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to your customers and others who make you successful!
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All Ads Include FREE COLOR

Lighting 
up for the 
season
Over 30 houses took part in the 
City of Winkler’s Light Up the 
Season decorating contest last 
weekend. The top three residen-
tial winners included 40 Bonnev-
ille Bay (top left), 87 Stingray Bay 
(top right), and 576 Collegiate Dr. 
(above). The top business entry 
was Jim Smith Accounting on 
Main St. “It was really lots of fun 
driving around and taking a look 
at everything,” said Coun. Henry 
Siemens in announcing the win-
ners. He noted the judges had a 
diffi cult time indeed picking the 
top entries. The list of participat-
ing homes is available online at 
lightuptheseason.ca. At the city’s 
virtual tree lighting ceremony 
Monday, Mayor Martin Harder was 
joined by Nathan Knight in the 
countdown to fl ip the switch on 
the lights in Bethel Heritage Park. 
The evening also included a song 
from Cheyenne Wiebe, Mikaela 
Wiebe, and Josiah Penner.

 PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
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Tour Of LightsTour Of Lights
Tuesday, December 14th, 2021 

6:00 to 8:00 pm

CURBSIDE PICKUP 
SCHEDULE CHANGE 

FOR DECEMBER!

Please be aware that a 
change has been made 

to the December 
curbside pickup 

schedule.

Download the updated 
schedule here:
www.bit.ly/DecPickU

with Flair

dwflair@mts.net 204-362-8202 

Frieda Janz 
Interior Decorator /
Window Covering

Specialist

Free Blind Consultations!

FREE CORDLESS 
UPGRADE ON GRABER 
ROLLER, PLEATED AND 

CELLULAR BLINDS

HOURS OF OPERATION: 
Monday - Friday

9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

324 CARGILL ROAD, WINKLER
SHOP AND 
DONATE

NEW ITEMS GOING 
OUT DAILY

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Firefi ghters were called to the 
SWAMP landfi ll early Monday morn-
ing.

Winkler Fire Department Chief 
Richard Paetzold said they were at the 
scene a little before 6 a.m. after a fi re 
broke out in the garbage pile.

The blaze encompassed a full three-
quarters of the cell, the chief said, but 
fi refi ghters were able to get it under 
control and prevent it from spreading 
further.

“It was basically an area that wasn’t 
capped by dirt yet,” said Paetzold. 
SWAMP staff regularly cover com-
pacted trash to prevent it from blow-
ing in the wind and limit the potential 
for fi re.

“We basically just held it at bay while 
heavy equipment came in and packed 
it down and then they were going to 

Firefi ghters were on the scene of the Firefi ghters were on the scene of the 
regional landfi ll for about six hours regional landfi ll for about six hours 
Monday morning containing a blaze Monday morning containing a blaze 
that broke out on the trash pile.that broke out on the trash pile.

 PHOTOS SUPPLIED BY WINKLER  PHOTOS SUPPLIED BY WINKLER 
FIRE DEPARTMENTFIRE DEPARTMENT

Fire breaks 
out at landfi ll

that morning. 
“Because there wasn’t 

much at risk, we defi -
nitely weren’t taking any 
chances,” Paetzold said. 
“We cycled the guys, 
two on each line. So we 
had six guys out work-
ing the lines at a time 
for half an hour or so 
and then they switched 
off with guys that were 
warmed up sitting in the 
trucks.”

They were at the scene 
for about six hours.

cap it later today”
The cause of the blaze is undeter-

mined.
Firefi ghters worked in shifts to stay 

warm amidst the frigid -30 windchill 
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Local leaders navigate pandemic challenges
By Lorne Stelmach

With so much attention on this re-
gion in recent months amidst the con-
tinuing pandemic, local leaders have 
often found themselves thrust very 
much into the spotlight.

There has clearly been some con-
trasts between Morden Mayor Bran-
don Burley and Winkler Mayor Mar-
tin Harder in how they’ve lead their 
communities through the past couple 
of years.

Having had COVID himself, Bur-
ley has been especially vocal against 
those who are anti-vaccine and unac-
cepting of restrictions, even speaking 
out publicly against other municipal 
leaders for not setting a good example 
or actively spreading misinformation. 

Harder has consistently encouraged 
his constituents to get vaccinated, 
though he’s also been vocal in his crit-
icisms of the provincial government’s 
handling of the pandemic, including 
being involved with the Open MB 
campaign that lobbied for the safe re-
opening of small businesses during 
the lockdowns.

As the pandemic has unfolded, both 
mayors have received a great deal of 
pushback every time they’ve been 
asked to weigh-in on the issues of the 
day, and it’s clearly taken a toll.

“There is just so much animos-
ity around these days that it’s hard 
to handle,” observed Harder, who 
recalled thinking early on that “the 
damage to our communities and to 
our country is going to be worse as the 
fallout of COVID-19 than the disease 
itself ... and if I look at the ridicule that 
is coming from outside of this com-
munity, I wish I wouldn’t have to say 
I was right. I know it is going to take a 
generation to heal.”

In getting involved with the Open 
MB campaign, Harder emphasized its 
message was very much about being 
safe but also being more fair with re-
strictions.

“We obviously have a very mixed 
opinion as to what’s the right thing 
to do and what isn’t the right thing 
to do,” he said. “It was fully with the 
intent of opening our business com-
munity, asking for a fair distribution 
of requirements right across Manito-
ba. At that time, the small businesses, 
in my opinion, were being singled out 
and being closed down ... and the big 

box stores were able to operate.”
Harder  received a fair bit of criticism 

for taking that stance, though he feels 
some critics put words in his mouth.

“I said be safe. I did not say don’t get 
vaccinated. I did not say you should 
go to work [sick]. I just said be safe, be 
fair, and we need to open so we can 
in fact open and carry on and pay our 
bills.

“To me, it has been a hard place to 
be because I fully a hundred per cent 
believe that the vaccine has made a 
huge difference,” said Harder, who 
added that he maintains the hope “for 
people to fi nally get the idea that yes, 
I need to be tested, yes, I need to be 
restricting myself ... just don’t go and 
spread it to anybody else. ... we have 
a responsibility and an obligation to 
protect each other. And I wish people 
would just stick to that now.”

He also addressed the criticism that 
came his way for addressing attend-
ees of a Winkler rally earlier this fall 
protesting vaccination/testing re-
quirements.

“Since when is it wrong to listen 
to somebody?” he responded when 
asked why he attended. “I very, very 
clearly at that gathering promoted 
vaccinations ... people are so quick to 
jump to conclusions by what they see 
rather than what actually happened.”

He expressed his disappointment at 
the hit Winkler’s reputation has taken 
in recent months, as vaccination rates 
in the area continue to lag signifi cant-
ly behind the rest of the province.

“When this all fi rst came around ... 
when the restrictions started coming 

in, our region had no cases; Winnipeg 
had the cases,” Harder said in cau-
tioning people about being too quick 
to point fi ngers and lay blame. “I have 
had the same threats, the same accu-
sations, and very interestingly and re-
cently the pressure from outside our 
area, looking at us and thinking how 
stupid we are here. 

“It’s about getting 
to the end, and that, 
as a local politician, 
has been the most 
frustrating,” he con-
tinued. “I have the 
pressure on both 
sides ... I have been 
vocal about people 
getting vaccinat-
ed, as I am today. 
My position hasn’t 
changed. 

“We do need to 
do some things dif-
ferent. We need to 
make sure that people understand 
that we are there to care for each oth-
er, not just simply, ‘What my rights 
are,’” he said. “My rights become 
nothing compared to someone else’s 
rights, and I wish that message would 
get through to people.”

SPEAKING OUT, PUSHING 
BACK

Burley’s outspoken approach has of 
course been in part coloured by he 
and his family having contracted the 
virus last year.

The bottom line for him, though, is 

to look at and acknowledge the data 
that clearly shows the toll that COVID 
is taking on our world. 

“Those are numbers that don’t lie. 
They are very clear that COVID-19 
is dangerous, and I think to take the 
position that we would fl irt with dis-
information or we would not look and 
act on the best information possible, 

I think, would be a 
reckless approach,” 
said Burley.

“There’s a need 
to counter-balance 
the messaging. In 
particular, there are 
some very vocal and 
very loud people 
who have opinions, 
but not qualifi ed 
opinions. There’s a 
difference between 
opinion and quali-
fi ed opinion ... I 
think we’ve lost the 

ability to distinguish.
“There are consistent fl aws in the 

information or sources of informa-
tion as well as in the logic applied to 
data,” he continued. “Largely, I felt the 
pushback was necessary because I felt 
there were voices having outsized in-
fl uence on the region, and those voic-
es were detrimental to the health and 
safety of our communities.”

He acknowledged the challenge of 
maintaining his stance with all the 
heat that he has taken from some peo-
ple, including having one protest rally 
pass by right outside his home.

 VOICE FILE PHOTOS
Morden Mayor Brandon Burley (left) and Winkler Mayor Martin Harder have been the face of their respec-
tive communities through the pandemic. It’s taken a toll, but both have their eye on the end goal: getting 
through this global crisis and out on the other side of it.

“IT IS GOING TO TAKE A 
GENERATION TO HEAL.”

“THIS IS OUR ROLE 
AND A DUTY ... TO 
HAVE TO PUSH BACK, 
BECAUSE THE SAFETY 
OF OUR COMMUNITY 
IS AT STAKE.”

Continued on page 5
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 >  BURLEY, FROM PG. 4
“It obviously isn’t an easy path,” 

said Burley, who noted the toll it has 
taken on his wife and family. “My 
children have been in fear.

“We have had to swim upstream in 
this both in the public and in private 
family life,” he said, adding that he 
has also been heartened by those 
who have been increasingly voicing 
their support to him. 

He sees speaking out  in favour of 
vaccination and against misinfor-
mation as being connected to his 
role as mayor in the sense of having 
to act to protect the community that 
he was elected to serve.

“This is our role and a duty, more 
than anything, to have to push back, 
because the safety of our communi-
ty is at stake ... in an unbridled and 
out of control pandemic, we’ve seen 
around the world what it can do,” 
he said. “We’re at signifi cant risk of 
overwhelming our capacities ... life-
saving procedures are being put on 
the back burners because of capac-
ity issues, and that’s coming from 
our inability to get the pandemic 
under control.

“We’re looking at years ahead of 
us still in terms of health impacts on 
communities,” he continued. “So we 
do have a duty not to act against the 
best interests of our communities, 
at a minimum. There is a duty there 
for everyone who is a leader or has a 
sphere of infl uence to challenge and 
to try to, as best they can, under-
stand what the problem is and then 

how they need to approach it in re-
sponse and in a responsible way.”

He is always prepared to try to en-
gage with people but acknowledged 
that “sometimes, the verbiage and 
the language” stray from being kind.

“There’s a higher bar ... I’ve tried 
to hold people who  make claims 
of ‘plandemics’ or global conspira-
cies to a general logical principle 
that extraordinary claims require 
extraordinary evidence ... I would 
say that some of the claims made on 
behalf of COVID being fake news or 
planned or a hoax are so extraordi-
nary that they would require a stan-
dard of evidence that I just don’t see 
being applied.”

He particularly drew attention for 
his response to RM of La Broquerie 
Reeve Lewis Weiss for speaking at a 
protest rally and spreading misin-
formation. 

“I was very sick with COVID ... and 
to see somebody who is a peer go out 
in public and get no real response at 
the municipal level, I think it set a 
dangerous tone,” explained Burley. 
“Every good conspiracy begins with 
a quasi-expert, and they had that, 
had somebody who would preach 
it, and they had somebody who ap-
peared to have authority in govern-
ment. You’re abusing the role, and of 
course there was no evidence forth-
coming from Reeve Weiss [to back 
up his claims].”

Continued on page 6

New picnic shelter up 
at Lake Minnewasta
By Lorne Stelmach

A local community service organiza-
tion stepped up to help make a new 
picnic shelter a reality at Lake Min-
newasta. 

The Morden Elks Lodge donated 
$20,000 for the shelter from the pro-
ceeds of the past year’s annual fund-
raising lottery.

“We have a good relationship with 
the city ... we often contact them when 
we’re looking for a project,” said Rob 
Dudgeon, chairperson of the lottery, 
which sees half of the proceeds go 
to the winners and the other half to-
wards a community project.

“It’s a good project for us ... and the 
club members pull up their socks and 

get the tickets sold, and right now, 
with COVID, that’s really the only op-
tion that we have,” he noted. “We’re 
fortunate to be able to still do this and 
keep the club going and keep people 
interested.”

The club has put about $100,000 back 
into the community as a result of the 
lottery over the past decade. City of-
fi cials lauded their commitment to the 
betterment of Morden. 

“The Elks have been so supportive 
of work that we have done. They al-
ways look for things that really help 
the community and help youth, and 
a lot of that is also what we are try-
ing to do,” said Clare Agnew, director 
of community services for the City of 
Morden. “We appreciate the support. 

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Clare Agnew, director of community services, with Morden Elks Lodge 
lottery chair Rob Dudgeon (centre) and beach and campground man-
ager Brian Thiessen in front of the new picnic shelter at Lake Min-
newasta. 

Morden Elks donation made it possible

You can see things like picnic shelters 
and play structures and all kinds of 

things that have the Elks logo on it.”
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B
y now, faithful 
reader, you know 
me enough to 
know that I am 
nothing if not radi-

cally too open about some 
of my “stuff” (my middle 
initials could be TMI). In the 
spirit of this, strap in ...

About a month ago there was an 
incident while I was watching televi-
sion: a strange blurry spot blossomed 
in my vision, grew to a kaleidoscope-
like ring and slowly 
disappeared. It last-
ed about 10-15 min-
utes. This occurred 
a few more times 
over the following 
days and always left 
a permanent spot in 
the centre of my vi-
sion just southwest 
of the middle. 

The spot bends 
light around it in a way best described 
as though I am always walking around 
with my own pet singularity hover-
ing just in front of me. I cannot see 
through it. It is small (about thumb-
nail sized at arm’s length) but it com-
pletely obscures what’s behind it. As I 
look at the screen while writing this I 
cannot see some of the words.

For reasons that may not be too obvi-
ous, I have named it Athena.

Having a sister who has had two 
torn retinas, I decided it was wise to 
get this checked out as quickly as pos-
sible. I went to the optometrist and 

had various mapping done. Nothing 
showed up as a concert. At 53, I have 
great vision from an eyeball perspec-
tive. 

Queue the unfortunate but inevita-
ble search of the internet, which sim-
ply convinced me I am dying in 1001 
different ways, each more horrible 
than the next.

Realizing the foolishness of this, I 
then went to my doctor and now—
two CT scans, an MRI, and two IVs 
later—they have mapped a 1 cm x 1.5 
cm “something” in my right occipital 
lobe (the part of the brain responsible 
for vision). 

I say “something” because it is likely 
a hemorrhage (stroke) but we cannot 
know for sure until I see a neurolo-
gist. The neurologist will determine 
what it is, hopefully why it is, and 
what needs to be done to treat it, 
which may include surgery.

Speaking of the neurologist ... the 
two who have reviewed my scans so 
far are not quite sure what it is but 
are proceeding as though it was a 

stroke  for the time being. However 
they do not know what kind of stroke 
(if it was a stroke) and they are also 
not ruling out a cancerous mass. 

Personally, I suspect a cockroach 
snuck into my ear while I was sleep-
ing in a hotel room not long ago, but 
this seems unlikely. 

In the meantime, the carnival cruise 
of medical testing begins in earnest. 
This morning my amazing family 
doctor (Dr. Tyler Atchison in Carman) 
sent me details of what will be hap-
pening in the foreseeable future.

Neurology is going to review my 
scans in greater detail to determine 
if urgent neurosurgery is required; 
bloodwork is being ordered to rule 

out infectious disease or autoimmune 
issues; an ECG has been ordered as 
well as a 48 hour heart monitor to look 
for possible arrhythmias; a CT angio-
gram/venogram of the brain is on the 
way; another MRI in a month to check 
on “Athena”; referral to the Stroke 
Prevention Clinic as an outpatient at 
some point and a formal communi-
cation to MPI, as I am currently on a 
driving hold.

Whew. It’s a lot.
Some of you (hopefully far older 

than me) are saying to your signifi cant 
other right now, Oy! That’s nothing. I 
go through all of that and 200 pills in a 
day! He should count himself lucky!” 
And I do. Trust me.

I have a fantastic support network 
including my wife, kids, siblings, 
friends, and extended family. They are 
all fantastic. My board is letting me 
work remotely and my staff have been 
superheroes through the entirety so 
far. 

Of all the amazing people I have 
around me my wife bears this load 
the most (perhaps even more than me 
because she has to deal with all of my 
dark, gallows humour throughout). 
She is the love of my life and I suspect 
going through this without her would 
be wildly different.

Why am I telling you any of this? 
Honestly, I just feel better taking you 
on this journey with me and Athena. 
My mum passed away when she was 
67 of what’s called a subarachnoid 
hemorrhage (a type of brain bleed) 
and so this stuff weighs a little. 

I don’t need anything from you—
just journey with me and I will keep 
you posted. Thanks for listening.

getheardtheardttEDITORIAL  >  VIEWPOINTS >  LETTERS

It came from Pete’s brain

By Peter 
Cantelon
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The cracks the pandemic has 
caused locally will take time to heal, 
Burley observed, but fi rst we need to 
get through the crisis at hand.

“We need to be alive, and we need 
to be able to reconcile with those 
around us, and we need to be able 
to live together in a post pandemic 
world,” he said. “I would say be kind, 
but don’t let your kindness lead you 

into a position where you can’t con-
front untruths or disinformation. If 
you’re going to do the right things, 
you’ll get pushback. And pride is a 
terrible thing, so there will need to 
be humility on both sides.”

Burley concluded on a hopeful 
note.

“Have the conversations but have 
them in public, have them out in the 

open, and have them transparently 
and be ready to be wrong,” he said. 
“It’s a tough time, but everywhere, 
there are glimmers of hope ... there’s 
a lot of people in this region who 
have done the right things and do 
that even in opposition with family 
and friends.”

 >  BURLEY, FROM PG. 5
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Family Fun prize calendar on sale nowFamily Fun prize calendar on sale now

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Family Resource Cen-
tre and the Morden and Parent Child 
Resource Centre have launched pre-
sales for their Family Fun February 
prize draw calendar just in time for 
the holidays.

“February may seem like a long 
ways away, but it will be here before 
you know it,” says executive director 
Cathy Savage, noting they got a lot of 
positive feedback for their pre-Christ-
mas sale of the calendar last year. “It 
gives people something to look for-
ward to ... and it makes a great stock-
ing stuffer.”

The calendar is once again packed 
full of daily prizes donated by local 
businesses. It runs the gamut from 
gift cards and gift baskets to hotel 
stays, tickets to local and Winnipeg 
attractions, toys, games, puzzles, and 

more.
“This year we have great prizes al-

ready,” Savage says, adding that par-
ticipating businesses last year had 
a lot of fun pulling a prize together, 
with many local entrepreneurs us-
ing the calendar as a way to get their 
name and product out there. “Lots of 
small businesses got some new cus-
tomers thanks to the calendar, which 
was great to see.”

Numerous Morden-Winkler busi-
nesses have provided prizes for the 
calendar already, but Savage says 
there are still a few days open if any-
one else would like to come on board 
as a prize sponsor. 

Resource centre staff will draw a 
winner every day in February and an-
nounce the winning ticket on social 
media.

“Every single day there’s a prize 
package that you can win,” she said, 
explaining that once you win your 
ticket comes out of the pool, so you 
need to buy more than one calendar 
for a crack at multiple prizes.

All funds raised to go support the 
resource centres’ free early childhood 
education programming. When you 
purchase a calendar, you can decide 
whether you’d like your donation to 

go to support Morden or Winkler pro-
gramming.

Calendars are $10 each or three for 
$25. Contact Savage at 204-332-9418 or 
winklerfrc@gmail.com for more de-
tails.

Anyone who orders a calendar in 
advance will get a placeholder to give 
out as a gift and then the actual calen-
dar in the new year.

Calendars aside, Savage notes year-
end is a perfect time for businesses 
and individuals alike to make a chari-
table donation to the resource centres.

It’s a way, she says, to invest in your 
community through a great set of pro-
grams for the next generation.

For donation details, head online to 
winklerfamilyresourcecentre.com or 
contact Savage at the number above.

Cathy Savage with a few of Cathy Savage with a few of 
the prize packages up for the prize packages up for 
grabs in the Family Fun grabs in the Family Fun 
February prize calendar.February prize calendar.
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Funds support 
Winkler, Morden 
early childhood 
programming

MWM working on recycling diversion in wake of Gateway fi re
ity in time, which results in some of 
the material going to the landfi ll,” he 
said. “This is always a last resort and 
it comes with a great feeling of disap-
pointment. 

“One thing that we don’t want is for 
people to stop recycling. It is such an 
important part of our lives and we 
need to stay on point with this,” Oli-

ver stressed. “Unfortunately, with the 
events that have occurred with Gate-
way we have had to make some hard 
decisions that have come with a cost.”

An agreement is in the works to di-
vert some of the recycling to Penner 
Waste. Oliver noted they hope to be-
gin hauling material there by mid-
week.

“We hope to work with Penner Waste 
on all the recycling,” he said. “Some of 
it will go back to Gateway once they 
are back up and running but we plan 
on continuing to haul some of the ma-
terial to Penner Waste as well.”

 

By Voice staff

Public health offi cials Monday an-
nounced six more deaths due to CO-
VID-19 and 539 new cases.

Saturday saw the case count jump 
by 191, Sunday it was 211 (the highest 
it’s been in months), and Monday’s 
new cases numbered 137. Manitoba’s 
active caseload at press time was at 
1,613.

Breaking it down by region, Winni-
peg added 186 cases over the week-
end followed by Southern Health-
Santé Sud with 176, Northern with 
79, and Interlake-Eastern and Prairie 
Mountain with 49 each.

A total of 152 Manitobans are in 
hospital due to COVID-19, including 
104 with active COVID-19 (still infec-
tious). A further 30 people are in in-
tensive care, including 24 who are still 
actively contagious.

Of the active hospital admissions, 67 
per cent of patients were either not 
vaccinated at all (62 per cent) or only 
partially vaccinated (fi ve per cent).

In intensive care, the unvaccinated 
make up 92 per cent of the active cas-
es.

With the weekend’s reported deaths, 
a total of 1,334 Manitobans have died 
due to COVID-19.

The fi ve-day COVID-19 test positiv-

ity rate was 6.3 per cent provincially 
and 4.1 per cent in Winnipeg on Mon-
day. 

Last week, the province updated its 
regional test positivity rates. Southern 
Health, which has the lowest vaccina-
tion uptake in Manitoba,  had a test 
positivity rate of 15 per cent.

No cases of the new omicron variant 
have been detected in Manitoba yet.

In the Pembina Valley, Winkler was 
reporting 45 cases Monday followed 
by 30 in Morden, 29 in Altona, 23 in 
Lorne/Louise/Pembina, 11 in Car-
man, eight in Stanley,  seven in Grey, 
four in Roland/Thompson, and two 
each in Morris and Red River South. 

Southern Health test positivity rate over double rest of province

By Ashleigh Viveiros

With the Gateway Resources pro-
cessing depot closed to communities 
outside Winkler for the next several 
months, MWM Environmental has 
had its hands full fi nding alternative 
places to bring its recycling.

The company, which picks up recy-
cling for Morden, Carman, the RM 
of Lorne, and the RM of Stanley, nor-
mally hauls upwards of 90 tonnes a 
month to Gateway, general manager 
Tim Oliver said in an email last week.

Since the end of September, though, 
that option has been closed to them 
in the wake of the fi re that destroyed 
Gateway’s processing building. The 
non-profi t is planning to reopen on a 
limited basis to handle only Winkler 
recycling until the building can be re-
built next summer.

In the meantime, over the past few 
months MWM has sent what recy-
cling it could to processing depots in 
Altona and Portage la Prairie, Oliver 
said, though some of it has wound up 
in the local landfi ll.

“Sometimes time restraints make it 
so we are unable to get to the facil-

Check out the Winkler Morden Voice online at www.winklermordenvoice.ca
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Chamber “shop local” truck back on the road
By Lorne Stelmach

The Morden and District Chamber 
of Commerce is helping spread some 
cheer again this holiday season.

The chamber is back on the road with 
its decorated truck to help spread the 
word about the importance of shop-
ping locally.

Its role is a little different this year, 
as the truck last year was deployed 
amidst pandemic restrictions to serve 
as a delivery service for local busi-
nesses. This Christmas, it is just serv-
ing as a promotional tool to encour-
age and promote shopping locally.

“The chamber of commerce is work-
ing hard to spread the ‘support local, 
love local’ message in the community,” 
said executive director Candace Col-
lins. “It’s already been out and about, 
and I’m sure everyone will see it and 
hear it out and about ... it’s lit up, and 
we’ll have music playing as well.”

The chamber worked with Checker 
Signs to get the vehicle all decked out 
for the season, and it will serve to also 

highlight a contest around the #Shop-
Morden theme with the chamber set 
to give away 10 $200 prizes until Dec. 
20.

“We have actually a bunch of gift 
cards to local restaurants and busi-

nesses that we will be handing out 
sporadically,” Collins said. “We want 
to see people post to social media and 
picture showing how they are sup-
porting local ... all they have to do is  
use #shopmorden, make a post, and 

 SUBMITTED PHOTO BY VLADIMIR TITARENKO
The Morden chamber’s “shop local” truck is back on the road this holi-
day season, encouraging people to support area businesses as they 
go about their Christmas shopping.

that hashtag automatically gets them 
entered to win.

“It can be anything that you’re doing 
to support local,” she said. “We hope to 
see lots of posts showing how people 
love their local business community. 
We want to give back to those people 
who are supporting local through this 
initiative.”

In addition, the chamber will also 
be giving away some “stay and play” 
packages. There will be four valued 
at $500, including a one night hotel 
stay at the Best Western as well as gift 
cards or passes for a local restaurant, 
salon, and attraction.

“We are going to ask people to nom-
inate someone,” said Collins, who en-
couraged people to check the cham-
ber website and social media for more 
information and to make their nomi-
nations by email to the chamber. “We 
want to hear about someone that you 
think you would like to spread some 
cheer to ... it’s paying it forward to 
someone else.”

Safe Driving Week takes aim at distracted driving
By Lorne Stelmach

Focusing entirely on the road when 
driving is not a part-time responsibil-
ity. 

It may seem to be a simple message, 
but it is unfortunately something too 
many people still lose sight of, so it is 
the focus of this year’s National Safe 
Driving Week.

The initiative for Dec. 1-7 is a joint 
promotion of the Canada Safety 
Council, Manitoba Public Insurance 
(MPI) and the Insurance Brokers As-
sociation of Manitoba (IBAM),

You simply can’t watch the road and 
check your smart phone at the same 
time, as even a quick glance can lead 
to a preventable collision, said Grant 
Wainikka, CEO of IBAM, who noted 
people in general are mindful of the 
dangers,  but the statistics show it is 
still a concern.

“I think there’s a certain fear of 
missing out ... the tendency is to want 
to check [your phone], and we’ve be-
come such an immediate culture that 
you want to check it as soon as pos-
sible,” said Wainikka.

“We know that distracted driving is 
very dangerous ... distracted driving is 
a leading cause of fatalities on Mani-
toba roads ... so this is still a thing to 
be cognizant of and to raise aware-
ness about.

“We’re concerned about our custom-
ers and want them to be safe when 
they drive ... sometimes minor behav-
ioural changes can help lead to that,” 
said Wainikka. “Consumer protection 
is top of mind. This is what insurance 
brokers do for their clients. We can 
think of no better way of promoting 
consumer protection.”

Transport Canada estimates that 
distraction, which is often attributed 
to cell phone and device use, contrib-
utes to 21 per cent of fatal collisions 
and 27 per cent of serious injury col-
lisions.

Overall, driver distraction is a lead-
ing contributor to fatal crashes in 
Manitoba, linked to nearly 50 per cent 
of all fatalities and 37 per cent of all 
serious injuries last year, according to 
MPI data.

In 2020, there were a total of 44,339 

reportable traffi c collisions on public 
roadways in Manitoba—70 of these 
were fatal collisions, while there were 
5,667 injury collisions. 

A 2018 survey by CAA reported Ca-
nadians view distracted driving as the 
number one threat to their personal 
safety on the road. Manitobans ac-
knowledge the risk of distracted driv-
ing, but some still make the choice to 
do it. 

In MPI’s 2021 traffi c safety culture 
survey, 95 per cent of Manitobans ex-
press that using or checking a hand-
held cellphone while driving is unac-
ceptable. Of various behaviours that 
could cause a collision, checking/us-
ing a hand-held cellphone while driv-
ing was the highest rated potential 
hazard, with 86 per cent indicating it 
is likely to cause a collision.

Yet, in the same survey, 25 per cent 
admitted to driving while using a 
hand-held cellphone.

When your attention is not fully on 
the road, the impacts can be numer-
ous—less visual scanning of your sur-
roundings, reduced opportunities to 

identify visual cues, less time to react 
to your surroundings and a reduction 
in critical brain resources needed to 
assess the road ahead.

“Technology has made the task of 
driving easier in many ways,” said Ga-
reth Jones, president and CEO of the 
Canada Safety Council. “But when 
technology pulls our attention away 
from the road, we are taking on risk 
and need to carefully consider how 
and when technology is used.”

“Driver distraction is a high-risk 
driving behaviour and can be changed 
by the driver,” said Eric Herbelin, 
CEO and president of MPI. “Driving 
requires 100 per cent of your atten-
tion and concentration. Anything less 
can result in a crash. Our objective is 
to reduce fatalities, injuries and colli-
sions in our province. This can be ac-
complished when drivers make the 
right decisions.

 “The stakes are high for our custom-
ers—death, injury, property damage, 
fi nes and fi nancial impacts on auto in-
surance premium and driver licence 
fees.”

getinformedtinformedNEWS  >  VIEWS  >  WINKLER  >  MORDEN  >  SURROUNDING AREAS
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Docs answer questions about the 
COVID-19 vaccine for children
By Lorne Stelmach

An online town hall last week gave 
Manitobans a chance to ask questions 
and hear from medical experts on the 
pediatric COVID-19 vaccine.

The session hosted by Doctors Man-
itoba Nov.  30 focused on the vaccine 
recently authorized by Health Canada 
for children aged fi ve to 11, and it cov-
ered such topics as the benefi ts and 
risks of vaccination and the effective-
ness of the vaccine.

The hope was to help ensure par-
ents have the facts to make a fully-
informed decision about vaccinating 
their children.

The panel of fi ve doctors stressed 
the vaccine offers the best protection 
against COVID-19 and related com-
plications, and they also sought to 
offer assurances about its safety and 
particularly about the risk of side ef-
fects.

“Immunizing your child helps to 
add that added level of public health 
security in managing the pandemic,” 
said Dr. Ruth Grimes, president of the 
Canadian Paediatric Society. “With 
the evidence that we have so far, it 
seems that those major complications 
can be dealt with quite handily.”

“The best thing I can say is that we 
know a lot about the immune system 
and how it responds to vaccines, how 
it responds to infections ... and what 
we see in every other infection and 
every other vaccine is a lack of long 
term surprise side effects,” said Dr. 
Joss Reimer, medical offi cer of health 
and medical lead for the Manitoba 
Vaccine Implementation Task Force.

“We don’t see people fi ve years, 10 
years, 20 years later having some un-
expected damage to their body be-
cause of their immune response, and 
so we’re very reassured that this will 

be the same thing because the im-
mune system hasn’t changed.”

“Collectively, pediatricians are very 
good at looking for signals that would 
warn us about safety in this particular 
age group, and we haven’t seen any-
thing to date ... so that’s reassuring,” 
noted Dr. Jared Bullard, section head 
of pediatric infectious diseases and 
associate medical director of Cadham 
Lab. “In addition, we’ll be continuing 
to monitor for any sort of safety con-
cerns or signals going forward.”

The hour and a half long session 
covered a lot of ground, including 
even the doctors’ thoughts on talking 
to your children about vaccination, 
with Dr. Marni Hanna, president of 
the Manitoba Pediatric Society, touch-
ing on her experience with her own 
daughter.

“We talked about it positively at 
home, and she saw how excited we 
were to get our COVID shots, and 
she knows that this means something 
big for her,” said Hanna. “If you know 
your kid is really anxious, try to book 
their appointment in an environment 
where they feel safer ... in a place they 
feel familiar with.”

Do whatever is needed for them to 
feel comfortable and give children 
some degree of control over the envi-
ronment and situation, added Grimes.

Hanna addressed a question about 
whether the vaccine might in any way 
affect a child’s development or even 
future fertility, and she stressed there 
was no basis to support that thought 
and that the risk instead is from get-
ting COVID.

 “If you get really, really sick [with 
COVID-19], in a child, that can lead 
to developmental delay ... so it really 
makes a lot more sense to get the vac-
cine.”

Bullard addressed a youth’s ques-
tions about the smaller dose for chil-
dren and age considerations.

“When we were looking at this par-
ticular vaccine, we actually did look at 
different amounts, and we looked at 
all sorts of kids,” he said.  “There’s re-
ally no reason to put off getting that 
vaccination ... the sooner you get the 
vaccine, the sooner you’re going to see 
the benefi ts of getting that vaccine.”

The doctors then went on to the 
waiting period for the second dose, 
noting that their current recommen-

dation is an eight week period even 
though Health Canada has approved 
it a 21-day period.

“The reasoning for spacing it out by 
eight weeks instead is that a longer 
interval provides longer lasting and 
stronger protection,” suggested Han-
na.

“There can be some fl exibility be-
cause everyone’s treatment plan is a 
bit different,” added Ashley Chopek, a 
pediatric oncology and bone marrow 
transplant specialist.

“Overall, we really do want kids to 
get that eight week interval because 
it works better and we think it’s safer 
... it’s probably still worth waiting ... I 
wouldn’t rush that second dose,” said 
Reimer, who noted one exception is 
related to First Nations communities 
where there is elevated risk. In that 
instance, they want to get the second 
doses done sooner because of the 
more severe outcomes being seen in 
some of these locations.

Hanna also noted that they don’t 
want families to wait too long if their 
children have recently had other vac-
cinations, but they are recommend-
ing other vaccines not be given within 
two weeks of the COVID-19 shots.

“The main reason for that is to moni-
tor for potential side effects ... it makes 
it very confusing if they’ve had mul-
tiple vaccines at one time ... however, 
there may be special situations.”

Addressing further questions about 

 SCREENSHOT
Dr. Joss Reimer, medical lead of Manitoba’s vaccination campaign, was 
joined by a panel of other medical professionals for a virtual town hall 
hosted by Doctors Manitoba last week to fi eld questions about the 
COVID-19 vaccine for children.

“WE’LL BE CONTINUING 
TO MONITOR FOR ANY 
SORT OF SAFETY 
CONCERNS OR SIGNALS 
MOVING FORWARD.”

side effects, Hanna said they are pri-
marily local where they received the 
injection (a sore arm), but there can 
be some systemic side effects such 
as fever, chills, muscle ache and fa-
tigue, although they are believed to 
be much less common in the younger 
age group of children.

Reimer reiterated that studies did 
not show any more severe outcomes 
among younger children than any 
other age group, but it is something 
they continue to watch very carefully.

“We’re talking about incredibly low 
numbers ... it’s still such a low risk 
compared to what this infection is do-
ing in our communities,” she said.

Reimer also touched briefl y on the 
most recent COVID variant of con-
cern and noted that they still have 
more to learn about it.

“I think it’s very clear that experts 
are worried about it, but we don’t 
know how much more transmissible 
it is; we don’t know the impact that 
it will have on how well the vaccine 
works, but what we do know is that 
the vaccine will work against this vari-
ant,” she said.

“Is it going to be a little bit lower 
effectiveness? Maybe. We’re far too 
early to know,” she said. “If you’re vac-
cinated, you still have an army ready 
to go ... don’t hold back on being as 
fully protected as you can be.”

For more information, you can go 
online to Man i to baVac cine .ca. The 
site, created by physicians about CO-
VID-19 vaccines, will be updated with 
answers to common questions about 
the pediatric vaccines.oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden
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Where your trash ends up—and 
how some of it is repurposed
By Ashleigh Viveiros

This coming February will mark 
fi ve years since Brent Kletke came on 
board as the manager of SWAMP, the 
Solid Waste Area Management Proj-
ect for Morden, Winkler, and Stanley.

It’s a fancy name for a simple mu-
nicipal necessity: the regional landfi ll.

On a tour of the 160-acre site earlier 
this fall, Kletke’s enthusiasm for im-
proving the 25-year-old landfi ll was 
clear.

Chief among the improvements of 
late is the residential tipping area.

It used to be that people were direct-
ed to the towering garbage pile when 
they had trash to drop off, risking nails 
in their tires and having to dodge gi-
ant commercial trucks as they went.

These days, a visit to SWAMP for the 
average residential customer means 
you won’t have to venture much fur-
ther in than the collection of bins 
a stone’s throw from the offi ce and 
scale.

“This is one of the most positive 
changes that we’ve made here at the 
landfi ll,” Kletke says. “We’ve slowly 
been expanding it and we’re hoping 
to do so next year again.”

The bins are set into the ground for 
easier access. Shovels and brooms 
hang nearby to help both with un-
loading and cleaning up one’s vehicle 
afterwards. Wood chips help keep the 
area from becoming a boggy mess 
in the rain and staff go over the area 
with a magnet on the regular to try 
and keep stray nails at bay.

“We’re trying to make it as user-
friendly for our customers as we can,” 
Kletke says. “Going to the dump used 
to be a negative thing. We’re working 

towards making this a more positive 
experience for people.”

Beside the tipping area sits scrap 
metal and recycling bins to try and 
keep such potentially reusable items 
from clogging up the landfi ll unnec-
essarily.

“If you’re coming to the landfi ll with 
a load of waste as it is and you have 
three bags of recycling, then it’s very 
handy to just throw it right in [the re-
cycling bin],” Kletke says, noting they 
do try to keep an eye out for residen-
tial recycling before it hits the pile, but 
the onus if very much on customers  
(be they individuals or communities) 
to do that sorting in advance. “We try 
to do what we can. Unfortunately with 
our person power that we have ... try-
ing to fi nd that balance is very diffi -
cult.”

On the large scale, fi nding ways to 
divert waste from the landfi ll serves 
to extend the life of it, and so SWAMP 
has several programs in place to do 
just that.

Not far from the residential tip-
ping bins is a huge concrete bunker 
fi lled with empty chemical containers 
(farmers are asked to triple rinse them 
before dropping them off), which are 
picked up by one of SWAMP’s part-
ners for proper processing.

A pile of old tires is nearby as well, 
also bound to a program that shreds 
them and uses them as road drainage 
material.

“We get lots of tires in, and there’s 
no charge for the tires either,” Kletke 
says. “That helps keep them out of our 
waste stream and it gives people in-
centive to bring it to us.”

There’s also a burn area meant to 
keep wood off the pile (especially 

wood where there’s a concern about 
Dutch Elm Disease), and a new resi-
dential branch drop-off area SWAMP 
intends to process into wood chips for 
its roads.

Kletke points out that Penner Waste 
down the highway keeps a lot of or-
ganic material out of the landfi ll, 
transforming it into rich compost. But 
having on-site options are important 
as well, he stresses, for customers who 
are at SWAMP anyway and aren’t 
willing to make a trip elsewhere. 

“We certainly have diverted a huge 
amount of branches,” he observes, 
noting the trick is to give people easy 
and varied options to avoid them de-
ciding to just trash everything.

Even the ash pile—a smouldering 
site kept well away from the garbage 
cells where people can bring the ashes 
from their wood stoves and boilers—

 PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
SWAMP general manager Brent Kletke in front of a shipping container  
full of mattresses bound for processing by Mother Earth Recycling.

Continued on page 11

generates material used elsewhere at 
SWAMP.

“We use it for what we call a daily 
cover in our commercial area,” Kletke 
explains. “So then that prevents a lot 
of the bags and all of the lighter mate-
rial from blowing around.”

Likewise, any sorted glass that 
comes in is crushed up and used as 
a base for the landfi ll’s various cells, 
collecting leachate (garbage juices) to 
be pumped into SWAMP’s evapora-
tion pond.

“Instead of us buying rock or an ag-
gregate, we’re repurposing the glass,” 
Kletke says, noting there’s currently 
no market for recycled glass. “So in-
stead of it hitting the pile, we’re trying 
to fi nd a way to recycle it here.”

But Kletke’s real pride and joy is 
SWAMP’s mattress recycling pro-
gram, which had its roots in a very 
practical problem.

“When I fi rst started at the landfi ll 
... I was constantly getting mattresses 
twisted up underneath our old com-
pactor,” he recalls. “It was getting to 
be a real pain. We would have to take 
a grinder and physically cut the mat-
tresses out.”

Even crushed, mattresses take up a 
lot of “void space” in a landfi ll—space 
that’s wholly unnecessary consider-
ing the various components are recy-
clable.

“So how do we get these out of the 
landfi ll?” Kletke recalls asking. The an-
swer came in 2018 when they teamed 
up with a then-new program run by 
Mother Earth Recycling in Winnipeg.

“The mattress actually gets cut up—
the foam gets reused for dog beds, 
they use a lot of the fabric for moving 

Improvements to the residential tipping 
area at SWAMP have made it easier for 
people to drop off their trash at the landfi ll.
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blankets, the metal all gets recycled 
... and any of the wood, they have a 
number of residential customers that 
come and grab it for all of their wood 
stoves,” Kletke explains. “So they’ve 
found a really amazing niche market 
in there.”

Two shipping containers collect all of 
SWAMP’s mattresses and are brought 
to Mother Earth regularly for recy-
cling. It’s free to drop off a mattress at 
SWAMP.

“We have certainly noticed that 
there are very few mattresses going 
up to the hill ... a year and a half ago 
we hit 2,000 mattresses [diverted],” 
Kletke says.

The program does cost SWAMP 
about $15 a mattress to run, but the 
benefi ts far outweighs the costs.

“There are people out there that will 

say, ‘No, I don’t want to pay the $15 
and they’ll just toss it into a dumpster 
in town,” Kletke says. “So this way, if 
it’s a free program, our customers love 
it, and those mattresses go to the right 
place.

“Honestly, if you actually calcu-
late the amount that it costs us in air 
space, each one of those mattresses 
would cost us, on a per-tonne basis, 
over $300 [in the landfi ll] because 
we’ll never, ever get that space back,” 
he says. 

“We don’t sell anything here at 
SWAMP except the volume of space 
that we have. That’s it. That’s all we’ve 
got. And once that’s full, we’re done.”

Check out next week’s Voice for a look at 
the future of SWAMP.

 PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Above: SWAMP’s chemical container bin, which is taken off-site for 
processing. Below, left: These residential branches will be turned into 
wood chips to keep the landfi ll’s roads passable. Below: The garbage 
pile where everything not able to be diverted ends up.

 >  SWAMP, FROM PG. 10

Focusing on the future of Indigenous relations
By Lorne Stelmach

A series of talks that aimed to help 
build greater understanding of Indig-
enous issues concluded recently with 
a clear goal in mind for speaker David 
Scott.

Most of the three presentations fo-
cused on the past and the present, so 
now the elder and policy advisor with 
the Swan Lake First Nation hopes the 
focus will be on the future.

“This is just the beginning, and we 
need to keep moving forward,” Scott 
said following the fi nal presentation 
Nov. 30 at the Morden Mennonite 
Church.

“We’ve got to target this now in dif-
ferent ways,” he said. “Now my work 
with the community will be to take 
concrete action and still do the teach-

ing part as well.”
Scott offered his perspective as part 

of the series organized by the local 
Truth and Action Working Group.

The talks had kicked off in Septem-
ber with a historical look at Canada’s 
Indigenous policies and continued in 
October with a focus on treaties and 
the Indian Act. 

It was important fi rst to think about 
how First Nations people were his-
torically treated and the continued 
impact of the Indian Act before lead-
ing then into where things are at now, 
so Scott concluded with a focus on the 
condition of Indigenous people today 
and how they are surviving amidst 
the realities of life on the reserves.

“I wanted to tie all these things to-
gether and how they impact us today.”

Scott said he didn’t want people to 
focus on any sort of collective guilt.

“That’s not what we’re here for; we’re 
here to learn from what has happened 
and to learn what we can do now and 
how we can move forward together.”

And probably the most common 
question he gets then is that people 
ask what they can do as individuals.

“I like to say talk to your friends and 
neighbours. Tell them there’s a differ-
ent history,” said Scott.

He also especially encourages peo-
ple to connect with their kids about 
these things. 

“We’re the adults in the room. We’re 
the ones who should take the re-
sponsibility to teach our young kids 
about the history and the way that we 
were portrayed in their lives needs to 

change and in a positive way.
“That is my ultimate aim with this,” 

he stressed, citing their thought of 
forming a couple committees to pur-
sue such ideas as working with local 
schools and teachers to develop cur-
riculum material.

“We need to continue to work at this 
despite the bumps on the road,” said 
Scott. “It is a really complex subject, 
and we never really had the time to 
really dig into it all, so I think there 
could be more conversations. Truth 
and Action and myself have done a 
lot of work to try to move our commu-
nities closer with greater understand-
ing.”

You can fi nd more information and 
follow the Truth and Action Working 
Group on Facebook.

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888News or sports tip?
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SUPPLIED PHOTOS
Santa Claus had a busy weekend in Morden-Winkler, taking part in not one but two skat-
ing events hosted by United Way Pembina Valley Sunday afternoon and evening.

Skating with Santa

New fi re hall, public works building coming to Plum Coulee
$720,000 and it will cost an additional 
$680,000 or so to renovate the proper-
ty, bringing  the estimated cost overall 
to about $1.4 million. 

There will be $770,000 taken from 
the reserve, with a portion able to be 
re-paid from the sale of the existing 

public works shop and the civic offi ce. 
Another $327,000 will be coming from 
fi re reserves funds, leaving $195,000 
then to be covered by debenture.

Wiebe anticipates that work includ-
ing renovations to the fi re hall portion 
of the building as well as a wall that 

will separate the fi re hall from the 
public works side could get underway 
by spring.

“We think it’s a great site,” he said. 
“We’re hoping at some point, maybe 
early in new year, to get out the ten-
ders for the project.”

By Becca Myskiw

The Miami & Area Foundation 
granted out $21,000 this year to nine 
different organizations.

They had the most applications 
they’ve ever received—11—and grant-
ed out the most money they have yet. 

Treasurer Tricia Livingston said one 
of the projects they didn’t grant to 
was just too big of a scale and the fi n-
ish line was too far away.

“The board felt strongly about try-
ing to do the best we can on a lot of 
things,” she said. “We’d always like 
to give to every project, but we just 
can’t.”

The Miami & Area Foundation tries 
to give more money to less projects so 
they can really make a difference with 
their grants. This year, they gave the 
following:

• $1,500 to Miami Railroad Station 
Museum for the restoration of the Cu-
pola of the Caboose.

• $4,000 to Miami Active Living Cen-
tre for new gym equipment.

• $2,000 to Miami 4-H Beef Club for 
renovating the wash rack.

• $1,000 to Miami Recreation & Play 
Spaces for building a toboggan snow 
slide.

• $1,000 to Lloyd Orchard Commu-
nity Arena for an arena viewing area 
LED lighting upgrade.

• $3,000 to Miami Agricultural Soci-
ety for semi-permanent panels for the 
exterior of arena.

• $4,000 to Miami Parks Board for 
the pavilion/bandstand at the Miami 
Memory Garden.

• $2,000 to Miami Library for a shelv-
ing project.

• $2,500 to Miami Museum for a 
computer and laptop dedicated to the 
printer and scanner.

Andre Steppler of the Miami 4-H 
Beef Club said the donation is greatly 
appreciated. It will aid in securing the 
safety and well-being of 4-H partici-
pants and the cattle themselves dur-
ing the June fair.

“In a small-town community, it is 
pivotal to have donations from orga-

nizations to help fi nancially to com-
plete these larger facility projects,” 
he said. “The wash rack upgrade will 
have stalls put into the existing wash 
rack increase capacity and safety fea-
tures.”

Jan Moody from the Miami Agricul-
tural Society said they were thrilled 
to receive the funds. The money will 
be used for the panels of their rodeo 
arena, which will be important for 
the Heartland Rodeo they plan on 
hosting this summer and possibly a 
high school rodeo along with roping 
events.

She said the upgrade will allow 
them to have a permanent rodeo are-
na which will be a huge benefi t for the 
whole community.

With this year’s donations, the Mi-
ami & Area Foundation has now 
granted out a total of $118,620 in their 
11 years of granting. Next year the 
foundation is hoping to get host their 
gala again and get back to naming an 
annual Citizen of the Year award win-
ner.

Miami & Area Foundation issues $21K in grants

By Lorne Stelmach

Plans are in place that will see a new 
fi re hall and municipal public works 
shop in Plum Coulee next year.

The fi nancing for the project is now 
set out, and the preliminary work is 
getting underway to revamp what was 
formerly the property of the North 
American Box Company at 215 Rail-
way Ave.

The 11,000 square foot building will 
have about 6,000 sq. ft. used for the 
new shop and 5,000 sq. ft. for the new 
fi re hall—two things RM of Rhineland 
Reeve Don Wiebe stresses are very 
much needed in the growing commu-
nity.

“They sure are vital services ... and 
we’ll put it all into one building, so 
there will be some effi ciencies that 
come with that as well,” he said.

“Our current fi re hall was very in-
adequate ... there was no room to add 
even a tanker truck. There was no aux-
iliary space at all. There was an out-
building, but it was very cramped,” 
Wiebe noted. “The fi re hall now 
should be good for years to come.

“And the public works building 
downtown on Main Street is also 
quite inadequate and in a bad loca-
tion for a public works building.”

Both had been on council’s radar for 
some time. The municipality did have 
some reserve funds set aside for the 
project, but it also involves a deben-
ture to make up the difference.

The building was purchased for 
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The Winkler Family Resource Centre’s After School 
Kids Club has proven to be a big success, with 
participants spending last week doing scientifi c 
experiments. In these photos, the kids demonstrate 
their understanding of cause and effect with some 
truly elaborate contraptions. Clockwise from above:  
Tanner Klassen sets off a successful run as Calvin 
Harder watches nearby; Niall Fehr fi ne-tunes his 
catapult; Danika Peters sets off her device; Saman-
tha Elias Szwaluk went big with her invention. Next 
up for the club is Sports/Physical Fitness Week this 
week and Winter Holiday Fun next week. Reach out 
to the WFRC for registration details.

Morden Festival of the Arts is a go—with some changes
By Lorne Stelmach

Organizers are anxious to see the re-
turn of the Morden Festival of the Arts 
in the new year.

The annual event has been cancelled 
the last two years due to the pandem-
ic, but it is in a position to be able to 
resume in 2022 with a range of pre-
cautions.

“We’ve been assured that the way 
we were planning to do this was a 
good way and that we were following 
all of the protocols,” said acting chair-
person Erika Dyck.

“So we’re excited, even though it’s 
not going to be a full festival,” she 
said. “Kids who are in the arts, they 
practice and practice, and it’s nice to 
have the opportunity to perform, even 
if its just to an audience of one—an 
adjudicator.”

The 2022 festival will be its 47th sea-
son, and it will look a little different 
than usual. The festival will be follow-
ing all Manitoba public health restric-
tions, so everyone in attendance will 
be required to show proof of vaccina-
tion prior to entering church facilities.  
This includes all performers, parents, 
accompanists, adjudicators, volun-
teers and audience members. Masks 
will also be required to enter the fa-
cilities.  

Under the guidance of Manitoba 
public health offi cials, there will be 
strings, piano and vocal (solo, duet 
and trio) sessions in various church 
facilities as performance venues. Giv-
en restrictions, however, it was deter-
mined that bands, choirs, and both 
individual or small group speech arts 
will not be performing in the festival 
at church facilities.  

Dyck said they are anticipating that 
the numbers overall will be lower 
than usual under the circumstances, 
but they are still optimistic about the 
return of the festival.

“We’re quite hopeful that we’re still 
going to see a good number of people 
participating,” she suggested.

The tentative festival schedule is for 
strings March 15-17, sacred March 20, 
piano March 20-23, vocal April 28-29 
and the highlights concert May 1, sub-
ject to slight adjustments.

Information on the Morden Festi-
val of the Arts can be found online at 
mordenfestivalofthearts.cfsites.org, 
including downloadable entry forms 
and methods for submission of en-
tries and entry fees. 

The deadline for entering the festi-
val is Jan. 27.

 VOICE FILE PHOTO

Cause Cause 
and effectand effect
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CAMERON FRIESEN, MLA
Serving Morden—Winkler
in the Manitoba Legis lature

108 A - 8th St, Morden, MB R6M 1Y7
204-822-1088
info@cameronfriesen.ca

Ser
in t

Member of the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba
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‘Junctions’ on display now 
at Winkler Arts & Culture
By Ashleigh Viveiros

There is a story that weaves together 
the pieces of art on display this month 
at the Winkler Arts and Culture Cen-
tre.

But, in the absence of knowing that 
story, artist Raymond Derksen hopes 
you’ll approach his pop art paintings 
with a willingness to let the art speak 

to you in whatever way you wish
The pieces in Derksen’s Junctions ex-

hibition, which went up at the WAC 
late last month and will remain on 
display until Dec. 30, were all inspired 
by a fi lm script he’s written about four 
people who fi nd themselves at vari-
ous crossroads in their lives.

 PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH 
VIVEIROS/VOICE

A few of the pop art pieces in Ray 
Derksen’s “Junctions” exhibition 
on display this month at the Win-
kler Arts and Culture Centre.

Continued on page 20
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Sharing the Christmas 
spirit with the community
By Ashleigh Viveiros

“This is what happens when you 
hire a cabinet installer as a pastor.”

John Wiebe grins as he reaches up to 
secure one of several large pieces of a 
wooden starry night backdrop in front 
of the Winkler Emmanuel Mennonite 
Church last Thursday.

Nearby sits another painted scene 
that will be familiar to anyone who’s 
attended the annual From Everywhere 
to Bethlehem living nativity play in 
Winkler Park over the past decade 
and a half—a trio of camels waiting 
patiently for their accompanying wise 

it happening.”
The nativity scene has been a la-

bour of love for a lot of  people at the 
church.

“It’s defi nitely not an individual ef-
fort,” Wiebe says, stressing the art-
work was done by several different 
artists and numerous other church 
members have lent a hand in other 
ways.

“It’s a great way just to connect peo-
ple who you normally wouldn’t work 
with ... some of the people who nor-
mally wouldn’t take front row seats 
inside of the church building, they’re 
not necessarily in the sound booth or 
on stage, but they’re very creative,” 
he refl ects. “So having the chance to 
meet these people and interact with 
them has been awesome.”

One of the artists lending his talent 
to the project was John Reimer, who 
was also on hand last week to help 
with setup.

“I’ve done art for the church for 
years but it’s not always called for. 
So when it’s called for, I’m there,” he 
says, adding. “I’m hoping it gets the 
true Christmas spirit out there.”

You’re invited to come check out the 
nativity anytime over the next few 
weeks, but the church is also handing 
out hot chocolate this Sunday, Dec. 12, 
from 5-8 p.m. 

It’ll be a drive-thru pickup and you’re 
asked to bring a non-perishable food 
item for donation to the Winkler & 
District Food Cupboard.

If you can’t make it this weekend, 
the church is accepting donations for 
the food cupboard until Christmas.

Pastors and 
members of 
the Winkler 
EMMC were 
hard at work 
last week 
getting their 
nativity scene 
up, using 
some of the 
elements 
from their 
popular From 
Everywhere 
to Bethle-
hem play 
alongside 
several new 
backdrops 
and character 
cutouts. Be-
low: The fi n-
ished scene 
all lit up.
 

PHOTOS BY 
ASHLEIGH VI-

VEIROS/VOICE

men. 
In between the two, a newly paint-

ed cutout of Mary, Joseph, and the 
Christ child sit beneath a giant lit star 
of Bethlehem. By day’s end, they’re 
joined by a donkey, several sheep, 
a pair of shepherds standing ready 
to guard their fl ock by night, and, of 
course, three wise men bearing gifts.

Pandemic uncertainty being what it 
is these days, the church decided for 
the second year in a row not to host 
From Everywhere to Bethlehem.

But they weren’t going to let that 
stop them from fi nding a fun way to 
celebrate the season with the commu-

nity at large.
“The message of Christmas is still 

incredible valuable and it needs to be 
shared,” says Wiebe. “So we’re getting 
creative and fi nding ways to do it.”

The static nativity in front of the 
Southview Dr. church was already 
drawing quite a few slowed-down 
vehicles as it was being set up. Wiebe 
and the others involved in this project 
hope it continues to turn heads and 
put smiles on people’s faces over the 
next few weeks.

One lady, when she heard what the 
church was doing this Christmas, 
asked if selfi es were allowed.

“Why not?” Wiebe laughs. “I can see 



SHOP LOCALLY 
FOR GREAT 
GIFT IDEAS! Christmas

The holidays are an exciting, fun and 
joyful time of year. And for many peo-
ple, the holidays also are expensive.

According to the Motley Fool Com-
pany, a financial wellness resource, the 
average person spent $882.45 on Christ-
mas gifts, food, decorations, travel, and 
other holiday-related expenses in 2019. 
Around 56 percent of gift shoppers set 
a budget for holiday spending, but only 
64 percent stuck to it. In addition, 21.5 
percent of respondents went into debt 
due to holiday shopping.

Who doesn’t want to have a super 
holiday with delicious foods on the 
table and lots of presents to share with 
family and friends? While that’s tempt-
ing, such a bounty should never result 
in financial peril. These six strategies 
can make it easy to establish and stick 
to a budget this holiday season.

1. Budget for everything. When 
working out holiday spending plans, 
factor in all of the expenses associated 
with the holidays — not just the most 
obvious, like gifts. Costs for gas, park-
ing lot fees, greeting cards, postage, 
travel expenses, and much more should 
be included in your final number.

2. Determine how much you can 
spend. Money for gifts and other holi-
day expenses should ideally come from 
your disposable income. Look at your 
finances in advance of the holiday sea-
son and figure out how much extra 
cash you have for the holidays, and use 
that figure to determine how much you 
should spend. Find ways to make up 
any deficit by curtailing expenses like 

dining out or entertainment extras. 
Many people plan to use credit cards to 
pay now and worry about the aftermath 
later. Only use credit cards if you have 
the money in the bank and can pay off 
the entire bill when the balance due is 
in January. 

3. Set a spending limit for individu-
als. Based on your numbers and how 
much you plan to spend overall, start 
allocating money to categories, in-
cluding gift recipients. Come up with 
a spending range for each person and 
stick to it.

4. Pay in cash as much as possible. 
It’s easy to know what you’re spending 
when using cash as opposed to credit. 
There is some risk with carrying around 
cash, but that risk may be offset by the 
benefit of spending only what you can 
afford to spend.

5. Track all purchases. Save the re-
ceipts and keep a running total of ex-
penditures so you can see how your 
spending is measuring up to your 
budget. If necessary, scale back on one 
category if you’ve tipped the scales in 
spending on another. 

6. Shop sales and deals. High-end 
stores may have the impressive tag, but 
their prices can set you back. Instead, 
look for comparable gifts at discount 
stores and other retailers. Also, if you 
must use a credit card, use one that 
earns you a cash-back bonus for added 
savings.

A holiday budget is a must to avoid 
overspending and finding yourself in 
debt early next year. 

The 
GIFT of 
Coffee!

880 Main St.
Winkler

331-1525

805 Thornhill 
St. Morden
822-1561

Quality, elegance and timeless fashionable styles in all sizes

DRESSES, TOPS, PANTS, SKIRTS, 
PURSES, JEWELRY and GIFTS.

Shoe Repair

YOUR WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE

Service & Selection Guaranteed 
Company charges welcome (must be arranged ahead of time) GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

 Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 
Saturday 9:30am to 4:00 pm

WALKING INTO  A WINTER WONDERLAND!!
WITH WARM FOOTWEAR!!!!

DOORCRASHERS
WOMEN’S 
WESTERN 

BOOT

$199.99

BEAR PAWS BOOTS 

25% OFF

20% OFF

INSULATED SHOE

$129.99

NEW ARRIVALS
CLARKS

COZY SLIPPERS

TOUGH DUCK & NATS, 
MUCK BOGS ACTON 

INSULATED WP BOOTS

Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
urday 9:30am to 4:00 pm

20% OFF

BUY A PAIR 
OF KEEN ENTER 

TO WIN A KEEN!!

6 ways to stick to a holiday budget
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PHAC featuring work of MB. Indigenous leader, artist
By Lorne Stelmach

A life largely spent in First Nations 
leadership roles was not what Ovide 
Mercredi would have chosen for him-
self.

The native of Grand Rapids now 
might not think of himself as an art-
ist either, but the two actually do tie 
together.

Featured at the Pembina Hills Gal-
lery this month as part of an exhibit 
co-ordinated with the local Truth and 
Action Working Group, one can draw 
parallels between what he fought for 
as a leader and what he portrays in his 
art.

“What I’m trying to do is take some-
thing from our experience in the 
country and in particular from within 

our own communities and tell a story 
on canvas,” Mercredi said last week as 
his work went on display alongside a 
few works by First Nations artists Er-
rol Cameron, Doug Scott, and Glen 
Myerion as well.

Those stories include one that shows 
people within the vague shape of a 
bottle to represent his people’s strug-
gles with alcohol, for example, but 

there are also ones like the painting 
Immanuel showing a bird and which 
he connects to spirituality.

“So I try also to deal with more posi-
tive developments in our communi-
ties ... for example the birth of a child 
... that’s a very important part of our 
community life.”

Born in 1946 in Grand Rapids, Mer-
credi is known for his roles as a Ca-
nadian First Nations leader both pro-
vincially and nationally. Infl uenced by 
the teachings of Mohandas (Mahat-
ma) Gandhi, Mercredi took a path of 
civil disobedience, passive resistance 
and nonviolence.

With a law degree from the Univer-
sity of Manitoba, Mercredi practiced 
criminal law and was appointed a 
member of the Manitoba Human 
Rights Commission and in 1989 be-
came the Assembly of First Nations’ 
vice-chief for Manitoba.

He became a leading advocate for 
native peoples’ rights, and in June 
1990 was one of the tacticians who 
helped Manitoba legislator Elijah 
Harper defeat the Meech Lake Accord 
because it did not address the rights 
of native people. 

In June 1991, Mercredi was then 
elected national chief of the Assembly 
of First Nations, and he served two 
terms as leader of the assembly. He 
continued his activism on behalf of 
Canadian First Nations people and in 
2006 was awarded the Order of Mani-
toba, and he became the fi rst chancel-
lor of Manitoba’s University College 
of the North in 2007.

“I didn’t have any intention of being 
a leader when I was a young kid. I was 
quite happy with playing outdoors,” 
said Mercredi.

He recalled growing up in an iso-
lated area without proper road access, 
but it made it an idyllic spot to some 
degree. He thought he would fi sh and 
trap like his parents, but then came 
what he called ‘the great disruption’ 
when the Manitoba Hydro dam was 
built.

Mercredi credited his parents for 
wanting to ensure their kids had the 
skills and training to have options and 
opportunities in the world.

“There’s always regret for what 
you’ve lost ... but you still have to fi nd 
a way of fi nding a livelihood in the 
modern world ... although I think I 
would have preferred the role of an 
employee,” he noted.

Art is something that is largely new 
to him, although he was interested in 
drawing as a child. It is only in recent 
years that he started painting with 
acrylics. He recalls being invited to 

 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
The work of Indigenous artist Ovide Mercredi is on display now at the 
Morden art gallery. Right: The show also includes pieces from artist Er-
rol Cameron alongside those from Doug Scott and Glen Myerion.

Continued on page 21
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DECEMBER - REACH OUT TO THE SENIORS 
IN YOUR LIFE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

As the Christmas season begins, it’s important to 
plan when you’ll visit your elderly friends and rela-
tives.

-
cially for those who’ve lost loved ones, who live far 
from their families or are no longer as active as they 
once were. A visit from a loved one at Christmas 
can mean a lot to an elderly person who might oth-
erwise be alone.

Visiting elderly friends and relatives will be reward-
ing for you too. The more time you spend with your 
older family members, the more you’ll learn about your 
ancestry and relatives. Someday, you’ll pass this family 
history onto your own children and grandchildren. 

The holidays are also an ideal time to bring the 
generations together and let your kids spend quality 
time with their grandparents and other older rela-
tives. Not only do children often lift people’s spirits, 
but they’ll also get the chance to bond with the 
people who raised their parents and hear stories about 
what Mom and Dad were like at their age.

Even if you don’t have an elderly relative who 
lives nearby, you can still bring Christmas cheer 
to older people in your community. Many nursing 
homes and assisted living facilities host holiday 
activities and invite community members to partici-
pate. Taking part in one of these events could be just 
what you need to get into the true spirit of the season.

Spreading holiday cheer to the elderly

The Winkler Morden Voice  Thursday, December 9, 2021    19



“You can’t really call these story-
boards, and they’re not necessar-
ily movie poster ideas ... they’re just 
ideas that pop into my head when I 
think about various parts of the sto-
ry I wrote,” Derksen says.

The as-yet unfi lmed movie is “tru-
ly about how life is,” he explains. 
“You’re always coming up to junc-
tions. Every day you’re making a 
choice. We all make our journeys 
and sometimes the journeys are 
wrong.”

Derksen’s script, also entitled Junc-
tions, sees the characters all have the 
chance to go back and try to fi x some 
of the wrong decisions they made 
in the past. The paintings represent 
those journeys.

“It’s real-life ... the idea that we’ve 
got to look back at some of the deci-
sions we’ve made, and some of them 
we can correct,” says Derksen.

There’s also a very personal thread 
that connects the pieces for Derksen.

One painting of a tombstone be-
neath a tree is entitled “Not the End, 

But the Beginning.” It’s loosely in-
spired by the time in Derksen’s life 
after his father died and some of the 
decisions he made as a teenager in 
the years that followed.

Another piece, a uniquely painted 
one that can only be viewed prop-
erly at just the right angle, depicts 
Jesus Christ on the cross.

“This is part of my junction here of 
choosing Christianity as my faith,” 
Derksen shares. “Why it’s done in 
dark is because we don’t always 
show our faith, even though we may 
have it in us.”

But that’s Derksen’s story—he 
stresses again that you might see 
something different in the work.

“Just come and enjoy it. View it 
for what you view it for. Read into 
it what you want. That’s how art 
should be,” he says. “Even though 
most artists may have an intention-
al message, I always think good art 
should be able to have more than 
one message.”

20   The Winkler Morden Voice  Thursday, December 9, 2021

 >  WAC, FROM PG. 14

Christian Programs Committee looking for members
By Lorne Stelmach

The Christian Programs Committee 
of Morden is hoping to boost its ranks 
with new members.

The committee has been around 
since 1983, so there has always been 
some turnover of members but they 
are looking to add to the group again 
now.

“It’s been people from all different 
churches in town and all walks of life,” 
longtime group member Ken Friesen 

said last week.
“Our numbers are down,” said Fri-

esen, who added the pandemic has 
had some impact. “We do have a cou-
ple newer guys on our committee. We 
have some new guys, but it’s diffi cult 
... it’s been hard to recruit ... and we 
haven’t been as visible as we have 
been in the past.”

Friesen came to the group about 
three decades ago, drawn largely out 
of respect and admiration for Jimmy 
Baker, who was well known in the 

community not only as the man be-
hind Jimmy’s Barbershop but as a 
man of faith. 

“He lived it. He was a man with a 
mission,” recalled Friesen.

The Christian Programs Committee 
of Morden’s primary goal is to bring 
Christian gospel programs to the 
community and to encourage and up-
lift people in their walk of faith.

It played a pivotal role in 
starting what is now Pembi-
na Counselling Centre. The 
committee also plans the 
Sunday programing for the 
Corn and Apple Festival.

Each Friday, the group 
meets at Rock’s Bar & Grill 
for a prayer breakfast.

“We used to have as many 
as 50, 60 men come out,” 
said Friesen, who recalled 
the gatherings formerly be-
ing at the d’8Schtove res-
taurant downtown before 
moving to the motor inn. 

They see these weekly gatherings as 
the most important and infl uential as-
pect of what they do, as men from all 
walks of life and/or church affi liation 
come together to call on God.

Starting with a challenging message 
from various speakers, they listen to a 
half-hour message at 7 a.m. followed 
by an invitation to share what God is 

doing and the expression of requests 
for His intervention in the need for 
healing and strength. 

As they share, they realize again and 
again the greatness of God and love 
for all of His Creation, said Friesen.

“Some guys, if they had to work at 
8, they were gone, but other guys, 
maybe older and retired, stay a little 
longer and visited ... so there was a lot 

of outreach there,” 
he said. “People 
can bring prayer 
requests from 
their walk of life.”

Those prayers 
can be for each 
other, for health 
and healing, for 
friends and fam-
ily, or world lead-
ers.

The bottom line 
really is putting 
their faith into 
practice, said Fri-

esen, who noted anyone who is inter-
ested is welcome to join them Friday 
mornings. 

You can also reach out to any mem-
ber of the committee, which includes 
Alan Schellenberg, Harry Bergman, 
Ken Friesen, George Martens, Rick 
Wiens, David Caskey, and John Zach-
arias.

The mem-
bers of the 
Christian 
Programs 
Committee 
of Morden 
meet weekly 
for breakfast 
at Rock’s. 
They invite 
new mem-
bers to join 
them.

SUPPLIED 
PHOTO

“IT’S BEEN 
PEOPLE FROM 
ALL DIFFERENT 
CHURCHES IN 
TOWN AND ALL 
WALKS OF LIFE.”
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Successful drive-thru feast

 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
The Winkler Bible Camp extended its holiday drive-thru meal this year 
to three nights instead of one, and it was a big hit. Executive director 
Dale Wiebe says they served 1,800 meals and were very successful in 
raising funds for the camp’s operations. Next up, the camp is hosting 
“Christmas Glow in the Country” Dec. 11-12 and Dec. 16-19. Everyone is 
invited to come enjoy two kilometres of festive light displays. Entry is 
$10 per vehicle. It runs from 6-8 p.m. nightly. 

an artist retreat a number of years 
ago that got him started on this new 
journey.

“I had to learn fi rst even just how 
to apply the paint and even how to 
use a paint brush. You have no idea 
how many canvasses I’ve ruined,” he 
said. “I’m just starting out ... so that’s 
why I used my Cree language for the 
title of the exhibit because Ehgojist 
Tha-yan means I’m trying.”

There is one thing you’re not likely 
to fi nd in any of his paintings, he 
noted.

“I’ve tried to do landscapes, but 
that was an adventure that went 
awry. I’ve given up on doing land-
scapes.

“I try to be as original as I can be,” 
said Mercredi, who welcomes now 
having the time available to him that 

he didn’t have in the past. 
“You know what happens when 

you get busy with living. Your pri-
orities go somewhere else ... and in 
my case, I had to deal with the role 
that I was given to advocate for the 
First Nations people ... and that can 
be very time consuming,” said Mer-
credi.

“It is all consuming. Once you take 
on these positions of leadership, 
if you’re dedicated to the post, you 
have to keep informed, and you have 
to keep learning, but also you have 
to learn how to deal with people,” he 
concluded. “A lot of it has to do with 
building co-operation or reaching 
an understanding on issues for my 
people ... and that is still important 
to me.”

 >  PHAC, FROM PG. 18
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Morden native has a leadership role with Amazon Web Services
By Lorne Stelmach

Life has been quite a journey already 
for Karen Hildebrand from her days 
growing up on a farm near Morden.

From those beginnings, Hildeb-
rand now fi nds herself working as 
the worldwide technology leader for 
agriculture at Amazon Web Services 
(AWS).

Her story was highlighted recently 
with the release of an AWS YouTube 
video featuring Hildebrand and her 
life in and around agriculture. The 
production was fi lmed at her family 
farm south of Morden as well local 
businesses like Greenvalley Equip-
ment and LMS Ag Equipment.

“My mission is to help feed the 
world,” Hildebrand says in the video, 
in which she goes on to talk about the 
role she plays in helping others con-
nected to that goal. 

“As a tech leader at AWS, I’m always 
listening, always asking questions. I 
want to know what the latest, great-
est and newest thing in agriculture 
is ... what’s coming next? I’m always 
researching and thinking about it. It’s 
my life.”

It was somewhat overwhelming to 
be chosen to be featured in the vid-
eo, but Hildebrand saw it as a great 
chance to not only tell her story but 
also give back to the community that 
inspired her.

 “I saw it as a chance to tell the story 
of what it’s like to be pretty passion-
ate about what you do each day ... it’s 
pretty amazing, and I felt very lucky 
that as soon as I reached out ... there 
was a lot of support locally to make 
it happen, and it was a cool experi-
ence to feel like Amazon was in our 
hometown,” said Hildebrand, who 
now calls Minneapolis home. Hildeb-
rand’s family still farms near Morden, 
and her sister as well actively farms 
near Glenboro.

“I feel very lucky to have had this 
community support ... when we had 

this opportunity, everybody was very 
much on board to be part of it,” Hil-
debrand said. “I think it, hopefully, 
showcases the pride that the com-
munity has in agriculture. I feel very 
lucky to have been involved there, and 
I still own a little bit of land out there 
as well.”

Her journey started in part as a re-
sult of playing softball, which helped 
her earn a U.S. scholarship. She went 
on to study management marketing 
and earn her masters degree before 
moving back here at one point to work 
with CancerCare Manitoba.

“I was really lucky to have some 
great mentors there who really en-
couraged me to pursue my PhD,” Hil-
debrand noted.

She moved back to the U.S. when her 
sister’s husband lost his life in service 

in Iraq, and she then went on to work 
in a number of jobs while completing 
her doctorate degree before eventu-
ally moving back to Thief River Falls 
in large part to be closer to home and 
the farm.

“I really love farming and living in 
small communities,” said Hildebrand, 
who said that her work in data science 
and hi-tech  opened a lot of opportu-
nities. 

“I was able to come  back to agri-
culture when this position opened at 
AWS. I had been an AWS customer,” 
she noted. “So to have the opportu-
nity to work at AWS and combine that 
with agriculture was really special.”

She noted how she could very much 
relate it to her own family’s experi-
ence in adopting precision agriculture 
ideas.

 SCREENSHOT
Morden area native Karen Hildebrand works as the worldwide tech-
nology leader for agriculture with Amazon Web Services.
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“It was a natural transition to be 
able to work with the company that 
enables a lot of those platforms un-
derneath what we were doing,” said 
Hildebrand.

“I now work with all of our custom-
ers in agricultural segments all across 
the world, so anybody that is building 
on AWS to help agricultural indus-
tries,” she explained. 

“It’s a pretty broad spectrum of what 
we consider to be agriculture. It’s over 
5,000 companies or so who I support,” 
she said. “My job is to listen to what 
our customers are trying to build, to 
help agricultural customers and then 
make that easier from a tech stand-
point.”

The challenges can be diverse, she 
noted, ranging from rural connectivi-
ty issues to how to make use of drones 
and the information that comes from 
them and how it impacts decisions.

“There’s lots of fun things that we 
get to work on, and it’s nice to see 
some of the things that we work on 
across the world coming into Canada 
now as well,” she added, citing the ex-
ample of satellite connected ear tags 
for animals—a technology that has 
now been making its way more so into 
Canada.

She feels it is very worthwhile to 
play a signifi cant role to help empow-
er companies with many things that 
would be a real challenge for them on 
their own.

“It’s a great combination of skill sets 
that come into play,” she said. 

“I think the thing that I learned the 
most from growing up in the ag sector 
was that it’s really about relationships 
and trusting the person that’s going to 
kind of break down barriers for you.

“It’s very meaningful to feel like if, 
in any small way, I’m contributing to 
make that easier or for people to use 
tech in their farms or making it more 
cost effective ... it’s really quite mean-
ingful; I really enjoy what I do.”

By Voice staff

The provincial government wants to 
hear from Manitobans about the 2022 
budget.

Public meetings kicked off across 

the province last week and an online 
survey has gone up at EngageMB.ca 
for people to weigh-in on Manitoba’s 
upcoming fi nancial plan.

“It’s important as we prepare for 
Budget 2022 that we hear from as 

many Manitobans as possible on 
their priorities,” said  Finance Minis-
ter Scott Fielding. “The online survey 
is an accessible way for those wishing 
to participate in the budget process 
to provide their feedback and share 

which government priority is most 
important to them and their families.”

In addition to the survey, Manito-
bans can pre-register to reserve a spot 

Province’s online budget consultation survey up now

“I FEEL VERY LUCKY TO HAVE HAD THIS COMMUNITY 
SUPPORT ... EVERYBODY WAS VERY MUCH ON BOARD 
TO BE PART OF IT.”

Continued on page 23
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Local family wins over $20K on Family Feud Canada
By Becca Myskiw

A local family recently won big on 
Family Feud Canada.

The Van Den Bussche family, com-
prised of Kevin Van Den Bussche, 
Deanna Ricard, Colleen Van Den 
Bussche, Amanda Rheault, and Dar-
rel Van Den Bussche went on the show 
representing Holland, Manitoba. 
Their fi rst episode aired last Monday, 
Nov. 29, followed by another one on 
Nov. 30, and a third on Dec. 1.

Family Feud Canada is a game show 
hosted by comedian Gerry Dee. They 
survey 100 Canadians on specifi c 
questions, and the contestants have to 
guess their top six or so answers.

It started a year ago when the prov-
ince was in another lockdown, and 
Darrel Van Den Bussche set up family 
game nights to keep everyone enter-
tained. 

“We’re pretty competitive, so when 
we do get together, we always play 
cards or whatever game it might be,” 
said Rheault. “There’s always some-
thing happening.”

During that time, he saw an adver-
tisement on the TV calling for families 
to audition for Family Feud Canada. 
Unfortunately, his wife and children 
said they wouldn’t join the team, so 
Darrel Van Den Bussche called up 
Rheault and asked her if she’d be on 
his team.

“I said, ‘for what?’” said Rheault. 
“And he just said, ‘are you on my 
team?’ and I said, ‘yeah Darryl I’m on 
your team for life.’”

He then hung up the phone. She 
didn’t hear anything about that con-
versation until a few weeks later 
when he sent her the audition tape he 
made, introducing them with a hill-
billy theme song and letting her know 
the producers wanted to do a virtual 
interview with the team.

So, Rheault went to the drama clos-
et at Carman Collegiate, where she 
worked and borrowed a hillbilly out-
fi t. Soon enough, they had a follow-up 
interview, then a practice round of the 

game with a family from Alberta — 
which they won. Soon enough, Fam-
ily Feud Canada called team Van Den 
Bussche and said they wanted them 
on the show.

The fi ve team members got an all-
expenses-paid trip to Toronto in 
September to fi lm. Their fl ights and 
accommodations were covered and 
each of them got some spending mon-
ey too. 

“So we were like, well, if we lose, at 
least we can have a good time,” said 
Rheault.

On the day of fi lming, they walked 
from their hotel room in downtown 
Toronto in their hillbilly outfi ts to the 
CBC building, where they went up 
to the Family Feud Canada set. Each 
team then got its own green room. A 
passerby of the Van Den Bussche room 
would hear their pump-up playlist 
with all the hits like Eye of the Tiger.

They were one of the fi rst teams cho-
sen to play, so by 9 a.m. they were on 
set and answering questions.

“We played our game, and it wasn’t 
going so swell for us, then we man-
aged to have a turning point in the 
fourth round,” said Rheault. “What 
surprised me is the amount of times 
they say, ‘we’re going to do that intro 
again.’ You can’t redo a question right, 
but they make you redo high-fi ves 
and x’s.”

It was easy for team Van Den Buss-
che to be peppy on screen because 
they’re a bunch of teachers used to 
being energetic early in the morning. 
Their fi rst opposition team, however, 
took a little more convincing.

That fi rst episode aired on Nov. 29 
and as viewers saw — the Van Den 
Bussche’s won. So, right after that, 
they went on to fi lm the next game 
that aired on Nov. 30 — and they won 
again. 

Kicking off their second game was 
Darryl Van Den Bussche when he hit 
the buzzer before the opposing team 
for the question, “Name a reason why 
your last relationship was a lot like 
riding a toboggan.” His answer got a 

 SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Van Den Bussche family recently won over $20,000 on Familly Feud 
Canada. Pictured left to right, Kevin Van Den Bussche, Deanna Ricard, 
Colleen Van Den Bussche, Amanda Rheault and Darrel Van Den Bussche.

big “X” and so did the opposition’s, 
so Colleen Van Den Bussche got the 
ball rolling with her answer, “It went 
downhill.” That was the top answer, 
getting the team 47 points off the bat.

Their third episode aired on Dec. 
1, and they didn’t win, but the team 
still managed to walk away with some 
money from that one.

“And then you’re beating yourself 
up like, ‘why didn’t I say that? It’s ob-
vious,’” said Rheault.

Because they surpassed 200 points 
in the fi rst two games, they won 
$10,000 each time. Rheault can’t re-
member their total in game three. The 
whole team on set was even cheering 
for them in the third game because 
no one had done as well as they had 
yet, which made the entire experience 
that much more fun.

“It was honestly just a blast,” she 
said. “There was no part of that trip 
that wasn’t fun.”

Do you have a suggestion 
for our news team?

Is there someone you would like to 
see recognized in the newspaper 

for their accomplishments 
- athletic, academic 

or community service.

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

What’s                 story?  

Call 325-6888

The Van Den Bussche team wasn’t al-
lowed to tell anyone how they did on 
the show until they saw it for them-
selves on TV. So, up until last week, 
even their spouses didn’t know they 
had come home $20,000 richer. For 
Rheault, that made it more exciting, 
even though it was hard to keep it a 
secret.

If you couldn’t catch the three epi-
sodes of Family Feud Canada the 
Van Den Bussche team was on, go 
to https://gem.cbc.ca/media/family-
feud-canada/s03 and watch epsiodes 
37, 38, and 39.

for an in-person meeting or to re-
ceive a phone call to participate in 
a telephone town hall. 

To register by phone for a budget 
public engagement meeting, call 
Manitoba Government Inquiry at 
204-945-3744 or toll-free at 1-866-
626-4862.

Manitobans can also email com-
ments and ideas to budget2022@
gov.mb.ca or mail written sub-
missions to: Minister of Finance 
c/o budget engagement, 103 - 450 
Broadway, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
R3C 0V8.

 >  BUDGET SURVEY, 
FROM PG. 22
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Male Hawks 
drop two
By Lorne Stelmach

It was a rough weekend for the male 
U18 Pembina Valley Hawks as they 
suffered two shutout losses on home 
ice in Morden.

The Hawks fell 6-0 to the Winnipeg 
Wild Friday and then could still not 
break the goose egg Saturday in fall-
ing 3-0 to the Interlake Lightning.

Pembina Valley trailed 3-0 and 4-0 
at the intermissions against the Wild, 
who continue to battle Brandon at the 
top of the standings with near perfect 
records. Bryson Yaschyshyn made 37 
saves as Winnipeg outshot the Hawks 
43-34.

Pembina Valley likely deserved bet-
ter against Interlake, as the Hawks 
outshot the Lightning 49-36 but could 
not buy a goal against Ty Hogue. 
Across the ice, Raiden LeGall made 
33 saves for the Hawks.

The game was a scoreless deadlock 
until the third period when the Light-
ning scored three unanswered goals, 
including a power play marker and an 
empty netter to seal the deal.

Earlier last week, the Hawks fared 
better in a 3-2 win over the Southwest 
Cougars in Killarney

The Hawks spotted the Cougars the 
fi rst two goals but fought back hard. 
LeGall was outstanding in stopping 
51 of 53 shots by Southwest.

Pembina Valley took advantage of 
opportunities on 28 shots with goals 
from Keston Worley, Kam Thomas and 
Carter Sotheran, who got the winner 

with 4:32 remaining in the game.
The Hawks have a rare weekend off 

this week with only one game on the 
schedule, but it was a key one, as the 

Hawks, who are in eighth place with 
20 points, were scheduled Wednesday 
to host the Winnipeg Bruins, who are 
ninth with 19 points.

sports&recreationorts
INSIDE  >  OUTSIDE >  UPSIDE DOWN
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Interlake Lightning goalie Ty Hogue steers a shot to safety behind the leaping Hawks forward Carter 
Campbell Saturday night. Interlake got the win 3-0.

Female Hawks 2-2 at Ontario tournament
By Lorne Stelmach

The female U18 Pembina Valley 
Hawks had a break from league play 
this past week but were still busy on 
the ice.

They travelled to Ontario to compete 
in the 2 Nations College Prep tourna-
ment in Brampton. They came out of it 
with two wins and two losses, but the 
results mattered less than the experi-
ence they gleaned.

The Two Nations College Prep Series 
is a pair of popular annual tourna-

ments hosted in Detroit and Bramp-
ton featuring teams from across 
North America. It not only provides 
high level competitive play but also 
serves as a vital scouting opportuni-
ties for coaches.

“We are just excited to be able to 
attend tournaments this year,” noted 
coach Dana Bell. “These tournaments 
are great as it gives us opportunities 
to work on special teams and great 
team bonding.” 

The Hawks began day one Friday 
with a 1-0 loss to Shawinigan followed 

by a 2-1 loss to Scarborough. Day two 
on Saturday brought better results, 
with the Hawks edging Clarington 3-2 
and then beating Chatham Kent 2-1.

“Game one we had a slow start. 
Game two we lost, but we defi nitely 
had a better game with lots of oppor-
tunities. But couldn’t fi nd the back of 
the net,” said Bell. “Game three we got 
better as a team.”

The Hawks remain in fi fth place in 
the Manitoba U18 league with a 7-8-
0 record for 14 points. They trail the 
Winnipeg Ice by four points and are 

ahead of Central Plains by three.
The Hawks this week head to Wil-

cox, Saskatchewan to take part in the 
Mandi Schwartz Memorial Tourna-
ment. Billed as the largest U18 female 
hockey tournament in western Cana-
da, it is in memory of a young athlete 
who played at Athol Murray College 
of Notre Dame who was diagnosed 
with leukemia and died in 2011. 

Pembina Valley will see round robin 
action against Swift Current, Edmon-
ton, and St. Mary’s.

Check out the Winkler Morden Voice online at www.winklermordenvoice.ca
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Morden’s Ravyn Wiebe 
named Player of the Week
By Lorne Stelmach

A young Morden athlete would 
dearly love to close out her university 
athletic career with a championship.

Ravyn Wiebe is helping the Brandon 
Bobcats women’s volleyball team get 
off to a strong start in her fi nal year 
of eligibility, and it is exciting for her 
to see the potential for the squad this 
season.

“We’re quite confi dent in our team 
this year, and we hope to make a long 
playoff run,” said Wiebe, who had a 
banner weekend recently in not only 
leading the team to a pair of wins but 
earning Canada West Player of the 
Week honours as well.

The fi fth-year veteran put up some 
impressive numbers in a weekend 
sweep of the University of Manitoba 
Bisons at the end of November.

In the Friday matchup, Wiebe had 
15 kills in 35 attempts in fi nishing the 
Bobcats’ 3-0 win with a .314 kill per-
centage. Then on Saturday, in a fi ve-
set match, Wiebe again led Brandon 
in kills with 14 while adding 8 digs, 
fi ve block assists and three aces.

Wiebe was leading the conference 
in points at 107, total kills at 94 and 
sat third in kills per set at 3.76 as the 
Bobcats went into an extended break 
with a bye in the fi nal weekend of the 
fi rst half before resuming conference 
competition in the new year.

She sees the team as being very 
strong this year with them sitting 

second in their division on four wins 
and two losses with 10 games to go in 
January and February.

She would like to see them get fi rst 
place, which would allow them to 
host the playoffs. Given the pan-
demic, their usual division that would 
include all the teams from Manitoba 
to B.C. was split up to just be the fi ve 
teams in Manitoba and Saskatch-
ewan, but the playoff would include 
all the teams from Alberta and B.C. 
Winning there could lead to Canada 
West fi nals and a chance to go to the 
national championship.

“Our experience for sure has helped 
us on the court,” said Wiebe, who is 
part of a veteran group leading the 
team.

“That’s one of the things that sets 
our team apart is that we had quite a 
few girls come back this year. It is dif-
ferent for us this year in that we have 
some veterans on our team,” she con-
tinued.

“You need to understand the game 
well, and that’s what our age now of-
fers us ... I think it shows; the experi-
ence is noticeable on the court,” said 
Wiebe. “We’ve had the chance to play 
together a lot ... so we’re so comfort-
able with each other ... we trust each 
other.

“We put in a lot of hours, and we 
train quite hard, probably harder 
than people would realize, but we do 
it because we love it,” she added. “It’s 
such a team oriented sport, and every-

body’s got to be on the same page and 
you have to really work together ... so 
it offers that camaraderie.”

Wiebe found her way to Brandon 
University from Morden Collegiate, 
where she was a AAA tournament all-
star in her Grade 12 year.

She played three years with Team 
Manitoba before committing to the 
Bobcats, and she captained the 15U 
team before playing 16U as well as 
for the 17U team that competed at the 
Western Canada Summer Games in 
2015.

Set the Brandon University women’s 
volleyball school record for most kills 
in a match with 28 against Winnipeg 
Nov. 7, 2019, surpassing former team 
mate Nikala Majewski’s previous pro-
gram record of 25.

Pursuing a science degree, Wiebe 

has relished the chance to both study 
and compete close to home.

“That was going to be a big part of 
my decision for any school that I was 
going to choose,” she said. “I’m a bit of 
a homebody, so the chance to play in 
my home province was a huge factor, 
and it’s just two hours from home, so 
not too far from my support.”

Her coach sang her praises upon 
Wiebe receiving the player of the 
week honours.

“Rayvn has been the most under-
rated star in Canada West since she 
has arrived out of high school,” said 
Lee Carter. “Her leadership, positivity 
and hard work make the entire team 
better. This is great that she is fi nally 
getting the recognition she deserves.” 
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Virden Oil Caps down Flyers twice in a row
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Flyers just couldn’t 
crack the Virden Oil Capitals last 
weekend.

The Flyers returned home from 
Virden Friday night with a 5-1 loss.

Jayden McCarthy scored Winkler’s 
lone goal midway through the sec-
ond. Virden was already up by three 
at that point and added two more in 
the third (including an empty-netter) 
to take it all.

Dylan Meilun and Malachi Klassen 
split netminding duties, with Meilun 
stopping 16 of the 19 shots he faced 
while Klassen stopped 13 of the 14 
that came his way. Virden won the 
shot battle 34-23.

The Flyers didn’t fare much better 
two nights later before a hometown 

By Lorne Stelmach

The Pembina Valley Twisters kept 
themselves within range of the 
MMJHL leaders this past weekend 
with a victory over Fort Garry Fort 
Rouge.

Pembina Valley held period leads of 

2-0 and 5-1 on their way to the 5-2 win 
against the Twins Friday in Morris. 

League points leader TJ Matuszews-
ki fi red his 13th of the season, while 
Caelen Russell and Nico Vigier each 
contributed their 11th goals. 

Jordan Gray and Curtis Rebeck also 
scored for the Twisters, who were out-

shot 26-21. Martin Gagnon made 21 
saves in net.

The Twisters are now riding a four 
game winning streak while having 
had a couple recent games postponed, 
including one that had been sched-

Pembina Valley Twisters down Twins 5-2

Ravyn Wiebe was named Ravyn Wiebe was named 
the Canada West Player the Canada West Player 
of the Week recently.of the Week recently.

crowd.
This time it was Jackson Arpin who 

got Winkler up on the board 52 sec-
onds into the second period, tying the 
game at 1-1.

Once again, though, only Virden did 
any more scoring for the rest of the 
game, pulling ahead midway through 

the second and then cementing the 
win 3-1 with another in the third.

Winkler outshot their opponents 33-
21. Klassen made 18 saves in net.

With that, Winkler’s record sits at 
14-10-1-1 for 30 points and third place 
in the MJHL East Division standings. 
They trail the Winnipeg Blues by fi ve 

points and the Steinbach Pistons by 
11 but have a healthy lead over the 
Selkirk Steelers in fourth place by 
seven points.

This week Winkler plays in Neepa-
wa Friday and then hosts the Titans 
Sunday night.

Continued on page 26
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Winkler 
Royals 
best Mercs

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Royals made short work 
of the visiting Warren Mercs in South 
Eastern Manitoba Hockey League ac-
tion over the weekend.

The Saturday night game at the Win-
kler arena saw the home team up 3-2 
after 20 minutes, with Jamie Thiessen, 
Brandon Friesen, and Brett Dudar 
scoring in between two Warren goals.

Winkler widened the gap to 7-2 in 
the second period. Mitch Fehr scored 
twice and singles came in from Remi 
Laurencelle and Brendan Heppner.

The Mercs managed one fi nal goal a 
handful of minutes into the last peri-
od, but Laurencelle and Marlin Froese 
got that back and one more besides to 
end the game 9-3 for Winkler.

Jayme Janzen got the victory in net, 
making 38 saves as Winkler outshot 
Warren 45-41.

That same night the Morden Bomb-
ers narrowly won their match against 
the Notre Dame Hawks 5-4.

Mike Rey scored the fi rst period’s 
lone goal and then Tanner Wiebe and 
Joey Baker added two more in the 
middle frame to make it 3-2.

Notre Dame scored the tying goal 
two minutes in and then pulled ahead 
a few minutes later. Morden returned 
the favour with Wiebe’s second of the 
night and another as well from Rey in 
the fi nal minutes to win it.

Goalie Reed Peters stopped 30 shots 
on net. His teammates fi red 37 the 
other way.

This week the Bombers were slated 
to play in Warren Tuesday and then 
host Notre Dame Saturday while 
the Royals travel to play Carman on 
Thursday.

The SEMHL standings at press time 
had Morden in second place with a 5-1 
record for 10 points, trailing Portage 
in fi rst by a point. Carman rounded 
out the top three with eight points. 
Winkler was in fi fth place at 3-5 for six 
points.

PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
Warren’s Trent Genyk tries to get at the loose puck in front of Winkler netminder Jayme Janzen Saturday. 
The Royals won it 9-3.

Winkler getting to work on its outdoor rinks
By Ashleigh Viveiros

City of Winkler staff are hoping to 
have the outdoor community ice rinks 
up and running before Christmas.

Director of community services Jor-
dan Driedger said last week that their 
plan is to tackle three rinks through-
out town to start.

“The Emerado rink and then another 
one somewhere in the centre of town 
[likely Lions Park, Winkler Elemen-
tary School, or the MB Church], and 
then something in the north as well,” 
he said, noting that last one might 
be in the Parkland area or Gemstone 
Park. “We want to spread it out as 
much as we can. And then if time al-
lows us and the weather cooperates, 
then we’ll add some of our other rinks 

that we hope to do [in various other 
parks around town].

“Just like every year, temperature 
and snow cover play a big role in 
how many outdoor rinks we can do,” 
Driedger said last Friday, a couple 
days before Mother Nature dumped a 
fair bit of snow on southern Manitoba 
and more normal winter tempera-
tures kicked in.

Water conservation remains top of 
mind for the city, even in the winter, 
Driedger said.

“We’re working closely with the 
planning department as well,” he said. 
“Some of the moisture that we got at 
the end of fall has helped [the drought 
situation] a little bit. 

“The idea is if we can provide some 
of those outdoor public rinks that 

uled for this past Sunday against 
Stonewall in Morris.

Pembina Valley remains in third 
place on a record of 14-3-2 for 30 
points, which has them trailing Trans-

cona at 36 and St. James at 37 points. 
The Twisters have a pair of games on 

the road this weekend as they pay a 
visit to River East Friday then St. Boni-
face Saturday.

 >  TWISTERS, FROM PG. 25

might mean that there’s less need 
for backyard rinks, which means 
less water use overall.”

This will be the fi rst year using 
the new concrete slab at the Em-
erado Park rink, which will sig-
nifi cantly cut down on the amount 
of both snow and water the site 
needs.

With any luck, the Emerado rink 
will be up and running as early as 
this week, with the other rinks to 
follow soon after—just in time for 
Christmas break.

The City of Winkler and the Win-
kler Recreation Department will 
post the location and opening of 
rinks on their social media pages. 
Driedger asks people to stay off 
the rinks until they’re offi cially de-
clared open for skating.

“If people go on the rinks too 
early it can damage those rinks 
and make it harder to build the 
up the way we want to,” he said. 
“As they’re ready, we’ll let people 
know that they’re ready and where 
the closet rink is to them.”

Bombers down 
Hawks 5-4



> MEAL IDEAS> MEAL IDEAS
get inspired

Prep time: 20 minutes
Cook time: 20 minutes
Servings: 4
12 button mushrooms
2 tablespoons olive oil, divided
1 large sweet onion, diced
2 medium zucchinis, diced
4-6 sun dried tomatoes, chopped
2-3 garlic cloves, minced
1 large handful spinach
1 pinch rosemary
salt, to taste

Prep time: 20 minutes
Cook time: 10 minutes
Servings: 8
35 ounces Brussels sprouts
3 green onions, fi nely chopped
1/4 cup gluten-free all-purpose fl our
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon black pepper
pink pepper
1 teaspoon paprika
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder
1 fl ax egg (2 tablespoons fl ax and 2 ta-

blespoons water)

Servings: 6-8
1 1/4 cups graham cracker crumbs
1/4 cup sugar
1/4 cup butter, melted
2 packages (8 ounces each) cream 

cheese, softened
1 can (14 ounces) sweetened condensed 

milk
3 eggs
1/4 cup fresh lemon juice
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 orange, peeled and separated
8 raspberries
3 mint leaves, for garnish 
Heat oven to 350 F.

freshly ground black pepper, to taste
1 pack Violife Just Like Cheddar Shreds
fi nely chopped chives
Preheat oven to 350 F.
Use damp kitchen towel to clean mush-

rooms. Remove stalks from mushrooms. 
Rub with 1 tablespoon olive oil and place 
on lined baking sheet with empty sides 
up.

In frying pan, saute onions in remain-
ing olive oil until soft then add zucchinis, 
tomatoes and garlic. Add spinach until 
wilted. Remove from heat and add rose-
mary, salt, to taste, and pepper, to taste.

Stuff each mushroom with vegetable 
mixture and sprinkle with cheese shreds. 
Bake 15-20 minutes. Sprinkle with fi nely 
chopped chives.

1 pack Violife Just Like Cheddar Shreds
2-4 tablespoons olive oil
mint, roughly chopped
Wash Brussels sprouts and fi nely slice. 

Place in bowl with green onions.
In separate bowl, whisk fl our, salt, black 

pepper, pink pepper, paprika and garlic 
powder.

Add dry ingredients and fl ax egg to 
Brussels sprouts mixture then add ched-
dar shreds. Mix well and let rest in re-
frigerator 10 minutes.

In frying pan, heat olive oil. Use hands 
to make one patty with 2 tablespoons of 
mixture.

Shallow fry 4 minutes on each side. 
Remove and place on plate with paper 
towels to drain excess oil. Repeat with 
remaining mixture. Garnish with mint. 

In medium bowl, combine graham 
cracker crumbs, sugar and melted butter. 
Press fi rmly into 9-inch springform pan.

In large bowl, beat cream cheese un-
til fl uffy. Gradually beat in sweetened 
condensed milk until smooth. Add eggs, 
fresh lemon juice and vanilla extract; mix 
until combined.

Pour into pan. Bake 50-55 minutes, or 
until center springs back when lightly 
pressed. Chill in refrigerator until com-
pletely cooled. Arrange orange slices 
around border of cake and place rasp-
berries in middle. Top with mint leaves. 

Vegan Stuffed 
Mushrooms

Vegan Brussels 
Sprouts Fritters

Lemon Cheesecake 
with Fresh Fruit

Healthy Holidays (without 
Sacrifi ce!)
By Fitness & Nutrition Expert Julie 
Germaine Coram

Can I share a secret with you? 
Around the holidays, I have a slight 
addiction to Ritz crackers and Fer-
rero Rocher. If these are at a party, 
I cannot NOT have some. And why 
wouldn’t I? The holidays are a time 
for celebrating with loved ones and 
indulging in life’s joys, including 
deliciously sinful foods. 

The downside, of course, is that 
when January rolls around, your 
clothes are feeling a bit snug and 
you suffer from regrets about your 
dietary decisions.

I have two solutions for you that 
have both worked well for me and 
my clients. The fi rst involves self-
control, research, and lifestyle 
changes to help you maintain your 
fi gure all winter-long. The second 
suggestion is my best advice to al-
low you to live it up this month 
without accepting that your 2022 
wardrobe is going up a size.

Solution 1: portion control
Once upon a time I religiously 

counted calories before anything 
passed my lips, but I will never do 
that again. This kind of obsession 
is not healthy and is unrealistic as 
a long-term solution to fi tness. In-
stead, I preach portion control. A 
quarter of your plate should be 
protein, such as meats, beans, or 
eggs (or a combination that could 
include nuts and cheeses). Whole 
grains should also be approximate-
ly the same size, including brown 
rice, whole wheat breads and pas-
tas, or quinoa. The remaining half of 
your plate can heap with vegetables 
and fruits of all colours. Check out 
https://food-guide.canada.ca/en/ 
for a visual representation of this, 
and to try their many nutritious 
recipes.

Solution 2: commitment immedi-

ately to a fi tness program
If you sign up NOW (not on Janu-

ary 1) and invest in a fi tness pro-
gram, then you’ll have support from 
a nutrition expert immediately who 
can give you tips and tricks to over-
come cravings and eat well 90% of 
the time during all of December, 
so your events don’t take over and 
makess a train wreck of your healthy 
regime. You will also be guaranteed 
to shed off any weight you did put 
on immediately because you are 
getting Pro advice on how to adjust 
your daily food intake to enhance 
fat loss in a healthy, lasting way.

Would you like to connect with 
me to discuss your personal fi tness 
goals and struggles? Visit julieger-
maine.com or schedule a free 15 
minute diet consultation at www.
calendly.com/juliegermaine

Coach Julie Germaine Coram is a 
fi t mom, 2x Pro Fitness Champion, 
Certifi ed Nutrition & Fitness Expert 
- and local here in Manitoba. She 
has helped thousands of men and 
women improve their health since 
2005.

Health and Wellness Fitness expert
Julie Germaine Coram
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SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery and 
autos. NO ITEM TOO 
LARGE! Best prices 
paid, cash in hand. 
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.

SNOW REMOVAL
Paul’s Skidsteer Snow 
Removal. Call 204-930-
3524 and leave a mes-
sage.

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Do you own rental 
property in Winnipeg? 
Are you tired of dealing 
with long term renters 
and the mess they can 
leave? We can provide 
you with a different op-
tion to earn a rental 
income. Pawluk Realty 
204-890-8141.

HELP WANTED
Hiring Class 1A driv-
ers to transport RV’s 
throughout N. America. 
Health/dental insur-
ance, excess miles, 
monthly bonus. Must be 
able to cross the border. 
For more information 
visit roadexservices.
com or email recruit
ing@roadexservices.
com

HELP WANTED
Put your pickup truck 
to work! $2000 sign-
ing bonus! Hiring 1 
ton owners to trans-
port RV’s throughout 
N. America. Pick up in 
Indiana, delivering to 
Western Canada. Paid 
per loaded mile, insur-
ance and authorities 
are through us. Dis-
counted fuel cards and 
subsidized health insur-
ance. Driver must be at 
least age 21 and able 
to cross the border. For 
more information visit 
roadexservices.com or 
email recruiting@road
exservices.com

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS 
RELEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to an-
nounce? Having a win-
ter or Christmas event? 
An exciting change in 
operations? Though we 
cannot guarantee pub-
lication, MCNA will get 
the information into the 
right hands for ONLY 
$35 + GST/HST. Call 
MCNA 204-947-1691 
for more information. 
See www.mcna.com 
under the “Types of Ad-
vertising” tab for more 
details.

NOTICES
GET SEEN! ADVER-
TISE NOW, AND 
MAKE THE MOST 
OF THINGS before 
YEAR END! Get your 
last ads in and wish 
your customers “Merry 
Christmas.” Get your 
information out to a 
broad audience, in the 
37 Manitoba Weekly 
Newspapers and over 
352,000 + HOMES, for 
as little as $189 + GST! 
To learn more, Call 204-
467-5836 or call MCNA 
at 204-947-1691 for 
details or to book ads. 
MCNA - Manitoba 
Community Newspa-
pers Association. www.
mcna.com

HEALTH
Are you suffering from 
joint or arthritic pain? If 
so, you owe it to your-
self to try elk velvet 
antler capsules. Hun-
dreds have found relief. 
Benefi ts humans and 
pets. EVA is composed 
of proteins, amino ac-
ids, minerals, lipids and 
water. Key compounds 
that work to stimulate 
red blood cell produc-
tion & cartilage cell re-
generation & develop-
ment. Stonewood Elk 
Ranch Ltd., 204-467-
8884 or e-mail stone
woodelkranch@mymts.
net

Classifi eds

 Call 204-467-5836
oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

FIND THE 
RIGHT 

PERSON FOR 
THE POSITION

with an  

EMPLOYMENT/
CAREERS AD in

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

467-5836
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HONOUR YOUR 
LOVED ONES

WITH AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT IN 

THE VOICE

FARMLAND TENDER

CAREER

PUBLIC NOTICE

INVITATION TO TENDER
We invite TENDERS for the purchase of approximately 40.00 Acres of land 
in the R.M. of Stanley described as:
 PART OF SE ¼ 24-2-4 WPM
 (approx. 40.00 acres)
 Title No. 2920772/4 Roll No. 126600.000
All the property is cultivated farmland and is currently in potato rotation. 
The adjacent land has been rezoned from Agriculture General to Develop-
ment General.
A cheque for $10,000.00 must accompany the tender as a down payment. 
Written tenders must be received by 12:00 p.m. on December 31, 2021. 
Down payment will be returned if tender not accepted.
Closing date for the sale shall be January 28, 2022, by cash or approved loan 
proceeds. Any loan advances paid after closing date are subject to payment 
of interest at loan rate during reasonable delay for registration of security. 
Purchaser shall be responsible for payment of all 2022 property taxes and 
GST or shall self-assess for GST.
The highest or any Tender may not necessarily be accepted.
ADDRESS:  DOELL LAW OFFICE
  P.O. Box 1150
  1-655 Main Street
  Winkler, MB R6W 4B2
  Ph. (204) 325-8807
To the attention of Scott C. Doell
For more information on the tender email info@wiensdoell.com

   
CITY OF MORDEN

PUBLIC NOTICE
The City of Morden is projecting to increase the amount of water pur-
chased from Pembina Valley Water Cooperative (PVWC) from 5% (2020 
figure) to 23% due to the current drought situation. The existing City of 
Morden rates were set considering that only 5% of the total water demand 
will be purchased from PVWC in 2014. City of Morden has not increased 
their “pass through” rate or increased water rates since 2014. PVWC re-
ceived rate increase approvals from the Public Utility Board for the years 
2018 through 2022 for a total increase of $1.37/1000 gallons.
Whereas the City of Morden must increase their “pass through” rate to 
account for past and current increases and for the increased volume of 
water to be purchased from PVWC. The calculation is as follows/1000 
gallons:

$0.07 –  on account of PVWC rate increase (5% of $1.37 for the years  
 2018 through 2022) at the purchase % of 5%
$1.97 –  on account of increasing the purchase volume from the 
$2.04 current 5% to 23%

Public notice is hereby given that the water rate increase will be 
$2.04/1000 gallons effective for March 1, 2022 quarterly billing in the City 
of Morden. That being from the present water rate of $11.61/1000 gallons 
to $13.65/1000 gallons. The sewer rate will remain as it presently is, being 
$12.60/1000 gallons.
Nicole Reidle
City Manager

Sanding Services
Commercial parking lots

Private Driveways
Streets & Municipal 

Intersections
We only use Eco Friendly

Sand

Now Serving:
Altamont, Carman, 

Elm Creek, Haywood,
Homewood, Miami, 

Notre Dame, Roland, 
Somerset, St. Lupicin

& Treherne

Jason Klassen • 204-750-0172
roseislebackhoeservice@hotmail.com

See us for your road sanding needs!NEW!

It’s slippery out there! Can your business afford a fall? 
Call or text Jason for competitive sanding prices. 

Can sand any size parking lot or driveway.

Folks
We Can Help
Call the Hotline at 
(204)725-4181
Gorgeous Gifts,

Free Gift Wrapping
Shop Online

Save $10
Use code SAVE1021

ladyofthelake.ca
(204)725-4181

Brandon, MB

Winter Road 
Haul 2022
Class 1 Drivers 

needed for deliveries 
in MB & NW Ont.

(800) 665-4302
ext. 251

or email:
orderdesk@
penneroil.ca

Power Builder 
Advertising 
WORKS!

• GET SEEN by over 
0,000 Manitoba 

Homes!
• Use your LOGO!
• Create instant top of 

mind awareness
• Showcase your info,

business, product, 
job, announcements 
or event

• We format it, to 
make it look great!

• Starting at $339.00 
(includes 45 lines of 
space) 

• The ads blanket the 
province and run in 
MCNA’s  Manitoba 
community 
newspapers

• Very cost eff ective
means of getting 
your message out to 
the widest possible 
audience

Contact this newspaper 
NOW or MCNA at 
204.947.1691 or email 
classifi ed@mcna.com

www.mcna.com

to deliver Th e Winkler Morden Voice to the City of Winkler 
and Morden along with surrounding communities.
We rent the truck, which is picked up in Winnipeg Tuesdays 
at 4:30 and returned Wednesday nights once delivery is   
complete.
Must be physically able to load and unload papers from the 
truck and follow directions.
Valid driver’s license a requirement.
If interested call Brett at 204-485-0010 or 
email: bigandcolourful@mymts.net

DRIVER WANTED

Deadline to apply 
is January 9, 2022.

These are lonely 
times – Red Cross 

can help.
Sign up for weekly 

chats with the 
Friendly Calls 

program!
Call: 

1-204-583-6285
Email:

friendlycallingmb
@redcross.ca

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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CAREERS

Western School Division, serving the City of Morden and the surrounding 
area, invites applications from aspiring and visionary leaders for the position 
of Principal of Morden Collegiate Institute.

Western School Division fosters collaboration and joint planning among 
its stakeholders and is proactive in its approach to literacy and numeracy de-
velopment, curriculum implementation, the inclusion of special needs, and 
technology for learning.

The successful candidate will demonstrate abilities and positive experiences 
as instructional and educational leaders, school- community facilitators, vi-
sionaries, and data-informed problem solvers. The successful candidate will 
demonstrate an ability to manage within the    cultural and educational context, 
including possessing experience with personnel management, as well as bud-
get and resource allocation.

Applications received prior to Jan 7, 2022, are assured of careful                          
consideration. An eligibility list may be established to fill similar positions 
and will remain in effect for 4 months.

For more information and how to apply, please refer to the link below and 
follow the application instructions:
https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/Employment/Pages/EmploymentOpportunities.aspx#/

Western  School Division - 
serving the City of Morden and the 

surrounding area - invites applications 
from aspiring and visionary leaders for 

the following position:

PUBLIC NOTICE

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a PUBLIC HEARING will be held to receive 
representations from any person(s) who wish to make them in respect to the following matter:
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF STANLEY BY-LAW NO. 25-21, an Amendment to the RM of Stanley Zoning 
By-law 8-18, as amended  
HEARING:   R.M. of Stanley Council Chamber, 
LOCATION:  1-23111 PTH 14, SW 7-3-4W
DATE & TIME:  December 16, 2021 at 9:15 a.m. 
GENERAL INTENT: 1) To add the definition of “Community Resource Centre”
   2) To add the use of “Community Resource Centre” to the 
   Appendix I Use Table as Conditional in the AG, AL, RR, GD and RC Zones

FOR INFORMATION Melissa Groening, Planning and Development Officer
CONTACT:  Rural Municipality of Stanley
   1-23111 PTH 14, Stanley MB R6P 0B1
   Phone: (204) 325-4101
   Email: mgroening@rmofstanley.ca
A copy of the above proposal and supporting material may be inspected at the location noted above 
during normal office hours, Monday to Friday. Copies may be made and extracts taken there from, 
upon request.
****Please note: If you wish to provide comments regarding the application we ask that you con-
sider submitting your comments in writing to our office by email or mail (drop off box also located at 
the office). Due to limited seating, if you wish to be present at the hearing we will require you to con-
tact our office a minimum of 2 business days prior to the scheduled hearing so that we can ensure 
we can meet the physical distancing requirements. Anyone attending the office will be required to 
wear a face mask. If you wish to participate in the hearing electronically, please contact mgroening@
rmofstanley.ca or call 204-325-4101 a minimum of 2 business days prior to the scheduled hearing. 
Thank you for your understanding and patience.

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF STANLEY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Classifi eds
Announcements
Book Your Classifi ed Ad 

Today - Call 467-5836 

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!

50, 000 BATTERIES 
IN STOCK

*Auto *Farm *Marine
*Construction *ATV 
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Phones *Computers
*Solar Systems & design
* Everything Else!

THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St., 

WPG
1-877-775-8271

www.batteryman.ca

Trucks, Trailers,
Truckbeds & Tires

EBY Aluminum:

KALDECK TRUCK  
& TRAILER INC.

Hwy #1, MacGregor, MB

1-888-685-3127
www.kaldecktrailers.com

PUZZLE NO. 524

ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 524

Copyright © 2010, Penny Press

ACROSS
1. Steeple part
6. Pouchlike part
9. Venetian ruler
13. Anglers' boots
15. Purplish shade
17. Poet Pound
18. Glacial cover
19. Embarrass
20. Sow's mate
21. Fuel for KITT
22. Hat
24. Mulligan ____
26. Zip
27. Allied by nature
29. Theft
31. Enchant
34. Iron, e.g.
35. Manners
36. Desert retreat
38. Dress for Caesar
41. Militarize
42. Ape
44. Place of worship
46. Equestrian's leash

48. Dizziness
50. Mexican

food item
51. Reason
53. Buzzing insect
55. Roll
56. Gauzy fabric
57. Moonlike
58. Untrue
60. Circle around
62. Aquatic mammal
64. Rapid ____
67. Skirt panel
68. Bad actor
69. Straightforward
71. "The ____ is

mightier . . ."
72. Poorly lit
75. Of the ear
77. Cleanse
79. Convert to

a cryptogram
82. Go up
83. Dinghy support
84. Muss

85. Farr's feature
86. Lease
87. Attack

DOWN
1. Gulp
2. Tropical rodent
3. Roman date
4. Family room
5. Gay Nineties, e.g.
6. Bro or sis
7. Cry of dismay
8. Large dwellings
9. Society gal
10. Atmosphere

layer
11. Wheat, for one
12. Ahead of

schedule
14. Tear apart
15. Tyke
16. Bamboozle
23. Revenue
25. Ire

27. Overpowering
respect

28. "____ of the
Spider Woman"

30. Influence
31. Northern
32. Weasel
33. Barbers' trim
34. Newsreel maker
35. "Eyes of Laura

____"
37. Soft fabric
39. Pin-up girl
40. Blame
43. College vine
44. Adult scrod
45. Whetstone
47. Sheer curtain

fabric
49. Mechanic's milieu
52. Body

54. Yonder
57. Exact
59. Grabbed a bite
61. Having two feet
63. Work for nine
64. Rose spike
65. Percentage
66. Not right
70. Cathedral part
71. "____ Sematary"
72. Makeshift bed
73. Loiter
74. Run into
76. Bee chaser
78. Use a bench
80. Head
81. Prompter's

offering

 3. Comedian Carvey
 4. Egyptian unit of weight
 5. A Brit’s mother
 6. Tropical tree
 7. One who speaks Gaelic
 8. NHL legend Bobby
 9. Vacation spots
10. Military personnel
11. Shakira’s don’t lie
12. Wimbledon champ
13. Teletypewriter
16. Mistakes
18. Whale ship captain
22. Thus
23. From end to end
24. Kids love him
25. One and only
27. Fencing swords
28. Taxis
29. Basics
30. Refuse of grapes

31. Go quickly
33. French ballet dynasty
35. Most open
36. Popular soap ingredient
37. US time zone (abbr.)
39. Items of food
42. Backbones
43. Infrequent
44. Blood type
46. “Let It Snow!” songwriter
47. Dutch colonist
48. Pike 
49. Egyptian sun god
50. A cardinal is one
51. From a distance
52. Bolivian river
53. N. American student 

organization (abbr.)
54. River (Spanish)
55. Chinese life force
56. Chinese surname

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Polish city
 6. Very eager
10. Identifi es a specifi c person or 

thing
14. Tennis great Naomi
15. One concerned by professional 

advancement
17. PGA Championship reward
19. A fashionable hotel
20. Norse mythology afterlife 

location
21. Stood up
22. Car mechanics group
23. Weather forecasters use it 

(abbr.)
24. Broken branch
26. Astronomy unit
29. East Asian nursemaid
31. “Airplane!” actor
32. Exclamation that denotes 

disgust
34. “Batman” villain
35. Downfalls
37. Philippine province
38. Once-vital TV part
39. Valley
40. Tax
41. Classic Scorcese fi lm
43. Subway dwellers
45. Book part
46. Taxi
47. Pancakes made from 

buckwheat fl our
49. Swiss river
50. Founder of Babism
53. Have surgery
57. Withdrawal from a larger entity
58. Lot’s father
59. Greek war god
60. 2,000 lbs.
61. Lemur

CLUES DOWN
 1. Quarrels
 2. Right away

take a break
> GAMES

Sudoku Answer
Crossword Answer



OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Jacob Heide
1930 – 2021

On Wednesday, December 1, 2021 at Boundary Trails Health 
Centre, Jacob Heide, 91 years, 8 months and 24 days of Winkler, 
MB formerly of Hochfeld passed away peacefully with his family 
by his side.

Mom and dad were blessed with two sons and one daughter: 
Jake (Merle), Aron (Barb), Mary (John), 10 grandchildren and 18 
great-grandchildren. 

Funeral service was held at the Blumenfeld Old Colony Mennonite 
Church with interment at the Hochfeld Cemetery.

If friends so desire, donations may be made in Jacob’s memory 
to the Heart and Stroke Foundation of Manitoba.

Nettie Fehr (nee Neufeld)
1930 – 2021

Our Mom was born on July 25, 1930 three miles north of Plum 
Coulee. She attended the Grossweide School. After suffering from 
rheumatic fever disease at age six, she struggled throughout her 
life with a hearing impairment. She was baptized in 1949 upon her 
confession of faith. She married our Dad, John Fehr, in June 1950 
and they enjoyed 71 years together. They settled and began their 
farming life in the Thames (Bergfeld) District. While raising four 
children and looking after the housework, she also worked side 
by side with our Dad doing routine farm chores as well as doing 
gardening, canning and baking. They both put in long hours until 
all the work was done. She had boundless energy and enjoyed 
every part of farm life. She loved planning and preparing for various 

family celebrations such as birthdays and anniversaries. Christmas was often the highlight of the 
year with lots of shopping and food preparations.

In 1991, after 40 years of farm work and dedication to the farm, Mom and Dad retired from 
farming and moved to Plum Coulee, where Mom developed a renewed interest in planting 
fl owers. Mom also bonded with her grandchildren by babysitting and playing baseball with them. 
She was deeply concerned about our spiritual lives and taught us and later her grandchildren to 
pray. In 2016, after 25 years living and maintaining a large garden in Plum Coulee, they moved to 
a rental home in Winkler, where all the outside work was taken care of. In April 2021 Mom was 
paneled and temporarily admitted to the Niverville Heritage Centre until a local opening in the 
Winkler PCH was available, which unfortunately never happened.

She is survived by her husband, John Fehr and their children, Susan Day (Murray), Katie Friesen 
(Jake), Jake Fehr, Margaret Stoesz (Jerry) and their families including 10 grandchildren and 16 
great-grandchildren. She was predeceased by three sisters and three brothers and is survived 
by her sister, Trudy Friesen and brother, Jake Neufeld as well as numerous nieces and nephews.

A private funeral service was held with interment at the Grossweide Cemetery.
The family wishes to thank the Niverville Heritage Centre staff for tenderly caring for our Mother 

and special thanks to Dr. Dreyer for the years of special attention and personal interest in our 
Mother. She really respected you.

OBITUARY

Brent Isaac Welch
Brent Welch was born June 12, 1956, and died December 1, 

2021.
Brent attended school in Roland and Carman.
He was predeceased by his sister, Heather, and his father I. 

Clinton Welch.
Brent is survived by his mother, T. Doreen Welch, and his sister 

Brenda.
Cremation has taken place and an interment will be held at a later 

date in the Fairview Cemetery, Roland.
Memorial donations may be made to the Heart and Stroke 

Foundation, 1379 Kenaston Blvd., Wpg, MB, R3P 2T5.
Doyle’s Funeral Home

in care of arrangements
www.doylesfuneralhome.ca

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM

 In Loving Memory of
Raymond Wiebe

1958 - 2018
Forever in Our Hearts

-Love Wendy and family

 -Your family
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CAREERS

Inventory Service Coordinator (‘ISC’)
The ISC is responsible for the control, management, and planning of all inventories.
Must be flexible to work 40+ hours per week and weekends as required.
Reporting directly to the Plant Manager, responsibilities of this position include, but not limited to:

 CSR’s & Sales as required and have full grasp of inventory

Job Skills:

 team goals

Educational Requirements:

Preferred Experience:

Physical Requirements:

Please email resume to Gord Unger at gord.unger @ads-pipe.com

Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc
Carman, MB. is now hiring for a 

111 Lyle Drive Carman, MB, R0G 0J0

AUCTION

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

See our website www.billklassen.com for list and pictures!

 2015 Jeep and all household 
items. To be picked up Dec 23, 

out of their house. 
See Bill Klassen 

Auctioneers, online, timed 
 204-325-4433 or 204-325-6230 

NEW AUCTION DATE 
FOR JIM & WENDY BISSEL

151 - 8 th St, Morden.

Classifi eds
Announcements

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 
or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

Remember Your Remember Your Loved OnesLoved Ones  
  with an Announcement in the

  

Call 204-467-5836 or ads@winklermordenvoice.ca



Your memory will live forever Engraved within our hearts
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OBITUARY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Anne Schmidt (nee Wall)
1944 - 2021

It is with sadness that we announce the passing of our mother, 
and grandmother, Anne Schmidt who passed away on Monday, 
November 29, 2021 at the age of 76 years.

Anne was born in Winkler, MB to Jacob and Maria Wall (nee 
Wieler) on December 10, 1944. She grew up in the Mountain City 
district, South of Morden, MB. As a young girl, she enjoyed school 
and reading, but had to quit at an early age to help out on the farm. 
She eventually got a job at Salem Home and then Tabor, where 
she met her future husband, Peter G. Schmidt. They got married 
on December 11, 1965 and moved to Winnipeg for a short while 
before settling down in Winkler and area. There she and Peter 
raised four children: three sons and one daughter. She was an avid 

gardener, baker, and loved to help her family and neighbors. In 1976, she had a stroke which 
greatly changed her life. However, she was determined to not let it stop her from living life and 
relearned how to do all the things she enjoyed. Even with challenges, she joined in as many 
activities as she could and never complained about the things she found diffi cult or could not do. 
Anne’s faith was tested, but as she herself wrote, “She had to rely on her Lord for her strength.” 
She modelled this daily by the way she lived. When her children grew and started leaving for 
college and getting married, she pursued some education, learned how to use the computer and 
found new friends to add to her many others. She enjoyed playing games, puzzling and being a 
part of a ladies Bible study. She volunteered regularly, always enjoying the company of people 
and lending a helping hand. When her children and grandchildren came over to visit, she found 
joy in preparing their favorite foods for them. In 2008, Peter and Anne moved to Morden. Three 
years later, her mobility became more diffi cult, and they found a one level apartment in Winkler. 
Here she enjoyed being closer to friends and going for walks in town. In 2020, she ended up in 
Boundary Trails Health Centre and was also in Swan Lake for around six months before moving 
on November 3, 2020 into Salem Home where she lived just over a year.

She is survived by her husband, Peter Schmidt and her children and grandchildren: Kelvin 
Schmidt (Locky Dorell), Marlin and Julie Schmidt, Russ Schmidt and Carol Thiessen (Kai), Teresa 
and Mike Penner (Cassidy, Adrian, Reuben). She leaves to mourn her passing numerous siblings, 
in-laws, nieces and nephews. Anne was predeceased by her parents, brothers, sisters and one 
son in infancy.

Private service was held with interment at Edenburg Cemetery.
If friends so desire, donations may be made in Anne’s memory to the Heart and Stroke 

Foundation of Manitoba.

Edna Joyce Thiessen (nee Friesen)
1927 – 2021

It is with sadness that we announce the sudden passing of 
our mother, grandmother and great-grandmother. Edna Joyce 
Thiessen passed away on Tuesday, November 23, 2021 at the age 
of 94 years.

Edna was born in Morden, MB. to Henry H Friesen and Katharina 
(nee Derksen) of the Langevine District on July 17, 1927. She was 
the oldest child of four. Mom was baptized upon the confession of 
her faith on April 5, 1948 in the Sommerfeld Gemeinde by Bishop 
Peter Toews. She married Dave Thiessen from the Mason District, 
south of Morden on December 20, 1951. They raised two children 
and farmed in Weidenfeld, MB for 38 years. Mom worked at the 
Altona Sewing Factory and CSP Foods. On October 13, 1990, 

Mom and Dad retired from farming and moved to Winkler, MB. Dad passed away on March 1, 
1999 and mom continued living in her home until September 10, 2017. She had just celebrated 
her 90th birthday on July 17th. On June 14, 2018, Mom was admitted to Tabor Home, Morden. 
She enjoyed her stay and interaction with staff and her friend across the table always showing 
her appreciation for everything done for her. Mom’s favorite saying was “I love my life; you should 
always love everyone.” Before admission to Tabor. Mom faithfully watched Pastor John Hagee 
and Pastor Joel Osteen. She loved their messages and was hoping they could offi ciate her 
funeral someday.

We are very grateful for our strong-willed mother who was always cooking, baking and shared 
her hospitality with great joy. Mom will be remembered by all who knew her as a strong and 
capable woman who always gave to others without asking for herself. The giving brought her 
great joy. Her children and grandchildren were the highlight of her life.

Remaining to cherish her memory is her two daughters, Patsy and Jack Unger, grandchildren, 
Kimberly and Vern Derksen and Klinton Unger, great-grandsons, Jadan and Cordel Derksen; 
her daughter, Holly and Adrian Delorme, grandchildren, Amber and Ben Plett, Autumn and 
Barry Knutt, Harley and Chelsea Delorme, great-grandsons, Carter Plett and Sage Knutt. She 
is survived by her sister, Gladys Wiebe and sister-in-law, Truddie Friesen and many nieces and 
nephews as well as nieces and nephews from the Thiessen family. She was predeceased by our 
Dad, Dave Thiessen on March 1, 2005; sister-in-law, Agnes Friesen 1999; brothers, Henry Friesen 
2013, Edward Friesen 2015, Allen Wiebe 2016.

We would like to thank Wiebe Funeral Home for helping with all the arrangements and Pastor 
Gerald Neufeld.

Private funeral service was held with interment at the Winkler Cemetery.
2 Timothy 4:7 “I have fought the good fi ght; I have fi nished the race. I have kept the faith.”

MY MOM
Your Mom is YOUR MOM. Nobody can replace her. Nobody should replace her. Nobody can 

do half the things she does or has done for you. Nobody can compare to her. Only God can love 
you more than she does. She’s only one person but she’s the person that matters the most. LOVE 
AND APPRECIATE YOUR MOM…In Heaven or here on earth…….I LOVE YOU MOM!!

Edwin Jake Wiebe
November 8, 1937 – November 5, 2021
Edwin Jake Wiebe passed away on November 5th, 2021 at the 

Brandon Regional Health Centre.
Edwin was born November 8th, 1937 in the Winkler area. He 

accepted Jesus as his personal Saviour at a young age and was 
baptised, declaring his faith out loud, in Winnipeg, MB. by Pastor 
Barber. He attended school in Horndean, MB. until the eighth 
grade, when he dedicated his life to farming with his parents. At 
age 16, Ed began work in road construction, moving up the ranks 
to run D-8 Caterpillar units and scrapers. He went on to run heavy 
equipment at the Westroc Gypsum Mine north of Amaranth, MB. 
Edwin married Amanda Hoeppner on June 13, 1964 and together 
raised their four children at the family farm west of Amaranth. The 

gardens they produced over the years were the stuff of legend and were always shared with 
family and friends alike. Ed was actively involved in the community and served on boards of 
the local Credit Union, CSSM Church, and the Silver Ridge Bible Chapel. Ed’s love of all things 
mechanical paired with a love for speed led him and his brothers designing and building an 
airboat and snow plane. His sense of adventure will be missed by the many who were touched 
by his joy of water skiing, camping, hunting, curling, hockey and all things outdoors. Edwin 
farmed with his brothers until he retired to Brandon in 2009 where he continued to fi nd joy in the 
outdoors. Many hours were spent gardening with Amanda and much of the harvest donated to 
charities such as Samaritan House. The garden was a place of joy, giving endless tractor rides to 
his great-grandsons whom he called his “little boys”. Ed’s life was lived to the fullest, his faith in 
God evident in every step he took. It would be his wish for those who loved him to grieve in their 
own fashion, and then to move on and live life to the fullest as he has done.

Edwin is survived by his wife Amanda (nee Hoeppner); son Anthony Wiebe (Mimi); daughters 
Naomi Waddell (Mike), and Alana Mackay (Nathan); grandchildren Trevor Schapansky (Andrea), 
Brantley Schapansky, Kaytlyn Bilodeau, Felysia Greene (Nathan), Tara Kauenhofen (Daniel), 
Micah Waddell, Dawson Waddell, Emily Waddell, Leham Mackay, Rachel Mackay, Bethany 
Mackay and Lara Mackay; great-grandchildren Owen Schapansky, and Sebastian, Damon and 
Barrett Kauehofen; brothers John Wiebe (Sandi), Harry Wiebe (Carol), and Elmer Wiebe (Audrey).

He was predeceased by his parents Pete and Tena Wiebe; sister Doreen Harder; daughter 
Loreena Schapansky (nee Wiebe); granddaughter Evalea Waddell; and grandson-in-law Austin 
Bilodeau.

The service to celebrate Edwin’s life was held at Memories Chapel in Brandon on November 
9th, 2021 with the interment held at Silver Ridge Bible Chapel.

Donations in Edwin’s memory can be made to the Samaritan House in Brandon or to the Heart 
and Stroke Foundation.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

OBITUARY

Cornelius Unrau
1942 – 2021

On Saturday, November 27, 2021 at Brandon Regional Health 
Centre, Cornelius Unrau, 79 of Winkler, MB passed away.

He was predeceased by his wife, Martha on November 22, 2021. 
Dad is survived by his children, Phyllis (John); Kaitlin, Sam, Tom, 
Elizabeth, Tim (Jennifer); Preston, Kadence, Lisa (Mike); Claire, 
Orrin, Jocelyn Daniel. He leaves to mourn his passing his siblings, 
Diedrich, Helen, Anne, Betty, Frank (Jessie), in-laws, Susan (Dave), 
Cornie, Trudy, Ike (Lena), Katie, Esther (Abe), Ernie (Betty), Ed 
(Deb), Jim (Katherine), Don (Lisa).

Cornie was born June 7, 1942 to Diedrich and Elizabeth Unrau 
from Plum Coulee, MB. He was baptized in 1962. He married 
Martha Dyck on October 29, 1972. Cornie was born and raised 

on the family farm north of Plum Coulee and continued living there till 2018, at which time they 
moved to Winkler.

Private service was held at the Sommerfeld Mennonite Church in Reinland with interment at the 
Reinland Mennonite Church Cemetery in Schanzenfeld.

We would like to thank the Brandon Regional Health Center staff for their compassionate care 
and for all the many people supporting the family.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com
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KEVIN TALBOTKEVIN TALBOT
kevin@jpb.cakevin@jpb.ca

ROBERTO KORTROBERTO KORT
roberto@jpb.caroberto@jpb.ca

honda.ca

Permit #9725

*Honda Loyalty Program, **Lease Rate, ***Vehicles not exactly as pictured.
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WAYNE CHUCK BILL JODY MARIA

690 MEMORIAL DRIVE • 325-4777
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Permit No. 1162 Since 1955

Bob Derksen Brian Derksen Konrad Friesen John Friesen

Permit #2816

Permit No. 1162 Since 1955

CALL FOR 
PRICE

CALL FOR 
PRICE

CALL FOR 
PRICE

34,000 KMS, 
STOCK #211329

106,500 KMS, 
STOCK #192201

6.0 ENGINE, AUTO, A/C, 
TILT, CRUISE, 9200 GVW, 

HIGH MILEAGE, LOCAL TRADE

5.3 ENGINE, AUTO, LEATHER 
INTERIOR, FRONT BUCKET SEAT, 
18” POLISHED ALUM WHEELS, 
LOCAL TRADE, 102,000 KM’S

STK W10652ASTK W10652A

2015 GMC SIERRA SLT 1500 CREW 4X42015 GMC SIERRA SLT 1500 CREW 4X4

JUST IN

NEW

5.3 ENGINE, AUTO, FRONT BUCKET 
SEATS, LEATHER INTERIOR,

Z71 OFF ROAD PKG

5.3 ENGINE, AUTO, 
FRONT HEATED BUCKET SEATS, 
Z71 OFF ROAD, LOCAL TRADE

2014 GMC SIERRA SLT 1500 CREW 4X42014 GMC SIERRA SLT 1500 CREW 4X4

2016 GMC SIERRA SLE 1500 CREW 2016 GMC SIERRA SLE 1500 CREW 
4X4 (KODIAK EDITION4X4 (KODIAK EDITION

STK W10604AASTK W10604AA

STK W10686ASTK W10686A

JUST IN

JUST IN

STK W10689ASTK W10689A

ONLY
$27,992 + TAX

LOCAL, ONE OWNER, HEATED 
SEATS, REMOTE START, 
FACTORY WARRANTY

C**LOW KM’S**, LIKE NEW, 
LEATHER, HEATED STEERING, 

REMOTE START

ONE OWNER, LOCAL, V6, 
REMOTE START,
HEATED SEATS

CC**LOW KM’S**, LEATHER, REMOTE 
START, ADAPTIVE CRUISE 
CONTROL, HEATED SEATS

6.2L V8, HEATED/COOLED/MASSAGING SEATS, COOLED 
CUPHOLDERS & CONSOLE, BOSE PREMIUM SOUND 
SYSTEM, REAR SEAT DVD SYSTEM, 108,000 KM

3.0L ECOBOOST V6, HEATED/COOLED/MASSAGING SEATS, 
INTELLIGENT CRUISE W/ LANE CENTERING, HEATED 2ND ROW 
BUCKET SEATS, ONE-TOUCH ACTIVE PARK ASSIST, 18,000 KM

1.5L ECOBOOST, ANDROID AUTO/APPLE CARPLAY, 
ADAPTIVE CRUISE W/ LANE KEEPING, 
HEATED LEATHER, FORDPASS CONNECT

5.0L V8, SYNC 3 W/ NAVIGATION, FRONT 
BENCH SEATING, REMOTE & PUSH-BUTTON 
START, 6.5 FT BOX W/ TAILGATE STEP

ONLYONLY
31,000 KM!31,000 KM!

ONLYONLY
32,000 KM!32,000 KM!

 2016 ESCALADE ESV PLATINUM 4WD2016 ESCALADE ESV PLATINUM 4WD

  – 2020 EXPLORER PLATINUM 4WD2020 EXPLORER PLATINUM 4WD

2019 ESCAPE SEL 4WD2019 ESCAPE SEL 4WD

2019 F-150 LARIAT 4X4 2019 F-150 LARIAT 4X4 

AYAY,Y,Y,YYYY, $$29,90029,900  

S,S,
ROROW WWWWWWW

00 KM

$$56,90056,900  

DD DDD $$58,90058,900  

ON N

$$53,90053,900  

STK# 21U110STK# 21U110

STK# 21U130STK# 21U130

STK# 21U131STK# 21U131

STK# 21U126STK# 21U126

PLUS PST/GSTPLUS PST/GST

PLUS PST/GSTPLUS PST/GST

PLUS PST/GSTPLUS PST/GST

PLUS PST/GSTPLUS PST/GST

CHECK OUT  THESE

3434 00000000000000 KMKMSS
2021 Honda Civic Sedan Sport

2021 Honda Ridgeline EX-L

106 5

2019 Honda Pilot EX

2019 Honda CR-V EX-L

CHECK O T THESSE

HONDA CERTIFIED USED

CALL FOR 
PRICE

22222200000000000111111199

00222111 Hooonnndd

22000000001111111111999999999 
52,000 KMS, 

STOCK #196552

8,700 KMS, 
STOCK #210409

2009 CHEV SILVERADO LT 2500 CREW 4X42009 CHEV SILVERADO LT 2500 CREW 4X4

INQUIRE FOR 

PRICE

INQUIRE FOR 

PRICE

INQUIRE FOR 

PRICE
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