RIGHT 
PERSON FOR 
THE POSITION 

with an 
EMPLOYMENT/
CAREERS AD in



Check our online flyer for more Black Friday Deals!
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