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PKF Lawyers wishes you and your family a safe, 
peaceful and happy Holiday Season.
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The Morden Christmas Cheer Board delivered The Morden Christmas Cheer Board delivered 
over 300 care packages to families in need last over 300 care packages to families in need last 
week. For the full story, see Pg. 3.week. For the full story, see Pg. 3.
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Spreading Christmas cheerSpreading Christmas cheer
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108 A - 8th St, Morden, MB R6M 1Y7
204-822-1088
info@cameronfriesen.ca

CAMERON
FRIESEN, MLA
MORDEN — WINKLER

Wishing you and
your family hope,

peace and love 
this Christmas!

oiceVoiceV Winkler Morden

Merry Christmas & 
A Happy New Year

If you have a news tip or are interested in advertising please contact
News Tips: news@winklermordenvoice.ca

   Advertising: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

OUR OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 
December 22nd, 2022 - January 1st, 2023

Opening January 2nd, 2023
There will be NO newspaper printed December 29th, 

but we will continue to distribute our flyers, 
so please watch for them in your mail and distribution boxes.

By Voice staff  

With winter now having arrived in 
full force, Stanley residents will be 
seeing some changes in how the RM 
does snow clearing in 2023.

The RM has entered into a snow 
clearing agreement with the Prov-
ince of Manitoba which will see the 
municipality take over responsibility 
for clearing a number of provincial 
paved roads through the villages. 

Reinfeld, Schanzenfeld, Chortitz, 
Friedensruh, Hochfeld, Blumenfeld, 
Osterwick, and Thornhill will all have 
some roads that will see municipal 
staff  handling the clearing.

“We are hopeful that this will give 
residents of these areas a quicker 
snow clearing response," said Coun-
cillor Ray Unrau, who chairs the 
roads committee.

The municipality has been review-
ing the plow routes to keep the most 

effi  cient system in place, so some of 
those provincial roads will be cleared 
by the RM while others will be hired 
out to a contractor along with a few 
other miles of local roads.

“It is an eff ort to make things as effi  -
cient as possible. We have a few areas 
where it’s an RM road, then it turns 
into a provincial road, and then a half 
mile later it is back to an RM road, 
so this change removes that jurisdic-
tional issue and simplifi es things, as 
we can send one plow in to do the 
job," Unrau explained. 

“The RM is being compensated by 
the province for this work,” he added, 
noting the agreement is only for snow 
clearing and not other road mainte-
nance.

“This agreement expires in spring 
of 2023, so we will review after that 
and see how things went and if we 
want to continue with it, make any 
required changes.”

Stanley takes over snow-clearing duties on several village roads

Get in touch 
with us at 

204-325-6888
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WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
Shoe Repair 204.325.5538

YOUR FAMILY
FOOTWEAR STORE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

HOURS OF OPERATION: 
Monday - Friday

9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

324 CARGILL ROAD, WINKLER
SHOP AND 
DONATE

NEW ITEMS GOING 
OUT DAILY

Morden Cheer Board delivers over 300 hampers
By Lorne Stelmach

The Morden Christmas Cheer Board 
had been bracing for a signifi cant 
bump in the demand for hampers this 
holiday season.

But, as delivery day arrived last 
Wednesday, the numbers weren’t as 
high as was initially expected.

 “We were lucky,” said chairperson 
Carolyn Schellenberg, who wondered 
if organizations like the 500 Stephen 
Community Centre and Many Hands 
Resource Centre were helping lessen 
the need. “I think there’s many sup-
ports in the community that are help-
ing people as well.”

In 2020, the Cheer Board numbers 
jumped to over 300 recipient house-
holds. That number then dropped to 
276 last Christmas. This year, it’s back 
up to a little over 300 once again.

“The referrals came from schools 
and churches, and people referred 
themselves as well,” explained Schel-
lenberg.“It was our goal to ensure 
that every child received a toy.

“Our largest hamper has 11 people 
in the family,” she noted. “We had a 
lot of single [person] hampers too.”

Recipients received grocery gift 
cards and some non-perishable food 

items along with toys, books, and 
craft supplies for children.

While the numbers didn’t hit the 
heights the volunteer-run organiza-
tion had feared, donations in support 
of the campaign also didn’t set any 
records.

“[Monetary] donations are down 
this year, and toys were down as well, 
so we had to go purchase some toys ... 
that was unfortunate,” Schellenberg 
said. “We do take donations all year.”

Morden Cheer Board volunteers, including Morden Cheer Board volunteers, including 
members of the Morden Thunder hockey members of the Morden Thunder hockey 
team, were hard at work rounding up team, were hard at work rounding up 
hamper goodies for delivery last week.hamper goodies for delivery last week.
 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE

Continued on page 4
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In addition to community dona-
tions, the Cheer Board also works 
with Morden Co-op, Giant Tiger, 
Pharmasave, Morden Dollar Store, 
and Kroeker Farms (The Potato 
Store) to fi ll the hampers. This year 
the Pembina Hills Arts Council also 
took part, organizing an art supply 

donation drive.
“We’re just hoping that everybody 

will have a good Christmas, and we 
look forward to doing it again next 
year,” Schellenberg said. “Hopeful-
ly, our numbers will be down, but 
our goal is always to help everyone 
that needs it.”

 >  MORDEN CHRISTMAS CHEER, FROM PG. 3

GVC puts call out for donations, letters of support

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Garden Valley Collegiate intends to 
transform its barren front yard into a 
beautiful community green space, but 
they need some help to get it done.

The Winkler high school has put a 
call out for both donations and letters 
of support for the project, which will 
add a large picnic shelter, a paved 
path through the yard from Main St. 
to the high school, and several shade 
trees and benches.

“This project is intended to create a 
community space where people can 
gather,” says Marilyn Hart, grant 
chair for the GVC parent adviso-
ry council, which is heading up the 
project. “We want to make that front 
space welcoming and inviting for ev-
erybody and anybody who wants to 
connect with other people.”

Students, certainly, will be able to 
make good use of the space, but GVC 
also hopes it becomes a hub for the 
neighbourhood.

“We have a lot of businesses and 
apartments and houses just down 
the street, so we want this to be very 
inviting for everyone,” Hart says. 
“We’re envisioning so many people 
making use of that space in so many 
diff erent ways.”

The picnic shelter will have seating 
for about 30 people, which means it 
could be used as an outdoor class-
room during school hours and a pub-
lic gathering space the rest of the time.

The pathway through the heart of 
the space follows a well-trod path 
made by students and community 
members from Main St. to the high 
school, and will be lit by solar lights.

“It’s a natural walking path and so 
we’re just making it more accessi-
ble by making sure it’s cleared year-
round,” Hart says.

They also intend to plant sever-
al trees and install benches beneath 
them to create additional shaded seat-
ing areas around the yard.

All this work comes with a price tag 
of over $130,000. Whether it gets done 
all at once or in several phases will 
depend on community support.

Last week, GVC sent out a letter to 
families and area businesses announc-
ing they are applying for a Building 
Sustainable Communities Program 
grant for this project.

The program, funded by the Mani-
toba government, is a major source of 
funding for community undertakings 
like this, off ering up to 50 per cent of 
project costs to a maximum of $75,000.

GVC’s chances of receiving a siz-
able grant from this program go up if 
the school can show it has the com-
munity’s support, says 
parent advisory council 
chair Barb Heide.

“The grants rely heav-
ily on this being a com-
munity project, so we 
need community fi nan-
cial support,” she says, 
noting donations of any 
size are welcome. “They 
all add up.

“So we’re looking for 
that as well as then sup-
port letters that we can 
attach to our grant ap-
plication” outlining the impact this 
new greenspace will have on the com-
munity, Heide says.

GVC will be submitting its Building 

Sustainable Communities Program 
grant application early in the new 
year, so it needs those letters and do-

nations by Jan. 11.
To donate or voice 

your support, email 
Hart at mhartfam@
gmail.com, Heide at 
barbaraheide@gmail.
com, or GVC princi-
pal Carrie Friesen at 
carrie.friesen@gvsd.
ca.

Cheques can also 
be dropped off  or 
mailed to the high 
school. Make them 
payable to Garden 

Valley School Division. Tax receipts 
are available for donations of $20 or 
more.

 SUPPLIED IMAGE
An artist's rendering of what the proposed front yard revitalization project will 
look like at Garden Valley Collegiate.

Winkler high school hopes to transform 
front yard into a community green space

Our story last week on the upcom-
ing Maria and the Mennos sitcom not-
ed that local thespian Chuck Fefchak, 
who has been cast to play the father, 
has lived “in the Winkler area for 25 
years.”

While Fefchak has worked in Win-
kler for many years, he lives in Mor-
den.

We regret the error and any confu-
sion it may have caused.

Our mistake

“WE’RE ENVISIONING 
SO MANY PEOPLE 
MAKING USE OF 
THAT SPACE IN SO 
MANY DIFFERENT 
WAYS.”
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Extra Crispy Roast Turkey
1 Manitoba-Raised Turkey, fresh/thawed
to taste, salt and pepper
2 tbsp (30 ml) butter, softened
1 tbsp (15 ml) olive oil
1 ½ tsp (7.5 ml) ground sage
1 ½ tsp (7.5 ml) ground thyme
⅓ cup (80 ml) roughly chopped carrots
⅓ cup (80 ml) roughly chopped celery
⅓ cup (80 ml) roughly chopped onions

Remove bag & giblets, pat turkey dry then 
place on a rack over a tray to air chill for 
12-24 hours in the fridge. Air chilling dries 
the skin resulting in extra crispy skin. Rub 
butter on & under skin of chilled turkey. 
Season with oil & spices. Add veggies to 
cavity. Roast turkey at 350°F (175°C) until a 
meat thermometer reads 170°F (77°C) in the 
thigh away from any bones. Let turkey rest 
for 20 minutes then carve. Discard veggies.

 Weight
 6-8lbs (3-3.5kgs)
 8-10lbs (3.5-4.5kgs)
 10-12lbs (4.5-5.5kgs)
 12-16lbs (5.5-7kgs)
 16-20lbs (7-9kgs)
 20-24lbs (9-11kgs)

Stuffed
3-3¼ hrs
3¼-3½ hrs
3½-3¾ hrs
3¾-4 hrs
4¼-4¾ hrs
4¾-5½ hrs

Unstuffed
2½-2¾ hrs
2¾-3 hrs
3-3¼ hrs
3¼-3½ hrs
3¾-4½ hrs
4-5 hrs

ROASTING  TIMES  FOR  WHOLE  TURKEYS*

*Cooking times are approximate. Always use a thermometer to determine doneness.
*Roast a whole turkey at 350°F (175°C) & cook to an internal temperature of 170°F (77°C).
*Stuffing/dressing inside the cavity should reach 165°F (74°C).
*Allow the turkey to stand/rest for 20 minutes before carving.

Find more recipes and cooking tips at turkey.mb.ca

Happy Holidays from your 
Manitoba Turkey Producers!

Recipe Credit: Turkey Farmers of Canada

BTHC Fdn. 50/50 draw is next week
By Lorne Stelmach

Time is running out if you want to 
have a chance to win some money 
and support the regional hospital at 
the same time.

The 50/50 fundraising raffl  e of the 
Boundary Trails Health Centre Foun-
dation makes its big draw on Satur-
day, Dec. 31. The proceeds will be 
split between the BTHC and the win-
ning ticket holder.

The raffl  e has proven to be an in-
creasingly popular draw through its 
fi rst two years. The fi rst jackpot in 
2020 saw the winner take home over 
$19,000. Last year, two people shared 
a ticket and a $29,190 prize.

“We really want to smash last year’s 
record,” said foundation executive di-
rector Shannon Samatte-Folkett, who 
was confi dent they would do just 
that. Last week, the pot was already 

at $53,000. 
“Each year it’s gotten bigger and 

better," she said. “It’s great that mon-
ey goes back to support our hospital.”

The funds help the foundation in its 
continued support of BTHC’s pallia-
tive and spiritual care programs, on 
top of purchasing various pieces of 
medical equipment.

“It is a very important fundraiser for 
us,” Samatte-Folkett said. “This fund-
raising is super important, especially 
for things like the equipment needs of 
the hospital.

“And it’s a fun fundraiser. It’s al-
ways great to call people to let them 
know they’ve won. I get to call some-
one and make their day ... it’s a win-
win.”

To get your ticket, head online to  
bthcf5050.ca, call 204-331-8808, or 
stop in at the foundation offi  ce at 
BTHC.

Morden youth wins 
provincial contest
By Lorne Stelmach

For the third time in recent years, a 
lucky Morden youth has won the top 
prize provincially in a contest con-
nected to Fire Prevention Week.

Every year, the Manitoba Firefi ght-
ers’ Burn Fund, Manitoba Association 
of Fire Chiefs, Province of Manitoba 
and the Offi  ce of the Fire Commis-
sioner host a home fi re escape plan 
contest for all Kindergarten to Grade 
4 students.

Morden Fire and Rescue public ed-
ucation offi  cer Jonathan Baumgart 
and Chief Andy Thiessen recently 
presented the award to Kindergartner 
John Dyckson, who received a $200 
gift card to Toys R Us and fi re preven-
tion materials for his classroom.

Thiessen noted the City of Morden 
submitted 124 contest entries, which 
accounted for over 25 per cent of all 
the entries submitted in Manitoba, 
so he joked it defi nitely gives them 
bragging rights over other fi re depart-
ments.

“It’s great that our community is tak-
ing note of it and getting so involved, 

but I gave it to the rest of the guys in 
the province,” he said.

The chief said it is all due to the in-
terest from staff  at Maple Leaf School 
and Minnewasta School for allowing 
them to visit and share their fi re pre-
vention message and encourage stu-
dents to participate.

“It’s defi nitely because of the inter-
est we get from the schools here. If the 
teachers don’t promote it, that’s as far 
as it goes,” Thiessen said. “They are 
doing that here, and we’ve had some 
great success with it.”

Most important though of course is 
getting their message out about being 
prepared.

“It’s nice to be able to reward a kid 
for doing the extra work ... but the 
biggest takeaway from this is that 
people are thinking about how to be 
safe at home. It’s in their mind to be 
safe and cautious. That’s our goal,” 
said Thiessen. “We’ve been using this 
tool for a long time ... and perhaps if 
we bug the kids enough, maybe they 
will then bug their parents about it.”

 MORDEN FIRE DEPARTMENT PHOTO
Morden Fire Department public education offi  cer Jonathan Baumgart (left) and 
Chief Andy Thiessen with John Dyckson, whose home fi re escape plan won a 
provincial contest this fall.
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All columns and letters published on our Get Heard pages are the personal opinions of the submitting writers. They are not objective 
news articles, nor are they necessarily the viewpoint of the Voice.

The Voice is published Thursdays and 
distributed as a free publication to 21,141 
households. Republishing in whole or in 
part without permission is prohibited.  
Printed in Canada by Prolifi c Printing. The 
Voice received fi nancial support from the 
Government of Canada in 2021.
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GET IN TOUCH WITH US

I
t is Christmas Eve and I am 
a sound asleep fi ve-year-
old. 

You had to get to bed early in 
case Santa Claus came before 

you were ready. Everybody knew if 
he caught you awake there go all the 
gifts you were going to get.

Suddenly a sound on the roof as if ... 
well, you know. Whatever it was im-
mediately woke me up. I didn’t move 
a muscle but my eyes were as wide 
as frying pans. I listened so carefully 
I could almost imagine muscles in my 
ears fl exing with the eff ort.

Quiet. A silent 
night. Then as I 
was about to re-
lax another sound 
again ... this time 
out in the living 
room somewhere 
as if things were 
being jostled and 
moved around. 

Clearly Santa had 
arrived and I was fortunate enough 
to have heard it. I resisted the temp-
tation to sneak to the bedroom door 
and try and catch a glimpse. The last 
thing I wanted to be responsible for 
was ruining Christmas for everyone. 
Santa was notoriously sensitive to the 
sound of children creeping about and 
could fl ee in the blink of an eye. 

No—I simply laid in bed and fo-
cused as hard as I could, trying to 
imagine the big guy wandering 
around the tiny living room placing 
gifts. I wondered how he’d gotten in – 
we never had a chimney and I didn’t 
hear the front door. Magic obviously. 

With these thoughts fl oating about 
in my head I never noticed when I fell 
asleep again and awoke to the shov-
ing of my sister telling me to get up. 

My very real Santa Claus

The newspaper is supported solely by 
advertising dollars. If you enjoy the paper 
and would like to see it grow and prosper, 
visit any of the advertisers and businesses 
in our rural communities. Keep your dollars 
working at home and shop local.

Our commitment to you: we want to help 
build stronger communities through articles 
that both inform and entertain you about 
what’s going on throughout the Pembina 
Valley. This is your community newspaper—
let us know what you want to see in it.
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By Peter 
Cantelon

The Voice welcomes letters from 
readers on local and regional issues 
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are less likely 
to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful. 

The Voice reserves the right to edit, 
condense, or reject any submission.

Please include your full name, ad-
dress, and phone number for ver-
ifi cation purposes. Your name and 
city will be published with your 
letter. We do not print anonymous 
letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at                                                            
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Letter policy

It had to be almost 7 a.m.—so late al-
ready. 

I leapt from bed and in my pajamas 
followed my sister to the living room. 
Wondrous! There were so many 
wrapped presents under the tree. We 
carefully inspected each them, lifting, 
gauging the weight (the heaviest were 
clearly the best) and ensuring neither 
of us had been cursed with socks or 
underwear. Honestly, any kind of 
clothing was a rip off . 

Everything felt appropriately amaz-
ing. Santa had most certainly received 
the letters Mum had us write and had 
mailed. 

After a few minutes we went and 
dragged Mum from bed. She man-
aged to groggily follow us to the tree 
and declare in mock surprise that 
Santa had obviously thought we were 
both good. Mum, in her pajamas and 
fuzzy slippers with crazy hair, would 
then make a coff ee, light a cigarette 
and proceed to hand out gifts. Most 
were from Santa, but here and there 
were a few from Mum.

Over the years the number of gifts 
from Santa reduced while the num-
ber of gifts from Mum increased. No 
questions were ever asked. It was a 
natural progression that came with 
age and maturity. But even on those 

last Christmases together during uni-
versity there was always still a gift or 
two “From Santa”  in cursive suspi-
ciously like Mum’s.

We believed in Santa Claus with all 
of our hearts. When we went down-
stairs Christmas mornings there was 
the proof: the empty glass and plate 
that had once held milk and cookies 
(and the occasional beer, as our Santa 
was a down to earth, blue collar kind 
of guy). Even the carrots we left out 
for the reindeer and been dutifully 
nibbled. 

C.S. Lewis once wrote that allowing 
children to be immersed in fantasy 
and fairy tale prepares their minds to 
accept mystery and the unknown or 
unknowable as they grew. He felt it 
was healthy and necessary and bene-
fi cial to those who continued in a life 
of faith as adults.

Christmas holds many precious 
memories for me both from my child-
hood and as a father who worked 
hard to preserve the mystery of Santa 
in his my own children’s lives. I am 
thankful that there were no dour old 
adults arrogant or misguided enough 
to attempt to dispel the belief I held as 
a child and naturally grew out of. 



M
om, do I really 
have to go to the 
Christmas gath-
ering?”

“No, but if you 
don’t, you’ll have to sit here for hours 
while I tell you about the ones I used 
to go to when I was a kid.”

“I’ll get my jacket.”
Loaded with casserole dishes and 

Tupperware, I fol-
low him to the car. 
My mind wanders 
back to my own 
days of yore. I see 
my mother, young 
and—with seven 
children—under-
standably stressed-
out, hauling bags 
and containers 
of her best baked 
goods and casseroles to the trunk. She 
was about to face the harshest food 
critics in the world: relatives.

I see myself, sad to leave my new 
toys behind, but excited to play with 
my cousins again. I couldn’t wait to 
brag about my new doll. I couldn’t 
wait to whisper about my latest crush. 
I couldn’t wait to sample all that rich 
food.

And boy of boy, was there food! 

What do you get when you throw a 
dozen or so competitive Mennonite 
women into a kitchen? You get 15 
diff erent kinds of squares and cook-
ies, salads with ingredients not even 
found in nature, pastries that would 
put all of France to shame, and so 
much Jell-O the room jiggles.

My cousins and I steered clear of 
the kitchen during those festive days. 
The women were preparing a meal, 
and there was no space in there for 
kids. There was an invisible line in 
the doorway. If perchance one of us 
hapless fools did wander in for a glass 
of water or to tattle on somebody, the 
rest of us would pause in silent prayer.

The unsuspecting victim would en-
ter the kitchen to fi nd it packed with 
aproned ladies of all shapes and siz-
es, engaged in a strange kind of bal-
let, swirling around each other with 
platters and bowls heaped with food. 
He would clear his throat, and the 
vacuum created by the abrupt halt to 
the gossip and chatter would literally 
ruffl  e his hair. Like Moses descending 
Mount Ararat, he would return to our 
group ... changed. We didn’t ask. He 
didn’t tell.

Those were the days when chil-
dren were seen, but not heard. If you 
don’t believe in ghosts, you’ve nev-
er attended an old-fashioned family 
gathering. We’d play as quietly as we 
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Here we come a'gathering

By Lori 
Penner

• DON'T MIND THE MESS

I would not trade those memories 
for anything. Santa was as real as 
Mum and my sister. As real as me. 
There was nothing but pure joy, 
excitement and anticipation in the 
certain knowledge he would visit. 

Let me end with a secret.
Even now, all these years later, 

this sometimes crotchety colum-
nist, should he hear a noise in the 
night on Christmas Eve, would 
most defi nitely and quietly rise out 
of bed pretending to go to the bath-
room in order to sneak a peek and 
listen attentively. 

Just in case. 

 >  CANTELON, FROM PG. 6

could, but inevitably, the giggling and 
scampering in the attic of my grand-
parent’s tiny farmhouse would get 
out of control and we’d all be ban-
ished outdoors. The only noises my 
grandfather tolerated were church 
hymns and tractor engines.

Clothing manufacturers in the 1970s 
had clearly never heard of Canada. 
In our painfully inadequate winter 
wear, we’d spend hours in minus 30 
temperatures, sliding down enor-
mous hills of snow, romping through 
the pasture hunting for rabbit tracks, 
and daring each other to skate across 
the frozen pond. We were a tougher 
breed back then. We didn’t even no-
tice the cold until the frostbite made it 
hard to walk.

When it was time to go, our par-
ents would collect our stuff , and 
we’d stand in the entrance for about 
an hour, sweating profusely in our 

parkas, while they said their endless 
goodbyes. Tired and bloated, I’ve 
never slept as soundly as I did in the 
backseat of the car on the way home 
from those gatherings.

Most of the older faces from those 
days are planning gatherings in 
Heaven now, which makes these rec-
ollections even more precious.

I’d give anything to go back to those 
long ago days, when all the aunties 
and uncles were still so young, and 
Christmas preparations weren’t my 
responsibility or expense. When all 
we had to do was show up, unwrap 
gifts, and eat.  

Never diminish the importance of 
these get-togethers. They tie genera-
tions together like Krazy Glue. They 
perpetuate memories, beliefs, and tra-
ditions. And they’ve kept the Jell-O 
company in business since 1893.

Two woman arrested in Winkler stabbing
By Voice staff 

Two woman are facing a litany of 
charges in connection with a violent 
assault that took place in Winkler last 
week.

On Dec. 12th, at approximately 
11:30 p.m., Winkler offi  cers were dis-
patched to a report of a stabbing at a 
residence in the 100 block of 3rd Street 
South. 

The victim, a 66-year-old man, told 
police that two female acquaintances 
(known to him only by the fi ctitious 

names they had provided previous-
ly) had broken into his home and de-
manded money and a ride to another 
location.

When  he told the suspects to leave, 
one of them began pouring gasoline 
on the fl oors and walls of the resi-
dence while asking the second sus-
pect for a lighter.  

The suspects then physically at-
tacked the victim, threatening to 
kill him while assaulting him with a 
weapon.  

The man was forced to give the sus-

pects a ride, during which they con-
tinued to physically assault him, stab-
bing him several times in the upper 
body.

After dropping the suspects off  at 
their requested destination, the victim 
returned home and phoned police.  

He was taken to Boundary Trails 
Health Centre and treated for his in-
juries.

Police were able to identify and 
track down the two suspects. Both 
were placed under arrest the next day, 
Dec. 13.

A 38-year-old Winkler woman and a 
17-year-old woman from the Roseau 
River First Nation have been charged 
with break and enter to commit rob-
bery, assault, aggravated assault, 
forcible confi nement, and possessing 
a weapon for a dangerous purpose.

The 38-year-old was also charged 
with failing to comply with the condi-
tions of an undertaking.  

Both were remanded in custody to 
appear in Winnipeg Provincial Court 
on Dec. 15.

By Voice staff 

A Winnipeg man is facing charges 
after the stolen vehicle he was driving 
hit the ditch in the RM of Stanley last 
week.

Morden RCMP were called to the 
scene on Road 36W just north of High-

way 3 on Tuesday, Dec. 13 around 7 
a.m.

Two passersby had stopped to help 
the driver of a vehicle that had gone 
off  the road. They called police after 
noticing the vehicle appeared to be 
stolen, as it didn’t have licence plates 

and the dashboard was damaged.
Upon arriving on the scene, police 

found the driver had two outstand-
ing warrants, one from Saskatchewan 
and one from Ontario. The man was 
arrested.

Further investigation found the ve-

hicle had been stolen from Winnipeg 
overnight.

The 45-year-old Winnipeger has 
been charged with possession of 
property obtained by crime and two 
counts of failing to comply. 

Police arrest Winnipeg man found with stolen vehicle
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Pine Ridge kids raise funds for Winkler Cheer
By Ashleigh Viveiros

A class of Gr. 2/3 students at Pine 
Ridge School put together a gift for 
the  Winkler and District Christmas 
Cheer Board this week.

On Monday and Tuesday, teacher 
Darlene Derksen’s class hosted a ga-
rage sale in their classroom, inviting 
the school’s K-4 classes to stop by and 
do some last-minute holiday shop-
ping.

“We are raising money for the Cheer 
Board,” said student Carter Friesen, 
who explained everyone brought un-
wanted items from home to fi ll the 
tables with everything from toys to 
books to home decor. There was also 
a raffl  e prize table with high-value 
goodies donated by local businesses 
and individuals.

The sale was doing brisk business 
Monday morning.

“We have over $40 already,” ex-
claimed student Fenton Nickel. 
Friesen chimed in that they hoped to 
raise $1,000.

Final numbers were not available at 
press time, but Derksen noted a simi-
lar sale she helped organize with her 
class at Winkler Elementary School a 
few years back brought in over $600.

It’s a real exercise in teamwork, she 
refl ected.

“They all brought in toys they don’t 
play with anymore and they asked 
their grandparents for help and their 
siblings and parents, too,” she said. 

“It’s been a great learning experience 

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Teacher Darlene Derksen's Gr. 2/3 class at Pine Ridge School organized a Christmas garage sale in support of the Winkler 
and District Christmas Cheer Board this week. Cheer Board rep Becky Loewen (back row, second from left) says it's great 
to see young kids learn about the importance of giving back to their community.

all around,” Derksen added. “They’ve 
learned to price, to sort. We’ve talked 
about how to be a greeter at the door, 
how to give change. And they were so 
excited about setting this all up and 
inviting people here.”

The sale certainly got a big thumbs 
up from the kids.

“It’s awesome, because we get to 
help people,” said Friesen.

“And we get to count all the money,” 
added classmate Marsel Kuchkachov. 

“[I like] that we can raise money 

for the Winkler Cheer Board and we 
can help our community and help the 
poor families in Winkler that don’t 
have as much stuff ,” noted Sawyer 
Friesen.

Leftover garage sale items were go-
ing to be donated to the Adult & Teen 
Challenge Super Thrift store in Win-
kler as another way of giving back.

Winkler Cheer Board rep Becky Loe-
wen popped by Monday to thank the 
students for their hard work.

“This is amazing. You can’t teach 

kids young enough what it is to be 
helpful in the community,” she said. 
“This is really cool to see.”

The Cheer Board met its $100,000 
fundraising goal for this year, though 
they ended up packing more hampers 
than expected (423 in all), creating a 
bit of a shortfall between the dona-
tions that came in and the actual cam-
paign costs for 2022. 

You can still donate online at win-
klercheerboard.com

Winkler Family Resource Centre hosting New Year's Eve bash
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Family Resource Centre 
is hosting a New Year’s Eve bash for 
our community’s youngest members.

WFRC’s Family New Year’s Eve 
Party takes place at the centre (located 
in the Emmanuel Mennonite Church 
at 750 15th St.) on Saturday, Dec. 31 
from 6-7:30 p.m.

The evening will include snacks, 
door prizes, special New Year’s Eve 
crafts, carnival games, and other fun 
activities.

“We’ll get them running around 
and using up all their energy,” says 

executive director Sarah Peters with 
a chuckle, noting it’s a great way to 
ring in 2023 a few hours early with 
the kids so Mom and Dad can enjoy 
the rest of the night while their tuck-
ered-out tots are in bed.

The activities are aimed at 
pre-schoolers, though older siblings 
are certainly welcome to attend as 
well.

The night will wrap up with a bal-
loon drop at 7:30 p.m.

Admission is $25 per family. Tickets 
must be booked in advance via email 
to winklerfrc@gmail.com or by call-

ing 204-332-9418.

PROGRAMS STARTING UP IN NEW 
YEAR

The centre kicks off  2023 with a host 
of free early childhood programming 
in January and February.

The schedule includes sessions of 
Wiggle, Giggle, and Munch; Mindful 
Munchkins; Shake, Rattle, and Roll; 
Mother Goose Kit and Kaboodle; 123 
Bake With Me; and Winter Number 
Train. 

These programs focus on literacy 

and learning, physical health, and in-
teractive playtime and are aimed at 
pre-schoolers. Sessions take place in 
Winkler, Morden, and Plum Coulee.

Registration for these sessions 
opened Dec. 12. There are still spaces 
available in some of them. For full de-
tails, head to www.winklerfamilyre-
sourcecentre.com. 

There are also weekly Stay and Play 
drop-in sessions in both Winkler (Fri-
days from 9 a.m to noon at the Em-
manuel Mennonite Church) and Mor-
den (Thursdays from 9 a.m. to noon 
in the Morden Alliance Church).

Check out the Voice online at www.winklermordenvoice.ca or altonavoice.ca
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Delegation appeals to SCRL member municipalities for action

By Lorne Stelmach

Residents aiming to have books they deem as por-
nographic removed from local libraries are taking 
their fi ght to the seven municipalities that fund the 
South Central Regional Library.

A presentation to Winkler city council at its meet-
ing last Tuesday was one of a series of delegations 
appearing before municipal councils to voice their 
concerns.

“This is not about a book complaint.  This is not 
about censorship. This is about accountability,” said 
David Wall on behalf of the delegation in an emailed 
statement to the Voice after the meeting.

“Our councils have the right to make robust by-
laws that protect our children. If our libraries are 
going to double down on keeping materials that are 
in confl ict with the Criminal Code of Canada, then 
this delegation is asking that our City of Winkler tax 
dollars be removed from the South Central Regional 
Library.”

The issue fi rst arose earlier this fall when a delega-
tion appeared before the library board asking that 
three books be removed from the SCRL collection. 

In a subsequent review of the books in question, 
the board deteremined they were in line with the li-
brary’s collection development policy, and so they 
would be kept on the shelves.

One of the books—It’s Perfectly Normal: Changing 
Bodies, Growing Up, Sex, Gender and Sexual Health 
by Robie Harris—was moved from the juvenile to 
the young adult section. Sex is a Funny Word: A Book 
About Bodies, Feelings and You as well as What Makes 
A Baby, which are both by Cory Silverberg, remains 
in the juvenile non-fi ction section.

The delegation had raised concerns the books were 
readily available in the children’s non-fi ction section 
despite containing what they say is sexually explicit 

content, including some in-depth detail and illustra-
tions which they suggested qualifi ed as being por-
nographic.

In his presentation to Winkler city council, Wall 
addressed issues around not only pornography and 
child abuse but also accountability and governance 
in the context of what is covered in the criminal code.

He noted while a book may be catalogued by the 
publishers as sex instruction, he sees there being a 
key distinction here.

“Sex education focuses on basic anatomy and the 
biology of sex. These books however are instructing 
our children on how to commit various sexual acts,” 
he suggested.

He took council through a number of specifi c ex-
amples and images from the books and cited the 
portrayal of various sexual acts, such as boys and 
girls shown masturbating.

“This normalizes children masturbating while an-
other person is present in the room,” said Wall, who 
went on to note that the criminal code specifi cally 
addresses things like invitation to sexual touching.

“Is there enough information, enough instruction, 
on these pages to counsel children to perform these 
acts of sexual touching? There is indeed,” said Wall, 
who called some of the explicit examples and ideas 
presented as “deeply, deeply concerning.”

“Consider for a moment what position the library 
board has put themselves in by having and distrib-
uting this material,” said Wall, who emphasized 
how the criminal code also addresses distribution of 
child pornography. 

“The question we are asking is why would you, 
Winkler’s city council, continue to provide fund-
ing to the South Central Regional Library, if they’ve 
been made aware of and chosen to keep materials on 
the shelves that contain child pornography?”

“The authority of the library board and its duties 
are delegated not only under the Public Libraries 
Act but also under municipal bylaws and agree-
ments established between municipalities that are 
involved in the South Central Regional Library,” 
Wall reiterated in his email on behalf of the delega-
tion.

“The criminal code is clear that pornography is 
not only photographs but also as drawings or vi-
sual representations.  It also states that pornogra-
phy does not need to be an image to fi t the defi ni-
tion. It can be written material as well.  

“Likewise, the criminal code makes it clear that 
counseling children to perform acts of sexual 
touching is illegal.  Materials that fi t these descrip-

Town of Altona will not cut SCRL funding: mayor
By Voice staff 

The Town of Altona has issued a re-
sponse to the delegation requesting 
local municipalities stop funding the 
South Central Regional Library until 
it takes what they deem objectionable 
material off  the shelves.

The delegation has been making 
presentations to councils across the 
region in recent weeks, including to 
Winkler city council last week (see 
story above), the rural municipalities 
of Rhineland, Stanley, and Thompson 
the week before, and Altona town 
council a week earlier. 

It’s expected further presentations 
will be made to the Morden and RM 
of Thompson councils as well. These 
communities make up the seven 

which provide funding for the SCRL, 
which has branches in Winkler, Mor-
den, Altona, Miami, and Manitou.

In a statement issued Dec. 15, Altona 
Mayor Harv Schroeder said his com-
munity will not cease its funding to 
the library over this matter.

“The board, which we participate 
in, sets policies to direct its staff  in the 
operations of the libraries,” he said. 
“One example of policy is the Collec-
tion Development Policy, which pro-
vides guidelines for developing the 
collection and a review process that 
allows patrons to challenge a book’s 
suitability in the library.

“We understand that three books 
were challenged recently under this 
policy—the same books that were 

used as examples by the delegation 
who presented to us.”

The books in question are the sexual 
education books What Makes a Baby, 
Sex is a Funny Word, and It’s Perfectly 
Normal. A delegation appeared before 
the SCRL board in September calling 
for their removal from the library’s 
shelves.

Schroeder noted library staff  re-
viewed these books and consulted 
legal counsel, who “gave the opinion 
that the materials in question are ed-
ucational in nature, are legal and not 
pornographic, and do not violate the 
Criminal Code of Canada, as the chal-
lenge claimed.”

The statement goes on to stress the 
importance public libraries play in 

the community, not only by providing 
access to educational and recreational 
resources, but also as a space for so-
cial gatherings and connections. 

“The South Central Regional Library 
is an essential service in our commu-
nity, and we support our library board 
and staff , their knowledge and exper-
tise, and the decision they’ve made on 
this request,” Schroeder said. 

“While we recognize that the library 
may provide materials that do not 
appeal to each and every patron, it is 
important that all legal reading mate-
rials remain available so that each pa-
tron is free to make their own choice. 

“For these reasons, we do not sup-
port the delegation’s request to cease 
funding the library.”

Request funding be withheld 
unless "sexually explicit" 
books removed from shelves

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
David Wall made his case before Winkler city council 
last week. Similar delegations have already or are 
going to be presenting at the six other communities 
who support the South Central Regional Library 
with funding.

Continued on page 10
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tions, freely accessible to children, are 
in our local South Central Region-
al libraries, both online and on their 
shelves."

The delegation noted they have the 
support at least 1,000 area residents 
in their concerns, but a counter peti-
tion circulating online as of last week 
had also attracted more than 1,000 
residents signing on in support of the 
library’s decision to make these books 
available.

“I think it is plain and simple. If you 
don’t want these books, don’t look at 
them. If you don’t want your kids to 
see them, keep them away from that 
area. If it off ends you, close it and put 
it back. Keep moving. Go fi nd some-
thing else to read. It’s really simple, 
isn’t it?” stated petition creator Me-
gan Wall on its page on change.org.

“As a resident of one of these mu-

nicipalities and an avid user of this 
library system, I am appalled at the 
idea of funding being cut to these 
branches,” Wall further stated. “I do 
not agree with this group that they 
are pornographic or sex instruction. 
Clearly, they are books that are meant 
to be read with a parent and are for 
sexual education.  I understand that 
they might not be for everyone, but, 
I do see the benefi t of having them 
available.  

“These books are meant to educate 
our young people about their own 
bodies, covering a range of topics 
from puberty, gender, sexual desire , 
most importantly, consent.  

“It has been taught through the ages, 
that the more you educate young peo-
ple regarding these topics, the lesser 
the chances of them being sexually 
abused.  This kind of education re-
moves the shame from kids when it 
comes to discussing their bodies.” 

MUCH TO CONSIDER
Winkler Mayor Henry Siemens said 

the issue gives council much to con-
sider. 

“It was a highly emotionally charged 
conversation. It’s a very passionate 
group of people who care deeply ... 
and they made a number of diff erent 
points that certainly we’re going to 
consider and look into.

“A key piece for us in this was the 
appeal originally had been made to 
the library. A decision was made ... 
and that initial concern hadn’t been 
appealed once a decision was ren-
dered. The group here was fairly clear 
on that ... they felt because the appeal 
has to go to the same group that made 
the original decision, their concern 
was the decision would be no diff er-
ent, and there may be some validity 
to that,” he acknowledged.

“We’re going to do some addition-
al research and dive into some of the 
points that the group made here,” 
Siemens said. “We’re going to reach 
out to other councils in the area—
the seven who help fund the region-
al library—to have some discussion 
around it. We’re going to get together 
with the rest of the councils to have 
some thought.

“In all likelihood, they won’t get 
to present to the last of the councils 
until into the new year,” he added. “I 
wouldn’t expect there would be any 
kind of answer before the end of Jan-
uary.”

Meanwhile, Altona town council 
hosted a similar delegation earlier 
this month and last week issued a 
statement that they will not be cutting 
funding to the SCRL (see story on Pg. 
9).

“These books are meant to educate young people about their own bodies”
From Pg. 9

SERC reports on a busy year of emergency response
By Lorne Stelmach

The Southern Emergency Response 
Committee (SERC) certainly proved 
its worth in the past year.

That was a key takeaway as a re-
port to Winkler city council recently 
looked back at 2022 and highlighted 
a couple priorities for the year ahead.

“It’s one of the best investments that 
we make,” suggested Mayor Henry 
Siemens, who noted the value they 
get from the SERC budget of $57,800 
in 2022, which includes wages of 
$37,300.

“I think the budget, in and of itself, 
is a fairly small number in the grand 
scheme of our overall budget,” he 
said. “What’s important is the fact 
that we have, for a very reasonable 
cost, a committee that’s able to help 
us when these disasters come.”

The report highlighted what was 
a tumultuous spring in the Win-
kler-Morden-Stanley region, includ-
ing an April winter storm that saw 
SERC organize convoys from Win-
kler and Morden for Boundary Trails 
Health Centre staff .

The RM of Stanley then experienced 
severe overland fl ooding causing 
widespread damage to municipal 
roads, houses, and farmland. SERC 
coordinated the response with mu-
nicipal offi  cials and organized volun-
teers to make sandbags over several 
days. Flooding issues of course con-
tinued to be a challenge throughout 
spring in various spots in the munic-
ipality.

The failure of large culverts at the 
south end of Winkler resulted in a 
large amount of water backing up 
and threatening to breach the dike on 
south end of city. SERC responded to 
coordinate potential evacuations and 
established communication with pro-
vincial offi  cials until the situation was 
stabilized.

Morden also declared a local state of 
emergency April 30 due to signifi cant 
fl ooding that caused major damage to 
roads and bridges and several dozen 
residences. Emergency powers were 
used to restrict access to portions of 
the city that experiencing fl ooding. 

Flooding had not been a hazard an-
ticipated by SERC for these commu-
nities, the report noted, but it praised 
all three municipalities for being able 
to eff ectively respond to each of these 
events.

In the report, municipal emer-
gency co-ordinator Darin Driedger 
noted one lesson learned involved 
dealing with jurisdictional matters 
“between municipal-owned and 
provincial-owned infrastructure. 
While fl ooding occurred in munici-
pal boundaries, much of the signifi -
cant infrastructure such as roads and 
drains are owned and controlled by 
the provincial government. 

“This is something that municipal-
ities need to be aware of when re-
sponding to fl ooding,” he stressed.

Driedger also noted that changes to 
the SERC municipal emergency plan 
included addressing the area of deal-
ing with volunteer off ers of assistance 

 VOICE FILE PHOTO
The Southern Emergency Response Committee was activated to respond to 
fl ooding in Morden, Stanley, and Winkler this spring.

along with residents who request 
help. 

“SERC has created email accounts 
to receive these requests and trained 
several SERC volunteers on how to 
eff ectively match those willing to 
help with those who need this help,” 
he said. “This allows SERC to pro-
vide some control and deter residents 
from ‘self-dispatching’ themselves to 
aff ected areas, which can hinder fi rst 
responders and municipal offi  cials 
working at aff ected areas.”

Going forward, Driedger noted 
SERC anticipates completing a shel-
ter-based exercise scenario in the next 
few weeks. 

“This will allow SERC volunteers to 

regain skills that haven’t been used 
for several years due to the pandem-
ic restrictions ... part of the upcoming 
training exercise will be to validate 
that we have the right supplies re-
quired to set up a shelter.”

Siemens expressed his gratitude for 
the vital services provided by SERC.

“What I was most struck with was 
how many volunteers that organiza-
tion has that show up, and they plan 
scenarios and practice scenarios and 
are prepared when events happen,” 
he said. “They’re fully trained, they’re 
full prepared, and they’re fully ready 
to go. It’s a tremendous resource that 
we have in this area that we don’t al-
ways notice.”
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Morden Area Fdn. hands 
out $26,000 in grants
By Lorne Stelmach

The annual meeting of the Mor-
den Area Foundation last week also 
served as a Christmas party, so what 
better way to celebrate than by hand-
ing out some gifts.

Following the meeting, founda-
tion representatives presented over 
$26,000 in grants to a variety of com-
munity organizations.

“Handing out these grants is like a 
second Christmas for me ... it’s my fa-
vorite time of year,” said chairperson 
Allison Braun.

The largest grant of 
$9,000 went to Gene-
sis House to support 
the organization in 
setting up a kitchen 
for its transitional 
housing program.

It is a service that 
goes a long way in 
helping people be-
come successful after 
leaving an abusive 
relationship, said ex-
ecutive director Ang 
Braun, who added 
that some of their best work happens 
around the kitchen.

“It will be the bridge to a new life,” 
she said.

A grant of $7,775 was presented to 
the Many Hands Resource Centre for 
a new commercial refrigerator to sup-
port their food bank and meal pro-
grams.

The organization has made do with 
second hand fridges, but the need has 
increased dramatically, noted repre-
sentative Brenda Klassen.

“This has helped us grow our im-
pact in the community,” said Klassen, 
who sees the foundation’s support as 
helping them more eff ectively serve 

the community.
The Morden Multicultural Winter-

fest received $5,495 towards construc-
tion of an enclosed shelter at Lake 
Minnewasta.

Representative Shelly Voth not-
ed this is in support of their plan to 
change Winterfest this year to have 
fi ve diff erent pavilions downtown 
and a Canadian pavilion at the lake.

“We’re really excited ... we real-
ly wanted to have a place that was 
warm.”

Just over $1,600 was presented to 
the Pembina Hills Arts 
Council for a portable 
printing press.

“It’s a really versatile 
tool,” explained Tye 
Dandridge-Evancio, 
who said the fl exibility 
will help them expand 
their programming in 
the region. “It will allow 
us to extend our reach 
beyond the gallery.”

The South Central Re-
gional Library also re-
ceived $1,500 for a new 
storage shed, while 

$1,200 was presented to the Douglas 
Kuhl School of Music to provide for 
the use of a digital piano.

Braun said the foundation loves to 
be able to address a range of needs in 
the community through their grants.

“Being able to help these charities 
and these non-profi ts is important 
because we know they in turn help 
make our community a stronger and 
a better place to live, and that is what 
the foundation is all about," she said. 
“The recipients this year are all very 
well deserving. We try to put the 
money where we think it’s going to be 
the most useful in our community.”

 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Morden Area Foundation board members presented grants to numerous 
community organizations last week, including (clockwise from above) the Many 
Hands Resource Centre, the Pembina Threshermen's Museum, the Pembina Hills 
Arts Council, Morden Multicultural Winterfest, and Genesis House.

“HANDING OUT 
THESE GRANTS 
IS LIKE A SECOND 
CHRISTMAS FOR ME 
... IT’S MY FAVOURITE 
TIME OF THE YEAR.”
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By Lorne Stelmach

It has been a challenging time for 
the Morden Area Foundation, but it is 
emerging from the pandemic anxious 
for renewed growth.

Board members at the annual meet-
ing last Wednesday noted there had 
been some fi nancial impact from the 
pandemic taking a toll on the mar-
kets, but the foundation remains in a 
strong position overall.

“It was a challenging year, but we 
know from the past that the markets 
will come back, so we’re not too con-
cerned about it,” said chairperson Al-
lison Braun. “The foundation will be 
here forever. That principal amount 
will stay, and it will continue to grow, 
so we remain optimistic.”

In 2022, the foundation had reve-
nues of $221,547, which was down 
from $236,972 in 2021. Expenses were 
also down from $207,567 in 2021 to 
$180,417 this year.

The state of the investment market 
certainly had an impact, with net as-
sets overall that were at $4,332,608 in 
2021 but down to $3,937,137 for 2022. 
It includes the restricted assets of the 
main endowment funds at $3,884,990 
along with unrestricted assets of 
$52,147. 

Despite these challenges, Braun 
noted that the Morden Area Founda-
tion continues to receive strong sup-
port from the community, including 
$25,300 in donations during the Giv-
ing Challenge week last month.

“As far as the Giving Challenge, we 
were a little short of our goal from 
what we reached last year, but not a 
lot short considering,” she said. “And 
we understand that it has been diffi  -
cult for people. It’s been a rough cou-
ple of years.”

The foundation announced at the 
AGM that is has established four new 
endowment funds.

One is the Isaac and Dorothy Kro-
eker Memorial Fund, which has 
$19,469 and will award $750 to a de-
serving student pursuing higher ed-
ucation. Another is the Midge and 
Lorne Kyle Memorial Fund, which 
has $10,095 and will support a variety 
of community projects 

Also now in place through the sup-
port of Colleen Lyne and in memory 

Morden fdn. reports on challenging year, high hopes for the future
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The Morden Area Foundation board of directors held their AGM last week.

of Bill Lyne are funds established for 
the Pembina Threshermen’s Museum 
and the Morden Activity Centre.

With these new ones, the foundation 
now has 38 funds in all.

The largest of is for the Canadian 
Fossil Discovery Centre (currently at 
just over $1.5 million), followed by the 
general community fund ($813,585), 
and the support fund ($300,322).

Other signifi cant funds include the 
recreation and sport fund ($130,000), 
Power of the Purse fund ($121,000),  
Manitoba Baseball Hall of Fame fund 
($104,571), William and Colleen Lyne 
scholarship fund ($103,145), foun-
dation managed fund ($89,464), City 
of Morden fund ($77,171), and the 
CFDC heritage fund ($75,553).

Knowing the continuing impact of 
the foundation in the community is 
what keeps them going, concluded 
Braun.

“We’re moving ahead, and we’re 
looking forward to a good year next 
year, and we don’t have any con-
cerns,” she said. “The foundation is in 
a good position ... I think people be-
lieve in the Morden Area Foundation 
because they believe in their commu-
nity, and we’ll continue to be here for 
them.”

Kids chip in for charity

PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Students and staff  at Maple Leaf School in Morden enjoyed doing some shopping Monday 
as the Gr. 2 class of teacher Jennifer Stein hosted its annual garage sale. It not only 
provides a good learning experience for the students in organizing it but also supports 
worthy charities. This year the proceeds are going to the Morden Christmas Cheer Board 
and the Genesis House shelter for the victims of domestic violence. A fi nal tally was not 
available at press time, but the event has raised as much as $1,300 in past years.
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#Hike4Birds duo 
complete their trek
By Lorne Stelmach

They started out July 1, 2019 from 
Cape Spear Newfoundland on the 
Atlantic Coast and arrived at Point 
Zero in Victoria, British Columbia on 
the shores of the Pacifi c Ocean Nov. 
25, 2022.

In between, there were 556 days of 
hiking that covered over 13,700 km 
on the Trans Canada Trail network 
across 10 provinces, but it was less 
about their feat than it was for Dr. 
Sonya Richmond and Sean Morton 
to perhaps inspire others to follow in 
their footsteps.

“Our goal was just to reach out to 
people from diff erent backgrounds, 
age groups, physical abilities, gen-
ders, orientations and try to get 
them inspired to connect with nature 
through citizen science ... and also just 
to explore this amazing country for 
themselves,” Richmond said recently.

“That was a big motivation for doing 
this; just to try to get people to see the 
amazing things that are in our back-
yard ... all of us, no matter where you 
live, you’ve got something incredible 
in your backyard.”

Richmond until recently was a GIS 
analyst assisting in the development 
of provincial bird atlases for Bird 
Studies Canada and an ornithological 
researcher for the Canadian Wildlife 

Service.
In 2019, she left her job, sold her 

house, and donated her possessions 
to help her and Morton fund what 
they planned as a 28,000 km hike 
across Canada along the world’s lon-
gest pathway: the Trans Canada Trail.  

They are two of only a few people to 
have ever completed the main route 
of the Canada’s Great Trail on foot by 
hiking from the Atlantic to the Pacifi c 
unsupported.  

While few others have made this 
trek in its entirety, none have done so 
for a cause and with the primary pur-
pose of promoting diversity and ac-
cessibility outdoors while striving to 
get youth engaged with and connect-
ed to nature through citizen science.

Their daily distances varied from 
perhaps as little as 5 km to as much as 
60 km, especially on the open prairie. 
Their journey brought them through 
Morden in the summer of 2021.

“We had an incredibly positive re-
sponse from Morden and the sur-
rounding communities ... and we had 
some very good birding opportunities 
there as well,” recalled Richmond.

There are countless memories from 
the trip as a whole, she shared, from 
scaling cliff s on rope ladders to 
walking along coastal footpaths and 
spending evenings on the sides of 
crystal clear lakes to going days in 

remote wilderness without meeting 
anyone else.  

“We have seen whales and seals in 
the Atlantic Ocean, watched herds 
of caribou, encountered moose and 
deer on the trail, listened to coyotes 
call throughout the evenings in the 
prairies, had black bear encounters in 
almost every province 
and of course seen over 
400 species of birds.”

The pair extensively 
documented their trek, 
sharing photos and 
stories along the way 
to encourage others to 
explore Canada them-
selves one day.

Richmond empha-
sized their cause was to 
encourage Canadians 
to engage in citizen sci-
ence and campaign for 
bird conservation, the 
protection of important 
bird areas and the bore-
al forest as well as pro-
mote youth engagement.

While trekking, the Hike4Birds cam-
paign gave more than 150 free presen-
tations to school and nature groups, 
hiking clubs, conservation organiza-
tions, and at Parks Canada sites and 
communities across the country. 

“I think it’s quite likely the scope of 
our undertaking that attracted peo-
ple,” said Richmond. “This is a 28,000 
km long trail. Fewer people have done 
it than have gone to the moon. It’s just 
a ridiculous undertaking in a lot of 
ways, and I think that really helps to 
capture people’s imaginations.

“We had also chosen to connect with 

people through birds, which is some-
thing that is accessible to everyone. 
No matter where you live, who you 
are, if you leave your house, chances 
are you’re going to see or hear at least 
one bird,” she continued. “They’re 
free and fun to watch, and anyone can 
do it ... it’s a way of connecting with 

nature that resonates 
with a lot of people.”

It was all of those 
people met along the 
way who inspired 
them to carry on.

“The people have 
certainly been a 
huge highlight for 
us,” Richmond said. 
“There were so many 
random acts of kind-
ness and generosity 
from strangers and 
just words of encour-
agement from people 
we have met along 
the way. It’s been a 
huge part of what 

motivated us to keep going.”
Up next, sometime in 2023, the duo 

plan to venture on to the last major 
spur of the Trans Canada Trail, hik-
ing more than 4,000 km north to the 
Arctic from Fort Saskatchewan, AB. to 
Tuktoyaktuk, NT.

“This country is so vast and so di-
verse,” said Richmond. “It’s amazing, 
and hopefully our hike has show-
cased some of the wildlife and nature 
and incredible landscapes we have in 
Canada.”

You can learn more about their trek 
online at www.comewalkwithus.on-
line

 VOICE FILE PHOTO
Sonya Richmond and Sean Morton have completed their hike along the Trans 
Canada Trail, which included a stop in Morden last year.

 WWW.COMEWALKWITHUS.ONLINE 

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

“THE PEOPLE HAVE 
CERTAINLY BEEN A 
HUGE HIGHLIGHT FOR 
US. THERE WERE 
SO MANY RANDOM 
ACTS OF KINDNESS 
AND GENEROSITY 
FROM STRANGERS ...”
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To donate 

this year:

Last year your donations made it possible 

for us to support 20+ local non-profit agencies 

servicing the Pembina Valley.

ONLINE BY CREDIT CARD
www.unitedwaypembinavalley.ca
MAIL A CHEQUE
United Way Pembina Valley, P.O. Box 758, Morden, MB  R6M 1A7
IN PERSON
Drop off your donation at any local Access Credit Union Branch.

1

2

3

There was festive fun Sunday evening at the Access 
Event Centre with the Jingle & Mingle event. The 
evening included the announcement of the tree 
decorating contest, with Tye Dandridge-Evancio 
(below), programs and outreach co-ordinator of 
the Pembina Hills Arts Council, presenting the prize 
to the group that included Sheila Barnuevo along 
with Rowena Orpiano, Jo April Umandal, and Charito 
Soriano. There was also music by The Seven Pines  
band, a photobooth, board games, a craft corner, 
snacks from Winkler-Morden Co-op, hot chocolate 
from Giant Tiger as well as a cash bar. Donations 
were also accepted for Morden Christmas Cheer. 
The main sponsor for the event was Valley Fiber.

Jingling and 
mingling

 SUBMITTED 
PHOTOS 

BY LILI KRUSHEL 

Do you have a suggestion 
for our news team?

Is there someone you would 
like to see recognized in the 

newspaper for their 
accomplishments - athletic, 

academic or 
community service.

What’s                 story?  
Call 204-325-6888

Email 
news@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Light Up the Season winnersLight Up the Season winners
The City of Winkler announced the winners from its Light Up 
the Season holiday decorating contest last week. There were 
19 entries throughout the city this year. Taking home prize 
packages fi lled with goodies and gift cards to local businesses 
were (clockwise from right) 40 Bonneville Bay in fi rst place, 87 
Stingray Bay in second, and 362 8th St. in third place. A full map 
of entries is available at lightuptheseason.ca 
 PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE

Bivalent booster for kids age 5-11 now available
By Voice staff 

A bivalent booster vaccine has been 
approved for kids age 5-11.

Manitoba Health announced doses 
of the vaccine were arriving last week 
and were expected to be available 
across the province this week.

Children in this age group had pre-
viously only been eligible for a boost-
er dose with the monovalent (origi-
nal) Pfi zer pediatric vaccine.

The bivalent vaccine has been de-
veloped to provide protection against 
two strains of COVID-19: the original 
strain of the virus and the omicron 
variant. 

Public health recommends people 
who are due for a booster should get 
the bivalent vaccine. Children aged 
fi ve to 11 who previously received 
a booster dose with the monovalent 
(original) vaccine do not need to re-
ceive a second booster with the biva-

lent vaccine. 
Parents and caregivers of children 

in this age group who would like 
to make an appointment for a biva-
lent booster dose can do so by using 
the online booking tool (protectmb.
ca) or by contacting the vaccine call 
centre at (toll-free) 1-844-626-8222 

(1-844-MAN-VACC). Medical clinics 
and pharmacies can also be contacted 
directly for appointments.

As of Dec. 6, more than 208,400 dos-
es of bivalent vaccine have been ad-
ministered in Manitoba and entered 
in the provincial immunization reg-
istry.

Cash is King winners crowned
Three lucky winners had their names selected this month in the annual Elks 
Lodge Cash Is King 50/50 raff le. Below: Club rep Gary Graboweski congratulates 
fi rst-place winner Ray Kirk, who received $10,000. Howard Pauls and Dave Wieler 

won the second 
and third-place 
prizes of $3,000 
and $2,000, 
respectively. This 
was the 10th year 
of having the 
lottery, which is a 
major fundraiser 
for the service 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . 
The proceeds of 
$15,000 will go 
towards upgrades 
to Morden Elks 
Park.

SUBMITTED 
PHOTO
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GVE gives Neubergthal Heritage Fdn. an early Christmas gift
Joe Braun, co-chair of Neubergthal Heritage Foundation (NHF), found a present to NHF from Green Valley 
Equipment (GVE) under their Christmas tree recently. The company gifted them with $2,000, which 

Light Up Altona contest winners announced
By Lori Penner

Several Altona homeowners got into 
the spirit of the season this year by 
not only decking their halls but light-
ing up their properties as well.

Five residences and one business 
will benefi t from all this yuletide cre-
ativity by winning prizes in the Light 
Up Altona contest, sponsored by the 
Town of Altona Recreation Depart-
ment.

Altona & District Chamber Bucks 
will be awarded to Gord and Val 
Sawatzky, Wes and Quinn Hildeb-
rand, Chris Sumner and Candace 
Derksen, Brad and Erica Blair-Dueck, 
Leonard and Katie Hildebrand, and 
Friesens’s Corporation.

“We had advertised the promotion 
and we reached out to all the people 
who registered in the past two holi-
day seasons, and we just weren’t get-
ting a lot of responses,” says Brittany 
Winkler of the Rec. Dept. “So unfor-
tunately, we will not be producing a 
Christmas Light tour map this year.”

Winkler says while they had hoped 
for more responses, they knew there 
were still a lot more residents who 
took the time and eff ort to spread joy 
by decorating their properties.

“And that’s fantastic. Kudos to ev-
eryone who decorated their proper-
ties. It’s always a treat to drive around 
and enjoy everyone’s decorations and 
we hope that people in town take the 
time to enjoy the various Christmas 

light displays.”
Dressing up their Altona property 

for the Christmas season was an abso-
lute must for Gord and Val Sawatzky. 
The couple recently moved from their 
country home near Rosenfeld to the 
new development on Lynnwood Bay, 
in the northeast corner of town. Their 
country yard was well-known for its 
“Clark Griswold” style of decorating, 
and they weren’t about to give that 
up when they moved to town.

“We just wanted to keep up the tra-
dition of what we were doing out 
there,” Gord says. “We had a much 
larger yard to work with out in the 
country, so we basically created the 

 SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Gord and Val Sawatzky went all-out 
when it came to decorating their 
Lynnwood Bay property for the Light 
Up Altona contest.

NHF reps say will be used to 
support their Klippenstein 
House Project. The heritage 
site is currently working 
to renovate the interior 
of The Commons Barn 
(Eddie Schmidt Barn), which 
includes the installation 
of a commercial kitchen. 
“We have really enjoyed 
hosting GVE events at the 
Commons Barn,” noted GVE 
Altona branch manager 
Mark Krahn. “It off ers a nice 
rustic yet modern venue 
plus lots of space outside 
for machinery displays. GVE 
continues to support them 
as a part of our year-end 
giving.”

SUPPLIED PHOTO

condensed version here in town. 
We’ve got lights up in the trees and 
on the house, and I put a sound sys-
tem in the shed in the back, so I’m 
playing Christmas music all day long. 
When passing through, you can hear 

the music from either side of the yard. 
“Hopefully it brings some of that 

Christmas spirit to whoever walks by 
in the neighborhood ... so far, I think 
people are enjoying it.”



December 23 - 31 | Rain checks not available on all items | Limited Quantities

coopathome.ca
204-325-8777DOWNTOWN WINKLER

Create your own cozy corner with this warm 
wrapped in plush chenille fabric sectional. 

SALE $1699REG. $2580

SECTIONAL
Model: 4130334/349/376

Take comfort in this fabulous faux leather 
sectional. Jumbo stitching and clean line 
give you the look you are after. Available 

in Smoke or Chestnut 

This mattress will bring all the support and 
comfort you need to get a good night sleep. 

Available in Soft or Medium 

SALE $1299

SALE $644

REG. $1910

REG. $1288

SECTIONAL
Model: 9400

SEALY QUEEN MATTRESS
Model: RMHC #2

SALE $399REG. $680

RECLINER
Model: 1030125/225

This cool leather look recliner with gentle 
rocking motion is a bestseller for a good 

reason. Available in Brown or Saddle 

SALE $399REG. $899

SEALY TWIN MATTRESS
Model: CAMELIA

Perfect mattress for any guest room 
or young adult 

SALE $490

SALE $299

REG. $700

REG. $400

QUEEN BEDFRAME
Model: B221

TWIN BEDFRAME
Model: B280-671

Clean lines and modern charm blend with 
its driftwood smokey finish. Mattress and 

foundation sold separately

Matte black metal frame bed is perfect for 
your modern farmhouse cottage escape. 
Mattress and foundation sold seperately

SAVE
50%

REG $4700
SALE $3000*SOFA, LOVESEAT, OVERSIZED CHAIR, 

ACCENT CHAIR & OTTOMAN

1 2

REG $1350
SALE $899SOFA REG $1220

$799LOVESEAT
1 23

4
REG $1010
SALE $650CHAIR REG $480

SALE $300OTTOMAN
3 4

5
REG $640
SALE $400ACCENT CHAIR

5

*When purchased as a complete set (items can also be purchased individually at the prices stated above).
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December 22 – 29 | Rain checks not available on all items | Limited Quantities

coopathome.ca
204-325-8777DOWNTOWN WINKLER

65”

55”55”

65”

LG 55-inch UHD 4K Smart TV features a5 Gen5 AI Processor 4K, Active HDR 
(HDR10, HLG), 60Hz

Sony 55-inch 4K HDR Smart TV. Intelligent TV processing 
technology powered by 4K HDR Processor X1™ that delivers 
picture quality full of rich colors and detailed contrast. 120Hz.

LG 55-inch OLED 4K Ultra HD Smart TV. Made for movie buffs, gamers and 
sports fanatics, our most popular OLED in our premium lineup of TVs has 
gotten even more impressive with brighter colors, a new, more advanced 
processor and sleeker, slimmer bezel

Blu-ray disc player with streaming services and built-in Wi-Fi

LG 3.1.2-Channel Sound Bar with Dolby Atmos / DTS:X

Model: 55UQ7590

Model: KD55X85K

Model: OLED65C2

Model: BP350

Model: S75Q

REG. $799

SALE $7999

SALE $2199

SALE $499

REG. $2599

REG. $1299

REG. $10999

SALE $649

SALE $999

REG. $799

Segway Ninebot G30P MAX Adult Electric Scooter 
(350W Motor/ 65km Range / 30km/h Top Speed) 
- Dark Grey

Segway Ninebot KickScooter F40 Electric Scooter 
(40km Range / 30km/h Top Speed) 
- Dark Grey

Model: G30PMax Model: F40

SALE $999 SALE $899REG. $1269 REG. $1099

86”  $1799
42”  $1399 / 48”  $1499 / 77”  $3799

55” 75”

Sony 75-inch 4K HDR Full Array 120 Hz LED TV with smart 
Google TV. Intelligent TV processing technology with Cognitive 
Processor XR that delivers natural and realistic picture quality.

Model: XR75X90K

SALE $1999REG. $2599

65”  $1399 /  85”  $279965”  $1199

Sony 65” X75K 4K Ultra HD High Dynamic Range (HDR) 
Smart LED TV (Google TV)

Model: KD65X75KREG. $979
65”SALE $699

Pit Boss Sportsman 820 Wood Pellet Grill Pit Boss Pellet Grill

Model: PB820SP Model: PB700FB

SALE $749 SALE $649REG. $1049 REG. $799

ALL 30 & 40 lb.
bags of wood pellets
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coopathome.ca
204-325-8777DOWNTOWN WINKLER

Wireless subwoofer is included so you can enjoy deep bass right out of the box
Expansive, wide-range audio that comes from all directions.

3.1.2ch Soundbar w/ Dolby Atmos / DTS:X

MANY MORE MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM IN STOCK AND ON SALE!

Samsung Q80B QLED 4K Smart TV features Dolby Atmos®, Quantum Processor 
4K, Direct Full Array and Video Call Application. 120Hz

50”  $899 / 65”  $1399 / 75”  $1999 /  85”  $2799  

SALE $1,099

SALE $149

SALE $399

Samsung 55” Class TU7000 Crystal UHD 4K Smart TV. This smart TV unlocks 
hidden detail at four times the quality of Full HD

60”  $679 / 65”  $799 / 70”  $899

SALE $629REG. $699

REG. $1,399

REG. $249

REG. $699

55”

55”

HW-T415

HW-Q600B

WIN
WHAT YOU

PURCHASE!

December 23 – 29 | Rain checks not available on all items | Limited Quantities
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VALID FROM DECEMBER 8, 2022 – JANUARY 4, 2023. 
SEE IN-STORE ASSOCIATE FOR DETAILS.

*Receive instant savings of $200 (before taxes) when you purchase two (2) qualifying Whirlpool®, Maytag® and/or KitchenAid® major kitchen appliances. ** Receive instant savings of $300 (before taxes) when you 
purchase three (3) qualifying Whirlpool®, Maytag® and/or KitchenAid® major kitchen appliances. ***Receive instant savings of $400 (before taxes) when you purchase four (4) or more qualifying Whirlpool®, Maytag®

and/or KitchenAid® major kitchen appliances. Qualifying purchases may include multiple eligible brands. Multiple purchases must be made at the same time from the same participating authorized Canadian Whirlpool®, 
Maytag® or KitchenAid® dealer. Qualifying purchases must be made between December 8th, 2022 - January 4th, 2023. Open to Canadian residents only. Offer is not cumulative and cannot be combined with any other 
Whirlpool®, Maytag® or KitchenAid® appliance offer. Offer is not available to second channel dealers, builders or contractors. All models may not be available at all dealers. No substitute models qualify. See Sales 
Associate for list of qualifying models. Dealer prices may vary. Dealer alone has sole discretion to set retail prices. Offer excludes Under Counter Vents, Countertop Microwaves, Discontinued and second channel 
appliances. 

  ®/™ © 2022. Used under license in Canada. All rights reserved.

Buy any 2 qualifying kitchen 
appliances,

SAVE $200
*

**

***

SAVE $300

Buy any 3 qualifying 
kitchen appliances,

SAVE $400

Buy any 4+ qualifying kitchen 
appliances,

WHIRLPOOL®

DISHWASHER WITH 3RD RACK
WDTA50SAKZ

WHIRLPOOL® 

ELECTRIC RANGE WITH AIR 
FRYER AND BASKET, 5.3 CU. FT.
YWFE550S0LZ

WHIRLPOOL®

36" FRENCH-DOOR BOTTOM MOUNT, 
SPLIT FREEZER, 19.4 CU. FT.
WRQA59CNKZ

WHIRLPOOL®

LOW-PROFILE MICROWAVE HOOD, 
1.1 CU. FT.
YWML55011HS

$1049 $899

$549

$2199

KITCHENAID®

44 DBA DISHWASHER
KDTE204KPS

KITCHENAID®

EVEN-HEAT™ TRUE CONVECTION 
FRONT CONTROL RANGE, 6.4 CU. FT.
YKSEG700ESS

KITCHENAID®

FRENCH-DOOR, BOTTOM-MOUNT 
REFRIGERATOR, 19.7 CU. FT.
KRFF300ESS

KITCHENAID® 

LOW PROFILE MICROWAVE HOOD, 
1.1 CU. FT.
YKMLS311HSS

$2199 $1199

$949

$1999

$549

$799$1899 $1049

MAYTAG®

30" FRENCH-DOOR
REFRIGERATOR, 20 CU. FT.
MFW2055FRZ

MAYTAG®

47 dBA DISHWASHER
MDB4949SKZ

MAYTAG®

ELECTRIC RANGE WITH AIR FRYER 
AND BASKET, 5.3 CU. FT.
YMER7700LZ

MAYTAG®

MICROWAVE HOOD, 1.9 CU. FT.
YMMV4207JZ

coopathome.ca
204-325-8777

DOWNTOWN WINKLER
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What’sWhat’s  Christmas Story?Christmas Story?
We received so many creative entries for our writing contest this 
year! Here are our winners, along with a few other favourites.

GRAND PRIZE, KINDERGARTEN TO GR. 4: ANJULIA ST-JEAN, GR. 4, MAPLE LEAF SCHOOL

THE HOT CHOCOLATE CATASTROPHE
First of all I woke up to a clattering sound. So I 

sprinted to my kitchen to see what was going on.
When I got to the kitchen, I saw a snowman mak-

ing hot chocolate!
At fi rst I couldn’t believe my eyes! It was the 

snowman that me and my brother made the oth-
er day! I remember giving him that bright red and 
green scarf and that dark blue hat!

But something was not right. I had this really 
weird feeling in my gut. It was not that the snow-
man was alive, it was that the snowman was boil-
ing the hot chocolate powder and scooping cold 
water slowly into the mug. The powder was fl ying 
everywhere!

I screamed, "What is going on?”
The snowman shouted, “I wanted to make hot 

chocolate for your family.”
I know he was trying to be nice, but he was not 

helping. I stopped the kettle so no more powder 
would fl ing in the air. 

I said, “Why are you making hot chocolate for my 
family?”

“I wanted to thank you and your brother for mak-
ing me,” replied the snowman.

No snowman had ever thanked me for making 
them. I could tell he was really nice.

Luckily, it was not super messy. I helped him clean 
the mess with a broom and showed him how to ac-
tually make hot chocolate. I’m surprised we did not 
wake up my parents!

Together we drank the hot chocolate and talked. 
We became best friends. He told me I had to name 
him, so I picked the name Greg.

Soon it was time for Greg to leave. I was heartbro-

ken. I did not want him to leave!
I wanted to give Greg something before he left. I 

asked him if he could have anything, what would 
it be?

“Well, it would be to have a friend,” said the 
snowman.

That made me so sad! I knew that we were friends 
but I couldn’t come with him.

“I can’t come with you, but I can give you another 
snowman,” I said. So I ran outside and made a me-
dium-sized snowball, a small snowball, and a tiny 
snowball. I stuck them all together and I grabbed 
two buttons for eyes, fi ve rocks for a mouth, a car-
rot for a nose, and a hat and scarf. 

I gave it to Greg. He smiled, then disappeared
To this day I still remember him.

GRAND PRIZE, GRADE 5-8: EMERY FRIESEN, GR. 7, WINKLER

ARCTIC HOT CHOCOLATE
My day began just like any other day. Later it turned into 

something extraordinary and unbelievable, with just the right 
amount of magic. 

It was a cold December morning. I woke up to my alarm clock 
beeping in its familiar rhythm. The smell of chocolate hung in 
the air like fog. I reluctantly drew back the blankets and shiv-
ered in the early morning air. On the other side of my frozen 

window, the snow fell very quickly and heav-
ily.

After pulling on my clothes as fast as I 
could, I raced downstairs, probably waking 
up everyone on the block with my clumsy 
stomping on the hard wooden fl oor. 

As I stifl ed a yawn, I rounded the corner 
of the dark hallway and yelped in surprise. 
Standing in the kitchen was a ... Nope, I’m 
hallucinating. It couldn’t be a ... No! I mean, 
why would a snowman be in my kitchen? 

Rubbing my eyes, I peer around the corner 
again. Yep, it’s a snowman. He (at least I as-
sumed it was a he; I couldn’t be sure ... then 
again, it was a snowman) stood there with a 
mug in his hand. So that was where the smell 
was coming from: hot chocolate.

Deciding to talk to him instead of cower-
ing out of his sight, I stood up straight and 
walked into my kitchen. 

“Hello. Umm, I’m Emery and well, why are 
you in my kitchen and why do you have my 
mom’s mug?”

After a lot of talking, I learned that Arctic 
(the snowman) was making the hot choco-
late for my family. Turns out Santa asked the 
snowmen all over the world to make every 
family hot chocolate. 

"Well, sorry but I have to go now," the snow-
man said. "I need get to this town in Mexico 
in the next ten minutes."

“How are you supposed to get there that 
soon?” I exclaimed in surprise.

“Well, if you come with me you will see,” he 
smiled. “I can get you back here after I make 
their hot chocolate.” He said this in his deep 
melodic voice.

I agreed to go under one condition: that 
I could write this down in my journal so I 
could remember this forever. Arctic agreed 
and clutched my arm with his freezing stick 
hands.

“Ready? This might feel a bit chilly.” 
Chilly was an understatement. As soon as a 

low melody left his lips the world spun in a 
wintery white blur that froze me to the bone. 

As my dizziness slowed, I got a good look 
around.

We were in a large kitchen. The walls were 
painted a brilliant blue. There were dishes in 
the sink and the counter was piled with them, 
but when we checked in the cupboard there 
were enough clean mugs for the family of 
fi ve.

As we made the hot chocolate, trying to keep 
as quiet as possible, he told me about Santa. 
Arctic described him as upbeat and smiley, 
but tired. This year he decided to give more 
than just presents, but also hot chocolate, and 
it was a lot of work to organize the snowmen.

When we fi nished placing the cups on the 
table, he took me home, which almost froze 
me to death.

“Well, good bye, Arctic. Maybe I’ll see you 
again next year.”

“Hopefully," he grinned, the pebbles on his 
face moved slowly, like they were moving 
through honey.

He disappeared in a whirl of snow and song, 
and I raced up the stairs to my journal. I sat 
down at my desk and smiled.

“Oh, what a story I have,” I whispered into 
the early morning light.
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THE CHRISTMAS TREE

One cool December morning the breeze outside my win-
dow woke me up.

Suddenly I smelled the smell of fresh pine needles. I fol-
low the smell into the living room to fi nd ... the most glori-
ous Christmas tree ever!

On it I see dazzling ornaments. The most sparkly tinsel 
ever. Shiny red and green ribbons. Twinkling lights and 
candy canes dangling from the tree. 

And gigantic presents lay under the plump, busy tree.
I looked up and saw the most wonderful star on top! 
“Wow” I said. I felt joyful and merry. 
“That is a beautiful Christmas tree! “I said. But how did it 

get there?
I take a candy cane from the tree and lick it. It tastes minty 

and delicious.
All of a sudden, the tree falls down in a crash.
“Oh no!” I cry. “How will I get it back together?”
Just then I spot a piece of paper. I pick it up and there are 

instructions of how to put everything on the tree!
“Hmmmm,” I say. “Maybe if I follow the instructions I can 

put the tree back together.”
I try to put it back together. It is hard but I get it back to-

gether! And I kept it for my Christmas tree.
  —Kerri Elias, Gr. 3, Winkler

MY PERFECT SNOW DAY
One morning I woke up and I got out of bed. When I 

looked at the time it was already 8:32! The bus was gone! 
I went into the living room and my mom was still here, 

my sister was still there and so was my dad. They hadn’t 
woken me up? Next thing I knew it was a snow day!  

I got out of my pajamas and got into my snow gear. I got 
outside and started sledding down the ramp on our deck. 
My dad came out and asked if I wanted to go on the sled 
behind our snowmobile. Then we were off ! 

We went through the valley and around lakes and then 
came home to watch Christmas movies. We went inside 
and made hot chocolate and started the movie. 

When the movie was over I went outside with my mom, 
dad, and sister to the golf course hill to slide down on. We 
were fl ying! After a few hours of sliding we went home.

When we arrived back home I asked if I could 
go to the store to get Christmas presents. My 
dad loves Icy Squares. Icy Squares are squares 
of rich, dark chocolate. When my mom and I 
got to the store we went wild running around 
and up and down the aisles. Even though we 
bought a whole bunch of stuff  that was extra— 
like ornaments, Christmas lights, and garland 
for our Christmas tree —we still got everything 
we actually went to the store for.

After we fi nished paying for everything we 
went home and started wrapping all the pres-
ents. 

My mom wrapped my sister’s presents and I 
wrapped my dad’s presents. 

My sister got a doll camper and my dad got 
Icy squares, a new ornament for the tree, a go-
pro lens, and a stick of deodorant (he doesn’t 
smell too bad). 

We took a break and ate candy canes and 
cookies while we watched another Christmas 
movie. Then we went back to work wrapping 
the Christmas presents. 

When I went to bed I got to read a Christmas 
story because it was Christmas Eve. 

As I drifted off  to sleep I heard sleigh bells in 
the distance and a slight “Ho, ho, ho.” 

Merry Christmas and to all a good night!
—River Robson, Gr. 5, Morden

HOW ARE YOU NOT MELTING?
It started out as a normal day. December 21, to 

be exact. The last day of school before Christ-
mas break. 

I was walking home from school, when I 
heard a shout coming the direction of my 
house. I started running to my house. When I 
got there, the scream had faded. I walked into 
the house. Slowly, I walked into the kitchen. 

“Hello?” I said. 
“Hello, hello!!” A jolly voice replied. 
And that’s when I saw him. A big, white, puff -

ball. Stone buttons crawling up from his stom-
ach to his neck. A carrot nose. A snowman! 

He was at the counter, mixing something in 
a pot. 

“Hey…” I said, recognizing that bright yel-
low scarf. “You’re the snowman we made the 
other day! You’re Jack!!” I exclaimed. 

“I believe so! I’m making some hot chocolate 
for you and you’re family,” he said, pouring 
chocolatey hot chocolate into several mugs. 

“How are you not melting!?” I suddenly ex-
claimed, looking at his snowy hands. 

“I am!” he said, laughing and showing me 
his melting hands. I laughed too. It felt good to 
laugh with a snowman, something I have nev-
er done before. 

I took a cup of hot chocolate and sipped the 
liquid. Hot chocolate fi lled my mouth with a 
taste I had never tasted before. Sweet and a lit-
tle spicy at the same time. Hot, but not too hot. 
A little kick at the end where I tasted hot chili 
pepper seasoning. 

“What did you put in here?!” I asked, still feel-

ing the chili peppers in the back of my mouth. 
“Oh, well, there was some leftover meat in 

the fridge, so I put that in. Oh, and some stuff  
that was near a coff ee maker, so probably coff ee 
grinds. And some stuff  from a thing you hu-
mans call a garbage can. And the hot chili pep-
per seasoning,” he said. 

I choked on my sip of now disgusting hot 
chocolate. I swallowed it, but it took a long 
time. 

“So do you like it?” Jack asked, a look of ex-
citement on his face. 

“It’s delicious!” I say, placing a big, fat, phony 
baloney smile on my face. On the inside, my 
stomach feels like a roller coaster. “Anyways, 
how did you even get in the house?” 

“Oh, I used the back door,” he says. “It was 
unlocked.” 

I look at the trail of melted snow from the 
back door to the kitchen. 

“Yeah, I see that.” 
“I should actually get going back to the front 

yard. Later this night, my family is coming over 
to my yard, so I need to get it ready. Bye!” Jack 
said, slipping and sliding out the back door 
back to his spot on the front yard. 

I looked at the door, to the hot chocolate, then 
to the sink. I poured all the “hot chocolate” 
from every cup and the leftovers from the pot 
down the sink. Then I made myself a real cup 
of hot chocolate. 

Sitting down on the couch, I realized that I 
had met a snowman. An extraordinary snow-
man! And that I could never tell a single soul 
in the world. Because this was my snowman. 
A one in a million, my very special snowman. 

—Mylee Guenter, Gr. 6, Chortitz 

THE MAGIC SNOW DAY
I woke up Friday morning to get ready for 

school and realized it was a snow day. 
When I went downstairs, I saw a snowman in 

the kitchen. I was like “How is there a snow-
man in my kitchen without making puddles? Is 
this a dream? Someone pinch me!” OW!   

Wait ... the snowman is making hot chocolate? 
As I sat down drinking my hot chocolate, I 

asked the snowman, “How are you not melting 
into a puddle?”

The snowman said, “Because I am a magic 
snowman, and I am here to fi nd the most beau-
tiful Christmas tree ever. Hurry up, fi nish your 
hot chocolate, and get dressed.” 

So I fi nished my hot chocolate and got my 
jacket, mitts, boots, and hat on. We then went 
for a walk in the forest.  We slid down a snow 
hill into a ice tunnel. The ice tunnel led into a 
magical forest.  

As we walked though the magical forest, I 
asked the snowman “How come you can talk 
to me?”

The snowman replied, “Because I am I am a 
magical snowman. Don’t you remember when 
you wished upon a star? You wished for a spe-

Continued on page 23
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cial   friend. I cant stay long, I can 
only stay until I help you fi nd the 
most beautiful Christmas tree ever.” 

After a couple minutes we found 
the perfect Christmas tree. It was very 
beautiful that we dug it up and put, it 
in a pot and put into my living room. 
Then the snowman disappeared. 
Then my family and I decorated the 
Christmas tree.

—Hayleigh Sherington-Voth, 
Gr. 4, Morden

I’M THANKFUL FOR ...
This holiday season  I am thankful 

for the kind people. 
I am thankful for shelter and a warm 

fi re. 
I am thankful for family gatherings 

and for food.
I am also thankful for the police and 

doctors and the people who keep us 
safe.

Christmas is my favourite holi-
day because there’s snow and snow 
fi ghts, igloos, skating, and laughter 
all around.

Christmas is such a thoughtful time. 
It makes me happy when everyone’s 
together. 

I am thankful for schools and teach-
ers that help us learn.

I’m thankful for sledding and out-
side fun.

I am mostly thankful for friends, 
family, and Christmas.

—Karlyn Roberts, Gr. 6, 
Emerado Centennial School

THE SNOWMAN SURPRISE
One snowy day I was playing in the 

snow. I was having so much fun! My 
parents were outside too. We were 
having a snowball fi ght. 

I hit my dad with fi ve round snow-
balls. WA-BAM! He hit me with soft 
snowballs just two times. SPLAT! 
Mom was on my team! Then we went 
inside because my cheeks were cold. 

We were going to have hot chocolate 
but when I walked into the kitchen I 
saw a snowman already making hot 
chocolate! 

I yelped, “There’s a snowman in our 
kitchen making hot chocolate!” 

My parents laughed. 
“No really come see,” I said. 
They slowly walked into the kitch-

en. 
“Oh!” said my dad.
“Oh!” said my mom. 
“There is really a snowman making 

hot chocolate,” they whispered. 
We asked what his name was and he 

said, “Bob.” 
He also said he loves making choco-

late for people because he loves to be 
kind and jolly. 

So we sat down to have hot choco-
late and iced Christmas tree cookies. 
But Bob didn’t have any hot choco-
late because he was made out of snow 
and he didn’t want to melt. 

—Gabriella Jerema, Gr. 2, Morden

THE CHRISTMAS TREE
It was a brisk but sunny afternoon 

when the school bell rang for the end 
of the day. I raced out the door and 
tore down the slippery, icy and slushy 
road on my jet pack. Well, I guess I 
wasn’t on the street—more like in the 
air. 

When I opened our pearl white with 
gold trim door, I stood in awe. I stared 
at the beautiful dark moss green tree. 

Then I saw all of the ruby red, sap-
phire blue and magenta purple balls 
and glowing red stain glass cookies 
hanging all over the long branches. 
The shimmering white lights looked 
like snow in the sky. 

While I was admiring the tree I 
caught the whiff  of spicy chai tea 
drifting into the living room with soft 
pillowy and warm couches and arm 
chairs. The pine smell mixed with the 
tea and made the smell more wonder-
ful. It still had a little bit of the fresh 
forest smell in the bark.

Just looking at the tree made me feel 
calm and cheerful. I was grateful to be 
able to have such a beautiful tree. 

When I brushed against the tree I 
could feel the prickly needles but it 
was still smooth and oily. 

I’d left the door open and the brisk 
winter air chilled my arms. 

The calm Christmas music made me 
relax. The fi rst song was Jingle Bells. 
Ah! 

Hello Christmas, goodbye Christ-
mas. It was a wonderful day. I love 
Christmas. 

—Berkeley Zacharias, Gr. 3, Winkler

HOCKEY NEVER ENDS
If I had a snow day off  from school I 

would ask my parents if I could invite 
some of my friends over to my house 
to skate on my rink.

If my friends could come over, I 
would ask them if they wanted to 
do a one-on-one hockey tournament 
and if they said yes we would have a 
hockey tournament

After the hockey tournament I 
would ask my mom if I could have a 
snack. For my snack I would proba-

bly have a cut up apple, cheese, and 
crackers.

After my snack I would probably go 
on the rink again with my friends be-
cause I adore being on the rink and I 
love playing hockey with my friends.

Once me and my friends are cold, I 
would ask my dad if we could have 
a fi re and s’mores. Then me and my 
friends would roast s’mores and then 
we would eat the s’mores. 

—Oakley Jerema, Gr. 4, 
Maple Leaf School

GIANT CHRISTMAS TREE
Blink. I open my eyes, then scream! 

It’s Christmas!
I leap out of my bed and I smack my 

head on the closet door. That hurt.
I swing my clothes off  the hook and 

I race to the bathroom. BOOM! I  hit 
my head on the door. That hurt again.

In the bathroom, I pull the drawer 
and put my PJs in.

I slam the door behind me. My 
mom is studying the Bible and there 
it is: the gigantic tree. The shiny rope 
blends in with the green needles. On 
the rope are blazing lights that light 
the living room

The best of all is the presents under 
the tree. White, blue, red, all colours 
wrap the presents.

“Calem!” Mom called.
“What?” I ask.
“Shovel the driveway!” Mom re-

plies.
“Rats,” I mumble.

—Caleb Harder, Gr. 4,
Blumenfeld School

THANKFUL
What I am most thankful for this 

holiday season is my dog. His name 
is Monty and he is a bulldog. He is 
brown and he looks like a marshmal-
low. 

He likes me. He is thankful for me 
too. When I feel sad he licks me and 
makes me feel better. 

His ears fl op and he is wrinkly. He 
walks around the house, he barks, 
and he likes to play tug-of-war with 
me. 

He really likes to listen to me.  He 
makes me laugh when he sits like a 
human and when he scratches his 
face on the fl oor. 

I love him and he is wonderful. 

—Maci Bartley, 
Kindergarten, Morden

WHAT A TREAT
Aurora was playing in the fresh 

snow outside in the front yard. Her 
parents were in the back yard help-
ing her younger brother, Dean, make 
a snowman. Aurora was making her 
own snowman, whom she had decid-
ed to name Nickels the Snowman. 

It was cold and she had already been 
outside for two hours. She felt soaked 
and chilly and wanted something 
warm to drink. The most delicious 
thing that came to mind was hot choc-
olate. 

She was fi nally fi nished building 
her snowman. She was so excited to 
show her mom and dad Nickels. She 
grabbed a carrot and poked it into 
Nickels’ face. She grabbed six but-
tons for the smile, two buttons for the 
eyes, and, for the last touch, she took 

Continued on page 24
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off  her scarf and wrapped it around Nickels’ neck. 

Then she walked inside getting ready for hot cocoa. 
She took off  her jacket and mittens and then pulled 
out the milk and cocoa powder in the kitchen. 

Suddenly Aurora heard a strange noise. She turned 
around and standing at the door was a small snow-
man who looked just like Nickels! 

Aurora gasped, “What in the world, Nickels?” Au-
rora sounded shocked, yet not scared. 

“Can I make hot chocolate? I’m so thirsty!” Nickels 
spoke as he slowly started to melt in the warm house. 

“I guess ...” Aurora said, now just confused. 
Nickels waddled over to the kitchen where the milk 

was sitting on the counter next to the cocoa powder. 
“Mmmm, I love hot chocolate,” Nickels said as he 

sniff ed the cocoa. 
“Yeah ... me too,” Aurora also sniff ed the air. She 

couldn’t help but notice the marshmallowy smell of 
the powder.

“Do you like hot chocolate? I LOVE chocolate! I’ll 
make some for you too, Aurora!” Nickels beamed 
at Aurora, but she was busy thinking, ‘What if my 
parents walk in? What if Nickels melts before he gets 
outside? ‘

Aurora had made up her mind and said, “Nickels, 
I’ll make the hot cocoa, but for now go back outside 
and wait for it. We can’t let my family see you.” 

But it was too late, because Nickels was done mak-
ing fi ve steaming mugs of hot chocolate! Nickels gig-
gled seeing that Aurora was shocked at how fast he 
created the drinks. He handed over one of the mugs 
to Aurora and started to walk to the back door where 
Mom, Dad, and Dean were outside. 

“WAIT!” Aurora ran up to Nickels and led him away 
from the back door. “You can’t let them see you! You 
go out to the front, and I’LL give them their drinks.” 

Nickels nodded and walked out of the house. A 
trail of water and ice were left where he was walking. 
Aurora, being careful not to spill, smiled at her mom 
and dad’s surprised faces when she gave them each a 
mug of hot chocolate. 

“Wow, Aurora! This is really good!” they said as Au-
rora laughed and closed the door. She put on her jack-
et and her mittens and sat down in the snow where 
Nickels was drinking his hot chocolate and saying, 
“Don’t you just LOVE hot chocolate, because I LOVE 
hot chocolate! Mmmm,” Aurora laughed as she took 
her fi rst sip and realized this was the best cup of 
warm marshmallowy hot chocolate she had ever had. 

“Aw, man!!” Nickels looked down at his cup. 
“What is it?” Aurora asked. 
“This is my last sip!” complained the snowman. 
Aurora giggled, “Aw!” 
“No, you don’t understand,” Nickels said, looking 

like he was about to cry. 
“Not understand what?” asked Aurora. 
“It’s my last sip! So, once I drink all of it I turn back 

to a normal snowman.” Nickels sniffl  ed. 
“What happens if you don’t fi nish it?” Aurora 

asked, feeling bad for the snowman even though they 
just met a few hours ago. She felt like Nickels was her 
best friend already. 

“Merry Christmas, Aurora,” said Nickels without 
answering her question and instead took the last sip 

of his hot cocoa and turned back to normal. 
“Merry Christmas Nickels,” sighed Aurora with a 

smile. “What a treat.”
—Capri Rayne Nault, Gr. 6, Winkler

SNOW DAY! 
I woke up feeling rested. Wait, this wasn’t normal. I 

always felt tired when waking up for school. I looked 
outside and the sun seemed brighter than it should 
be. I raced upstairs to fi nd my whole family eating 
breakfast. I glanced at a clock. 9:45! I turned to look 
at my mom. 

“Mom, why aren’t we getting ready for school! Were 
so late already and I ...

“There’s no school today,” Mom said gently “It’s a 
snow day.” 

My face lit up. No. School. TODAY!? I jumped with 
joy. Yes, no school! I sat down with no rush to eat 
breakfast. I wanted to enjoy the crispness of the ba-
con. Food tasted much better when you have time to 
eat it.  

“So, what do you guys wanna do today?” my mom 
asked. 

“Sledding, skating, playing outside!” my siblings 
shouted. 

I had no interest in going outside. I wanted to cud-
dle up with a blanket and a good book instead and 
just enjoy the freedom we have today. But I knew that 
wasn’t going to happen. 

“Maybe sledding?” I suggested. 
In the end we decided we would go skating with 

some of our family friends because good sledding 
hills are far from where we live. I’m not the best skat-
er and I always get blisters, but since I would get to 
see my friends, I decided it would be okay.  

After a quick clean up of the house we started get-
ting on our winter gear and Mom told me to go get the 
skates. I wandered into the garage, wondering where 
to start. I looked everywhere until fi nally I found 
them in some old dusty backpack. It smelled like a 
rat died in there. When I went back inside everyone 
was ready. And I wasn’t. I quickly put on some win-
ter gear and grabbed one of the backpacks. My family 
was waiting outside for me, but I couldn’t fi nd my 
gloves anywhere. I decided to just put my hands in 
my pockets because my little brothers were becoming 
restless. I closed the door and we started walking. 

The skating rink was really close, so we didn’t need 
to drive. There was a lot of snow, but it looked like 
someone had gone through the roads with a snow-
blower. I was thankful people were willing to come 
out in the cold to clear the roads for us. 

I soon as my brothers saw the rink they started run-
ning. Well, more like trudging. Like I said, there was 
a LOT of snow. 

When we made it to the rink, I started helping my 
brothers with their skates. When we got out of the 
little shed, I crossed my fi ngers that no one was there. 
I didn’t like it when so many people were there, it got 
really crowded in that small ice rink, especially when 
a hockey game was going on. I was happy to see it 
was just a small family there. 

My little brother wanted me to help him skate, so I 
held his hands while he skated. 

“My goal is to be able to skate without any help be-
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fore we leave,” he said confi dently.  
“Well, we’ll see how far we get,” I replied. 
My friends still hadn’t come yet. I began to 

worry. I hope they’re safe, I thought. But then I 
noticed their car! Hooray! 

For the rest of the day, we skated around and 
talked. Right before we left my brother said 
he was going to let go. I nodded and held him 
steady. 

“3,2,1, GO!” I shouted 
I gave him a little push and he was off ! He 

wasn’t terribly fast, but he was doing it! I was so 
proud! We all cheered and clapped as he slowly 
skated around. His face lit up and he looked so 
happy. 

Later on, when we took our skates off , he was 
still hopping up and down. He turned and 
beamed at me. 

“Thank you for helping me,” he said, smiling. 
“You’re welcome,” I said happily. 
He reached for my hand, and I gently took his. 
This is what snow days are for, I thought, as 

we walked home hand in hand.  
—Bella Guenter, Gr. 8, Chortitz

THANKFUL FOR A GREAT PARTY
It was December 5, 2021 and it was my 9th 

birthday.
 I thought it was going to be great. But then 

my mom said, “The forecast shows that there’s 
going to be a blizzard this afternoon. It says it’s 
going to start at 8 p.m.” 

Once I heard the bad news, I started sobbing! 
I was so disappointed because I thought no one 
would be able to come! 

But my mom said, “Well, maybe everyone can 
come during the day so no one gets stuck in the 
snow.” 

So at 2 p.m. everybody came. We all had cake, 
hot chocolate, vegetables, and chips. 

The party was great and we all had fun. But at 
6:30 p.m. everybody went home safe and sound. 

Even though there was a blizzard it all turned 
out great!

—Vivienne Suderman, Gr. 5, Greenfarm
Continued on page 25
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THE SNOWMAN
It was two days before Christmas and Katey just couldn’t wait until 

Santa Claus came to her home. 
Wait ... what was that noise? It sounded like humming. Katey de-

cided to go investigate. 
She shoved her covers off , slipped her slippers on, and tiptoed 

downstairs to the main fl oor. 
Katey’s jaw dropped at the sight: a snowman was in the kitchen 

making hot chocolate. Only now she could tell what he was hum-
ming: “We Wish You A Merry Christmas.” 

The snowman then stopped humming and turned around, smiling. 
“Hello!” said the snowman. 
‘It can talk?’ thought Katey, confused as ever. 
“Hi,” she said. 
The snowman spoke again. “Here have some hot chocolate.” 
And, right before her eyes, the snowman walked right to her and 

handed her a mug fi lled with hot chocolate with little marshmallows 
in it. 

“I’ve got to go now, Katey. Give these to your parents,” he said, 
handing her two more mugs before disappearing. 

“Wait! How do you know my name?” But it was too late. The snow-
man was gone. 

Katey’s parents then came downstairs. 
“Who were you talking to, sweetie?” asked her mother. 
“A magical snowman that can talk!” replied Katey. 
“Who taught you to make hot chocolate? Oh wait, let me guess: the 

snowman,” her father chuckled. 
“What an amazing imagination our Katey has,” he said to his wife, 

grinning. 
They all drank their delicious steaming cups of hot chocolate. 
Katey glanced out their front window to fi nd the snowman waving 

at her with his huge, friendly grin. She smiled back at him and then 
he faded into thin air once more. 

Katey and her family spent the rest of their day having family time 
outside in the snow. She even made a replica of the mystical snow-
man that she’d witnessed!

—Scarlette Paracholski, Gr. 4, Morden

A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS TREE
Once upon a time there was a very beautiful Christmas tree. 
It had a very pretty star made of solid gold. It had ten ornaments 

of the most beautiful kind you can imagine, with the prettiest pink 
glitter. Also, the most beautiful candy cane ornaments with silver 
sparkles. 

There were blue and red, green and yellow icicle ornaments. The 
tree skirt looked like it was made out of real silver, though it wasn’t. 

But that was not all! There was also every colour imaginable on 
a string of lights wrapped around and around the tree. There were 
garlands made of real fl owers—pink, yellow, and white roses.
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It was a real tree, and it smelled like it 

was just picked, fresh and beautiful! And 
each of its branches was fl uff ed in the per-
fect tip. 

It was so pretty, and all the other Christ-
mas trees that saw it were its friends.

—Evie Waldal, age 6, Crystal City

THE JOLLY SNOWMAN
I was curled up on the couch by the 

hearth, Bible in hand, enjoying the beauti-
ful scenery outside, not expecting the cra-
zy things that were about to happen. 

It was Christmas Eve and big, gentle 
snowfl akes drifted down to the ground 
making great hills for sledding. 

My mom was sick, and Dad was off  to do 
the last-minute shopping. 

I went to the kitchen to grab some snack 
and that’s when I saw the dream of my life! 
I gasped in shock, then screamed in de-
light. I quickly silenced myself, consider-
ing Mom was sleeping, but it was too late. 

“Kate,” she yelled. “What’s going on?” 
“Nothing” I reply. “Just a very suspense-

ful book” I fi bbed, trying not to bother 
Mom. 

“Hey,” I said to the jolly snowman. “What 
are you doing here?”

Sadly, the snowman could not speak. He 
pointed towards the mouth-watering bin 
of hot chocolate mix. 

“M-Making hot chocolate!” I stuttered, 
amazed. There he had four mugs on the 
counter waiting to be fi lled by the deluxe 
hot drink. 

The snowman, which I now named Joy, 
was standing by the kettle looking rather 
puzzled. 

“Need some help?” I questioned. Follow-
ing his nod, I poured some water in the 
kettle then turned it on. Once the water 
started boiling, Joy escorted me back to the 
living room and seated me on a couch. 

I read a little more, but it was hard to 
concentrate. My thoughts wandered me to 
the unique snowman. The sweet aroma of 
chocolate drove me back to the kitchen. He 
had set three mugs fi lled to the brim with 
steaming hot chocolate ready on the table. 
Just then, Mom clomped down the stairs. 
At the sight of Joy, she screeched loud-
er than an owl at night. She clumsily ran 
back upstairs, mumbling something about 
being out of her mind and needing more 
sleep. 

I heard the door open, and Dad stomped 
in, making snow fl y everywhere. I was 
dreading the time when Mom would fi nd 
out. Icicles were stuck on his beard and 
his cheeks were red from the cold winter’s 
day. He crouched near the fi replace warm-
ing up his hands. 

“Come join us” I called. “Joy made you a 
nice cup of hot cocoa”.

“Who’s Joy?” he asked. 
I explained and his answer was simply, 

“I’m sure.”
We went to the kitchen, but Joy was gone. 

I searched frantically all over the house, 
but no trace was found of the jolly snow-
man, other than a few puddles here and 
there. 

Dad laughed and mussed my hair. I took 
a mug to Mom, then me and Dad sat down 
by the fi re. 

Years later, I still think of the kind snow-
man. 

Let us all be like this kind snowman help-
ing others in need or cheering up those in 
the dumps. Even if it’s as simple as making 
hot chocolate for a family.

—Ruth Fehr,  Gr. 8,  Hochfeld School

THE MOST BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS 
TREE EVER

One day I woke up. Then I went to the 
living room. I saw the most beautiful 
Christmas tree ever! 

It had shining ornaments, twinkling 
lights, and poofy pine. 

The best part was the star. It twinkled and 
shined on the glassy window. 

Then one ornament had a picture of my 
family. I was joyfully happy for it to be up 
there. 

Another ornament had an angel on it to 
show love to my family. 

Then I saw an ornament that had my 
dog’s cute face on it. 

The Christmas tree was so beautiful that 
it shined bright as a star. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY 
NEW YEAR

—Ainsley Janzen, Gr. 3, Winkler

SNOW DAY
If there was a snow day off  of school I 

would go sledding at Klassen’s hill with 
my brother Dylan and my cousins.

Then I would go home and play in the 
snow with Dylan. We would probably 
have a snowball fi ght.

Then we would go inside and have some 
hot chocolate with soft, fl uff y marshmal-
lows with Mom and Dad.

Then we would play a board game. 
Then I would turn on all the co-
lourful lights all around the house.
After that we would all watch a Christ-
mas movie and eat Dominos pizza. Then, 
right before bed, me and Dylan would 
have some Christmas cookies and then we 
would go to bed.

—Riley Dyck, Gr. 5, Blumenfeld School

Continued on page 26

What’s Christmas Story?
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HONOURABLE MENTIONS

THE CHRISTMAS TREE
One winter morning, I walk into my 

cozy living room and I saw the most 
beautifully decorated tree I have ever 
seen.

It’s bright golden light gives a beau-
tiful gleam to every single ornament 
on the tree.

I turn my gaze to the ornaments. I 
saw angels, a little stable, candy canes, 
stars and glittering ball ornaments.

I looked under the tree. There was 
presents wrapped in red and green 
wrapping paper. A stable scene is in 
the centre.

When I looked at the top of the tree 
I saw a shining gold star with hints of 
silver all over the star. I saw engrav-
ings in the trunk. I saw snowmen skat-
ing, elves packing carefully wrapped 
presents into a bright red sleigh.

—Ruth Clark, Gr. 4, 
Minnewasta School

FROSTLAND
“Ahhhh! There are puddles on the 

fl oor all the way to the kitchen! My 
socks are all wet!” I yell.

“EKKK! I stepped in them too! Why 
are there puddles in here?” Nat ques-
tions.

“Let’s fi nd out!” I tell her excitedly.
We follow the trail to the kitchen 

and fi nd ... .a snowman! Making three 
cups of hot chocolate! We are com-
pletely speechless.

“Oh, hello! I’d like to introduce my-
self. My name is Blanche. I’m from 
Frostland. Hot chocolate is my fav. 
Would you like some?”

Nat and I communicate with our 
eyes. Are we dreaming?

“Um... ok?” Nat and I respond in 
shock. A talking snowman! Good thing 
my parents are not home!

After an awkward silence I say, “My 
name is Crystal and this is my BFF, 
Natasha.”

“WRRRRRRRR.”
“What was that??” Nat asks wor-

riedly.
“I don’t know. I think it came from 

the entrance,” I say. Blanche gets up 
from her chair and moves towards the 
entrance. Nat and I exchange glances 
and follow, while, of course, trying to 
avoid stepping in the puddles that are 
left behind.

When we reach the entrance, we see 
an ice blue portal with icicles hanging 
from the top.

“Oh! My home portal is here!” 

Blanche tells us excitedly.
“What is that?” Nat asks in a curious 

voice.
“It’s my home portal. We can tele-

port to the human world and meet 
humans whenever we want. If hu-
mans go through, the time stops in 
the human world, so no one knows 
they are missing,” Blanche tells us 
with a smile.

“So, we can go through?” I ask mis-
chievously.

“Yes, but ...” 
Before Blanche can fi nish her sen-

tence, Nat and I are jumping through 
the portal. Pooff !

I land in something soft, poofy, and 
freezing. Snow! I get up and see a vil-
lage with snowmen of every size. Big, 
small, and tiny. I turn and see Nat be-
side me. She is also looking around in 
awe.

“Whoa!” Nat says in wonder. “ This 
is super cool! Let’s go explore!”

“Hold your reindeers, little ones!” 
Blanche says behind us. “Wait for me! 
There are rules!”

It was too late. We had already start-
ed running. After several minutes of 
exploring the village, we stop at a 
large fi eld. All around us, snowmen 
are having a snowball fi ght! We glad-
ly join in! Blanche does too.

“This is so fun!” I say. “The snow is 
perfect for making snowballs!”

After a while, we are tuckered out 
and Blanche says, “Follow me!”

She brings us to a big, gray tower at 
the edge of the village. We climb to 
the top.

“Wow! The view is beautiful!” ex-
claims Nat.

“This is totes awsomesauce!” I say 
in agreement. We can see the whole 
village. There are Christmas decora-
tions, and the houses looked like gi-
ant snow forts. The sun is setting and 
makes everything sparkle.

“Now that you’ve seen my village 
and have had some fun, I must take 
you back home,” says Blanche.

“Ok,” we say together sadly.
Blanche touches her carrot nose, 

and then, suddenly, the ice blue por-
tal is right in front of us. We all jump 
through and ...

Thud!
“Ow! My bottom!” Nat cries.
We appear in our seats at the table 

with our hot cocoa. Blanche is smiling 
at us.

“We’re home from shopping! Crys-
tal? Natasha?” my mom yells from 
the entrance.

“We’re here in the kitchen, mom!” I 

yell back.
“I must leave now, but I will see you 

next week. I’ll take you to see the ice 
palace,” says Blanche very merrily. 
Then Blanche jumps through the por-
tal, and it disappears.

My mom comes into the kitchen and 
asks, “How are you girls? Everything 
still standing?”

“Yes, Mom, all good. Uneventful,” I 
say with a smirk.

Nat and I go to my room. We can 
hardly wait to talk about what hap-
pened.

After we debrief, Nat asks me, “We 
tell no one about our day?”

“Nope,” I say. “Blanche said she’d 
see us again really soon.”

“Deal,” says Nat happily. “I won-
der what will happen next time. I can 
hardly wait!”

We could never have imagined that 
we would have such a frosty adven-
ture. What a day! I wonder what the 
ice palace looks like...

—Jaid Berard, Gr. 6, 
École Morden Middle School 

MY SNOWMAN
It was 12 a.m. when Stephine went 

downstairs for a glass of milk. She 
was halfway down the stairs when 
she herd a Clatter Bang Boom!!! Ste-
phine ran up the stairs and right into 
her bed! Stephine was quite scared, 
so she stayed up there for a solid 30 
minutes! 

Finally, she got up the courage to go 
see what was going on. So, Stephine 
grabbed her teddy and slowly but 
surely she went to the living room. 
Then the bathroom. Then the den. 
Then she checked out all the rooms 
but the kitchen! 

Stephine heard someone sip some-
thing. Stephine wasn’t scared because 
she heard a funny sound! It sounded 
like a reindeer! She ran to the kitch-
en! It was Frosty and Rudolph! It 
was wonderful! Frosty made her hot 
chocolate and she rode Rudolph and 
opened the presents Frosty brought 
her! It was great! 

But then Stephine almost forgot 
about the crash, so she asked Frosty. 
It was Frosty! He was making hot 
chocolate for her! Stephine under-
stood. Stephine was shocked that she 
didn’t ask Frosty how he came alive! 
Frosty told her the whole story. He 
came from Santa’s workshop and his 
favorite elf Jingles put magic dust on 
him and he just rode on Rudolph to 
her house. 

Stephine asked, “Why my house?” 
Frosty said because she is a very 

special little girl, and she has been a 
very nice girl, and this was what San-
ta wanted you to see.

“Can you and Rudolph stay?” Ste-
phine asked. 

Frosty said he will have to check 
with Santa fi rst. Frosty sent her to bed 
and told her he will see her tomorrow 
night at the same time! 

Stephine couldn’t eat, work, or even 
play! Finally, it was bedtime. She set 
her alarm to 12 a.m. and fell asleep. 

Beep Beep Beep!!! 
Stephine shot up and ran down the 

stairs and into the kitchen and they 
were there! She asked them if they 
could stay and they … could! Ste-
phine was so happy! 

So, they all went to sleep (Frosty 
went outside for bed) and in the 
morning her family met Frosty and 
Rudolph and they all lived happily 
ever after!

—Olivia S., Gr. 5, Border Valley School

THE HOLY SEASON
In this beautiful season the things 

I am thankful for are more than just 
presents and hot cocoa, and I want to 
tell you some of the other things I am 
thankful for.

First is a family to enjoy and cele-
brate the holiday season with.

Second is the happiness, joy, love, 
laughter and peace that spreads 
across the globe and brings all people 
from diff erent nations together to en-
joy the holiday.

Third is the holiness that is felt. It 
is the strongest and most wonderful 
feeling whenever it fl oods your heart 
and makes you feel better than you 
ever have before.

Fourth is all the happy faces that I 
see. It is absolutely heartwarming 
and wondrous to see so many people 
bond and grow strong together and 
fi nd peace in one another. As long as I 
see others happy, I am happy as well.

Fifth and fi nally is Christ the savior 
and God the Father’s holiness that 
spreads world-wide, and His word 
that is heard every day of the season. 
And with that time off  I want to grow 
my faith whenever I can, and I hope 
you all do that same holy act and grow 
close to God and follow his words for 
all of eternity and forevermore. 

Hope you enjoy the season!

—Braydee Delyea, Gr. 6, 
Hochfeld School

From Pg. 25

What’s Christmas Story?
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Winkler Royals add 4-3 SO win to their record
Jayme Janzen made 43 saves in net 

for the Royals, as Red River outshot 
Winkler 46-34.

With that, Winkler is in fi fth place 
in the standings with a 5-3-1 record 
and 11 points, the Morden Bombers 
are in eighth place at 4-3-0-1 and nine 

points, and the Altona Maroons are in 
10th and last place at 1-8-1 and three 
points.

Topping the standings heading 
into the holidays is Portage in fi rst 
(16 points), Ste Anne in second (16 
points), Ile des Chenes in third (14 

points), and Red River in fourth (12 
points).

This week’s only local game sees the 
Bombers host the Royals Thursday 
night to close out 2022.

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Wintry weather meant the Winkler 
Flyers only played one game this past 
week, and they made it a good one.

Their scheduled home game against 
the Steinbach Pistons got postponed 
Friday night, but Niverville made it 
to town two nights later, though they 
may have wished they didn’t.

Winkler was the only one to do any 

scoring through the fi rst two periods, 
with Lucas Ens lighting up the score-
board with 14 seconds to go in the 
fi rst and then Jayce Legaarden, Dal-
ton Andrew, and Zach Nichols mak-
ing it a 4-0 rout in the second.

Carter Dittmer then contributed a 
goal early in the fi nal period to make 
it 5-0 for the home team.

The Nighthawks fi nally managed 
to get one and then two past Winkler 

netminder Aiden Comeau in the last 
10 minutes of the game, but it wasn’t 
nearly enough to close the gap, giving 
Winkler the win 5-2.

Comeau made 36 saves overall as 
Niverville outshot Winkler 38-37.

The Flyers wrap up 2022 with two 
more games, hosting Portage this 
Wednesday and then playing in Stein-
bach on New Year’s Eve. 

Flyers best Niverville Nighthawks 5-2

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Royals were the lone lo-
cal team to take to the ice in the South 
Eastern Manitoba Hockey League last 
week.

They hosted the Red River Wild Sat-
urday night and battled their way to a 
4-3 shootout victory.

Winkler had a 2-0 lead after 20 min-
utes thanks to goals from Remi Lau-
rencelle and Austin Wiebe. 

The Wild evened things out with an 
unanswered goal in the second pe-
riod. Jamie Thiessen then pulled the 
Royals back into the lead 3-2 at 17:35 
in the third, only to have the Wild 
manage a powerplay goal with 28 
seconds left on the clock to force over-
time.

The extra minutes solved nothing, 
and it took a shootout for a decision 
in Winkler's favour.

Thunder dominateThunder dominate
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Lyndon Friesen celebrating five decades of reffing local hockey
By Lori Penner

Hockey Manitoba and the Altona 
Minor Hockey Association are con-
gratulating Level 3 offi  cial Lyndon 
Friesen, who has been offi  ciating Al-
tona Minor Hockey for 51 consecutive 
years, including 41 years in the Zone 
IV High School Hockey League.

Minor Hockey president Wes Hil-
debrand says it’s quite a feat to have 
offi  ciated for that long, ensuring that 
the game is safe, fair, and played 
within the rules.

“It takes a great amount of patience 
and perseverance to ref for that many 
years. Reffi  ng is something that often 
goes unrecognized in the communi-
ty, and it takes a lot of strength to do 
that for fi ve decades. He’s been part 
of Altona’s hockey scene for as long 
as many residents can remember. It’s 
quite an achievement.”

Plans for an offi  cial congratulatory 
ceremony were in place last week but 
were cancelled due to a snowstorm. 
Hildebrand says there will be a for-
mal acknowledgment of Friesen’s te-
nacity to the role in the near future.

Friesen remembers how it all start-
ed.

“Conley Kehler and I just came 
off  a practice with a local team, and 
Eugene Letkeman said, ‘Hey guys, 
here’s some jerseys, you’re reffi  ng the 
game now.’”

From there, the two friends contin-
ued to ref together for many years, 
often mentoring other referees. 

“In the Pembina Valley, you need 
a mentor out there, to train new of-
fi cials. I still do a lot of mentoring 

now,” says Friesen. Kehler eventually 
stopped reffi  ng. “But I just kept going, 
and I haven’t missed a single year.”

People have been congratulating 
him for sticking with it for so long, 
but Friesen says it all starts with a 
love for hockey. 

“It’s really about that and keeping 
the game safe for the kids. That’s at 
the heart of all those hours on the ice.”

Reffi  ng has taught him patience, he 
says. 

“It can test you sometimes. You have 
to make an unbelievable number of 
decisions in a game. It keeps me sharp, 
and but it’s also taught me what to do 

in tough situations. And watching 
kids excel—I love it. Watching them 
do well and grow. I used to ref so 
much I’d watch kids who could bare-
ly skate at the beginning of the year, 
and by the end of the year they were 
great skaters. To watch them progress 
from the fall to spring was incredible. 
You also build a lot of good relation-
ships with coaches.”

As a referee, he says you remember 
three sets of kids out there.

“You remember those that end up in 
the penalty box every game, and you 
remember those that score multiple 
goals every game. You remember the 

Hawks wrap up 2022 with loss to Interlake
six points, and Pembina Valley’s re-
cord of 5-11-1 has them trailing East-
man by four. Leading the way in the 
upper half of the standings are the 

Winnipeg Ice at 31, Westman at 26 
and the Winnipeg Avros and Yellow-
head at 23 points.

The Hawks return to action in the 

new year on the road as they face 
Westman in Hartney  Jan. 6 and Yel-
lowhead in Shoal Lake Jan. 7.

By Lorne Stelmach

The male U18 Pembina Valley 
Hawks were working to hold on to 
third place as the year-end break 
neared this week.

Their lone game of this past week 
saw them defeat the Interlake Light-
ning 4-1. Their scheduled Friday 
game against the Winnipeg Bruins 
was postponed due to poor weather.

With one game remaining in 2022 

this Wednesday against the Winni-
peg Wild, the Hawks were 17-5-4 for 
38 points. They trail the Bruins at 43 
and Brandon at 47 points while sit-
ting  just one point up on the Wild 
and Winnipeg Thrashers at 37 points.

Against Interlake, the Hawks led 2-1 
after one period and then put it away 
with two more goals in the middle 
frame.

Marek Miller scored twice with sin-
gles from Sebastian Hicks and Cedrik 

Robidoux. The shots on goal were 37-
32 in favor of the Hawks, with Bryson 
Yaschyshyn making 31 saves between 
the posts.

The Hawks will return to action in 
the new year with the challenge of  
having three games over three days 
against the Thrashers. That kicks off  
Friday, Jan. 6 in Winnipeg and then 
continues Saturday, Jan. 7 in Morden 
before concluding Sunday, Jan. 8 in 
Morris.

Male Hawks down Lightning 4-1

By Lorne Stelmach

The female U18 Pembina Valley 
Hawks were not able to close out 2022 
on a winning note.

The Interlake Lightning took period 
leads of 1-0 and 2-0 Sunday in Mor-
den as they edged the Hawks 3-1. A 
game scheduled for Friday in Morden 
against the Central Plains Capitals 
was postponed due to the weather.

Haylee Grenier scored the lone goal 
for the Hawks in the third period, 
while Kaylee Franz took the loss in 
goal with 18 saves.

With the victory, Interlake pulled 
even with the Hawks at 11 points, but 
Pembina Valley ranks sixth with two 
games in hand as well as one more 
victory.

Central Plains brings up the rear at 

ones that make the games interesting 
and the ones that make the games a 
success.”

Looking back on some of the high-
lights of his years as an offi  cial, Friesen 
says the most memorable games were 
the ones that took him outside the so-
called box.

“Doing the outdoor Zone 4 Classic 
in 2017 at the Rosenfeld rink was defi -
nitely a highlight,” he says. “That was 
a lot of fun. I also did some reffi  ng at 
a college exhibition game in Altona. 
And reffi  ng at my daughter and son’s 
games is also something that really 
stands out.”

Another highlight was a stormy day 
in Altona when the refs didn’t show 
up for senior hockey. 

“It was the Altona Maroons against 
Morden I think, so Conley and I did 
was what was called a Texas two-
man, and that was really memorable, 
too.”

A typical year used to see Friesen 
covering hundreds of games and log-
ging countless hours and miles. “I’m 
not doing as many as I used to, but I’ll 
still be reffi  ng as long as I can. We have 
to certify every year, and even during 
COVID, I did register and even reff ed 
a couple of games the weekend we 
got shut down.”

He says he’s grateful for all the sup-
port he’s received through the years.

“I thank the community for putting 
up with me this long. I’m no diff erent 
than anybody else. I ref good games, 
and I ref bad games, but at the end of 
the day, I can certainly say I tried my 
best and I enjoyed it.”

Lyndon Friesen has been Lyndon Friesen has been 
a local hockey ref for 51 a local hockey ref for 51 
years.years.
 SUPPLIED PHOTO SUPPLIED PHOTO
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Twisters break for the holidays on a high note
By Lorne Stelmach

The Pembina Valley Twisters go into 
the MMJHL Christmas break riding a 
three-game win streak.

They extended their run Sunday 
in Morris by outscoring the St. Bon-
iface Riels 7-5. A game scheduled 
Friday with the Charleswood Hawks 

was postponed due to the inclement 
weather.

The Twisters scored three in the fi rst 
period and another three unanswered 
goals early in the third then withstood 
a late push by the Riels.

Joel Vigier and Riley Goertzen each 
scored a pair for Pembina Valley, with 

Nico Vigier, Keston Worley, and Der-
ek Wiebe also contributing goals. 

The Riels outshot the Twisters 46-26. 
Logan Enns earned the win in goal 
with 41 saves.

Pembina Valley goes into the break 
having inched up to seventh place 
with their record having reached .500 

at 9-9-3-1 for 22 points. They are three 
ahead of St. Boniface and just one and 
two points behind Charleswood and 
Transcona.

The Twisters now don’t return to 
action until Sunday, Jan. 8 when they 
head to Winnipeg to face the Raiders.

 

Morden youth, adult synchronized skating teams take to the ice

By Lorne Stelmach

Synchronized skating not only con-
tinues to be a strong draw in Morden 
but has grown this year to include a 
new adult team.

And with the long-awaited return 
to competition in the works post-pan-
demic—including the fi rst one of the 
season right here in Morden—there is 
plenty of cause for excitement.

“It’s really exciting especially be-
cause the pandemic put a pause on 
all synchronized skating. Last year, 
we were allowed to skate, but there 
were no competitions, so this will be 
the fi rst competition since February 
2019,” said Asten McGill, who is not 
only team manager of the Pembi-
na Pizazz but a member of the adult 
team as well as competition chair for 
the Jan. 21 Crocus Open in Morden.

“It’s going to be really exciting to 
compete. We’re coming into it as a 
new adult team ... we don’t really 
have expectations ... but it’s exciting,” 
said Kyla Itterman, who like McGill 
is a fellow adult team skater whose 
daughter is also involved in the pro-
gram.

“I think it’s really exciting to have 
everyone back in person,” said Sarah 
Kagan, who is a member of one of the 
youth teams. “I know last year we did 
a lit bit of competing virtually where 
we sent in a video, but it wasn’t the 
same, and we never really got that as-
pect of cheering everyone on ... I think 
that’s even a really fun part of it.”

The Pembina Pizazz synchronized 
skating program is now well estab-
lished in the Morden area.

The skaters meet to train and prac-
tice every Sunday from October to 
March. There are two youth teams: 
one for ages six to 12 and the other for 
12-17-year-olds.

New this year is the adult team that 
has eight female skaters and one male 
skater, ranging in age from early 20s 
to 40-something.

McGill believes the popularity of 
adult synchronized skating teams is 
growing everywhere, although she 
noted it does come as a surprise to 
many people.

“Lots of people don’t realize ... we’re 
met with disbelief,” she said.  “Kyla 
convinced me to come back. Skat-
ing can be life-long. Coming back 22 
years later and still being able to do it 
and to watch my kid and compete at 
the same time as her kind of makes it 
special.”

“A few years ago, I started skating 
onan adult team in Notre Dame, and 
I would drive once a week to Notre 
Dame,” noted Itterman.

“I love to skate and wanted to stay 
in it, but I wanted something that was 
closer to home and more convenient, 
so I bugged Asten several times ... and 
it was well, okay, we can start one 
here. So I’m very excited about it.

“We’ve got a really good group,” 
she continued. “Lots of them haven’t 
skated in a long time, so we had a 
couple weeks of just kind of getting 
those skills back ... it’s been fun to put 
the program together, and I think it’s 
going well.”

“Everybody on the team has a back-
ground in skating,” noted McGill.

There is a particular appeal to syn-
chronized skating in that they are us-
ing their skating skills in a diff erent 
way.

“I think just bringing the team aspect 
of it for the girls makes it successful,” 
said McGill. “Skating by yourself is 
always fun and challenging and re-
warding in itself, but when you do 
synchro, you get the skating and the 
teamwork aspect of it.”

“It’s defi nitely the team aspect that 
is appealing to me. In fi gure skating, 
so much of what we do is individual, 
so it’s nice to have the option to skate 
as a team,” agreed Itterman.

“And Pam Parker has been with 
the program from the beginning, and 

she’s just a phenomenal coach, and 
the kids all just love her, so that is a 
draw as well.”

“I think it’s really important for us to 
have that option to skate as a team,” 
said Kagan. 

“The synchro team has been around 
a long time, and every single year, 
even though it’s kind of a new slate 
because some people graduate and 
new ones come in, it’s always amaz-
ing to see how the team comes togeth-
er in the end.”

The excitement is building now 
as the fi rst competition in Morden 
draws near. That will be followed by 
the prairie regional in Yorkton in Feb-
ruary and a third competition in Por-
tage  la Prairie mid-March.

It is expected there could be over a 
dozen teams from all over Manitoba 
coming to Morden Jan. 21, as well as 
up to three teams from Thunder Bay.

“We’re all really looking forward to 
it,” said McGill.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
The Morden synchronized skating youth and adult teams are gearing up to host their fi rst competition of the season next 
month: the Crocus Open Jan. 21, featuring teams from across the province.

Local teams hosting 
Crocus Open next 
month
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Bonspiel winnersBonspiel winners
Team Holliston were the big winners at the Morden 
Curling Club’s Men’s Curling Bonspiel earlier this 
month. Left: Terry Holliston, Vaughn Mayert, 
Jeff  Hildebrand, and Mike Oberg won the Rocky 
Mountain Equipment Main Event. Winners of 
the Crocus Realty “Hot Shots” and the Syngenta 
Canada B event were the Titchkosky Rink: Marcus 
Titchkosky, Thomas Titchkosky, Gord Titchkosky, 
and Owen Storey.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

By Ty Dilello

Elm Creek’s Corinne Schroeder has 
put her whole hometown on her back 
as she is soaring to new heights in the 
hockey world.

The 23-year-old netminder is play-
ing professional hockey at the highest 
level of women’s hockey in the world 
with the PHF’s Boston Pride and has 
her sights set on Team Canada.

Schroeder started playing hockey 
when she was just four years old, af-
ter fi rst learning to skate at the age of 
three.

“I started playing Timbits hockey 
in Elm Creek with a lot of my friends 
and classmates,” said Schroeder. “I 
learned to play all positions, as you 
typically do at such a young age. We 
all rotated playing in goal, and some 
liked it more than others. I was one 
who enjoyed the challenge of goalten-
ding and wasn’t afraid of the puck, so 
I continued to rotate between goal-
tending and forward as I grew older. 
I didn’t commit to playing in goal full 
time until the age of 12 or so when I 
joined my fi rst spring hockey team. 
From then on, I still occasionally 
played forward, but mostly focused 
on goaltending.”

Growing up in Elm Creek helped 
Schroeder get to where she is today 
by giving her an early start into hock-
ey and helping her develop a love for 
the game at a young age.

“I have my dad and Ken Froese to 
thank for that. They were my fi rst 
coaches and made hockey practice 
the most exciting part of the week for 
me! Carman also was very important 
to my development because it was 
where I fi rst played on a girls’ hockey 
team.”

Initially tending goal for the Pembi-
na Valley Hawks, Schroeder moved 
into Winnipeg in 2015 to attend Bal-
moral Hall for her fi nal two years of 
high school, which was essential to 

her development as a goaltender and 
as a student.

“The consistent goalie coaching that 
I received at Balmoral Hall helped 
me become more consistent and 
well-rounded as a goaltender. As a re-
sult, I received my fi rst invitation to 
a Hockey Canada camp and was se-
lected to Team Manitoba the follow-
ing year. As a student, Balmoral Hall 
helped prepare me for university and 
the challenges of balancing school-
work and hockey.”

When it was time to settle on a col-
lege after high school, Schroeder had 
her choice from virtually any college 
she wanted. In the end, she chose Bos-
ton University, where she spent four 
years, before transferring to Quinnip-
iac for her fi nal year of school.

Schroeder enjoyed her time in col-
lege at both Boston University and 
Quinnipiac (Vermont) as she had 
great experiences at both schools, 
consistently putting up top numbers 
all fi ve seasons for goaltenders across 
women’s college hockey.

“I am very grateful for the opportu-
nities I had to play for both teams and 
for the education I received as well. 
Playing in Boston and getting to expe-
rience the city was very diff erent from 
rural Manitoba, but I grew to love it 
very quickly. Although I only had one 
year at Quinnipiac, we had a great 
season, and I’m thankful to have got-
ten to experience a diff erent program 
and face diff erent opponents.”

Schroeder completed dual bachelor’s 
degrees with honours at Boston Uni-
versity, earning both a BSc in health 
science (magna cum laude) from the 
College of Health and Rehabilitation 
Sciences (Sargent College) and a BA 
in psychology (cum laude). She holds 
an MBA from Quinnipiac and would 
like to start a physical-therapy prac-
tice after she’s fi nished playing hock-
ey someday in the future.

Schroeder had fi rst started consider-

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Elm Creek’s Corinne Schroeder has put her whole hometown on her back as she is 
soaring to new heights in the hockey world. The 23-year-old netminder is playing 
professional hockey at the highest level of women’s hockey in the world with the 
PHF’s Boston Pride and has her sights set on Team Canada.

Corinne Schroeder is the pride of Elm Creek  

ing her professional hockey options 
following her fi nal college season at 
Quinnipiac. After some discussion 
with a few teams, she negotiated a 
contract with the Boston Pride of the 
Premier Hockey Foundation (PHF) 
and signed for the 2022-23 season.

Schroeder is having a dream start to 
her fi rst professional season. Going 
into Christmas, she is undefeated in 
net as she boasts a 7-0-0 record with a 
1.91 goals against average and a .944 
save percentage with four shutouts.  

“So far, I am really enjoying my fi rst 
season in pro hockey. It has been a bit 
of an adjustment from college hock-
ey, but I am enjoying the challenge. 
We’ve had a great start to our season, 
and I’m excited to see how we prog-
ress in the second half.”

Looking to the future, Schroeder 
dreams of one day playing for Team 

Canada at a World Championships or 
Olympics. It’s a dream that is looking 
more like a real possibility with the 
way she has been playing so far at the 
professional level.   

Schroeder was previously invited to 
the Hockey Canada National Wom-
en’s Development Team Summer 
Camps in 2020, 2021, and 2022 and 
has also participated in a number of 
other national women’s development 
team events, fi rst in 2018.

“Team Canada has been one of my 
life goals since I was a young child. I 
remember doing a writing exercise in 
class about our futures, and the fi rst 
thing on my list was to play for Team 
Canada at the Olympics one day. It’s 
a goal that I am still striving for and 
working hard to achieve.”



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery and 
autos. No item too 
large! Best prices paid, 
cash in hand. Phone Alf 
at 204-461-1649.

LAKESIDE
FLIGHT ACADEMY
Want to learn how to 
fl y? Interested in a ca-
reer as a commercial 
pilot? Lakeside Flight 
School is the most af-
fordable in Canada. We 
have students from all 
over the world. We offer 
fl ight training & ground 
school (air law, navi-
gation, meteorology, 
aeronautics general 
knowledge). Call 204-
642-4799.

WINKLER MUSIC
ACADEMY

Accepting music stu-
dents year round for 
electric/acoustic and 
bass guitar as well as 
music theory for all in-
struments. Enrol any-
time. Visit www.winkler-
musicacademy.com or 
call 204-331-3722.

WANTED
I want to own a pinball 
machine! If you have 
one for sale working or 
not working, or know 
where one is, please 
call 204-960-9976.

–––––––––––––––––

RELIGION
If you do not know Je-
sus before you die, 
Heaven will not be your 
home. Paid Advertise-
ment

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS 
RELEASES - Have 
a newsworthy item 
to announce? Hav-
ing a Christmas/win-
ter event? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.

NOTICES
MERRY CHRIST-
MAS & HAPPY HOLI-
DAYS from the entire 
Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Associa-
tion including all of the 
32 dedicated Weekly 
Community Newspa-
pers that serve you 
each week faithfully in 
your communities. The 
MCNA Board of Direc-
tors, Publishers, Edi-
tors, Journalists, Pho-
tographers, Newspaper 
Staff and the MCNA 
Offi ce Staff would like 
to thank you for trusting 
us with your Business, 
News, Advertising, 
and On-going Support 
throughout 2022. May 
2023 be a Healthy, 
Happy, and Prosperous 
year for you and your 
families! www.mcna.
com

HEALTH
Are you suffering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & carti-
lage cell regeneration 
& development. Stone-
wood Elk Ranch Ltd., 
204-467-8884 or e-mail 
stonewoodelkranch@
mymts.net

Classifi eds Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - 
Call 325-6888 or Email 

ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

CAREERS

CAREERS

LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER

Bunge Altona has an opening for a Maintenance Mechanic/Mill-
wright. Work involves process equipment installation, mainte-
nance and repair, lubrication, steel fabrication and welding. 
Preference will be given to those candidates holding a valid pro-
vincial Millwright or Industrial Mechanic ticket. Candidates who do 
not hold a valid ticket will be expected to enrol in the apprentice-
ship program to obtain their ticket as soon as possible. 
Overtime and on-call duties are required. The successful applicant 
will possess excellent written and verbal communication skills, 
trouble shooting skills, and be a team player.
The following would be considered an asset for this position: 

 facility

This is a regular full time position providing an excellent wage and 
benefits package. Bunge is committed to providing a safe, healthy, 
and rewarding workplace for all employees. 
A job description for this position can be found online on the 
Bunge website: https://jobs.bunge.com/.  enter “Altona” in the field 
“Search by Location” . Click on “Maintenance Worker” to read the 
description. Applications should be made online with an attached 
resume. 

Bunge Canada is an equal opportunity employer.

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC/MILLWRIGHT

TABOR HOME INC. 
IS HIRING:

Job Type: Full-Time (1.0 FTE), Permanent
Please email your resume to:

taborhomeboard@wcchurch.ca
Please visit our website at www.taborhome.ca for 

details on Qualifications and documentation required 
for this position as well as other vacant positions 

available at Tabor Home.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

OFFICER

Land for Sale by Tender
Completed Tenders and a $20,000.00 deposit will be received 
up to 12:00 PM (noon) on January 25, 2023 (the “Deadline”) at:
 MLT Aikins LLP
 30th Floor - 360 Main Street 
 Winnipeg, MB    R3C 4G1
 Attn: Jilian P. Stefanson 
 Ph: 204-957-4713    Fax: 204-957-0840
 Email:jstefanson@mltaikins.com
Property for Sale Between Kaleida and Darlingford
Hwy # 3 Road Access:
4 titles comprising: 
 NW 11-3-8 WPM
 SW 11-3-8 WPM
(approximately 317.41 acres) all as more particularly described 
in the Real Estate Tender Form. To obtain a Tender Form or 
more information, contact Jilian P. Stefanson of MLT Aikins 
LLP at the address above.
Conditions of Tender
1.  Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and 
 knowledge of the property. 
2.  Tenders must be in the form prepared by MLT Aikins LLP 
 and must be delivered by the Deadline. 
3.  Each Tender must be accompanied by a certified cheque,  
 payable to MLT Aikins LLP (in trust), in the amount of 
 $20,000.00. 
4.  Deposits for Tenders not accepted will be returned to the 
 bidders. 
5.  The possession date and the due date of the balance of 
 tender price shall be February 15, 2023 (the “Due Date”).   
6. If the  balance of the accepted tender is not paid on the 
 Due Date, the deposit paid may be forfeited as liquidated 
 damages.
7.  Successful bidders shall be responsible for payment of 
 the  GST or shall self-assess GST. 
8.  Successful bidders will be responsible for the payment of  
 property taxes commencing January 1, 2023.  
9.  Highest Tender or any Tender will not necessarily be 
 accepted. The Vendors are not obligated to sell any of 
 the land, or to accept any Tender. 

SENIOR RENTALS

 1240 sq. ft., 1 bdrm with a den. 
Heated garage parking is available. 
Rent includes all utilities, yard care, 

snow removal and more. 
Email Cindy at cindyek@mts.net

or call 204-362-7151
for more information.

OAK WEST ESTATES 
HAS 1 SUITE AVAILABLE.

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

Call: 204-467-5836 or Email: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

FIND THE RIGHT PERSON FOR THE 
POSITION with an 

EMPLOYMENT/CAREERS AD in

 Call 204-467-5836

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

BOOK YOUR BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT

 Call 467-5836 Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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ATTN: COPORATE RE-ORGANIZATION
Winkler Community 

Development Corporation Ltd
O/A Winkler/Stanley Economic
 Development Formerly Winkler
 Industrial Development Co. Ltd.

Invite all Shareholders 
who believe they have shares in the 

Winkler Community 
Development Corporation Ltd. 

To please contact our office by calling 
204-312-0326 or email info@wsedc.ca 

no later than January 30, 2023.

Information Required: Name, 
Address, # of shares and 

certificate numbers

SENIOR RENTALS

1 bdrm with a den, 1085 sq. ft. 1 ½ 
bath. Open spacious floor plan, in 

suite laundry hook ups, indoor heated 
garage parking available, and more. 
Email Cindy at cindyek@mts.net

or call 204-362-7151
for more information.

Garden Park Estates 
has one suite available.



Reporter/Photographer
Wanted

Are you a natural born storyteller with an eye for 
photography and a passion for community news?
Carman-Dufferin Standard is currently seeking 
a full-time reporter and photographer to join 
its multi award-winning weekly community 
newspaper. 
We are looking for someone who is both 
motivated and passionate about being the best 
outlet of interesting and breaking news stories 
and event coverage in the Carman-Dufferin area 
and surrounding area communities. 

Qualifications: 

or equivalent experience in a related field

interest in social media 

news judgement 

to consistently source and write a wide range 
of stories and cover events in a fair, balanced 
and accurate manner

on a flexible work schedule including both 
evenings and weekends to meet our weekly 
editorial deadline

meetings 

 Knowledge of CP Style and about the Interlake 
and its surrounding communities would be an 
asset 

Please forward your resumé along with 
three writing and photography samples to:

Lana Meier

STANDARD
The Carman-Dufferin

FARMLAND TENDERCAREER

FARM LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER IN 
THE MUNICIPALITY OF PEMBINA

Sealed tenders in writing for the purchase of the property described 
below will be received by McCulloch Mooney Johnston Selby LLP 
as follows:

McCULLOCH MOONEY JOHNSTON SELBY LLP
351 Main Street, 

Box 279, Manitou, MB R0G 1G0
PROPERTY FOR SALE: 
PARCEL I:
NW ¼ OF SECTION 24-3-8 WPM
(Approximately 110 cultivates acres, 32 acres of hay land, 18 acres of 
bush and yard site)
Yard site is currently vacant (no buildings). Perfect site to build on. 
PARCEL II:
NE 1/4 OF SECTION 24-3-8 WPM
(Approximately 115 cultivated acres, 40 acres of hay land, 5 acres of 
bush)
CONDITIONS OF TENDER
1.  Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and 
 knowledge of the property.
2. Tenders may be placed on all or part of the above described parcels 
 of land.
3. Tenders must be received on or before 3:00 p.m. on January 13, 
 2023.
4. A deposit cheque in the amount of $25,000.00, payable to 
 McCulloch Mooney Johnston Selby Trust, must accompany each 
 Tender. Deposit cheques accompanying unacceptable bids will be 
 returned.
5. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE
1. The bidder whose tender is accepted will be required to complete  
 an agreement covering terms and conditions of sale.
2. In addition to the deposit, the balance of the accepted tender must  
 be paid on or before the date of closing which shall be 
 February 16, 2023, or evidence provided that the purchase funds 
 will be available under conditions acceptable to the Vendor.  If the 
 balance of the accepted tender is not paid within the set time limit 
 the deposit may be forfeited as liquidated damages and not 
 as a penalty.
3. Possession is not authorized until acceptable arrangements for full 
 payment are made following acceptance of tender. Once 
 arrangements acceptable to the vendor have been made, the 
 successful bidder may have access to the property for seeding and 
 other farming purposes. 
4. Successful bidder will be responsible for real property taxes 
 commencing January 1, 2023.
5. The purchaser shall be responsible for payment of GST or shall 
 self-assess for GST.
6. The land is not subject to a first right of refusal. 

For further information, contact Chris H. Bowler
Phone: 204-242-2801

Fax: 204-242-2723
Email: chris@mmjslaw.com

Please Label Envelopes: “24-3-8 WPM Tender”

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!

50,000 BATTERIES
IN STOCK

*Auto *Farm *Marine
*Construction *ATV
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Phones *Computers
*Solar Systems & design
* Everything Else!

THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St.

Winnipeg
TF 1-877-775-8271
www.batteryman.ca

NEEDED FOR WINTER 
ROAD DELIVERIES

in MB & NW Ont.
Earn as much as 36k in 3 

months
(800) 665-4302 ext. 251

or email:
orderdesk@penneroil.ca

CLASS 1 TRUCK 
DRIVERS
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Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

BOOK YOUR ANNOUNCEMENT TODAY
• BIRTHDAYS 
• MARRIAGES
• ANNIVERSARIES 

• OBITUARIES 
• IN MEMORIAMS
• ENGAGEMENTS  

• BIRTHS
• THANK YOUS
• GRADUATIONS CALL: 467-5836

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

Starting a new Starting a new 
business?business?  

Call us -Call us -
 We have  We have 

everything everything 
you need to you need to 

promote promote 
your businessyour business

Call 
204-467-5836



CAREERS

Scoular is looking for a 

PLANT MANAGER 
to oversee their Bird Food Plant in 

Winkler, MB

Resumes to be sent to:

Sgordon@scoular.com
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PUZZLE NO. 524

ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 524

Copyright © 2010, Penny Press

ACROSS
1. Steeple part
6. Pouchlike part
9. Venetian ruler
13. Anglers' boots
15. Purplish shade
17. Poet Pound
18. Glacial cover
19. Embarrass
20. Sow's mate
21. Fuel for KITT
22. Hat
24. Mulligan ____
26. Zip
27. Allied by nature
29. Theft
31. Enchant
34. Iron, e.g.
35. Manners
36. Desert retreat
38. Dress for Caesar
41. Militarize
42. Ape
44. Place of worship
46. Equestrian's leash

48. Dizziness
50. Mexican

food item
51. Reason
53. Buzzing insect
55. Roll
56. Gauzy fabric
57. Moonlike
58. Untrue
60. Circle around
62. Aquatic mammal
64. Rapid ____
67. Skirt panel
68. Bad actor
69. Straightforward
71. "The ____ is

mightier . . ."
72. Poorly lit
75. Of the ear
77. Cleanse
79. Convert to

a cryptogram
82. Go up
83. Dinghy support
84. Muss

85. Farr's feature
86. Lease
87. Attack

DOWN
1. Gulp
2. Tropical rodent
3. Roman date
4. Family room
5. Gay Nineties, e.g.
6. Bro or sis
7. Cry of dismay
8. Large dwellings
9. Society gal
10. Atmosphere

layer
11. Wheat, for one
12. Ahead of

schedule
14. Tear apart
15. Tyke
16. Bamboozle
23. Revenue
25. Ire

27. Overpowering
respect

28. "____ of the
Spider Woman"

30. Influence
31. Northern
32. Weasel
33. Barbers' trim
34. Newsreel maker
35. "Eyes of Laura

____"
37. Soft fabric
39. Pin-up girl
40. Blame
43. College vine
44. Adult scrod
45. Whetstone
47. Sheer curtain

fabric
49. Mechanic's milieu
52. Body

54. Yonder
57. Exact
59. Grabbed a bite
61. Having two feet
63. Work for nine
64. Rose spike
65. Percentage
66. Not right
70. Cathedral part
71. "____ Sematary"
72. Makeshift bed
73. Loiter
74. Run into
76. Bee chaser
78. Use a bench
80. Head
81. Prompter's

offering

 
4. Consciousness

 5. Type of sarcoma
 6. Tax collector
 7. Sun up in New York
 8. One who scorches
 9. Influential psychotherapist
10. Situated at an apex
11. Communicative
12. Forearm nerve
13. Former CIA
19. Folk singer DiFranco
21. Employee stock ownership 

plan
24. Large-scale
25. School environment
26. Remove
27. Male parents
31. Large rodent
32. Weighed down
34. Held tightly

35. __ route: going there
36. Explains again
40. Exclamation of surprise
41. Courteously
45. Lying down
47. Judge
48. Forcefully took
52. Loosely compacted sediment
53. High mountain
54. Portable conical tents
56. Cereal grass
57. Dining utensil
59. Thoughtful
60. Helps you walk
61. Indicates near
62. Midway between northeast 

and east
63. Local area network

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Product or __ (abbr.)
 4. Zodiac sign
 9. S. China seaport
14. Former OSS
15. Early English printer
16. Aphid genus
17. General’s assistant (abbr.)
18. Aussies
20. Dissuades
22. Make law
23. Drench
24. Soak in a liquid
28. Male child
29. It cools your home
30. Small constellation
31. To call (archaic)
33. Explores beneath the Earth
37. Commercial
38. W. hemisphere organization
39. You can find it in a can
41. “Land of the free”
42 36 inches
43. Footwear
44. Challenges
46. They hold things together
49. Of I
50. Partner to flow
51. Not connected by kinship
55. Worries
58. Garlic mayonnaise
59. A way to take by force
60. Legendary English rockers
64. Your consciousness of your 

own identity
65. Fencing swords
66. Silly
67. Actor DiCaprio
68. Encircles with a belt
69. Mails a message
70. Longing

CLUES DOWN
 1. Horse mackerels
 2. It can be viral
 3. Prickly plants

take a break
> GAMES

Sudoku Answer

Crossword Answer

EMPLOYMENT

NOW HIRING 
 

Boyne Lodge in Carman is now  
accepting applications for the  

following positions: 
 

 

Food Services Manager 
 

 
Cook Level 1
Cook Level 2
Cook Level 3 

 

It is important that you indicate which  
position(s) you are applying for and  

expected wage range in your cover letter. 
 

 

Resumes with references  
will be accepted by email only to:   

tyler@townofcarman.com 
 
 
 

Only successful applicants chosen for an   
interview will be contacted. 

 

Boyne Lodge in Carman is 
looking to hire motivated 

individuals for;

Kitchen Manager

Send resume to:
info@boynecare.ca

Join our Team!

Training is provided

Announcements
Book Your Classifi ed Ad 

Today - Call 467-5836 

Classifi eds



Your memory will live forever Engraved within our hearts

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Gertrude Dueck
On Monday, December 12, 2022 at 7:00 a.m., Gertrude passed 

away peacefully at Eastview Place at the age of 90 years.

She was born on August 8, 1932 to Cornelius and Katherine 

Dueck in the Amsterdam district, Northeast of Altona. She was a 

sister to fi ve siblings and attended the Amsterdam school. 

Gertrude was baptized upon the confession of her faith, and 

joined the Sommerfeld Church.

Most of her working years were spent working at the hospital. 

She started in the laundry department, then became a nurse’s 

aide, and her fi nal working years were spent in CSR. She was very 

jolly, and willing to help others. She enjoyed singing in the church 

choir. Even after a long day of work, she was often willing to cut 

people‘s hair and give perms.

She was predeceased by her parents Cornelius and Katherine, 

and her two brothers Henry and Martin and their wives.

She is survived by three sisters Tina, Margaret, and Mary (George), and numerous nieces and 

nephews. 

Funeral service was held on December 15, 2022 at the Altona Sommerfeld Mennonite Church 

with burial at the Altona Cemetery.

Donations in memory of Gertrude may be made to a charity of one’s choice.

Wiebe Funeral Home Altona

in care of arrangements

www.wiebefhaltona.com James Taylor Young
1953 – 2022

James Young, age 69 of Gretna and briefl y of Morden, MB 

passed away peacefully at Boundary Trails Health Centre on 

Tuesday, December 13, 2022 with his three daughters by his 

side.

Jamie is survived by three daughters, three sons-in-law, 

two foster sons and their families.

As per Jamie’s wishes a private scattering of his ashes will 

take place at his favourite fi shing locations at a later date.

Carol Irene Klassen (nee Epp)

1954 - 2022
On Sunday, December 11, 2022, Carol Klassen was called home 

to meet her Saviour, passing peacefully with her family by her side. 

Born on the same day, December 11, 1954, she celebrated her 

68th birthday both on earth and in heaven.

Carol is survived by two brothers, Al (Sharie) and Doug (Betty); 

her husband, Henry (Hank) Klassen and their two sons along with 

their families, Jarryd (Cally), Carter and baby soon to be born and 

Jesse (Destiny), Charlotte, Eliana, and Paris.

She was predeceased by her parents, Alex and Mary Epp, 

brother, Victor and his wife, Valerie.

Carol (known by some as Bucky) had a cheerful heart, a playful 

disposition, steadfast faith and a mothering spirit. This served her 

well as she fi lled many roles throughout her life: wife, mom, youth sponsor, dental assistant, 

sports fan, sister, friend, Auntie C and grandma. What a gift it was to be known and loved by 

Carol Klassen.

Carol’s Celebration of Life took place on Friday, December 16, 2022 at the Winkler Bergthaler 

Mennonite Church with a private interment at the Westridge Memorial Gardens.

Donations may be made in Carol’s memory to the BTHC Foundation, designated to Cancer 

Care.

The family would like to express their deep appreciation to the many people on Carol’s 

medical team: her oncologist, Dr. Anderson; Dr Dhala at BTHC, the staff at CancerCare and the 

exceptional nurses who cared for Carol during her time in Palliative: Sarah, Heidi, and Tatjana. 

Elizabeth Ann Hiebert 
(nee Loewen)
1962 - 2022

Elizabeth (Liz) Hiebert, aged 60 of Winkler, MB passed away 

surrounded by family on Sunday, December 11, 2022 after a battle 

with cancer.

Elizabeth was born on March 7, 1962 to Benno and Mary Loewen 

of Silberfeld. Elizabeth was baptized upon confession of her faith at 

the Morrow Gospel Church in Winnipeg. After Elizabeth graduated 

from the Mennonite Collegiate Institute in Gretna in 1980, she went 

on to study nursing a few years later. She graduated with an RN 

diploma in 1986 from the Grace School of Nursing at the Grace 

Hospital in Winnipeg.

With her nursing diploma in hand, she began her career in nursing. She quickly learned that 

senior care was her passion and her gift to care for the elderly. Elizabeth’s nursing career 

extended for many years, and she brought her care and compassion to each and every shift that 

she put in in her nursing career.

Elizabeth and the love of her life, John, were married on March 19, 1988. Elizabeth and John 

have enjoyed traveling together over the years whether it was by air, vehicle, motorcycle or by 

camper. They enjoyed driving and the destination, wherever the destination was.

Elizabeth enjoyed horseback riding, baking and cake decorating, knitting, crocheting, sewing, 

porcelain doll making, caring for her house plants and her biggest passion was quilting. The 

beautiful quilts she created!! Quilting was her happy place.

Elizabeth is survived by her beloved husband, John; her parents, Benno and Mary Loewen, 

Dorothy (Don Friesen) of Altona - Renae (Jack Klassen) - Adaline; Derek Friesen, Geoff Loewen 

(Hayley) of Altona - Tyler Loewen; Cody Loewen (Jozanna) - Kemper; Dylan Loewen (Brittnay), 

Greg Loewen (Crystal) of Altona - Michael Loewen Kelley; Colin Loewen Kelley (Karlie) - Marshall, 

Cassidy, Kristine (Kevin Hildebrand) of Carcross, Yukon - Bowden Hildebrand (Allison), Elma 

(David Wolfe) of Winkler - Shelley (Jean Minaudier); Sherry (Stephen Moffi t); Vicki (Stephen 

Yanyk) - Tessa; Tim Wolfe, Martha (George Olfert) of Winkler - Joshua Olfert (Chelsea); Eric Olfert 

(Abby) - Millie; Adam Olfert. Elizabeth was predeceased by three unborn children.

Liz, you have touched so many, probably more than you know and you will be missed by all. We 

will hold your memory in our hearts forever.

Funeral service was held at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, December 16, 2022 at the Altona EMMC with 

interment at Westridge Memorial Gardens in Winkler.

If friends so desire, donations may be made in Liz’s memory to Eden Mental Heath Centre 

Foundation or to the Boundary Trails Health Centre Foundation designated to palliative care.

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden

In care of arrangements

wiebefuneralhomes.com

 

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler

In care of arrangements

wiebefuneralhomes.com

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler

In care of arrangements

wiebefuneralhomes.com
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Call Call 
204-467-5836204-467-5836

Paint & 
SuppliesAuto Body

Supplies

email: info@besman.ca
www.besman.ca

1000 Dugald Road
(One block west of Lagimodiere)204-615-3050

Get The Job Done!

BizBiz
CardsCards

DEVOTION

Devotion
If you do not know 
Jesus before you die, 
Heaven will not be 
your home.

Announcements
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

IN MEMORIAM

In Memory of

Russ Friesen

1980 – 2018

We lovingly remember 

and miss him every day.

-Rick, Gloria, Colleen, Tracey

and families

Remember Your Remember Your 
Loved OnesLoved Ones    

with an Announcement in the  

Call 204-467-5836 or ads@winklermordenvoice.ca



SOUTHLAND MALL
(204) 325-4701

204-822-6069
brewnsip.com

IN-STORE BREWING

(204) 325-4798

 *Carpets *Airducts *Auto Detailing 

538 Centennial St., Winkler

Certified Professional Repair

www.fabricland.ca

15 Thornhill St., Morden

822-5423

www.huronwin.com

www.ironmenindustries.com Quality in Steel 
Phone:     (204) 325-0461

Winkler, MB 

Everyday Products” 

1-

LTD.

(204) 325-8033
240 Main St. Winkler, MB

team@jimsmithaccounting.ca
www.jimsmithaccounting.ca

325-8941

805 Stephen St, Morden 
204-822-4012

204-331-1511

dispatch@richlandtransport.com

Telus Smart Home SecurityMORDEN/WINKLER

325 Roblin Blvd E. Winkler, MB
www.idealfloorsmb.ca

(204) 325-4243
BullFrog Spas *Authorized Dealer

Your Community 
NEWSPAPER

This community page is sponsored by these local businesses.  Please support them.

Your Community 
Newspaper

truenorthelectricltd.ca

DECEMBER - REACH OUT TO THE SENIORS 
IN YOUR LIFE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

Visiting elderly relatives and friends during the holiday season is a great 
way to make them feel loved and is especially welcome if they happen to 
live alone. But if you don’t see them often, you may want to take note of 
their health and overall condition. Here are five things to look out for when 
you visit seniors for the holidays. 

1. WEIGHT LOSS
A number of conditions can cause seniors to lose their appetite, and some 
of them find cooking for one difficult. When visiting, take the time to look 
around the kitchen to find out whether the refrigerator and cupboards are 
stocked with fresh food. If not, ask if they need help getting groceries or 
cooking. Keep in mind that weight loss can also signal a serious health 
issue.

2. MEMORY LOSS
Forgetfulness itself isn’t a concern. However, signs of serious memory loss 
such as placing items in unusual places, repeating the same thing over and 
over, mixing up words, and getting lost in familiar areas may warrant a trip 
to the doctor. 

3. MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES
Depression among seniors is on the rise and those who are socially isolated 
are at an increased risk. Worrisome signs include withdrawal from social 
activities, insomnia (or oversleeping), loss of interest in hobbies, loss of 
appetite and changes in personality and mood.

4. MOBILITY ISSUES
A senior’s level of mobility can change drastically in a short period of time. Such a 
change can sometimes present a danger. It’s therefore a good idea to ensure that 

the seniors you visit during the holidays have homes that match their current 
level of mobility. Uncompleted household chores may indicate an issue. 

5. SOCIAL ISOLATION
Helping seniors combat social isolation is important, as doing so has been 
shown to reduce the likelihood of them experiencing depression and other 
mental health issues. What’s more, by remaining socially active seniors can 
prevent or mitigate cognitive impairments. If the senior you’re visiting is 
isolated, help them come up with a plan to make new friends in the new 
year. 

While holiday visits are welcome, it’s just as important to visit the seniors 
you care about throughout the year. Regular visits will keep you abreast of 
their health and overall condition and help stave off social isolation to boot.
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SCOTT CHUCK JODY
WAYNE

GREG

WWW.SOUTHLANDHONDA.COM204-325-9511
W W W . J A N Z E N C H E V R O L E T. C A

KURT MILLER
kurt@jpb.ca

 HENRY BLATZ
henry@jpb.ca

KEVIN TALBOT
kevin@jpb.ca

ROBERTO KORT
roberto@jpb.ca

honda.ca

Permit #9725

*Honda Loyalty Program, **Lease Rate, ***Vehicles not exactly as pictured.

HONDA

WAYNE CHUCK BILL JODY

690 MEMORIAL DRIVE 
W W W . H O M E T O W N F O R D . C A

Permit No. 1162

Bob Derksen Brian Derksen Konrad Friesen Mackenize Hamm

Permit #2816

690 MEMORIAL DRIVE 
W W W . H O M E T O W N F O R D . C A

Permit No. 1162Permit No. 1162

Bob Derksen Brian Derksen Konrad Friesen Mackenize Hamm

The Management 
and Staff at 

Southland Honda 
would like to take 
this opportunity 

to thank our 
customers for the 

continued support. 
We wish all a very 
Blessed Christmas 
and all the best for 

the New Year.
We look forward to 
looking after you 

in 2023.

To our valued customers 
and our community,
As some of you may already know, our 
business experienced a devastating 
accidental fire in the early morning 
hours of Thursday December 8. We 
are in the process of trying to secure 
another location where we can 
temporarily “set up shop” so that we 
can continue to provide service to our 
customers. Our sales, service and parts 
department remain open, and our 
hard-working team would be happy to 
assist and provide direction in any way 
they can, as it relates to your vehicle 
maintenance needs and questions.  

In advance, we want to say thank you 
so very much for your patience and 
understanding as we navigate this most 
challenging situation, especially as we 
head into winter. We are committed 
to providing updates to you all as we 
move forward. And again, we cannot 
say it enough, thanks for your patience. 
We will get through this!

From all of us here at Janzen’s 
we wish you and yours a 
blessed Christmas and a 

wonderful holiday season!

2021 MACH-E 
PREMIUM AWD 

FULL 
ELECTRIC

STK# NBO237

EEELELLLEEECECTTTRTRI

$72,500

JUST IN!

77KK#K# NBO2TKTKT OO 37237SSSSTST 3333237233737373777

FINANCE 
72 MTHS @ 5.49%

2022 BRONCO 
EVERGLADES 4X4 (NEW)

2017 F-150 
LARIAT 4X4
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