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Morden Cheer
distributes 220
care hampers

By Lorne Stelmach

An army of volunteers took over the large
hall of the Morden Mennonite Church for
four days last week.

Assembling and then delivering upwards
of 220 hampers within that time frame
is quite a feat for the Morden Christmas
Cheer Board.

As always, though, the community re-
ally came through for the cause, said Cheer
Board chair Carolyn Schellenberg.

“Everybody on the board has a respon-
sibility, does their share, and it all works
well,” she commented as volunteers got to
work putting together the hundreds of food
hampers, which were delivered on Dec. 16.

“It’s well organized and we have commit-
ted board members ... and we have great
volunteers,” Schellenberg said.

The Cheer Board’s mission is to provide
support for families and individuals who
need a bit of help during the Christmas
season.

The effort is supported primarily with
cash donations that are used to purchase

PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE food and toiletry items for the hampers,
Eight-year-old Judy Friesen chats with Santa Claus at the Southland Mall earlier this month. Be- but the board also gratefully receives both
fore he headed back to the North Pole in preparation for tonight's global deliveries, the Voice sat food and toy donations as well.
down with St. Nick to get the low-down on his Christmas magic. See Pg. 5 for the full story.

Continued on page 2
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~ May you truly be blessed this Christmas season
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Cheer elves hard at work

From Pg. 1

The hampers are filled with enough
food to tide a family over through the
holidays and beyond, as well as gifts
for the children to open on Christmas.

This year’s campaign
saw a jump in hamper
applications, which
Schellenberg relates
to a recent spike in
unemployment in the
area.

“It's an increase
of close to 30 [from
last year],” she said. “We’re think-
ing there’s been a lot of layoffs in the
community that’s causing it. I think
that’s the major one.”

“WE HAVE GREAT
VOLUNTEERS."

Even as the need grows, though, the
Cheer Board has remained in good
financial shape to meet the demand.

“Donations have been great,” Schel-
lenberg said, adding the benefit game
organized by the Morden Thunder
and Guns ‘N Hoses on
Dec. 13 provided a huge
boost of close to $6,000.

“They really did well
... lots of toys and lots of
food and lots of money,
too, that came in. And it
was a fun event for the
board members who
went. They really enjoyed it.

“I think we were down on toys yet,
but we were hoping to get some more
yet,” she said midway through last

F o

PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE

Volunteers pulled together to deliver over 200 Christmas Cheer

hampers throughout Morden last week. Below: Board member De-
nis Myers came out in full costume for the four-day wrapping/sort-
ing/packing event. Below and above: Some of the many volunteers

who made it all possible.

week. “If not, we go and purchase
some, too. We make sure every kid
will get a toy.”

Schellenberg thanked everyone who
came out to help pack up and deliver
the hampers. Their dedication to the
cause is heartening, she said.

“Not only do we start very early in
the morning, but we go until about

nine at night ... taking a break for
supper.

“We have a lot of new volunteers
and we have former volunteers too,”
Schellenberg said.“It’s great to see it
happen.”

p
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Federal, provincial
funding for Spenst Bros.

By Lorne Stelmach

A joint funding initiative of the pro-
vincial and federal governments will
invest $250,000 in the expansion of
Spenst Brothers Premium Meats in
Winkler.

“Business is good and they will out-
grow their current production facil-
ity. We want to see
their business grow,”
Manitoba Agricul-
ture, Food and Rural
Development Min-
ister Ron Kostyshyn
said in making the
funding announce-
ment Dec. 17.

This funding will
help with the pur-
chase of new equip-
ment to help the company scale up
their production, and will also allow
them “to accommodate increased ca-
pacity and meet the food safety prod-
uct protocols,” said Kostyshyn.

The funding will assist the company
as it plans a $2.3 million expansion,
including the purchase of more than
$1 million of new packaging systems,

GROW."

“WE WANT TO SEE
THEIR BUSINESS

conveyors, ovens, and cooling equip-
ment.

Spenst Brothers currently produces
and sells deli meats, pizzas, buns,
perogies, custom-cut and wrapped
meats, and other related products.

The company was born out of the
BSE crisis in 2003, when the United
States border was closed to Canadian
beef.

Kostyshyn spoke on
the importance of the
added value aspect of
what is a model of a
family-run business.

He commented on
how it all started with
wholesaling of the fam-
ily’s homemade piz-
zas, which are now be-
ing sold in about 50
independent stores and restaurants
across southern Manitoba.

“Manitoba is committed to helping
family-owned and local businesses
grow because we recognize how im-
portant their success is to the com-

munity and our provincial economy,”

said Kostyshyn.
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Manitoba Ag. Minister Ron Kostyshyn toured the Spenst Brothers
Premium Meats production facility in Winkler with co-owner and
manager Paul Spenst after announcing funding of $250,000 to help
with the purchase of new equipment that will be part of an overall

$2.3 million expansion at the shop.

said the support that the company
has continued to receive is over-
whelming.

“We appreciate that you've invest-
ed in our sector, he said. “When we
opened in 2003, we were humbled by
the level of support we immediately

received first from the local Winkler
area and then all of southern Mani-
toba. Today, we are again humbled
and grateful for this investment in
our business.”

Continued on page 5
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WCF presents WA+C with donations to date

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Last Thursday marked a turning
point in Winkler Arts and Culture’s
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campaign to transform the former
Park St. water treatment plant into
Winkler’s first arts and cultural cen-
tre.
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PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
From left: Winkler Arts and Culture reps Ray Derksen and Don Fries-
en, Mayor Martin Harder, and the Winkler Community Foundation'’s
Justin Funk and Myra Peters last week as the foundation handed
over the WA+C fundraising reins to the City of Winkler.

Morden area residents
price ad.

Morden

On Dec. 17, the Winkler Communi-
ty Foundation presented WA+C with
the $100,685 in donations they had
collected on the arts council’s behalf
since 2014.

“We at the foundation, we appreci-
ate the opportunity to work in part-
nership with WA+C so that they
could start raising funds for this
project,” said WCF executive direc-
tor Myra Peters.”We're excited to see
that the project is taking off.”

The community foundation has
been taking in funds and providing
receipts for the fundraising cam-
paign since late last year. Those tasks
will now officially be taken on by the
City of Winkler as of Jan. 1.

“This is a City of Winkler project
and we’ll be issuing the receipts from
here on,” said Mayor Martin Harder.
“We are delighted to be able play that
role.

“The fundraising continues,” he
added, noting the city will provide in-
terim financing if necessary to ensure
work on the initial phases of the proj-
ect can be completed on schedule.

WA+C president Ray Derksen says
they are well on their way to hitting
their initial fundraising goal.

“We’re about $50,000 short of com-
pletely finishing the Phase 1A,” he
said, noting that will include a fin-
ished gallery space and two studio
rooms.

Total donations for the project is
in the $540,000 range right now,
which puts them within reach of the

$675,000 needed to finish both parts
of phase one, the second of which in-
cludes a second gallery space. Future
phases of renovations will be tackled
in the years ahead as funding allows,
Derksen said.

Work on the site gets underway ear-
ly next month. Derksen expects it will
be open to the public by the summer.

“We're hoping ... it will be an active
building by July,” he said.“It’s been a
good two years [of planning]. We’re
as a committee very satisfied with
how it turned out. We really appreci-
ate how the city’s been behind us 100
per cent from day one.”

The community’s response to the
project makes it clear this is a facil-
ity that is desperately needed in Win-
kler, Derksen said.

“It says a lot. The community actu-
ally wants this to happen. It needs to
happen. It's something we haven’t
had for the 100 years or whatever that
this community’s been around,” he
said.

“Winkler’s never been looked at as
an arts and culture community—it’s
always been looked at sports or busi-
ness, industrial,” Derksen added.“But
it’s amazing how many artists are in
the basement that now we are going
to pull out of the basement and we
have this facility to showcase them in.
I'm stoked.”

A ground-breaking ceremony for
the WA+C centre is slated to take
place on Dec. 28 at 11 a.m. at 547 Park
Street.

Shoppers supports SCCR
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The Tree of Life campaign at Shoppers Drug Mart in Morden support-
ed the South Central Cancer Resource recently with a $3,135 dona-
tion. “Most of the money will be going to our transportation fund
because that is our biggest expense,” said the SCCR'’s Deb Thiessen.
The Tree of Life campaign has raised over $26 million nationally for
women’s health charities over the last 13 years.



By Ashleigh Viveiros

St. Nicholas is slated to make a few
thousand stops in the Winkler-Mor-
den area tonight, and so we here at
the Voice thought it would be fitting to
sit down with the jolly old elf to get
the low-down on his operations.

We caught up with Santa at the
Southland Mall centre court, where
he’s been hearing the Christmas
wishes of hundreds of kids over the
last few weeks.

After decreeing that we had been

“mostly nice” this past year, St. Nick
agreed to answer a few questions:

Voice: What’s the one thing you
want to tell Winkler-Morden kids to
do this Christmas Eve when it comes

> SPENST, FROM PG. 3

“As a family, we again commit ourselves to making

to preparing for your visit?

Santa Claus: Go to bed early! Don’t
stay up and try to catch me at work,
because I know when they’re awake
and then I'm going to sneak around
even better and they’re never going to
catch me.

V: I know I tried to sneak a glimpse
of you on Christmas Eve for years, but
was never able to. How do you always
manage to evade the kids that stay
up?

SC: I can't tell you that! I can’t tell
you that at all because then the kids
will know and they’re so smart these
days they just might catch me.

V: Okay, okay, so, hypothetically
speaking, motion sensor cameras
aren’t going to work?

One-
year-old
Dawkins
Kuhl is
all smiles
while sit-
ting on
Santa’'s
lap at the
South-
land Mall
ear-

lier this
month.

PHOTO BY
ASHLEIGH
VIVEIROS/

VOICE
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Santa says local kids were ‘pretty good’ this year

SC: Nope, don’t even bother. I guess
I could maybe do a video if I wanted
to, but ... no, no I don’t want to start
that. If I start doing videos for one
kid then they’ll all want one and I
just don’t have time for that. I have to
hurry, you know—there’s a lot of gifts
Ineed to deliver.

V: With so many homes to visit, do
you want kids to leave some cookies
out for you to refuel with? Any kind
in particular?

SC: You know, any
kind of cookie is good.
I'love them all. Just put
anything out there, I'll
eat it.

V: Should they put
any treats out for Ru-
dolph, too?

SC: Maybe not. Be-
cause then he gets to
eating and he gets the
idea he can just sit
around and have a few
carrots and it puts everything behind
schedule. We’ve got to get moving.

V: What happens if a child isn’t at
their regular house on Christmas
Eve? Should they be worried you
won’t know where they are?

SC: No, no, I always know where to
leave their presents. They don’t have
to worry about that.

V: And for the kids who don’t have
a traditional chimney on their house,
how do you get in?

SC: That’s no big deal. We use some
magic to get in—it’s very simple—
and then we just drop everything off

‘GO TO BED
EARLY. DON'T
STAY UP AND
TRY TO CATCH
ME AT WORK."

and take off.

V: What are the most popular toys
kids are asking for this year?

SC: Lego. Lots and lots of Lego. And
there’s some kids wanting pink po-
nies, Barbies, dinosaurs ... oh, and
Star Wars is very, very big this year.

V: How do the elves keep up with
the new toy trends every year?

SC:They're great. No problem at all.
They know what they’re doing at the
North Pole.

V: You've been doing
this for a few years now—
what do you love most
about your job?

SC: The kids. Seeing the
smiles here [at the mall]
and then I also get to see
over top, later, I get to
see some of the reactions
Christmas morning.

V: Christmas Eve is a
pretty busy night for you.
How do your recover?
What do you do for Christmas Day,
Boxing Day?

SC: Well, first I've got to go home
and lie down in a hot bath for at least
a day. With Epsom salts and all that.
And then it’s off to Jamaica with the
missus to relax before we start pre-
paring for next year.

V: One last question, Santa: have the
kids in our area been good this year?

SC: They've been fantastic. I don’t
want to say 100 per cent—kids are
kids—but, you know what, they’ve all
been pretty good.

Spenst Bros. Premium Meats a business that pays good
returns on this investment, including new job opportu-
nities for our local workforce and continued fundraising
support for local schools, sports teams and mission orga-
nizations,” Spenst said.

Spenst Brothers currently employs 18 full-time staff.
With the expansion, they plan to have up to 30 staff within
the next three years.

Aside from increasing employment, the company also
buys approximately $345,000 of ingredients from within
Manitoba, which they predict could increase to $1.8 mil-
lion after the expansion.

The government’s funding comes through the Grow-
ing Forward initiative and Growing Value program, which
provides financial assistance to existing agri-businesses
that need to make changes to adapt to market forces and
environmental considerations and increase their ability to
compete in domestic and international markets.

In a news release, federal Agriculture Minister Lawrence
MacAulay commented, “Canadian food processors must
continually adapt and upgrade to remain competitive. The
Government of Canada is proud to make investments that
help Manitoba agri-businesses grow and that create new
opportunities for farmers.”
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No shortage of good news here

All year long we're invited to cover
projects and programs that aim to
make a difference
in people’s lives,
not to mention the
countless  photo
ops of the dona-
tions that pour
in to help ensure
those same pro-
grams remain vi-
able.

But it's never
more evident than
at the holidays just how giving the
Winkler-Morden area can be.

I was remarking to someone the oth-
er day that for the last few weeks the

By Ashleigh
Viveiros

paper has been bursting with these
stories—financial support for Katie’s
Cottage, the United Way, the Mor-
den Legion; food drives and benefit
hockey games for the Cheer Board,
not to mention the massive undertak-
ings that are the hamper campaigns
themselves; the completion of Do-
nate Love’s home renovation project
for a family in need ... the list goes on
and on.

It can sometimes be a bit of a chal-
lenge, actually, to balance all these
stories out in the layout, butit’s a pret-
ty nice problem to have—a wealth of
good news to share.

No, our community isn’t perfect.
We have crime, we have a startling
amount of domestic violence, we
have the same societal problems of
any small urban centre, really, plus
a few others that are unique to our
area.

But I firmly believe that the good
does outweigh the bad here; that the
majority of people generally live up
to the basic goodness inside them-
selves.

One of the greatest compliments I
received recently was someone who

thanked me for providing a paper
they wanted to read every week be-
cause it wasn’t all filled with doom
and gloom.

The role of a community newspa-
per is to inform and that does mean
some gloomy stories are bound to get
in there, but I'm very proud to be in
a community that has an overwhelm-
ing wealth of positive stories to share.

That is, of course, because of all of
you.

All you out there who donated
countless hours these past weeks to
pack and deliver Cheer Board ham-
pers so that struggling families have
food to put on the table and toys to
give their kids Christmas morning.

All you individuals and businesses
who give financially or in-kind to ev-
ery good cause that asks for help.

Thank you for making our commu-
nity such an awesome place to call
home, and one we can all be proud of.

As we celebrate the holidays this
week, we here at the Voice wish you
and yours a very merry Christmas.
We're looking forward to continuing
to share this community’s stories in
2016.

SCCR sends out a big thank-you for your support

We at South Central Cancer Re-
source would like to extend a BIG

thank-you to our community for their
support over the past year and espe-

/

\

Letter policy

The Voice welcomes letters from
readers on local and regional is-
sues and concerns.

Please keep your letters short, on-
topic, and respectful.

Letters may be edited for style
and length. Letters written with
malicious intent or considered to
be in poor taste may not be pub-
lished.

Please include your name, ad-

-

dress, and phone number so we
can confirm your identity (address
and phone number will not be
printed, but your name will).

Send your letters to us by e-mail at
news@winklermordenvoice.ca, or
via mail to:

Winkler Morden Voice
Box 185,
Winkler, MB.

R6W 4A5

cially over this Christmas season.

We have been so blessed by the in-
dividuals that have walked through
our doors to wish us a Merry Christ-
mas and then present us with a do-
nation either in memory of a loved
one, in lieu of a Christmas gift, or be-
cause someone they know is on their
cancer journey.

They realize all funds given to
SCCR stay in our communities that
we serve. Itis all about passing it for-
ward at this time of year.

THANKS AGAIN from US toYOU!

Norma Hildebrand and
Deb Thiessen, South
Central Cancer Resource



W.E.S. YIP group hosts
winter garage sale

By Ashleigh Viveiros “We are selling items that have been
donated by students, teachers, and,

Winkler Elementary School’s Youth really, just anybody,” explained YIP
in Philanthropy group took over the member Desideria Bargen, noting
school gym for a giant charity garage the group had been collecting, sort-
sale on Dec. 17. ing, and pricing hundreds of donat-
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PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
The Winkler Elementary School Youth in Philanthropy group (above)
hosted a garage sale Dec. 17. The event gave students a chance to
purchase some affordable Christmas gifts for their families and also

raised funds for YIP to donate to a local charity.

ed items for the last few weeks.“The said they’ll figure out in the new year
money that we get from this we’re us- which charity will benefit from the

ing for the Youth in Philanthropy to proceeds of the sale.
donate to a local charity.”

Fellow YIP member Adina Klassen Continued on page 15
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Paderno vegetable spiral slicer - makes spiral cuts
for many of your favourite vegetables and fruit.
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steel blades, no-slip suction bottom, and

makes perfect cuts in just seconds.

List: $44-99.

$2699
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360 Stephan Street
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Information & dealers: 1-800-A NEW-POT or www.paderno.com. Not all locations open Sunday. Quantities limited, please be early. Sale items may not be exactly as shown.
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What's

oW Christmas

We asked kids to share their best themed holiday stories with
us for a chance at night-at-the-movies prize packs. Here are the

winners and a few other favourites:

GRAND PRIZE WINNER: SAMUEL BAUER, GR. 8, WINKLER

Finias the elf

All the elves were hard at work in
Santa’s workshop ... all but one that
is.

That one was Finias. Finias was a
bad elf: he was mean, he was a bully,
and he was very, very, strong. All the
elves were scared of him. This was be-
cause Finias used his brawn against
all the other elves. He would hit them
and he would kick them, but the thing
everyone was scared of was being
“wrapped.”

Finias had this urge to take other
elves and bully them either with
words or with physical pain, but noth-
ing was as bad as his famous “wrap-
ping.”

He would take an elf and wrap them
into a gift package and then throw
them into Santa’s sleigh. Santa would
then deliver them to children. Finias
did that when he was in a great mood.

All the elves were scared of Finias,
especially Xavier. Finias loved to
bully Xavier because he was small
and weak. Other elves would com-
fort Xavier and tell him to be strong.

But they would never stand up for
him. If Finias would bully Xavier, all
of the elves would just stand there in
silence because they were scared that
Finias might beat them up if they said
anything.

Xavier had tried telling Santa about
this, but Santa always had more im-
portant things to do than to listen to a
small elf. The one time he did tell San-
ta, Finias got in trouble. But the sec-
ond Santa left the room Finias beat up
Xavier like he never had before.

Xavier didn’t have any real friends
because if Finias would say some-
thing mean to Xavier his friends
would laugh because if they wouldn’t,
Finias would beat them up too.

But one day Santa had to hire an-
other elf from the Northern Elf Vil-
lage since Finias “wrapped” another
elf because he was not willing to give
him his cookie money.

But this elf that Santa hired was dif-
ferent.

His name was Felix and his name
really fit him. Felix means happy in

RUNNER-UP: MORGAN HIEBERT, 13, MORDEN

Cranberry’s important

All the elves were hard at work in
Santa’s workshop ... all but one.

Cranberry the Spy was on her way
to Hollywood. The limo pulled up
to a huge office building. Cranberry
stepped out of the limo and walked
through the front door, whipping off
her sunglasses as she entered.

Her trench coat was black, a great
contrast against the clean white
walls of Secret Inc. In the middle of
the large room was a semicircle desk
and an old pudgy women. Cranberry
strode up to her and announced who
she was, also saying that Santa had
sent her for an important mission.

The women replied with, “Ahhhh

yes, Cranberry. Just on time to receive
your mission.” As she said this a pro-
jector turned on and shone a few im-
ages of a pizza restaurant on the wall
to the far left.

The older women looked at Cran-
berry and said, “This man,” a thin
man with an afro appeared on the
screen, “has been stealing elves and
now they work in his pizza shop. He
also has an army of pizza delivery
robots. You need to save all the elves
and lock the evil Pizza Man up in jail.
Cranberry, you are the best agent we
have. If you don’t take this mission
Christmas might be no more!”

“I'll take it,” Cranberry said casually

Latin, and Felix was really happy. All
the time he would tell a joke or laugh
or just smile when looking at other
people.

And so people liked him. But Finias
did not. The other elves became hap-
pier because Felix was cheering them
up with his laughter or cheering. And
some elves lost their fear or at least
some of their respect for Finias. Finias
was mad.

When Finias saw a big crowd of
elves gathering at lunch and laughing
at Felix’s jokes, he stomped over there
and shouted,”HEY!”

Everyone turned around and when
they saw that it was Finias, the elves
fled.

Everyone except Felix. Felix stood
there and was talking to Xavier.

“What are you doing here!?” Finias
asked impatiently.

“I'm telling jokes and talking to
Xavier!” Felix answered.

“Don’t do that.You hear me?”

“No” Felix stubbornly announced

“WHAT!?”

“I said no. I will talk to Xavier if I
want to.”

Finias turned red with anger. He
grabbed Felix by the collar and shout-
ed,”STOP IT!”

“NO!” Felix shouted back.

“Stop,”a meek cry came from Xavier,
who was standing right beside them.

“Stop,” another meek voice ex-
claimed.

“Stop it. Stop it. Stop it” More and
more voices came and soon the meek
exclamations turned to yells.

Now every elf was yelling stop it.

Finias felt very, very, small. He let
go of Felix’s collar, which was now
stretched out.

Finias stood there, speechless.

“You don’t have to bully other elves.
You can be our friend and then there
is nothing to be afraid of.”

“Really?” Finias asked.

“Sure you can,” Xavier replied.

Finias looked around the room
where other elves were.

“Sure you can!” they all shouted.

Finias felt sorry. He had thought
that the other elves hated him. Finias
smiled.

“Thank you,” he softly said.

The elves cheered and from then
on everyone was happy. The whole
North Pole had a giant celebration
with food and drinks. Even Santa
came to the party.

Xavier and Finias, who used to be
worst enemies, were now best friends.

Christmas mission

as she slipped her sunglasses back on
and marched out.

Soon the limo pulled up to a pizza
shop, the one in the picture. As Cran-
berry slowly opened the door she
heard a strange sound: the sound of
machinery and gears grinding.

The streets were totally deserted—
not asingle person in sight—but there
was huge army of robots marching
down the wide street. Easily a thou-
sand, each holding a pizza box.

Cranberry knew what to do. With
one swift motion she pulled a can-
dy cane grappling hook and shot it
straight up. A long chain with a small-
er candy cane on the end flew out of

the grappling hook through the air,
wrapping around a street light.

With the push of a button Cranberry
shot into the air as the chain contract-
ed. Cranberry then whipped out a
bubble blower and blew a very large
bubble that encased every single ro-
bot.The bubble floated away with the
robots in it. Cranberry jumped down
and strode into the pizza restaurant.

The inside was crowded with peo-
ple and the scent of baking bread and
marinara filled the air. Cranberry got
a couple strange looks but continued
to the kitchen. She kicked open the

Continued on page 9
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What's %/¢"" Christmas Story?  runners-up

RUNNER-UP: LUKE MARTENS, 12, PLUM COULEE
A not-so-hard-working elf

All the elves were hard at work in
Santa’s workshop ... all but one that
is. Let me tell you this amazing story.
I'm going to start with a question. All
elves work for Santa, correct?

Nope!

There are actually huge elf com-
munities, much like our own! Now,
this story is mainly about one elf
family, the Jingles. Yeah, sounds fa-
miliar, doesn’t it? This is an elf fam-
ily that had a boy that would come to
save Christmas. His name was Oliver
Jingles. He was twelve years, normal
height for his age, had dark brown
hair, and wore clothes that look like
what you and I would wear on a ca-
sual day. Oliver lived with his family
in an elf town called Frosted Plum.

It was suppertime in the Jingles’
home when Oliver’s mother asked
him about his day.

“How was your school day, Oliver?”
asked Mama-Mia.

“It was okay,” replied Oliver. “I had
another run-in with the class bullies
again today.”

“What did they do this time?” asked
Mama-Mia.

“Pushed me and called me names,
the usual,” said Oliver.“But the good
news is that Santa Claus was our sub-
stitute teacher today and he stopped
them!”

“Why, that’s nice,” said Papa Chew-

bacca, his face hidden behind a news-
paper.

”"Wooaaaaaaaaahhhh!” said Oliver’s
little brother, Slade.

All elves have to go to college at the
age of fifteen. Mama-Mia asked what
Oliver what he was planning to go to
college for.

“] want to go into mechanics so I
can become the mechanic for Santa’s
sleigh,” replied Oliver. “I've read 87
books about how the sleigh ticks!”

“I was the mechanic once,” said
Grandpa Joe.

“Really?” asked Oliver.

“Really, really. Who do you think
paid for all those books?” replied
Grandpa Joe proudly.

“I thought it was Mama-Mia...” said
Oliver.

The family smiled and continued to
eat their supper.

The weeks passed and Oliver tried
his best at school. On Christmas Eve,
however, something amazing hap-
pened.

Oliver was being chased around
town by the class bullies, Jason and
Steve. In addition to the pushing and
calling Oliver names, this time they
had snow balls! He was chased into
the dead of night.

“’Eat this, queeney!” shouted Steve.
Steve threw a snow ball at Oliver, but
it completely missed and went flying

into the air.

At the same time that this was hap-
pening, Santa was taking to the skies
in his sleigh to deliver gifts to every
person on the planet! As Santa was
flying by, Rudolph was hit by the
snow ball Steve had thrown and was
knocked out cold! Literally! Santa,
sleigh, reindeer and all went flying
into the nearby forest. Jason and Steve
fainted with shock! Oliver, on the oth-
er hand, went running as fast as he
could into the forest where Santa had
crashed.

“’Ho, ho, help me!” Santa said.

Oliver helped Santa out from under
the overturned sleigh. Once Santa
was up on his feet, he helped Oliver
turn the sleigh right-side up again.

“How can I help?” asked Oliver.

“Well,” replied Santa.“If you can fix
my sleigh in under two minutes while

/

door and walked into the kitchen,
bubble blower in hand, staring at
every person, looking for the afro.
No one fit the man in the picture.

So Cranberry started to look for a
door to the back room. Maybe she
could find and save all the poor
elves first.

A door labeled DO NOT ENTER
caught Cranberry’s attention. She
pulled the heavy metal door open.

Cranberry’s jaw dropped and her
sunglasses fell right of her pale face
as she stared at the elves having a
dance party while mushroom piz-
zas were cooling on a long table
near an oven.

> CRANBERRY'S MISSION, FROM PG. 8

Cranberry didn’t know what to
do, so she said,“Hey, 'm Cranberry,
a former elf. I have come to rescue
you and bring you back to Santa’s
workshop so that you can continue
to make toys and save Christmas!”

The elves yelled,”No!”

Then the smallest little elf stepped
up to Cranberry and said,“We love
it here. We don’t want to go back to
Santa’s workshop. It’s boring and
not fun. Here in this pizza restau-
rant we can party and have a good
time!”

“Think about the children that
won’t get Christmas,” Cranberry
argued.

~

“You still have half your elves,”
they replied.

Cranberry couldn’t bear to force
the elves into something they
didn’t want to do. So, sad and de-
feated, Cranberry walked out with-
out arresting the afro man.

But she realized that the little elf
was right: they did still have half
their elves! If they worked togeth-
er and tried their best, Christmas
could still come on time.

And that is exactly what hap-
pened. Christmas was right on
time!

I wake the reindeer that would really
save Christmas!”

“I’ll do my best, sir!”said Oliver and
he got to work!

% X %

“Christmas is ruined!” hollered
Santa.“It’s been 27 minutes now! No
one is getting any presents this year!”

“Sir, I understand that it’s been 27
minutes, but I took a chance and up-
graded your sleigh with the latest
Rocket Booster 2000! You’ll be able
to reach any house in under five sec-
onds now!” said Oliver excitedly.

“Ho, ho, ho my goodness! That
must be a new record, sonny! Here,
take this ...”

Santa pulled out from his sack what
Oliver had asked for Christmas: a
dark green tool box containing some
of the most expensive tools in the
world!

“Thank you, sir!” said Oliver hap-
pily, staring at the shiny box.

“No, thank you, Oliver,” said Santa,
flying away in his sleigh faster than
ever before.

Oliver left with Christmas spirit
flowing through his veins, and also
with a question to ask himself:

“Wait a minute ... how in the elf
world did he know my name?”
thought Oliver.

Oliver now had a plan. He would
work really hard at school so he
could make it to college and study
mechanics.

One day he would work for Santa
and he would be the best mechanic
in Frosted Plum!

He saved Christmas this year and
realized he could do great things if
he believed in himself!
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Santa’s unselfish helper

All of the elves were hard at work in
Santa’s workshop... all but one, that
is.

This elf was sleeping at his hammer-
ing station. He was dreaming of the
great reveal of the gift he had made
for Santa this Christmas. Everyone
was chanting,”Reveal!”

“Santa is in for a surprise,” this elf
thought. “He has probably never re-
ceived a Christmas present before.
Well, here it goes.”

His fingers grasped the cloth draped
over the gift. He pulled the cloth, an-
ticipating what Santa was going to
say...

“No-o-o-rphen!” I jolted awake.
“Get to work! Why on Rudolph’s red
nose are you sleeping on the job?
That’s outrageous!”

I could tell Santa was cross. From the
moment he bellowed my name to the
moment he took a breath I had ham-
mered eight nails, making two more
jack-in-the-boxes ready for painting.
He was not impressed.

“Norphen, we only have three more
days left to build the rest of the gifts.”
Santa spoke through clenched teeth.

I wished I could be Jack, who was in
the box.

“The next time I catch you snoozing
at your station, you're out of here!”

Everyone gasped. I was shivering
with fright. I hoped I was dreaming,
even if it was on the job ... but I wasn’t.

“What is everyone staring at?! Get
to work!” Santa was furious.

All the elves hastily got to work, in-
cluding me. Santa towered over me,
watching every move I made.

I went home feeling sorry for my-
self.

“Shouldn’t Santa be jolly, perhaps
friendly?”I pondered this thought.

Eureka! My dream! Maybe he
wasn’t jolly or friendly because he
never got presents!

“Yes! Ill make the best present ever
for Santa! That might get O’ St. Nich-
olas to smile.”

I was so enthused about my idea
that I began without delay.

In the morning I stumbled toward
the workshop, exhausted after a night
of frantic frenzy. I was worn-out, but
Santa’s present was half-way com-
pleted. One more nail to hammer.

Leonardo the hippo

All the reindeer were hard training,
except for Rudolph. He was packing
for his trip to Colorado. He was leav-
ing in his private jet at 2:30 and it was
2:20. So he quickly packed and waited
for the jet outside.

When he was flying, his ears were
popping so he ate five packs of gum.

Once he arrived he went to his hotel.
He had nothing to do so he decided to
visit the Colorado Zoo. When he was
there he saw crocodiles, monkeys, gi-
raffes.

He decided to visit the hippos.
There was one unusual hippo. It had
a bright red glowing nose.

“Leonardo!” Rudolph shrieked.

“I haven’t seen you since you started
working for Santa,” sang Leo. He re-
ally likes to sing.

“Do you want to have dinner tonight
at 5:00?”said Rudolph.

“I can’t,” sang Leo.

“Why not?”

“They won’t let me out of here.”

“That’s too bad,” said Rudolph. And
he galloped away and tripped and

broke his hoof.

“Are you okay?”

“I'm okay, but I don’t think I can fly
this year!”

“I’ll call Santa and let him know.”

So Leo called Santa and sang him
the whole story.

“Oh,” said Santa, “you’re Rudolph’s
cousin who loves to sing.”

“That I am.”

“I'll be right there,” said Santa.

After three hours of waiting, Santa
finally arrived.

“Oh no,” he said, “Who will guide
my sleigh?”

“I shall do it,” sang Leo.

“But you're a hippo.You can’t fly!”

“Yes I can. I might be a bit rusty, but
I can do it”

So on Christmas Eve Rudolph
stayed back at the North Pole while
Leo and all the reindeer delivered all
the presents.

When they got back, Leo decided to
stay at the North Pole and they lived
happily ever after!

—Molly Clyde, 10, Morden

HONOURABLE
MENTIONS

This is it!

“Norphen! You're fired!”

I had fallen asleep once again at my
station.

I hung my head and shuffled my
feet toward the door. I took one last
look around the workshop, which
meant the world to me.

I was so angry; I wondered how I
could have ever thought about mak-
ing a present for Santa. But then it all
fell into place: I could make the pres-
ent for Santa and he would become
jolly once again.

I snuck into Santa’s workshop in
the dead of the night. I slid the gift
for Santa out of my coat pocket and
began painting. It was drying when
my elbow hit the paint bucket and it
toppled to the ground with a crash.

“Oh no! Santa must have heard
that!”

I anxiously grabbed my gift and
sprinted toward the door when Santa
appeared.

“I told you that you were fired!
What are you doing here?” His voice
was very demanding.

Santa spotted the gift.  held it out to
him. There was a moment of silence
and then Santa’s face softened.

In my hands I held a snow globe
that had a statue of him sitting in his
sleigh with a jolly smile on his face.

“Norphen, I have an apology to
make. I'm sorry I yelled at you, fired
you, and wasn’t jolly or friendly for
weeks. But there is one more thing:
I'm not actually the real Santa. You
see, Nicholas went on a vacation and
I said I would take his place. I didn’t
realize how hard this job would be. I
am stressed out. I'm sorry. My name
is Nick. I think you should keep the
globe for Nicholas, my brother.”

My mouth was wide open in shock. I
finally spoke.”“No, I think you should
have it. It takes a lot of work to man-
age this place. Here, take it.”

“Thank you, Norphen. I will trea-
sure this gift forever. Please accept
my apology and come work again.”

Back in the workshop, Santa had
returned and Christmas was over. I
was tired from working overtime but
I was determined not to sleep. How-
ever, my eyes felt so heavy, and my
head began to nod. Before I knew it,
I was sleeping again ...

“No-o-orphen!!!!”

—Serena Peters, 12, Chortitz

My Christmas facts

In the Ukraine you celebrate New
Year not Christmas. Actually, you cel-
ebrate New Year like Christmas. We
still have New Year on December 31st.

What about Christmas? Actually,
you don’t celebrate it as cool as in
Canada. It’s in January on the 6th and
7th.

We have our special Christmas song
called“God is Born.”

We have another name for a Christ-

mas tree: it is Yalunka.
We have another name for Santa or
St. Nicholas: it is Grandfather Cold.
Now you know that Canadian
Christmas and Ukrainian Christmas
are not the same.
I think the Canadian ones are bet-
ter!
—Bogdan Shymanovski,
Gr. 3, Morden
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HONOURABLE
MENTIONS

The reindeer who liked to sing

It was nearly Christmas and word spread from
reindeer to reindeer that, yet again, Santa was
sick.

Some said that Santa had the flu. Others said
that he was just plain sick. Finally, a reindeer told
a reindeer who nobody knew about.

His name was Cooper. Cooper wasn’t any regu-
lar reindeer. He was a reindeer who liked to sing.
Cooper liked singing Christmas and country
songs.

He lived on top of Canada with his owner, Todd.
Todd was not only Cooper’s owner, he was a cow-
boy. He wore dark clothes because it is freezing
at the top of Canada and dark clothes take in the
sunlight and help keep you warm.

When Cooper heard that Santa was sick, he
didn’t worry about it. He knew that one of the
elves would take over. Cooper started worrying
when no elves wanted to do the job. Todd was
worried about it as well.

One morning Todd said,“Well, Cooper, we have
a job to do. I think we should bring presents to

children for Santa. What do you say?”

“Well, I would love to, but I can’t fly,“answered
Cooper.

“I think I saw you flying while you were singing
something this morning,” said Todd, confused.

“I was?” asked Cooper.

“Why don’t you start singing and see what hap-
pens,”suggested Todd.

“Okay then. I'll try.”

Cooper started singing and suddenly began to
rise! He kept singing and started steering him-
self around in the sky. When he sang faster he
flew faster. So they left Canada, singing until they
reached the North Pole.

“Hello, Santa. I'm Todd and this is my reindeer,
Cooper. We would be glad to deliver the presents
for you,” said Todd.

“Why, aaaaachoooo
Santa.

So Cooper and Todd got ready. They ate sup-
per, loaded the sleigh, and then started their long
journey.

... thank-you, Todd,” said

Away they went, singing happily and delivering
presents all over the world.

They had to stop a few times because Cooper got
tired of singing a few times.

Once they reached Santa they told him about their
adventures. Later Santa gave Cooper carrots and gave
Todd a nerd’s shotgun. They went back to Canada and
went back to normal living.

Later some people said that they heard somebody
singing on Christmas Eve.

—Peter Krahn, 11, Plum Coulee

Building the world’s biggest and bestest snow fort

One of the only days that I was in
charge of the biggest snow fort fac-
tory in the world, I decided that I was
going to make the Biggest and Bestest
snow fort of all time.

So I went outside to start building
this big fort, but as I took a step out-

side I was blown back with a gust of
wind that was trampling by the door
of the factory.

I knew it wouldn’t be easy in this
weather, but I still travelled against
the wind. I kept on moving against
the wind until I came to a nice ditch

My family’s Christmas

Every Christmas my family puts all
of our names in a little container and
one by one we close our eyes and pull
out a name. But, if we get our own
name, we do it all over again.

And every year my mom wraps
books or movies. But first, my mom
makes stars and there is writing on it.
And whatever it says you have to do.
Like, for example, the star might say,

“Open present number one.”

And we always act out the story of
Jesus. We use a doll as Jesus.

Then we decorate our ladder (we
use it as a Christmas tree) with orna-
ments and ribbons!

And we have a spectacular Christ-
mas!

— Janika Friesen, 8,
Hochfeld School

Santa’s tired elf

All the elves were hard at work in
Santa’s workshop ... all but one that
is sleeping because he was tired. He
was so tired because he started so

early that he went up a tree and ate
candy canes. What a funny elf!

— Bryce Neufeld, 6, Schanzenfeld

where there was not so much wind
and it was a bit warmer.

I quickly started to make the snow
fort that I had been dreaming of mak-
ing. I gathered a whole whack of snow
and just smacked it straight onto the
ground and began the wall.

This snow fort would take weeks to
finish by hand! I thought for a mo-
ment and just decided that I would
keep working on it by hand. This work
that I was doing by hand would look
very sloppy, but when I sprayed warm
water on it the snow fort would freeze
into shape.

So by the time the fort wall was three
feet high I was exhausted, but I kept
working.

I wouldn’t give up on the soon-to-
be biggest snow fort ever, so I worked
and worked and worked and worked
and worked and worked until the
snow fort was eight feet tall. I was so
tired and sweating that I fell asleep.

I dreamed that I made the biggest
snow fort ever and that it fell down on
top of me!

Just then I woke up and saw the wall
of the snow fort fall on top of me! I
squirmed and wiggled my way out
of the snow. It was exhausting, but at
least I had made the biggest fort wall
that I had ever seen and that was good
enough for me!

—Johnny Krahn,
12, Winkler

The best snow fort

If I was in charge of building the
best snow fort, mine would be made
out of candy canes and gingerbread.
The windows would be edible stained
glass.

Then there needs to be MY room!
My room would be made out of can-
dy! The floor would be ice and you
could go skating anytime you wanted.

The kitchen would be packed with
the four main food groups: syrup,
candy, candy canes, and sugar!

The family room would have a TV
that could only play Christmas mov-
ies.

This is the BEST snow fort!

— Ana Wall, Maple Leaf School
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For seniors who are lucky enough to have regu-
lar visits from family and friends, the holiday
season is synonymous with happy moments in

Visiting seniors
at Christmas

P

good company. However, far too many seniors
feel very lonely on Christmas day and on many
other days over the course of a year. If you’d
like to have a truly rewarding human experi-
ence, you could visit the lonely seniors you
know and offer them some company.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

A senior who lives alone needs regular human
contact to stay healthy and happy, whether it’s
your grandfather, your aunt or your neighbour.
However, to make a noticeable difference in
the life of a senior, one visit over the holiday
season isn’t enough. So why not plan regular
visits throughout the year, and mark them on

your calendar?
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During your visit, take the time to listen to your
friend; have a good talk with him or her and laugh
a bit. Do some activities that you both enjoy,
such as singing, walking or playing cards. During
your Christmas visit, share memories and some

sweet treats with this person who is sure to love

you all the more.
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204-822-6259

smile: 5.
www.boundarytrails.com
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We work very hard throughout the year to keep you informed
with the news that matters most to you. Local information is
of significant importance because it concerns the various
subjects that affect you as well as the projects of the
people we have elected, our school, town and municipal
council, the local economy and the businesses in our areaq.

As your local newspaper, it is our mission to connect
people through stories to build stronger communities. We
will keep you informed and we are very proud to be the
local resource for news and information in this community.
We sincerely thank you for making our newspaper what it
is today. Your loyalty means the world to us.

STAFF
BrettMitchell
Rick:Reimer
Lana Meier
Allana Sawatzky
Debbie Strauss
Dan Anderson
Ashleigh Viveiros
Christy Brown
Nicole Kapusta
,Stephanie Oland
Duncan
Corrie Sargent
Lucy Kowalchuk
Gwen Keller
Jo-Anne Procter
Brian Bowman
John Janzen
Georgia Campbell
Robin Chestnut
Jeff Ward
Natasha Tersigni
Tracy Farmer
Michelle Balharry
Lindsey Enns
Lorne Stelmach

1.

We wiAﬂtgoww
9096(41@ Cﬂuwsﬁwwx
and o, New Year, filled

with much happiness!

Patricia Barrett
Jennifer McFee
Dave Baxter
Harry Siemens
Peter Cantelon

CONTRACT
WORKERS
Sandra Grouette
Tara Gionet
Austin Grabish
Darlene Walsh
Mina Peltz
Klaus Mueller
Rita Mueller
Roseanne Nichol
Lynda Nesbitt
Joan Kalupar
Jenna Boisvert

Marie Hrabarchuk

Jan Jolin
Daphne Harris
Kathy Aconley

Randy Cameron
Bob Cameron
Don Werstiuk

Abigail Smith
Riley Malinowski
Bailey Malinowski
Kyle Haley
Quinn Thomas
Hannah Wood
Lisa Chorney
Murielle Bouchard
Amélie Neufeld
Zoe Hamelin
Jaden Baker
Jordan Baker
Ryland Vinck
Brianna Govereau
Marissa Waterman
Teal Waterman
Katie Bellerose
Robyn Kupchik
Makayla Lischnyski
Kier Fey
Rayley Goetz
Lisa Goetz
Braydon Cador
Thomas Uprichard
Hames Peters
Meagan Kost

Christina Morrell
Kari-Leigh Geisler
Christy Elliott
Matt Forlanski
Mike Zinyk
Shirley Lavallee
Jackie Arkinson
Tyler T
Daniel Libich
Jimmy Maclin
Melissa F
Brittany Vongunton
Kim Bartam
Kerry Besel
Douglas Hofer
Mark Kroker
Richard Roy
Michael Singleton
Raymond Young
Aaron Kost
Karen MacCaull
Bradley Croy
Mike Zinyk
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/0 IO Euditeaa

WEEKLY NEWS
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Ph. 467-5836 Stonewall
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~ Ph.785-1618 Selkirk Ph. 467-5836 Stonewall
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What's 7)¢"" Christmas Story?

The unknown reindeer

It was a week before Christmas and
at the North Pole Santa and his elves
were hard at work.

Jolly, Holly, and Molly were groom-
ing the reindeer. Sparkle, Twinkle,
and Candy were giving Santa’s sleigh
a new shiny coat of paint. Maire,
Cookie, McSprinkles, McJingles, and
Mrs. Claus were baking cookies. Elf-
in, Jingles, Peppermint, and a bunch
of other elves were working the high-
tech present making and wrapping
machine. And Santa, of course, was
reading over the nice and naughty

list on his computer.

While Jolly, Holly, and Molly were
grooming the reindeer they heard
lovely singing coming from some-
where.

“What’s that?” they exclaimed in
unison.

“We should go find out who's sing-
ing,” said Molly.

“We would have to ask Santa,” said
Jolly unevenly.

“Then let’s go, go, GO!” shouted
Holly.

When they arrived in Santa’s office

A snow fort in Hawaii

Once there lived a boy. He lived in
Hawaii where it never snowed. That
was, until May 2, 1919 when it snowed
for nine days and nights straight. Af-
ter that, the boy went outside to build
a snow fort.

The boy rolled a huge snow ball big-
ger and bigger and BIGGER. Then he
dug a hole in it and in that hole there

were 10 bedrooms, nine bathrooms,
eight kitchens, seven dungeons, six
castles, five cities, four craft rooms,
three closets, two people, one dog,
zero cats.
And that was the best snow fort
ever.
—Seth Reimer, 10,
Blumenfeld School

The elf who played hockey

Once upon a time there lived a lot of
elves. They worked hard—all but one,
of course. His name was Darby. Well,
I guess that he was special. He loved
hockey and he took about 38 days off
of work to play hockey.

One day he ran into the workshop
and yelled,“I am in the NHL!!!”

They all cheered. People said, “Yay!
Good job! But whose team are you
on?”

“No one’s yet. I am going to have
to make my own team so I think that
all of us should be able to be on the
same team.”

“Good idea—as long as you make
2,000 toys a day,” said Santa.

“Plus we are automatically in the
playoffs.”

“Cool! Let's make a team name.
How about the North Toys?” said
Santa Claus.

“Now we have a little game to win
against the Ducks,” said Darby. “We
have an easy match.”

Darby woke up early in the morn-
ing, made the 2,000 toys, and packed

for hockey.

They had a game against the Ducks.
It was a close game but the North
Toys won by two goals. The Ducks
had been winning 1-0 but Darby
came back with a good two goals, so
then they were going to the semi-fi-
nals against the Boston Bruins.

The next day they made their 2,000
toys, went to their game, and defeat-
ed the Bruins 5-1. Then they did it
again.They made 2,000 toys and went
to another game against the Bruins.
The Bruins were forced to forfeit be-
cause they were losing 24-0, so the
North Toys were in the finals!

The finals were held on Dec. 23
against the New Jersey Devils. It was
2-0 Devils, but the North Toys came
back and won 5-2! It was a close
game, but they still won.

The next day was Christmas Eve.
They gave away all the toys, won the
Stanley Cup, and it turned out to be a
successful Christmas!!

— Darby Olson, 10, Morden

they asked him if they could follow
the WONDERFUL singing they had
overheard while grooming the rein-
deer. They eagerly wanted to find out
who had been singing.

“I guess you elves have been work-
ing really hard, so you may leave to-
morrow morning on one of the old
sleds with an older reindeer,” Santa
said.

“Awww, why can’t we take Ru-
dolph?”they whined in unison.

“All right, if you promise, and I mean
PROMISE, to be back by Christmas
Eve morning!” Santa said cautiously.

“We promise! Thank you!” they said
together.

So the next morning they were off!
Holly, Jolly, and Molly and Rudolph
were going to find the lovely singer.
While they were bounding across the
snowy drifts, they heard the singing
again.

“It’s coming from there,” Molly said,
pointing left.

When they got to the top of a hill,
they looked down into a valley and
saw a reindeer.

“Let’s go see who that is!” exclaimed
Holly.

As soon as the unknown reindeer
heard them coming, it started to run
away.

“That’s strange,” said Rudolph. Why
is it running away?”

“We don’t know yet, but we’re going
to find out,” said Jolly in a suspicious
sounding voice.

“Follow it, Rudolph!” they all shout-
ed.

They spent a couple of days look-
ing for the unknown reindeer. Finally,
three days before Christmas, they
heard the singing again.

“In that cave over there—that’s
where the singing is coming from!”
exclaimed Jolly.

As they entered the cave, the singing

HONOURABLE
MENTIONS

started to echo off of the walls.

“Who's there?” asked Rudolph ner-
vously.

“Me,” came the reply.

“Who is me?” Rudolph asked again.

“I-I-I'm Clarice,” the voice an-
swered.

”"Where are you?” asked Rudolph.

“I-I-In the corner,” said the strange
voice.

“Can you come out?” asked Holly.

As she came out, Clarice mumbled
something. Something that sounded
like part of a song.”Sorry. I sing when
I get nervous. Actually, I sing a lot!”

“You know, we could use a reindeer
like you on the team at the North
Pole,” Molly said. “Would that be
something you would like?”

Clarice gasped.”Id be honoured!”

“Speaking of the North Pole,” Holly
interjected, “we won’t have enough
time to get there if we use the sled.
Rudolph, we have to use your flying
magic!”

“Flying magic? I have flying magic.
See?”said Clarice.

“Great! Now we better get going.
Come on,”said Holly.

They got back to the North Pole two
days later. They were all surprised
when the whole story unfolded. All
the elves and reindeer welcomed
them back with cheers and Santa
greeted them with a huge smile on
his face.

“Santa, we brought back a friend
and her name is Clarice!” said Jolly,
Holly, and Molly.

“Oh, and I'm Rudolph’s cousin!”
said Clarice.

“Really?” said Rudolph in disbelief.

“YES!” exclaimed Clarice.

“Well, there’s only one thing to say
to that,” said Santa.”HO, HO, HO and
a Merry Christmas!”

—Sierra Fast, 10, Reinfeld

Best snow castle ever

If I were to make the best snow fort
ever it would be a huge snow castle.

It would have a huge gate and the
floor would be snow, the walls would
be snow and ice, and it would have
canon that shot huge snow balls.
There would be four watchtowers on
each side.

It would have a huge guest room
and a study room. In one room there
would be a huge safe made of snow
and a map of the world. The map

would be made of snow.

I'd have a factory that would make
snow money and snow blocks.

I'd have an army of snowmen that
would throw snowballs at you. I
would have snow pressure plates
that if you step on it, a bunch of snow
would fall on you.

That would be my snow fort.

— James Fehr, 10,
Blumenfeld School



> AN ARTIST'S LIFE

The annual Multicultural
Christmas party took place
at the Winkler Library Dec.
17, hosted by the library and
Regional Connections. Win-
kler natives and newcomers
alike packed into the meet-
ing room to enjoy music
from around the world, a
dessert potluck, and a visit
from Santa Claus. Left: Faus-
tine Ntangano sang a holiday
carol from the Congo. Above:
From Israel, Natalia Yoffe
(left) and the Only Life band
(right) performed. Right: Sis-
ters Elina and Anna Pfaffen-
rot shared a German carol
and poem.

PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH
VIVEIROS/VOICE
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The story behind ‘O Come 0 Come Emmanuel’

Its origins date back as far as the
eighth century, when the text was ex-
tensively quoted by the English poet
Cynewulf.

The first documented instance of

the hymn’s text in its modern form
comes much later, however, dating
to 1710 when it was published in the
seventh edition of Psalteriolum Can-
tionum Catholicarum.

From that first printing, the hymn
was expand-
ed upon and
polished, but
kept the orig-
inal strophe
and  meter
(strophe and
meter refers

to the rhythm
of the text’s
speech and By I-(I:aarrr‘10r|: ce

the way in

which the text is organized).

The music most commonly asso-
ciated with the carol comes from a
15th century manuscript now locat-
ed in the National Library of France.

The music fits with the hymn in
both the original Latin and English,
but evidence suggests the two were
first paired using the English text.
Other tunes have been used, but
the current music gained popular-
ity from the moment of publishing.
By 1895, three quarters of all English
churches were using the hymn in its
current form.

Today, “O Come O Come Emman-
uel” appeals to many in the modern
crossover music movement, being

recorded by vocalists such as Loree-
na McKennitt, Enya, Pentatonix, and
Celtic Woman.

The easily singable melody and ac-
cessible vocal range combine with an
arresting text and a unique focus on
the advent season, making the hymn
a favorite for both performing artists
and church use.

“O Come O Come Emmanuel”links
early church and the modern advent
season with as much meaning today
as it had in its origins twelve hun-
dred years ago.

Reach Candace Hamm
at ibcnu@mts.net
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SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Farm Credit Canada presented the Cheer Boards in Winkler, Morden,
and Altona with donations of $250 each this month. The funds came
from the company’s community investment fund. Above: FCC reps
Shawn Roulette and Neil Cook made the presentation to the Mor-
den Christmas Cheer Board last week. Right: Cook presented Winkler
Christmas Cheer Board president Francis Fehr with the donation dur-
ing their packing days earlier this month.

Farm Credit Canada
spreads holiday cheer

\

Students raise funds for local, global causes

“IF EVERYBODY DOES JUST A LITTLE BIT TO HELP MAKE SOMEBODY ELSE'S SITUATION A
LITTLE BETTER, IT CAN MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE ALTOGETHER."

From Pg.7

“We’ve narrowed it down to a
few, but haven’t decided yet,”she
said.

Though the sale was open to the
public, W.E.S. students had first
crack at the items, giving kids a
chance to get some Christmas
shopping done on their own.

The sale is held every other
year, said YIP advisor Hayley
Friesen, and it’s always a big hit
with the students.

“This is my first year doing it,
but I think it’s been pretty suc-
cessful, which is why they always
bring it back,” she said, noting
midway through the event that
they had surpassed the $500
mark and were hoping to hit
closer to $600 once the proceeds
from the furniture silent auction
came in.

The garage sale is the latest in
a long line of YIP activities this
fall. The group also recently or-
ganized a hot chocolate and
cookie sale, raising just over $150

for charity. In October they collected
food for a family in need at Thanks-
giving, and, earlier this month, they
helped out with the Christmas Cheer
Board food drive.

TheYIP program gives kids a chance
to make a difference in the world
both locally and abroad, Friesen said.

“All of the things we’ve done lead-
ing up to Christmas is going locally

and then after Christmas we’ll be
looking for global causes we can sup-
port,” she said. “If everybody does
just a little bit to help make some-
body else’s situation a little better, it
can make a big difference altogether.”

A chance to make a difference is
exactly what got Bargen and Klassen
involved.

“It just seems like a good way to do-

4

nate to your community, and it’s fun,
Bargen said.

“Last year I had a friend who did
Youth in Philanthropy and she was
always saying how much fun it was ...
I was like, ‘It does sound fun. I should
give it a try,” said Klassen.“”And I'm
loving it.”

Winkler @ Morden

Vozce
What’s W/Wstory?
Call 325-6888

Do you have a suggestion
for our news team?

Is there someone you would like to
see recognized in the newspaper
for their accomplishments
- athletic, academic
or community service.
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> OUTSIDE > UPSIDE DOWN

p oris

\ e Terriers

PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT

Flyers defenseman Tyler Jubenvill pokes the puck off the stick of the Terriers’ Adam Wowryk in the Dec. 15 defeat Winkler handed Portage.
The Flyers took the game 6-1 in front of a hometown crowd. The fact it was their fourth game in five days didn’t slow Winkler down, with
Kayden Jarvis contributing a hat trick, Tristan Keck scoring two, and a single coming from Cam Whyte. Nathan Warren made 32 saves to boost
his record to 3-1 since joining the team earlier this month. The win brought the Flyers within just five points of the top spot in the league
with two games in hand over Portage. The Flyers return from the holidays to play a rematch against the Terriers in Portage Dec. 31.

Winkler's Cali Hamm
provincials-bound

The Pembina Valley is going to be
well-represented at the 2016 Canola
Junior Curling Provincial Champion-
ships in Rivers Jan. 5-10.

In addition to Winkler’s Team Fries-
en—made up of Holly Friesen, Kelsey
Sagert, Katelyn Derksen, and Brook
Friesen—and Altona’s Team Zacha-
rias—Mackenzie Zacharias, Morgan
Reimer, Emily Zacharias, and Jen-
nessa Rutter—Winkler’s Cali Hamm

(second from left in photo at right)
has also earned a provincial berth
with her Fort Rouge team.

Team Brown includes Hamm as
lead alongside skip Hannah Brown,
third Brittany Hancox, second Steph-
anie Schweitz, and coach Heather
Hancox.

This will be Hamm'’s fourth provin-
cial championship.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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COMING EVENTS

Winkler Bergthaler Mennonite Church
252-6th Street + WINKLER

December 24, Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service at 7:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

Enjoy carols, together with a choir (Winkler Bergthaler
I Mennonite & Pathway Community Churches combined),
Biblical account of the Christmas story,
and candle lighting. Donations will be

December 25,
Christmas Day
Service at

Come and join us for our Chfisﬁnas Services

HOUSE FOR SALE

House for Sale - Ranch
style house, 2 bed-
room, 11 acres, on Hwy.
14, $195,000. 204-829-
3014.

WORK WANTED

Available to do renos,
repairs, maintenance,
painting, siding, roofs,
fix-ups. Residential or
commercial. Call Bill at
204-362-2645 or leave
a message at 204-822-
3582.

Do-it-yourself  project
gone bad? Need help
to start or finish? | can
help. Call 204-362-2645
or lve. message at 204-
822-3582.

HELP WANTED

Medical Transcription!
In-demand career! Em-
ployers have work-at-
home positions avail-
able. Get online training
you need from an em-
ployer-trusted pro-
gram. Visit: CareerStep.
ca/MT or 1-855-768-
3362 to start training
for your work-at-home
career today!

CAREER TRAINING

Healthcare Documen-
tation Specialists in
huge demand. Employ-
ers prefer CanScribe
graduates. A great
work-from-home  ca-
reer! Contact us now to
start your training day.
www.canscribe.com.

MISCELLANEOUS

Batteries for everything.
Automotive, farm, con-
struction, ATV, marine,
motorcycle, golf carts,
phones, tools, radios,
computers etc. Recon-
ditioned, obsolete and
hard-to-find batteries.
SOLAR equipment. The
Battery Man. Winnipeg.

1-877-775-8271 www.
batteryman.ca
Province-wide clas-

sifieds. Reach over
400,000 readers week-
ly. Call us at 1-204-
467-5836 or email clas-
sifieds@mcna.com for
details.

HEALTH

Are you suffering from
joint or arthritic pain? If
so, you owe it to your-
self to try elk velvet
antler capsules. Hun-
dreds have found relief.
Benefits humans and
pets. EVA is composed
of proteins, amino ac-
ids, minerals, lipids and
water. Key compounds
that work to stimulate
red blood cell produc-
tion & cartilage cell
regeneration & devel-
opment. Stonewall Elk
Products Ltd., 204-467-
8428 or e-mail stone-
woodelk@hotmail.com

Hip or Knee
Replacement?

Problems Walking
or
Getting Dressed?

The Disability Tax
Credit

$2,000
Yearly Tax Credit
$20,000
Lump Sum Refund

Claim it before tax time!
204-453-5372

BOOK YOUR ANNOUNCEMENT TODAY

10:00 a.m.

Enjoy a service

filled with music,

carols, scripture
readings

and meditation.

1-800-466-1535. info@ CALL: 325-6888 Voice
canscribe.com.
The Winkler @) Morden

FIND THE RIGHT PERSON
FOR THE POSITION with an
EMPLOYMENT/CAREERS AD in

tahe 2.

Fun By The
619 215 Numbers

1 2 Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
6 the moment you

square off, so
7 1 sharpen your

pencil and put

your sudoku
4 savvy to the test!

713 5
8 9 6

Level: Intermediate

2

©
&)
(00]

—h

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

aglzfz]e|r|6]L]8]s °
L{s|v]|o[s|ec]le|s]s6 3
6lsfelr|z(8]olz|V .
AEIN BEEAEE °
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glofs]s]|e[e]v]|}]2 22
HAHE B EEINEER vu
A EEREEEE HE
Sudoku Answer B

Q

Crossword Answer

Call: 204-325-6888

CLUES ACROSS
1. Elephant’s name
6. Support
10. Mures River city
14. Bastard wing
15. One was named Desire
17. PGA Tournament prize
19. A way to leave unchanged
20. Unchangeable computer
memory
21. Harangues
22. 6th Hebrew letter
23. Well informed
24. Turfs
26. In a way, obeyed
29. Lawyers group
31. Increases motor speed
32. Political action committee
34. Light pokes
35. Struck down
37. Central Philippine Island
38. Japanese sash
39. Afresh
40. Bluish green
41. Inspire with love
43. Without (French)
45. Counterbalance container to
obtain net weight
46. Express pleasure
47. Cheap wine (Br.)
49. Signing
50. ___ compilation, compiling
computer language
53. Have surgery
57. Being trompe-I’oeil
58. Extremely mad
59. Day
60. Small coin (French)
61. Snatched
CLUES DOWN
1.Cry
2. Wings
3. Baseball play
4. Flower petals

53

57

- i

5. Drive against

6. Velikaya River city

7. A single unit in a collection
8. Stray

9. Bring back

10. Repented

11. Receipt (abbr.)

12. Expresses pleasure

13. Not wet

16. In a way, takes off

18. Macaws genus

22, “Fast Five” star’s initials
23. Sharpen a knife

24. Oral polio vaccine developer
25. Former CIA

27. Fencing swords
28.Aba__ Honeymoon

29. Bustle

30. Minor

31. Propel a boat

33. Passage with access only at
one end

35. Underwater airways

36. Small, slight

37. Box (abbr.)

39. __ Blake, actress

42. Repents

43. Merchandising

44. Exclamation of surprise

46. With fireplace residue

47. A small lake

48. Bait

49. Tip of Aleutian Islands

50. K____: watercraft (alt. sp.)

51. Norse variant of “often”

52. Adolescent

53. Visual metaphor (Computers)

54. River in Spanish

55. Cowboy Carson

56. Powerful gun lobby
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Heinrich (Henry) Wiebe
1949 - 2015

On Wednesday, December 16, 2015 at Bethesda Regional Health
Centre in Steinbach, Henry Wiebe, aged 66 years formerly of
Blumenort and Gladstone, MB went to his eternal rest.

He leaves to mourn his passing his sister, Tina Banman, nieces
nephews and a large extended family.

Funeral service was held at 2:00 p.m. on Monday, December 21,
2015 at the German Old Colony Mennonite Church with interment

at the Church Cemetery.
L

Wiebe Huneral Homes Lt

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements,
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Don’t Forget

Your Loved Ones
WITH AN ANNOUNBEMENT IN THE

{ Voice J
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City Manager - City of Winkler

A growing community located on the western edge of Manitoba’s Red River Valley, Winkler has a relaxed community
lifestyle, a diverse economic base, and quality residential, educational, and cultural amenities. The City provides a full
range of services to our community of approximately 12,000 residents.

CITY MANAGER

City Council is currently seeking a proven corporate manager as its new City Manager to lead the City administration
and provide advice to Council in further implementing its strategic priorities. Reporting to City Council, you will provide
leadership and direction to the City administration including direct responsibility for Finance, Planning & Engineering,
Legal and Real Estate, Clerks and Human Resources.

You are able to deal with highly complex issues using your broad scope of knowledge and experience ideally obtained
through increasing responsibility in municipal administration. You have a post-secondary education plus a professional
designation. You have advanced knowledge of corporate management within the public sector and proven competence
in strategic planning, finance, and budgeting together with senior-level communication and negotiating capabilities.
You also have substantive experience in public policy development and its ongoing implementation towards achieving
Council’s strategic and corporate goals. The ability to work under pressure and meet stringent timelines is required.

In return, the City offers a competitive remuneration package, including a generous employee benefit program. We
are committed to offering our employees progressive opportunities with competitive wages in a safe and friendly work
environment. If you are interested in joining our dynamic team, you are invited to send a detailed resume and cover
letter by January 15, 2016 to the attention of Martin Harder, Mayor of the City of Winkler.

City of Winkler

185 Main Street

Winkler, MB R6W 1B4

Attention: Martin Harder, Mayor

Fax: (204)325-5915

e-mail: mayor@cityofwinkler.ca

Information gathered relative to this position will only be used for candidate selection. We thank each applicant for
taking the time and effort to submit your resume; however, only candidates to be interviewed will be contacted.
An equal opportunity employer. http://www.cityofwinkler.ca

Mary Wood Fehr (nee Wiebe)
1934 - 2015

Mary Wood Fehr of Morden, MB formerly of Roland, went to her
eternal home on Saturday, November 12th 2015 at Boundary Trails
Health Centre following a struggle with heart failure and cancer. Her
nine children and sister were by her side. She was predeceased
by her parents, John and Mary Wiebe, her fiist husband of 42
years, Arthur Wood, her second husband of 18 years, Jake Fehr,
grandson, Bradley Wood, stepson, John Fehr and sister-in-law,
Helen Wiebe.

She leaves to mourn, son, Dennis Wood and his wife, Rosalyn of
Arborg, daughter, Sharon Kole of Morden, daughter, Debbie Miller
and her husband, Ben of Grand Pointe, son, Larry Wood and his
wife Kim of Libau, son, Brian Wood and his wife Cheryl of Osoyoos, BC, daughter, Barbara
Wood and her partner, Mike Rashidi of Calgary, daughter, Myrna Unrau and her husband, Ron
of Morden, son, Murray Wood and his wife, Helen of Niverville, son, Stephen Wood and his
partner, Donna Harde of Roland as well as her siblings, Pete Wiebe of Winkler, John and Jeanette
Wiebe of Niverville, Ben and Jan Wiebe of Stonewall, Abe and Justina Wiebe of Niverville, Henry
and Marilynn Wiebe of Darlingford, Marge and Dave Wall of Reinland, stepchildren, Susan and
Nick Pharaoh of La Riviere, Lena and John Friesen of Winkler, Marge Purves of Edmonton,
Mary Anne and Ross Bursey of Carman, Jake and Elaine Fehr of Winkler. She also leaves 13
grandchildren, Jeff Wood, Lisa O’Neil, Paul Miller, Melanie Morrissette, Karen Golas, Tanis Wood,
Ryan Brodenhagen-Wood, Jason Wood, Michael Wood, Nicole Schroeder, Matthew Wood,
Krista Unrau, and Amy Unrau and many great grandchildren and stepgrandchildren.

The funeral service was held at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 17, 2015 at the Sommerfeld
Church in Winkler with Pastor John Friesen presiding and interment at the Fairview Cemetery
in Roland. Morden Sommerfeld ladies served the lunch. Thank you for looking after so many
details for us. Also thank you to the pianist, ushers and caretaking.

The family would also like to express their gratitude to the many who touched Mary’s life in a
special way this past year.

e Her friends at Buhler Building.

¢ Homestead for trying to make it work for her there.

¢ Rana for the many deliveries of oxygen and for your kind words.

e The drivers at Morden Handi-Van - it was the only way she travelled in her last months and
their kindness and is so much appreciated.

e Home Care workers — they came faithfully to care for her needs and she couldn’t have
managed at home without them. Your many acts of kindness were a blessing to her.

¢ Dr. Woelk at BTHC Cancer Care

e Dr. Kevin Earl of Agassiz Medical Centre — thank you for walking with her through this final
journey. Your words were always kind and compassionate.

e Wiebe Funeral Home for their efficient and compassionate handling of final arrangements.

e BTHC - the many nurses, aides and staff who cared for Mary at various times this year and
especially during her last week. Thank you for doing that so well and with such kindness and
caring.

¢ Thank you to friends and family for your caring expressions of condolence.

L

Wiebe Huneral Homes Lt

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Voice
CALL: 325-6888

Committed to Excellence: Learning
Today - Building for Tomorrow”

1 BDRM
SUITES

Garden Valley School Division (Winkler MB)
Has a job opening for the following:

COMPUTER TECHNICIAN

100% Permanent, Garden Valley School Division (Division Office)
Posting # 01-CT-15
Start Date: February 1, 2016

Available in
Morden.

Rent includes fr.
st. water, heat,
common room for
gatherings. Suit-
able for retired or

Please visit our website at www.gvsd.ca for additional semi-retired
Information regarding this employment opportunity or contact: Call Cindy at
Human Resources, Garden Valley School Division 362-7151 or

toll free at
1-866-449-0254
for more info.

Box 1330, 750 Triple E Boulevard Winkler, MB R6W 4B3
Tel: (204) 325-8335; Fax: (204) 325-4132; E-mail: hr@gvsd.ca

BOOK YOUR ANNOUNCEMENT HV Winder @ Morder

CALL: 325-6888 oice
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WINKLER HOMETOWN JIANZEN ﬁouthland

AUTO .
DEALERS servicE oerusrsucs p3oNDA

www.wWinklerautodealers.com

New 2015 chev

Cruze LT_gga .

NEW

gg‘geflg:us S _'j/ T ‘ATurbo, 6 Speed Manual A/C, Tit, Crise, PW, ‘ IT'E; THE

FFC177 Keyless Entry, Rear Vision Camera, Chev MyIkaech Pkg. etc.

Well-Equipped forPLUS STKW4897 FOR ONLY 20,435 g : b R s I ,
$22,733% | 14250 T TN g;ggg L gt i el e

0% Financing for 84 months *110 Bi-Weekly

Amount Financed $25,769.53 includes GST, PST, TAXES DOWN Freight Down $16.435 Canat 49 . S ! gy ey
Tire Tax & PPSA Fee. Cost of borrowing - $0 84 mo. term 4.99% Interest + FREIGHT & TAX i G _ . | l il ol

New 2015 Chev

= =9 PLN 4 i
ey CTIFFER
i ' W ‘ oyl

“W
> ).‘7

R 1.8 4 ¢yl., 6 Speed Auto, Power Sunroof,
Heated Seats, Remote Start, Rear Vision Camera, 17" Alum. Wheels, Chev MyLink Pkg. etc

521,740

PURCHASE up o0 TS soweramascn -§ 1000
FINANCING 84 MOS. 119 B;-Weekly vesresocreom  =$3000

— @@L .
. $ /
or choose REBATES up to ss,ooo ET;/LX,E,,SO%%V Z’Z’ﬁ’;j ﬁ,‘;:,lst 1 7 3 740 MODEL SHOWN: CIVIC TOURING

+ FREIGHT & TAX S . - ,
NEW 2015 F-350 4x4 Lariat R T — 1 ’50 2015 CIVICs
Diesel Cr%__. = e S

51,000

HOLIDAY BONUS

Rebate & 2.0Turbo, 6 Speed Auto, Leather Interior, Front Buckets with Heated Seats, ’
i Power Sunroof, Navigation, Rear Vision Camera, 19” Alum. Wheels, etc. *.I gggﬁgglﬁ ng car

STK W4920 FOR ONLY s36!405 C I V I C 17 yearsin a row.

Purchase Payment 's 1 000
4 * MSRP is $22,786.45 for a new 2015 Civic 4D LX 5MT, model FB2E4FEX, and includes $1,495 freight

3179 Bi_weekly YEAR END CREDIT '36695 & PDI, Federal A /C fee, tire duty and applicable sales taxes. License, insurance, environmental fees

and registration are extra. Retailer may sell for less. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Cash

TAXES DOWN Fre[ght Down $28 7 1 0 purchase savings of up to $1,500 on select new and umeg\stered 2015 Civic models (4D Si 6MT aﬂd
Hybrid excluded), is applied to the purchase price after taxes. #$1,000 Holiday humus on select new

84 mo. term 4.99% Interest J md unregistered 2015 Civic Sedans is applied to the purchase price after taxes. */#0ffers valid Trnm

+ FREIGHT& TAX December 1, 2015 through January 4, 2016 at participating Honda retailers Offus valid only for

Manitoba residents at Huﬂda Dealers of Manitoba locations and are subject to change or cancellation
without prior notice. Offer valid on new in-stock 2015 vehicles. While quantities last. Visit HondaMa-

mtuba com or your Manitoba Honda dealer for details

JANZEN outhland

CHEVROLET BUICK GMC LTD
Permit No. 1162 Since 1955 WINKLER - CARMAN H 0 N DA HONDA
KURT MILLER HENRY BLATZ DON KLIPPENSTEIN TODD KRASSMAN KEVl TALBOT

HONDA.CA
KURT@IPB.CA HENRY@JPB.CA DON@JPB.CA TODD@JPB.CA KEVIN@IPB.CA CHUCK Joby GARTH

GOOMENORILDRIVE- 325477 [t taler] | IEFTPA Tt e

WWW.HOMETOWNFORD.CA AJANZENCHEUROLETICH 1-877-246-6322 » 325-7899




THE
BIGGEST
SAVINGS
WEEK OF

THE YEAR

FROM

YOUR

LOCAL
RETAILERS

SAVE ON ALL
THE GOODIES _ |
YOU DIDN'T
GET FOR
CHRISTMAS

Participatin Dairy Queen * Nowlan and Moore ¢ Quality Inn « Amishland Furniture
a ICIPG ing Co-op@home * Quarks ¢ Fabricland « Home Furniture and Appliances * Pharmasave
Retailers: Co-op Fashions ¢ Klassen’s of Winkler ¢ Border Valley Cleanco * KC’s Shoe Repair

BRING IN THIS
COUPON AND F 0 R

1/41b Bacon

. . ’ . , e
Grilled Chicken . e & A o Cheese Grillburger & =
Burger ' b

MORDEN XM . £ / 4 ek
PR LA S b ok e
# L e R ‘ o 06 06 06 0 o R
20 -822-5568 . . . . . . ; % i E y
TR Al A€ ey el I
Wy Y <IN e e o o o o

650 THORNHILL ST. 1/4 Ib ol <y 2k Crisgy Chicken 2N :
. P s il Y -}_- urger ly by Original Double
FROM DEC. 23 UNTIL JAN 9 Mushroom Swiss g _ .

; WAL, sl | Cheeseburger
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PER VISIT Grillburger RN iy ger |

Published by The Winkler Morden Voice Ph. 204-325-6888 Email: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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BOXING BARGAIN BLOWOUT

The history and traditions of Boxing Day

Many countries celebrate Boxing
Day on December 26. Those out-
side of these countries may be
unaware as to the meaning behind
the holiday and how its traditions
originated.

Boxing Day is celebrated by those
in countries that were once part of
the British empire, which includes
Canada. As a federal holiday,
post offices and banks are closed.
Schools also are closed as part of
winter vacations. Despite being a
federal holiday, Boxing Day is not
observed in the same way in all
provinces and territories. Also, it is
not an official holiday in Quebec.
Depending on the area, stores may
be open or closed. Some people
use the opportunity to take part
in post-Christmas sales or make
returns. Many stores run Boxing
Week sales the full week through
New Year’s Day. Some shoppers
have been known to camp out-
side of stores to take advantage of
these price cuts, much in the way
Americans might wait in the wee
hours of the morning for Black
Friday deals.

The etymology of the name
Boxing Day is unclear, but some
historians surmise that it is tied

to the European tradition of giv-
ing gifts to the needy and those
in service positions, as was the
case during the Middle Ages.
In the United Kingdom, it also
became tradition that the day
after Christmas employers would
gift their servants with boxes of
food leftovers from the holidays
or present monetary gifts. The ser-
vants were allowed to take the day
off to spend it with their families
after having worked Christmas.
Other ideas tie the tradition to the
Feast of Saint Stephen, which also
takes place on December 26. Metal
boxes, into which people could
put donations for the needy, were
left outside of churches.

Despite what the name may
suggest, the sport of boxing has
nothing to do with the holiday.
However, with Canadians and oth-
ers having the day off from work,
they may be able to tune into a
fight on television and establish
a new tradition. There are other
ways people can create their own
Boxing Day traditions. Here are a
few ideas.

¢ Collect food or clothing dona-
tions from neighbors and deliver
them to a shelter or soup kitchen.

AMISHLAND
FURNITURE

handcrafted by ontario mennonites & amish

AVAILABLE [N

1 i
! GERMAN 8 DAY |
| MOVEMENT |}
! WITH

' TRIPLE CHIMES J

CHERRY OR ASH HARDWOOD - PREMIUM FINISHES

¢ Volunteer to help at a hospital,
animal shelter or school when it
reopens.

* Encourage children to invite
their friends over and curl up with
a good movie and some popcorn.

¢ If you are a business owner, call
employees and personally thank
them for their time of service.

<+ Residenti al GARPET/UPHOI.STERY-I

EMERGENCY
WATER EXTRACTION
FURNACE/AIRDUCT
CLEANING |

vorde, L + Commercial
Q

//6')/ Cle VFREE DRYER
anco

362-8080

* Have a fun, family game night.

* Decorate the house with boxes
of all shapes and sizes.

* Gather holiday gift boxes and
prepare them for the recycling bin.

* Make a charitable donation to
your preferred organization.

($149.95 Value) with
the purchase of airduct/

furnace cleaning
CLIP THIS AD FOR COUPON

q,order Va”

€Y Detailing

* RV Packages * Auto Detailing |

* Boat Detailing/Polishing

¢ Highway tractor interior I
cleaning/detailing

. : Autopac Vehicle & RV Remediation * Rodents ¢ Flood * Fire
124 ROBLIN BLVD E WINKLER MB - 204.331.1415

WWW.BORDERVALLEYCLEANCO.COM
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FRIGIDAIRE| BOXING WEEK SAVINGS
o 50% OFF
UP TO 0

| T ) _::J!
‘ | On Bedroom Sets, Sofa Sets,

[ (
Recliners, Accent Chairs, and Mattress Sets

BOXING WEEK SPECTACULAR!
v * |

Save Up to $600 on all Frigidaire Professional® Appliances
See in-store sales associate for details. Oer available at participating retailers.

SAVE $500 SAVE $250
NOW $2199 NOW $949

WAS 52699 WAS $1199 SAVE $200

CPEH3077RF
e NOW $699
| WAS $899

SAVE $600

NOW $2699 WAS $3299

30” Over-the-Range
Mi
23 cu. ft. Counter-Depth Front Control 24" Dishwasher CPBIT\;(;‘BV;;;F

FrenchFEgé);g;;g%erator Freestanding Electric Range FPID2497RF

"I-N3]PCE{PACKA(

Eg REGY$5197]
I OW[$3197,

o iy
-

s )
it i '

ALL Fnészens
ON|SALE

Home Furniture & Appliances

295 Kimberly Road w l N KLE R Ph. 325-8263
Home THE HOME OF GREAT INTERIORS

furniture  Mmon.-wed. 9:30-5:30, Thurs.-Fri. 9:30-9:00, Sat. 9:30-5:30, Closed Sunday
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BOXING BARGAIN BLOWOUT

Five fun activities to do with your kids

Parents know that spending
quality time with the kids is the
best part of the day. And organiz-
ing a family activity doesn’t have
to cost much. Instead of signing up
for pricey arts and crafts classes,
you can get creative at home with
your printer and create printable
crafts the whole family can enjoy.

Many printers feature built-in
printing apps that provide tactile
fun for kids.

Here are some great projects to
try:

Colouring book pages: There
are hundreds of free printable
templates that will keep your kids
occupied for hours on end. From
Olaf, to Mickey Mouse, your kids
can select their favourite charac-
ters to create their own personal
colouring book.

Puzzles: Keep young minds
active with the world’s most popu-
lar crossword puzzles for every day

ke

of the week. There are also plenty
of activity sheets to fill cold winter
days.

Menu planner: Get your chil-
dren involved with meal planning
to help them feel comfortable in
the kitchen and let them grow
accustomed to making healthy
choices. Receive a week’s worth of
nutritious and delicious meal ideas
that you can make with your kids.

Personalized invitations:
Having a birthday party for your
child and all their friends? Make
invitations with custom templates,
graphics, fonts and borders that fit
the theme for the party.

Family photos: Showcase your
latest family photo by adding origi-
nal word art, drawings and borders
and print with professional quality
photo paper to hang around your
home.

|

Wishing you a Blessed Christmas and a Prosperous

New Year from Nowlan & Moore Optometric

Dr. Ross F. Moore, B.Sc., 0.D.
Dr. Stephen Mazur, B.Sc., 0.D.

“Protecting two of your most valuable asse

385 Mountain Ave., WIN
PH: 204-325-8¢

Winn
PH: 204-942-0C

E: drrossmoore@shz
www.drrossmoo

AlL

Including handbags, scarves, jewelry, sweaters, tops, leggings

2@%‘% ﬁlif; Regular

Retail
ON SALE UNTIL DEC 31/15
LIVE WELL WITH

PHARMASAVE

360 STEPHEN ST. MORDEN - 822-4444
MONDAY - THURSDAY 9-6 * FRIDAY 9-9 - SATURDAY 9-5:30

Let the friendly Pharmasave Staff HELP YOU!




Beat the New Year blues
by taking time for nature

Across Canada, millions are
heading back to work, or school,
after a busy holiday. January also
signals the peak season for the
“post-holiday blues” — feeling
down as we return to the daily
grind after a long vacation. The end
of the holidays isn’t the only thing
bogging people down. According
to the Canadian Mental Health
Association, one in five Canadians
experience a seasonal shift in
mood and energy known as “win-
ter blues” and about two percent
are affected by a type of depres-
sion called seasonal affective dis-
order (SAD).

The good news is that there are
natural ways to ward off a yearly
recurrence of the blues.

Here are some of our tips to help
you regain your sprightly spirit:

Take a hike

Winter is the perfect time to see
nature on foot, snowshoe, skate
or ski. Walking in nature reserves
and parks is a great way to enjoy
the beauty of the outdoors while
switching up the sedentary winter
lifestyle. The Nature Conservancy
of Canada’s properties feature
diverse terrain types, from pris-
tine forests like Backus Woods in
Ontario, to long sandy beaches like
Gaff Point in Nova Scotia, all of
which are great picks for your next
nature trip.

Or, blaze a trail with trivia: Make
it a social and educational outing
by preparing some trivia about the
area’s points of interest and spe-
cies you might encounter.

Build a snow animal
Are you feeling snowed in as
well? Instead of complaining about

._" rgE—— __ F a5 :_

X

%
N

LY

the snow that’s got you stuck
indoors, turn glum to fun by put-
ting on some gloves and heading
to your nearest patch of snow. Let
your imagination work its magic
and build your favourite snow ani-
mal. No matter what the outcome,
it will be a masterpiece well worth
your time.

Watch the birds

Spotting winter birds can bring
tremendous joy and satisfaction,
especially when they can be few
and far between. Currently, the
invasion of snowy owls is all the
rave in eastern Canada. But besides
the snowies, there are many other
species to spot throughout winter,
such as water birds like goldeneyes
and mergansers, in addition to res-
ident Canada geese and mallards
along lakeshore or open water.You
may even see birds of prey such as
red-tailed hawks and falcons on
light poles during daily commutes.
Species like rock pigeons and gulls
have adapted to survive in urban
settings, so don’t be surprised to
meet one of these species down-
town!

Create an indoor nature day

There are days when the weather
is frightful and going outside is not
a good idea. But you can still have
a healthy distraction from the blue
mood by reading up on Canada’s
species, their characteristics and
conservation statuses. By learn-
ing more about them, you will be
able to appreciate the wonders
of nature and Canada’s diverse,
natural heritage for your next visit
to the great outdoors.
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Boing Day

e FOR EVERYONE
* December 28-31 *

\LL IN-STOCK

e CHRISTMAS FABRICS
e CHRISTMAS VINYLS
* CHRISTMAS
BATIK COTTONS
e HOLIDAY PRINTED
ORGANZAS

65-70"’

{
REGULAR PRICE

Tl A A SN A

~ALL IN STOCK

* GLITTER SNOWFLAKE
% MESH TULLE SPOOLS |
? ( « CHRISTMAS
¢ TRIMS & BELLS

4 65:2 rici ¢

Winkler Store Only 700 Norquay Dr. 325-5074

Store Hours Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Friday 9:00 am - 9:00 pm ° Saturday 9:30 am - 5:30 pm
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QUARKS
Boxing Week

Sale

Dec 26-31

ENTIRE STORE

25-70

%

OFF

ALL UGG 15-20% OFF DEC 26-28

ENJOY BRANDS SUCH AS

e eh Bearpawd

feker “EULLS

MANIT2BAH

MUKLUESS .

Josef Seibel

AQUASKIN®  skrcreRrs MERRELLQY € Columbia

Foxfire Plaza - Unit D-175 - Foxfire Trail - Winkler, MB
Just east of Walmart | quarks.ca

Another workday begins. After
stumbling out of bed and getting
ready you head to work. On the
way, you hit the drive thru for
some caffeine and pick up a box of
donuts for your morning meeting.
By 10 a.m. you're full of energy. By
11 a.m., you can barely keep your
eyes open. With so much work to
do, you and your colleagues skip
lunch or grab some takeout. And
exercise? Who's got the time?

It may seem like making healthy
choices--especially at work--is too
inconvenient and takes too much
time, but it doesn’t have to be.

Grazing greener. Help keep
waistlines trim, energy levels con-
sistent and arteries clear by swap-
ping those donuts for a fruit tray or
yogurt at your next meeting. Better
still, put healthy snacking on the
agenda by organizing a “Well
Wednesday” or “Fresh Friday,”
where employees take turns bring-
ing in nutritious treats for every-
one to share.

Stepping up the pace. Connect
with co-workers by organizing a
pre or post-work walking group.
“Training” for a charity walk or run
not only gives the group a goal to
work toward, but a sense of greater
purpose. Walking is a great way to
boost your health, mood and pro-
ductivity. Or try some lunchtime
Yoga or Pilates. Consider pulling
together a company slow pitch,
basketball or volleyball team-

-anything that encourages you and
your co-workers to get together
and get active.

Passing it on. Whether it’s a great
article on exercise and depression,
a fabulous low fat recipe, or health
and wellness information, don’t
keep it to yourself. Pass it on. If
you have a company intranet, post
links on the site. Keep it upbeat
and general and be sensitive to
other people’s comfort levels.
Avoid singling out individuals or
distributing information on con-
troversial issues.

Breathing life into wasted space.
Take the initiative and transform a
cubbyhole of vacant space into a
“recharging space” or”decompres-
sion lounge” for people to visit
on breaks to de-stress. It doesn’t
have to take major effort or money.
Clear out the clutter and replace
it with some comfortable seating,
play some relaxing classical or jazz
music and add the water cooler
to help everyone stay hydrated. It
could also be a great place to post
wellness tips and information.

Championing a healthy work
environment doesn’t require huge,
time-consuming changes. It can
be simple--it's about enthusiasm,
creativity and action. Helping
strengthen the physical and emo-
tional wellness of co-workers is
bound to spread, leading to health-
ier minds, bodies and a more pro-
ductive workplace.
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~ 7 " V’
Dec. 26
-Jan. 7

or while
quantities last

|

E—
FURNITURE INDUSTRIES, ING. 3 - ) — — =
-‘ " - e " |
If you love the cool look of leather but long for the warm
AShIey Bladen S Ofa & I-oveseatfeel of fabric, you'll find Signature Design’s Bladen sofa fits the bill

Available in Coffee or Slate Colours beautifully. Rest assured, the textural, multi-tonal upholstery is
Add the SAVE REG. PRICE rich with character and interest - while plush, pillowy cushions

$CI13aiZOé :$460 $131o merge comfort and support with a high-style design.
~ T

R — L
&S

| =

Lolita Queen Set ~ 25% OFF <4
Sealy =
HOURS: 7AM - 2PM| @ & AiOtherinStock S

www.coopathome.ca 1200 [L1L M

555 S. Railway Ave Winkler (204) 325-8777 Full Set $599 SAVE
10 pce Joy Cookware Set ' | ZWILLNG King Set $799 | 610

. This Lolita Plush Pillow top mattress is strong, durable
+1.5Qt. /1.4 L Saucepan with lid

and supportive. Decades of R&D have lead to patented
+ 20t/ 1.9 Saucepot with lid
+3Qt/2.85 L Saucepot with lid J :

technology thta instantly adjusts to your body, provides
+6.25Qt./ 6 L Stockpot with lid ,,!'_L:r;-.:-'-'fi

superior all-over support, along with the comfort you
need for relaxing sleep. This mattress features CertiPUR-
+ 8"/ 20 cm Steamer insert
+9.5"24 cm Fry pan

US® High Density Foam, that are healthier, last longer and
REG. PRICE =

are more resistant to your body impressions. An integrated
coil system designed to provide more plush-back support
' ) A _._.J y - v A 4 =
6140 Mol & A 15% Off 4
/ nite bloc
10 pce Knife Block y 300/ Off -~ i I=
p : % - ° .- Reg. Price Multi-Room g
/ >

sleep surface tha* reduces metion transfer.

% AllReg.Priced = _ AUDIO <
REG. PRICE ‘4 si99 ;HEADPHONE“ ’S‘PfAK:RS

3
-

o, A A0/ Arer 4
All R3ego P/rci’cggfock ‘U / o UTT -

a0 CLCTERS  allin-stock =
o URNTABI'E A Home Theatre System

Made in Spain, High Performance No Stain
German Steel, Natural Wooden Block

Rebel T6i 18-55IS

Miele Complete (3 22p 8 denien - peg, PRICE
. . .. creen ;
Limited Edition $999 ( Get the most our of your flatscreen TV with the HD
S Theatre 300. It delivers the sheer power, detail and
Vacuum s - ] 1€ Shet
m emotion of every film, music or video game soundtrack.
REG. PRICE REG. PRICE
utess T $640
Kit 3"Touch Screen . .
REG. PRICE Klipsch GIG Wireless
vy $779 Music System
REG. PRICE
Rebel T5 18-55 IS Kit $229

18Mp, 150 6400, 3" LCD
' Screen, Liveview Mode

REG. PRICE

&E599

Play 1StarterPack | | ¥ m

REG. PRICE

$438

uoue)
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BOXING WEEK SALE - BOXING WEEK SALE * BOXING WEEK SALE * BOXING WEEK SALE * BOXING WEEK SALE °* BOXING WEEK SALE * BOXING WEEK SALE

Fully Integrated, 6.2 cu. ft. Electric Laundry Pair ] DWB80F6000UTS
25cu.ft,  StainlessTub Dishwasher Freestanding Range MHWS100DC 1 25.5 cu. ft. 25.5 cu. ft. 21.6 cu. ft.
36" Wide With Chopper YMER8700DS Washer - 4.5 Cu Ft, French Door Refrigerator French Door
French Door ' |ntern§?¥+v:;‘t’gsgénitize | Stainless Twin Cooling Plus™, ; I Stainless
Fridge MD@SDM 3 Cycle, Dryer-7.4 éu Ft Steam I Ref"gerator . Newlce & Water Ref"gerator
REG. PRICE RF26HFENDSR Dispenser, Ice Master, 4 ALSO AVAILABLE IN
SAV E Plus 2 ‘ $2599 Energy Star® RF26J7500 E ’ WHITE. RF220NCTASR
Year Free |
SAVE | |
ssoo REG. PRICE $900 't ‘
REG. PRICE L 1 :
' Top Control Dishwasher
$2199 Top Load e & 5_: i \ £ I8 &% " REG. PRICE sREngPI;CEg 1 §E1G9PR9K; Stainless tub, Hard Food Disposer, 48 dBA
| PRICE|  LoundryPair , $2299 REG. PRICE m
WTW5000/YWED49 ] 3
s 9 9 9 Whirlpool® 5.0 cu. ft. Cabrio® m $1 899 m $999
High-Efficiency Top Load '
Washer/7.0 cu. ft. HE Dryer —
PLUS MANY with Steam Refresh Cycle WASHER & REG. PRICE WASHER & REG. PRICE
1098 $600 $1698 — —— 5.9 cu. ft. Electric
APPLIANCES! S JEENEVE L) — voviR oB Range with
MFF2558DEM e Self-Cleaning
¢ Convection
22 i f - P Oven S AVE $3oo
cu. ft.hFrenchc[I)‘oltl)r Refrigerator 2306 clu. 't| KitchenAid .
with Accu-Chill™ system -Inc : REG. PRICE
] French Door s AVE
Refrigerator
This 20 cubic foot $8oo

refrigerator has a

WRF532SNBM

Stainless tub, Storm Wash, 46 dBA
$899 REG. PRICE $899
$1199

counter-depth design that WEF/DV5000
ives it a built-in look.
But the beauty o this WD PEDESTALS SOLD SEPERATELY
French door fridge goes
beyond the exterior.

SAVE

REG. PRICE 46 dBA Dishwasher with : S | -
6.4 Cu. Ft $2999 ProScrub™ Option 30-Inch 5-Element UN55J6300 REG. PRICE UN5557000 UNS55JU6700 UN65JU7500 - P;l:ézgsoo 32" LED
Fre.estan;di;lg REG. PRICE Electric Convection Range REG. PRICE LEDTV $1'999 LEDTV Curved LED TV Curved LED TV $é49 Smart TV
Electric Range with e m $1399 $899 [Y:\V/ 3 REG. PRICE $1299 Smart, Full HD, 1080p 4K Ultra HD, Smart 4K Ultra HD, Smart 4K Ultra HD, Smart
Warming Draver e —— LI $1799 m 75" $2499 m 60" $1299 §1799 $3699 m m 10 ONLY
— T Gt PLUS MANY MORE KITCHENAID APPLIANCES!
Year Free REG. PRICE KCM222A0B . . . - 3D Smart REG. PRICE
Warranty Architect Glass Architect 2 Slice ' Blueray $139
F g $1 599 14 Cup Coffee Maker Il 2 Slice Toaster ' Toaster Countor Silver ' Player
| SAVE $24°° ’9 . | BDI5900

SAVE

71$600] L

RE;&;“; £ KMT211CU R?;égggli @ KMT223CS REsGi:‘; )

SAVE $1so |

Mini
Component
System

SAVE $350
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B — Whirlpool Gold® KCO1110B . 40JU6400 " UN48J5201 UN58H5202
Dishwasher with KMT44208 Deluxe 5 Quart Stand Mlxer REG. PRICE 48”LED TV 58”SmartLEDTV MXJ630
" - f 450 Watt Heavy Duty Motor with $999 40” UHD 60MR, 1080p, Smart 60MR. 1080P
TargetClean ). 4 Slice Toaster 10 Speeds, includes Flat Beater, Dough '
Option Onyx Black or y Hool, Wire Whip and Pouring Shild-+ SmartTV.  REG.PRICE iy m REG. PRICE
SAVE REG. PRICE Liquid Graphite SAVE LEALLE: m 55” $1199 $749 $899 $199
REG. PRICE Classic Toaster Oven L 28§370 €699

2.1 Soundbar
with wireless Sub HWj430

JB BONUS HAND MIXER

$999 REG. PRICE
e sus KL s 5 §

WDF76050AM m 30 /O Off All Reg. Price In-Stock

AND FOOD CHOPPER!
PLUS MANY

r"\..
>
Whirlpool morewHirLPooL SM ALL APPLI ANCES Assorted Colours
APPLIANCES! Food Chopper and Hand Mixer (Tangerine only) !

(z{e ) NG W K S 3 :{e), NG W N . c BOX NG W K SI 3 :{e),

AMSUN CO:-0OD:

veEwk  555S.Railway Ave Winkler (204) 3258777 WWW.coopathome.ca

BOXING WEEK SALE - BOXING WEEK SALE - BOXING WEEK SALE - BOXING WEEK SALE -

e IATWYS M3

NG
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XBR55X810C

SAVE $600

50" LED 'i'V REG. PRICE - 48”LEDTV REG.PRICE 55”LEDTV REG.PRICE
1080p, Android, Edge lit, s Smart, Motion Flow 120 799 XBR, $K, Android 05,
Motion Flow 960, PS Now, 3D $1199 $ 120Hz, X-Reality Pro $1999

— e~ S ONY Offers powerful sound and wireless audio streaming. This
. S ONY _ h | receiver features 7.2 channel speaker output and delivers
- 7.2 nn up to 145W per channel for robust audio playback.
Blu'Ray = AV RC a . e Built-in Bluetooth with NFC connectivity.
REG. PRICE J\q Player , eceiver ReG.PRICE
$129 CELY v pshow 30 a— SAVE $100 $399

65UF9500

SOINY  KpLsowsooc
SONY

60UF7300
55UF6800

49LF5900

— : REG PRlCE
65" UHD TV peg. price P 60" UHD TV ReG. PRICE 55"UHDTV «q4rog
4K, IPS Pannel, ColourPrime, y 4K, 120Hz, web0S $1999 4K, IPS Pannel, web0S 2.0,
web0S 2.0, Smart, 30, $4999 120Hz, Smart ame 49” $799

Ultra Surround
r i M 65UF6450 49" LED
: v LEDTV REG. PRICE

Smart, Triple XD Engine, $799 $599

Web Browser

9.6"”
L Samsung
P .., | - £l -
e/ Tab E - § : >
REG. PRICE AVE $800 o7 - 25% Off
§329 ' ' - “In-stock Regular Priced
8”UHD TV REG. PRICE

A : 5 . 65” UHD TV REG. PRICE ¥
Very \ Colour Prime IPS, sz 499 m 4K, 1201z, web0S sz 499 HOM E TH EATR
ited N - / SPEAKERS

YAMAHA YAMAHA YAMAHA YAMAHA ~ 744 0.

7.2 Channel Surround RXV579 . 7.2 Channel Network AV Receiver Rrxvs79 .
YAMAHA'S exclusive.

Provides 7.1 channel surround with

high quality, excellent imaging and rich presence. Wifi, Bluetooth, Musicat  REG. PRICE Wifi, Bluetooth, 4K compatible REG. PRICE

$649 $749

Y:\'4 3 $1oo \ 5.1 Channel Surround 7 Channel Surround AV RXV1079
REG. PRICE s . :

58UF8300

DA - STYS JMIAIAM DNIXOEa - IATYS MNIATAM DNIXOoa

||

Bluetooth® wireless music streaming compatibility and
a dedicated smartphone app for convenient control.
Unique bass extension processing technology for an

= s . 1 N '..—-
YASZO; immersive, detailed sound that fills the room 80&’:’ Pe”h;'w%'- :/lHDMCI out, REG. PRICE Wifi, Bluetooth, HDMI Zone REG. PRICE
Sound Bar uetooth, Wifi, MusicCast $5 49 Switching, MusicCast $1399 899

REG. PRICE

www.coopathome.ca CO-0OPD.

555 S. Railway Ave Winkler (204) 325-8777
BOXING WEEK SALE L BOXING WEEK SALE L4 We reserve the right to limit quantities - rainchecks not available for most items
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BOXING BARGAIN BLOWOUT

The snowbird home safety checklist
How to monitor your home while in the sun

When Snowbirds finally make
their way down south for their
annual vacation away from our
brutal Canadian winters the last
thing they need to worry about is
the safety of their home.

According to Patrice De Luca,
vice president of Business
Development for ADT Canada,
there are several key steps
Snowbirds should take to ensure
peace of mind when away from
home. The following home safety
tips for snowbirds can help you
plan important safety measures
before your departure:

* Suspend your newspaper and
mail delivery; or have a neighbour
collect them for you.

* Make sure your home looks
lived in. Try not to draw the win-
dow treatments in every window
leave it looking somewhat natural.

* Have someone routinely shov-
el the walk, clear your car off if it
snows, or park their car in your
driveway if you're taking yours.

* Don’t forget garbage collection
day. Ask a neighbour to put a bag
of garbage at your curb on gar-
bage day so not to tip off burglars.

* Set your lights on timers, in
various rooms. With some timers,
the lights go on and off at differ-
ent times each day, which means a
burglar can’t pick up on a pattern.

e Look into installing motion
sensor lights outside to help deter
a burglar. Consider installing

them in front and back.

* Ensure that all your doors and
windows are locked and secure.
Don’t forget about the garage,
make sure the door is secure. For
additional security, place a bar or
stick of wood in the lower track of
your sliding doors or windows.

* Turn off the water-main and
unplug the major appliances as an
added precaution.

¢ Inform a neighbor when you're
leaving and returning, and ask
them to keep an eye out for any-
thing suspicious. Leave them a
phone number where you can be
reached, and a spare set of your
keys in case of an emergency.

¢ Consider investing in a home
security system as it’s a very effec-
tive deterrent. A home protected
by a monitored security system
with visible decals and signs is
less susceptible to a break in than
one without a system. Make sure
your security system includes a
loud inside alarm, detectors at all
exterior doors, and motion sensors
in the master bedroom and main
living areas. The alarm system
is linked to a remote monitoring
centre that protects your home 24
hours a day against burglars, fire,
carbon monoxide poisoning and
floods by supervising the temper-
ature, electrical system and point
of entries of your home.

Winter Maintenance for your Home

Winter weather such as; low
temperatures, high winds, snow-
fall and freezing rain can cause
costly damage to your home.
Following a few simple mainte-
nance tips can help protect your
home from winter hazards.

Inside the home

¢ Every month that the house is
heated, clean or replace furnace
air filters

¢ Test and replace the batteries
in smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors. Be sure to vacuum the
smoke detectors as dust and spi-
der webs can prevent them from
functioning properly

* Occasionally run water
through plumbing fixtures that
are not often used to keep water
in the trap (laundry tub or guest
bathroom)

¢ Test plumbing shut-off valves
to ensure they are working prop-
erly.

* Examine your attic for frost
accumulation. Roofs should be
check for ice dams or icicles.

Outside the home:

* To prevent falls and injuries,
keep your sidewalk and any stairs
at the front of your house clear of
ice and snow

* Remove snow from around
gas meters, gas appliance vents,
exhaust vents and basement win-
dows.

* Fit any exposed pipes with
insulation sleeves or wrapping

¢ Trim any tree branches that
hang close to the house, garage, or
any electrical wires

Joy  Peace ° Holidays ® Merry Noel * Jingle Bells ® Jolly Christmas ¢ Season’s Greetings

‘Bearpaw Slippers

e Jolly Christmas * Season’s Greetings ®

e Merry Noel » Jingle Bel

VReg. 249.99 | JEANS |
Sa’!e 192.99

Joy * Peace *

DOOR CRASHERS CHIRISTIMIAS

WESTERN
HIRT

o sBbu1}3319 S,U0SRAS o SRWSIIY) AJJO[ o S||2g 3|BUIL o |[SON ALIS|N e SARPIIOH o 32B3d o AOL

Joy  Peace ° Holidays ® Merry Noel  Jingle Bells ® Jolly Christmas ¢ Season’s Greetings

YOUR WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
WINKLER, MB ¢ Ph: 325-5538
Service & Selection Guaranteed
Company charges welcome (must be arranged ahead of time)

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday 9:30am to 2 pm

325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
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Resolutions

Healthy resolutions for the new year

The tradition of making New Year’s reso-
lutions can be traced back to the ancient
Babylonians, who promised their gods that
they would repay their debts and return
borrowed items in the new year. While reso-
lutions have changed since then, people still
see the dawn of a new year as an opportunity
to commit to doing something good in the
months ahead.

No rules govern New  Year’s
resolutions, but many people
resolve to do something healthy. The fol-
lowing are just a few resolution ideas for
people who want to make 2016 as healthy
as possible.

¢ Lose weight. A January 2015 survey from
Nielsen found that 32 percent of U.S. con-
sumers resolved to lose weight in the new
year. That should come as no surprise, as
New Year’s Day marks an end to the holiday
season, when many people pack on pounds
thanks to holiday dinners, parties and the
baked goods that seem to find their way into
homes and offices throughout December.
Seventy-six percent of participants in the
Nielsen survey said they did not follow a
weight loss or diet program in 2014, which
might explain why so many felt a need to lose
weight in 2015. If you resolve to lose weight
in the new year, do so with the assistance of
your physician, who can offer useful advice
on diet and exercise.

¢ Bike to work. Depending on how close
your home is to your office, consider riding a
bike to work instead of driving into the office
every day. Riding a bicycle is great cardio-
vascular exercise, which is a critical part of
any successful exercise regimen. But riding

a bike to work also benefits the environment
by making the air you breathe cleaner. The
U.S. Census Bureau estimates that rough-
ly half of all U.S. residents live within five
miles of their workplace, which provides a
great opportunity for commuters to reduce
total household emissions, all while hav-
ing fun on their bicycles. If 50 percent of
American workers chose to bike rather than
drive to work each day, total household
emissions could be cut by as much as
6 percent. Biking to work also saves commut-
ers money on fuel.

* Work less. Work is good for the mind and
body, but too much work can lead to elevated
levels of stress. Stress can produce a host
of negative consequences, including an in-
creased risk for depression, obesity and heart
disease. Long hours at the office is one of the
leading causes of work-related stress, and
many professionals find themselves taking
on more than they can reasonably handle.
Make an effort to scale back your responsi-
bilities and spend less time at the office.

¢ Reduce alcohol consumption. Reducing
alcohol consumption is another healthy
resolution for the new year. Excessive al-
cohol consumption can do a number on
the human body. The National Institute
on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism notes
that overconsumption of alcohol can
affect the heart (increasing the risk for
cardiomyopathy, arrhythmia,  stroke,
and high blood pressure), liver (fibrosis,
cirrhosis, alcoholic hepatitis), pancreas (pan-
creatitis), and immune system (weakening
it and making you a much easier target for
disease). Reducing consumption can have a

considerable impact on your overall health.

Men and women resolving to get
healthier in the new year can do so
in various ways.

The 20-minute fitness plan

Most of us don’t exercise enough but the
good news is that experts agree you only
need 20 minutes each day to achieve long-
term fitness success.

According to the Canadian Health
Measures Survey, only 20 per cent of
Canadians are getting the recommend-
ed 150 minutes of moderate to vigorous
physical activity each week. Doing so pro-
vides many benefits, including better heart
health, reduced risk of early mortality, im-
proved mental health, and reduction in
certain types of cancer.

“Our bodies were designed to move,”says
Dr. Allana LeBlanc, Knowledge Manager at
ParticipACTION. “You can split up the 150
recommended minutes pretty much how-
ever you want — you can even start with
bouts of 10 minutes at a time and add onto
it gradually”.

Fitting activity into your day is crucial to
your overall health. Whether you go to the
gym, take a walk, or do squats and push-ups
during TV commercial breaks. The impor-
tant thing is to do something every day.

“We can all find 20 minutes in our day
to be active,” says Kelly Musovic, personal
training regional manager with GoodLife

Fitness. Here she shares a 20-minute plan
geared toward less experienced gym-goers
or those getting back into fitness.

* 5 minute warm up - run on a tread-
mill or go for a brisk walk. By the end, you
should be short of breath but still be able to
speak in short sentences.

e Air squats — Simulate sitting in a chair
by pushing your hips and butt back, keeping
your chest up and ensuring that your knees
do not push forward passed the toes —2 sets
of 10 reps. Rest for 60 seconds between sets.
All you need is your own bodyweight.

® Dumbbell chest press — while lying
down on a bench, hold two dumbells at
shoulder width, with your palms facing
away from your head, push the weights
up and slowly bring them back down until
your arms are at a 90 degree angle. 2 sets of
12 reps. Rest for 60 seconds between sets.

* One armed rows -2 sets of 12 reps on
each arm. Rest for 60 seconds between sets.

* 5 minute cool down — you should be
able to breathe easily and carry a conversa-
tion.

e Finish with stretching or foam rolling to
prevent tight muscles.



Tune out, turn off, drop it.
Disconnect and enjoy your holidays!

Holidays and vacations away,
even “staycations”, are great
opportunities to unwind, let go
of work related stress, and recon-
nect with family and friends. That
is, they are until the emails and
text messages sound their pinging
symphony and the temptation to
“just check on this one thing” dis-
rupts our peace and quiet.

There’s an image being passed
around showing a group of friends
at a campsite — the caption reads
something along the lines of,
“Anybody have plans to stare at
their phones somewhere exciting
this weekend?” It’s amusing, but
sadly true. Far too often we go
away (even just to the movies or
out to dinner!) and spend too much
time staring at the little screen
in our hand, worried that we’ll
miss out on something important
if we don’t check in. The 24/7 cycle
catches us in its web.

This addiction is ruining our
holidays; we aren’t really getting
a break, and we aren’t tuning out
and truly focusing on the places
we are or the people we’re with.
When you're fixated on posting
that pic of the kids playing onto
your Facebook page, how much
quality time are you actually
spending with them? Do you really
need your phone with you on a
fishing trip?

So here’s a challenge. The next
time you go on holidays, leave
the electronics at home. The cell,
the tablet, the laptop... Did the
idea just make you gasp? The more

impossible this seems, the more
rewarding you will find it when
you do it.

Of course, you may be bring-
ing your phone along with you
for safety’s sake, but you can still
take steps to ensure that it won’t
take over your time away. Here are
some tips to help you truly discon-
nect and enjoy your time away:

Commit to not bringing your
tablet and/or laptop. Leaving them
behind is the best way to avoid the
pull of playing just one more level
of Candy Crush instead of taking a
stroll around the area.

Turn off notifications. Switch
your settings so that you won’t
hear that“come hither” ping every
time you get an email, text, or
Twitter update.

Disconnect your work email
account. Your personal email
account too even! These can be
added back once you’ve returned
from vacation, but for the time
being, revert your phone to noth-
ing but a phone and you’ll remove
the temptation to check in with
the office. Go one step further and
remove the game apps from your
phone as well!

Only you know how deep your
addiction runs and how strict you
will need to be with yourself in
order to fully disconnect and make
your vacation, not your emails and
social media, your top priority. If
you feel you can’t do this alone, or
find that you have an unhealthy
attachment to your electronics, an
EFAP counsellor can help.
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Come "take advantage of fhe
Special Holiday Rate of $80 / night.

204 325-4381 qualityinnwinkler.com
851 Main St, Winkler MB

VISIT OUR SISTER PROPERTIES FOR LESS!

Come take advantage of the
Special Holiday Rate of $66.99 / night.
204 896-9000 motel6.com
4400 Portage Ave, Winnipeg West MB

e

Hollday Special from

;g Daysllnn r—December 14 — 29

Come take adval;tage of the
Special Holiday Rate of $85 / night.

204 320-9200 daysinnsteinbach.com
75 PTH 12 North, Steinbach MB
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Al szzes and accessories for the
' Big Green Egg are available,
3 'and on sale at Klassen's!

-
. PLUS: RECEIVE A FREE
s 201b BAG OF PREMIUM _
 LUMP CHARCOAL WITH
. THE PURCHASE OF
A BIG GREEN EGG!

3

\ <

Extra Large Egg complete Large Egg complete

W E E K ; w/nest and shelves: w/nest and shelves:
REG. BOXING REG. BOXING

$2283 o BLOWOUT $1724 o BLOWOUT
BLOWOUT $1999 $1549
E : — Larkinhurst Sofa
AN ﬂ e Reg. $1199
mm.. T o _.. o =6

Larkinhurst Loveseat |
Reg. $1099

A T-'
e

*
.

L]
\

S B rale T hL TRRN UL S

=]
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L O s

\\ Prattfield Bedroom Set
L ERrTe (Dresser/Mirror, Chest, HB/FB and Rails)

FURNITURE INDUSTRIES, IN( 1 Reg'

$2099 B O)\ﬂ(‘)\h@r

=p e !

o~

FURNITURE INDUSTRIES, INC.

Valkner
Coffee Table Q
Reg. $399
End Table ~ Bwour (il
Reg. $369 <2_§269 ea. e

Sofa Table E,f?,)ﬂo‘\lu?-
Reg. $399 <O 3299 ea.
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INTERCON

& FURNITURE FOR LIFE

Highland Park Collection
7 pce table and chairs « Solid Oak

v GREAMST*R)
] SRR
7

Midnight Comfort i g . & = N

e . - ot i T

REG. $3699 4

| S e e S R R B SXING
+ v AL =T | 6 ‘ELoonT

Dreamstar Bedding o SE o= , - | . 52999
. Midnight Comfort Late):{ va 3 N s ; | i N o 1;
. 57 96;;2“?:2;’; Latex Lakeland TV Fireplace unit F
g : REG. $2049 5
i g
e o e sl | d
mess RN B B B 8)\9 oNu(-;r ;
| LAE@B O Y; . A s
2}, =B ClassicFlamel[®] & $1599 5 -
/ q " 1
; e W £
1 & Metal and Glass TV Stand 7
§ Pinnacle Loveseat [' REG. $729 B
s Pinnacle Sofa REG. $2499 E OX‘ NG =

REG. $2499 ~ BI_OWOUT

[ |

.' e . :
Panasonic. | Remsss -

f 65” 4K LED TV 65cxs00 |
« 4K Resolution « 3D TV » 240 Hz — | 2xPLAY:1
o Local Dimming i = " . A8 '

i « DCI 90% Color Space
« Studio Master Drive

AN

2 Room Starter Pack
(pack contains 2 - Play:1 speakers)

o

i ]

ING |
Eﬁﬁgzﬁuatrf;

26379 |

Panasonic.

DJ System
SC-CMAX5K

»
; 60" 4K LED TV socxeso + 1000 WATT » 10" Subwoofer A
b ' 4KsR6801§“.°ﬁ p2 . 1H ’ « Basy to Trasport (casters) ALL SONOS PRODUCTS
; e Super Bright Pane « Bluetooth « DJ crossfade
b 4%, » DCI90% Color Space - Guitar and Mic inputs I N STOQ K!!
' REG. REG. $649

$2299

H BNl 18

Corner of Main & Stanley We still offer the BEST PRICES on QUALITY PRODUCTS! You can buy with piece of mind,
FREE DELIVERY in Southern Manitoba!! that you will get the product .
(204) 325-8222 that suits you best!! -
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DEC 28th - JAN 8th
°/
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OFF |
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NOT ON PREVIOUSLY
PURCHASED MERCHANDISE

D RN Y

CO-OP  wwww f
EASHIONS PH. 325.9595

winklercoop.com

MENS WEAR * LADIES WEAR * KIDS
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